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ANNALS 

PHILADELPHIA AND PENNSYLVAKIB. 

OLDEN TIME AFFECTIONS AND RESEARCHES. 

O m  love of antiquities,-the contemplation of by-gojae days,- 
is an impress of the Deity. I t  is our hold on immortality. The  
snme dection which makes us reach fonvord and peep into futurity, 
prompts us to truvel back to the hidden events which transpired be- 
fore w e  existed. We  thus feel our span of existence enlarged even 
while we have the pleasure to identify ~urselves with the scenes or 
the emotions of our forefathers. Fo r  the same cause relics are so 
earnestly sought and sedulously preserved,-"they are full of load 
impressions," and transfer the mind back to " scenes before." 

As Americans, we see in a short life more numerous incidents to 
excite our observation and to move our wonder, than any other peo- 
ple. The  very newness of our history and country ministers to our 
moral entertainment, and increases our interest in contemplating the 
passing events. A single life in h i s  rapidly growing country, wit- 
nesses such changes in the progress of society, and in the embellisll- 
ments of the arts, as would require n term of centuries to witness in 
full grown Europe. I f  we have no ruins of Pompeii and Hercula- 
neum to employ our researches, no incomprehensible Stonehenge, 
nor circle of Dendam to move our wonder, we have abundant 
themes of unparalleled surprise in following down the march of civili- 
zation and improvements,-from the first limding of our pilgrim fore- 
fahers to the present eventfvl day ! 

T h e  menlth and ambition of a potent prince may have accom- 

s1 ished n magnificent city in shorter time upon the banks of the Neva ; 
ut in this country we have many equal wonderp by the energies and 

reeources of a people, until lately " no people." T h e  wisdom of 
our free institutions has made our land the desired asylum of the op- 
pressed. Here human life is nor wantonly wasted in ambitious broils 
for sovereignty; we therefore behold our population quadrupled in a 
term of forty years; and our hardy pioneen subduing the soil, or ad- 
vancing their settlements from the Atlantic to the Pacific wave. Ca- 
onls, rivaling in magnitude the boasted aqueducts of imperial Rome, 

Vol. 11.-A 1 



are in successful operation. By these and n i l  roads, inaccessible dis- 
tricts are broughtnigli ; mount;~ins charged wit11 niel;tllic treasures are 
entered, ltnd their deposits of iron, cod, and lead, kc., lavished over l l ~ e  
land. Cities, towns, and villages, arise in the west,% if by encl~ant- 
ment. Many of their present inl~abitimts redeetiled their soil from a 
waste I~owling wilderness. In  less tli;~n twenty years our esports have 
grown from twenty to eighty millions. Our nnry,froni '. cock-boais 
and rags of striped bunting," Ins  got up to power and re now^^. Our 
priviite low, co~~lmercial code, and bold diplon~acy, have grown into 
a ~mtured and learned sp~tcm. Our inve~~tions and improvemc:r~ts 
in 111e ans, wI1ic11 began but yesterday, 111ah-e us, even tiow, L L  a won- 
cler unto Illally ;" and our vnpour vessels, wlde  tlwy crowd our wa- 
ters and overcome the rapids of the RIisissippi and Rlissouri, ;Ire nc- 
conlodating and enricl~ing, the old \vorld by their :idop~ion i111c1 i ~ ~ ~ i t a -  
tion. Here we 11ave no lordly potent;ites in c l ~ u r d ~ ,  " lordirig it over 
h e  conscience of the people ;" I I ~  s1;inding nrniies to elldal~ger their 
liberties: no despots to rioi i n  the oppressio~i of the sul+ct. Kay: 
so esnlted are our privilcgcs :IS ;I sty-gocenred people, tllnt t l ~e  fact 
of our esatnple and Ilappiness is bidding fair to regenerate otl~er na- 
tions, or to tnoderate the rigour of despotic government tl~rougl~out 
die world ! 

If toli~cs like tliese,-which enter into the comnlon history of our 
growing cities, nlay be tlie just pride and glory of an Aniericm, must 
not tlw ;1n11:1ls, wl1ic11 detail such f h s ,  (;und to such these p a p  are 
specially devoted,) be c;ilculated to alTord 11irn deep interest; and 
sllould it not be his prolit, :IS well as amusement, to tnce the succes 
~ i v e  steps by wl~ich we Imre progressed, from comparative nothing- 
ness, to be &' ;I praise ill tlie ear111 !" 

There are minds, feeling rind cultivated, wlricl~ can derive rich mo 
ml pleasure froill tlre~~ies like these, for 

.' Is tlirre o man, with soul eo dead, 
Who nerel to l~imself llntli said- 
Z'liis w my m, my trafiee hid !" 

Such v iew and ~uc l i  feelings impressed nnd inhued the mind of 
the autl~or, else he had nevcr attempted tl~ese pngcs. His ~timulus 
was purely cox anrorc; rccolnpense lie (lid not contemplate, and time 
he could ill spare fro111 o t lw engagements; wl~erefore, indulgence for 
casual imperfections is but justly clue fiom the considerate reader. 
He  wrote at first for Itis sole gratification, never intmding his collec 
lions for the puljlic eye, nor does lie encounter thnt ordeal but by the 
enconngelnent of those friends who are willing toaccept the perfornl- 
nnce by their sense of his limited meom to perfect it. If i t  el?ould 
stilnuliite others to add to 111ese materials, it will be a gmtefnl eervice 
And if the example, t1111s set to the sister cities of New York, Boston, 
&c.,sl~ould engage minds of kindred feeling and adequatc'it~dustry 
*a ~nnke similarcollections of their domestic I~i,~!ory, the uscfulnew 
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of the present publication will bt: still more felt and achmowledged; 
m d  the eventual aim of the author still more accomplished. 

We  should not forget these things: our lmd and our fathers have 
been the subject of many heaven-descended mercies. They who 
love to conte~nplate the cause of the numerous eff~cts, so indicative 
of our blessing as a nation, will regard it not less a duty of piety 
thilr of patriotism to tlrwpreserae their memorid 

'*Go d l  thy sons.-butmet them wnnt a &t 
They owe their ancestors, and make hem vow 
To pay it,-by transmitting down enure 
Those sncred rigldn to which themselves were h'" 

I n  writing these memorids of tlie times by-gone, I have often felt 
the suggestion pressed upon my mind, whether I was indeed pursu- 
ing inquiries i~nd preserving facts which will have the sympathies 
and counterrnnce of others, or am 1 so peculinr, as to be only amus- 
ing myself. I have thought the contemplation of time past has 
sorrietlhg inherently attractive; not indeed in the notice of our per- 
sonal waste of years, when sufficiently old to see our sun declining, 
but in the recollections of the exhilnmting sunshine beams of our 
youth. Not that, when h e  past wns the present, we were d satis- 
fied with our situations and ourselves, but that vexations have been 
forgotten in the lapse of years, and we remember pleasures done;  
M, in looking back on the landscape we have pmed  ov&, the rude 
hills becotne softened by distance, and the clifls, that were so difficult 
to surmount, seem dissolving in the purplesky. For this reason, the 
recollections of JiiWwod are so captivating to every unperverted 
mind, though to him whose soul ie shined with crimes, h e y  are 
fraught with pain and remorse. 

T h e  causes which operated to induce me to form the present mu- 
seum of incidents of " men and  nzonnerst' ore ct~rious even to my- 
self. The  resolution to execute them, was only a concern of a few 
years; but tlie love to such objects in geneml was as early as my 
childhood, nnd has indeed "grown with my growth and strengthened 
with my strength." I may now say, L feel gntified thnt my mind 
::a been thus led to chronicle incidents. Many of them ought to be 
preserved as the eventful facts of a lnnd peculinrly favoured of Hea- 
ven, orid as destined, perch~nce, to future renown. We stwuld twt 
forget t h e  tlcirgs; cnd the record of them, in such manner ns I 
have adopted, should be deemed a generous service to all those who, 
with grateful hearts, love to consider the causes of their blessings. 
Piety und patriotism equdly cherish such sentiments. 

1 have had frequent occasions to lament that thia kind of inquiries 
W U ~   GO^ instituted sooner, even by myself; they might have been 
advantngeously begun much earlier, by still older persons. In now 
recollecting the aged of my early days, of whom I might have in- 
quired, how many are remembered from whom uothing wns attem t- 
ed! T o  illu>trnte these ideas, what a trensure might Dr. Frank r. u 
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Itnre i~np r t ed  of all he Lad seen or knew, from the years 1723, to 
l i W ,  when 11e died ! He  \vas remarkably quolified lo hove given 
us the n~nterinls for sucha I~istoryas I hnve nt te~~~pted in these 
H e  must hn\e been familiar with the tradifions of the pri~~~itivt:  set- 
tlers; must Irave seer6 nmq .  who saw I'em, k c .  But his I I I ~ I I ~  iip 

pears tlever to hiive been dm\vn to 111e consideration of tlreirmlue to 
us, tl~eir posterity. T h e  truth is, very few ntinds are so abstr;~cteci' 
frotn 111e daily concerns of life, as to perceive that h e  things which 
nt any fiiven moment every tnan know,  rimy, thereafter, become 
highly interesting. Anolher reilsolt n ~ a y  be, thnt Franklin nevet 
saw: at any period, any such astonishing ilnprovemen~, as, since Itis 
death, every where arrest attention. Colonid tltit~gs were too uni- 
form and Idme to arouse the mind. All things, in his day, were r e p  
Iarly progressive,gliding.to their end will1 the s ~ n o o t l t n ~  of ;i slrennl 
But if a person of nry inquiring mind had had opponunities of 
in% fronl such an observing tnind ns Franklin's, what n fund of en. 
terr;iinruertt iind inforn~ation could have been derived for posterity ! 

For reasons like the above, I, who urn but little past n~idd', 
aged, nnr better qualified to nsk various questions \vl~icl~ w o ~ ~ l d  tlevet 
occur to the mind of ~nuch  older men. T o  lne, tlle field was nll 
new and u,~esplored, and therefore, n i ~ h  the e~ngerness of a child 
which asks questions about every thing, 1 felt constantly awake to 
inquiries on topics which would not affect the minds of old persons; 
th ing in which they had long.ceilsed 10 be curious. Owing to thin 
faculty of the tnind, the most meresting trnvels, like Sillintan%, are 
those which record every nero thing which most surprises or plenses 
it. Then  suc!~ a writer must spenk j x l i r g l y  e ~ w u g I ~  for those who, 
like himself, hnve never seen what he so discovers to them. And 
even to tl~ost: who Ilave, he refreshes their memories in a way most 
grateful. 

About ~tventy-seven cir twenty-ei~ht years ago,I desired to seesome 
such work ns t l ~e  presen! efictetl. Not thinking to attempt it tnyself, I 
suggested w t l e  such scllrme to a friend. I t  met the npprobatiott of the 
late Mr. l)elupl:he,who set upon it with greitt ardonr. My idenswere 
exlpressed in the form of o prospectus, \vltich procured ;L subscription 
list, it w;~s said. of four tl~ousimd subscribers, before the book was 
even written. Witli such a palronoge, there was n defect of labour 
01 enterprise in producing the mnuteriuls, and Dr. Mense wos resorted 
to us conlposuist, to bring out something to nnswer the claims of the 
subscribers. It received the nome of "Tho Piclure of Pl~iladeG 
pkir1,"-but how fiir like Iny present result, the render must judge. 
T h e  doctor Itas ~niin;igecl hid materinls unexceptionibly ; but the tle. 
fect wiw, tlmt 11e I t i d  not the proper staple to weave into his filbric. 
Had he succeeded better in what were mynims, I should never hnve 
mode this nttetnpt ; but, untouched as my scheme hnd been, I hnvc 
made at li~st, thougl~ thus late, my own eFTorts, nlthough subject ti1 

h e  clisndvantage of residing six miles from the city, nbout which In) 
ioquiries iuvl observations ore employed, nnd being withnl fettered 
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with daily offccial duties, and cares of paramount consideration. From 
reasons like these, those who know me best will be readiest to ex- 
cuse itnperfecdons, whether of style or selection,--and critics, if they 
deign to notice such labours, did they know the irrwlnr hours and. 
intervals in which fWments of time were seized for the purpose 
 night rnther wonder it hns been so well, than that it stould have 
been ao ill exccuted. T o  judge beyond this rnay savour of ill 
Ilature, 

"Which tau& them still to say, 
Whate'er was done. ,!8i51d8ave been bener done!" 

T o  such 1 need only say,-" What is writ, is writ,-would it were 
wortl~ier." 

Nany of my selections of local facts were derived from n very 
great mass of coun papers, nnd had to be hunted out among files of 
petitions, recognimnces, special presenunents for assaults, batteries, 
felonies, tippling iltld disorderly houses, ckc., being the d accom- 
paniments of "qvvter  sessiotls," as is well known to those in any 
degree acquainted with the criminal docket Most probably, such a 
se;uch they have not had before, since packed away as the lumber 
of office, nnd such another, I presume, they will never kave again! 
Some local notices may appear too trivial for notice; but who knows 
what future discoveries may be made, in digging into some of the 
former LLJiUi us up?" ns, for instance, the late d i s covg  of sub-ter- 
rune logs in%hestnut street, by Hudan7s  alley, (the remaim of the 
old bridge, kc.,) which no living persons could explain from mcmory ! 
If a jmcl ,  or some pieces of coin, (ns may occur !) should hereafter be 
dug out of some of the "breaches" of Front street, (afterwards filled 
up,) some of the foregoing facts miiy tend to elucidate the cause of 
heir  deposit there. As BoslaeU mid, in an apolo,g for his minute 
mention of the " oak wel,"-it wns because it might afterwards 
become the hero of a od tale, in the hands of so interesting n clla- 
racter as Johnson ! ghoohnron's Rnmbler, too, justly remarks, nor 
can it be always safely determined, which should be rejected or re- 
tained; for they may sometimes unexpectedly contribute to the illus- 
tration of history, and to the knowledge of the naturnl commodities 
of the country, or of the genius and customs of its inhabitnnts." 

Youlson's paper of March 6th, 1821, contains an nrticle by me, 
entitled " Old Timea" of 1769, &c. I t  requests others to commu- 
nicate similar facts. I thus tried to set others at  this kind of service. 
and to exempt unyse1f;-but none heeded my counsel,--and after- 
wards I made my own attempt. Fame or reward never entered into 
my motives. Like quaint John Bunyan, 

'*'Twas mine own self to gratify I" 

T h e  service was eufficiently pleasing in itaelf, to be n positive. re 
creation and amusement, furnishing ita own r e d  by the way : 

1. 



Olda nnze  . 4 f f e d h  and &h. 

"For having my mebod by tbe end. 
Still, as I pulled, it came ; 
Till nt length it m e  to be. 
For size, ~e bigness which you see!" 

If I were to give the hiswry of my troubles or profits in the pub- 
Itshing of my three books, i t  nlight ,ilartle EOlne and discourage others. 
'i'hc Annals wenl off heavily, and allowed a profit equal to the pax 
of a copyist, if I hod used s~tclt a help; and the two books of Hb 
torical Tirles produced nothing for authorship. I t  had been a pity, 
indeed, if their readers liad not been obliged or benefited, since 
their author am not. 

I have deented it nty du!y, in many cues, to support my facb 
wit11 tlte nantes of the credible relators. Not that h e y  done  men- 
tioned them to me, for it wa.9 my practice to confirm surprising facts 
by concurrent testimony,so f i r  a.9 the things told were susceptible 
of being known to others. Seven1 authorities too, deemed nwkwnrd 
or indellcare to introduce into the printed text, may be found in their 
connexion, in the original NS. Annals, in the City Libnry, and in 
h e  His~orical Society. 

There is anotlter remark concerning nantes rvl~ich tniglit be ap 
propriately mentioned here, as showing that 1 wns aware that natrm 
and pcrsonolities are sometimes too sensitive to bear the touch. 
Yet I found it needful 10 retain them in general, and especially in 
my MS., as my necessary proofs and vouchers, in case of dispute or 
reference. Some that I designed only in initials, the inadvertency 
of the printer son~e~iines retained. In other cases, the nanies were 
sanctioned by the ittforn~ants or persons themselvee-and finally, ns 
an in~posing rexon, sonte names occnsionally became a necessary 
appendage lo t l~e  story. 

Senrclting for some of these facis -.vas like seeking for h e  '& liv- 
ing among 111e dead." Only a few of the very aged, as by ac- 
cident, had preserved their memory. And very often, persons 
equally old, or even older, dwelling on the spot of i n t e r ~ ~ t  or inquiry, 
knew nothing, or nearly notliing, about it. T h e  conrpirative irrtelli- 
gence of different men of equal ages wils often very dissimilar. T o  
exemplify this, I have only to say, that not one aged man in fifty, 
now in Philadelphia, could tell me where was " Guest's Blue Anchor 
tavern, in Budd's long rowy'-nor the "Barbadoes lot,"-nor the 
" Swamp,"-nor the adjoining " Society hill,"-nor " Bothshebn's 
bad] and bower,"'-the 'l Schuylkill bap~isterion,"-the I' old HOS- 
pita1."-Hudson's orchard,"-LL Penny-pot Penn's cot- 
tage,"-the '$ Swedes' house,'-and many other things spoken of 
in these pages. I came at them by reading ancient papers, and then, 
by recalling forgotten things to their memories, their minds were ena- 
bled to seize on long forgotten facts. Sometimes, when I haw asked 
ancient persons to tell me what they knew of antiquity, ~ u c h  wotild 
fieem to have nothing to relate: all seemed o blank to them. But 
when I have transported myself bnck to the cotsmpornneous occllr- 



Olden Time dffecfwns atrd Researue 7 

rencta of their youth, and warmed their i ~ n ~ n a t i o n s  with recicnls, 
with wllicli they were once funiliar, I have been rewarded, by.re- 
ceiving many of the lively images of things wl~ich my convem(lon 
had generated. Without vanity, I may say that I have often made 
my company agreeable to the aged, and have seen thern quicke'ned 
to many en~otions younger than their coniluon feelink- or their years 
On other occilsior~s I have visited such as were p u t  densibil~ty,-the 
body enfeebled and the memory decayed ; I labmrza in vain to re- 
vive the expiring spark of life. 'I'lley were lookins for their " a p  
pointed cl~ange," mid this not unwisely engrosea id ~ 5 t i r  t l~ou~$~s .  
Finally, earlier questions might have been more successi.11. and auv 
l l~ing later than my attempt would have been absolutely i d  ! What 
I rescued was " trerubling on the lips of namtive old nge," or J tum- 
bling piece-meid inlo the torub." .My regret is, that some 01 those or 
whom, or fro~n whom, 1 write, will scarcely slay to have the ~ h a n c a  
of readinq some of tl~ese pages. I might perhaps pertineuhy cint 
at my bemg fully aware of ocmional repetition of facts in sub- 
titance, though not in lilnguage,-this necessarily occurred owwon- 
ally from the desigu of 111aking given chapterv more complete on 
given subjects. 

I n  connerion with the foregoing, it may not be inappropriate to 
ndd, that many of the little lristories of places arid tlritgs set down 
in this book have been often since wed in substance, by publishers 
nnd ontors, rn a pirt or parcel of their own esplorationv a d  insight 
into the past,-not even hinting at  the source whence derived 
It gives nie no nlfence, since I wished them to be knowr~,-but it is 
but justice to myself to here suggest, in self-protection, that I came 
not a t  them, from tlr& discoveries and researches, but its the results 
of my own industry. 

With some I sliall doubtless need an apology for the little estimn- 
tion in which they may regard some of my collections; I am con 
tent to say, I have only written for kindred minds. Such affections 
as mine have had precedents enough in feeling minds; for instance, 
' L  the oak," immortalized by Cowper's muse, became so precious 
that the owner, the Marquis of Northnmpton, to keep it from its fre- 
quent pious thefts, was obliged to enclose it by a strong fence, and to 

to it a notice of prolubition. T h e  chair in which the poet 
'I'liomson composed, is exhibited a t  his commemorative festivals. 
How many pious tliefis have been made upon Shakspeare's mul- 
berry tree; and cups made from that, and from the L L  royal oak," 
have  old at great prices. Learned doctors still deem it an  honour 
to ~hroud themselves in Robelais' old cloak at Montpelier. T h e  
tuking of the sword of Frederick the Great, by Buonapane, from Ber- 
.in to Paris, while it shows his estimate of relics, is treated by Scott 
und the world as a hrhous offence to all other men. Of all such 
things, says Edg~worth, and. truly too, 'L we contemplate such with 
deep curiosity, because they are full of local imprpasions, and by the 



aid of these we create the ideal presence." They  connect the 11- 
and the imagination with the past. 

We nlay rake ns another evidence of the q p r e c i d o n  of relics, the 
fact of the late proceedings of congress, upon receiving from the 
heirs of Washington, the gift of his sword and the cane of Doctor 
F m k l i n - 4 l e d  " two most interestiug and vduable relics connected 
with the past history of our country,"-and saying of them, that 
"associations are linked in ada~nant with their names, m d  with 
those sacred synbols of our golden oge." T h e  sword wu a plnim 
l~anger, with a green hilt and silver guard, made at Fishkill, in 
1757,-the same which he had worn fitst as colonel in tlie Virginia 
~ervice in Forbes' campaign, nnd uftet~vnrds t l~rougl~ the whole 
period of the Revolutionary war. 

Among the encouqentenffi to such reminiscences, I may men- 
tion such evidence ns results from public celebrations of fetes iu- 
tended to revive and cherish such recollec~ions. They prove to me 
h a t  my anticipations Lrom such record3 ns the present have not 
been vain. 

Already have the ~emi-historical sketchesof Irving's muse, in t!~is 
way, given rise to a dmmn, in which is portrayed the costumes nnd 
manners of the pri~nitiveKnickerbockers. T h e  prologue to his '<Rip 
Van Winkle" has some sentin~enffi to my taste and to my future ex- 
pectations of what may be hereafter set forth in poetry, painting, or 
romunce, to arrest the attention of modem Philadelphiaus, to what 
were the prin~itive manners of their forefathers. T h e  poet thus 
speaks, to wit: 

"In sccues of yore endenr'd by cl;lsslc tales 
The comic muse with smiles of rapture hails; 
'Tis when we view those da s of Auld Lrmg Sync, 7, Their charms with Home-t at mqic name-cornbine. 
Shades of the Dutch! how seldom rhyme bath shown 
Your mddy beauty, and your cLarms full blown' 
How long neglected hnre your merits lain! 
But Irving's genius bids them rise 

Since the publication of my fonner edition, my friend, Willinm 
Dunlap, Esq., of New York, while stirring up Ilis recollections of the 
past, at my suggestion and for my use, found that he could compile 
enough to make n work for himself in my way, viz., his History of 
New Yorlc for schools an3 youth; nnd afterwords, os his mind e r -  
panded wit11 his theme, he felt impelled io bring out his large work, 
the General History of New York State. Thus  every m y ,  the fund 
of historical truth is increased. J. R. Broadhend, Eq., nlso is pro- 
curing state papers, kc . ,  in Holland, for a future publication. 

T h e  Annuls of Portsmo~iih, Lewis' History of Lynn, Gibbs' Col 
lections of Snlem, and Davis' Notices of Plymouth, ore such wotks 
as we wish ro see multiplied in our country. So  a h  is Johnson'u 
Enrly Notices of Sillem, N. J. 



Such works furnish occasions for imaginative works and tales, 
such as we have already seen deduced from my Annals, in the story 
of '' ?Jeredith, or the Meschianza,"-d in " a Tale  of Blackbeard 
the Pimte." 

Our country has been described abroad, and perhaps conceived of 
at horne, says Flint, ns sterile of m o d  interest " We have, it is 
said, no monuments, no ruins, none of the colossal remains of tern 
ples, and baronial castles, and monkish towers, nothing to connect 
the hean and tlie imqSination with the past, none of the dim recol- 
lections of the gone-by, to associate the past with the future." But 
although me have not the solemn and sombre remains of the past, 
as the remains of the handy work of man, we have every thing in 
tlte contemplation of the future. FOI when our thougl~ts have tra- 
versed rivers a thousand leagues in leugh, when we have seen the 
ascendin5 steamboat hrensting the mantling surge, or seen her along 
our opentng canals, gleaming through the verdure of the trees, we have 
imagined the happy multitudes that front those shores shall contem- 
plate their scenery in ages to come, in times when we shall have 
"strutted through life's p o r  play," and "been no more!" 

As our desires conspire with our feeling; in wishing to promote atid 
excite n love of the study of the p t ,  we purpose herein to add a few 
of such articles ns have most ably sustained the arguments which we 
wish to enforce-viz.: 

Walter Scott had early habits of antiquarian study. H e  dwelt 
with fondness on the rude figures of the olden time. . 

Blackwood's Magazine says that anecdotes of men and thing will 
have a charm ns long ils man has curiosity. 
'' Hudibm (says Dr. Johnson) is one of those compositions of which 

a nation may justly boast, [mark the reason,] as the images which it 
exhibits are h e s t i c ,  tlie sentiments unborrotoedand unexpected, and 
the strain of diction origitml and peculiar." 

Hutton, speaking of Birmingham, says," while the histurian only 
collects matter of the day, t11c antiquarian brings his treasures from 
remote time+& Iltings back irdo e&tence ,eohich ioerc pasl-col-  
lects tlte dust of perished matter, remoulds tlie f i~u re  and stamps the 
past with a kind of immo~lity,--by his recreatiae power." 

Blackwood's NVzine says, " things that. may appear triJEing now, 
when present and familiar, tnny become very different, when they 
are read after the uccession of a totally different set of manners. 
They are the materials from which alone a grapliic and interesting 
history of the period can be formed. With whatdelight do we rend 
the glowing pictures in Ivanhoe, and the Crusaders, in Quenht 
Durwnrd, and Kenilworth, of the manners, customs and ltabits of 
those periods!" 

"Instructed by the antiquarian tunes. 
He must, he is, he cannot but be wise." 

Tho author of Scott's Memoirs (George Allen) presents inanr 
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facb to prove horn very m u m  the readen and admirers of Scott are 
indebted, for their interest in his writings, to his affection for talking 
with, and gathering up, the recollections of " the ancient cronw and 
e . '  \!'hen a young mun, Scott was wont to make frequent 9 
joumejs into the country, among stra?t&rers, golng from house to 
house, with his boy George,--and particularly seeking out the m i -  
tleuces of the OM people, with whotn he delighted to enter into con. 
versation, and exi l ing  them to dilate upon the ren~iniscences of their 
youth. Finally, sqs  his biographer,"all who know his \rorks must 
feel how much of he i r  alnusenlenl they owe to his q p s y  strolls.'' 
All this he did too from his innate love of antiquity ; and not 
merely from the design of drawing pictnres of common life for hocks, 
-for it wns e:trlier than the time of his career of authorship. These 
facts are wonh consideration. 

Hnnnah illore, in writing to Mrs. Gmatkins, on the occ;~sinn of 
her first visit to London,says " I hnve rambled through the imnedi- 
ate shades of Twiekenharn ; I have trodden the l ~ a ~ r n t s  of the swan 
of the Than1es."-L' I could not be honest for the life of nle ; from 
the grotto I stole two bits of stones; from the garlien ;I sprig of lau- 
rel: and from one of the bed chambers a pen; because the house 
had been Pope's." On another occasion, speaking of her visit to 
Kent, where hnd once dwelt Sir  Philip Sidney, and Sachnrisw, she 
says, " I plewxl myself with the thought, that the immense odts  and 
enornlous beeches, which had once shaded them, now shade tne." 
[This last is the very thought I have expresed in passing the \roods 
to Harrisburg, and thinking thev were the same trees which hnd 
sl~nded the aborigines, now so wasted and expelled.] 

T h e  Edinb~tr:!~ Re\  iewt in discussing the leading objects of history, 
snys,"the perfect ltislorian is he in whose work the character andspirit 
of a n  age is exhibited in miniature; by judicious selections, rejec- 
tions and nrtxngenlent, he gives to truth ihose attractiom, a l ~ i c h  h:~ve 
been usurped by fiction. i I e  considers no anecdote, no peculiarity 
of wamer ,  no hmilinrity >f saying,. as too insignificant for his no- 
tice, wllicl~ is not too insignificant to dlustnte the operations of laws, 
religion, and of education, and to marl: t l~a progress of the /cuman 
n i l .  Rlen must be made intimately known to us, by appropriate 
images presented in every line. Sir Walter Scott has succeeded to 
illustrate history, by using up those fragments of truth which histoti- 
ans hare  scornfully thrown bellind them, in a nlanner \rhich n ~ n y  
well excite their envy. A truly great historian nould reclaim those 
rnalerinlv which the novelist has approprii~ted ; society should be 
shown from the highest to the l o w e s ~  Instruction dedved from his. 
tory thus written would be of a vivid and practical chancter. It 
would be received by the imagination as well 11s by the reason. An 
intimate knowledge of the nonlEsTlc history of nations i s  therefme 
absolutely necessa~y." S1 lave aimed a t  this lost.] 

Hone's 'L Every Day ook," which I hnve only lately been, is an 
expensive and embellished work, published in 1827, in Imndon, got 
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up on purpose to illustrate, afEer my manner, the perishing me- 
morials of by-gone men and things in London. The chief dif- 
ference between us seems to he, tilot he is often supported by the 
writtell col~tributions of others, from all parts of England, md.of 
course producing the ple:~sitq varieties of rnatly minds, whereas 
I never could ettlisr the ltrlp of any competent mind to furnish 
me with any personal relt~it~iscettces. Hone manifests much 
tact and good feeling and good tnste for his subject-giving 
us rrtany interesting actions of nien and things--several of 
them disused and obsolete-which in that causc enhances their 
value and character to us a s  n~oderns. His "Every Day 
Book" abounds with sentences commendatory of olden time affeo 
tions, and shows that, in the estimation of men of sense, they are de- 
cidedly worthy of all praise. It may a l s  be retnarked, that in many 
cnses, much smaller matters than I have preserved, and which some 
might deem trifles, are deenlcd of sufficient vnlue to be embellished 
with dnwings, or gmvely supported wi111 proofs. The  whole is cal- 
culated to prove that the menlorin2 of limes by-gone is cenninly 
valued, because of the insight it atfords into the character and action 
of n departed age; and for that very reson  is most valued by those 
who are most intcllectual. Those whose in~qinations are most occu- 
pied about their rending8 of :my giver: people or place, nrethose who 
most like to have [he pictures and images, which their fancies may 
instinctively dnw,  salis4ed and  sctllcd by facts; and hence the love 
for those nortsclits and delineations of olden time. which bring UD the " A " very ngk and picture of the pwt." 

Chalnbers'"'Pnditionsof Edinburrh." which 1 unlv saw in 1834 
-liter the publication of my ~nnals;h& much the spirit and pur- 
pose of my own book; it is even more minute in sundrynrticles than 
I ventured to be: such as chnmcterietics of cmzy or silly persons 
and bsgprs, under the chapter uobjects;" also '<the hangnnn ;" 
Rome memorable " old maids," k c .  His lending topics we "charac- 
ters" of sundry peculii~r or remarkable men and women ; sundry 
" closes and places;" taverns, clubs, and convivial placesand parties; 
sundry remarkable "old houses" nnd their inmates ; and many inis- 
cellaneous facts of Inen and manners, in the former nge. The  whole 
in two volu~ncs, 12mo.: 2d edition, Edinburgh, 1525. T h e  author 
speaks of his performance, as a subject which had engrossed his leisure 
for mauy years, and thnt the pmise which it has received is to be as- 
crhed to the accidental excellence of his suQect, mther thnn to any 
personal merit of his own. H e  gives sevend pnges on ladies' dresses, 
such ns " ealmhcs, bonpces ,  (a bonne: of silk and cane,) negligees, 
slo~nnchers, stiiys, hoops, lappets, pinners, plnitls, fans, husks, rumple, 
ho ts ,  kc . ,  then worn imd now forgotten." Gentlemen's dresses be 
nppears to have overlool~ed, save thnt he incidentally says that they 
wore n small black muK, hung by a cord from the shoulder,nnd seen 
dangling at the side, when not in use, like a child's drum! 

A life or n hook of observation may always be useful ; and thip 
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idea is supported by Hr. TVdpole, from the ,pinion of a poet, my 
ing, that if any man were to form a book, of what Ae had seen or 
heard himself, it must, in wfuztever h n d s ,  p r v e  a most useful and 
interesting one." I am fully of the same opinion, from numerous 
facts known to me in my researches m o n g  the aged for reminis- 
cences and tradirions; and with such sentiments, I would make the 
ribove sentence my motto, to such future obsewarions or pming  
events as 1 may record. 

Our eloquent countryman, Everett, has touchingly con~n~endcd to 
our notice n just regard for our national recol~ections,-snying of 
them, 1' it  is thus a free people is to be formed, animated and per- 
petuated. With such fine examples and studies at home, we netd 
not to be etemdly ringing the cl~anges upon RInmthon and Thern~o- 
pyla. From the leswns of our forefathers, let us glean our instruc- 
tions Let us consult with profit their prudent councils in perplexed 
times; their exploits and s~crifires, eitheras settlers, or as citizen sol- 
diers,contendingfor themselves and posterity. T h e  tnditionnry lore 
still dwelling in the memories of the few revered survivors arnong us 
is wor~h our preservation. Let us seize it all as the rich inheritance 
of our children; as a legacy from our progenitors, virtually wying,- 
' L  My sons, forget not your fathers." 

Some have taken it for granted that I must have n decided prefer- 
ence for every thing olden, ns if rge alone made things valuable; 
but they mistake my bins nnd feelings; mine is a poetical attach- 
ment. I go into it os into the region of imagination. T h e  Edinburgh 
Review, in noticing the works of Sir Walter Scott, has a..cribed prin- 
ciples of action to him, the force of which, in its degree, I also felt 
and can appreciate, viz. : l L  his attnch~nent to the manners of an~iquity 
is to be considered merely as a poetical attachment. H e  is won by 
their picturesqueness, and by their peculiar applicobilit to purposes 
of romance." Iwrite of olden time, because I think t E; e facts, if so 
preserved, will eveutually rurnish the material of future legendary 
story and romance. I alsc, as I think, am thus preserving useful 
facts for national recollections and reflection. 

T h e  public in genernl have yery little conception of the really 
pleasinq charncter of olden time inquiries. They view the volume 
us so much accun~ulated facts, attained, ns they suppose, by laborioua 
delving, and esplordon, and inquiry. They \vholly overlook the 
leal poetry of the subject ; the stimulus and gratification which o 
mind duly constituted for the pursuit acquires, by opening to itself 
the contemplation and the secrets of a buried age. Such an in- 
quirer exnmines n world of beings known only to himself; and while 
he walks and talks with then], he learns facts and incidents bzm 
otdy to tltenmlves. By comparing in his mind the things which 
may have been so unhke the present, he learns how to estimate 
the nxasure of changes which may probably occur in the future, and 
thus opens to himself additional subjects of gmtification and consider- 
ntion. T'm his mind is busied in the contemplation of th ingscalrn  
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and soothing in their nature,n.hich others do not consider and cannot 
enjoy. T h e  present race are mostly engrossed in themselves, and their 
vnrious bounds of action and concern. Their ideal i m q e s  are 
limited; but the lover of olden time, revels in the regions of past 
evenrs, and peoples his intellectual reveries with persons and society 
nll his own; not of fairy crenturev like Shakspeare's, but of sober 
rmlity,and of such ciroice selection os may best minister to his enter- 
tninrnent and edification. He sees the forefathers of our land, fresh and 
ardent as they were, when first set upon the enterprise of cultivating 
a new Eden for us ; he enters into their spirit, and feels their sympa- 
thies at home and abroad; he h e m  their deliberations in the do- 
mestic circle, and in the public councils; he is present at every new 
inland settlement ; sees how new plantations are erected, and how 
towns arecreated ; seesoriginal lands, now dense with population, just 
as they were in their state of wild nature, then savnge  wit!^ beasts of 
prey and tnvny aborigines. H e  sees aged oaks and hemlocks, and 
visits uncultivated spots, like the many still undisturbed scenes on the 
banks of the Wissnhiccon, nnd cheers his imngination with the fact 
that /E sees tire same unaltered objects, which they had once seen 
and considered : 

'' It soothes tn have seen what the have sew. 
And cheers to have been where Xey have 'wen.'8 

T h e  poet who expressed that sentiment, had a soul which antici 
paled and felt all which is meant to be here etnbodieU by these few 
remarks. T o  an i ~ n ~ n a t i v e  mind rightly cultivated, the very few 
hints here suzgested will present an utilimited field of amplification. 
T o  such, every thing-of the past is filled with imqery : and the pos- 
sessor of the faculty IS always enabled to evoke from the store-house 
of his memory the ideal presence, aud is at d l  times ready "to walk 
and talk with men of other days." Surely there is positive gntifi- 
cation in faculties like these. ';A fool and nn nntiquary (says Hut- 
ton) is a contradiction-they are, to R man, people of letters and pe- 
netration." 

Superficial observers and thinkem may think lightly of the con- 
templation of facts and things that are post., or grown gray and 
neglected with years, only because they do not think with the same 
closs of thoughts and nssociaiions, or the same character of emotions, 
which actuate the minds of the red lovers of the times and things 
bygone. T h e  affection for such pursuits and studies is wholly in- 
tellectual. There ore occasions when the soul feels irrepressible 
reverence,and a hushed silence, in the contemplation of a known 
relic, or the remains of what wos once memorable and peculiar. T h e  
soul hos n ready facility in investing the perishing, or rescued re- 
mains, with an impersonation and ided presence which enables it, os 
it were, to speak out to our arrested and excited senses, and recites to 
us, mentally, tire lonztale of its notices nnd observations on men and 
things, which, through days of by-gone time, it may have witnessed 

2 
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or conridered. F r o n ~  such a muse of operation, who can behold an 
ancien~ mummy, for instance, and not instinctively revert in reflec- 
tion to Campbell's touching apostrophe to such nn impressive relic! . 
saying witlrin ourselves :- 

" Statue of flesh-m~monal of the dead ! 
Imperishable type of evanescence! 
Come, prithee tell w aomeUtiryr of thysey; 
Reveal the s ~ c r ~ t s  of thv prison house:- 
Since in the r o r l d  of ep'inu thou hast slumber7d. 
What hasc thou seen-what strange adrenrures numbered 7" 

1 cannot but observe 11 a3 a fact in our history, wlricl~ may per- 
haps be applied in genenl to most other early history, that the 
chnnces for a true account of the origin of tltings, itre but few and dif- 
ficult-because I cannot b i~ t  perceive tint such is tlre little of inws- 
tigation en~plored thereon by competent minds, and so little are li8c- 

topics witl~in tire cognizance of dre mass of the people, that there le- 
mains scarcely any to de~ect a fmud or misconception; but ali~~oot 
nll tacitly concede to the first writer or cotnpiler, the co~~rplaisance to 
believe all &ha& ire asserts of times bygone. I have, in after tin~e, 
detected sonw such lapses, especially in t y p ~ ~ a p l r i c u l  errors of dates, 
kc . ,  in I I I ~  own pages; but wlricb none of tile vigilant reviewers- 
so fond of f u u h ,  had the s q ~ c i t y  or skill to expose ! Somelin~es 
wry old people assert things as facts, which they verily believe and 
have often told, only because their estrerne luge has destroyed the 
power of accurate discrin~ination,-they co?fouttd iliitgs-and vet 
they seem so sure and so plausible, t l~at  we are constnri~~ed to believe 
them, until subsequent otficial or written data of tlre true tinw and 
circu~nstnnces, disclose t l~e truth. A relt~arliable instar~ce of what I 
mean, is verified in t l ~ e  incident related by old Butler, aged 104, re- 
specting Genenl Bnddock7s ~narcl~ing from Philudelphza, when he 
landed at Virginia and travelled westwird, vin the I'otom:~~! If these 
never come to light to contmJict the forrner asserf ion, the of& repea:cd 
tale goes down to posterity un~l~olested for ever. 111 t l~is rllanner tire 
oldest persons in l'hilndelpllin Itad d l  a False cause assigned for the 
name of "Arch street," and it was only the records of the courts 
which set me right. Tlre historian of Nonh Cwolinn gave a wrong 
case as the caure of the origin of "Yankee Doodle ;" and if I had 
not discovered another cause, it would have stood as confirmed h i s  
tory for ever. Mr. Hecliewelder has given 11s I I I U C ~  detailed history 
of our Pennsylvnniim Indians, and of the I)el:r\va~~ce, nrrd Iras said 
these last were an origin111 people, nnd ntore powerful titan ull the 
other Indians ; but a late writer, in Mr. Yedie's New Review, en. 
deavoun lo prove that it was un illusion of the good n~issionary. 
He had m'd too, that the name of " Manhottnn7' \vim given to Sew 
York by the Indtnns, as meaning "the place where they all got 
drunk." This  is in opposition to the facts told one hundred and fifty 
yean before, by D e  Lnet, n cotemponry, who twice nsserta that the 



Olden Time &ediom and Researches. 15 

Madtattes \.os tiz nume of a tribe there. We do not pretend to 
decide in thi3 last matter, but we can discern hereby, how it is, &nt 
given facts lake n LL local habitation and a name." Truth, herefore, 
requires much wariness, in seeking. 

My notices of olden time were wholly of my own conception 
and suggestion. I had never read any similar works,--and even 
Lo this day, (1842,) although I have named them in my "Annds." 
I have not read Lewis' Lynn, Gibbs' Salem, Notices of Plyn~outh. 
kc., none of which have been made a p u t  of the Philadelphia 1.i- 
Lnry. 

We had thought to have here concluded this chapter, already 
longer than me had purposed, when we began it-but we think that 
a few beautiful rem,rks which we shall heregive from Alison's No- 
tices of the Beautiful and Sublime, will be willingly read by every 
intellectual reader. H e  says: " T h e  delight which most men of 
educntion receive from the consideration of antiquity, and the beauty 
that they discover in every object which is connected with ancient 
times, is in a great measure to be ascribed to their perceptions of 
beauty. Surrounded by relics of fonner ages, we seem to be removed 
10 ages that are past, and indulge in the imagination of a living 
world. 'Tis then  hat all that is venerable or laudable in the history 
of those times, present themselves to the memory ; then the imagina- 
tion and fancy are dmulated. T h e  subjects of consideration seem 
10 approach him still nearer to the ages of his r e g d :  the dress, the 
fur. lure, the arms of the time+ are so many ass~stanL'es to his ima- 
gination in guiding or directing its exercises; and orering him n 
thousand sources of imagery, provide him with an almost inexhaus- 
tible field in which his memory and his fancy may expatiate." 

"There is no man who has not some interesting asociations with 
particular scenes. T h e  view of the house wherehe wns born, of the 
school where he wns educated, and where the gay years of infancy 
were piwsed, is indirerent to no man. Thescenea which have been 
distinguished by h e  residence of any person, whose memory me ad- 
mire, produce a similar effec'ect. The  admiration which the recollec- 
tions afford, seems to give a kind of sanctity to the place where they 
dwelt." 

"I t  is not the first prospect of Rome, oe Rome only, which creates 
our emotions of delight. I t  is not the Tpber, diminished to a paltry 
stream. It is a?m'err~ Rome, with all its nssociations, which fills the 
imvination. It is the country of Cocsar, and Cicero, and Virgil, 
wh~ch is before him. All that he ha3 read and studied opens at on= 
before his mind, and presents him with a mass of high and solemn 
imagery which can never be exhnusted." 

I connot but be awnre, that my mind has been instinctive in ila 
erception of matters and things in their state of transilu, that are 

gabitunlly overlooked by many others. i n  the consciousnes of my 
own peculiarity therein, I cnnnot but feel the force of remarka made 
by Colonel Tmmbull, in his autobiography,-tending equally to 



shorn that in his department of nationul painting, which is, in fan, 
hi3 desire for preserving his pictorial i n l a p  of the past, n-e haw 
been actuated measurably dike. "His alm (he says) hns been to 
transmit to those who come after us, the pewonal resemblance of those 
who hare beet the great actors in those scenes thalare past,-to por- 
tray which he had some ~uperiority, because he had been an actor 
and a willing obserrer of thing, for which no one then lives with 
him, possessing the same advanluge;--and witl~al, no one can come 
after him to divide the honour of their truth and authenticity. He 
may the~efore cherish an honest pride (he q s )  in the accomplish- 
ment of n work-such as .Itever lras leeu dmie before, and in which 
if is not easy f l a t  /re s/wuici$ind a rival." 

PENNSYLVANIA INLAND. 

THE whole cf Pennsylvania-such as it was for the first half cen- 
tury of the settlement,-was comprised within the three counties of 
Philadelphia, Buc/;s, and Chester; of these, therefore, we are chiefly 
to speak lo the following pages. All beyond these-westward and 
northward, until of latter years, consisted of unsettled lauds or lndian 
hunting grounds;-so very modern is every thing of irnproveinent 
end civilization in Pennsylvania, which we now behold. Such a 
country, so rnpid in its progress-so lately rising from compmtive 
nothingness, to be " a pmise in the earth," may well demand our 
admiration and renrd. 

Cotemponry W%II the first settlement of Pl~iladelphia, the colo- 
nists proceeded into the country, and laid the foundation of ~ u n d r v  
towns and neighbourhoods ; 4 &is was done while the country \v& 
in a wilderness state, and in the midst of the Indian nations, it may 
justly interest our readers to learn the earliest kliomn facts concern- 
ing several of such settlements. T o  this end, we sl~all relate sundry 
incidentsconcerning Pennsbury, Bucls counry, Chester, and t:llester 

. county, Byberry, Germantown, Fnnkford, Lancaster, k c .  Y e  
begin with Germantown, the largest and oldest town begun in Phila- 
dclphia county, to wit: 

T h e  Germantown settlement was first taken upby Francis Dal~iel 
Pastorius, the 12th of the 8th month, 1683, by a purchase from 
William I'enn, and was surveyed and laid out by the surveyor 
geuerd, 2d of 3d month, 1684 ; under a grant to him for himself and 
others for 6000 acres. I t  proved, however,to contain but 5700 acreP 



I t  was a part of Sprixgetlmj Mawr, and was distributed among 
the proprietaries as follows, viz. : 

200 acres to Dr. Fnncis  D. Prrstorius himself, on C7~estnut Hi, 
150 do. to Jurian Har~sfielder (the sane who in 1676 owned all 

Campington,) 
5350 do. T o  Pastorius, as apLt to German and Dutch owners, - called the Fmcfor t  company. 
5TUO do. - 

Pastorius and Hartsfielder were to pay yearly Is. per 100 acres, 
quitrent: nnd dl the others at the rate of 1s. per 1000 acres, (" they 
having bought off the quitrenis,") for ever to William Penn and 
heir8. 

T h e  patent for d l  the preceding land from Penn is executed by 
William hIarkham, secretary for Penmylvnnia, at Philadelphia, the 
3d April, 16S9, and it therein specifies "the purchasers,"ns follows, 
viz. : 

J ~ I C O ~ U S  Vandervalle - - - - - 535 acres 
Johan Jncob Sheetz - - - - - - 428 do. 
Daniel Spehagel - - - - - - 3563 do 
John W. Uberfeld - - - - - - - 107 do. 
George Stmuss - -. - - - - 1753 do. 
Jan Laurecs - - - - - - - 535 do. 
Abnharn H;rsevoet - - - - - 635 do. - 

8 6 7 5  do. 

Jacob Tellner - - - - - - - 989 acres 
Jon Strepem - - - - - . - 275 do. 
Dirk Sip~nnn - - - - - - - 588 do. 
Gobart Renckea - - - - - 161 do. 
Lenert Areis - - - - - - 501 do. 
Jacob Imcs - - - - - - - 161 do. 

2675 do. -- 
T h e  distribution of the l a d s  was made as follows : 

Germontown (proper) contained - - - 2750 acres 
Cresfm'r~~ - - - . - - - 884 do. 
Somerfmusen - - - - - - - 900 do. 
Crefeelt - - - - - 1 1 6 6 d o .  - . 5700 do. - 
AU the gbove 2076 aem were sold in 1708, for S3000, to one Spmgol, by Dn~liel 

Faulkner, as npnt to the Frnnkfonl Company, but as it wns eontnq to the wish of ht 
ndncipnle, it wnu nlwnys doomed n frnud, and did not convey a tmsfer. 
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Cerrmntonm \\-as incorporated as a borough town by a patent from 
R7iiiiam Penn, esecutetl in England in 16S9. Fnncis  Daniel Pas- 
torius, n'ciliau,\vns ~ m d e  first bailifT: m d  Jacob Tellner, Dirk Isnncs 
op den Cnf f  and Herwan op den GmK, three burghers, to act ex-of- 
ficio as town n~n$trates, and eight yeomen; the wllole to form n 
general court to s ~ t  once a month. They made laws and laid taxes. 

The  rown lost its charter for want of a due elccrion, otlicers not be- 
ing found willing to serve ; somewhere a b o ~ ~ t  1706. In a letter from 
Pnstorius to \Villiam Penn, dated in 1701-2, he slates his concern 
that he should not be able to get men toserve in thegenernl court for 
"COIISC~~JIC~ soke;"and he trusts,for a remedy, to an expected ~~rrival 
af emigrmrs. This difficulty probably arose from the oaths used in 
court proceedings. 

All the settlers in Creslleim built on the Creshein~ road, before 
settling a house on the Gemlantoan road through Cresl~eint. There 
i2 an old map, made in 1700, in which all their residences and barns 
at that time are marked. 

T h e  Germantown town lots (63') were located in 16S7, and were 
dnwn for by lot in 16S9, being 272 lots on each side of the road. 
Their side lots up town began from dbington lane, (at Samuel John- 
son's) and went up to the foot of the hill by Leibert's board gnrd. 
The  original price of the township of Gerrnantown wns 1s. per acre. 

The ori+ol of the following curious paper is in the hands of 
John Jolmson, Esq. 

'' We whose natlles we to these presents subscribed, do hereby 
certify unto all whon~ it may concern, that soon after our arrival in 
this province of Pennsylvania, in October, 1663, to our certain 
knowledge Herman op den GnCf, Dirk op den GmlT, and Abmham op 
den Graff, as me:l ns we ouwelres, i71 thecaue of Francis Daniel Pns- 
torius, at Pltiladelphia, did cast lots for the respective lots which they 
and we thev began to settie in Gerniantown ; and the said GmKs 
(three lirotl~ers) have sold their severnl lots, each by l~iilnself, no lesa 
than if a division in writing had been made by them. Witness our 
hands this 29th Nov., A. D. 1709. 

Lenart Arets Thomas Hunder Abnl~nrn Tynes 
Jan Lensen William Streygert Jim Luclcen 

Reiner Tysen. 
The  Fmnkford Land Company gave titles to much of the lands 

on each side of Germantown Mninstreet. The  company at first cow 
sisted of ten gentlemen living in Francfort, on the Maine, in Ger- 
nlany ; their a~ticles were execuied in that city on the 24th Novenl- 
ber, 16SG. They bought 25000 acres of land from William Penn. 
The  Ger~nnntown patent for 533J, and the Afanatauney p e n t  for 
B,377 acres. F. D. Pnsrorius sns appointed the attorney for the 
company, and after his resignation Dan. Fnulkner was, in 1708, 
made nttorney. 

Most of the old houses in Germantown nre ~lwtered on the inside 
with clay and straw mixed, and over it is laid finishing coat of tbiu . 



lime plaster; some old houses seem to be made with log fmmes and 
the insterstices filled with wattles, river rushes, and clay intermired. 
In  a house of ninety years of nge, taken down, the ,- in the cloy 
oppired as green ns when c u t  Probably twenty houses now re- . 
main of the primitive population. They ore of but one stoq, so 
Ion- that a man sig feet high can readily touch the eves of the roof. 
Their gable ends are to the street. T h e  ground shry is of stone or 
of lo,p-or sometimes the front room is of stone, and the back room 
is of Log, and thus they have generally one room behind the other. 
The  roof is high and mostly /ripped, forms a low bed chamber; the 
en& of the houses &om the f i r s t s l 0~  ore of bonrds orsomelimes of 
sl~ingles, with a small chamber window ot each end. Nany roofs 
were then tiled. 

In  modem times those houses made of l o g  have been lathed and 
plilstered over, so as to look like stone houses ; the doors all divide in 
the middle, so ns to have an upper and a lower door: and in some 
houses the upper door folds. T h e  windows are two doors, opening 
inwards, and were at  first set in leaden fmmes with outside f m e s  of 
wood. 

The  Germans who originally nrrived, came for conscience sake to 
this land, and were a very religious community. They were usu- 
ally called PalalPres, because they came from a Palatinate, called 
Cresheim and Crefelt Many of the Germnn Friends had been con- 
vinced by William Penn in Germany. Soon after their settlement, 
in 1653, some of them who were yet in Philadelphia, suffe~ed con- 
aidembly by a fire, and were then publicly assisted by the Friends. 

The  origind passports of the first inhabitanta corning from Ger- 
many to Germantown were written with golden ink on parchment, 
and were very elegant 

Wishert Levering, o first setler, lived to the nge of 109, aod died 
at Roxborough in 1744. 

Jacob Snyder lived to be 97. 
Francis Daniel Pastorius was a chief nmong the first settlers ; he 

was a scholar, and wrote Latin in ti good hand, and left n curioue 
manuscript work called 'Lt/re Bee," containing a beautiful collection 
of writing, and various curiousselections. He  once owned nll Chest 
nut hill on both sides of the road. H e  was a member of aesembly 
in 1687; and attorney for the Fmnkford Land Compnny. H e  died 
about the year 1720. I have been indebted to the kindness of James 
Hnywood, of Cambridge, Mnssachusetts, for an explnnotion of the 
old Gerrnnn pamphlet, 121no., in the Cambridge Libmry, done by F. 
D. Prlstorius, as a Description of Pennsylvonio." Its consists of 
elmdry subjects, printed in Holland, viz. : 

A voyPge fro111 London to Pennsylvaniil, in 1683. 
Pastonus' Account of the condition of Pennsylvania, in 1683. 
T h e  Charier by Charles 11. to William Penn, of March 1651- 

Penn's Constitution,-a Geogmphic Description of the Country, its 
Trade, and a History with some account of the Aborigines,--and 



Extracts of several letters of Pirstorius to Itis friends in Germany- 
An eMract of \ \X;un  13enn's account of Pennsylvania, in o letter w 
111s friends in Lolidon, &c. 

Tlte \vliole seems 10 be an  extract (itn anszug) with notes, done 
- 

from Folne 1;lrger work. 
zircr~tj. Klincken came from Holland with William Penn in hi 

first voyage in 1GS2. H e  had seen and know1 Penn in Holland. 
He  built the iirst l ~ o  story ltouse ever mised in Gennantown; and 
I'enn \v;s present and partook of the raising dinner; the same old 
stone house on Jrlstus Joltnson'3 premises. He  died at the age of 
PO. He  left a zon wl~ose name \vr.its 

Antltony Iilincker~, a great hunter, wlto spent a Ion: life in such 
exercises. H e  used to hare thegarret of the Ilouse filled in the win- 
ter wit11 wild pix, and llad it marked with the date d ~ e n  11e killed 
it, so as to eat I I  in,due succession as an epicure. T h e  sailre Itotls:: 
next to Justus Johnson's premises. H e  even purcl~lised a Gemlan 
Xzqer, celebrated for dtooting, to aid ltim in Itis field sports ; he llad 
iron prickers to the hands and feet to aid in climbing lofty trees for 
crows' scalps, whiclt bore a premium. H e  used to w d e  h e  Wism- 
hiccon in the depth of winter; finally contracted rl~eulnatism nnJ 
gout, which so ossified the fles!~ of his knuckles, tltat he could scmpe 
chalk from d ~ e m  when old! H e  never went to Pl~iladelpltia nith- 
out taking his gun with him in the spring and fall, and never came 
home without seven1 gecse or ducks, which he had killed in a spa t  
terdoclr potid, then at the corner of Fourth and High streets! He 
called it the best game pond any where to be found. This was pro- 
bably about the years 1500 to 1710. H e  used also to speak ~vith 
wonder of seeing hundreds of rats in the flats among thespntterdocks 
at Pool's bridge, and that he was in the habit of killing them for 
:wusement ~LS fast as he could load. H e  w:a born about the year 
1677, and died about 1759, nged about 62 years. 

As early as 1700 there were four hennits living near Germantown 
--John Seelig, Kelpius, Uony, and Conrad Mathias. Tltey lived 
near Wissahiccon and the Ridge. Benjamin Lay lived in a cave 
{tear the York Road, at. Bmnclttomn. 

Joltrt Kelpiusl the hermit, Wils nGerman of Siebi~rgen ih TnnsyL 
ranin, of an en~inertt family, (tn~dition says he was noble,) and a SLU- 

dent of Dr. John Fahitius, at Helmstndt. H e  wns also acorrespond- 
en1 of Mreclien, chaplain to the Prince of Denmark in London. 
H e  came to this country in 1694 with John Seelig, Barnnrd Kuster, 
(Cosier,) Daniel Fdkener, and about forty-t.mo others, being generally 
Inen of ed~icatioti and learning, to devote themselves, fo~piety's s;&, 
lo a solitary or single life ; and receiving the appellation of the "So- 
ciety of the Woman in the wilderness." They first arrived among 
the Getmans at Gernta~ltown, where they shone awhile " m a pecu- 
liar light," but. they settled chiefly "on the Ridgf," tl~en a wilder. 
ness. I n  I'iOS, Kelpius, who was regarded as thetr leader, died " in 
:he midst of his days," (said to be 35,)-after his death the memberc 
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began to f d l  in with the world around them, and some of them to 
break their avowed religious intentions by marrying. Thus  the so 
ciety lost its distinctive cltarncter and died away: but ptevious to 
their dispersion they were joined about the yenr 1704 by some others, 
among whom wvm Conrnd Mathkw, (the Inst of the Ridge hern~iu,) 
a Switzer, and by Cliristopher IVitt.. (sotttctit~~es called Dr. mitt of 
Germnnt own,) n professor of medicine, and a 1nup.2' or (liuilier. 

After llte dent11 of Kelpius,  he hith was continued in the person 
of John Scelig who had been his cott~panion, i d  wiis also n scholcut. 
Seelig I~vcd many years after hi111 i l ~  ;I hmulil, and was remarkable 
for resisting tlte offers of h e  ~vorltl, i d  for wearing n coarse garment 
like that of Kelpius. 'I'l~is St:elig records the tleatlr of his friend 
Keipins in liOY, in a AIS. Hymn Book of Kelpius', (set to music,) 
which I have seen-aying he (lied ill fiis prrlett ,  and attended by 
nll his childrm, (spiritual ones: rind cltildren wlton~ he taught gr;itis,) 
s e e p i ~ ~ g  as for the loss of n father. That  Kelpius was a man of 
learning is tested by some of his writings ;. n very small-written book 
of one hundred pages, once in my possesston. It contains his writ- 
ing$ in Latin, Hebrew, Greek, Germim and English : nnci this last 
(wl~ich is very remarkable, he being a foreigner,) is very p e e  and 
pure. T h e  journnl of his voyage to this country, in sixteen pages, 
is d l  in Lntin ; some of his letters (of which there are seven1 in 
German, and two in En$ish) are in Latin : they are all on religious 
topics, and saving his peculiar religious opinions, reason very acutely 
and soberly. From venturing with the thousands of his day togive 
spiritual interpretations to Scripture, where it wns not so intended, Ire 
fell upon a scheme of religion mhich drove him and other students 
from the Universities of Germany, and under the name of Pietists, 
&c., to seek for some immediate and strange revelations. H e  and his 
friends therefore expected the miUemiurn yenr wns close at hand-so 
near that he told the fitst Alex. Mack (the first of the Germantown 
Tunkers) thnt he should not die till he saw it! H e  believd nlso 
t l ~ n t ~ '  the woman in the wilderness," mentioned in the Revelations, 
was prefigurative of the great deliverance that was then soon to be 
displayed for tlte church of Christ. As she w t ~ s  :' to come up from 
the wilderness leaning on her beloved," so the beloved in the wilder- 
ness, laid nside nll other engagements, (i. e. being hermits, nnd 
trimming their lamps and adorning themselves with holiness, that 
they mny be prepared to meet the snme with joy.) "Therefore they 
did well to observe the signs of the times, and every new phenome- 
non (whether moral or preternnturnl) of meteors, stars, or colours of 
the skies, if peradventure the harbinger m y  appear." H e  argued 
too, thnt there wne n threefold wilderness, like stnte of progression in 
spiritual holiness: to wit, " the barren, the fruitful and the wilder- 
ness state of the elect of God." In the lnst state, after mhich he 
was 'seeking, aa n highest degree of holiness, he believed it very es- 
eentid to attain it by dwelling in eolitude or in the ~mldem.ess: there- 
fore he argues Moses' holiness by being prepared forty years in the 
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wilderness-Christ's being tempted forty days in the wilderness as an 
epitome of the o t h e r J o h n  the Baptist coming from the wilderness, 
kc .  H e  thought it thus proved that holy men might be thus qudified 
tc, come forth among men w i n ,  to convert whole cities, and to work 
signs and wo~lders. H e  was much visited by religious persons 
Iielpius professed love and charity with all-but desired to live 7Ah- 
out a name or sect  T h e  nattle they obtained was given by others. 
There are two of Kelpius' RIS. Hymn Books still extant in Ger- 
nlantown : one of iris own composing, in German, is called elegani ; 
they are cu;ous, too, because  hey are all tra?slaled into Eng l i~h  
poetry ( t ~ e  for line) by Dr. C. Wilt, the diviner or magus. T h e  
titles of some of them may exhibit the mind of the author: 
" Of the wildemess--or.Virgin-Cross love." 

T h e  contentment of the God-loving soul." 
" Of the power of the new virgin-body wherein h e  Lord revealetb 

his mysteries." 
"A loving moan of the disconsolate soul." 
" Colloqu~um of the soul with itsclf." 
'' Upon Rest after he had been wearied with Labour in the wilder 

ness." 
Although he looked for np l i f i co t i on  to go forth and convefl 

towns and cities in the name of the Lord, it is manifest, that neither 
he nor his conlpanions were enthusinstic enough to go into the worid 
without such endowment. They  often held religious meetings in 
their hemtitage, with people who solicited to come to them for the 
purpose. Kelpius' hut or house stood on the hill where the widow 
Phmbe Riter now lives. Her log house has now stood more than 
forty years on the same cellar foundation which wns his ; it  is on a 
steep descending grnssy hill, well exposed to the sun for warmth in 
the winter, rind hns n spring of the hermit's making, half down the 
hill, shaded by a very stout cedar tree. After Kelpius' hut went 
down, the foxes used to burrow in his cellar; he called the place the 
'' Burrow of Rocks, or Rocksburrow"-now Roxborough. 

Doctor C/mktophct Witt wns born in E~,gland (in Wi!tahire) in 
16'75 : came to this country in 1704, and dted in 1765, nged 90. 
H e  was a skilful physician and a learned man; wns reputed a 
magus or diviner, or in grosser terms a conjuror; and mas a student 
and a believer in all the learned absurdities arid mnrvellous preten- 
sions of the Rosicrucian philosophy. T h e  Germans of that day, 
and indeed mmy of the English, prnctised the casting of no t id i e s  
-and ns this required mathematical and nstronomicnl lcnming, it of- 
ten followed that such a competent scholar wns called '& a fortune 
teller." Doctor Witt "cast nativities," and was called a conjuror: 
while Christopher Lehman, who wns n scholar and a friend of Wilt 
and could cast nativities, and did them for dl of his own nine cliil. 
dren, hut never for hire, was called a notnry public, a surveyor, and 
a gentleman. , 





Benjamin Lay, the hermit, ~ ~ l l e d  the LL Pythngorean, cynical, 
Christinn philosopher," dwelt in n cave on the York road, new Dr. 
De Benneville's. H e  left it in the year 1741, nnd went to reside 
with John Phipps, near Friends' t n e e h g  house at Abinqon , 
H e  was suddenly tnken ill when from home, and desired he  mght 
be taken to the dwellittg of his friend Joshun Moms, about a mile 
from Pl~ipps', where he died on the 3d of February, 1769, nged 52 
years. He wns the first public declaimer ngninst the iniquities of 
holding slaves. H e  wns in cotiimunion with the Gern~antowtt 
e n .  It is to the honour of the Gerntau Frienrls of German- 
town, h t  a3 early ns 16SS they addressed the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting nt Burlington, " protestin: n,dnst the buying, selling, and 
holding men in slavery, and declaring it, in their opinion, on act irre 
concileable with the precepts of the Christian religion." 

Fh'en&.-Their first meetings were held at Dennis Conrad's 
house, (then spell Tennis Kundert,) os enrly ns 1683. Pnrt of the 
wall of that ancient house tnny now be seen on the north-west end 
of the two houses rehtilt and occupied by Lesher, nsnn inn. On the 
site where Dr. George Densell's house now stands, there wits an  an- 
cient house, pulled down by Dr. Bensell, in which will inn^ Penn 
preached: it was low nnd built of frnrne work and filled in with 
bricks. He also preached at Schutnacher's ancient house, built in 
16S6, and till lately stnnding in Mehl's mendow-of which see a 
picture. 

In  1705, the Friends built o meeting house of stone, in their p r e  
sent gniveyard on the street. I t  hos been taken down. From the 
originul subscription nnd account book, it appean that they bought 
fifty acres for 3 6 0 ,  rnised by subscription of individuals and other 
meetings, in sutns of from 20s. to 310,4s .  In  Philadelphia, one 
l~uridred and thirty pereons of rhnt meeting gnve $12, 7s. Sd. 
Eighteen Friends in Frnnkford contributed 3 2 2 ,  Ss. I n  Abington, 
tliirty-seven persons gnve 3 2 1 ,  6s. chiefly in wheat at 4s. Byberq 
meeting gave forty bushels of whent, 3S,3s.  T h e  prices of lnbour 
were then 3s. 6d., apples 1s. 6d. per bushel, boards 10s. per hundred, 
lime 14d.,oats 2s. 6d., mnlt 4s. 6d., bricks 22s. per thousand,linseed 
oil Bs., nails 1s. 2d., shingles 10s. per thousmd, timber 6s. per ton, 
sawing 10s. per hundred. 

%kers.-In 1709. the l'umtards from Germnnv and Holland 
etni,gnted to ~enns~ lvnn in ,  nnd settledJirst nt ~ e n n k t o w n .  Their 
Grst collected meetings were held in the log house in front of their 
present stone church in Beggnrstown. Alex. Mack was then their prin- 
cipal lender. H e  wns a very rich miller in Cresheim, gnve all hie 
property in common, and came with €4 or 10 to Gertnantown in 1708. 
H e  died old : and his son Alexander lived to be nenr 91 yenrs of nge 
Thnt lo,o / m e  wns built in 1731, by John Pe~tikoffer, for hisdwell- 
ing, who procured his funds, by &ng gifts therefor from the inhn- 
bitants. 13ecnuse it was the fimt house in the plnce and procured by 
begging, it wns cnlled Beggnrstown." T h e  stone churclt on the 



sane  pren~ises mas built in l7iO. Ales. Nnck, junior, succeeded 
his father as minister, nnd Peter Bnker had been their minister ns 
eculy as 17S3. T h e  original Tunkers from E p l ~ n t a ,  used to drw 
dike, ant1 without hats covered their heads with the hoods of thei~ 
coats, which \\-ere a kind of p y  surtour, like the Dominican friars. 
Old persons now living remember when forty or fifty of the111 would 
come tllw attired on a religious visit from Ephnta: near L;~ncaster, 
to Gern~a~~town,  walkingsilcnfly in Indian file, and with long beards ; 
also gin al~out the waist, and barefooted, or with sandals. 

The  dlottto~tists' first meeting house was built here in 170% m d  
\KLS a log l~o~lse ,  in the same lot where their present Etone house 
(built in 1770) now stands. T h e  log liouee was also a school house, 
kept by Christopher Duck, in 1740. 

T h e  Gerrna~r Reformed erected their first meeting house, opposite 
to the lllarket house, about the yearli33. T h e  front half part \vas fim 
built ; the back part was added in 1762. This old church, (of rvhicli 
a picture is given:) in the market square, originated ns n Lftttcl~ Re- 
formed, and ~vas  built and used as one directly under the Reformed 
churcll in I-lollarid. From thence it bad its first pastor. I t  had nu 
ancient. sl~ingle roofed steeple after the Dutch manner, and W:IS sur- 
mounted by awe11 finished iron cock,beingthe Dutch sign of a church. 
From its low eiongateii form, of stone, with its adjunct additions and 
affiseu, and lam beams to the ~llery-with high and narrow pnlpit 
and sounding board-it was in rffielf n venerable specimen of the oh 
dm tinre, and for that cause mns to be prized for its associutiolzs. 
It seemed in itself calculnted to bring up die recollections of the fore- 
fathers cvho once worshipped there. I t  seemed the very place to 
inspire the descei~dnnls\vith hallowed reminiscences of those who 
had gone before tl~eni. Among its recollections wls that of its be- 
ing the place, in 1793, where General Washington and his family 
regularly went, as often as thev hi~d English preaching, which was 
sometimesdone by Ihctor ~ n ; i t h ,  from the Fulls of Schuylkill. But 
time, nntl 1112 passion for ne~vness,resolved them "to pull down and 
build greiiter." They therefore lately made a new brick cl~urch in irs 
plam T h e  steeple was taken down with much skill, entire, and 
taker) away to 1)e preserved as a grnceful sumlner house, by one who 
had the f;~ncy for t l~us preserving it as n relicof the past; and the rod 
and vane wire talien and set up  ngain npon Mr. Stolies' hall. T h e  
steeple at the sun~rr~it  had many rifle b d l e ~ s  in itl shot there hy the 
Pastirng boys, when they shot at !he vane ns a mark. T h e  old organ? 
too, w t h  11s mrnpet angels in their golden m y ,  just ns the whole 
came from Holland, was discarded nnd cast aside. 

T h e  whole subject forcibly brings to mind the poetic description 
nnde by ME. Seba Smith, sitying, 

They aU are parsing from the land, 
Those ~ L M C I L M  old and ay, 

\ 
In which our fathers use r to smd, 

In years gone by, to pmy- 



They never hnelt,* those stem old men 
Who worshipp'd a t  our dmrs  then. 

No, all that e'en the semblance bore 
Of popedom on its face, 

Our fathers as the men of ore 
Spurn'd from thr holy plwe- 

They hw 'd  the hrart alone in p n  er r And worshipp'd God thus stern y there. 

Shrough coarse gray plaster might be seen 
Ork timbers large and slrong, 

And those who reared them must have been 
Stout men when they werqyounz- 

For oft I've heard my gnndswe speak. 
How men were growing thin and weak. 

His heart mas twined, I do believe, 
Round every umber there- 

For memory loved a web to weave 
01 all the young and fair, 

Who ga~hcr'd thrre with him to pray 
Forrnany a long, long Sabbath day. 

H e  saw n p i n  his youthful bride-- 
His w h ~ t e  hair'd boys once more 

All walk'd denlurely by his side, 
As in those days of ore. Y Alas! those boys are o d and gray, 

And & llath pass'd in death away. 

Thnt souruling h o d !  to me 11 seem'd 
A cherub po i sd  on high- 

A mystery I almo3t deem'd 
Quite hid from vulgar eye. 

And that old pastor, wrapt in prnyer, 
Look7d doubly awful 'neath it there. 

I see it all once more ; once more 
That lengthen'd p n  er I hear- 

I hear the child's foot k c k  the door,- 
I sre the mother's fear- 

And that long knotty sermon too, 
My grandsire heard it nll quite through. 

But us it deeper grew and deep-- 
H e  always used to r i s e  

H e  would not like the women, s l e e p  
But stood with fixed eyes. 

And look'd intent upon the floor, 
T o  hear each dark point o'er and o'er. 

Aye pull them down, as well ye may, 
Those altars stern nnd old- 

It was one of the poinls of cnrly opposition to l h  Chum, t d  dhYIfCm ih01lld 
not kneel, slthry naid the orhem did, im much by rule. 
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Thev speak of hose long pasu'd away. 
Whose ashes now are cold. 

Few, few are now the strong ann'd men 
Who worshipp'd at our altars then. 

And they reproach you with their tnight, 
The pious, proud and free- 

The wise in council, strong in fight, 
Who never bow'd the knee. 

And those gmy churches only stand 
A s  emblems of that hardy band 

Then pull them down and rear on high 
New-Tangled, painted things, 

Fur these but mock the modem eye. 
The past arouud them bnngs 

Then pull them down.and u ward rear 
A pile which suits who here. 

The Lutheran Clmrc/~.-It is not accurately known when thin 
mas built, but it hadnn addition of its front pan made to it in 1746. 
I t  is certoin, too, that there was a church in Germantown before the 
first one in Philadelphia, which mils erected in 1743. T h e  fiwt or- 
dained minister, Dr. H. M. Muhlenburg, came to Philadelphia in 
1742, and of course before that time their services in Germantown 
were conducted by their schoolmnster, ns is their pmctice in similar 
cmes. I n  1754 a lottery of five thousand tickecs,at $2 each, wns 
dmwn in Philadelphia, to net 2562 to purchase a messuage and lot 
of ground in Germantown for the minister of the Luthemn church 
and school house, etc., for the benefit of the poor of the society, the 
minister to instruct the pour children. I n  1761 the Luthemn church 
at  Barren-hill wns also built by n lottery. 

Nothing but German was preached in the Luthemn and German 
churches tdl of late years, nnd the present Presbyterian church wns 
formed by the seceders from those cllurches, becituse the other mem- 
berswould not agree to h ~ ~ e  English preaching for /mythe time. 
They built their stone church in 1812, under the patroonge of the 
Rev. Dr. Blnir. 

T h e  Alethodkts begnn to preach in Gernmntown nbout the year 
l79S, and in 1600 they built their stone meeting house, in the lane 
opposite to Mr. Samuel Harvey's house. I n  1823, their former 
church being too smnll, they built a new and lnrger meeting house. 

T h e  Protestant Episcopal Church of St. Luke \ws built in the 
year 1819 : the first Rector was the Rev. Charles Dupuy : previously 
the society nssenr1)led for worship ar the house of James Stokes, at 
the corner of the c h r c h  lane. ,, 

T h e  lower burying ground of half an  acre wns the gift of John 
Streeper, of Germany, per Leonard Aret; and the upper one wos 
given by Pnul WolK T h e  potter's field in Bowman's lane wne 
bought in 1765 for lr6 10s. containing one hu~ldred nnd forty 
perches. 



T h e  first grist mill set up in Philadelphia county was that now cnlled 
Robens' n1111, in Church lane, just one mile norheast  from the mar 
ket squnre. Roberts' mill wns erected ns early ns l6S3, by Richard 
Townsend, a public Friend, who brousht the chief tnatenals from ' 

England. Some years aftenvnrds, in hls printed addrew to Friends. 
he speahof this mill nnd his early difEculties,and [he kind provi- 
dence extended to him there, which are very interesting, H e  states 
that his was the only mill for p i n  in d l  the parts; and was of gmrrt 
use to the inhabitnnls. That  they brought their grist on men's backs, 
save one man, who had a tame bull which performed thelabour. That  
by reason of his seclusion in the midst of the woods, he hnd but little 
chance of any supply of flesh men[, and svas sometimes in great 
stnib therefor. On one occnsion, while he wns inowing in his 
mendow a young deer came near to him, and seemed to wonder at 
his labour; it would follo~v him up while Ile worked, but when he 
stopped or approached it, it skipped away ; but nn accident made 
him stumble, nnd so m e d  the deer, that he rushed suddenly nsidc 
apinst  a sapling, and being stunned, he fell and was taken dive 
and killed, to the great relief of the family. See Appendis, p. 511. 

The  first paper mill in Pennsylvania was built by Garret Ritten- 
house. It stood nbout n hundred ynrds higher up the stream than 
where old RI:~rtin Rittenhouse now lives, at C. Markle's. It was carried 
olf by a freshet. \Yillinm Penn wrote n letter soliciting the good peo. 
ple to give some aid in rebuilding it with their money. T h e  grist 
mill, now Nicholns Rittenhouse's, on Wisahiccon, below +dile's, 
wns built without the use of carts, or roads or bnrrowa. 

T / L ~  dcar1e1ny.-There were numerous scholars here in the Ger- 
man school, sixty-five years q o ;  now there are none taught. T h e  
public scl~ool now called the Acndemy wns first commenced in build- 
ing in 1760, by a subscription chiefly mised in Philadelphia; but it 
not being likely to be finished thereby, in 1761 they made a lottery 
to drnw in Philadelphia, of 6667 tickets, at $3, to nise $3000 at 15 
per cent. to Gnish it. In  1821 the legislaturegrnnted $1000 to help it out 
of debt. Their fkst teacher wns Dove, distinguished in Philadelphia as 
a scholar: and he hnd considernble fnme ns a satirical poet in political 
controversies. H e  used to eend a committee of boys with a lantern 
and candle in day time, ringing a bell, to find absent scholars, and 
bring them with shame to school. His name wns David I. Dove. 
He  direred with the trustees,and built the house next to the Acn- 
demy ns an opposition seminary, and found hilnself unsuccessful 
and mortified. Pelatiah Webster succeeded him ; all thnt time there 
\vns also n Germnn mnster and scholnrs, and all the education 
there wm at 10s. per quarter, nnd now English is $5, and the Inn- 
gunges $10. 

The  ntar/;et house and  prison was built in 1741. T h e  ground 
wns granted for thnt purpose by James de la Plnine ir 1701; the d d  
De la Plnine lived in and owned James Stokes' house. There wae 
once npound in the market square at the south-enst end, and near i~ 



stood a small log prison, in which one A d m  Hogem~oed mas im- 
pnsot~ed for a stt1aU ofrcnce of intempennce. His friends pried it up  
at one corner and Irl hiin out at night Some time nfter Ite nlade h e  
prison his free house. for \vhen the charter wns lost, i t   as mld to 
him and IIC ruored it to where it now forms part of Joseph Green's 
group of houses. 

In 1761 Jacob Coleman began, from the King of Prusjia Inn, 
tlte fiwt stage with an amzing, to run to Philadelphia, three times a 
seek,  to the George Inn, south-west comer of Second and Arch 
streets. H e  aftenvards n n  a stage to Reading, 

I h r e  not seen any ancient inhabitant who had a correct know- 
ledge respecting the terms on which they once held court. They had a 
trndition that they held couns here lcfore it was done in Philadelphia! 
But I have seen the recordof the original pntent,from which I nbstrnct 
as folloas, viz-A patent of William Penn,dated London, August 12, 
16S9, and on the back thereof, this endorsement, viz.: " 12 6mo. 16S9, 
let this pass the great seal. T o  Thomas Lloyd, keeper thereof, in 
Pennsylvnnia. (Signed) William Penn." On the inside was aflired, 
"passed under tlle great seal of the provinceof Pennsylronia,on the 
3d day of the 3d mo. 1691." This therefore mnrks the period, I pre- 
sume, at which they began to lire subject 10 the laws of a borough 
tomi. T h e  patent grnn~s"that F m c i s  Ilaniel Pastorius, ciz7'Iiarr, m d  
J. Tellner, nlerchant, Dirk I m c s  op den Gneff and eight other free- 
men of Gertnantown, (named,) shall be a body c o p n t e  by tlte name 
of the boiliff, bugeyes and commonalty of Germanto\rn, in the 
county of Pltiladelphta. T o  have perpetual succession, and at  all 
times thereafter shdl  Le able and capable in law with a joint stock 
to tmde, tlnd with the same to take, purchase, &c., messuages, lands, 
kc., of a yearly value of 31500 per annum. T o  have aud to use a 
common seal. That  there shall be elected cme h i l @  (Pastorius) 
nlld four burgesses and six persons committee-men, all from the 
nforesrrid eleveu nominated corporation, which shall constitute 'and 
be called the General Court of the Corporation of Germnntown.' 
T h e  then appointed corporation to continue in ofiice till the 1st De- 
cenlber next ensuing, m d  front thence UXTIL there be a 11ew choice 
of other persons to succeed them, ' according ns therein directed.' 

T h e  bailiff and the two eldest burgesses for the time being shnll 
be justices of tlio peace. T h e  bailiIT and the oldest burg~sse~ ,  and 
the recorder for the time being, ~llall  hold nnd keep one cowl of re- 
cord, to be held every s i xweeh  for hearingall civil causes nccordmg 
to !he laws of the province. And nlso to l~old nnd to kcepamarl;et 
every sixth day, in such places t~ theprovi71~7'aI charter cloth direct." 

[Reco~ded at Philadelphia. 13th 32 month, 1691.1 
T h e  government of Gerrnantown began the 6th of 61no. 1691, 

~ n d  terminaled 25th of 12th mo. 1706-7, being fifteen years. 
T h e  borough nnd court records of Germnntown were ordered to 

the Rerorder's ofice in Philadelphia, by an act of the Genernl As- 
renlhly in 1769. Frotn those records I have extracted the following 





primitive and ':simple annals" of that le~ntzing era of sedement 
and civilizrttion, to wit: 

The  Records of tlte Courts of Record held in tlte Corporation of Ger- 
manro\vn, fro111 the 6th day of 8th ~ t t o t ~ t l t ,  IIIIIIO 1691, [the year 
of their gettin;. their charter fro111 \Villi;utt Penn,] and tl~encefor- 
w r d  from tittle to time ;-thus trar~scriled by order of a generill 
court held at the said Gertnnnto\vn, tlte 26111 day of 10th nlonth, in 
the year 1696. 

Anno 1691. The  6th day of the Sth month tltcflrst cowt of 
record wi~s l~eld ut Germantown, in the public ttteeting house, [of 
Friet~ds,] before Fnincis D;uliel l'astorius, bailifl, Jacob 'l'ellner, Dirk 
1s;tacsop den Grrtrf, ; ~ n d  Hert~tan Isaacs op den Grnef, the rhree eldest 
burpses. Isaac Jacobs van Bebber, recorder; Paul Wolf, clerk; 
Andrew Souplis, sherifT; Jan Lucken, constable. Proclatnation 
beittg t~tade by Andrew Souplis, tlte charter was read, and the ollicen 
attested. Cllspnr Carsten nnd his wife, who were both bound over 
to this court for menacing tlte constable, when about to serve a war- 
rant u p t i  them, were called, and, submitting to the bench, were 
fined two pounds, ten shillings. T h e  court adjourned until the 17th 
of Kovember ne s t  

1692, the 29th day of 9th month. John Silans (upon Jacob 
Schumwher's cotnplaint) promised before this court to finish the said 
Jacob Scltumacher's barn within four weeks nest coming. [Observe 
there are no fines or pennlties in the case-only a prmtrisc of better 
action !] \Valter Sin~ons and James de la Plnine. for ~hemsplves and 
in belrrtlf of their neighbourhood, protested igninsr the road from the 
Mill street towards Thomas Rutter's, as not being laid out by the 
governor's order. 

1692-3, the 21st dav of 12th month. Bv reason of the absence 
of some, for religious ;neetins over s ~ h u ~ i i i l l ,  this court wns ad- 
journed till the 4th of 2d month, 1693. [How considerate and 
nccotn~nodating !] 

1693, the 8th day of 6th month. F i n c i s  Daniel Pastorius, as 
attorney of the Fntnkford Company, delivered unto Wigart Levering 
a deed of enfeoflinent contnining fifty acres in Germantown. h n e ~  
de la Plaine, coroner, brought into this court the natnes of the jury 
which he stttntnoned the 24th day of 4th month, 1701, viz- 
Thotnas \Villiatns, foreman, Peter Heorlis, Herman op den Grnef, 
Reiner Peters, Peter Shoemaker, Reiner Tissen, Peter Brown, John 
Unslett, Thomas Pottn, Reiner Herntans, Dirk - Johnson, -_- Herman 
Turner. Their verdict was as followeth : We, the jury, find that 
through carelessness the cart and the lime killed tlte man; the 
wheel wounded his back and head, and it killed him. 

1701, the 20th day of 11th mon~h. Reiner Peters, for calling the 
slteriff, on open street, a rascal and liar, was fined 20 shillings. 

1703, tlte 28th day of 12th month. When the cause of Matthew 
Smith against Dilniel Faullcner being moved, the plainti& by r e i~on  
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of conscience, viz., that this day was the d a ~  11-herein Herod slew the 
innocents, as also that his witnesses ae re  and would for the aforesaid 
zezson not be here, desired n continuance to the nest cow: of record 
to be held for this corpontion; which xvns allowed of, provided the 
said Daniel E'aillkncr do then appear and stand to trial. 

1703-4. the Sth day of 12th month. George Xiiller, for his 
drunkenness, was cortde~rtned to five dags' in~pri~onntet t~  Item, to 
pay the constable 2 shillings for seminc t!le unrriirlt in the case of 
his hying n wager to smoke above one llundred pipes in one day. 

[AI this place 111ere seenls to be a stoppge of rourt proceeding, 
until the next openinr in 1706-7, which was then n ~ a d e j n a l .  A 
letter of Pastorius to Wm. Penn, when in Philadelphia in 1701-2, 
which I lrave seen, says, he believes there will be a dificulty to get 
men :o serve in the general court, "for cot~cience sakey7-ntenning 
the oatlts.] 

On the 17th or 12th mo., 1701, the general court of Germarttown 
present to \I'm. Penn, their " honourable and dear governor," newly 
arrived, L c t l ~ e  petition of the Germantown corp~mu'on'~-to the 
elrect, L L  that seventeen years preceding they had laid out the town- 
ship in lots and more compac~ settlenlents than elsewhere had been 
done, so that some dwelling so near each other, hnd not enough 
of timber to lnake their separate fences, whereby they were com- 
pelled to fence in four quarters- meaning, it is believed, on the four 
n n ~ l e s  of the oblong square, on t L e outside only]-consequently re- 
quiring much care, lest by carelessness of one or other, the rest 
[within the enclosure] should suaer harm or injury." 

?'hey also represent, &' that by reason of ihe charter of 1659, 
grunted unto Germanto\vn-construing the same most beneficially to 
the grmtees, they have hitherto refused to pay those tnxes, levitv 
and inipositions, ~vh i c l~  the county courr~ do lay upon those under 
thdr.iurisdiction-for b e i y  by the sflid charter exempted fronl the 
county court of Philndelph~a, and having our own court of record, 
as well as our genenl court, we cannot bt~t believe that we are freed 
frdm all charges towards the said counly-seeing the1 it  would be 
mther n burthen than n privilege to pay both the county Inxvs and 
the taxes of our own corporntion. [Just the very thing which cil izem 
of Philadelphia now do.] As to the provincial taxes we iiiiike IIO 

exceptions, and Are willing to bear our share, as good and loyal sub- 
jects sl~ould.'~ 

"We implore thy benevolence, that thou wilt so defend nnd s u p  
port oar township, by way of expliinntion to thy oforesaid clrarter, 
that our corporntion may Be ezempted from 1111 and every cou?~fy 
t i~x;  and rvhereas, we before represented a difficulty of finding per- 
eons to serve in the corporn~ion, for conscience sake, we hope il rtliiy 
I J ~  remedied, as it is already in part, by orrivals of new cornem 
nlnong us." 

1706-7, the 11th day of 12th month, (January,) before Thomna 
Ruuer, bailiff, &c. T h e  court was opened ; the queen's nttornev 
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George Lowther laid the following points before this court: lst, that 
the geneml court of this corporation did lay taxes, &c. ; 2d, that the 
justices wanted their qudifications; 3d, chat this court did clear by 
proclamation, kc., and 4 h ,  bind over to the peace, and not to h e  . 
Philadelphia county ; 5th, that Johannw Ihster  mnrried a couple 
without the limits of the corpomtion; and [he, the said queen% 
attorney,] desired the court's answer to the government: whereupon 
this court adjourned till two o'clock ill the afternoon, nnd having 
given their answers to the mid attorney-general, further adjounled to 
the 25th day of this instant. 

N. B. The  said attorney-genernl promking then to procure the 
government power to qualify them Ilimself-the which, nevertheless, 
Ice did ~ w f ,  t/tougIt often r ep i r ed  a d  well paid; and Nletefore, 
from theme, no mare courts were kept at Germnntotmz! And the 
above charged points being pnrtly false, and the others sufficiently 
answered, convinced the mid attorney-general, us by his own hand- 
writing, hereunto may appear. 

Old Nr. J. W., about the year 1720, purchased five hundred acrw 
of land at  2s. per acre, adjacent to where his descendant now lives ; 
when he aftenvards sold much of it nt 3 3  per acre, he thought he 
was doing wonders; some of it has since been worth $200 to $300 
per acre. 

T h e  price of labour in and about Germantown, sixty yea? ago, 
was 3s. n day in summer, and 23. 6 d  in winter. The  pnce of 
hickory wood was 1 0  to 11s. per cord, and oak was 8 to 9s. Hickory 
now sells at $8, and odc at $6, and has been $2 higher. 

In  1738 a county mas messed of lid. per pound on' the city 
nnd county, (including Germantown,) for wolvcs and crms de- 
stroyed, and for nssemblymen's wages," at 5s. per day. 

The  blackbirds formerly were much more numerous than now; 
a gentleman mentioned to me that when he mns a young man, he 
once killed at one shot (with mustard seed shot) one hundred and 
nineteen birds, which he got; some few of the wounded he did not 
get; they had alighted in an oat-field after the harvest, and he was 
conceded in a near hedge, and sliot them ns they rosg on the wing. 
There was n law in 1700 made to give 3d. per dozen for the heada 
of blackbirds, to destroy them. 

A person, now 80 years of age, relates to me that he well remem- 
bers seeing colonies of Indians, of twenty to thirty persons, often 
coming through the town and sitting down in Logan's woods, others 
on the present open field, south-eclst of Grigg's place. They 
would then make their huts and stay n whole yenr at a time, and 
make and sell briskets, ladles, and tolerably good fiddles. H e  11as 
seen them shoot birds and young squirrels there, with their bows and 
arrows. Their huts were made of four upright saplings, with crotch 
limbs at  top. T h e  sides und tops were of cedar bushes and bmnchea 
In these they lived in the severest winters; their fire wns on Lhe 
ground and in the middle of the wen. At that time wild pigeon? 
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were very numerous, in flocks of a mile long; and it was very com. 
mon to shoot twenty or thirty of them at a shot They then caughi 
rabbits and squirrels in snares. 

r. 
L IIC supe~tition then was very great about ghos~s and witches. 

"Old Shrunk," ns he was cnlled, (George S., who lived to be SO,) nits 
a great conjuror, and numerous persons from Pliiladelphin and else- 
where,and some even from Jersey,cameto him often,tofin.i out stolen 
goods and to get their fortunes told. They believed he could make 
any thieves who came to steal from his orchard " stad," if he saw 
them, eren while they desired to run away. They  used to consult 
h im where to go and dig for money; and seventl persons, whose 
nalnrs I suppress, used to go and dig for hidden treasures of nights. 
On such occasions, if any one '' spoke," while digging, or m, from 
L c t ~ r , "  without " the magic n'ng," previously made with incan- 
tation nround the place, the.whole influence of the " s p e N " w ~ ~  lost. 
Dr. IViti, too, a sensible man, who owned and dwelt in the: large 
house, since the Rev. Dr. Blair's, as well as old Mr. Fr i l ey ,  who 
also acted as a physician, and was really prelty skilful, were both 
U - - e  doctors, (according to the superstition cheu SO pie,, nlent in 
Europe,) and were renowned nlso as conjurors. Then the cows and 
horses, nnd eren children, got stmnge diseases; and if it b a e d  ordi- 
nary medicines, or Indian cures and herbs, it was not unusual to 
consult those persons for relief; and their prescriptionswhich healed 
them, as resulting from witchcraft, dways gave relief! Dr. Fniley 
dwelt in a one-story h a s %  very ancient, now standing in the school 
house lane. On each side of his house were lines of Gennan 

. poetry, painted in oil colours, (some of the marks are even visible 
now); those on one side have been recited to me, viz. : 

lhiulatcd !Rtu. 

Lass Neider neiden. Let the rnvious envy me. 
Lass Hasser hnssea; Let the h a m  hare me; 
Was Gon mir piebt Whnt God has given me 
Muss mann mu  lassen. Must man leave to me. 

An idea wns very prevalent, especially near the Delaware and 
Schuylkill waters, that the pirates of Black Beard's dny had depo- 
sited trensure in the earth. T h e  fancy was, that sometimes they 
killed a prisoner and interred him with it, to make his ghost keep 
his vigils there and guard it. Hence it mns not mre to hear of per- 
sons having seen a sphoke or ghoet, or of having dreamed of it a 
plurnlity of times, which became a strong incentive to dig there. 
T o  procure the aid of a professor in tlic hlnck art, ~vns cdledHez+ng ; 
and Shrunk, in particular, had great fame therein. H e  alTected 10 

use a diviner's rod, (a roilch~/mzcl) with a peculiar angle in it, which 
was supposed to be self-turned in the hands, when approached tc, 
any minerals; some use the some kind of rod now to feel for hidden 
waters, EO as to di for welle. T h e  late Col. T. F. used to nmllsr 
!tirnseIf much wit f the credulity of the people. He pretendeJ he 



m ~ l d  her with n hazel rod; nnd orten he has had supersti~ious per- 
sons to come and offer him shares in spoils, which they hod seen a 
sphoke upon ! H e  even wrote nnd printed n curious old play,* to 
ridicule the thing. Describing the terrors of n midnight fright in dig- 
ging, he makes one of the party to tell his wife, 

M y  dearest wife, in all my life 
Ich neber wns so friend; 
De spirit come, nnd Ich did run, 
'Tww juste like tunder, mid lightning." 

Mr. K., when nged 78, and his wife newly the snme age, men- 
tioned to me, that in their youthfui dnys they used to feel themselves 
as if at double or treble the distance they now do from Philadelphia, 
owing to the bndness and loneliness of the roads; they then regnrded 
a ride to the city as a serious a f i r .  T h e  road before it mns tum- 
piked was extremely clayey nnd mirey, nnd in some plnces, espe- 
cially nt Pennys creek, there wns a fenrful quicksnnd. Severnl teams 
were often joined nt plnces along the bod rond to help out of mires, 
~ n d  horses were much injured, and sometimes killed, thereby. Roil 
stokes used to be set up  in bnd plnces to wnm OR. 

I n  those times the sleighing used to continue for two or three 
months in the winter, and the plensure parties from the city used to 

E ut up and have dancesat old,Mncknettys tnvem, where his son since 
ved. It was then very commo11 for d o r s  to come out in summer tu 

have froliw, or mirth and refreshments nt the inns. T h e  young men 
nlso made great nmusement of shooting at  n target. They used no 
wngons in going to mnrket, but the woman went, nnd rode a horsekith 
two panniers slung onench side of her. T h e  women too c a ~ i e d  b;~s 
kets on their hends, nnd the men wheeled wheel-borrows-being six 
miles to market! Then  the people, especinlly man and wife, rode 
to church, funerals and visits, both on one horse; the womnn snt on 
n pillion behind the man. Chairs or chnises were then unknown to 
them; none in that day ever dreamed to live to see such improve- 
ments and luxury as they now witness. 

T h e  first cnrriage of the conch kind they ever saw or henrd of be- 
longed to Judge Allen,t who hnd his country seat nt the present 
Mount Airy College; it was of the phaeton or Lnnduu kind, havi% 
a seat in front for children, and was drawn by four black horses: 
he was of course u very opulent man, n grnndee in his generation- 
such phaetons cost 3400. T h e  country seats then were few. Pen- 
ington hnd his country house where Chew's now stands, nnd the 
present kitchen wings of Chew's house sufficed for the simplicity of 
gentlemen of those dnys. Another country house was Samuel 
Shoemaker's, a mnyor of Philndelphia, and is the some now n part 

-- 

A copy of it ia in the Atheneum Libmry. 
f Than were thms or four earlier P W e l p t i a ,  viz.: Nonis, I-, mJ 
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of the house of JIr. Duvd's place, and enlarged by Col. T. Forreat 
I n  their early days, all the better kinds of houses had balconies in 
the front, in which, at the close of the day, it wns common to see 
the women at most of the houses sitting and sewing or knitting; nt 
that time the n-omen went to their cl~urches genenlly in short gowns 
and petticoats, and with check or white 5=en aprons. T h e  young 
men lrad their heads shaved, and wore white caps; in summer they 
!r cnt without coats, wecuing striped trowsers, and barefooted ; the old 
Frieuds wore n i p .  

In  their day every house WLS warmed in winter by "jamb ~ t o ~ e s , "  
and I\Ir. Sower, of Gennantoan, (the printer,) cast the fint stoves per- 
haps thus used in the United States. They were cost in Lancnster; 
none of them are now up  and in use, but many of theplatesare often 
seen lyiog about the old houses ns door steps, Jcc. A jamb stove 
tvns set in the cl~imney jamb, (or side,) in the kitchen fire-place; it 
wns made something like the box form of the present ten-plate 
stoves, but without a pipe or oven, m d  it pnssed through the wnli 
of the chimney back into the adjoining sitting rooms, so as to present 
its back end (opposite the fire d m )  in that room. T h e  plnte used 
to be mode sometimes red hot; but still it was but a poor menns of 
giving out heat, and could not hnve answered but for their then 
hardy constitutions, and the general smnllness of their rooms in that 
day. 

Elr. I<. remembers very well, that when he  wns a lad, there was 
yet a little company of Delaware Indinns, (my 25 or 30 persons,) 
then hutted 'and dwelling on the low grounds of Pliilip Kelley's 
manufi~ctory ground. There was then a mood there through d l  the 
low ground, which now forms his meadow ground and mill mce 
course. Some of the old Indians died nnd were buried in Concord 
burying ground, adjoining Mr. Duval's place. After they were dead 
the younger Indians all moved off in a body, when Keyser \vns 
nhwt 14 or 15 years of age. Indian Ben m o n g  them wns cele- 
brated ns a great fiddler, and every body wns famtlinr with lndinn 
Isnac. 

I n  going to the city there was n thick woods on the south-west 
side of the turnpike below Noglee's hill-where Skerrett'shguse now 
dmds, called Logan's swalnp and woods. T h e  roadthen went on 
t l ~ e  low ground to the south-westward of snid hill and house. At 
IJenn's creek, (or Three-mile run, now Albnnus Lognn's lace,) and 
at the opposite side on Nonis' place, began a deep and f ofty mood, 
wliich extended on both sides of the road nearly into the suburbs, 
and from thence the woods continued many miles up the Delaware. 
There wns then no inlet into the city but by the Front street rood. 
T h e  Second nnd Third streeta were not then formed. 

On the 20th of October, 1746, n great public fair was held at Ger- 
mantown. 

In  1762, the Poxton boys, from near Loncnster, hal~rd nt the 
market square, preparatory to their intended invasion of Philadelphia, 
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to kill the friendly Indians sheltered there; they yielded to negotia- 
tion and went home. There were seveml hundred of them. 

Rittenhouse, the celebrated philosopher, as well ns Godfrey, the 
inventor of Hadley7s quadmt ,  were of the neighbourhood of Ger 
muntomn. Captiin Miller, who was basely killed at  Fort Wash~ng 
ton, after its surrender, was of Germantown. 

The  old road of Germantown continued in a line with the first 
bank of Gennantown, (to the south-west of the present,) m nenr the 
poor house, by S. Hnrvey's, up through R. Hines7  low lands, and 
came out by the Concord school house, by the Wnshington: or 
Abiqton lane. Some of the logs now lie sound under ground, 
back of Justice Johnson's, on which the road rnn by h e  swamp. 

T h e  quantity of Indian arrow heads, Tears, and hatchets, aU of tlint 
and stone, and attached to wooden or w t h e  handles, still ploughed up 
in the fields, is great I have Been some of a heiip of two hundred 
together, in a circle of the size of a bushel ; some of them, strange 
to tell, are those taken from chalk beds, and not a t  all like the flint 
of our country. 

The  creek on which Wm. L. Fisher's mill stnnds is the head of 
Fnnkford creek, nnd n?ts called by the Indians WiqolwcX-it~g. 
The creek at Albanus Lqnn7s, called Penn's creek, wns &led Tu- 
munaxamuming, and goes out at the upper end of Kensington. 

Anthony Johnson, who died in 1823, nged 78, saw, when a lad, 
a lnge benr come across the road in daytime from Chew's ground, 
then a wood ; he has seen abundance of wild turkeys, nnd has often 
heard the wolves howl at  night new his father's house; the oneJe- 
built at  the corner of S. Hnrvey's Iane. T h e  woods then m e  up 
near the house. H e  has seen several deer in the woods, but they 
were fast going off when he was young. Near the same house, 
when the old road pnssed in the swamp behind it, his father told 
him he once saw six wolves in daytime. 

After James Lognn's'house was built, in 1728, at  Stenton, a benr 
of l q e  size came and leaped over the garden fence. 

Jacob Keyser, now 88, tells me that he and others pursued nnd 
killed a small bear, about sixty-five years ago, on one of the back 
lots ; it was, however, then matter of surprise and spon  

Mr. K. remembers that a Mr. Axe, in his time, killed a bear on 
Samuel Johnson's place, not far from the Wwsahiccon. Foxes and 
nckoons were then quite plenty. 

Only about fifty years ago a flock of six wild turkeys came to 
Enoch Ri~~enhouse's mill, and remnined about there till his family 
shot the whole of them ; and in the winter of 1832 they shot a lynx 
there. 

I n  1721 a bear was killed in Germantown, and so published, and 
two more nearer to Philadelphia. 

In  the house of Reuben Haines, built by Dirk Johnson, a chief 
and his twenty Indians have been sheltered and enteitained. 

Anthony Johnson, when a boy, has seen near two hundred In. 
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dims at  a time on the present John Johnsor~'s place, in o wood3 or 
the houow adjoining to the wheelwright's shop. They would remain 
there a week at a time, to mnke and sell baskets, ladles, fiddles, ilcc 
H e  used to renmin hours with them and see their feats of agility. 
They would go over fencw without touching them, in nearly n hori- 
zontal attitude, and get dight on their nimble feet They woultl 
dso do much at shooting of mnrka One Edward Keimer imitnted 
then] so closely rts to execute dl heir  exploits. Bearer nnd beaver 
dams A. Johnson has often seen. 

The  earliest settlers used to make good linens nnd vend them in 
Pbiladelptlia. They were also distinguished, even till modem times, 
for their fabric of Germantown stockinp. This fact induced the 
Bank of Gemlnntown to ndop~ a senl, with such ;r  loon^ upon it. 
The  linen sellers and weavers used to stnnd with the goods for sale 
on the edge of the pvemeni  in Market street, on the nonh side, 
near to Second street corner. T h e  cheapness of imported stockinp 
is now ruining their business. 

Professor Kalm, who visited Germantown in 1749, says : 'L T h e  
inhabitants were so numerous, that the street was always full." 

Old Mr. W., in 1718 or '20, shot a stout deer between German. 
town and Pltiladelphia, and the rifle he used is now in possession 
of his grnnduon. 

John Seelig predicted men's lives when requested, by the rulee 
of nativities; and he had a mysterious caw, or rod, which he com- 
manded to be c u t  into the Schuykill in his Inst sickness, and which, 
as the tradition goes, exploded therein! Kelpius too kept his d iaq  
by noting the signs of the Zodinc. 

Doctor Witt left all his property to stringers by the name of 
Wanner, saying, they had been kind to him on his arrival, in be- 
stowing him a hat in place of his, lost on shipboard. 

T h e  tombstone of C. F. Post, the missionary and interpreter, so 
often named in Proud's history, is in the lower burying ground. H e  
died in 1785, nged 76 years. 

The  Germnntown newspaper, by C. Sower, was printed but once 
a p u r t e r ,  and began in the year 1739 ; and what mas curious, he cost 
his own types and made his own ink! I t  eventually was printed 
moatlu'y, but from and after the yen- 17'44, it was printed every week, 
under the title of the "Germnntown Gazette," by C. Sower, Jr., and 
was not discontinued till some time in the war. A copy of these 
papers would be a kind gift to the Germantawn Libmry. Sower 
pub!ishedjirst in the United States a quarto Bible, in German. 

Germantown was a place of great interest during the ivar of the 
revolution. and at the celebmted battle there. It occurred on the 
morning of the 4th of October, 1777. The  main body of the Bri 
tish anny, under Gens. Howe, Grey, Grnnt and Agnew, were ~t tnck 
ed by the Americans in the following order : Wushington, will1 the 
division of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Gen. Thomas Con- 
yay's brigale, entered the town by Chestnut hill road. Gen. A m  



strong, wth  the Pennsylvania militia, attacked the left and rear, near 
Schuylbiil. The division of Genenls Greene nnd Stephens, flanked 
by Gen. M L D o u ~ ' s  brignde, were to enter by taking a circuit at the 
market house, and nttnck the right wing, and the militin of Mnry- 
land nnd Jersey, under Genernls Smnllwood and Freeman, were to 
march by the old York road and fall upon the m r  of the right. 
Genenl Sterling, with Generals Nnsh and Maxwell's bripde, farmed 
a corps of reserve. Admirably as this attack was it failed, 
from those fortuitous evmts in wnrfnre, over which Gen. Washing- 
ton had no possible control. Lieut. Col. Musgmve, of the British 
army, as the Americnns advanced, threw him~elf, with six compa- 
nies of the 40th regiment, into Chew's l q e  stone house, which 
stood full in front of the main body uf the Americnns. Musgrnve, 
before the battle, encamped back of Chewla house in excellent huts, 
and Col. Webster's regiment (33d) lay back of John Johnson's in 
hub dso ; they were as regular and neat ns a town. Gen. Rend, it has 
been mid, was for pushing on immedtely, and was opposed by Gen. 
Knox as ngninst military rule, to l ave  m enemy in a fort in the renr. 
Any how, in attempting to induce the sunender of Lieut. CoI. Mus- 
p v e ,  the precious moments were lost, and pveGenerals Grey, G m t ,  
and &new, (who dwelt in Germantown,) ume to come up with a re- 
inforcement. Much blnme, too, was attached to Gen. S.'s division, 
who was mid to have been intoriented, and to have so far miscon 
ceived and broken his orders as to have been afterwards tried ma 
broken. The morning was exceedingly foggy, which would have 
greatly favoured the Americnns, had not those, as well as pnrt of 
Greene's column, remnined thus inactive. Col. Mnthews, of Greenels 
column, attacked with great spirit and routed the parties opposed to 
him, and took one hundred nnd ten prisoners; but, through the fog, 
he lost sight of his brignde, and was himself taken prisoner with his 
whole regiment, (on P, Kelley's hill) and his prisoners released. 
Greene and Stephens' division, formed the last column of the retreat 
ing Americnns. Count Pulaski's cnvdry covered their rear. Wash- 
ington retreated to Skippnck creek-his loss amounted to one hun- 
dred and fifty-two killed, and five hundred and twenty-one wounded, 
upwards of four hundred were made prisoners, amongst whom were 
fifty-four officers. 

The cannon which assoiled Chew's house were planted in front 
of the present John Johnson's house; Chew's house was so battered 
that it took four or tive carpenters a whole winter to repair and 
replace the fractures. The front door which was replaced was filled 
with shot holes--it is still preserved there. 

A cousin of mine, who was intimate with Gen. Washington's aid- 
de-enmp, told me that he told him he had never heard the general 
utter an oath, but on that day, when he seemed deeply mortified 
and indignant, he expressed an ezematwn at Geneml S- as a 
drunken m s d .  

The daughter of Benjamin Marshal, Eeq., at whose house General 
4 



Xashingon stopped after the battle, told me he  reached there in thr 
evening, and \vould only d - e  a dish of tea, nnd pulling out the 
ludf of a biscuit, assured the family the other h d f  wns nll the food 
he had a - e n  since the preceding day. 

T h e  g e n e d  opinion then was, that but for the delay at  Chew's 
house, our amly must have been victorious, and we should have 
been sufficiently avenged for our losses the preceding month at the 
battle of Bmndgwine, and would have probably caused the British 
to evacuate Philadelphia. But Gen. Wilkinson, in his late memoirs, 
who h a  described minutely the battle therein, and was but a few 
years ago here on the spot, examining the whole ground, has pub- 
lished his entire conviction thnt it wns a proaideme, which 
overruled the disaster for our good: for had we been successful and 
pushed on for the city, Gen. Howe ivns coming on with a force suffi- 
cient to have captured or destroyed the whole American m y .  H e  
stat-, that Washington relied on information from a dcsener, that 
Howe intended a movement of his troops towards Fort Mimin,which, 
unknown to Gen. Wushington, he hnd countermanded, nnd so 
enabled him to come out in  full force. See Appendix, p. 554. 

There were ns mariy ns twenty thousand British, &c., in and 
about the town under Gen. Howe. H e  wns a fine large man, and 
looked considerably like Gen. Washington: he lived some time at 
Logn's, and also in the present Snmuel Morris' house ; he  walked 
abroad in plain clothes in a very unassuming manner. Gen. Grunt 
occupied the house now Michael Staiger's, near the lane. T h e  
artillery la on the high ground in rear of the poor house; two 'regi- 
ments of Highlandera half a mile in the rear of Reuben Haine2 
house : and the Hessians lay on the Ridge H a  above Peter R o b  
son's, near the roud; all the infantry were on the commons about 
where J. Price's seat now is. 

I n  the time of the battle Gen. Eowe came us for us the market 
square, and stayed there giving his commands. Gen. Agnew rode on 
at the head of his men, and when he came as far ;IS the wall of the 
Mennonist grave yard, he was shot by Hans P. Boyer, who lay in 
ambush, and took delibente aim at his slar on the brenst: he fdl 
from his fine horse, and was carried to Mr. Wister's house, where 11c 
died in his front parlour. H e  was a very civil and gentlemanly mnn. 
T h e  mnn who killed him wns not nn enlisted soldier, and died not 
long since in the poor house. 

At thnt same place is a rising hill, at which the severest of the 
firing and bnttle was wnged, except what occurred so disastrously 
for us at Chew's honse. T h e  British advanced no farther than tho 
said hill on the road, until after the retreat. 

Sevenl have told me, who saw the dead and dying after the action, 
lying on the ground, that some in their last moments were quite in- 
sane: but all who could speak were in great lltirsl from anguish, kc .  
I n  Samuel Keyser's garden many bodies were lying: nnd in the 
rear of Justice Johnson's, Gen. Morgan of the rifle ctrps came up 



with a small body after the action was supposed to be closed, and 
very daringly and unexpectedly killed nineteen Hessians and on 
officer, all of whom were buried there, save thc officer, who mns next 
day removed to the city. Boys were suffered to get very near the 
combatants on the Banks. Benjamin Lehman mas one, who hm 
told me, there was no order nor m b  after the first fire, and soon 
every face wns ns black ns negroes' about the mouth and cheeks, 
from biting olf the cartridges; British officers, especially aidsde-camp, 
rode at full rate up and down through the men, with entire uncon- 
cern M to running over them. T h e  ranks, however, qtve wily. 

When the Brit~sh burned seventeen houses at one tme,  between 
Philadelphia and Germnntom, in retnliation for some a,tgressions 
made, they said, by Col. Ayres, from some of those houses, they 
ordered Stenton house to be included : trvc men came to execute it, 7.-, 

they told tbe housekeeper there, to tnke out her private thinp-while 
they went to the barn for straw to fire it, A British officer rode up, '.,% 2 

< y inquiring for deserters; with much presence of mind she said they hnd ~.:-. a 

' """LVLI just gone to the barn to hide themselves in the strawv-off he went, ... 
crying, &'Come out you rascals, and run before me back to camp!" 5 ' ' 
In  vam they protested, and dleged their commissions; and thus .') ,, 

Lognn's venerable house was spared. This house wns built in 't 
1 7 2 7 4 ,  by James Logpn, secretnry for Penn, and in which he re- itfit d 
sided; it was a palace-hke structure in that day, and mns surprisingly , 
well built. Gen. Howe stayed part of his time there. 

A fence of cedar boards is now standing in Peter Keyser's yard, 
which wns very much perfomted with musket bullets in the time of 
the battle. 

On the 19th of October, the British army removed from Getman- 
town to Philadelphia, ns a more convenient place for the reduction 
of Fort Island. 

After the battle. the British sumeons mnde use of Reuben Haines' ? .-. - -  -~~ " 
hall as a room fo;rtmputating and other hoqitnl operations requiring 
Dromnt care : the Americans who were wounded were carried to the 
h l  \;here 'i'homas Arn~att's house is, and were there temporarily 
attended by suGeons, previously to being sent to the hospital in 
the city. 

Cap. Turner of North Carolina, and Major Irvine, and six men, 
were nll buried in one grave, at the N. E. corner of the b~~ryinggro~lnd 
by the school house. We I I ~ I V C  sct I ~ I ~ I I I  a stone there. 

On the no~h-east  side of Three-mile run (Fox Chase I n n  now) 
was a wood in the time of the wnr. In it were thirty Oneida Indians, 
and one hundred of Morgan's riflemen, who raised a wnrwhoop and 
frightened Lord Carthcan when in a conference with M'Lnne. 

A British picket lay in the present yard of Philip Weaver, and 
several were shot and buried there. T h e  most advanced picket 
rtood at Mouri~ Airy, nnd wnu wounded there. 

Gen. k n e w  und Col. Bird, of the British ormy, are both buried 
in the lower hlrrying ground, side by side, next to Mrs. Lamb's gmve 
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stone, (south-west side of it,) at ten feet from Rapp's wall, in a line 
with the south-west end of hi siable. Gen. A g e w  showed great 
kindness to old Mrs. Sommers. Col. Bird died in Rringhurst's hig 
house, and said to the woman there, woman, pray for me, I leave a 
widow and four children." T h e  late RIr Burnll, whose father wm 
pve-digger, told mehe saw them buried there. They now Ilclre a stonc. 

When the British were in Germantown, they took up all the 
fences and made the mils into huts, by cutting down all the buck- 
:wheat, putting it on the mils, and ground over  hat. No fences 
remhined. Gen. Howe lived a part of his time at the house now S. 
B. Monk7, so said B. Lehman. B. Lehman was an apprentice to 
Mr. Knorr, a carpenter, and went to the city with half a calf on his 
shoulder, for which he got quickly %. 6d., metal money, per pound, 
\e alsr, sold his old hen for 1 dollar! H e  saw there men come 
6teal:'hily from Skippack, with butter'carried on their backs in boxes, 
which they sold at 5s. There were woods all along the township 
line to near the city, and they could steal their way through them. 
Lehman was out two months in the militia draft, but never in 
battle, he got 200 dollars paper money; for 100 dollars he bought a 
sleigh ride, and for the other 100 dollars a pair of shoes! Samuel 
Widdes, in Germantown, used to go to the city with a wheelbarrow 
to take therein apples and pears, \vhich he sold high. Lehman, 
and all the other boys, went lo meeting in tow trowsers nnd shirts, 
without jackets or shoes. What homely days! At that time, and 
during d l  the war, all business wm at n stand. Not a house was 
ioofed or mended in Gemontown in five or six years. Most persons 
who had any substnnce lived in part on what they could procure on 
loon. T h e  people, pretty genenlly, were mentally uverse to the 
war--equal, ceminly, to two-thirds of the population of the place 
who felt zi if they had any thing to lose by the contest. So several 
have told me. 

Mrs. Bruner, who died in Germantown, in 1835, at the w e  of 
80, the wife of a hlacksn~ith, in respe:table circ~imstances, llnd been 
the mother of twelve children, nnd kept her llouse with such a 
family more than sixty years of her life without ever having llnd 
any hired help. She had done all her own work nnd done it well ; 
and very often, in her younger days, she hnd sat down every night, 
after her house work \vas done, to make leather gloves for pay as a 
seamstress. She was but a specimen of many of her dtg, who 
!ooked to such industry ns a means to acquire a smnll estate at the 
end of n long life. Industry became so ltabitilnl to both husband 
nnd wife, that 111ey knew not, in time, IWUJ to rest when idle. The 
family was pious, benevolent and kind. When shall we see snclt 
people aniong the modems? 

T h e  trustees of the Academy of Germantown, in the year 1793, 
had applications from the Slate, and atited Stutes, to rent theit 
academy for their use. I t  wns thereupon resolved by the trnstees, 
on the 26th October, 1793, that they mould take measures to accom 



modate tile Conmgrss of the Unifed 8 a t w ,  at their next session, 
with the use of h e  sune, for t l ~ e  sum of 300 dollars. Only think of 
such a school-house, of eighty by fifty feet, being seriously purposed 
for the use of the American congem. T h e  congress was then so 
small; it is now so great 

T h e  circumstance which led to the intended application of the 
house, grew out of an inquiry made by Gen. Wnsllington, who then 
resided in Germantown, in the house oftenvnrds for many years the 
summer residence of tho Perot family-now of Sn~rruel B. Morris. 
In  1793, when Gen. Washington dwelt in Gennmtown, the town 

1 was held ns the government place of the state of Pennsylvania and 
of the United States; nnd this was because of the n e c s s r y  retreat 
of the officers and ofices, from the city of Philadelphia, where the 
yellow fever was *ng with destructive erect. At that time the 
office of stnte, kc., of Pennsylvania, was held in the stone house 
next above B. Lehman'a There you could every day see Governor 

: Mifflin and his secretary of state, A. J. Ddlas. T h e  house now 
the Bank of Gennantown was occupied by Thomns Jererson, as 

! secretary of stnte of the United States, and by Mr. Randolph, os 
I attorney genernl. T h e  Bank of the United States wns located in the 

1 three-storied stone house of Billings, and when its trensure was 
brought, it wns guarded by a troop of horse. Oellers, once cele- 
brnted for his great hotel for the congressmen, in Chestnut street, had 

, his hotel here, in the house since Clement Bringhurst's; and, at that 
house, filled with lodgers, the celebrated Bates, of comic memory, 

,I used to hold musicnl soirees at 60 cents a head, to help to n~odernte 
: the gloom of the sad times. At thnt time, the whole town was 
'\ crowded with strangers nnd boardew; and especially by numerous : French emigrnnts, escaped from the mossacre of St. Doming? 

I t  wa. then expected that the next, or future years, mgh t  be 
*in visited by yellow fever; and, therefore, numerous engngements 
of houses, and purzhnses of grounds at increased prices were made, 
to insure a future refuge. I n  this way, the Banks of North America 
nnd of Pennsylvania found a place in the Academy in the next 

, fever, which occurred in 1799. 
I t  ought to be mentioned as a peculiar circu~nstance connected 

with Perot's house, before mentioned, that i t  httd been the residence 
severally of Gen. Howe, the British commander in the war of the 
revolution, and a t  the same time, the home of the then youth, Prince 
William, the late king of En,vland, William IV.; afterwurds, in 
1793, the residence of Gen. Washington, while President of the 
United States. Look at its size as then regarded good enough and 
large enough for a president, in contmst with the present presidential 
palace at Washington city! It is thus thnt we are rapidly growing os 
a nation from small things to great things! 

T h e  French West India residents that were in Germantown, were 
I of various complexions, were dreased in clothing of St. Domingo 
' fashion, presenting a peculinrity of costume; and showing much 
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giiyety of manners. They filled the streets with French cotrrersatioo 
by dny-for they were all idlers; and with much of trrus~c at nigltt 
They were witli;rl great shooters, and killed and eat all manner of 
birds witl~ortt discrimination-the saying that crows, sv;nllos.s, &kc. 
were ;is good as others, as d l  depended upon the style of tlre cooking. 

I hare seen or known of several ofiicers of the Rcrol~rriott, who 
had been in the battle of Germantown, who wnte again, it~ndvanced 
;ye, to revisit the active scenes of their milit;try protress; so cattle 
Copt. Blaketnore and Capt. Slaughter, both of the Virginia regiment ; 
so Col. Pickering, of I'ew England ; w some of the relntives of Gen. 
Agnew, \rho was killed, k c .  What scenes for them to rcnlentber 
afresh. 

Intimately connected with the f h e  and reputation of German- 
town is the now frequently visited stream, the Wi:salticcon, made 
attnctire by its still native wildnes, and rugged, rocky, woody chn- 
mcter; there is also there, under the nnme of the '' Jlo~taslery of 
the il'issal~icm," n three-storied nncient stone building of an oblong 
square, situated on high ground, near to n woody, rom:intic dell, 
through which the Wrssahiccon finds its meandering tray. About 
this house, so secluded and little known to the mass of the people, 
there hare been sundry v q t e  and mysterious reports and traditions 
of its having been once occupied as n monastery. A name, and 
purpose of use, sufEciently startling, even now, to the sensibility of 
iunbry protestants. 

T h e  dace  \vm last o w e d  nnd occtt~ied bv Josliua Garsed-a l a ~ e  
- - -  ' 

n~nnufacturer of flax-thread, twine, &c.-~<ho has shut up  many of 
h e  windows, which were formerly equal to four to every chamber 
n~aking two on every front or angle of the square. Those who eaw 
the structure sixty years ago, say that it then had n balcony all 
around the house at the floor of the second ~tory.  T h e  tale told in 
the enrly duys of the present q c d  neigltbouffi was, that it once con- 
tained monks of L L  the Seventh-day Baptist, order," nnd that they used 
wooden blocks for pillows [like those tit Ephrnta,] scalloppecl out so 
as to tit the head. Some have also enid that they remembered to 
have seen, near to the house, small pits and hillocks which indicated 
a fortner burial place, since turned into cirltivution. 

With such traditionary data for a starting point, it has bec0n.e 
matter of interest to many, who are curious in the liis~ory of the 
past, to learn what further facts we can produce, concerning the pre- 
mises. If the house should have been built as early ns 150s-when 
Kelpius, the hermit, died " at the Ridge," it may hare 'been con. 
structed by the forty students from Gern~any-the Pielists who came 
out in 1694, with Kelpi~ts, to live a single life in the wildcrne.~s ; brtl 
if it was built. as is most probable, and as has been suid, by Josepll 
Gorgns, a Tunker-Bliptist, who intended it ns n bmnch of the brother- . 
hood establieherl pt Epl i r ;~~a near Lancnster, and to whorn he after- 
wards moved and joined hin~self,-then he must, have built ii before 

r i r  h e  year 1142, when Conrad Matthim, the last of the Ridge her 





n m "  died. It is kno\vtt, b y  L' the Chroniea Ephr;lrn,"'-a folio, 
t l ~ t  tltere 11 as ;I brotlterly afinity between '- the Ridge hermits" (of 
%osl)oro~lgi~) arid ~llose of Ephnm. After Joseph Gorap had gotie 
to Epltntn, the pret~tises, with a farm of seventy ncres and a grist 
mill, fell to Itis son John G o r , ~ ;  from him it wns sold about the 
time of the Revolution, to Edtvanl hliller;-thence to Peter Care, 
fifty years ago, who held it till about the year 1800. Then it ~ v a s  
bougl~t by John Livezey, miller; next by Longstreth, who made it 
a paper ~tlill; and lately and lastly, by Joshua Garsed rlc Co. Since 
their posession of the premises, they have considerably increased 
the nunhers and size of the buildings along the creek; and the 
Monastery House they have converted into an qreeable dwelling, 
chitnging and rrtodurnizing the intenla1 forms of the rooms-taking 
out all the corner chimneys, kc .  

T h e  scenery frorrt this home, and from the dell below, is very 
romantic, n t~ged ,  and in nature's wildest ntood,-presenting,particu- 
larly, very hlgh and mossy rocks, studded with stunted trees--the 
whole standing out very perpendicularly into the line of the Wissa- 
hiccon, and turning it o r  very abruptly in another direction. 

I t  was in the year 1732, that the religionists of Ephratir first 
agreed to quit their former solitary life, and to dwell together in 
monnstic society as monks. This they did first, in May 1733. Their 
book of cl~ronicles says, that " the society wns enlarged by members 
from the banks of the Wissnhiccon." Of course, intimating and 
confinning the idea nlrecdy advanced, that there wits a brotherhood 
of their order, dwelling at or near the place now called the Monastery. 

Christopher Ludwick, once an inhubitnnt of Philadelphia and Ger- 
mantown,-interred ut the Lutheran ground in mid town, in 1801, nt 
the nge of 81 years, was quite a clcaractcr in his day; and deserves 
some special notice. A short memoir of his life has been dnwn  up  
and published by Doctor Rush; he deeming him to be n person fully 
worthy the efToon of his pen to report htm, as an exemplary and 
valuable citizen. H e  was by birth a German, born in 1520; by tnde  
n bnker. I n  early life he enlisted in the Austrian nrmy and served 
in 111e war ag7inst the Turks. At P m y e  he endured the hardships 
of the seventeen weeks' siege. After its cortquest by the French in 
1741, he enlisted and served in the nnny of l'r~~ssia. At the peace, 
he entered an lndiamnn, and went out to India under Boscuwcn; 
nftenvarcls Ite was in many voynges, from 1745 to 1752, from Lon- 
don to Holhnd, Ireland nnd the West Tndies, na n sailor. I n  1753, 
hc sailed to I%ilndelpltia with an adventure of 325 wort11 of clothing, 
on which Ite mnde R profit of $300, and again returned to London. 
I l e  had titken the idea of becoming agingcrbrcad bnker in Phila- 
ciclpltin ; and in 1754 he came out with the neccssunj prints-n 
wentingly new idea iunong the simple cake enters then ! H e  began 
ltis career in Latitin court, and begun to make money fnst by his 
new employment. H e  proved himself an industrious, honest nnd 



good neighbour, which led to adeserved i@mzce among the people 
and to the soubripet of the governor of Loetitia court.." 

At the comracncing period of h e  Revolution in 1574, he had be- 
come rich, ard e v e  his influence and his money freely, to help on 
the resismnce of the colonies. H e  was elected readily on all the 
committees and conventions of the time, for that object. On one 
occasion, when it was proposed by General Kifflin to procure fire 
a m  by private subscriptions, and whilst sevenl demurred to it as 
unfeasible, he put down the opposition, by saying aloud, let the 
poor gingerbread baker be set down for &200! In  the summer of 
1776, he acted as a volunteer in the flying camp,wifhou( pay. H e  
possessed great influence there among his fellow soldiers; he stimu- 
lated them ro endurance; and on .;ileoccasion revented their revolt 
when complaining of inadequte rations, by fa1 r. ing on his knees be- 
fore them, and imploring them topatienee 2nd better hopes. When 
eight Hessians mere captured and brought to camp, he  intercede^ to 
have them handed over to him to manage; which was to take them 
to Philadelphia, to there show them the fine German churches, and 
the comfort and good living of Germans in humble pursuits of life, 
nnd then to release them to go back to their regiment, and to tell the 
Germans that we had a paradise for his co~intrymen, if they would 
but desert their service. Desertion did follow nhenever occasion 
offered; and the most of these lived prosperous citizens among us. 
So  much for the war for them! With the same good design for his 
countrymen he solicited and obtained the ,pnt to visit the Hessian 
camp on Staten Island, as a disguised deserter. There he s u o  
ceeded fully to impress them with the happiness of Germans settled 
in Pennsylvania, and to return sofely, with a full assurance of the 
usefulness of his mission. 

I n  the year 1757, he was cordially n;;pointed by Congress as baker 
geneml of the American army, and to choose freely his own mist- 
ants and necessaries. I n  their instructions to him, h e y  expected to 
require from him one pound of bread for every pound of flour, bat 
Christopher rea&!y replied, lL Not so : I must not be so enriched by 
the war. I shall retwn 133 lbs. of bread for every 100 lbs. of flour:" 
an increase of weight by baking, seemingly not then understood by 
the rulers! and not much byy~;;.??ilies now. 

As a proof that he was respected ard valued in his sphere, he woa 
often invited to dine with Washington, in large companies, besidea 
having Inany opp~riunities of long conferences alone with him, as 
cornmnnder of the army, in relation to the bread supplies. T h e  
geneml appreciated his worth,and usually addressed him in company 
as '&his honest friend." I n  his intercourse with the officers, he was 
blunt, but never offensive. By common consent he was privileged 
to soy and do what he pleased. His Gerrnun accent, his originality 
of thought and expression; and his wit and hun~our, made him a 
welcome guest at every table in the camp. H e  took with him tc 
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camp n handsome china bowl brought by him from China; 
around itssilver rim w u  engrnved his name, kc., and from it he  was 
accuston~ed to offer his punch or ohe r  bevenge with his own leading 
tonst, to wit: " Henlth and long life to Christopher Ludwick and 
wife." Tha t  bowl still exists ns a bequeathed legacy, to be perpc- 
tu;,ted. At the return of peace, he settled on his near German- 
town. I n  his absence it had been plundered of every thing by the 
British. A certificate of his good conrluct, in the proper handwriting 
of Genernl Washingon, given in 1755, wns much rulued, ma? 
put under fmme, and kept hung up  in his parlolzr, ns his d i p l o m ~  
I n  that, h3 much gloried; and considered it n full recompense for 
losses which he had sustainci by a depreciated currency,pilid to him 
by sundry persons, for his bonds for good nloney lent them. H e  
owned at one time eight hnuses in Philadelphia, and had out 23000 
of money lent on bonds and interest. H e  left a great deal of his 
money to public charities, especidly a fund for educating poor child- 
ren. H e  delighted to find out objects of charity, and to relieve their 
wants. I n  the time of the yellow femr of 1793, he went into 
F d e y ' s  bakery in Philadelphin, and worked at bread baking grntui- 
tously, to relieve the wants of the poor. He had a great respect for 
religion and its duties, which he  said he inherited from his father, 
who had given him, in early life, a silver medal, on which wns in- 
wribed, among other devices, '' the blood of Christ clennseth from all 
sin." This  he  always cnrried with him ns a kind of talisman ; and 
with a view to enforce its remembrnnce and its precepts, when he 
len it to his family, he had it a x e d  to the lid of a silver tar~kard, 
m d  on the front he hod inscribed a device of a Bible, aplough, and a 
sword, wilh the motto, May the religious indus~ry and coumge of 
a German parent, be the inheri~nnce of his issue!" Such a mnn 
leaves the savour of a good nnme, and a good exnmple, to posterity. 
His remains now rest beneath an  expensive monument, where 
the reader may read of his worth, and go, if he can, and do 
lix.&c ! 

His lnst house of residence in Philadel hia was No. 174 North 

him. Their relations became his heirs. 
P Fifth street. H e  had hnd two wives; but eft no children to survive 

Colouel Gray's Pmderf~orn.-In July 1841, there wns found in 
digging nbout two feet below die surface, in the lot of the New 
Luthemn chr~rch in germ ant ow^^, n very curiously wrought powder- 
horn of the Revolution, used and lost'in the battle of Germantown, 
by Elijul~ Lincoln, a volunteer of Windham, Connecticut This, 
when found, showed the way to its ownership, and the facts con- 
nected therewith,-by being published as acurious relic, in the Ger- 
mantown Telegmph. I t  wns n large white bullock-horn, and had 
engraved thereon, besides the nnme of the owner-E. Gmy-seveml 

ictures and devices: such as a sketch of Boston and its environs, 
bunker% i l l  Dorchester, m d  encampments of the militmy, Le 
British fleet and positions. T h e  facts in the cnse were these:- 



Ebcriezer Gmy,and WilliamHovey-the inscribed makerof the horn, 
with Elljnh Lincoln, were young volunteers of Windham, going to 
hegin the war at Bunker hill. While encamped near there under 
Washington, the horn was en,mved by Gray. At h i s  time, we are to 
presume th3t regular c a n o u ~ h  boses were not supplied. Upon 
b e  regular organization of the anny, Gray, who was an educatcld 
man, received a commission, which he honoured by his afier services 
and bravery, and rose to the rank of colonel. When promoted, 
he gave his horn to Lincoln, under his promise to use it faithfully 
for his country. That  he did in ninny battles ; till at  last it was 
lost in the a&ir at Gennanto\vn, by being- pulled from his side by 
the grasp of a dying comrade, shot by his side, in the very act of 
drawing a load from it, for his musket! T h e  company, with Lin- 
coln, rushed fonvard without the horn, and soon after he found 
mother well filled for his purpose. .When the present horn was 
found and published, it came out, from the publisher of the Demo- 
crat, of Colun~bia county, Pennsylvania, that he had been fortnally en- 
gaged in making out a pension claim for Lincoln, and had all .hese 
facts, before told, in his possession! Colonel Gray is deceased, but 
his widow and son and daughter are alive at  Windham, and have 
asen informed of their opportunity to repossess  his longlost relic of a 
patriot's service and glory.' It is something to be valued and per- 
petuated in a family! This circulnstance reminds me of the follow- 
ing facts, of Captain George Blackmore, of the Virginian line.+ 
H e  made my acquaintance in Ger~nantown in 1932, deeirinz 
to go over the battle ground, where he had fought, side by side with 
his brother, in Chew's field. T h e  brother wns killed, and left near a 
spring house, found to be at Duval's Gsli pond in the rear of his house. 
H e  wanted to find that place again, and to shed a tear; and he Itad 
it dificulty to find the positions and plnces in his memory, since so 
changed by elegant improvements. It was a feeling concern to travel 
once more with Itis eyes and explanutions " o'er the tented field to 
I~ook the dead." Every thing interestec him, and especially a choice 
of bullets, which I gave him, gleaned from Chew's house. He  chose 
a battered leaden bullet wl~ich had been picked out from Chew's 
door. That, he said, he should incase in silver and hang to his 
watch chain, and bequeath to his heirs. I was glad thus to minister 
to his mournful pleasures. I might add, that 1 introduced him to 
Mr. Jacob Keyser, who had buried that brother, with four others, in 
the place at the spring house, since made the fish-pond,-inone hole, 
all in their clo~hes. Alas, poor und+tstinp+/~lrcd, yet meritonus suf- 
ferers for their country! 

It was once a rernarltable characteristic of Gennantown, in itsearly 
Ilistory, say about the pear 1700,-when it was described by Old. 
 nixo on, that the wllole street of one mile in length wns fronted with 
bloonling pcaeh trees. T o  think of a state of society where their 

t IIo ans of Ijerrysvillc, Frederick county. Virginis 
* l l i n  grtulrlson hv since got the horn. 
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shade trees along a public highway, should consist of the most d e  
licious fruit! 

An original paper, by F. D. Putonus, found at Stentorl, of AIiich 
1708-9, presented to the council, sets fonh his difiicu1t.y of getting 
redress nggnst one John Henry Sprogel, though the plottingand con- 
trivnnce of D a d  Fallmer, pretended attorney for the Fmnkford 
Compnny, for Innds in Germantown-and to effect his frnudulent 
purposes, he had feed or retained the fovt b z o m ~  lalnjers of the 
pmmncc, so as to deprive the said Pnstorius, (himself a civilian,) 
and John Jawart, of all advice in low ; acid being in himself unable 
to fetch lawyers from New T'brk, he therefore prays the interference 
of the governor and council, so as to restrain further proceeding, 
until further action from the principnls in Germnny. 

I hnve seen an old fnmily Bible, avo., of the Sf~oeml;m fnmily, 
which come out with the first settlers in 1682, printed at  Zurich in 
1636, by Christolfel Froschouer, in Switzer-Genmn, done so 
early as to be ~ailiwut verses- I n  many pages, verses are marked 
with a pen, und many pmsages are underscored to add to their force. 
It mns mnrked us being bought for 60s. at second h a d ,  in 1678. 
In it wits a record of fanlily marringes, Lirths, and deaths. Isnnc 
Schumaclier,the head of the family ,mas born in Cresheim in Germany, 
rnnrried in Pennsylvania Sarnh Hendricks, who was born in the same 
town, the 2d of 10 mo., 1678. She died n widow the 16th June, 
1742, her husbnnd hnvingdied the 12th February, 1732. Benjamin, 
a son of the above, was born in Germantown, the 3d August, 1704, 
married in Philadelphia, the 18th June, 1724, to Sarnh Coates, 
daughter of T l~omas  and Bulah Coates. Benjnn~in died at  Phila- 
delphia in 1767; the wife died the 8th June 1736, leaving four 

1 *"' 
children. I hare indulged in this lengthened detnil, because this 
venenble old relic has got out of the fnmily, by some means, und 
fiilen into the hnnds of strnngers; and thus shows, how strnngely 
families will sometimes allow their records to sink into oblivion! 
I t  is since given by me to Snmuel M. Shoemaker, in Baltimore. 

There is, I presume, a great mass of citizens, who having never 
oeen in bnule, feel a desire to hnve a close insight into the incidents 
which must there occur;-this, as a means to remove some of the 
vngueness of their imnginings and conjectures. Such feelings I 
have hnd myself; and which have been in part relieved, by such en 
quiries ns I have occnsionally made among the few remaining indi- 
viduala who llnd witnessed the doings in the battle, and nt the Bri- 
tish encampment, dcc., in Germontown, to wit: 

T h e  most of the conflict wns on the north-enstem side of Germnn- 
town. That  part of our troops which encountered the Hessinns nnd 
British, near the 'unction of the Wissohiccon with the Schuylkill, 
hod defiled for t /I at purpose, after they nrrived nt Cl~estnut hill, 
oing thence, ns led by two guides, of whom Geo. Dnnenhower, 

h e s  dive, wm one. 
When the battle began, the fahers of families were quickly busied 



in disposing of their childrcn and women in cellars. I n  the present 
C. X. Stoke's house, then belonging.to Squire Feree, there were col- 
lected two dozen of weeping and ternf ed women. George Knorr and 
other hoys ran towards Philadelphia, as far as Xicetown,\vl~ere they 
met the Hessians coming out, and then stopped. One cannon bzdl 
struck a tree at Haines' brewery, crs they passed, and h e n  went be- 
fore them down the street 

Boys i,ele very curious and venturous; andseveral of them plucked 
up couqe and got to the tops of houseq, and even into the strcets. 
to see what could be seen. Such ns some of them saw, I shall re- 
late:-Such as the battallion of taIlVirginians, under Col. AIatthews, 
brought in prisoners from Iiclley's place, and lodged in the church 
at the market house. T b e  faces of the prisoners and their g u d s  
were well blackened about their mouihs with gunpowder, in biting 
off their cartridges. These Vidnians  had just before captured a 
party of British in the fog, and set up  a hurmh, which brought a 
greater force upon them, and caused their own capture. 

T h e  roar and rat~ling of discharges of rn~lskclry and cannon, was 
incessant: and the whistling of balls, were occasionally heard. Com- 
batants could be seen, from the house top, occasionnlly in ccnflict, 
then obscured by smoke, and then a p i n  exposed to view. 

T h e  battle, though bcgun at day Ilgl~t, was continued till after 10 
o'clock. T h e  retreat, when it began, a little before 11, must have 
been skilful as to ~ e n e m l  arrangement and o r d e ~ ,  for i t  went off 
~ c i f h  enlire sihzce. I t  seemed hke a conflict and a greiit outbreak, 
suddenly hushed. 

T h e  battle was but little witnessed in the tmn, after the first 
onset, and but few of the military were seen along the nlnin street 
I t  was chicily on the north-eastern side, on the tillage ground ; and 
the fences were mostly down. A great deal of fighting nlust have 
occurred in Joseph Magarge's field, near Bnnchtown, (probably wilh 
Ste hens' division,) ascertained frow the gent  number of leaden 
bulE~s  found in his ten acre field. for yen., nfienvards. Stephenr 
himself had been set aside some t h e  before, by his own officersj ns 
too much inebriated to conltnand. This  wus told me by one of his 
caplains. 

'Phc present Dr. George de Benneuille, of Branchtown. now nged 
63 years, was a lad of sixteen, nt the time of the biiltle of Germnn- 
hc1,n, and saw much of the fight, and of the preceding nnd suc- 
ceediug operations of 111e two armies. They  llnd h e  Hifilllandern 
nt!d British cavalry qunr~ered in his neighbonrl~ood. Tlwy were 
always cheerful, rlnd alwnys seemed to go gaily and confide~~ly 
into expected fi@:hrs. On such occctsions, the killed Scots went OR 
in full trot, keeplag up w i h  the trot of the cavalry. T h e  ~olclicre 
111ode free to take nnd kill the cows of his family, and their aeigll- 
bourn; but  he officern were gentlelnnnly in their deportment, and 
seemed to try to put them in a way to get some recornpen~e. Seve. 
ml of the British officerswere quartered in Thomas Nedrow's b a t m  



Pmu,jIvania Inland- Germanioum 49 

the mw, ;low Butler's house, oppositc to the residence of the present 
Pierce Buuer. When the battle came on, t l ~ e  Bri~ish made u bani- 
cnde across the York road, at  h e  place of those two houses. Our 
militia, in the time of the ba~Be, made no stand of resistance in the 
neighbourhood of Bnnchtown, bur seemed quickly to make their 
retreat; and for this non-defence, as many of them were known in 
the neighbourhood, they did not fail, afterwards, to receive the jibes 
and jeers of the people. They accused them of throwing away tllcir 
cartridges, as a feint of having exhausted h e m  in fight! Dr. de 
Benneville saw the British army come down the York road, on their 
return and defent, after they had had their affair at Edge hill, where 
Gen. Morgan, with his riflemen, hud so ably discomfited tllern. T h e  
British stdl looked well, and as if able to make a bold stand, if 
pressed to it. T h e  doctor has described to me, with lively vivacity, 
hts vivid recollections of those days; and soys they were daily of 
the most stirring interest to him, and othera of his neighbourhood. 
They kept them daily excited, and interested in every thing doing 
around them; and almost every day brought something new to 
pass, which in some way or other, might en,-e the feelings, or h e  
wonder, of himself, and his youthful companions. Such recollec- 
tions, to their possessors, at least, are even now fell to be worth a 
whole age of lesser years! 

A British officer, wounded, wns seen nenr the market house, in 
Germantowc, led by two soldiers;-he unexpectedly met there a 
surgeon, and said to him, nll pole and faint, I believe it is all ovel 
with me, doctor-I have got a mortal wound?" T h e  doctor opened 
his breast, while still standing in the street, and turning aside his 
linen, soon said,-cL Don't few, I shall save you--go on." On he 
went, quite a renovated man. 

Mr. John Ashmead, still alive, and then an intelligent !ad of 
twelve years of age,-+ soon ns the battle ceased, started from the 
market house, with a young companion, to mnge o'er the tented 
field to note the dend." He  sow severnl lots of dead, in parcels of 
sires and sevena; none of the wounded remaining. They visited 
Chew's house-there they saw before the house about thirty dead, 
whcm citizens were already beginning to bury, north-west of the 
house. They  went into the house and all over it--saw blood in 
eve-y room-noticed where a sir  pounder, which had come in at the 
front window, had pone throug-h four partitions, nnd then out at the 
back of the house. Observed that some of the British therein, had 
used the back windows on the roof to get out, and under the shelter 
of that roof, to fire upon mailanis approaching the front. They 
saw a dend American soldier, lying by his still smoking fire brand, 
who had evidently gotten there under the shelter of a board fence, 
joining the house to the kitchen out-house, and had been shot, 
(vainly seeking the bubble reputation,") as he was about setting 
fire to the same, by a soldier from the cellar window. Another, a 
h e  younq wnmor, volunteering to effect the some purpose, with D 
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~ u n d l e  of straw at a window, at the nonh-west corner, was also 
shot down on the spot. T h e  s ane  persons snw some s i r  or seven 
bodies of soldiers, panidly interred, back of the Methodist meeting 
lane; ground was heaped upon them just where and us they fell. 
Tbeir reel were panlg uncovered, and told their t&. 

I n  R Smith's woods, in Branchtown, were lately taken up the re- 
nains of three American soldiers, buried there, and reintened by 
him wi~h  a head stone ; part of their c lo~l~es  and caps still remained, 
also their buttons .and f l i n ~ .  They s e r e  there s .an advanced picket 
guard, and were surprised. 

Persons \vho saw our retreating men at Chestnut Idl ,  ECIy they 
passed there with some show of order and control. It is, however, 
rurprising how very few seem to have seen the whole scene, with 
suficien~ intelligence to ailbrd a picture to any inquirer now. One 
wnnts to know how they looked nnd did, how fared the worrnded, 
and how they got on, &c., k c .  Some of those in the retreat passed 
by the wag of Oxrord, thus showhg a wide dispersion. Sundry of 
our wounded were deemed fitr enough removed when taken into the 
Episcopoiian church, ~LE their hospital, at Flour town. 

T h e  British, sl~ortly after the battle, concentred in Philadelphia 
and vicinity. Directly after they left Germantown, a troop of A m e  
rican horsemen came through the town upon their rear, so closely, 
that a British surgeon, who had just left dressing the wounds of three 
American onicers, prisoners in the Widow Hess' house, was over- 
taken on fool in the street When they were about to arrest him, 
W. Fryhoffer, who saw it ,  and knew the facts in the case, proclaim- 
ed his useful services, and he was told to walk to the city at his ewe. 
In  the mean time, the three ofiicers were taken as prizes, and thus 
unexpectedly liberated. T h e  same troop, advancing a little further, 
encountered a Quc~ker looking man in a cl~aise, who, in trepidation, 
made a shon turn at Bowman's lane and upset, and thus exposed a 
large basket full of plate. H e  and his treasure were captured m d  
ordered off to head-quc~riers. 

One of d ~ e  boys of t l~a t  day hus told me how he used to go to 
mil:, to bring flour to an individual in Gernlnntown, who used to de- 
liver it out to loomnt coming from Philadelphia,* at high prices, nnd 
carrying it in small parcels concealed about their persons. These 
were probably petty dealers for the wanls of the town, and thus 
made their gain. T h e  same returned with salt, k c .  

British oficers were generally quartered in houws in the town, 
and demeaned themselves very civilly to the fnmilies therein. T h e  
officers, very Inany of them, were young; only the superior @des 
were cged. T h e  soldiers were well clisc~plined, and did not commit 
tiny severe aggressions. T h e  33d one night stole n neighl~our's c w ,  
killed her, aud covered her with stmw, behind the h e  Wm. Keyser's 

- 

' It was camed to Philadelphia, and brought $8 per cwt. I knew a man to cany 4 
cwt and b o p  that cnrried ) cwL, but they had to cake a by-rod for fear of losing it 



lark house ; n sham search wns made nest morning, but it wns soon 
I~ushed, and the cow cut up. They were said to be the clenringa 
of the jails. T h e  33d were noted thieves, but they had to do it 
quietly.- 

Two of the inhabitnnts of the town, Andrew Heath and young 
Sowers, became guides to the British, and wore their green uniform 
when so acting, intending, probably, to pnss unnoticed ; but they did 
not, and had to leave the place till the peace. At the same time, 
the brother of Sowers was an active why. T h e  honest father wns 
abused ru a tory. although he had actudly given many blankets to 
the town militia 

Sundry of the whig persons, ewed with the army, used to make, 
O C G U ~ O ~ ~ ~ ,  hnzardous excursions to visit their families stealthily, 
by night, kc .  On one occasion, Mr. Denny, who wns a militia 
lieutenant, came to his father's, near the market house, and when 
goins away on horseback, at  midnight, he chanced, as he was in- 
tend~% to turn into the church lane, to encounter the advance of n 
secret d e n t  detachment going ogainst La  Fayette, nt Barren hill. As 
he whipped up to turn the comer, they let fly a platoon, a ball from 
which, passed through his thigh, scarcely making him eensible of a 
wound, for he actudly got over to the Bmnchtown tavern before he 
stopped. Such an alarm, at midnight, soon stnrtled the whole town, 
and mpidly brought up the whole force of the expedition, at  the 
same time breaking the intended secrecy. 

On another intended secret invasion of the British at midnight, a 
Mr. Lush, who was an acting wngoner for the gunpowder for the 
American army, was apprised to be on his guard. H e  geared up 
his team, and had it ready at the door for a start if needful ; finding 
no approach, he concluded to ride down the city rond to reconnoitre, 
and there he soon fell into their hands n prisoner. But his wiyoner, 
more alert than his mnster, saw the approach in time to mount his 
team, nnd at full whip, dashed up the street, waking up d l  the in- 
habitants, to look abroad for something stnnge, and to see the expo- 
sure of the British army. 

Mr. John Ashmead, when a lad of twelve, had the exciting speo 
bcle of seeing the whole British army come down the main street 
of Germantown, at their first entry. H e  wns nllowed, unmolested, 
to eer in the street porch. Their whole army seemed in complete 
order-the display of officers, the regulnr march of red coated men, 
and refugee greens, the highlanders, grenadiers, their burnished 
artns, kc .  There wns, however, no display of colours, and ?w 
~nusic-every thing moved like machinery in silence. I n  all their 
progress there wns no violence and no offence. Sundry men occasion- 
ally came up and said, " Can you give us a little milk or any cider." 
On being referred to the father, who purposely kept in door, ns he was 
n known whig, it. wns deemed expedient to give out readily. In  
time, the c ide~ anrrel begnn to fall low, when it so occurred that a 
young officer cnme to nsk n like indulgence;--when it was mid to 

. 



him he nns aelcome, but others had been before him, and left 11 
muddy ; he expressed his surprise at their exaction, and m'd it should 
be cc~rrected. Quickly there appeared a sentinel before the house, 
wr-ho kept his place till superseded by imother and another, for six or 
eight changes, until the whole army had passed. I t  .showed disci 
pline. and a decorous demeanour in an enemy, which it is but honest 
justice lo record. This discipline could be confirmed in another 
thing-An insolent refugee soldier used to come to the COW yard of 
a f m d y ,  who had officers quartered in their house, and to take his 
quantum of milk as his right At lm it became a grievance, which 
was hinted to one of the officers; he replied, nsk his name, or notice 
the mnlber of his button, and I shall soon have him punished. T h e  
culprit was cautioned by the aggrieved, and begged pardon, and 
never came win. 

I n  eoinz over these incidents of the battle, and while yielding to 
emotions i f  compassion for the dead and the wounded; it c;ukot 
but occur to the mind, that even the fortunate and the victorious 
then, are now nearly dl whelm'd in one common lot ;-scarcely m y  
now survive ! 

Jacob Keyser, now an aged citizen of about 69 years of age, wne 
then a lad; he, with his father's family, lived where is now the 
house of :he Rev. Mr. Rodney. Its high position above the street 
enabled them, by placing nn apple under the cellar door, to peep 
abroad and see the battle in the opposite field, distinctly. H e  could 
see tliere, those who fell under successive peals of musketry. 

After the battle he went abroad; he saw at the gate, adjoining hie 
present house, many bu!let marks; d so  an Adjutant Lucna dead, 
and his fine clothes divested. H e  was buried in the ground near by. 

Before the door of Jacob Peters' house, lay a fine large American 
officer dead, on the pavement I n  a little while, when he again 
passed there, he wns nenrly stripped, and while he beheld him, n 
man forced off his shirt as his ow3 lawful prey! His body was in- 
terred in the north-east corner of the burying ground opposite. 

His brother, Abiaham Keyser, saw seveml officer looking persona, 
much divested of their clothing, laying dead along the inside of 
Chew's front wall-fence. It was understood that these inhumanities 
were indicted by the followers of the camp-sometimes by ~oldiers' 
wives. 

These two brothers saw seventeen bodies put into one pit, near 
Chew's house, under a cherry tree. There was a row of cherry 
trees from the gate up to the north side of the house, and behind 
these trees men approached towards the house, as their shelter; some 
mere dead, or wounded, at the foot of those trees. A fine large 
soldier, from Reading, lay dead at the gate; also, a lad, a son of 
Col. Chamberlane, of New Jersey. 

Soon after the battle, British officers came to the houses, and asked 
for young men to come out and bury. While they were so burying, e 
Bnush soldier came and said, "Don't bury them with their faces up, 
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and thus cast din in their faces, for they also are mothers' sons.'" 
An officer came to a speechless, dying 11inn, m d  mid kindly, " Prny 
now for your soul." One of the bodies, very slightly buried, south 
of the house, was scented and dug after by the dog~,.and afterwnrds 
corn was noticed to grow there with wonderful luxuriance. 

Very few girls were known to have formed any attachments for 
the enemy-a Miss Servor, and another, were the only two known 
to have gone away. 

I n  going into Chew's house, they noticed that the rooms were d l  
mucli blackened by the smoke of their firin,-not much blood ob- 
served. Saw only one man who had been wounded in the house, 
and he was dying. 

One h n c  Wood, at the present John Andrews' place, on Lime 
Kiln road, was killed at  his cellar door, while peeping out at tlle 
battle, which was near him, along side of Dr. Betton's woods. 

An elderly lady nnd her nephew came to Germantown, about 
seven yeqrs TO, making inquiries for the remains of Gen. Nash, 
which, ~t IS believed, none could then inform them about H e  wns 
shot through the thigh, and the same shot killed his horse, and his 
aid, Major Witl~erspoon. 

Very few accidents occurred to cattle during the fight A cow, 
which belonged to John Smith's father, and which was in the field 
between the combatants, was bought after the fight for ten joes (60 
dollars) ; at that time her beef would bring 50 cents a pound. They 
had hard fare then, and all lived on the coarsest and cheapest kind 
of food. A cow, killed by a bullet in Peters' stable, wns cut up, 
and eaten willingly. 

The  house now Duval'e, (hen Christopher Huber's, and once 
Samuel Shoemaker's, a mayor of Phildelphia,) had the floor at one 
time covered with army tailors, mnking up clothing. T h e  shoe- 
makers and smiths would go to shops in squads, and use the tools for 
their work, in which the owners would join them, for the sake of 
keeping an eye on the preservation of their tools and materials. 
AL atid about the spring house of the same Duval's place, (at the 

rear of his garden lot,) the premises being then in the tenure of Ch. 
Huber, the Virginia troops becnme engaged. On that occasion a 
soldier was shot and killed along side of Wm. Dolby, who, from that 
circu~nslonce, became averse to war; soon after left his stntion in the 
mnks, found a retreat at Thomas Livezey's, (a miller and Friend,) 
then a very secluded place amid the wilda of the Wissohiccon. 
There he became fully convinced of Friends' principles, joined the 
society, and was afterwards a very acceptable and approved public 
Friend. H e  afterwards settled in Delaware state-often visited the 
yearly meetings in Philadelphia,--and at the end of forty years after 
the above mentioned battle, revisited the spot of his outward and 
inward conflict, and told the facts to Abraham Keyser, my informant, 
now 80 years of age. 

I once had a siniilar fact of convincement from my old friend 
5. 



John Ihylie, who was enrn-ed as a aon-commissioned oflicer, a vo. 
lunteer, under Wayne, at Trois rivers; und while fearlessly entering 
into battle, d l  at once, one of the men in the nnks near Ili~n, (a 
militia man,) beginning audibly to p:ay for the salvation of those 
~vho  might fall, he had such a conviction of hG unprepiiredr~ess f o ~  
death and eternity, that he felt himself to tremble from head to foot 
under the divine power-he also ejaculated prayers-resolved in- 
stantly to kill no man-fired above his n~ark-bewnre tr;i~~quil and 
self-possessed-went fearlessly into all danger,-and as soon as he got 
home, joined the Friends in Bucks county, and relinquished his pay. 

There was much woods on the north-east side of Beggarstown, up 
to Leibert's board yard ; and along these woods were nmny dead and 
wounded. Houses along the town were much fewer i r ~  number than 
now, nod genedly lower and smaller-not such as we now see them 
in the same places. 

John S.l~ith saw an American trooper driving dashingly along the 
poor house Lone. to.rvwds Germantown, then turned off  he road and 
hid himself and horse in a cider mill, on present John Wisltlr's place. 
Soon there came a troop in pursuit, and missed h in~  

When Smith first left his father's house, at the beginning of the 
battle, to seek a refuge, he saw walking on the street two wounded 
British soldiers, bloody, md going to the rear. He  ran to Nicetown 
before stopping, and there met the British ccming out from the city, 
in a kind of half running march. 

In  Jacob S. Wunde?~ lot, he snw two of our men wounded, who 
had lain there all night, and he took them cider to drink. They 
were shot in the limbs, so that they could not walk, or help them- 
selves. 

T h e  British army were covered with dust, when they first passed 
through Germantown; they were at other times kept very clean. 
Them horses were heavy, clumsy and large. Horsemen of both 
armies would occasionally pass rattling through t!~e streets of Ger- 
mnnlown by night, and in the morning it was clearly designated of 
which side the horsemen were, by the English horse being EO very 
much larger in the hoof. T h e  Hessian cavalry were gay ponies, 
much decorated with leather trappings. 

Women coming from Philadelpl~ia, when met by our scoub, were 
very rudely searched for forbidden things about their persons, and 
often shnmsfully plundered of red  necessaries. 

There mere seveml rich young gentlemen, volunteers, attached to 
the British light infantry amly, without comn~issions, seeking oppor- 
tunities of promotion. There were three or four brothers of the 
name of Bradstreet among them. They used carbines. 

A. K. thinks that there was not much fighting along the street; 
be had ofien seen Col. Musgmve, who defended Cl~ew's hor~se. On 
one occnsion the Colonel asked him if he had heirrd that Burgoyne 
was taken, and whether he wm a citizen of Germanfown ; and on 
his answering "Yes," the Colonel repeated sternly, Yes,'ynsl" 



meaning to reproach llim for not adding-sir, to a gende~nun! He 
had been shot in the IIIOUIL, and had Iiu face disfigured thereby, 
with a hole in his cheek. None of die officers were observed to have 
had any ladies with them, and had no intercourse as risiters in the 
fiunilies of die plnce. Indeed, the society h e n  waa very plain and 
unfmhionable, and generally talked more German d ~ m  English. 
The  soldiers done were most at home anlong the people, i u~d  they 
freely admitted the boys and old men of the plnce to visit their camp 
before the battle ; but afienvwds, they cllimged greatly, and kept 
often changing heir  grounds, and finally drew themselves wholly 
into and about the city. 

A large body of Hessians were hutted in Ashmead's field, out the 
School lane, near the woods; their huts were constructed of the rails 
from fences, set up at an angle of 4j0, resting on a crosbeam cenlre; 
over these were laid stnw, and above the s tnw g r i  sod-they were 
close and warm. Those for the officers had wicker doors, with a g l m  
light, and interwoven with plaited straw; they had dso  chimneys 
made of gri i  sod. They no doubt had prepared so to pass the 
winter, but the battle broke up their plans. One of the Hessians 
afterwards became Washington's coachman. 

 lieu^ Craig, of the cavalry, was often adventurous; on one oc- 
casion, being alone and pursued up Germantown by the British 
horse, he purposely led them across a marsli at Cresheim, where 
one of their hones so mired, that he  could not get out; this stopped 
the pursuit, and they had to kill the hone on the s p o ~  

Col. Pickering, in speaking of his recollections of the battle of 
Germuotown, says, Washington's ormy started the evening preceding 
the battle, and marched all night In  the march, Gen. Wwliington 
followed Sullivan's column, and when the battle began, said to Col. 
Pickering, "Go nhead, and say t h a ~  I am afraid he is throwing away 
his ammunition, and to try to reserve himself for n more g e n e d  
action." T h e  colonel then passed Chew's house mithotit seeing any 
demonstrations of fight there; and he thinks the unseen troops therein 
were then barricad~ng the premises. H e  overtook Gen. Sullivan 
three or four hundred yards beyond that house, and when returning, 
saw for the first time, that they were firing from t h ~ t  house across his 
road. H e  soon rejoined Gen. Wnshington, with tiis officers, at Bill- 
meyer's house A flag was sent forthwith to the horise to summon 
their surrender, which Lieut. Smith, of Virginia, volunteered to zarry, 
and got shot as he waa advancing, iind afterwords died from the 
wound. Sullivan's division, therefore, was neucr delayed by the 
force in the house. Gen. Greene's column on the left did  no^ get 
into action till three quarters of an hour Inter than those on the right, 
becnuse of the greater circuit which they had to make; whereos, 
those on the main street, went more directly to the point of attack. 
I n  Col. Pickering's opinion, Judge Johnson's " Life of Greene" hnrr 
given erroneous statements respecting Gen. W;lsliington7s hesitancy 
10 pass Chew's house*; and he distinctly mys, that onlr Gen. Knox 



could ha re  been present, to obtrude any advice ill that matter; L': 
the rest of 111e general officers :\-ere in tl~eir pl;~ces. with h e i r  con]- 
~nands. T h e  first of the retren~ing beg-n fur w n d  of more atrtmuni- 
tion, they having eslrausted it ,= the conr~~~:t~~der-ir~-clrief had before 
appre l~e~~ded.  

Tlle boys of Gennantown made play-work of t l ~ e  wnr, ~naking 
tlle~nselves three forts (upper, rnitldle, and lower,) along tlte town. 
T h e y  I I ; ~  r e p ~ l a r  embnnkl~wnts, w d  f o ~ ~ g t ~ t  with s~o~res .  under ;I 

&otv of tvooden g1111s. 0 1 1  one occiteion, nlr American o ~ c e r ,  in 
p;tssingt called out, " Who con~mands there ?" and they called out 
I~is otvn ni~nle, " Proctor!" 

An ;tgetl gerdenlan, who has been a contributor of l n m y  of the 
fwts of Ger~~~itrrtuwn, and to wholn I have s u b ~ ~ ~ i i t e d  t l ~ e  per~lsal of 
the preceding page-., hits con~~nended tlrcn~ fur their ncct l l tq,  and 
has fun~islled sonre additional illrlstn~tions, \vlricl~ I Itave ;tdded, viz.: 

Cl~ris;up!!er L~dwic l i ,  tile baker-general, ~ ~ s ~ ~ i t l l y  I~ore, and re- 
ceived, t l ~ e  :~ppc!!ation of ,qotcral. H e  once owned i l ~ e  plan~ntion, 
r.row belonging to John Haines. He lived rnnny yenrs In a very 
inclependen~ tllnnner, in the l~ouse next RIrs. Snritlr Jol~nson. He 
wns of ;r very social cast, talking freely along the street with all h e  
met, i ~ n d  in so loud and slrong a voice, as every where to announce 
his vicinitx ;-so much so, that it was u s ~ ~ a l  in fan~ilies, in doors, to 
my, " Tllere goes the general !" T l ~ e  rrankness which chnrncterizrd 
Ilirn, encoun~grd the woman, who I)c?ccl~rre his second wife, to say 10 
him, in n~eering him in the streef, thi~t as s l ~ e  felt concerned for his 
loneliness its il widower, s l ~ e  woc~ld orer  herself to him for a com- 
panion, in care Ile thougl~t it 111i$tt condnce to their n~utual  happi- 
ness. He took it ,  as Ile s;tid, iuto n sllort considemion, and they 
became Ilun a11d wife; she being :i g~~ocl  wife, aid botll of them a 
happy couple, i l l  111e opi~lior~ of all ! H e  11;1d bur one eye. 

illy infor111;111t. I I ~ S  seen nlitny of t l ~ e  I~rotl~erl~ood of Epl~rata, pass. 
tng througlr G e ~ n ~ m t o \ v n ,  lollowiug Ir! !~di:tn file, ;dl dressed altke, 
undall their clothes, from head foJfinf, 7nsu ?rithout colour ! 

Flour~otvrr, in old Sl~ror~k's day, n.::, as rerne~rrbered, the peculiar 
head-qnxters of witclrcrak, i u d  \vitcl~-credulity. There, nltnost 
every body credi~ed the evil infl~~errce; ;und from t l~nt  cause old 
Shronk tvi~s ~ ~ n d e r  frequent req~risition to go there, from his honse at 
Scl~uylliill falls. \Vl~en seen riding lrom 1101ne along the town,it 
was C U I I I I I I O I I  furold and ~ O L I I I ~  to run to 111e ~ i n d o t v s  to td t en  look 
ut the rare III:III, i t ~ d  to my, surely Ile is ilgain cirlletl off to Flour- 
to\t7n. \\'Iterr arrived there, he would fling his arm about nnd pro- 
c a i n  i t  l e  d there, in given dircclions, nre ntnny, nnny  
witcl~es! Tile  wl~ole pli~ce tvas in ~er ious  tronbie ulld confusion for 
sevend years; olle a ~ d  iu~o t l~e r  accusing and cllurging the other with 
beir~g i ~ r l ~ e s  ; i111d all referring to S h r o ~ ~ l r ,  to Iznow the verity of 
their severd ;~ppreIrcl~sions. l An eye wit~l~:.is I I ~ I S  I ~ I I I S  described the British array, viz. :-The 
trim ant1 gri~cefd gre~~itdier. the careless and half snvnge highlander 



with his flowing tartaned robes, and n d c d  Inces; then the imme 
vakly stiff Gern~an-here n regiment of Hessians,-nnd there slaves 
of AnspacL nnd Waldeck, the first sombre as night, the second 
gaudy as noon. Here dashed a party of dragoons, and there scnm- 
pered a party of yagcrs. The  British oficers gay in spirit and ac- 
tion, and the Germnn officers stiff in rno~ion and embroidery; the 
whole forming a rnoving kaleidoscope of colours and scenery. 

Mr. Jocob Miller, when aged about 62, told nlc of his observntions 
in Germantown, when a youth of sixteen. H e  lived, while the 
British were in Germantown, in the house now of George \V. To- 
land; then the house of George Miller, a capain in the American 
arn1y.O T h e  first night of the arrival of the Briual~ army, upwards 
of a dozen of the Rr~tish officers made their quarters in tl~nt house. 
While they were all plesent in one large room, they sent for him, 
nnd questioned him about his knowledge of many of the loculities. 
In such inquiries, they always called every thing American L L  rebel;" 
and upon his saying he did not know whilt they meant to osk by the 
word rebe1,some were rough, and charged him with wilful ignorance, 
and some others justified him, and said he wos not obliged to ac- 
knordedge the term, even if he understood i t  His mother mns soon 
employed to be their baker, and daily after she received their flour, 
and mode it into hread, pound for pound, lenving her a good supply 
of p i n ,  for the use of her family. 

He  did not dare to go much abroad among the encampments, 
unless with some of the retniners of the army, for fear they might 
nrrest him; therefore did not see much of their doings. The  boys 
and girls of the place, he believes, kept very close house ; he heard 
of no violence or insult to any of the inhabitants. RIing, Light- 
foot, and Heath made them~elves most useful to the British, and 
mere aftenvards regardcd, and treated by ourselves, ns tones; they 
were once aftenvards pnl;~ded through the town to disgrace them, 
and were threatened with tar . 1 1 d  feathers. T h e  most outrageous 
conduct was committed on the person nnd property of Christopher 
Sower, n q or thy, innocent, good man, on account of his son Christm 
pher, who hnd taken the enemies' side. . 

When the battle began, he arid several others went across the 
street to Lorain's old house, and secured the~nselves in the cellar, 
from the door of which they peeped out and saw the cannon balls 
making their streaks through the air, towards Toland's woods; 
h e y  nlso heard the whistling of many musket bullets. 

The  British cavalry were hutted on the lotsof Mehl's nrrd Koyal' 
present open fields. 

Just as the bade  begun, and when he wns going to the ccllnr be 
fore mentioned, he saw Gen. Howe ride up with several officers, 
from his quarters at Logan's house, (the owner, Wm. Lognn, being 

He albrwards became a colonel, md d i p h s d  himself with L e  G e m n b a o  
mItia at Prinwton. 

Vor. 11.-H 



then dec~:aseJ,) and stopping near Lorain's house, he heard Gcneml 
Howe say, quite loud, " AIy God, what shall we do? we are certninly 
surrounded! ' They then rode onward up the town. 

After a while they left the cellar and ventured abrond ; finding the 
]iring had ceased, and seeing wounded men, on foot, coming there 
as to the rear, he ventured to go towards Chew's house, by the back 
lots, the fences being all cut down. H e  snm many dead, and n sol- 
dier srripping an officer who had a fine ~vatch. \\'hen he got nenr 
there, he found himself unexpectedly nearsorne renewed firing-one 
of the balls went through the porch where he ~vas standing-he re. 
treated npidly homeward. When a p i n  at home, Ile found n pther-  
ing at his neigl~bour Nechlin's house, (the present Wagner's.) and 
went in, where he found, in the large stiable in the yard, a British 
hospiinl, where surgeons were beginnpg to arnnge long hbles, made 
of the doors, on \vIiic11 to 1ny men, (friends and foes.) for amp~~intion 
They  soon pressed him to mi s t  them, but he not liking the employ. 
soon mannged to get ofl' and hide himself. H e  saw ns many ns two 
dozen there, wounded ; they cut ofl' rums and legs, and cast them, 
when done, into the stone quarry near, where they were afterwards 
covered with a little earth. H e  knew that, aftenvards, dogs got at 
some of them ; he took from a dog a leg, which he buried at Mehl's 
ptzway. 

H e  knows that there wns a great deal of fighting on his present 
'ot in Danenhower's lane ; m d  also on Armstrong's hill, by the mill. 
There, he and other boys have collected serernl hn~fuls of lenden 
oullets; even to this clay, he finds bullets and flints in his lot, when- 
ever he ploughs the place. H e  supposes he gathered as many as a 
bushel of them, not long after the battle, getting usudly a hatful at 
any one time of searching; and these he used to hide in post holes 
for the time. 

H e  used to steal to Philadelphia occasio~~ally, to get things wanted 
for the family. His way was to mntch occasions when parties of the 
British came out, then to follow closely in their rear; and nfterwards 
to get home by by-paths and back roads, and always keeping a good 
look out to shun Capt. Allen MILane,who mas always on the scout, 
and was often seen by him and others close upon the British out- 
posts. H e  has seen him pursued serenl limes, from near his touse. 
Dover and Howard were officers nlso in the same service. 

H e  snw Gen Agnem and Col. Bird buried, in the lower burying 
ground, wit11 very llttle pande. There was also a British officer 
buried there, froni Ottinger's house, where he died of siclines. H e  
saw several dead soltlien buried in Mechlin's tnnyard after the battle; 
they were probably from the hospital there, and at Armat's house. 

One of the oflicers, w l ~ o  wns unwell, the night of their first arrival, 
~vanted him to go up the town to purchase something for his relief, 
and he being nfmid to go done, expressed his reluctance, when the 
officer said, "I'll give you a scrip which will pass yott." So he 
went, nnd at every little distance he found a sentinel nlong the 



street, by whom he s n s  challenged, nnd showed his passport, and 
proceeded till he got what he wanted. 

On Trygm's ground were a great many of the British encamp 
ed in huts, made up from the fences, nnd overlnid with sods. On 
the same ground, he nftenvards saw Count Pulaski's cnvnlry, of four 
oundrod men, in their whitish uniform, where they made a p o d  
display of militmy evolutions, in exercising in a mock battle. They 
were formed mostly from the prisoners of Bugoyne's army, Ger- 
man, nnd others. Their exercises made a deep impression on his 
youthful fears; for when he beheld their frequent onsets with drawn 
swords, he felt quite persuaded they must turn it dl to enmest. 
One of them got killed in the onset. 

At one time, it mas snid that the British were intending to take 
into their service nll the half grown boys they could find in the 

lace; to avoid which, he and others got off to a public house near r? lounown. H e  supposes that it was a false repoh 
H e  was present, with the brother nnd sister of Major Witherspoon, 

(aid to Gen. Nasli,) when he was disinterred, in Philip Weaver's 
front lot. They had brougl~t a coffin, and outer case, intending to 
toke him home to Princeton, but his body was too decayed and of- 
fensive to benr such a removal. H e  wils in the same pit with six 
other bodies; but he was known from the rest, by the loss of part 
of his skull, and by being the only one wrapped in :r blanket. T h e  
sister cut nfT a lock of his hair. What an affecting scene for relatives ! 

T h c  Znglish cavalry pursued the Americans eight miles, on the 
Skippack road, Gfteen and a half miles from Philadelphia, into W h i t  
paine township, as far as the Blue Bell. We  have heard from an 
old friend, a witness now at that place, that our militia was already 
there when the British cavalry arrived, and wheeled about to make 
good their retreat and return. H e  describes the confusion that existed 
among the Americans as pns~ the power of description; sadness 
and constemotion was expressed in every countenance. While the 
dead and dying, (which had preceded this hnlt at the Blue Bell,) 
were before seen moving onward for refuge, there could be seen 
many anxious women and children rushing to the scene to learn the 
fate of their friends, and to meet, if they could, the fathers, brothers, 
or other relatives, who had been before sent fonvard for the enopge- 
ment. Agtin and va in ,  the American officers were seen riding or 
running to the front of the militia with their drawn swords,threaten- 
ing, or persuading them to face nbout and meet the foe. But all 
elTorLa seemed to fail; and officers and men were still seen every 
where borne along on the retreat. They broke down fences and 
rushed away in confusion, ns if determined no longer to hazard the 
chances of war in ariothcr onset. Some few, however, still held on 
to the moving moss of dead and wounded-for some had died, while 
etill in the collrse of their removal. 

Geneml Nnsh, of North Carolina, Col. Boyd, Majcr White, of 
Philadelphia, aid to Sullivan, and mother officer, who ..vrrz among 



the wounded, mere carried onward, ~o far, as that when they died 
they were d l  buried side by side, nt the 3Ie11nonist burying ground 
and church in To\wunensing to~mship, a place beautifully shaded 
with forest trees. Their gnves there I hare visited, twenty-sir niilec 
from Philadelphiil* I hare learned from tlle sons of one De Haven, 
thnt their father had nssisted in mrryingGeu. N s h ,  who was brought 
into Lis house, and then taken two rides further to his brother's 
house, where he died,-having in his profuse bleeding for his coun- 
try's good, bled through two feather beds before he died. A Mr. 
Godshalk, who is dive at Kulpsville, mw hh interment; Major 
White was deemed the finest looking officer in the ~ervice-his 
beauty and dress had conferred on h ~ m  the soubriquet of beau 
White." H e  was an Irishman by birth, married to n London lady, 
nnd the fnther of the present Judge John N. White, of Woodbury, 
New Jersey. H e  had gone on after the battle, wor~nded, but riding 
on his own horse. He had renched the house of Abmm Wentz, on 
Skippack r o d ,  where he had before quartered. As the darn: of the 
pursuing nrmy came onward, he  undertook to ride six miles further, 
when he took a fever from his exertions, of which he died. A lady 
who snw him nt Wentz's house, and wbo is still dive, has told me 
he came there with Gen. Furman, and that the major was guy nnd 
cheerful, nnd declined any bed or nssistnnce. I n  the same company 
there was n very young o5cer from Virginia, (supposed to be Lieut. 
Smith,) wounded in the shoulder, who also went onwnrd. An old 
Germon, n soldier, has informed that four of our officers were buried 
side by side at  Whitemmh, [most probably non-con:missiorred ones.] 
In  that neighbourhood thcm me still some remains of the former 
entrenchments. 

A large portion of the American nrmy lay encmlped on the Skip- 
pack road, twenty nnd a half miles from Philadelpliia, nnd while 
there, Gen. Washington, and seven1 of the officers, mere quartered 
in the house of Mr. Mon i s s ince  known as the large country house 
nnd residence of the late Dr. James, of Philadelphia. Gen. Wash- 
ington had also his qunrters a t  Jacob Wampolek fanu house (the 
father of the lute Isonc Wmpole,  thc eminent city scrivener,) located 
near a woods, nnd three quarters of n mile from the doresaid Men- 
nonist burying ground. That  family hod known that the generd 
was in the pmctice of retiring to pmy. 

I t  occurs to me here to soy n little of the state and class of people 
settled in this section of country. Such ns are known to me of 
Towamensing and Frnnconia They were generally Germnn wen- 
nonish and Tunkards. T h e  latter have a meeting-house nnd a well 
dressed congregation, by the Indian creek; all the hrms arc well 
cultivnted, and evince prosperity,-far different from what their fore- 
fathers could have enjoyed in their own country. Such a count9 
as this is now, so little distant from Philndelphia, was only fitst set- 
tled in 1719--nt the cost of but 310 for fifty ncres. When first 
settled, several small remains of Indians still lingered iihout ; and t l ~ e  

We .hhve since given t lwn a mnnwnent tlicrc 



nnrne of Indian creek, given by the settlers when the first surveya 
were mode in 17 lS  to J. Steel, shows their then understood vicinnge 
nnd home. There I have been shown their grave ground, &c. 
When Henry Funk  settled there in 1719, in Fmnconin, he wii sir 
miles northward of m y  neighbour, nnd nlthough his place is now n 
~cil l ,  he then had no nlill nenrer thnn the present Wither's mill nt 
Flourtown, (so cnlled most probnbly ns the earliest known plnce of 
sup ly,) to which plnce the fnmily used to send n single bng of grnin 
on f lorsebnck. 

T h e  lnte Gen. Cobb, who wns long a member of Gen. Wnshing- 
ton's military family during the war, hos informed us of some of [he 
habits of the chiefinin. Every thing was to be precise and punctual 
there-at  the hre&hst hour, the genenl wns sure to be punctual, 
nnd then he expected to find his nids, Cobb, Hamilton, Humphreys, 
nwniting him. H e  came then dressed for the dny, brin$ng with 
him the letters and despatches of the preceding day, with short 
memomndn of the answers to be made; also the substance of orders 
to be issued. After brenlifnst, these papers were distributed among 
the nids, to be put in form. Soon after, he mounted his horse to 
visit the troops, nnd expected to find on his return, before noon, dl 
the papers prepnred for his inspection nnd signature. There wns 
no fnmilinrity in his presence; it mns d l  sobriety and businesa 
Througllo~~t the war it wns understood in his milimry fnmily that he 
gave a part of every day to p e a a t e  prayer and  devotion. Gen. 
Cobb, though so long closely connected with so ,gave o leader, wae 
himself n man strongly disposed to enjoy a laugh ; nnd yet he  says, 
thnt in his long intercourse with him, be had only met with one 
officer-Col. Scnmmel, who hnd the power of ntrecting the risibilities 
of the geneml. Scammel wna full of ludicrous anecdotes, and when 
dining at  the genernl's table, woe nilowed to take the command, and 
to excite, beyond any other man, the general himself. 

It mny afford interest to some, to learn some of the local f n c ~  
incident to the lnnnngement nnd retreat of Lo Fnyette, at  Rnrren 
Hill, where he wiw intended to be surprised and broken up by Cen. 
Gmy, such os I lenmed them to be, from Snmuel Maulmsby, a 
respectnble Friend, dwelling then and since at Plymouth meeting- 
house. 

H e  wos at the time an active and observing boy. T h e  whole 
British force nrrived early in the morning at  the meeting-house, in 
the rear of Ln Fnyette, nod hnlted in the public rood, remaining 
there nbout nn hour nnd n half, seemingly perplexed nnd disnp 
pointed; nnd, ns it is believed, debating between the choice of going 
either to Spring mill, or Madson's ford. T h e  men seemed unwearied, 
but chngrined nnd angry. 

H e  hnd then nn uncle-+ C n ~ t  Dnvio. of the Pennsvlvnnin militia. 
who being then with the ~ m e h c n n  army, nnd fnmilinr with d l  the' 
lomlities of the country, wns much consulted and often used ns a 
guide, &c. From him Mr Maulmsby lenrned mnny fncrs concern 

6 



62 Penmjlvania Inland-Germantown. 

ing the retreat of La Fayette across the Schuylliill at Madson's ford 
Such as that the British made their approach with all possible quiet 
ness and secrecy, in the night (as before mentioned, through Ger- 
mantown, kc . )  They turned a t  Mather's mill to go on to I'lymouth. 
At that mill lived a Capt  Stoy, who having occasion to get out of 
bed, chanced to see the m y  passing his door. H e  innnediately 
ran across the fields and nigh cuts, to give La  Fayette the nlium; 
but his breath failing him, be called up  one Rudolph B d e ,  who 
n n  on to Barren 11111 and gave the intelligence. La Fayette imme- 
diately sent off his artillery to the other side of Schr~jlkill, at Mad- 
fon's ford, and going himself to the same place by the way of Spring 
ndl.  l'here were Oneida Indians attached to his command, who 
took their own course, and hild to swim the river. In  doing this, 
they left behind them a young prince. of twelve years of age: whom 
they there lamented in strong cries ond yells of distress, ;LS being 
captured or drowned. He  soon after appeared, when they all kneeled 
in solemn praise and thanksgiving, to the Great Spirit, for his safety. 
T h e  force of La  Fayette moved on to Vdley Forge to join b h -  
ington's army, then dtere. 

Nr. Maulmsby saw among the British serenl  refugees, who 
seemed to be very active advisers. Some of them had been his 
neighbours. They were dressed in greenish uniforms. 

H e  told me a fact, which should be remembered, as it helps to 
illustmte many cases, I presume, of alleged cruelly and plunder. A 
party, from the force in the road, came into his mother's house under 
pretext of getting water. They  seemed to be highlanders; these 
inimedialely n n  over the house and up stairs, forcing open cllests 
and dmwers with their bayonets, and taking o r  what they liked. 
Had the matter rested there, the whole might have been deemed a 
common violence; but an accident showed a n o h r  system. An 
officer came in to mk if they could spare a pair of s\vingle-trees, 
which when young Maulmsby had found, the price wus asked, ond 
none being required the officer gave him n guinea. At this time, a 
soldier was observed running to the house for his musket ~vh i c l~  he 
had forgotten, and out of this fact grew an explanation of the pre- 
vious plunder. T h e  officer forthwith entreated the widow tc conte 
out to the men to desipnte the depredutors, assuring her the pro- 
perty s11oulJ he restored, and the men punished before her face; he 
mying, they had already been threatened with death, if they attempted 
to plunder. Just then firing wae heard at a distance, when tLey d l  
hastily marched OK 

General Washington was often to be seen riding abroad, wiih a 
black servant, having a guard and some officers in company. How 
direrent things then, from what he must have nftenvnrds wit~~assed 
them when a summer resident in Germantown, and going occa- 
sionirlly over the same happy and prosperous neigl~bourlioods, wi t  
neesing their changes and improvements. 

I n  preserving the remembrnncc of the past, I mny mention thnt 



the house in which I dwell was the residence of Thorn Jefcrson, 
in 1793, when he wns secretary of state. T h e  m e  house was 
before occupied by John De Bmine, a French-German, distinguished 
IIS an mtronomer; \vho published, while here, seven1 smdl publicn- 
tions, and diqrams,too occult to be understood! 

Persons now visiting Germantown, and witnessing its universal 
~ I i s l t  population, could hardly imagine that a place so near "3 Phi adelpl~in could hare retained its Grrmancluzrneter, down to the 

yew 1793. Before that time, all the public preaching wns in 
German ; and nearly all the plays of the boys, and their conversation, 
was in t l~at  tongue. The  yellow fever of 1793 brought out hers nll 
the officers cf the general and @tote governments, and of tile banh,  
and filled all the houses with new inmates. I n  the next and subse- 
quent years, sundry families from the city became summer residents. 
Then  E n ~ l i s h  succeeded npidly; and soon after, increased desires 
for English preaching, in pnrt, began to be manifested among the 
young, and to be resisted by the nged. Then, Runkle, Wack, and 
others, who could preach in both Ianpag,aeg, were inducted. Now, 
Mr. Richnrds is the only one who prenches In German, and thnt only 
once a month; the chief of his sermons are in English. The  Metho- 
dists were the first who introduced English preilching-they beginning 
in the school house, at  first. 

While the British were here, the chaplains of the Hessians preached 
in the Germnn churches, and two remained in this country after the 
war. One of them, the Rev. Mr. SchnefTer, took LheLuthemn church, 
in Germantoan. 

T h e  yellow fever could mnke no headway in Germantown, 
although so near Philndelphia; only six or eight persons died of it 
here, and they had derived it from Philadelphia. T h e  place is 
always pre-eminently healthy. 

Genenl Washington, when residing here, in 1793, was a frequent 
walker abroad, up the main street, and daily rode out on horseback, 
or in his phaeton. So thnt every body here was familiar with the 
personnl nppenmnce of that eminent man. When he and his fnrnily 
attended the English preaching, in the Dutch church, at the market 
house, they always occupied the seat fronting the pulpit. It was 
also his own pnctice to attend the Germnn preaching, thus showing 
he hnd some knowledge of that Inngunge. His house was closed on 
the Sabbath, until the bell tolled, when it was opened, just as he was 
seen coming to the church. I chance also to know, that he had 
some knowledge of the French, because, when my friend, Jacob 
Roset first arrived in this cou~i~ry,  about the year 1792, he, with 
four or five of his countrymen, met the geneml in the street, in 
Philadelphin; and stopping to let him p, he held out his hand to 
Mr. Roset, and mid to him and his friends, B h  vmu en Ameriqus. 
A salutation which delighted them. 

When he left Germnntown, to go onward to Carlisle, to join the 
western expedition, anrl was intended to have been escorted by a 



m o p  of howe, from Philadelphia, he wishing to shun the p m a q  
went off in his single seatedphaeton, dnwn by four fine g n y  hoses, 
out the School lane, and up the rugged back road of the township 
line, so as to escape their notice and attention. 

Many remember his very civil and courteous demeanour to dl 
classes in the town, as he occasionally had in~ercourse with them. 
He  has been seen sereral times at Henry Fnley's carpenter shop, 
and at Bringliuwt's blacksmith shop, ~ d k i n g  freely and cordinll) 
with both. They had both been in some of his campaigns. HIS 
lady endeared heoelf to many, by her uniform gentleness nnd kind- 
ness. Neither of them showed nride or austeritr. I could illustra~e - .. .. . 
the assertion, by several rememdered incidents in proof. 

Those who now visit Germantown. and notice the reneral neatnes 
and whiteness of the front faces of the houses, and kee the elegance 
of some of the country seats, can have little idea how dilTerently it 
looked in 1814, when the writer first became a resident in the place. 
Then, most of the houses were of dark, moss-grown stone, and of 
sombre and prison-like aspect. with little old fimhioned windows, and 
monstrous comer chin~neys, formed of stone. Now the cl~imneys 
are rebuilt of brick, and taken from the comers; and nearly all of 
the front walls are plastered over in imitation of marble; beside8 
this, the whole town is Inid with good foot-pivement. and t h u ~  
reliering the street-walkers from tbe great annoyance of muddy feet 
These changes were effected by the frequent exposlulations and 
suggestions of writers in the Germantown Gazette, nniong whom the 
present writer was to be numbered. Numerous shade-trees mere also 
introduced along the streeb, so as lo add to the charm of the prome- 
node, the whole length of this remarkably long town;-sometimea 
called Longmlle, in reference to this, its peculiar characteristic. 
Many of the old houses, now of two stories, have been raised from 
one ond a half stories. Before the Revolution, the most of the housec 
were but one and a half stories, with high double-l~ipped roofs. 

Gilbert Stuart, the great painter, dwelt in Germantown, in 1794-5. 
His dwelling was the same now David Styers'; and his paindnp 
were exect~ted in the bam in the rear, with one light There he 
executed that memomble hend-his second ~'mfiinglon ; the first 
being destroyed by himself, voluntarily, as insufficient to meet his 
views of that extraordinary man. T h e  head, only, was finished-the 
dmpery having never been executed. T h e  same head is now owned 
by the Boston Athenaeum, procured after the denth of Stuart, from 
hie widow, at a cost of 1000 dollnrs. From that head he executed 
all his other portmila, including his full length portrait, done aC Ger- 
tnantown, for Lord Lansdown, and nflenvards badly, as an engmving, 
by Neath, in London. Stuart had a great aversion to the drudgery 
of mnking dmpery to his pictures, and used to employ another hand 
lo execute them. A t  his house Gen. Washington and 111s lady 
were frequent visiters,seen here, as such, by many. Mrs. Washing. 
Inn had a great desire t~ have possession of tlmt finished head of the 



geneml; but ns it \\.as his chef-d'mme, and he had no hopes to be 
able to esecute another os well, it wns conceded to him as an indul- 
gence, to retain it for himself during his life. While here, he e s e  
cuted n full length portnit of Cornplanter, the celebrnted lndinn 
chief. Mr. Stunrt wns noted for his eccentricity, and his love of 
good eating and drinking. T o  the h t e r ,  he was much nddicted after 
his dinner, showing therefrom o much inflamed fnce, ,rind much of 
recklessness in his nctions when excited by his drink. I n  this he deait 
in wholesnle way ;-buying his wine, brandy, nnd gin, by the cask. 
On one occasion he was seen kicking a luge piece of beef across the 
street from his own house over to Diehl's, his butcher, and tumbling 
it into Iris premises; as if to sny,such beef wos not ouly unfit for Irk 
table, but too bad to be hnndled. On another occasion, he took afuncy 
to paint for Riters' tavern n finely executed sign of the King of 
Prussin on I~onebnck, (the painter to be unknown!) it stood for 
years worthy of admimtion, and nt lust got painted over mitlr letters 
LL T h e  King of Prussin Inn," none knowing that it wns, in fact, a 
curiosity nnd n relic. At my request this sign is now preserved, and 
will be given to nny compnny of nrtists who may wish to preserve it, 
by taking off its 1 s t  covering of p i n t  T h e  history of his life, as 
told in Dunlap's Arts of Deaign, shows many sing~rlar charncteristics 
of this remarkably gifted man; he wns gen t  in his person, and 
extnordinary in nll he did; highly llonoumble in his sentimenu, 
nnd independent in his actions. 

Another chnwcter of Germimtown, but of quite nnother cmt, wns 
Re&@, the pretender to pexpetunl motion. For a while he 
enlivened the town with his numerous visiters, to see his ninchinery 
in perpetual nlorion, at the extmordinnry price of one dollar ench 
visiter. It wns nt Inst found to be moved by n nmnk, which wns 
wound perpetunlly, by n conceded little old man in nn upper loft! 
T h e  mnchinery was elegant and expensive; nnd might have pro- 
duced something, hnd it been preserved for exhibition, as a curiou~ 
nnd umusing toy. But he and his appnt. tus disnppenred together. 
He  was himself said to be nn immoral mnn, nnd n gambler. 

Among the characteristics of the plnce wns its unrivalled mnnu- 
facture of superior stockings-nll done by hnnd weaving, as originnlly 
Lrought into uee by !he first settlers; these lrnve been in modern 
times driven out of use. T h e  place was also, since the revolution, 
pre-eminent for its superior build of conches nnd vehicles; but, in 
late yenre, the workmen of Newnrk have dmwn off the business by 
their reduced prices. 

The first introduction of cnrriqe huilding WIW somewhat curious. 
Mr. Willinm Ashmend, n smith, observing the heavy build of the 
conches of his dny, nnd that they were mostly imported, if intended 
to be of n superior kind, bethought him to fonn nn open-front light 
cnrrioge, on his own plnn. When it wns done, it was ndmiretl by 
many, nnd was often cnlled for by the wenlthy who wished to tmvel 
to distances;--nmong these was Mr. Binghnm. Thcy  engnged it nt 
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one dollar a day ; xud it was in constant demand. At last, a gentle 
m m  from M q l a n d ,  who had seen it, mrue to the place to bug i~ 
It was not for sale; but he  olfered 315% for it, and took it. Then 
mother and mother was built, and orders were renewed upon Mr. 
dshmead. Soon, incrrased demands occurred; and his son John 
being made a carriage maker, received numerous orders for ninny 
kinds of light carriages, and especially for phaetons. About tile 
same time, (111e t h e  of the revolution and aftenyards,) Mr. Bring- 
hurst, who was at the time n chaise runker, went largely into tlrr 
making of carriages. Coaches and chariots were made for A20U 
and phaetons for 3100. 

T h e  same Willinm Aslniead. os a smith, had made himself a 
plough with a zcrou& irmz mould-board, which W:IZ found to be a 
great in~provetnent; and was EO much admired by La Fayette, wllo 
saw its utility, tlmt he purchased four of then], for his La  G~nr~ge  
h r n ~  in Fmnce. No p e n t  was taken; and in time some other 
person, following the hmt, made the a n l e  thing of c ad  iron,-such 
:IS is now in gcnenl use. 

Germantown was tlte first place in our country to declare ngninst 
the pnctice of shwry. T h e  declmtion proceeded from the 
Friends' meeting, of whom the chief nlembers at the time were 
Germans. 

T h e  old inl~abitnnts have been old observereof &' Lantmas'jloods," 
to prevail from the 1st to the 10d1 or 12th of August, and well it is 
marked, while tl~is w r k  is going through the press, in August 1843, 
floodiug Pltiladelpl~ia; drenching [he military encampments daily; 
cnrqing away fifty lridges in Ilelacvare county, kc .  ! St. Lammns is 
of record in the Gertnnn almanacs--ond n~iod! make no appoint 
ments for pleasure in Lammas' times ! 

It may justly surprise the present genemtion to hove a little insight 
into the state of fnrlning before the revolution, und before the intro- 
duction of clover wid plaster of Paris. These were the thirtga 
which enricl~ed h e  cultivntors and beautified our fields. It wns fint 
skirted about the year 1580, at chest nu^ I d l ,  by Abrnl~am Rex, and 
at Germantown, by Leonard Stoneburner. It became u wonder to 
see men making gruss, nnd houling it in from upland firlde. Every 
body was delighted to see the erect of this new em in farming. 
T h e  aged now can well remember the stirring interest which was 
every where excited by this important iniprorernent. Before this 
time, o farmer at Germantown would consider one hundred acres of 
land as inadequate to proride his frtlgul living tltetr, unlebs he hod 
ulso a good portion of nafural meadow to srlpply his stock. It soon 
come to be experienced  hat fifty acres of land, well tilled, produced 
enough to fill a barn of double the size before used! T h e  1101ws and 
cattle soon found a joyous change to their benefit, and well they 
E ~ O I E C ~  the difrerence of their feeding. W e  tell these tl~ings for the 
sake of the gratitwle and ~knozotedgment which such benefitn 
conferred on us! desema 



Another pea t  e n  of public benefit, now but little considered, 
was the formation of the Germontown t u r n p i k ~  measure got up 
chiefly through the exertions of Cnsper Hniues. T h e  common r o d  
through Germantown, before this time, at the brenking up of Ike 
winter, ns well DS at some other times, wns impsnble for wned 
cnninges. T o  that muse it wns that the most of the rnnrketing, 
going through the place to Philadelphia, wns dl cnnied on horse 
back with side panniers and hnmpers, and the most of the horaea 
were ridden by women. Think what a relief they have had since 
those days ! It is n well known fact thnt horses m d  cnrrioges hnve 
been swamped nnd &st ! In  going through the town, (now all well 
paved,) their horses would enter the mud to their knees at  every 
ecep, and not being able to progercs fnster thnn two or three miles nn 
hour, nnd then often endangered. Now what a change do we wit- 
ness!-No men or women now on horseback with marketing, but 
going with easy spring denrborns at five nnd six miles nn hour, as 
ensj nnd snfe as if in shte carringes. Even wngon loads of hay can 
be seen sometimes passing in n trot! T h e  young fam~ers now know 
almost nothing nbout former difficulties nnd poor returns; nnd they 
are not sufficiently nwnre that the fine bnrns and fine houses, as they 
have since seen them, hnve d l  been the result of clover cultivation 
and improved husbandry. We nim, therefore, to keep these facts 
'' before the people," thnt they inny thue know " the rock from 
which they were hewn." 

I ought to take this suitable occasion to explnin why it formerly 
wns, that gred w u J y  stores could be so well sustained at Geman- 
town and Frnnkford, and out on Lnncaster road. I t  arose from the 
extreme badness of d l  great ronds lending into the city, in pnrticular 
seasons. T o  avoid such, fnrmers bringing produce could sell out 
their whole loads to Rex, and others, on Chestnut hill, or at 
Stoneburner's, Fry's, nntl Miller's, in Germnntown. In return they 
could get mlt, fish, plaster of I'uris, clover nud grass seed; all kinds 
of groceries and dry goods. Such stores wercgrunnries for all kinds of 
gmin, and received rind cured hogs and beef. They all made money. 
You might see n dozen country wngona at n time about their pre- 
mises. All this continued until turnpikes insured snfe pclssnges into 
the city; and then the storcs begnn fast to decline, and finally to 
give up, or to contmct themselves into small nffuira. 

The present nged Jacob Keyser wns told by A. Cook,n primitive 
inhabitant, that he could well remember Germnntown street as being 
nn Indian foot-path, going through laurel bushes. 

John Miller, Esq., a respectable gentleman and a mngistrnte, 
dwelling in Germunt~~wn, in the l~oufie now belonging to the Chan- 
celler fumily, kept a diary of pnssing events, during the time ihe 
British occupied thnt place nnd the city of Philadelphia. H e  wns n 
strong whig, and eventually lost n great deal by the continental 
money. From his MS. book of twenty pnga, quarto, I select the 
following notices, to wit: 
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Sep t  ISth, 1777, he speaks of much alarm among the people 
froni the espected approach of the British, ant1 the apprehended 
cilpture of Philadelphia. H e  and his wife go to the city to consult 
with heir  children there, to settle to what placesthey should relllove 
for refuge. They determine to wait a little. 

September 191 h. On a second visit to the city, found his son-in-law, 
Nease, and family, had, in the interval of a day, fled from their house 
at four o'clock in the morning, and had golie towards Trenton. H e  
finds there, that great numbers had fled the last night and diis morn- 
ing. Tlte roads were full of persons going away. 

September 20th. He  state3 that the ro;ttl~ are sdll full of poor 
people flying off from their good Ilomes, to fall perhaps into greater 
danger. To-day, his wife went to the city to entleavour to save some 
of the furniture, left behind by her daugl~ter. 

September 22d. T h e  news and reports, of to-day and yesterday, 
are all uncertain. They heard a cannonading up  the Schuylkill; 
muse unknown. 

September 23d. T h e  alarm this morning is great. T h e  niilitin 
are returning in great haste ; tell us the British passed the Swede- 
ford last night, and are since in full march for Germantown. From 
this news many fled this night. Among them was Doctor B e n d  
and family, wlrich went to Ho~l ia tn .  H e  left a well funlished 
house and a large shop of medicines, which the enemy, as he was a 
known whig, destroyed, or carried OK 

September 25th. T h e  British arrny entered Germantown at eleven 
o'clock, and encamped around them, and occasions much few, 
especially from the foreign mercenaries. They burnt and destroyed 

-all his fences, grain, potatoes, turnips, kc . ,  and endeavoured to in- 
veigle away some of his negroes. T o  his person they were com- 
plaisant, and tdudily gave hirn ii safeguard to keep his elrecta in door, 
frotn harm. A hewy rain fell at n i g h  

September 16th. T h e  morning was cool from the min. Geneml 
Lord Corrt\\dlis marches into IJhiladelpliin in great state,-the inci- 
dents of wllich were inscribed in pompous language, and at much 
length, on the CofTee House books. 

Septernber 28111. He  henrs tliiit his daughter's family, which had 
gone to Sutntner Seat for refuge, had to change their place, and were 
going to Lnncitster for greater security. Her husband, Mr. Mease, 
mas with tlie camp. This  day, for the first time, Geneml Howe 
made his entrance inlo lJhiladelphia, and made his call upon Lord 
Cornwal[is, then at Richard Penn's mansion, in High street, near 
Sixth street. [The same afierwnrds Washington's residence.] 

Sep~ember 29111. TIIC imny seen1 d l  quiet-have a fine season- 
nre hourly destroying the property of all within their reach. 

Septetnber 3 0 h  'Phis day, and at other times, he speaks of visit 
ing G:dloway in the city for a pnss, to visit hi8 daughter, bur i* 
always refused or put off. 

October 2d. He hears the attack begun tn the Fort at Mud 



Island. H e  mentions hearing, from d q  to day, for near tiao mnfh 
nfier this, the henry cannonading continued on that fortress-(su 
g~lluntly and long defended). I t  : ensibly sl~ook the ground, he 
mys, at Gerrnontmvn ! 

October 4th. He  returned to Germantown this morning from the 
city, and finds [hat a hot en,Tenient had occurred between the two 
ur~riiej at Gern~nntown. His poor wife mas alone, up two pair of 
stain, wlie~r n cannon ball passed through a window very near her. 

October 6th. Great numbers came out from t l~e  city to satisfy their 
cnriosity respectiug the bittrle of yesterday. Afier the battle, the 
Hessian camp is placed just by him, and inllkes him niuch dislike 
their presence. 

Cktober 7th. Several were executed for desertion and others were 
dogged for offences. An aid of Genenil Knyphausen, (one Copen- 
llouse,) robbed him of a JIap of Pennsylviuh, and otherwise be- 
haved unlike a gentleman. In  the evening, a great number of the 
Highlanders were encamped up town,-nnd the following morning 
were %&in moved off. 

October 10th. He  notices the army to be in great motion this 
morning; and it is the opinion of some, that Wnshington is a p  
proacl~n~g:-others say, (so uncertain is the news!) that he hos 
cros5ed the Delaware. 

October 11th. He  notices the first white frost Before day light 
the soldien went off to try to surprise the Americans, and by eight 
o'clock, A. BI., returned without idling ia with any of them. 

October 17th. Orders cnme for d l  horses in Germantown and the 
environs to be sent to Philadelphia by eight o'clock, with their har- 
nesses. About five hundred were so sent and apprnkd, but only 
tories received their pay! His horse \vas exempted by the kindness 
of Sir William Erskine. At this time, his house being nlnrked for 
the quartem of Genernl Sterne, it is occupied below siairs by 11is aids; 
nnd next day, there cnme n great suite of his officers, nnd fixed their 
sentinels around the house-filling the stables with their horses;- 
but in an hour, much to his joy and comfort, came an order ffir their 
return, and to say, Ile would not come. 

October 18th. Three regiments marched as high as Barren hill 
in quest of rebels, ns they mid. I n  the evening he lienrd thirteen 
connons and volleys of smdl  arms,-which proved afterrnerds to 
be I feu-rh-joie from the Americans, for the capture of Burgoyne's 
nrmy. 

October 19th. T h e  army is in motion nt day light, to march from 
here and not to return. By ten o'clock, they were nll gone for the 
city. In itbout an hour, the American light hone appeared, and 
soon had some skirmishingdown the road. They took three or four 
prisoners and some wngons. 

October 20th. A pnrt of Geneml Wnyne's division marchetl down 
through Gennantown, nnd re~urned in the evening. H e  speaks of 
revernl American officers as being entertnined at his house as friends' 



such as General Reed, Colonel Brndford, kc., nnd then, na retum- 
iug to their camp in the afternoon. 

October 23d. A pan of G e n e d  Washington's ormy began to 
march by ten o'clock at  night through Gerrnnntown, and continued 
till daybreak. They formed on the heights near the city nnd drove 
in the pickets T h e  enemy not venturing out, the troops withdrew, 
as they did not wish to attack the city. They henr the canuon- 
ading at the fort, m d  two violent shocks of explosion, shaking the 
ennh,-which afterwards proved to be the Augustn man-of-war 
blown up, k c .  

Il'ovember 10th. Severnl parties from our camp pnss through town 
to forage. Severnl deserters from day to day from the city confirm 
the =a-f ty of' bread, &c., there. T h e  cannonade at  the fort is still 
very heavy, and still shaking the very earth. 

November 11th. A hard frost, nnd next day seems to begin the 
first of the winter--snow having fallen all the preceding  nigh^ 

November 15. T h e  weather clear and cold. They C ~ I  see from 
a house in Germnntown, by the aid of n spy gloss, two men-of-war, 
closely bombarding the poor little fort, which has held out nobly 
since the 2d October, and only yielded at the end of seven weeks. 

November 17th. Seveml women of the British camp were caught 
last night plundering the gardens, nnd were carried to head-quarters, 
to look and feel very awkwardly. 

November 20th. Severnl women came from the city to look up 
n little provision for their families. Desolation and famine seem to 
threaten us. 

November 22d. In  the afternoon the British burnt the house of 
John Dickinson, Esq., (the snme now known ns J. P. Norris' house,) 
also the tarern of the whig lady, Mrs. Nice, at the Rising Sun, nnd 
severnl others in thnt neighbourhood, on the Germnntown road. 
They also burnt the house of Jonathan Mifilin ; Peale Hull, Frnncis' 
place, k c .  This to their great s h m e  ! 

November25th and 26th. There wns much alarm in Germantown, 
from repons that it was the purpose of the enemy to burn this place. 
I t  wss even said, thnt the party for this purpose wns resting at the 
Rising Sun. I n  consequence of this fear, he conveyed away a 
trunk of valuables as far as Chestnut hill. 

November 27th. There appeared a great nnd surprising northern 
light-as red as blood. 

December 4th. T h e  enemy were much in motion-had pregsed 
yesterday numerous horses, wagone, k c .  

December 6th. T h e  wl~ole of the enemy's force, last night and 
this morning, passed through Germantown on their way to surprise 
Genetnl Wnshington at Whitemarsh. They did much damage m 
they went-wcntonly burning and destroying houses and property 
in the night time. At ten o'clock, A. M., wm henrd o heavy firing 
begun on Chestnut hill, and lasting for two or three holm. They 
relurned on the 8th instant 



December 6th. T h e  enemy and our light horse place us in much 
danger, as they patrol our streets alternately. 

December 10th. He finds many of the inl~abitnnta of the t o m  
deploring their losses. S e v e d  had sent their goods for mfety to 
Chestnut hill-where the enemy took some m d  burnt the rest He, 
however, found that his trunk, which had been left at  Mr. Bush's 
house, had escaped the pilliya, dthough the house itself had lost 
much, while occupied as the temporary quarters of Geneml Howe 
and his attendants. his house was, since, Lentz's house, at the 
fork of the road.] W f? en they returned, the night of the WI, down 
h e  OldYork road, they spared neither friends nor foes, but burnt nnd 
robbed all along the road. They carried with them about forty loads 
of wounded. Mrs. Bush wns so frightened by the violence of some 
towards her son, Dr. Bush, then a wounded otficer in bed, in threat- 
ening to stab him, &c., that she miscartied with her twentieth cldd, 
and was interred at  Philadelphia, on the 21st December. 

December 20th. The  navigation a t  Philadelphia was stopped for 
ten or twelve days by the ice. 

In  January, 1778, the weather being severely cold, the British 
army goes into winter quarters--often sending out foraging parties to 
rob the country around, nnd on market days to protect the country 
people bringing then1 produce. 

T h e  19th of May, a large detachment of British marched up the 
Old York road; and next day a second party came through German- 
town, and had a skirmish. They returned nbout five o'clock, P. M. 
in some haste, with several wagons of dead and wot~nded. The  In- 
dians killed seven British horsemen on the banks of the Schuylkill. 

May 28th. A large detachment of the enemy cnme up and re 
turned, without permission to do any harm. 

June 3d. T h e  British army came up  and went through the town 
by break of day, and returned by nine o'clock, A. M. They rob 
gardens and steal fowls, ns they pass dong. 

June 6th. They cnme up win in force and returned by nine - 
o'clock, A. M.-having with them a few wounded in a skirmish. 

June 10~h.  T h e  enemy cnme up again by direrent routes, and 
joined forces at Allen's lane, (now Mount Airy,) and returned be- 
fore nine o'clock in the morning-effecting nothing but the plunder- 
ing of gardens, k c .  

The  English commissioners came up strongly gunrtlcd as far M 
Chew's house, and returned just after the nbove force. 

June 13th. T h e  army marched up for the last time, and got ae 
fnr ns Mount Airy. They returned in two hours. 

June 16th nnd 17th. They are embnrlzing and n~nlzing all prepa- 
rations for a departure from Philadelphia; and on the lPtIi, the 
Americans again took possession of the city. Lam L'eo! 
gb. T h e  foregoing, it will be observed, spenks more 0.- the pred~ 

tory aggressions of the enemy, than wm generally complained or, 
by others. We give the fi~cta ns they have been told us. 
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Suc11 are the leading facts of the ancient town of Gennantown- 
first, of its antiquities, as old as Philadelphia itself; and next of its 
stirring incidents as a captured country, and a bottle field. We con- 
clude with a single additional recital and confirnmation, to wit: 

Mrs. Hall, of l'bili~delphia, gave a short notice of the retreat of l ~ e r  
family to Jersey-wl~ich, like many otLew, was by market wagons, 
carts, and otl~er rough rehicles. She went away with others in a 
wood flat, fully crowded, sitting in smoky cabins, or mnpped in 
blankets and Iv ing  on the d e c k  Many were thankful to get into 
btlrns and out-houses in the country on their first arrival. Those 
who met abroad felt an instinctive brotherl~ood, and d l  did what 
they could to 11elp and accon~modate each other. Some went down 
to Dela\mre and along the ChesapeJe, m d  were again driven from 
their usylu~ns in the following sumnler, by newalarrns. When they 
afterwards met at their desolate homes, marvellous and an~using 
were the adventures recounted at rhe firesides. "Sir, $aid a gen- 
tleman, whose name was eminent anlong the patriots,) these storks 
coill be told by our children when we arc dcad and gone!" And so 
they shall,-Ecce res fkcta ! 

There has been an opinion prevalent about Fnnkford villnge, 
that it derives its name from F k a d ,  a black fellow, and hisford, 
where he kept a feny for passengers on foot; but, besides its looking 
too artificial to be true. there are obvious reasons against that cause 
of its name. It is called Fnnliford creek in Holmes' map, in 1692. 
I bee it, as early as 1701, referred to in a public petition concerning 
n road under the name of Fnnkford: besides, it lies on the creek, 
the Indian Wingohocliing, which comes from the " Fradford Com- 
pany's land" in Gennantown. I t  wnr, their proper water passage to 
the river. 

Jonathan Dickinson, in 1715, writing respecting Fainnan's Imd at 
'' Fmnkford creek," says, " a ford there will be very needful, and 
very expensive, ns the winds drive the watera from the Delaware 
over much marshy l;ind."* For two hundred and twenty ncres he 
offen 3400.  It fdls short in the survey thirty-seven acres, thusshow- 
ing how vi~guely it was first done. H e  says it cannot be surveyed 
on the tnarsh [now all converted into productive mendows,&c.] till 
the winter is so as to go over it on the ice. H e  states that one hun- 
dred loads of timber were cut off it, because untenanted in the !mt 
winter, by moodiy/It ni@. Thus  there were great depredators 
then! They probably cut it for staves and ship timber. 

In the yeitr 1914, Christopher Kuhn, at Fnnkford, in digging a 
cellar for~r~tlntion for a smull store house, on Kinsey and Hilles' pre. 
rent tiu~yard, cnme to .a pot of old coin, hid perhaps by pimtes 
-- .- 

Thomas Fairman hnJ k e n  a surveyor, who dwelt at the lfcafy tree. 



This tan@, on the Frnnbford creek, wns close to the bank where it 
is high; and at three feet depth. he cane  to an eanllern vessel highly 
glued, which Iield about l~alf npint, and contained one hundred pieces 
of various sizes and shapes of silver coin. None of it mas left tu be 
shown to me; the whole having been sold soon after to the silver 
smiths ns old silver! On questioning him ns to their cl~arncter, he  
stated thnt there were many cutpieces of :he size which would re 
main in cutting quarters and halves of dollars into sections of four 
pieces each. H e  observed dates to some as much as three hundred 
y m  old. One piece wns ns large as o crown, and wns spare. 
T w o  pieces had o tree on one side, and were marked dlassacliu-etts, 
such o coin I have myself, of the year 1662. On the whole the 
vessel contained quite a trensure for n collector, and yet none were 
saved. 

T h e  nged Giles Gillinghxn, who died at Fnnkford in 1625, at the 
age of 93  years, suid that when he wns a boy, it wns quite comlnun 
with him to play with Indiun boys in the neighbourhood. F m k  
f a d  then had but very fev hous~m and wns often called Oxford, nf- 
ter the name of iffi township /iLout the time of Braddock's defeat, 
there mme an Indian from n distance, blowing a horn as he entered 
the Indinns' place; they soon went off with him, and were no 
more seen near the place. 

T h e  Fnnkford mill, now possessed by Mr. Duffield, was OI@ 
nally used ns a mill by the Swedes before Penn landed. The  em- 
hest house in the place, now T. \V. Duffield's, near the m n e  mill, 
was deeded to Yenmnns Gillingham, by Penn7s con~misioners, in 
1696. T h e  " Swedes7 mill" wns probably a saw n~ill,ns wind millo 
were first used for grist 

I t  appears, by the minutes of council, thnt the inhabitants of 
Frnnkford petition, in 1726, h a t  the road may be aftered so as to 
have but one bridge in use, instead of the two then existing. 

Some very old tombstones are still in existence near Crescentville, 
in Bristol township, on the country seat of James N. Dickson, which 
hove been intended to designate the remains of a mother and her 
two sons, of the name of Price, of Welsh origin, who died there in 
170.2. They were members of the community of Seventh-day 
Baptists,-the some which afterwards took the nome of Keithian 
Baptiste, from their mion  in sentiment with George Keith, who had 
been n Friend. They owed their origin to Abel Noble, who arrived 
in 1694, and fonned a society of Baptistsin Upper Providence, Che.s- 
ter county, where he baptized Thomas Martin, n public Friend, and 
others. This last, ns apublic minister, baptized Rees Price, in 1697. 

In the year 1702, Rees and John Price, and others, built o meet- 
ing house in Oxford township, on a lot given to them by Thornns 
Graves ; but neglectiug to get their deed in due time, it came to pnsq 
that the Episcopalians got both the lot nnd house,-the same pre 
mises on which now stands the Oxford Episcopal church. 

T h e  tomb stones referred to are thus inscribed, to wit: 
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No. 1. 
I 1 

FOR TEE 
XEhlORY F O E  

BLIZABETB PRICE 

w a o  DIED 
AVGVBT THE 281 

1697. 

No. 2 - 
F O B  

TEE MEMORY 
O F  JOHN 

PRICE WHO 
DIED JVNE TEE 
11th DAY 1702 

AGED 20 
YEARB 

I I 

Back of ATo. 2 
Thii YOVNG man wns 
So much witll sence indved 
That of his own and 
Brothers Death contlvde 
Saying Dear Brother 
This know well Do i 
'Twill not be long 
Before we both must die. 

No. 3. 

FOR 
TEE MEhfORY 

O F  REEB 
PRICE WHO 
DIED JVLY 

THE 17 DAY 
1'702 

Back of No. 3. 
These are first 
Thnta in this Dust i say 
Gods sabbath kept 
T o  wit ye seventh Day. 
in faith they DY'D 
Here side by side remnin 
Till Christ shnll come 
T o  raise them up w i n .  

It may not be inappropriate to men'.ion another old tombstone, of 
Lhe mme vicinity. It is one to the memory of Rakh Sandifm4 
and is now in the possession of Jesse Griffith, at the place where R 
Snndiford was buried-nt Sandy hill-on the Bustletown road. 
The stone, to some, mill be regnrded as a curiosity, bemuse ho wns a 
Friend, and was witbnl the early protestant against nego slave- 
to wit: 

r 1 
IN MEMORY O F  

RAI.PH SANDIFORD 
EON O F  JOHN SANDIFORI) 
OF LIVERPOOL. HE BORE 

A TEBTIMONY AGAmBT THE 
NEGRO TRADE, AND DYED 
~ ~ ' 2 8 t h  O F  YE 3d MONTH 

1732, AGED 40 YEARB. 
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This  township mos settled as enrly as Phiiadelpllin itself. Ths 
hrst Englishmen who explored it were four brothers of the name of 
WaZton, who had landed at  New Castle, and set out on foot to make 
their discoveries and choice of locotion. When they came to By- 
berry, they se re  much pleased with a spot of open gnse land, and 
determined to make it their permanent home. They soon got a few 
acres into wheat, dthough they had to go back as far as Chester to 
pmcure their seed. - These were aoon after joined by other settlers, among whom were 
Comly, Carter, Rush, nnd others,-the latter named was the ancestor 
of the distinguished Dr. Rush. T h e  greater part of the first settlers 
were Friends, which for numerous years aftenvards gave to the 
country the ascendency of Friends' principles and mnnnenr I t  ~vns 
therefore, for many years, the preferred spot of visitation for the re- 
maining Indians, numbers of whom used to gather annually from . 
Edge Pillock and other places in ATem Jersey, forming little colonies, 
which would set down at  favourite places in the woods, and subsist 
a while on the laud turtle they could catch, nnd the game they could 
kill. I n  these woods they gathered their supply of materials for 
muking baskets, spoons, ond ladles, bows and arrows, kc., and say- 
ing, as their apology, that their forefathers had reserved such rights in 
their dispod of the territory. T h e  people were too kind to them 
to dispute their privilege, m d  they continued to visit, unmolested, 
until the period of the revolution. . 

T h e  frank cmd generous hospitality of the Indians to the originnl 
settlers deserved a kind and generous return. T h e  descendants of 
the original settler, (Carver,) have told me of a striking m e  of kind- 
ness. When his family was greatly pinched for bread-stuff, and knew 
of none nearer than Chester or New Cmtle, they sent out their child- 
ren to some neighbouring Indians, intending to leave them there, 
until they could have food for them at home ; but the Indians took off 
the boys' trowsers, tied the l e g  full of corn, and sent them buck thus 
seasonably loaded. 

Byberry is remarkable for having been once destined as the location 
' of Philadelphia city! At the lower or southern side of the mouth 
of the Poquessink creek is R pretty elevation of table land, confonn- 
ing to the line of the river Delaware, covered with a mnge of pine 
trees and others, intermixed, and showin: now a primitive state and 
character, such as we understand Philadelph~u itself originally hnd. 
Qur youth who pnss it in the steamboats should observe it. This 
site hod once been surveyed and plotted as Philadelphia; and cir- . 
cumstancw, for numerous years afterwards, caused it to be called 
popula~ly, "Old Philadelphia" I t  is now a part of the country seat 
of Mr. Morgan ;-and his present mansion, altered and repaired, ww 
once celebrated as the bake house," at  which, on a large scale, LC 
cuit were baked for sen service, and for the continental m y .  
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So  many of the descendants of the primitive inhabitnnts still oc- 
cupy in prosperity the places of their forefathers, and @re perpetuity 
to Lhe names of SO nimy original settlers, that it is gntlfyin$ now, to 
ride through their township, m d  to wiiness the comforts enjoyed by - 
hem. 

This love of risiting and contemplating places filled with l o d  im- 
pressions, generated by the events and doings of 011: iorefathers, is 
one of the strongest and purea feelings of our natu:.e, nnd one which 
we wish to foster, vith warn1 headed interest, in these pages. It 
flings over the imagination a delightful spell, where fancy dmws those 
pictures of the past, more homebred, social and endearing, when 
viewed glimmering through the mist of years. With ihoughts like . 
these, we are prompted to add, in conclusion, some estmcts from n 
letter written with pathos and feeling by the celebrated Dr. Rush, to 
the Hon. John Adams-his warm and social fiiend, on the oc- 
casion of his visit to Byberry, in 1812, to see the old hol~te~tead, and 
to revive the images of hia childhood and departed kindred;--even 
its len,?, in this place, will be excwed by those who know how to 
appreciate such pure emotions, so prompted by country and home. 
Such feelings are full of poetry and sensibility, and may some day 
present to some future Byberry poet, the theme of n touching poem 

When silent time, with lighlly foot, 
Had trod o'er fifty yeara, 

He sought *in his native s ot 'f With grateful thoughts an tears p 
When he drew n' h his  nncient home 

His heart beat 3 1 the may,: 
Each place he pase'd scem'd stdl to speak 

Of some dear former day. 

I wns called," wys he, " lately to visit a patient in that neigh- 
bourhood, and having with me my youngest son, I thought I would 
nvail n~yself of the occasion to visit the j a m  on which L wns born, 
nnd where my ancestors for seveml generations had lived and die2 
I n  approaching it, I was agitnted in a manner I did not expect. 
T h e  access was altered, but every i l hg  around was nearly the same 
na in the days of my boyhood, at which time IIcJi it. T h e  family 
there, though strangers to me, received me kindly, and discovered n 
disposition to satisfy my curiosity and gratify my feelings. I soon 
asked permission to conduct my son up stairs to see the room in 
which I drew my first breath and rnnde my first unwelcome noise in 
the world, and where first began the arection nnd cnres of my be- 
loved and excellent mother. I next asked for a larze cedar tree 
which once stood before the door,-planted by my father's hand. 
I t  had been converted into the pillars of the piazza before the house. 
Filled with elllotion, I embmced the one'nearest me. I next in- 
quired for the orchard plnnted by the same hand, and was conducted 
to an eminence behind the house, where I m v  n number of apple 
trees which still bore fruit, to each of which I felt something like the 



dection of a brother. T h e  building, which is of stone, bears niarks 
of age and decay. On one of the stones near the front door, I dim 
covered the letters J. R Before the house f low a stndl but deep 
creek, abounding in pan fish. T h e  farm consists of ninety acres, in 
a highly cultivated state. T h e  owner did not want to sell; but I 
begged, if he ever should incline to dispose of it, to make me or one 
of my surviving sons the first offer. While I sat in its common 
room, I looked at its wnlls, and thought how ofien they had been 
mnde vocd by my oncestors-to conversations about wolves, beam 
and snokes, in the first settlement; nfierwards about cows and calves, 
rind colts and lambs, kc., and at d l  times, with pnyers and pnises, 
and chapters read audibly from the Bible; for dl who inhabited it, 
of my family, were pious people-chiefly of the sect of Qudiers 
nnd Baptists. On my muy home, I stopped to view a family p v e -  
y ~ i ,  in which were buried three nud a part of four successive gene- 
mtions, allof whom were the descendants of Captain John Rush, 
who, with six sons nnd three daughters, followed \Tilliam Penn to 
Pennsylvania, in 1653. H e  had been a cnptnin of a troop of horse 
under Oliver Cromwell ; nnd when I first settled in Philadelphia, I 
wassometimes visited by one of his grnndsons, a man of eighty-five 
years of nge, who had, when a boy, often seen nod conversed with 
the former, and especially concerning his services under the Protector. 
I retain, ns his relics, his sword, watch and Bible lenf, on which is in- 
ecribed, in his own hand, his marriage, nnd children's births and 
names. My grandfather, James Rush, after whom my son, the 
physician, is named, has his gmvestone and inscription in the afore- 
mid gnve ground--us "departed this life, Much 16,1727, nged 48 " H e  was a farmer nnd gunsmith, of much ingcnuity in 

is business. While standing and considering this repository of the rm, 
dead, there holding my kindred dust, my thoughts mn wild, and my 
ancestors seemed to stnnd before me in their hornespun dresses, and 
to say, what means this genllmn,  by thus intruding upon our re- 
pose ; m d  I seemed to soy--denr and venemble friends, be not dis- 
turbed. I am one who inherits your blood and name,nnd come here 
to do homnge to your Christian nnd morn1 virtues; and truly, 1 have 
acquired nothing from the world, (tliough mised in fame), which I 
so highly prize as the religious principles which 1 inheritcd from you ; 
4 n d  I possess nothing thnt I value so much as the innocence nnd 
purity of your chamcter. After my return from such n visit, I re- 
counted in the evening to my family, the incidents of the day, to 
which they listened with great pleasure; and heartily they partook 
of some cherries from the limb of my father's tree, which my little 
son brought home with him as a treat to them." 

Such a letter, from such an eminent man, consecmtes to kindly 
remembrnnce such hallowed localities;-It gives to me, if I needed 
it, a sufficient apology for thus enlnrging this chnpter on recollectionc 
and incidents of Byberry. They will come home to the bosom of 
-F 

7. 



Pennsylvania b W -  Guynetid. 

There is not a spot in thk wide-peopled earth, 
So dear to the heart as the land of our birth; 
Ti the Lome of our childhood, the soul-touching spot, 
Which memlry retains when all else is forgot! 

A letter written under such circumstances does more to illustrata 
the chanc~er  nnd the I c e d  of the writer, thnn a volume of common 
biography. T h e  visit of such n mnn to the graves of his nncestors, 
creates a stirring nt the heart of the sensitive reader. There is piety 
in it- enthusiasm nnd holiness of feeling devoted LO the dead, 
which give character and immortnlity to him who cherished them. 
His feeling were far better nnd more pure than to be borne doft  by . 
his rmcozcn, smidst the hosannas of the pcople. In  such a place for 
thought-for mental nbshction, how withdnwn from the tempests 
which sweep orer the world's nrnirs! . What a rest LO the hem!- 
T h e  fancy only is busy, when it there cons over the former employ- 
ments, business, joys, sorrows, hopes and fenrs of those now heneah 
his tread. The  world% dorv-its hiehest nmbition. auicklv fades and 
dies before the irnnquilvpl&ures o? such nn hou; & this. Such a . 
home is consecnted by such n letter, and should be perpetuated and 
visited as the solum nda le  of n mnn both good nnd great One 
cannot forbenr the wish thnt the sons of such a father should long 
possess the home, nnd there preseme the simple nnd touching n m -  
tive of such a parent! I would inscribe such a letter upon its vmIls 
fur ever-Eslo l u p q e l u a .  

T h e  late venemble Jesse Foulke stated, in substnnce, the following 
facts concerning what he knew of the settlement of Gwynedd, to 
wit :- 

In  the yenr 1698, the township wna purchased of William Penn, 
by William, John, and Thomas Evnns, and distributed among origi- 
nnl settlers, to wit: Willinm, John, Thomas, Robert, Owen and Cnd- 
wdlnder Evans, Hugh Griflithg, E d ~ n r d  Foulke, Robert Jones, John 
Hughs, and John Humphreys, Only the two eldest were thep 
Friends-nll were Welshmen ; and d l ,  except the two .Friends, were 
churchmen. These held their meetings nt Roben Evnns'; nnd 
there Cadwdnder Evnns wos in the pmctice to rend from the Bible 
to the people. 

BUL ns Cndwnlladar Evans himself related, he was going us usud 
to liis brother Robert's, when pnssing nenr to the road to Friend8 
meeting, held nt John EIughs' nnd John Humphreys', it seemed na 
if he wos impressed " to go down nnd see how the Qcakers do." 
This he mentioned to his friends at the close of his own meeting, and 
they all ngreed to go to the Friends the next time; and where they 
were nll so well snrisfied, that they never ngnin met in their own 
worship. 

I n  1700, they built a log meeting house, near where the present 
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one stands. This gave place to a larger one of stone, in 1712 ; and 
in 1823, that wna removed for a still larger one. 

The  Friends' meeting house, at Gnynedd, was made o hospitd 
for the wounded of the army after the battle of Germantown. 

I have given the foregoing recital of the inanner of Evans' con- 
vincement, in the words of Mr. Foulke; but his kinswoman, Susnn 
Nanuuro, who died lately at the nge of 60 years, told it to me n 
little variant She said that the brothers rend :hephIic services of 
their church, and convened in a summer house. As one of the 
brothers wns once going to that place, he passed where William Penn 

-wns speaking, and willing to hearken to him, he became so earnestly 
convinced that way, that he succeeded to bring over all his brethren. 

MIX Nancnm had often seen tuid conversed with her ,podfather, 
Hugh Evans, who lived to be ninety years of nge. When he wna 
a boy of twelve yenrs of nge, he remembered that nTilliarn Penn, 
with his daughter Letitia and a servant, (in the year 1699 or 1700,) 
came out on horsebilck to visit his father, Thomns Evans. Their 
honse then wns superior in that it wns of barked lop, a refinement 
surpnssing the common mnk. The  same place is now E. Jones', near 
the Gwynedd meeting house. At that house Wiilliam Penn nscended 
stepson the uutside to go to his chamber; and the lad of twelve, be- 
ing anxious to see all he could of so diinguished a man, went u 
afterwards to pee through the apertures at him ; and there he we k' E 
remembered to ave seen him on his knees praying, and giving 
thanks to God for such penceful and excellent shelter in the wilder- 
ness! What R subject for a painter I I heard Mrs. D. L. say that 
she had also heard the snme facts from old Hugh Evans. 

There wae at this time a great prepnrntion among the Indians near 
there for some public festival. Letitia Penn, then a lively young 
girl, greatly desired to be present, but her father would not give his 
consent, though she entreated much. The eame informant says she 
ran out chngrined, and seeming to wish for something to dissipnte her 
regret, snatching up a flail near some ,gain, at which she began to la- 
bour playfully, when she inadvertently brought the unwieldly instru- 
ment severely about her hend and shoulders ; and was thus quickly 
constrained to retreat into the house, with quite a new concern upon 
her mind! This fact made a lasting impression upon the memory 
of the lad doresoid, who then wae a witness. 

This place, now so beautiful and numerous in housea, is a t o m  
wholly built up since the war of independcnce. At that time, it was 
the farm of John Bull ; and his original farm house is now standing 
in the town, na the inn of Richard Richardson. 

As emly ns the year 1704, the whole manor, as it was then called, 
which included the present township of Norrington, was sold out by 
William Penn, Jr., for $850. From Iannc Norris, ona of the pur. 
chaaers, the pluce has since taken ita nnme. 



T h e  original settlers about the neighbourhood of Nomstown, 
Swedes' ford, kc., were Swedes, who much indined to settle along 
the hanks of the Schuylkil, and, like the Indians, to make free use 
of their canoes for tnrelling conveyances. T h e  Swedes' church, not 
fnr off, was much visited by worshippers going there in their boats; 
and iu still Inter times, when horses became n means of conveyance, 
it was comlnon for a man and woman to ride together on one l~orse, 
the women wearing for economy LL mfe-guard petticoats," which they 
took off dter  arrival, and hung along the fence until required. 

There are still remains below Norristown, nearly fronting the ford. 
of n long line of redoubts, made by the Americans, under the direc- 
tion of Gen. Du Poneuil, to defend the passage of the ford *inst ' 

the British opproacl~ing from the battle of Bnndywine, and which 
had t l ~ e  erect to compel them lo p m  .six miles higher up the river, 
at " Fatland ford." Some of the cannon, in un mgleof t l ~ e  redoubt, 
have since wnshed into the river bank, m d  may at some future day 
surprise a discoverer ! 

I t  wns on the river bank, at Pl'orristown, that t h e j r s t  spade wns 
set to excavate the firstpublic canal attempted in the United States' 
This  should be remembered! It wns indeed abortive for want of 
adequate funds, os well os economy; but it tested the early spirit of 
enterprise of our leading citizens,-acting a few years in advance of 
the zge in which they dwelt This  fact, in connerion with the MS. 
account of Mr. John Thompson, of Delaware county, of his early 
adventure in n boat, the White Fish, by a navigation from Niiyom 
to I'hiladelpliia, by the water coursev in New York state; showing 
beforel~and, the pmcticability of the Gmnd canal of New York, are 
so many evidences of our early eRbm in the " canal system !" T h e  
boat, after so singular a voyage, was laid up in the State-house yard, 
in the yenr 1795, und visited osa curiosity. A sight of that boat, rind 
a knowledge of the facts connected with it, is supposed to have 
prompted President Washington, at that early period, to write of h ~ s  
conviction of the pmcricability of a union of the waten of the lakw 
with the ocean. A subject, happily for all, now no longer a problem. 

Chester County. 

At the time the European emi,pnts ti& setlled in this county it 
was rincipally overshadowed by forests--only a small patch here 
and 8 ere around the Indian huts having been cleared by the natives, 
for the purpose of growing their corn. B u t  the woods at that lime 
wore a vmj cligererrt appearance from lolrat they clo n m .  Owing 
to the Inclian custom of firing  hem once or twice in a yenr, the 
small timber and bushes were killed in their growth, nnd of course 
the forests were lut th&& set. I am informed that one of the first 
settlers said that, at the time of his first acquaintnnce with the county, 
be could have driven a horse and cart from one end of its extrerni- 



ties to the o h - ,  in almost every direction, without meeting with my 
material obstruction. 

For  a number of years the process of by the new 
settlers was extremely rude and imperfect. No regular rotation of 
crops was obsen-ed. A field was frequently appropriated to one 
kind of produce for seveml successive years. No man's care in rela- 
tion to his ground extended beyond the sowing and gathering of his 
crops, and by total nedect of manuring and fertilizing their lands, 
the strength of th.; soi? was yearly and daily exhausting itself. T h i ~  
tvns so much ;he case within the memory of one ancient now living 
that when he departed from the common course, and began to endea- 
vour to recruit his soil, his plan became the subject of general ridi- 
cule among his neighbourn; and the saying was applied to him on 
all hands, L' a penny wise, n pound foolish." His success, however, 
began to have its influence in his neiwhbourhood; but still they did 
not then know the beneficial erects 07 lime-little use was made of 
it before the revolution, and so little was it vnlued in itself, as to be 
nften sold for five or six cenb a bushel. Wheat, rye, oats and barley, 
were the principal productions. Indian corn was so little regarded, 
that Inany depended upon getting the little they used from the lower 
counties, in preference to raising it themselves. Clover was almost 
wholly unknown, and timothy quite so. Meadows wt~ich were 
irrigated furnished the gross for hay and pasturage. How very 
differently managed is every thing now! Now all the farmers are 
becoming wealtliy and happy. Thus  proving that conduct is luck. 

This county originally contained within its limits the present 
county of Delaware, and they together formed one of the first settled 
counties in the state. T h e  first settlera were genemlly of the society 
of Friends, and now their descendants mostly occupy the south 
eastern and middle townships. T h e  Welsh settled along the " Great 
Valley," a fine region of land, of from one to three miles wide, tm- . 
versing the whole county from east to west; the Irish Presbyterians 
settled in the south-west ; and the English intermixed generally 
throughout the whole county. Many of the townships are of Welsh 
origin, as is indicated by their names,--such as Tredyflin, Uwchland, 
the Calns, Nantmels, k c .  Other names indicate lands formerly be- 
longing to the London company, such ns London Grove, New Lon- 
don, London Britain, Birmingllam, k c .  

T h e  appearnnce of the fruitful and picturesque country of the 
I1Great Yalley," is well wonh a visit from the youth of our city. I t  
comprises nearly fifty thousand acms of the choicest lands, and is bol- 
dered on either side by long continuous ranges of high ridges, called 
North and South hills. From their summits, there are sometimes 
very extensive and beautiful views-such as might lend out the young 
mind to conceive of those much greater elevntions, 'ltlle Blue moun 
cnins," and the great Allegheny backbone of the state." 

T h e  Brandywine, running through this county, is a fine stream, 
affording much profitnble " water power," and some very picturesque 
VOL. 11.-L 



acenery. Bnntewein (brandy) is a word of Teutonic origin, which 
might have been used e q u d y  by the Swedes and Dutch to esprese 
its brandy-coloured stream. Certain it is, that a t  all early periods, 
nfter the rirer lost its Indian names of J!&pas, and Suspeq-h, it 
was written Brandywine. 

Since the county sustained the separation of Delaware county, the 
county town has been located at  Ves t  Chester, a rery growing place 
and possessing a genteel m d  intelligent population. At this place, 
iire the original records of Chester county, and of course nlfording 
to the curious inquirer the means of exploring the antiquarian lore 
of the primitire days. 

As our business is to shorn to the present rising generation the p e a t .  
difference between the present and the remote past, when al l  NM 

coarse m d  rustic. me shdl  subioin some scrips of information illus- 
trative of such change, to wit: 

Mr. William Worrell.mho died but a few years since,--an inhnbi- 
t m t  of Marple township, a t  the ads-anced age of nearly -one hundred 
years-says, that in the country there were no carts, much less car- 
riages; but that they hauled their p i n  on sleds to the stacks, where 
a temporary thrashing-floor was made. H e  remembered to hare os- 
sisted his father to carry on horselack one hundred bushels of wheat 
to mill in Haverford, which was sold there for but 2s. a bushel. T h e  
n a t u d  meadows and woods were the only pasture for their cattle; 
and the butchers of Philadelphia would go out and buy one, two, or 
three head of cattle, from such as could spare thein, as all their little 
surplus. 

H e  recollected when there were great qunntities of wild turkeys; 
and a flight of pigeons which losted two days! Only think of such 
a spectacle! They flew in such immense flocks, that they obscured 
the rays of the sun! One night they settled in such numbers nt 
Martin's bottom, that persons who visited them could not hear one 
mother speak, by reason of their strong wl~irring noise. Their 
weight on the brnnches of the trees was so great as to break off nu- 
merous large Iinlbs! 

H e  never saw coffee or tea unt.il he was twenty years of age ; then 
his father brocight some tea from Philadelphia, and his aunt did not 
know how to use it, till she got information first from a more refined 
neighbour, On another occasion a neighbour boiled the leaves and 
buttered them! 

I n  going to be married,  he bride rode to meeting behind her father, 
or next friend, seated on a pillion ;-but after the n~arriage, the pil- 
lion was placed with her behind the saddle of her husband. ' T h e  
dead were carried in coffins on the shoulders of four men, who swung 
the cofin on poles, so that they might proceed along narrow paths 

- - 

with most eosi. 
Another ancient inhabitnnt, William Mode, who died on the west 

bmnch of the Brandywine, in 1829, at the age of eighty-seven yenrs, 
said he well remembered the Indians-men;women and children,- 



coming to his father's house to sell baskets, kc., and that they used 
to cut nnd carry off bushes from their meadow, probably for mats to 
sleep on. T h e  deer, in his boyhood, were so plenty, that their tracks 
in the wheat field, in time of snow, were as if marked by a flock of 
sheep: a t  one time his father brought home two of them on hisled. 
Wild turkeys in the winter were often seen in flocks, feeding in the 
corn and buckwheat fields. Foxes often carried off their poultry; 
once their man !mocked one down near [he barn. Squirrels, rabbits, 
rnckoona, pheasants and partridges abounded. 

Samuel Jefiey, too, a man of eighty-seven years, who died nt 
West Chester in 1989, said he could we11 remember rvherr deer were 
plenty in the woods of Chester county, and when a hunter could 
ocwsiondly kill a bear. H e  also had seen severnl families of Indians 
still inhabiting their native fields. N. M m e r  died in 1931, nged 
one hundred and one years. 

This county still contains some of the o!dest inns known in the 
annals of our country. Thus, Powel17s Journal, of 1754, speaks of 
his stopping on the way to Lanwster, at "the Buck," by Ann Mil- 
ler--at L ' t l ~ e  Vernon," by Ashton, (now "the Warrenn)-" the 
White Horse," by Hambright-" the Ship," by Thornas Park-" the 
Red Lion," by Joseph Steer-and &'the Wngon," by Janles Way, &c. 

Chester county is also distinguished ns being the theatre of some 
important events in the revolut~on,-such as " the battle of Bnndy- 
wine," the '' mnssacre of Paoli," and the winter quarters of our army 
at the Vnlley Forge." T h e  battle ground of the Brandywine, 
near where L a  Fayette was wounded, may be still visited at the Bir- 
minghnm meetinghouse of Friends. There, if you see the grave- 
digger turning up the grave ground, you may possibly see the bones 
of some British soldier at only two feet under the ground, with fq- 
menls of his red coat, his stock-buckle, buttons, k c .  ! You may , 

even be shown some old gold coin, found concealed once in the great 
cue of a buried Hessian! If you ramble down to " Chdsford," not 
far distant, you may still see remains of the little redoubt which dis- 
puted the ford ; and there, ns n relic of silenced war and bloodshed, 
pick up an occasional bullet or grapeshot T h e  county was at one 
time much disturbed, and made withal remarkable, by a predatory 
hero in the time of the revolution. He was usually called " Captain 
Fitz," but his red name was James Fitzpntrick. H e  roamed the 
country in stealth, as a " British refugee," mnking his nttocks upon 
I he chattels of the stanch whigs," and seemingly delighting in his 
perils and escapes. Hia whole charncter made h m  a red  Rob Roy 
of his time. At Inst he mi19 seized and executed. 

T h e  stnte of the American army at the Valley Forge, in the dreat 
winter of 1777-8, wns an extremely perilous and suffering one. 
Tney  were kept in necessary fear from so superior a force ns Howe's 
well appointed army; whereas, ours mas suffering the need of almost 
every thing. An officer, an eye-witness, has told me, that a s~iffi 
eiency of food or clothing coald not be had ; that so many men were 
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without wlrole shoes, h a t  sevenl actually marked the snowy ground 
with their bloody footsteps; some, while on duty as sentinels, have 
doffed tl~eir hats to stand in, to save their feet from freezing; of &I 
beef or pork, they could not get a supply,nnd fresh beef NM wholly 
impncticable to get at d l ;  of vegetables they got none. Om wooden 
or pewter dish arlswered for a whole mess; and one horn tumbler, in 
which whisky rarely entered, served for several. RIuc11 of their diet 
was salted herrings, too much decayed to bear separation; but were 
dug out of the c s k  en muse. S u p r  and cofee were luxuries not 
seen ; and paper money, with wliich they were paid for such severi- 
ties, was almost nothing! 

If .such were the calamities of war, m d  such the price they paid 
for our se/ff-rrovenunenf, oh ! how greatly should we, tlreir descend- 
ants, prize lfie precious boon! Rlnddened be the head, and pdsicd 
be the hand, that should attempt to despoil us of a trensure so dearly 
purchased ! 

A public journal of Philndelplria, of August, 1779, thus described 
the circumstances of the conduct and capture of the nforesaid Captain 
Fitz, baying, Tlre celebrated bandit of Chester county wns taken 
and brought to Plriladelphia in August. H e  had been made prisoner 
by Robert NcPhee (JIcAfee) and n girl. Fitz entered the house of 
McPheeYs family while they were at ten, armed with u rifle, a sword, 
and a case of pistols, saluting them ns friends; upon their saying 
they did not recognize him, he swore he would soon be better 
known, ns ' Captarn Fitz, come to, levy his dues on the cursed 
rebels.' He soon demaoded his watch and buckles, and soon after 
ordered them all up stairs before him, whilst he slrould search for his 
money. When he had got up stain, he, thinking he wus d e ,  b~,pn 
to arrange his shoe buckle on the edge of the bed, when NcPhee 
(McAfee) signing to ihc girl, Rnchel Walker, a young woman, they 
Fprang upon him, and so held him that he could not escape." T h e  
reward wns 1000 dollars, which wns divided between them, and 
Caplain Fitz wns hung. While in Philadelphia he broke his hand 
cuffs twice in one night At Chester, aftenvards, he filed off his irons 
and got out of his dungeon, and woilld have escaped but for the 
estnordinary vigilance of his jailer. His real name wns James 
Fitzpatriclc, he was hanged at Clresfer: cvns a blacksrnidr. 

T h e  New London Academy, of New London, thougl~ not much 
spoken of now, furnished, in colonial days, sonre of the leading 
scholu~a, such ns Dr. Francis Allisou, Charles Thomson, Gov. 
Tholnas L.lLliean, Dr. John Ewing, Dr. Hugh Wil1iamson;M. C.; 
Dr. David Rnnlsey, historian ; the Rev. James Latta, k c .  

T h e  '' battle ground of Brandywine," so eventful in our revolw 
tionary period, will ever tefid to consecrate it ns a place of remem- 
bnnce, and by some as a place of visitation. T o  those who may 
clroose with us '' LO wander o'er the bloody field to book the dead," 
we shall here furnish such ~mlilin,nnd notesby the way, ne will serve 
LU a companion tr, others:-. 



" Our direction wns to the fo rb  of the Brrmdywil~e, on Jeffrey's 
ford, the point at which Lord Cornwallis crossed h e  river on the 11th 
of September, 1777-the day of the battle, known by the nilme of 
the river on the banks of which it wns fought 

" I t  wrrs near the close of July of that year, that the British =my, 
under Sir William Howe, and their Hessian ausiliaries, under Gen 
Iit~ypllausen, embarked from New York ou the meditated invasion 
of l'ennsylvania. Thesquadron had a long and unplewnt passage. 
Fillding the Delaware too well prepared for defence, to rdlow of a 
very farorrmble ascent of that river, the British cotnmander bore 
aiwy for the Chesapeake-thence ascended Elk river into Jlnryland, 
ns fur as that stream \\*xi navipble, at  wllicl~ point the army disem- 
baked, and on the 23d of September took up its 1narc11 for Philadel- 
phi& I n  the mean ti~rle General Washington returned from Jer- 
sey, for the defence of that important city, and public opinion seemed 
to require the hnznrd of a pitcljed battle. The  Atnetican com- 
rnander, therefore, rnarched upon the Brandywine to intercept the 
ndvancinq foe, and crossed the river with a part of llis forces. T h e  
British forces advanced until they were wihin two miles of the Ame- 
r i m s ;  but, after reconnoitring the enemy on the night of the 6th 
of September, Genernl Wnshington, apprehending the object of the 
enemy to be to turn his right, and, by seizing the heights on the north 
side of the river, to cut 08 his communication with Philadelphia, 
changed his position by recrossing h e  river, and taking position on 
the heights near Chndd's ford, several miles below the forks. 

u F r o n ~  the dispositions of the enemy, it wns supposed that he would 
attempt to cross with his \vhole force, a t  tltis place; but while the 
Americans were makinc yepantions to receive them a t  this point, 
Lord Cornwallis, at the head of the enemy's column, took a long 
circuitous march to the left, until he gained the forks, and crossed at  
l'rimble's and Jeffrey's ford, without difficulty or opposition. Con- 
tinuing east from the ferry, about three quartets of a mile, he took a 
r o d  turning short down the river to the right, in order to fall upon 
the right of the American forces. T h e  movement was a partial sur- 
prise upon the American commander, who, however, as soon as he 
was apprised of it, took d l  possible measures to provide against the 
effect, by detaching Genenl Sullivan, with a1 the force he could 
spnre, to oppose Cornwnllis. G e n e d  Sullivan took an advantngeous 
position, on cornmanding grounds, near the small Quaker meeting 
house of Birmingham, his left extending towards the Brandywine, 
his artillery uilvanliyeously disposed, and both flanlis covered with 
woods. Wayne's division, with Mnxwell's light infantry, remained 
at Childd's ford to keep Knyphausen in check, while the division 
of General Greene, ncconlpanied by the commander-in-chief, formed 
a reserve at a centrnl position between the right nnd left wings. 

" In  the interesting excursion we ore now describing, we took the 
tmck of the division of Cornwnllis, where it turned south after cross- 
ing the forks of the river. It was at two o'clock in the afternoon; 
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and such was the delibention of the British troops, that they stopped 
for dinner upon the brow of a hill, about midway between the comer 
and the position occupied by the Americans. An old resident, yet 
11ving near h e  spot, and who was forced into the service of Com- 
wallis, dirn1s, that it was n merry though a brief dinner frolic 
nt~longst the officers. T h e  American forces being no where even in 
sight, tliougli scarcely two miles distant-another hill interreniug to 
cut OK tlie prospect-the young officers felt but little apprehension- 
probably supposing that the LL rebel Yankees" would hardly make n 
stand even when they did come in sight Among the gayest of the 
gay, as a volunteer in the suite of one of the Brit~sh genemls, ns tn-. 
d~tion informs us, was a ~prightly and chivalrous descendant of the 
Percies-not the Lord Percy who brought the ill-fated British de- 
tn-.hn~ent back from Lexington, n~ the commencen~ent of the revo- 
lution, (who was the Inst duke of Nortl~umberland, and died in 
1617,) but a younger one still. H e  was n noble and generous youth, 
and had volunteered on the present occasion, as an aniateur, to see 
how fields were won. H e  wore a splendid uniform, and rode, like 
s Percy, a noble steed richly caparisoned. T h e  column resumed its 
march at half-past three, and by four o'clock ascended the intenen- 
ing hill before mentioned, which brought them in full prospect of the 
Anierican troops, in battle army, m d  coolly awaiting the onset. In- 
stant dispositions were made for bnttle. As the young Percy came 
over the brow of the hill, he  wns observed suddenly to curb in his 
impatient steed, and the gay smile upon his lively features, changing 
nt first to gnvity, soon became sad rind pensive, ns he glanced his 
bright eye over the extensive rolling landscnpe, now rife with aninla- 
lion. It was a glorious spectacle. T h e  wide prospect of gentle hill 
and dale: wit11 forest and farm-house, the bright waters of tlie Bmn- 
dywine, just appearing in one little minding section in a low und 
beilutiful valley on the right, formed of itself a picturesque view for 
the lover of the simple gnmiture of nature. But enlivened, ns it now 
wns, by the presence of two hostile arniies, both eager for the on- 
slaught-on tirat side the American line resting upon their burnished 
amls in order of battle; nnd on tlrG the brisk note of prepnmtion, the 
displaying of columns, and other lnanaeuvres necessary to the sudden 
chnnge of position and circumstnnces- , 

" The neighing steed, and the shrill pump, 
The spirit-stirring drum, the ear-plercmg fife, 
The royal banner, and all qual~ty, 
Pride, pomp, and circumsmce of glorious war,' 

d l  combined to make up n scene which it would hardly be supposeo 
would have damped the ardour, or clouded with gloom the fine fen- 
tures of a young officer, whose proud lip would at any other moment 
have cc~rled with scorn, and his eye kindled with i~ldignution at the 
remotest intimation of n want of fimlnesa in the hour of trial. Yet, 
with a subdued and hnlf-soddened eye, the young Percy, who but a 
mo~nent before ww panting to play the hero in the contest, paused 
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i i r  a moment longer. Then  calling his servant to hls S I ~ P ,  m d  
tiking his dinrnond-studded repeater from his pocket-'Here,' inid 
he, 'take this and deliver it to my sister in Northumberland : I llave 
seen this Geld this Inndscape before, in a dream in Englnnd : 
Here I shall fall; a n d ' 4 n w i n g  a heavy purse of gold from his 
pocket-' take this for yourseKY Saying this, he dashed fonvard 
with his fellows. T h e  lines were formed, and at  four o'clock the 
battle commenced. T h e  onset wns impetuous, and rhe Americans 
received their haughty invaders with coohess and cournge. But 
their right wing being orerpomered by numbers, mns nt length COIII- 

pelled to give miry. T h e  remaining divisions being now exposed to 
a @ling Gre on the flank, continued to brenk, until n route ensued, 
although several strong posts were successively defended with iotre- 
pidity for n time. 

T h e  most obstinate fighting, during the engagement, took place 
near the centre, which rested upon the little stone meeting house of 
the Quakers, and in the gmve yard, walled on dl sides by n thick 
stone mason-work, which, with the church, are yet standing as firmly 
ns at the period of which me are writing. This enclosure was long 
and resolutely defended by thebmericons, and it mas near this place, 
about the middle of the action, thnt the noble young Percy fell, as 
he believed he had been doomed to do. T h e  enclos~~re was at 
len,& scded, and carried by tbe bnponet T h e  wounded were 
tnken into the meetinghouse, built by peace-makers, for the worship 
of the God of peace, though now the centre of the bloody strife; nnd 
the dead were inhumed in one comer of the burying ground, in 
which they had many of them been slnin. Just before our visit, n 
grave had been dug, nand the remains of n British soldier disinterred. 
A pmt of his shoes remained ; n few pieces of red cloth, which fell 
to pieces, however, on being exposed to the nir, were discovered ; a 
button, likewise, marked ' 44th Reg't,' nnd a Battened b111lel-pro- 
bably the winged messenger of death to the wearer,-were nlso found, 
both of which were given to us by the good man near by the meet  
ing house. 
'' There is a scnp  of unwritten history attached to this little obscure 

meeting-house,-true, though living only in tndition,-which is full 
of interest. A few years before the revolutionary war, the little pa- 
rish of Binninghnm wns favoured on one occasion by the presence 
of one of the most gifted and eIoquent preachers of their peaceable 
sect. The spirit moved him to preach, and as he proceeded, he 
seemed to rise to nn unwonted measure in his thoughts; an unusual 
ardour possessed him, and his words fell with a holy unction upon 
his listeners. H e  proceeded, in lnngunge still more glowing and 
lofry, until his kindling eye seemed to catch glimpses of things un- 
seen, and to penetrate the curtnin of things yet to come. At length 
a vision broke upon him, and he burst forth, in langucge similnr to 
thnt of Milton- 



'"Oh what are tbme? 
Death's ministen, not men ; who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men; and multiply 
Ten thousand fold the sin of him who slew 
His brother!' 

H e  then, in words of one ' rapt-inspired,' predicted the coming con 
Gct with its attending scourges, and declared tlrat there, even in t h a ~  
quiet conmunity-whose precepts and conduct breathed nolhing but 
peace on ear111 and good will to men-the angel of destruction 
should spread his wings-even there, the blood would flow to their 
h o ~ e s '  bridleceven ~ l ~ e r e ,  within the walls of that little sanctuary, 
would be piled up heaps of the dying and the dead ! T h e  fulfil- 
ment was ils esact ns the prediction was surprising. 

. 'The little meeting-house, and the grave-yard, were alike opened 
to our esamination, and were both viewed with that interest which 
the aswciations connected with them would naturally inspire. T h e  
space here consecrated for the repose of the dead is of ample size 
for a country town, but it Ilns been thus occupied for more than n 
century and a half. There is no clustering of honses adjoining this 
hallowed spot. There are spreading elms around, and one withit1 
the enclosure-nnd a cedar of more than a century's growth, which 
is os funereal in its appearance as the yew tree; and as ' the air its 
solemn stillness holds,' one standing Inere could 11ardly refrain from 
quoting the inimitable and deathless Elegy of Gray-particularly as 
nearly the whole area is now closely filled with the little grnssy 
mounds 1s hich cover the dead:- 

<"Beneath those rugged elms, that yew tree's shade, 
\\'here heaves the turf in man a mouldering heap, 

Each in his narrow cell for ever ! aid, 
The rude forefather's of the hamlet sleep:' 

* * 
And onward ; [the sentimental reader, however, must quote for hinl- 
self.] But of all the dead who repose here, not n single stone, nor 
the sligl~test discrinlinating memorial. indicates the  pot where slum- 
ber the ashes of nny particular individual. This neglect of such me- 
morials, or rnnrks of respect for the dead, we are nware is in strict and 
uniform accordnnce with the usages of that peculiar people; nlthough 
it little accords with the views and feelins of others. True, ns the 
same betiutiful poet above quoted, intimates, neither 'storied urn,' 
nor ' anin~~rted bnst,' can cnll buck the 'fleeting breath;' nor con 
:he flitttery of inscriptions, deserved or undeserved, csoothe the dull 
:old enr of death.' And it ifi likewise n sad-n melancholy reflec- 
tion, how very short a period do nenrly all the memorials reared to 
the memory of the dead, by the hand of surviving friendship nnd nf- 
fection, endure! A few-a very few brief years, and the headstone 
11% sunk-the slab is broken-the short column or pymmid over 
turned. Yet while they do remnin, they are often mementoes of 
mnny interesting incidents, or endenring recollections. An incident 



of this description now rises upon the memory, and ns its relntion 
will wound none among the living, we will repeat i t  There is an 
humble freestone standing in Trinity churchyard, New York, so 
near the street, that the bnght and laughing eyes of beauty and plea- 
sure can look upon it m y  day ns their possessors arc: tripping dong  
Broadwi~y. It slnnds beneah the tree at  the corner, by Doctor 
Bliu' book store, and the inscription yet retains the nallte of Nrs. 
-Johnson. T h e  decensed was young and beautiful, full of 
intelligence and vivacity, when she wns rnarried, a few ntonths be- 
fore the breaking out of the pestilence which desolated S e w  York in 
1799. One Sunday afternoon, soon after the fever hid conltnenced. 
and before there wns ruuclt idarm, walking down the Broadway, upon 
the arm of her husband, by whom she wns adored, and w11on1 she 
adored in turn, in company with a friend who wns also newly mnr- 
ried, the epidenlic ~vns among the naturnl topics of conversation. 
Vrs. Johnson, whose natural buoyancy of spirits, perhap, impmted, 
even at that moment, an appeannce ofligh~henrtedness she d ~ d  not 
feel, \\.as reniarkably lively and cheerful. In passing the spot we 
have indicated, where the tree wns then casting its refreshing shade 
upon the green sward beneath, she suddenly stopped, and looking up 
into her h~tsbond's face, with a sweet though sligl~tly pensive smile, 
remarked with the utmost naivete :-' There, Johnson : if I die of 
the yellow fever, bury m e  here.' On the very next Friday, she was 
buried there! 
'' But we have strnyed a wide distance from Brnndywine, without 

finishing the battle. Return we then to thnt part of our namtive. 
No sooner had Cornwnllis defeated the Americans at Birmingham, 
than Knyphausen. after successfully keeping the nttention of Wayne's 
division all day with an npprehension of on attack, which he did 
not intend, made the pnssnge of the river, and carried the entrench 
ments, and took the battery and cnnnon intended to cover and defend 
the ford. After u. severe conflict, the Americans posted in this quar- 
ter were compelled to give way, and thus the defeat became com- 
plete. The  retreat continued that night and the day following to 
Pl~iladelpl~ia." 

I n  examining the records of Chester county-beginning with its 
origin in 1691, we have found sundry items and fncfs, which may 
tend to give us an insight into the men and tlrings aad doings of 
the oldeil time, to wit : 

T h e  first court is recorded ns beine o~ened  the 13th September. 
1681, 2 Upland (Chester)-the jus$ces' present, William i'lnyton; 
Willinm Warner, Robert Wnde, Otto Ernest Cock, William Byles, 
Robert Lucm, L m e y  Cock, Swan Swnnson, Andrew Bnnkson, 
Thomns Fairman. Sheriff, .fohn Test. Clerk, Thomils Revell. 

T h e j r s I  action is n cnse of assault and battery-being Petet 
Erickson us. Hnrmen Johnson and wife. T h e  jury of twelve find 
for the plaintiff an awnrd of 6d. damages, at his costs of suit. 

Whereupon, the snrne Hnrmen Johtrwn and wife reverse thr 
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a t 1  become plnintiKs against the same Peter E r i c b n ,  for 
m a u h  and battery, and recover 40s. d n n ~ q e s  nnd cost There 
must have been some adroitness in the use of law, to have so 
mannged a defence a3 to turn nbout and ~nulct  d ~ e  accuse1 ! 

In  the su11e court it mas granted, by proclanation, that if m y  
person present had aught nggnst one of the justices, they migh~ 
declare it. Whereupon, Daniel Brenson and Charles Brigham, upon 
oath, and Walter I'umphmy upon attestx~ion, declare that they had 
heard ceriain Indims speak *inst him, and also against Captain 
Edward Cantwell, a former sheriK Then the said L m e y  Cock 
upon on& declared his innocency, and that he had not spoken such . 

words, whereupon the cnse was quieted or quashed. 
At the court held Kovember 30h, 16S1, William Dliukum, Esq., 

governor and president, present with ten ustic-. 
John Anderson is accu~ed by Richar 1 Xoble, Peter Ran~bo and 

L. Lawrenson, of stealing and conceding sundry articles of pork; 
and on exnnlinution is acquitted. 

T h e  overseers for the highways were nominated and elected at 
the court, AParch 14th, 1681, to serve for one year, for repairing the 
roads, &c., to wit: Woolley Rmvson, from Marcus creek to Nnn~an's 
creek; Robert TVnde, from thence to Upland creek; William Oxley, 
from thence to Amos' land ; Mauns Stawkett, from thence to Karkus' 
n ;  I'e~er Yokeham, from thence to Schuylkill falls; Andreas 
Rambo, from thence to Tacony creek ; Erick Mullickay, from thence 
to Poatquessio creel; ; Clnus Johnson, from thence to Samuel CliPs ; 
John Akmman, from thence to Gilbert Wheeler's. T h e  foregoing 
arrangement for earliest roads evidences f h p  h e  of the first routes of 
intercourse, beginning from iCImcus Hook, keeping nigh to the Dela- 
ware till they reach the SchuyUcill, (then spelt Schorekill) and 
thence to go up dong  its line to the falls, (thus going behind Phila- 
delphia) and thence across the country (above the city) to the 
Tacony creek; thence up the country to Wheeler's place; that is as 
far ns l'ennsbury manor, then the end of all travelling! 

At the court held at  Chester, on the 27th of 4 mo., 1684, William 
Penn, Esq., proprievory and governor, wna present. 

At the court held the 6th of the 8 mo., 16S5, it was ordered that, 
for defrnying the public charges, there be a levy upon land of 2s. 6d 
per hundred acres, and a poll tax of 2s. 6d T h e  same may be 
paid in wheat at 4s. Gd., rye nt 3s. 6d., and corn at  2s. Ed. 

David Lewis, a servant to Robert Dyer, is seized upon suspicion of 
trenson; ns having been concerned, hy his own say-so, with ihe 
duke of Monmouth in the west country. H e  gave the security of 
his master to answer at the next court. 

James Sanderlaine, bcstmos in the 10th mo., 1686, a convenieni 
piece of land in the town of Chester, for the erection of a court 
house nnd prison. 

At. the court of the 7th of 4 mo., 1687, the gmnd jury present 



Thomos Colborne, of Chester, for selling rum to the Ind~ans, cun- 
trary to the laws of the province. 

John Blumstone made n record of o deed of one acre of lanJ in 
the township of Ihrby, to build a meeting house thereon for the usa 
of said to\vnship, for tfre ezercise o f  tfrc true worship o f  God. 

Richard Crosby is arraigned for drunkenness and abusive Inn 
g u q e ;  he submitted himself to the court and was fined 5s. 

Elias Keach is arraigned and reprimanded, for speaking false 
nem, contrary to law; LLremittcd, provided he do so no more." 

E' Elins Kench" wns the first Baptist minister a t  Pennepeck, in 1687; 
e married hlary, the daughter of Xicholm Moore, of hlorelnnd.] 
Willia~n Coblett, of Concord, is presented for travelling on the 

highway with his main dmwn by oxen and horses on the first day 
of I f e  week; showing that they then reverenced the SallaCI~ 

At the court held at Chester, 16S9, John Maddock, of Ridley, is 
anoiped  for speaking scandalous words William Penn, the 
propnetnry, and agm-nst his present governor, John Blackwell,- 
whereupon he is fined 3 5  and costs. 

On the 27th of 6 mo:, 16S9, a case of Crirn. Con. occurs. T h e  
parties confess their gudt before the gmnd inquest, wherecpon a 
jury of womn is called to make further inquisi~ion. They report 
that "they cannot find that she is (os charged,) neither be they sure 
she is noLn 

Isaac Brickshnm, having offended John Simcocks, is dimissed OD 

mnking hulnble confession. 
At the court of 8 mo., 1691, thegnnd jury present Henry Bnmes, 

for swearing several oaths. 
Also, Edward Eglinton, for breaking the stocks in the town of 

Cheater, i d  letting t!~e prisoner free. 
Also, Richard Thompson, for ranging the moods and taking up. 

horses, saying he was ratge~, "but we Gnd him not fit for that 
honest trust" 

At the court held March 7th, 1692, John Maddock, is again 
arraigned for abusing John Simcocks nnd John Brislow, two of the 
justices, calling them rogues; he boldly averred the same before the 
court, saying they were the greatest rogues that ever came to America. 
H e  was a$& fined 3 5  and costs. 

At the court of 1st mo., 1693, John Clews and Eleanor Arrne, 
now his wife, being presented by the g n n d  jury for immoral inter- 
course, ple;ded guilty, and were adjudged to pay 60s. fine, and that 
the mid E len~~or  shall stand nt the whipping post a quarter of an 
hour, with a p p e r  on her breast, written thereon,--" I here shnd  for 
an exatnple to deter all others," &c. One feels eome revoltings at 
such manner of publicity, and cnnnot but reflect how few juries of 
twelve men, d l  opportunities considered, might be nble-411 of them, 
to shnd such searching self-rebukes as our Lord once inflicted upon 
those who brought h i ~ n  a similar sinner to condemn. " H e  tha iE 



without sin, let him cast the first stone: m d  they went out one by 
one," till no accusers were found ! 

At the court held at Chester the 2d October, 1695, the p n d  jury 
state hat  the country is in debt, and that the prison is not yet finished, 
and that, tesides,t/~re are several w o l a e s ~ / ~ ~ d s t o p ~ y  for; wherefore, 
they recommend a levy, to wit: on d l  real and personal estate of I d  
per pound, and 3s. per head poll-tm. The valualion then given ia 
inlpomnt now, as showing vdues then, to wit: A11 cleared land 
under tillage to he d u e d  20s. per acre ; rough land by the river 
3 1 0  per hundred acres; lmds in the woods at .t5 per l~undred 
acres ; horses and mares at S3 ; cons and oxen 60s. ; sheep 6s. ; . 
negroes, from sixteen to sixty years, at 3%; females at L20. Then 
come jice mills at the earliest places, lo wit : Chester mill 3100; 
Joseph Coebarn's 350; Dorby mill $100; Hartford mill 420 ;  
Concord mill 310. 

At the court of 10th December, 1695, Patrick Kelly and Judith 
Buller are presented for marrying ngainst the law of 2d December. 
It is ordered that thev a m e x  at the next court. and that in the . 
mean time, they mnrryd&n, ns the Iaw directs. ' 

The gmnd jury present Robert Reman of Chichester, for practising 
g e m a n y  according to Hidon, and dimning by a stick. He mb- 
mits himself to the bench, m d  the court fines him 6 5  and costs, and 
never again to pmctise the orfa. 

They dso present the following books: Hidon's Temple of 
Wisdom, which teaches Geomancy, and Scot's Discovery of Witch- 
cnft, and Cornelius Agrippa'n, teaching Necromancy. The books 
ore ordered to the next court. 

At the court at Chester, of 24th of 12 mo.? 1701-2, the court then 
ollolpj the charge of 826 ,  incurred in runmng and settling the tit. 
cuZar boundary line next to Xew Castle. 

Chester. 

In A p ~ l ,  1527, we made a visit to Chester, with a view to see and 
examine h e  venerable remains of that once distinguished town. 
We had rjr a companion a gentleman whose soul is alive to such 
inquiries. In our ride we often noticed the unusual indimtione of a 
very fonvad spring-such os has not before occurred since the year 
1791 : the wild flowers of the fields and woods were in bloom on 
the 23d A.~ril, which formerly appeared only in May. We were 
necessarily frequently pleased to notice the air of comfort and iin- 
provement indi:ated by various fanns on the road side, contrsted 
with the ~ C N ,  still remaining, small Zag 1~mcs:-houses which 
Rdtn, in hhn Travele, on the some road eighty years before,soid were 
the general tcructures of that day. T h e  numerous wild grape vines 
which he then no~iced were gone, as well as the extended woods. 
Red clover-then unknown ns to any pmctical benefit, now misted 
with plaster ~f Paris, every where enriched the former and gratified 
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our senses. T h e  wild bees, which then sheltered the~r  cells in the 
depths of the forest, now hnving lost thnt refuge by the clearing of 
the country, have become domesticated in the bee-boxes, seen by 
the myside in the most of the gnrdens--then the rood was but 
little travelled,-by pleasure c wes, scarcely ever, when but very -3 few existed. T h e  few travellers w o could be be met were on foot, 
or if on horse bnck,-ofien having n femde up  beh ind -x  if a 
female going to market, having two great pnnniers poised on either 
side of die nnimnl. Wilson h a  thus described them when going 
home. 

"There market maids, in lively rows, 
With mallets white were riding home; 

And thundering gigs, with pmder'd beaus, 
Through Gray's green festive shades to roam." 

T h e  women and girls on these occasions were clod in homely, useful 
"homespun," nnd the beast was n red pacer, A chnise you could 
but seldom meet: but we were frequently met by gigs, sulkies nnd 
coaches, sometimes efulgent in glittering plate! So, times are 
altered ! 

Hnving reached Chester, we couId not mnke our entry without 
Lhinking of those primitive founders, all of whom hnd gone down to 
the dust Our busy imnginntions could not forbear to frame conjeo 
tures, and to wenve, in fancy's loom, the images of things as we 
presumed they genedly mere in their early state. For the inhabit 
ants whom we now saw in the streets, in modem hnbiliments, and 
some of modish mien, we substituted, instinctively, the homespun 
yeomanry of other appearance, mnnners and feelings. We peopled 
the streets and houses with Swedes and Qunkers, with such men, 
and their wives and children, as Snnderlaine, David Lloyd, Robert 
W d e ,  Cdeb  Pusey, the Porkers, Richnrd Townsend and others; 
and instend of ancient nnd decnyed houses, as seveml of them l l d  
now become, we contemplated nll, as if then lately built or building. 
Instead of a dreary old court house, old prison, old church, &c., we 
mw them, in fancy, in the finish and brighlness of n new thing, ns 
buildings, of which the labour and expense of erecting was put ,  
and the community was reposing in complacency, resting from their 
works. 

But to come more immedintely to fncts, as we noio found them :- 
Our fint wish was to see the house of Parker, the coloninl register, 
kc., and the fnther of that excellent and eminent lady, Mra Debo- 
mh Logan. There her good fnther nnd her mother lived nnd died. 
'It was a two-storied brick house, of respectable dimensions, built in 
1700, hnd much of old-fashioned wooden wninscotting. I n  the 
chambers up stairs the pannels were curiously painted in a congeries 
of colours, not unlike yellow innhognny. T h e  house had origindly 
srndl g l m  anes, set in leaden fmmes, of which n few specimens 
still remnine t; in the casements on the stninvny, lnrge closets were 
on ench side of the chin~neys, lnrge enough for smnll beds, which 



were lighted by s m d  windows in the outer wdls; on the side of 
the house stood a one-story ofice, which hnd long contnined the 
records of Chester county, from the enrliat dates, and which being 
eince removed to West Chester, might prove curious, if now exnmined 
with antiquarian tact and skill. 

James Sanderlnine, often written Snnderlin, wns a wenlthy Swedish 
proprietor of d l  Chester, and extending back into the country n con- 
siderable distonce on the Chester side of the creek; from him de- 
scended dl the Iand'ti~les. Robert Wade, of the Essex house, was 
an equally extended proprietor of d l  the lmds on the other side of 
the creek. Sanderlnine appears to have been an eminent Episcopa- . 
lian, and probably the chief founder of the old Episcopnl church 
there, of St  Paul, ns I find his memory peculiarly distinguished by 
a large and conspicuous mu=! rnonumcnt in that church, covering 
a space of six and a h d f  by three and a hnlf feet I t  is formed of 
fine sand-stone, and is chiseled in relief and oninment, in a very 
elabornte and skilful mnnner. It is in itself a curiosity, as expressive 
of a death of n citizen which occurred ns long back ns 1692. Not . 
one of the nrune of Smderlaine remains! His daughter wns rnnrried 
to Jnsper Yntes. 

Janper Yntes, at an early period, built a great building, still stnna- 
ing, called the Gmnmy, and sometimes the Bake-house, it having 
been formerly used for both purposes. In  the cellar p r t  was the 
babe-house, and nbove it were the groin rooms, intended in their day 
to,receive and use up  the p i n  from the fruitful fields of Lmcnster 
county-a commerce disused for several years. The  bakery, while 
it lasted, made biscuit by wholesole for shipping 

Near to that building wns shown me the first used court house of 
brick, now a dwelling house and cooper's shop, and owned by John 
H n n  h'enr to it is a part of the stone wnll of the 6rst prison, now 
converted into a dwelling house. 

T h e  second, or present, couit house and prison were built in 1726 
We nest visited the house of David Lloyd, a name of perpetual 

occurrence in our early nnnals, tu a lending member of assembly 
opposed to proprietary interests ; ns a disturbing. %en4 an educated 
lawyer--n man who had once been a captain In Cromwell's army, 
and who sought his peace by coming to  his country. His house ia 
the some building facing the river, now known ns the altered house 
of Commodore Porter. It u7ns built in 1721. Pestilent nnd refrac- 
tory as 1). Lloyd appeared in public life, he wntl excellent and 
amiable in his social relations. T h e  body of himself and wife are 
marked by head stones in the Friends' ground. 

In  179Y, Chester wns visited with yellow fever in its most appnl- 
ling form, derived from the families who fled from Philadelphin to 
Chester for refuge. I t  splead in Chester with frightful mpidity, and 
depopulated whole fnmilies and streets. 

Chester has been often called "Upland," in the early history 
Few, or none, have a right conception of the cause. T h e  name, I , 



am sntisfied, WPS applied to the whole land held by the Swedes at 
and abotre Clcester. 'They &led the eounhy of Philadelphia county, 
UpZund hdy-wherefore the cart  r m  took the name of the 
coudry. T h e  name wcsfirsL given to contradistinguish the Up 
Deluware country, from ths LO1D-Delnware counq ,  or h e r  c o w  
ties, where the Swedes first waled. 

This county had its firs1 settlere located nearest to the neighbour- 
hood of Bristol and Pennsbury. They were nearly all of them of 
the society of Friends; among these, James Harrison and Phineaa 
Pemberton were most influential and conspicuous. Strong expecta- 
tione were entertained by these first settlers, that the city of Philadel- 
phia might have been located at either of those chief places; but it 
was deemed that the river channel was tooshallow for ship naviption. 

All the first settlers who arrived were obliged to bring cemficatea 
of acceptable character, and to be enrolled in n record bwk, which 
I have seen, kept by P. Pemberton, as clerk of the court, giving 
therein ?he names of the parents, number of children, names and 
number of servants, and the vessels by which, and at what time, 
arrived. This, it must be granted, forms a curious record of can- 
sultntion now, and may show some families their LL ancestorial bear- 
ings" then. 

T h e  Indians were round about in small settlements in almost 
every direction. Some, long after, dwelt on the " Indian field," 
near Penn's estate nt Pennsbury, and some at Inghnm7s spring; 
others were on the Pownall tract, the Streiper tract, nnd Fell tract 
T h e  last of the Indian w e  went off from Buckingham in a body, in 
the year 1775. T h e  general state of woody wastes was much the 
m e  ns bas been nlready described in the county of Chester. T h e  
Indian pnctice of burning the underbrush in the woods, made the 
woods in general easy of traversing and exploring. 

T h e  people of Bucks county hnve been, from the earliest settle- 
ment, trained and disciplined to a kindly spirit of good neighbour- 
hood and frank hospitality. I t  arose at Erst from their universal 
brotherhood and mutual dependence; and it was long kept alive by 
the unreserved welcome, for ever cherished, under their eyes, by the 
Indians setded about them. A true Indinn never deems any thing 
too good for his friend or visiter. 

T h e  grenter part of the centre grounds of Bucks county were 
located early as 1700. Such was Buckingham and Soleshury. 
Among the Erst of those settlers there, were Thomas nnd John Byle, 
William Cooper, George Pownnll, Roger Hartley, and other Friends, 
from the neighborhood of the " F d l e  Meeting." Thomns Watson 
arrived and settled among them in 1704. For the first few yenra, 
considerable of their supplies of grain for any new corners had to be 
drawn from the Falls, or Middletown; and until 1707, they had t* 



take dl their p i n  on horseback, for grinding, to Gwin's nd l ,  on 
the Pennepeck, near to the Biller I n  the meau time, many person? 
had to be content to pound he i r  ,pin a t  home in rvooden t l w t m .  
S e v e d  cf the hou-w of the original settlers are still standing. Such 
a house, built for Thomas Cnnby, now belong to JoshuaAndersut~. 
T h e  gen t  portion of the houses were constructed of lop ,  and culled 
log-houses, a rude but very comfortable kind of building. 

Improred land ~vas  generally sold by the acre, at the nominal 
price or value of twenty bushels of wheat; so  hat when wheat wiis 
a 2s. 6d. a bushel, the land was actually sold at 50s. 

T h e  women w?re always industrious, clohing their families in 
general b their own hands-epinning and weaving for all their 
inmates, & the necessary linen llnd woollen clodlitg. For C o ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ O ~ i  
diet, milk and bread, and pie, formed the breakfast menl; and good 
pork or bacon, and a \vlleal-flour pudding or dumplings, with butter 
and molasses, were given for dinner. Mush, or hominy, with milk 
and butter: and honey, fonned h e  supper. Chocolate was only 
occasionally procured, and used with maple s u p ;  and deer-meilt 
and turkeys, when the season nnswerd  

Only a few of the wealthiest fanners had any wagons before tlte 
year 1745 ; about the year 17;O the time of their more conlmon 
use. Carts were the most in use in going to market. John Wells, Esq., 
was the only person who then 11ad a riding-cl~air. Taverns were 
scarcely known any where; the one at Coryell's ferry was the fir% 

Alrer the pear 1750, a new e n  seemed to conlmence, by the inCux 
3f more wealth among the people. Boltea tea and cofl'ee were intro- 
3uced, and ~und ry  articles of foreign fi~hric for tho farniers' wives, 
brought among them by the pedlen,-such as silli and linen neck- 
handkerchiefs, some silli or figured gowns. T h e  men, too, began 
to wear vests and breeches of Benp l ,  Nankin, fustian, or black 
everlasting, and cotton velvet Coats also were made of the hitter, 
But no man or a o n m ,  in any condition of life, ever held them- 
selves above the wear, for common purposes, of honte-mnde " linsey- 
woolsey," of linen or woollen fabric. 

Bucks county has the honour of having had locafed, at the forks 
of the Neshnmony, the once celebrated Log College," so called, of 
the Rev. William Tennnnt, commenced there in 1721 ; and from it 
issued some of our best men of earlieat renown. I t  IVW then the 
day of smdl  thinq." 

Bucks county, In the period of the revolution, mas maJe cou- 
spicuous, by a daring " refugee fnmily," called the Doam. T.heir 
numerous perilous adventures, in scouring the country for L L  mhig 
fatnilies," and to make their plunder on such, brought them into 
great renown as bold desperadoes. There were five brothers of 
them, sevemlly fine looking men, and expert horsemen. Great 
rewards mere ofired for them; ncd finally, two were shot in corn- 
bat, and two were apprehended and executed. They were fa1 
above ordinary robbers. heing very generous md humane to all 
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moderate people. T h e  wl~igs had injured them, and they sought 
revenge at the hazard of their lives. 

Dr. John Watson, of Bucks county, contributed to the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania a very interesting account of the primitive 
stnte of society in Buckingharn and Solsbary. From his account I 
add afew particulars. See Appendix, p. 11!L 

When wheat and rye grew thick and tall on new land, nud all 
was to be cur rvilh ~ i ckks ,  many men, and some women, bewrne dex- 
terous in the use of them, and victory was contested from many a 
violent effort. About the year 1744, twenty acres of wheat werecut 
and shocked in half a day in Solsbury. Rum was drunk in propor- 
tion to the hurry of business on all such occasions. I n  fact, rum be- 
ing a Brilisli liquor, had to be nsed, if nt all, as the common beverage. 
A bottle of rum was hunded about at vendues, each laking his d n w  
frotn the neck of it, by a s\vdlow or more. At wedding regales, and 
even at  funerals, mixed and stewed rum, called spirits, \\*as an er-  
pected and comtuon entertainment Rum was even put on their 
toasted bread occasiondly. It led to its evils, and serious and 
considerate persons got an nct of nssembly prohibiting the use of 
spirits at  vendues. ISow tempernnce societies impose its disuse in 
every thing; and we know of good apple orcllnrds there, now, cif 
which they n ill no longer malie even cider. Apple pies, both green 
and dried, have ever been in plentiful use dl the yenr round in this 
county. 

T h e  first settlers, and many of their successors, were accustomed 
to wear a strong and coarse d r e s ~ u c h  as enduring buckskin. It 
was used for breeches, and sometimes for jackets; oznaburgs, ~nade  
of hemp tow at Is. 4rl. a yard, was used for boys' shirts; sometimes 
flas, and fi~s and tom were also used. Coarse tow for trowsers, 
wool hat, strong heavy shoes, b m s  buckles, two linsey jackets, and 
a leatlienr aproli, made out the winter apparel. Such apparel for 
the labouring class \\.as common down to 1750. 

A higher class, however, 11nd means to procure such suits ae 
would 11ac.e purchased two hundred acres of land! T h e  coat of 
broad-cloth 11ad three or four plaits on the ~hir ts ;  they mere wadded 
to keep them sniooth; as thick ns a covelle~ T h e  cuffs very large, 
went nearly up to the elbows. T h e  11at was a good broad-brimmed 
Leauer, with double loops, drawn nearly close behind, and half raised 
on each side. T h e  ladies, in full mode, wore stiff \vhnlebone stays, 
worth eight or ten dollars. T h e  sill; gown much plaited in the 
back. T h e  sleeves were ~hor t  und nearly twice us large ns the arm ; 
the rest of the nrm covered with a fine linen sleeve, nicely pluited, 
locket buttonsand long-armed gloves. T h e  head ~vus covered with 
a Bath bonnet nnd ib cnpe. On ~nurringe occasions the bride dressed 
in a long black hood without a bonnet T w o  yards of richpadua- 
S O I ~  made such a hood, and used to be loaned for nuptinl occasions. 
In time, camo up the straw plait, called the bee-hke bonnet. and 
with it the blue or green apron. 
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Before the use of upland pnss and clover, they could only form 
or procure [heir gns in plains or s m p w f ~ c n  at several milea 
from home, in which w e  it wos stacked on the spot, m d  hauled 
home ns needed, on sleds during the winter. 

In  those days it was eolnrnon to go ten or twelve miles to mill ou 
howeback; h e  same distunce to get any smith work nnd r e p h .  
Horses were seldom shod, and blocks to pound hominy were used, 
in imitation of d~ Indians. 

The  Indians were still much nmong them, very ofien bringing 
presents of game, beans, &c., nnd refusing m y  pay. T h e  Indian 
children were very sociable imd fond of play. 

T h e  prices, from 1724 to 1735, os seen marked in books of tile 
time, set wheat at  from 3 to 4s. ; rye, 2 to 3s. ; middlings, fine, 7 
to 8s.; coarse, 4s. 6d. ; bran, Is. ; silt, 43. ; beef, f?d. ; bacon, 4d ; 
pork, 2d. Swine were easily raised and fattened. Venison roasted 
and in stew-pies, were luxuries of frequent use in their homely 
log cabins. 

Indinn corn mas not artempt.ed to be raised in large quantities be-. 
fore the year 1750. Wheat wos h e  great article f a  making moiley, 
IL IVW cultivated with open fallows, rind wns genedly  ploughed 
three d n m  a yes .  

I n  the neiehbourl~ood of Doylestown is considernble of Indian 
remains, suc l~ns  their gnveyard;&c. ; and on the Nesharnony near 
there, is said to be the grave of the celebrated chiefrain Tarname, 
after whom me have now the popular name of " Snint Ta~nany." 

I t  is said also, that the $rst c w t  held in Pennsylvania wns held 
in tliis county; and Ike oldest record to be found in our state, is to 
found in the county ofice a t  Doylestr 7. I t  Is a record, or register 
of ear marks, for sheep m d  cattle, nnu .,lowing, by a drawing of the 
head of the animal, the diKerent erops upon the ears, as well na an 
accompanying description in words, and in the name of the indivi- 
d11o1 who assumed it as hie designating property. This record, it is 
mid, was made a little before Penn's lunding, and wns continued in 
pmctice for a number of years subsequently. The  date is now eE 
faced, but wns certninly a early ns 1681. 

The  nest record, in point of time, is a record of the Orplrans' 
Court, 80.1 ; its first entry bears date the 4th dny of 1st mo., 1693, 
and was held at the private dwelling of Gillcrt Jl'/mler. " Present, - 
the governor, Wm. Penn, with justices James Harrison, Jonathan 
Otter, Wm. Yardley, Wnl. Beaks, and Thomas Fitzwnter. Pllinens 
Pernberton, clerk." T h e  next court was held nt Pe?:mlun/; the 
next win nt Gilbert Wheeler's, on the 7th of 8 mo., 1684. 

At a court of Quarter Sm'ons, held the 10th of 10th mo., 1654, 
the eldest of Clark's orphans was bound to R i c h d  R'oble, until she 
attained the age of twenty-one, nnd wns then to receive os her free- 
dom, one cow and caLf, and one sow. T h e  above record book in 
complete to Ociober 1692; and after that time the court was sus- 
pended or omitted for several years, having nt timcs the record, "No 
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court then held." On the 10th of 8 mo., 1697, a court is %gain held, 
when the record closes with " No court then, nor since, for orplmrcs." 
T h e  first record book for deeds commences in 16%. 

It is to be supposed, that if d l  the records were well examined by 
nn industrious hand, m d  by a mind of proper tact for olden time 
inquiries, that something strange, amusing, or useful, might be found 
to gratify the present generation. But who shall do it? 

T h e  Crooked Billet," now known as Hatborough, was originally 
setded by John Dawson, n hatter, of London T h e  first name was 
derived fro111 the first house there built, it being used us apublic inn, 
with Lfie sign of n crooked billet of wood hung out as its token, and 
the pi&-% when made a town, nros changed to the name of Hatbo- 
rough, in reference to h e  employment of the first resident Hie 
descendanu have informed me, that when he first came there he 
built ti mbin,aad afterwards a stone house, with his own hands; and 
wos nssisreci with stone and mortar, by his daughter Ann, who mu-  
ried Bartholomew Longtreth, who came from Yorkshire in 1699. 
T h e  same John Dawson moved to Philadelphia in 1742, nnd dwelt 
in the house south-west corner of Second m d  Church alley, made 
notable there as " t l ~ e  first built trick 1wr;se." His relative, Wm. 
Clinkenbeard, a farmer in Plymouth, lived to be one hundred and 
eight years of age. 

Bartholomew Longtreth first opened the York road from the Billet 
to Nesharnony. When he built Ilk house, one hundred and twenty 
eight years ago, now occupied by Daniel Longstreth, he sawed all 
his joist wilh a whip saw, from hewn squared log. That  family 
still relilin the bell-metnl mould in which he used, like other farmers, 
to make his own pewter spoons. Think of that specimen of 
househoid economy then ! They have nlso preserved the same iron 
with which old John Dawson used to smooth beaver hats. 

Old Jucob Heston, who died about ten years ago, had resided at, 
and died on the spot, and perhapy at the same house, that was filst 
built in Wrightstown by his ancestors, who emi,pted from New 
England at the time of the Quaker persecution. A remarkable pro- 
vidence attended them, deserving of some record here. T h e  family 
was obliged to escape in the night, nnd eventually to cross the De- 
laware, not knowing whither they were going. They sat down in 
the woods, and to their surprise and satisfaction, found an old neigh- 
bour who had also fled on the same night, without the knowledge in 
:idler of them of their several intentions! Here, amongst wild 
oeasts and Indians, they found that security and repose that was de- 
[lied them elsewhere. 

T h e  road from Philadelphin to Buckingham, prior to the openlng 
of the York road, wae across the Neshnmony at Galloway's ford, 
one mile above Hulmeville, through Lnnghorne pork, thence by At- 
tleborough, k c .  

Near that ford, once stood Growden's old fire proof, in which were 
kept the records of Bucks county; and when Joseph Gnllowny went 
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off with tha British in '75, the office was broken open, and the r e  
cords strewed ilbout, to the use of any who n~igllt choose LO pusses 
theni. T l ~ o ~ n w  P ~ ~ s o n ,  who saw t l ~ c n ~  so srrecved rtbotrt on the 
pourzd the nest morning, got hold of a 31s. journal of a yoyap  
down t l ~ z  Ohio, that was curious and interesting, and being lent 
abont, has disappeared. 

T h e  first built n d l  on the Pennepeclc was Gain's mill, the m e  
place wl~ere James Yaree now 11ils his rolling mill. An old log 
house of a Swede still remains, near tlie h'esl~arr~ony, which hrts 
EWII superior construction as to be renlarknble. 1111 the logs are SO 

grooved thus, n one above the orller, as to turn all winds a d  rains; 
wirhout the use of intenncdiate Illortor, except in very thin quanlity. 

Jolin Watson, now of Buckingllan~, w11o is in l~in~self  a walking 
libnry in matters of local antiquity, especirdlx in Buc l i i ng l~a~~~  wlley, 
where the fanlily fiwt settled in 1691.-besidcs i l ~ e  21s. book of oc- 
currences, (made by 11is father, Dr. John Watso~~,) whicl~ he l ~ n s  
bestowed on the Historical Society of Pennsylvnnin, I m  bccn a 
strelluorls advocate of the ';poor Indinlts," rtvho, as Ire nr~d otllers o f '  
Bucks county allege, were c f~eded  out of their lmdr by the agenb 
of the Penn family, at the time of t l ~ e  notable " great \v\.;llk." He 
has written and given to tlie Philosopl~ical Society, for their library, 
his circunra~ntinl ltarrative of tlmt "great \vnlk." I t  was once n 
very exciting subject of animadversion and genenl discussion in 
Rucks. T h e  ngeuts publicly advertised a ice of 3 5  for the greatest 

' walker for one day, and procured Narshall, who r an  over fourtinies 
as ~nuch  ground as the Inliinns expected. H e  argues, and s~~pposes, 
that ill1 die cot~rrtry north-west of \Yrigl~tsto\vn meeti~~g-llotrse, wad 
taken  fro^!: the I)el;l\vares without con~pensation. [Kicl~ol~~s Scull, 
the surreyrv general, ~nnde oat11,in 17.57, that hi: \v;s  present t r h n  
Jrumes Ycares, nnd Xdrr-ard ATatsl~nll, together with some Indians, 
~vulkcd oric and a Ilali doys brick in the woods from Wrig11tsto~t-n ; 
chat :hey \v;~lkcd In11 eigl~teetl hours, and made out fifty-five miles; 
did not. IWI, or g~ out of a w d k ;  that B. Enstburn, surveyor gene- 
ral, and T. Smith, al~erill; were i~lso along, and were satisfied of the 
same; and that no objections were expressed by the Indians at the 
ti11ie.1 ?'he Indians r~lwrtys cherisl~ed a spirit of revenge agc~inst 
Narel~all ; iuld a pnrty of wnrriors once fro111 their settle~nerrt, 
at  Wyoming, to seek his life. H e  wns from home, but his wife 'ew 
made prizorler, u11d his cliildren escaped, by nn Indian thongl~t- 
lcssly throwing his n~ntcli cont over a bee hiw,  wl~icli cnuseil the 
party to be so att;rcIied and stung, that they went off rvitl~cirt the 
children. Tlrc nloil~er, being pregnant, could not keep up  with the 
party, and her bones and remnins were found, s i r  n~onths nfter\vi~rds, 
on the Uro;~d mo~rntain. 

I n  the rcvolr~tionnry war, tlie Indian marrion again returned from 
west of the Ol~io, into Tinicurn, or ~ o s r ~ m i s o n  tomships, still 
aiming at RIi~rsl~all, and he again escaped by being from home ; they 
d ~ s n  went back !lirough Jersey. Thia they told t l~e~~~se lve s  afta 



the peace. T h e  lnost of these fnc~s, above told, are not in his ': f i r -  
ratire of the \Yalli," as above mentioned; but, coming from his own 
mouth, are to be respected and beliered, as the relations of an honest 
and iutelligent gentlelnarl : for sucl~ he is. 

T h e  &&Lo= College," of Tennaut, still remains near the Nesha- 
mony; and la~clly it tvns so, that a gcn~lelnan called and orered fisw 
dollars for a piece of its log, and scared tlle occupants, as if the en- 
thusiast was delneuted ! 

It would seem, from family names esisting in Bucks, that many 
of the Dddl must have been priinitive settlers there, most probably - 
under grants from Governor Andros, of New York. There is a 
place, beyond Abing~on, called Holland, which even now is much 
settled w i ~ h  Dutch nallles, eucll as \lrynkoop, Vanmeter, Vnnmnt, 
Corell, ckc. Tile Presbyterian church too, at Abington, founded in 
1717, was originally got up by the people near there of the Reformer' 
Dutch faith, the descendants of Dtrtch forefathers. These fact 
were confirmed to me by the present pastor, the Rev. Dlr. Steelt 
New Britain was settled by the Welsh. 

This was the name of Penn's country place and mnnsion-some 
times called his L L  palace,"-in Bucks county, situated on the margir 
of the Delaware river, below Bordentown. There William Penr  
and his hmily lived, during pnrt of his stay among us in the yean 
1700 and 1701. There, he often entertained Indians, and helc 
treaty covenants, religious mee~ing ,  &c. T h e  place wns constructec 
in ltiS'2-3, at great espense for that day, having cost 27000, anc 
Itaving considerable of the most finished or ornamental materialr 
brought out from England. The  ~nnnsian w u  sixty feet in front, b~ 
forty feet in depth ; the gtrden, rtn ornamental and sloping one, In1 
along the river side in front of it, and numerous offices were in n 
front line wi~11 the d\velling. All that now remains is the housr 
now occupied by Rol~ert Crozier-the sune building of wood whicb 
s w s  originally formed for l'cnn's family L C  brew-house." 

After Penn had gone back to England, his place tvw retainec' 
some time in hopes of his return. His furniture was long preservec' 
there, and finally got sold m d  spread about in Bucks county. Hit 
clock, and his writing desk and secretary, I have seen. For man) 
years the people of Burlington used to make visits to the place, be. 
cause of its associations with so distinguished a manMC' a hallo\ved 
haunt, though but in ruins seen." Beneath a great grove of walnut 
trees they used to regale, and take their refreslments. A leaden re 
servoir on the top of the house, kept there for retaining water 11s o 
security rgainst fire, got to leaking, and mused the building to fall 
into premature decay, so that at the era of the revolution, il was torn 
down, with an intention to rebuild another; but the war preventec' 
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th.1. design. While it rested in a state of decay, it had a furnished 
chamber, hung with fine GI estry, and in tile fanlily descend- 
ants were intended to be I' oclged in case of visits. This, from irs 
being so seldom opened, and when seen, presenting so many tolcena 
of musty and cob-web interior,got the reputation of 'L~hespirit-roorn,Y 
nnd mas deemed to be a haunted chamber! A11 who used to visit 
the premises in years long since, were accustomed to tnke away some 
relics of the place. Some such I have preserved,-such as the carved 
side of the door, and a piece of the bed cover, curiously worked hy 
Letitia Penn. In the Pennsylvania Hospitul is Penn's chair, tnken 
from this mansion. 

T h e  country immediately mound, through Penn's manor, prebenb 
a genenlly level and rich soil; but its aspect from h e  river side i~ 
quite low and mme. Formerly a creek (now dry) mn round be- 
hind the n~ansion, at some distance, forrriing the farm into an island, 
and being crossed at places by bridges At those places Peon once 
had his plensure barge, and some small vessels. 

It l ~ a s  been matter of surprise to some, why Penn so soon provided 
for a cou?rly residence, even when society for lnulual benefit wos 
80 necessary in the early rise of Philadelphia A muse may perhaps 
be found in his predilections for o cout&-~j life, as expressed in hie 
admirable letter of family counsel, to wit: "Let my children (he 
mid,) be husbandmen and housewives. This  leads to conFider the 
works of God and natule, and diverts the mind from being taken up  
k i th  the vain ans and inventions of a luxurious world. Of citiea 
and towns of concourse beware. T h e  world is apt to stick close to 
those who have lived and got wealth there. A county life and es- 
tate I like best for m y  c/ii&e~r." 

A letter of William Penn eays, the place cost him 37000, nnd he  
intended to settle permanently there, saying, "1 should have re- 
turned to it ill '66 or '69 at fitrrl~est?~ 

I n  1705, 11e says, whetl~er I surrender to the crown, or not, shali 
make no dilference as to my coming nnd inhabiting there." H e  says 
he bought there of an old Indim king. Of course it was a royalty 
once! I t  was called Sepessin. 

T h e  original tract of Pennsbury contained, in 16&1, about 3431 
acres, from which were abstracted, at various times nftemrds, about 
1688 acres granted to others, and 400 acres besides to Arthur Cook, 
a public F r i e d  of Philadelphia 

John Richardson, a public Friend, spenks in hie journal of living 
with William Penn, nt Pennsbury, in 1701-mw there n public 
meeting and a marriuge; also, on Indian nssen~blnge to renew and 
revive former covenants with Penn before his departure for Eng- 
land-tliey held n cnntico or worship, sitting around a fire, nnd 
singink a very melodious hymn, after which they joined in a 

. dance,&. 
Having had, in my possession, the book of MS. lettere from Wid 

7 . 
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ham Penn to James Harrison, his chief s t e w a r d 4  e., bis general 
q e n t  of the years l6SL to 16!57,-[ride the letters in form in my 
MS. AM&, pages 163 to L71, in the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania.] I have here selected such extracts, as will serve to show the 
chmcter of the houses, &c., once made or intended ns the residence 
of the proprietary and his future generations, to wit: 

In August, 1634, he says, he  sends Ridph, his gnrdener, some 
mdnut trees to set, and some seeds of his own raising, which are m e  
good. H e  urges Rdph  to stick to his garden, and to get the yards 
fenced in, and doors to them. By an Irish ship, he snys. he sends 
hutter, cheese, shoes, kc.-Some beer at  810 a tun, and some 
wine. 

On the 15th of 11th month, 16S44, he cays, "I  have sent here- 
with four servants-three carpenters, and a rdener; he had three 
more, but they failed him. I mould (snys !f' e) have a kitchen, two 
larders, a wash-house, a room to iron in, a brew-house, and a Milan 
oven for baking, n stable for twelve horses ; all my rooms I would 
have nine feet high, and tny stables eleven feet, and overhead half o 
story. What you can, do with bn'cl:~. What you can't, do it with 
good timbers, and cnse thern with clap-boards, about Gve feet, which 
will serve other things, and we can brick it aftenvards."-[Probably 
this was never done YO afterwards, and furnished o cause of prema- 
tore decay.] 
" Pray, let the court-ynrd be levelled, and the Gelds and places 

about house be cleanly and orderly kept: so let me see thy conduct 
nnd contrivance about grounds and farm occommodntions. I hope 
the bar~re is kept safely. Let Ralph take the lower grounds of the 
airden, and the other, his helper, the upper grounds and courts-- 
have too a convenient well, or pump, for the seven1 offices. 
;' I desire that a pair of handsome plain steps be mode at the Iand- 

ing right qainst  the house, also the bridge more assable going to 

people mny be better done. 
1K John Rowland's, unless one over the creek near e New England 

" 1 would have a walk to the falls [menning in the direction to 
thern,] and to the point where S. H.'s son built, cleared so as two 
may walk n foot It would be plensant if the old Indian path 
were clc;~red up. 
'' P r y ,  secure the refusal of the New England people's f o r m 6 4  

ave some in my eye that will buy them. 
" Let there be a two-leaved door backland have a new one in one 

for the front., as the present is most ugly and low. I would have n 
mil and b;~nist.ers before both fronts. T h e  plea will serve round, 
though they are snd ones." 

T h e  19th of ~hird month. 1655. he writes and savs. " I  like d l  
thou hast sent me. I hope they gd on with the /LOUS& nnd ffarclc~zs, 
and let thelojitlish that which is built as fast as they can. h e  par- 
dtion between the left parlour nnd the great room the servants used 



to eat In, should be wainscotted up. T h e  doors had b e s ~  be I q e  
between the other parlour and the withdrawing rooni. 

"If the cattle of Col. Lloyd are not brougl~t home from Nary- 
land, dis=olve the bnrwh,  bemuse I will bupply beef frorr~ Ireland. 
The  1 s t  I sent went by way of Barbadoes. 

L L  Let Ralph this Fall get about tventy young poplars, of about 
eighteen incl~es round, bellended to twenty feet, to plaut in tile walk 
below the steps to the water. 

I merrtiolled the kinds of out-houses zcarrtcd, but I know how to 
shirr. I nni a man of providence tost to and fro." 
'.The 11111 of 5th niontb, 16S5, he writes and says, Tell Ralph . 

I must depend or! his perfecting I~is glrde~~s-hay dust [is not this 
seed ?] frotn I.ong Island, such as I sowed in my court ynrd, is the 
best for our fields. I will errd diveri seeds for g:~rdcns and fields. 
About tllr? house [nay be Iitid out illlo fields and qrass, wl~ich is swret 
and pleasant, I trust to provide myself at my c o n ~ ~ n g  with carpentem, 
husband~nen, bricklilyers and mrikers. I hope care is I m l  of nry 
three mares and their colts. I intend to bring more when 1 come, 
and a fine Ilorse. A good dairy nly wife will love." 

T h e  4th of 6th Ino., 16S3, he says, L L  I hear poor Ralph is dead. 
Let Nicholas then follow it (the garden) diligently, and 1 will reward 
him Do not rnuch hiritcg of carpenters and joiners. That  1 sent 
will do. A~sure  nly servants, if they prove faithful and diligent, I 
\rill be kind to them in land and other things at  my return. By 
this ship, I purpose to send some haws, hazelnuts, walnuls, garden 
seeds, L~c." 

In  another le~ter hc says, 'L I have now sent a gardener (in place 
of Ralph, deceased,) \;itL requisites. Let h i n ~  have help of two or 
t h~ee  men when needful. H e  is to have his passage paid and 230,  
and sixty acres of lru~d, at three years, and a month in each year to 
himself; hc to train me n n u n  an11 a boy. There comes also a 
Dutchm:ln, a joiner and a carpenter, that is to work one lwndred 
and fifty days, imd ply me 3 5  or 3 7  country money, for 3 7  ster- 
ling lent h i~n.  Let him wainscot and make tables and stands: but 
chiefly help on the out-houses, because we shall Iring much fun& 
turf?. " 

L L  I would l~ave  i\'icholns (the gardener) have as lnmy rook and 
flowers nest spring, by tnneplnnting them out of the icoods, as he . - - 
can." 

7th of 9111 month, 1685, he writes and says, "I am glad the In- 
dian fields bore so \\.ell. Lny as n~uch  down ns you can with.hny 
dust, u i t l  clei~r a\wy the wood up the river to open a prospect up- 
wards as well as tlownwards. Get some wooden chairs of walnut: 
with long backs, nnd 1 . ~ 0  or three entiog tables for twelve, eight, and 
five persons, with falli~lg leaves to them." 

it111 of 9111 ntontl~, ltiS5, he mys, L L  P. Ford I~nssent JainesReed 
more trees, seeds, and sciences, (scions) which James, my gardenel 
m e ,  t~onglt .  Tell Jnines I would have him lay in  o good stock 



before he parts with any thing I send 11in1. I would send fret 
Rtones for the steps, if he had the din~e~~sious. W11nt you build ia 
best done with bricks. T h e  man I sent call make theln. A bettet 
kitchen would do well, wit11 milk-house, stable, kc., but ail by de. 
grees. There is pave1 for 7uaZk9, that is red at  Pl~ihdelpl~ia,  near 
the swanlp. In  wllat you build, let there be low lodgings over head 
3f eight reef. Ler all be w tgom,  and not ascu from the 11ouse. 
Get and plant as rnucl~ quick, as you can, about fields, and lay them 
out large, at least twelve acres in each." 

In  ltiSti, he writes: " I send a wheel\vright, who can dso  work as 
h carpenter. I should be glad to see a dnR of Pemsbury, [ L I I I ~  so 
might we!] which an artist would quickly n~ake, wit11 h e  laudsc;~pe 
of the house, out-l~ouses, their proportions and distance fro111 each 
other. Tell me how the peach and apple orcl~ards bear. Of what 
are the out-houses built, and bow do they stand to h e  house. Pray 
don't let the fronts of the house be common. I leave thee whether 
to o on with my son's land above Welcome creek or no." 

8uch is the earlv historv of the munificent er~enditures and in . - 
tentions of Penn. 

A letter of Wrn. Penn to James Logan, of the 23d of 5th mo.: 
1700, thex at Penrrsbury, says, c L  That, because of nn injury done 
his leg, he is unable to meet the council, &c.? and tl~erefore desires 
h a t  four of the counsel, the collector and minster, and witnesses, to 
come up to 4im by his barge, which Ile will send to Burlington." 
He  adds, too, "Let t l~e  Indlnns come hither, and send in the boat 
Inore rum, and the match coats, and let the council adjourn to thz3 
place. Here will be victu:~ls." At this time he speaks also of hip 
coach or L L  colasll" and horses, then in Phil;ldelphia, and of l ~ i s  man 
John (a black wan) to drive it. 

T h e  above letter seems to indicate an assemblage or gb:hering for 
a treaty. I t  would seem there must hare been a plunlity of such 
Indian assemblages; for, in 1701, John Richardson, in his jottrnal, 
tells of his being there when many Indians and chiels were then to 
revive their covenants with Wnl. Penn, before his return home. 
There they received presents, and held their cantico or worship, by 
dancing around a fire prepared on the ground. 

In  1703-4, when young Willmn Penn aime to this country, there 
assembled as many as one hundred Indians, nnd nine kings, at 
Pennsbury, to greet his arrival there. 

I t  may further serve to give us a more direct insight into house- 
hold economy and domestic concerns of such n man as Penn, and 
as marking the state and style of the grnndees of olden tiure, to give 
here a list of the fi~rniture and plate, which once was deposited at 
Pennsbor , to wit: 

J. F. &her got from Stoke Pogis, of John Penn, two papers con- 
taining nn account of what goods and plate Penn had at Pennsbury 
and left there on the 3d of 10 mo., 1701, to wit: 
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In  the best chamler, sundry tables, stands, cane chairs, a bed and 
~edding, and a suit of satin curtains, k c .  

In  the nest chamber, a bed and bedding, sk w e  chairs, n suit 
of wtublet curtains, kc .  

In   he nest chnmber, one wrought bed and bedding, six wooden 
chairs, kc .  

In  the nursery, one pullet bedstead, two chairs of master John's, 
and sundries, kc .  

In  the nest chamber, one bed nnd bedding, one suit of striped 
linen curtains, four rush-bottomed chairs, 6%. 

I n  the garrets, four bedsteads, two beds, duee side saddles-one of . 
them my mother's, two pillions. 

I n  the lorcer rooms. Best parlour, .two tables, one couch, two 
pea t  cane chairs and four s n d  ditto, seven cushions-four of them 
satin, three others green plush, and sundries more. 

T h e  other parlour, two tables, sir chain, one great leather chair, 
one clock, a pair of brasses, and other mentioned thinp 

I n  the little hall, six leather chairs, five maps. 
In  the great hall, one long table and two forms, six chairs, pewter 

iishes, five mazarins, two cisterns, and sundries others. 
Linen and plate, damask, Irish diaper, fine Dutch diaper, huga- 

bag, five sideboard cloths, one large tankard, one basin, six salts, 
o r e  skillet, five plates, seven spoons, two forks, two porringers, kc . ,  
small articles. A chest of drawers containing an invoice of linen, all 
marked W. P H. 

I n  the closet and beat chamber, bed and bedding, two silk blankets 
and white curtains, also two damask curtains for windows, six m e  
chain, one hanging press. 

I n  the kitchen, a grate iron, one pair of mcks, three spits, one pair 
of erent dogs, kc .  

f see also another paper entitled," Plate carried to Pennsylvania," 
nom wllicl~ I extract some of the items: one large tankard, one 
caudle cup, three tumblers, six spoons, two forks, three chafing dishes, 
with things to bum spirits, one large plate with the Spn'rtgeet arms, 
that Springet's gmndmother gave him, one little strong-water bottle, 
G. 11. S., one save-all, G. S., s i r  spoons with a cross, sir egg spoons, 
W. P. G., six porringers, G. W. P., eighteen spoons, G. W. P., six 
forks with W. P.'s arms, one skillet, J. P. M., one sucking bottle, 
M. P.-W. P., one sugar dish, J. J. M., one large chafing dish with 
gridiron, a top, which Letitia's gmndmother Penington gave her, 
nlso one skimmer, from the same to her, one large pplate with',the 
Springet arms, that Springet's grandmother Penington gave him. 
(Seven1 other items are named.) 

I n  conclusion, we add hereto three original letters of Penn, to 
John dnd Mary Sacher; while overseeing his concerns at  Pennsbmy. 
They are so primitive, frnnk and friendly, as to det the spirit of the 
man before us, while we rend them. 
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Lond 12,s ma., 1705. 
Honest John and Mary.-My reall love is to you, nnd desire you 

and your little ones preservation heartily, and I know so does my 
dear wife and loving mistress. We  are all, through the Lord's 
mercy, well, save little Hannah at Bristoll, whose arme has a wenk- 
ness. She is a sweete childe, as Thomas and litde Margaret. 

I doubt not your care and good husbandry, and good housewifety, 
to make that place profitable ro me, after rhe hundreds, yea thou- 
sands, yt  have been sunk there from the beginning. Though if 
that  could be lett, to one yt would not misuse it, and you upon n 
plantation for my deare Johnne, I should like it better, and pmy tell , 
James (Logan) so ; for 1 think I have spent too niuch there already. 
Johnne grows a fine childe, tall, brisky as a bird, his mother's limbs, 
but my countenance, and witty, as others my, and as healthy os any 
of them. Let me hear from you how Sam and Sue attend, and if 
the black boy and little Sue begin to be diligent. .The Lord be 
with you, nnd dl his humble nnd faithful ones, on both sides the 
water. Farewell : your real1 friend, 

WM. PENN. 

Lond 18, 3 ma., 1708. 
John Sacher-Loving f r iend .4  had thy letter with sntisfaction, 

and glad to hear of thy und fi~mily's welfare. I am glad to hear of 
thegood condition of poor Permbury, beloved of us all, and here, in 
the will of God, we wish ourselves. If thou leavest it, give J. L o p  
an acct of ye fruit of thy labour, as acres cleared, and fence, and of 
both plow and sow land. Likwiae, deliver nll ye plate, linnen and 
household stuff into his possession and care. This may account 
for my Penn-chair received from Mrs. Logan.] \ bless God, we iue 
dl. dive and well, save our dear sweete Hannah, whom the Lord 
book four months ago, at 44 years, the wittiest and wornanliest cren- 
ture that her nge (of 44) could show, but His holy will be done-. 

T h y  loving friend, 
WM. PENN. 

T o  Honest Mary.-I had thine by our frd. Mary Dannester, d h  
the pair of gloves to Johnne, which both pleased and fitted him well. 
I wns well pleased to hewe of yr well doing while at that place of 
I I I Y  pleasure, poor Pennsbury, which I like for a place better than 
I Ii:~ve ever yet lived at, and I hope since '16 lett, (wl~ich to be sure 
James (Logan) does to our advantage,) it will be kept as it deserves, 
nnd be fitt to receive me, if the Lord please to make way for our 
urrning thither qxin.  My dear father has been dangerous ill, which 
hurry'd Ine to 13ristoll lutely. There I sow thy brother, who haa 
three children, and thrives in person nnd trade. 

Wit11 true lore to thee and thy husband, and honest friend Jane, 
re~nnin thy friend, W. P. 



Gnenie Park. Mrs. Hart, an  *aged lady, remembered the park 
when, in the ailluence and circumstance of the C;nenie family, it 
stocked with deer, and when all the woods, of five l~undred acres, 
was cleared of underwooJ, and through the whola were several open 
avenues, (since grown up.) One place only W;IS left uncleared, 
called the fhicket. T h e  place rvas surrounded by privet hedge. 
Miss Stedmm, n.110 d~ve l t  with, and survived Mrs. Furguson, the 
talented daughter of Doctor Gmme, retaiued all the poetic and otl~er 
papers of Nrs. Foguson, ancl at the death of Niss Sted~nan, the 
papers fell into tho l~ands of Mr. Sn~i th ,  of Lehn~an  and Sntitl~, 
druggists in Philadelphia. Blrs. Furguaon was a remarkably ready 
talker, even when a very aged woman, ond always talked well. 
She  was 1:abitually called " Lady Furguson" by the neigl~bours of 
Gmnle Park. This  wme place \vassold to French, in IS%, as apoor 

antz, at n very small price. Sic t r m d  gloria nzunrli! Blrs. 5 urguson, it will be remembered, wns the lady \vho was enployed. 
as it  was said, to offer the Eritish bribe to Governor Read. 

Lancaster was laid out as a town in 1728. 
I n  1729 Lancaster county was erected out of port of Chester county 

T h e  German settlers, in consequence of the new county being formed, 
applied to the proper authorities for leave to enjoy the rights and 
privileges of British subjects, which mas granted. T h e  law con- 
taining their nnmes and their petition is signed by Enlanuel Zimmer- 
man, (now Carpenter,) in behalf of others. A large number of Irish 
emigrants settled at Pequea, also sundry Welsh. 

A court l~ouse and prison is begun at Postlewaite's, and 2300 
wore lent i ~ y  the governor upon bills of credit to defray the same. 
3300  additional were afterwards lent to the same object. 

1780, Stephen htliineon built a fulling mill at great expense upon 
tlre Conestoga, but the inIrabitants on the upper part of the creek 
assen~bled i~nd pulled down the dam, ns it prevented them from 
rafting and fishing. Mr. Atkinson then altered his dam with 20 feet 
passage for boats and fish. 

I n  1731 agreat excitement was caused throughout the settlements, 
by the shameful murder of three Indians, by the settlers on S w t a m  
creelc. This creek was called after n town in Ireland, by Mr. Pat- 
terson, one of the original settlen. 

In 1732 a violent contest for n member of assembly took place 
between Andrew Grtlbraith and John Wright. On that occasion Mrs. 
Galbraitl~ rode throughout the town at the head of a numerous band 
of horsemen, friends of her husband. I n  consequence of her 
nctivity, Iier husband was elected. 

I n  1734 an Episcopal church was built in Conestoga, fifteer. 
miles from Lnncaster. T h e  mme year a Lutbemn cl~urch wns 
h i l t  in Lnncaster. , 



Tlie sent of Justice is removed from Postlewaite's to Lanwter,  
which last place, H d t o n  laid out at the request of the proprie 
ron'ea. 

In  1739, at the request of the Scots Plqsbyterinn ministers nnd 
people, they were excused from "kissing the book," when giving 
their evidence on oath; the prnctice being contrary to the doctrine 
ond worship of the church of Scotland. 

In  1742, a number of Germans mted  that they hrtd emigmted 
from Europe by an invitation from the proprietaries, and b e i i  a> 

.tnched to the Om&h doctrioes, and that being conscientioue ae to 
oaths, they cannot procure nntunlization by the present lowe. 
Whereupon a law was made in cooformity with their request 
[These Omish people wear long beards like the Donkards, but Lave 
no places of worship, save lheir own private houses, and always rs- 
tiring to a private and retired place, wben inclined to prny. They 
have been excused from juries, in criminal cases, from their known 
inclination to ilcquit in m e s  of taking life.] 

I n  1742, at an election to supply the vacancy of Thomas Linley, 
the Irish compelled the sheriff to receive such tickets as h e y  itpprored, 
and to make a return accordingly. T h e  assembly cnncelled or so 
altered the return xi to give the seat to Samuel Ulunston. 

Note.-The proprietaries, in consequence of tlie frequent. dis. 
turbances between the governor and Irish settlers, after the o w  
nization of Yorkand Cumberland counties, e r e  orders 10 tljeir agenta 
to sell no lands in either York or Lancaster counties to the Irish; 
and also to make advantageous offers of removal to :he Irish settlers 
on Paston and Swatam, and Donegal townships, to remove to Cum- 
berland county, which onen being liberal, mere accepted by many. 
'&Du veriluchter Irischer" used to be n frequent ejuculalion of re- 
proach in former days. 

In  1774, 7vIurlinncellin, an Indian chief, murdered Jolm Arm- 
strong and his two men on Juniatn, and was apprehended by C a p  
tnin Jack's party, but released after a confinement of s e v e d  rnonthe 
in Lancrrster prison. 

This year a treaty was made with the Indians, in Lancaster, by 
Conrnd Weiser, interpreter and ngent, kc .  

John Musser complnined to the governor that the Indians barked 
his walnut trees, which stood in the town, designing h e  balk tu 
coven to their cabins; he asked 26 for damages, and was gmnted $3. 

In 1M5, the Episcopnl church was partly completed. 
In  the year 1745, the German pastor of the Lut l~erm church 

(built in 1734) united a portion of his congregation with the Mo- 
mvians. A. qea t  ferment was excited among tlie Lutherans. T h e  
Luthenils alleged that they were compelled to hear a doctrine which 
they did not approve, or else to resign their cllurch. 

T h e  dark swvnmp," once in the centre of Lancaster, was attempt- 
ed to he cleared of wood, and a dntin made to cony off the water. 

I n  1749, James Webb complained to the geneml nssernbly of 
10 



the undue election and return of a member from Lancaszer county, 
and statiug it was doue by riolence,and by many pewons voting five 
to ten times serernlly, ntdiing 2300 votej out of 1000! Tlm 
election ~vos confirn~ed, but the managing officers were brought to 
the house and repriti~uded. 

In 1'751, at a large meeting held at Lancoster, it wos resolved that 
a house of e~ttployment should be erected specially for the use of 
settlers, who had severely sulTered from the hnrdships of new settlers 
nnd from the 11o:tilities of Indians. A farm was procured and dso 
implements for nmnufacturing, &c. They made stockings there, 
which soon gnve celebrity to Lancaster in that article. 

In I i fS ,  the freemen of the county, by m w n  of the badness of 
the roads to Philadelphin, in spring and.fd1, pmy to be excused from 
attendance there in the supreme court, and request n county court 
in lieu thereof. 

In 1759, in consequence of the distracted stnte of the country by 
Indian cruelties and French hostilities, a b m c k  was erected in 
Lancaster, to contain 500 men, for the security of the country. 

A petition of 1763, by se~tlera along the Conestoga, complains of its 
d m s ,  as destroying the former fishery of shad, salnzon and rock fish, 
which were before in abundance, and the tributary streams had 
plenty of trout,--all now gone. 

I n  1764 occurred the terrible mnssacre of the Indians in the prison 
of Lancrrster, where they were placed for security. A company of 
fifty men from Pmton, with blackened faces, anned and mounted, 
entered the town In full gal!~p, went to the prison and erected their 
cruel purposes. They had before destroyed the town of Conestoga 
manor, murdered six of the Indians, and burnt the lace! f T h e  Ephnla  institution near Lancaster has hit ~er to  been little 
understood; prejudice has sewed to distort fncts in the case, so that, 
from Cnrey's Aluseum,-in an article written by a British officer, down 
through Hannah Adan~s"~ View," kc. ,  Buclc's Tl~eological Diction- 
ury, and even the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, there has been 
a succession of ~nisconceptions and mistatements concerning the 
community. They had nevertheless tnits of chwtcter, which might 
redound more to the credit of the stnte and themselves than has 
been hitherto appreciated. For  many yean the institution was the 
seat of learning and the finearts; and Inany families of Philadelphia 
and Baltimore resorted thither to have thcir children educated; and 
well the children loved the brotherhood. I t  con~ained some of the 
most learned men of the colony. Peter nliller, the prior, wns etn- 
ployed by the government, and translated the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence into seveu different languages, to be sent to the courts of 
Europe. They had one of the first printing presses in the spte;  
nnd for a period of twenty years, did more book-printing than IVCU 
done elsewhere in the whole province; and more original worh  
were written and pn'nled,at Ephratn, during the time it flourished, 
than in any province of the union! Thjirst Sallatlr sdwob too, on 
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record, =as established there: for as early as 1740, full forty yearn 
earlier than Robert Raikes' much applauded system was known in 
England, this one at  Ephliltir was begun by Ludmi Rrecker 
and others, which continued under good auspices, down to the 
year 1777. 

&Iu3ic mas much cultivated; B e r s s ~ ~  was a first rate musician 
and composer. I n  composing scrcred music he took his style from 
the music of nature; nnd the whole, comprisingseveral large volu~nes, 
are founded on the tones of the B o l i m  harp-the singing is the 
Bol ian harp harmonized. I t  is very peculiar in its style and con- 

' cords. .rind in its execution. T h e  tones issuinz from the choir imi- 
0 

tale very soft instrumental music; conveying a sofrness and devotion 
almostsunerhumnn to the auditor. Their music isset in two. four.Gve. , , 
and sevei paris. All the parts, save the bass, are led and sung ex- 
clusively by females, the men being confined to the b m ,  which is 
set in two parts, the high nnd low bass--the latter resembling the 
deep tones of the organ, and the first, in coabination with one of 
the female parts, is an excellent imitation of the concert horn. T h e  
whole is sung on the falsetto voice, the singem scarcely opening 
their mouths, or moving: their lips, which throws the voice up to the 
ceiling, which is not hgh,  ar,d the tones, which seem to be more 
than human, at least so far from common church singing, appear to 
be entering from above, and hovering over the heads o f  the assembly. 
Their sing~ng so charmed the commissioners who were sent to 
visit the society by the English government, after the French war, 
that they requested a copy to be sent to the Royal family in England; 
which was cheerfully complied with,and which I understand isstill 
preserved in the National Library. About twelve months nf tenvds 
a box was received of three or four feet long, and two or two and an 
half wide, contlining a present in return. What the present was is 
not now certainly known-none having seen it but FRIEDSAM nnd 
JABEZ, who was then prior, and into whose care it wns consigned. 
I t  wos buried secretly by him, with the advice of BEISSEL. I t  ia 
supposed, by a hint given by JABEZ, that it ww imnges of the king 
and ueen, in full costume, or imnges of the Saviour on the cross, 
and t 71 e Virgin n l q ;  supposing as many in this country have erro- 
neonsly thought, that the peopYe of Ephrata possess many of the 
Catholic principles and feelings. T h e  king, at  whose instance they 
were sent, wils a German, and we mny presume that he considered 
that they retained the same views as the monnslic institutions of 
Europe. They hove nenrly a thousand pieces of music, a piece 
being composed for every hymn. This music is lost entirely now, 
at Ephmtil-not the music books, but the style of singing: they 
never attempt it any more. I t  is, however,still preserved nnd finely 
executed, though in n faint degree, at StwwI~ill, near the Antietam 
creek, in Fmnklin cwnty, of this stnte; where there is a bmnch of 
the society, and whic11 is now the principnl settlement of the Seventh 
Day Raptiate. They greatly outnumber the people of Ephrntn, and 
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are in a very flourishing condition. There they keep up  the insw 
tution as originally established at  Ephratn, and are growing rapidly 
Their singing, wltich is weak in comparison with the old Ephmta 
choir, and may be likened to the perfoniinnce of an  overture by a 
rnusicrl box, with its execution by a full orcl~eetn in the opem 
house, is so peculiar and affecting, that when once h a d ,  it can never 
be forgotten. 

T h e  P e p c a  zr~IIq, besides having been the loved home of the 
Delawares. is still the chosen and fruitful region of their successors. 
the prosperous fitrmers of Lancaster county. At the l ist  selt1emen! 
of the countr, it was selected as the preferred residence of sundry . 
ficnch f a 1 1 1  of the persecuted Huguenots. They  bore the nnmes 
of Dubois, 13oileau, Lnrrous, Leferre; and some of their descerltl- 
nnts remain there to the present day. A large quarto Bible, \vhicl~ 
Isaac Leferre bronght with him from France at  tl~at. time, is now 
in the possession of John C. Lefevre, Esq., and held iw a prizcxl 
relic. The  aforewid nnn~es were dso  united with those of Charles 
D e  La Noe, a ininister, and Andrew Dore, and sonle otl~er French- . 
men, who 11nd come out under the influence of William Perm. 
to form nixyards, and to cultivate pa?es, trp the Scl~rr~ll;ill." 
They, Iiowerer, not succeeding to their esqxctation, felt prepared to 
wail theniselres of a chnnge to the I'eqrrea v;~lley, wl~ich  as pro- 
duced by the arrival, in 1710-13 of dladante 11Iur-y # h e ,  n widow 
Indy, having with her three sons and tl~ree daugl~ters, anti cotniw s to 
 his land to seek a peaceful asylum from the persecutions of religlcus 
il~tolerance abroad. She hxl  just lost her husband, n ~cn t l en~ im of 
enhence  in France, by such pe~secu~ion; and reaclltng England 
for refuge, she found friendship in Willian~ Pel111 and Queen Anne, 
by whoni she was aided in her embarkation for Anlericn. 5!ie 
became possessed of four thousand acres of the best land i r i  Pequea, 
recumnlended by Penu's agent, in this country, to her special notice: 
two thousind acres of wl~icli culne by gpnt,  and the sther two 
tl~ousand acres by purchase. T o  this plnce all those Z.>e?tcI~ pcoplc 
nTellt for settle~nent~and were there heartily we~c..~ned by the 1ndi;w 
king, Tanawa. When he died, soon after, all the Hnguenots nttcnded 
Itis burial; and his grwe was marked with n pile of stones, \vl~ich 
long remained to mark the place,-on sv11at is now called L a  Fuyette 
hill, near Pandise. T h e  church of All Saints now stands on what 
was the Indian burial ground. 

T h e  nanie of nladatne Feree is still remembered and venerated 
in the neigl~bourliood of Paradise, where she settled? nnd gave, by . 
gnnt  of deed to trustees, the ground for general burial, us now used 
by the people there. 

Isaac Leferre. before named. had lost both his paren& bv the 
nt-cre in  Fknce ,  and he &rived at ~h i lnde~p l i~a ,  a y o n d ~  of 
seventeen, in 1666; aftenvnrde lie became,tl~e husbnlid of Catharine, 
the daughter of Madame Feree, nnd their son, by this rnarr iqp was 
theJirst lorn white cllild in Pesuea. Philip Feree married Leab a 





daughter of dbmharn Dubois. One of the Ferees became n Friend. 
I have been indebted for sundry of these facts, to R Conyng 
hnm, Eq . ,  who hns made llimself ncquainted with !hem by his 
residence in the town of Parndisa 

This place, now the aeat of government, wm origin:dly located 
nod settled by John Harris, nod the place wns founded, in L762,Lty 
his son, John Harris, Jun'r. T h e  son of the latter, Robert Harris, 
now alive at  the nge of seventy years, hns informed me of many 
facts connected with his family and the original settlement I herein 
relate them, much in the.mnnner I received them from himself, 
&a vow, in the year 1835, when visiting the place. Considering 
how recently it was but an Indinn wild, and now so populous and 
richly settled as the growing seat of govenammlt, it cannot but prove 
interesting to the reader, as being in itself a proof of the vnried 
enlargement and advancement of our prosperous country, to wit: 

John Harris the first, and his wife Esther, the first settlers here 
sat down as Indian tnders on the frontier while the Indians wers 
still settled in their town close by,at the mouth of the P~wton creek. 
Nany of their graves were in Harris' orchard. They were both born 
in Yorkshire, England, and came out to Philadelp1~ia ns first emi- 
p n t s  with IVillinm Penn. H e  died in advanced age, in 1'749. His 
wife sun~ired him ten years, having married +in to IVilliam Clies- 
ney, a resident on the other side of the river. 

Robert hils heard his gnndfather and gnndmother Reed, in 
Hanorer, fourteen miles o r ,  (where they bad a stockade defence,) 
tell of the Indian alarms, and of the people running in for protec- 
tion ; they had seen some tomahawked. 

T h e  first lots in town were valued by commis.ioners at  from 10 to 
360. 

From the market house bnck to the hills, and up to, and over the 
state house hill, wvns in woods when he was a boy. 

He, Robert Harris, wns born in the present stone house, in 1768. 
T h e  other old house stood six or seven years aftenvards, ns a kind 
of store-house. Two hundred people at a time cnme there to stop 
to find boats, k c . ,  to go on with. H e  has seen three different houaes, 
here, one hundred and fifty feet long, filled with slcins. 

T h e  fields cultivated were cleared before he was born, and were 
bnck of this house, and from the river to beyond the market house. 

H e  thinks that John Harris saw William Penn here, or nt Conois 
creek; he always heard that he (Willintn Penn) visited him on the 
Susquehattna; and that he did much business for Penn's interest, 
and even tnllced of buying lands of him, over on the other side, 
down to the Yellow Breeches creek. 

T h e  wild turkeys and the deer were plenty in the revolution. 
They used to have ns many of the former as they chose to nlioot 
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H e  and nis father have killed as many ns twenty bears seen cr~&ng 
the river. 

The  Paston boys assembled here ; they came from Cumberland 
and %anover, and even as far ns Franklin. John Hams, the second, 
tried to prevent them. Col. Smith was their principal man, and 
CoL Wilson Smith, of Wnlerford, in Erie county, of the legislature, 
is his son. 

Esther Hams, up near Juniah, must have been John Hams' 
wife; she was resolute, masculine, capable of writing, and mas the 
best trader of the two. Would bos Indian chiefsy ears if they got - - 
drunk and unruly. 

She camed her son John, born in 1726, to Christ church, i n '  
Philadelphia, to be baptized ; he  died in 1791, nged isty.five. H e  
was the first born white c i~ikl  hereabout, and the father of the present 
Robert ~n r r i s .  

H e  had not his title confirmed by Shippen until 1733, but bought 
long before; it was about $5 per hundred ucres, at  first at 50s. 

There was an Indian town opposite to Harris' ferry, just where 
arc heaps of muscle shells-they ute them much; another town was 
nt the mouth of Canodoquinet creek, two ndes  above; and them ~~ - ~ 

was one below, about twdmiles, at  the mouth of Yellow Breeches, 
or HalJeman's bridge, which wns once James Chartier's landing, 
Indian agent. 

H e  has heard that they could assemble here seven hundred people 
.by firing a g u n - 4 1  came over then to this side. 

They had n battle at  Ndconoy, six miles this side of Shamokin, 
John Hums, the second, was along; one hundred went up from 
here to inquire, they surprised the party on the return, and killed 
sixteen to twenty men. John Harris, the second, in crossing the 
river had the Inan behind him, n dorlor, shot ofl: 

At the old church at Pructon, under Parson Elder, three milea from 
Hamsburg,on the road to Reading, tuey used to take guns and stack 
them while in the church. A party of Indians came and hid them- 
selves for a meek, to attack them; they lost two ns  prisoners, who 
told the fact. They shot at some on their return ; killed imd wounded 
some. They broke Major Burnert's arm, he died five years ago only. 

Robert Hams has seen five hundred pack-hones nt n time in 
Carlisle, going thence to Shippenburg, kc .  

T h e  toad from John Harris', on the Susquehanna, in or near 
Paxton, towards Philadelphia, by way of Lancaster and Chester 
countics, was procured, in 1736, by petitions of sundry inhabitants 
in said counties. 

John Harris, the first, iu buried at  the mulberry tree before hie 
house, and close to the block-house on the river bauk. H e  had 
seven children. ThisRobert Harris snw the remains of the block- 
house and stockade-were old when he was young. 

T h e  large Btone housp where he dwells was built in 1766, by hi 
fat he^, J d m  Harris, the second. 



His grimclfather, John Hnrris, had a stocknde round his old house 
(in front of the present one.) There on Indian enrne in with his 
gun, and fired upon the British officer therein ; his gun flnshed. Hie 
pndmother, then there, blew out the cnndle for concealment Thii 
wns in the log-house before the present residence* 

John Hams, the first, and his wife, who came from Yorkshire, 
were nt first livers nt Philadelphia He  often ossisted nt clenring 
lnnds in and about Philadelphia He  moved to Chester county; 
then to a place above Lancnster, at the mouth of Cnnoy creek-the 
=me place where Hnldeman's mills now are, three miles above Co- 
lumbia Then moved up to his place &out a quarter of n mile 
below here ; then moved here for the sake of being nearer the ferry. 
It wns n ford in summer time, and chosen bemuse of the better 
lunding on the other side. 

There were troops at the block-house, and furnished guards to 
travellers. Seven1 tnvellers were occnsionnlly wounded ; scme 
killed. Robert lras seen one mnn that ww scalped above Sunbury, 
and one here aftcnvards. 

The Indians came to John Harris' trading store to get rum and 
ammunition; a party got angry and tied him to the tree to burn him, 
for refusing more rum. Another party came and relensed him. He  
valued the tree, and requested to be buried there; also two of his 
children are there. His faithful old black man wus not buried there, 
(ns some tnlk,) but where the ne70 Methodist church is built, nenr by. 

He got money of Mrs. Lo,pn7s mother, nt Chester, md &led to 
pny interest once a year. 

John Harris procured his ntent of Shippen, in 1733. But the 
land wns purchnsed much ear f ier. 

John Harris owned nll the town ground, eight to nine hundred 
acres ; it was hid out in 1785, nnd sold off in fee simple. Lots in . 
town sold first at 10 to 315, but now some would bring 2800 dollm 
to 6000 dollars! Robert Hams sold his family mansion and ground, 
in 1535, to Elder, for 6000 dollnrs, built in 1766. 

The first old loghouse ~ v n s  gone before Robert Harris ~ v n s  born 
He saw the orchnrd there, d l  killed since, one old cherry tree only 
is standing. 

There are seven1 present log-houses still in the town, but now 
weather-boarded. Houses here are genernlly brick of two stories; 
seven1 of white fmme. The bridge across to M7Clay's island, in 
two divisions, done 1816-began three yeam before. This is the 
only stone house, sove that of M'Clny at the other end, in the 
town. It is very large, and fronts the river at the lower end. 

His gnndmother rode once on ugency to Philndelphin, the snme 
horse, in one day! At one time, when at Big Island, on tmde, and 
hearing of her husbnnd's illnascr, 4-3 cnme down in o day and a 
night in a bark canoe1 

' We give m a w  d tb following notitin, tram msmmda we had mrde when a* 
Herriaburg.4. F. N. 



His ,mndhther hrmed Gelds; he was the first n h o  used a plougb 
along the Susquehanna H e  was a bresver in E~yland.  

The  Indians went away to Shamokin and Seeling's Grove, and 
Muncey, and there lived, while John Hams, the Gnt, lived dorm 
here. He tnded for furs. Robert Hams often saw many fa mi lie^ 
in bark canoes come down here to trade, and go down to Lnnczter. 
Harrisburg built up very fast, even in the first year; five to six hun- 
dred people in three years. Government came here in lS09-10. 

Esther Harris laid the foundation of the brick house, now Carson's, 
five ~niles up the Susquehanna When the Indians made an inva- 
sion they shunned to attack it, because the scdold holes in the 
walls scared them o r ,  as supposing rl~ey were loop holes for guns! 

One of the Harrises was a &Id de~-il,of great agility and strength, 
who liked to encounter five or sis Indians at  once at grip and 
wrestle. H e  could beat them too, at their play at foot ball. 

Once Esther Harris showed her courage and management, when 
on on occasion of sending her maid up stairs she put her lighted 
candle: into a powder cask as a stnntl, upon a sudden call down. 
stairs, thinking it was fiasseed ! Mrs. Harris ran up  and took it out 
carefully wid1 her own hands. 

June 19th. 1733, Shekallamv, a chief. by Connd Weiser, ns in- 
terpreter, said, that' he had lgoke, togethe; with ~assoonru; sent e 
letter to John Harris, to desire him to desist from making a plantn- 
tion at  the mouth of Cltoniafa, (Junintn,) where Harris had only 
built that house for carrying on his tmde, that his plantation, on 
which he has houses, barus, kc., at P a t o n ,  is hisptace of duelling, 
and that he has no zmrrant for any settlement at Clroniata, nnd 
might have only intended to clear some land to raise corn for his 
horses, but that they should give the necessary orders in it. Shekal- 
Inrny,ncting for the Six Nations, thcn said, Ile had no ill will to John 
Harris, but that he is afraid that tk e warriors of the Six Nations! in 
pasing there, will see it and take it ill. 

Mrs. Esther Harris, wns an excellent srvinlmer, and could use fire 
arms like a hunter. Even her gnndaugl~ter, Mrs. Mary Ham, the 
widow of Gen. Hana, who is now alive, nged about sixty-eight, 
could swim half across the river, and has lenrned sereml girls of her 
day to swim, as seen by Mr. Fahnestodi. 

T h e  Indians mere all great friends to John Hrun's, and afterwarde 
became as friendly to his wife. 

A letter from the j~lstices of the peace in Berlts county, of the 23d 
July, 1 5 ,  sent esprcss to Governor Norris, signed by e o n n d  
Weiser cnti nve others, says, as all our Protestant inhabitants are 
very uneasy at the behapiour of !he Romnn Catholics, who arp 
numerous in this county, some of whom show fired joy at the bad 
news lately come frbm the army, we hnve thought it our duty lo 
inform your honour, and to ask that they may be disarmed. We 
have renson to believe that those who live in Cussnhoppe~~, believed 
to be now preeent Summany town, where they have a very magnili 



cent chnpel, and have had large procmions, have lad clesi$n.?, nnd 
besides it is reported nnd believed generully, that in hat, neghbour- 
hood there nre thirty Indians lurking for prey and well urmed. 
p h i s  is nnother reason, perhaps, why the people of Punon, &c., 
nll Scotch-Irish Presbytennns, believed that heir  own Indians were 
m ; s d  and made hostile, as especting great support from distant 
11;dians in the French and pnpnl pny nndinterest] 

A letter from the Rev. John Elder, of Pu ton ,  to h e  secretary, 
R. Peters. 

I have just now received nn express, iniorming me 111at out of a 
smdl  party on gunrd last night in Tullyhoe's gap of the mountain, 
five were killed and two wounded. Such shocking accounts we 
frequently receive, nnd though we an: careful to transmit them to 
Philadelphin, and remonstrnte and petition from time to time, yet to 
no purpose, so thnt we seem to be given up into the hands of o - - 
merciles enemy. 

There are within this few weeks uowards of forty of his majesty's 
subjects massacred on the frontiers of;his and ~u&berland co;ntiks, 
besides n great nmany carried into captivity, and yet nothing but 
unseasonable debntes between t l ~ e  two pnrties of our legislature, 
instcad of uniting on some probable scheme for the protection of the 
province. What may be the end of these tliinga, God only linows; 
but 1 redly fear that unless vigorous methods are speedily used, we 
in these baelt sefflemenh will unnvoidnbly full n sacrifice, nnd h i e  
pnrt of the province be lost. 

If I have expressed my sentiments with too much warmth, you 
mill be kind enough to pnrdon me, ns it proceeds from a henrty 
r e y d  to the public good. 

Sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ELDER 

he subscriber was the first minister of the I'wton church.] 
hnd also n colonel's con,miss~on-was born in Ireland, 

yenra minister of the Presbyterian church. 

"The Hying rnmours pther'd as they roll'd, 
Scarce any cale was sooner heard than told ; 
And nll who told it, addinn something new, 
And dl who heard it, maze enlargement too!r1 

Letter from Edwnrd Biddle, at Rending, to his father, J m w  
Biddle, in Philndelphin. 

I nm in so much horror and confusion, I scnrce know what I am 
writing, [nt Sunday, one o'clock.] T h e  drum is beating to arms, 
a i d  the bells ringing, and d l  the eople under nrms. This moment 

P P ex ress hns nrrived from Michae Reiss, nt Tulpehoccnn, eighteen 
mi es OK, who lefl. about thirty of their people engaged with nn 
equnl number of Indinns nt soid Wise'. This night we expect nu 



attack. Truly danning is our situaiion. The  people exclaim 
ampinst tlle Quakers, and are xarce restnined from burning t h  
houses of those few who are in this town. Oh my country! My 
bleeding country !-Ny love to sister and Jemmy. 

Your affectionate son, 
E. BIDDLE. 

Peter Spycker, writing from Tulpehoccan, says that the people, 
hearing a tiring, and running there, found the Indians (four) sitting 
on children scalpin: them: three of them are dead and two alive 
without scalps. Thence went to the rvatcli-house of Derrick Sixth, 
and found six dead bodies, four being scalped. They have burned 
four plantations. 

I n  council. 25th Augst .  1757.-A petition was received from 
the inbabihrh of the iowdship of P&lon, setting forth that the 
?vacudng of fort Hu7zfer is of great disadvantage to them, that fort 
Halifax is not necessary to secure the conlnlunication with fort 
Augusta, and is not so proper a station for the batteaux pariies na ' 

fort Hunter, praying that the governor mould please to fix a sufficient 
number of men at  Hunter's, under the command of nn active oficer, 
with strict orders to nnge the frontier;; daily. I t  is said at same time 
that fort Halifax was built by Colonel Clapham, without the orders 
of Governor Morris, and is in a bad situation, where none could be 
protected by it in batteau partied, it haviug no command of the 
,channel. Although the fort or block-house at Hunter's (mills) wna 
not tenable, being hastily erected and not finished, yet it \vas he 
best situation upon the river for every wrvice, as well as for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers. 

I n  September, 1755, Conrad Weiser, in his letter to the governor, 
states that on the 7th inst., he went Ly orders to meet the Indians at  
John Harris' ferry. H e  found severid had gone up the river to settle 
about Shamokin. H e  found there, hoaever, "the Belt" and 
Seneca George, and fire or E ~ X  other elderly men, and fifty or sixty 
others. The  Belt said the Six Nations were now resolved to revenge 
the death of Bmddock, and drive away  he French, which the 
great general could not do because of pride and olstinay, and for 
which the most High bad thus punished him." 

Hurris' ferry, the 6th January, 1756. T h e  governor, R. H. Morris, 
held a tredty here, I~aving Conrad Weiser as interpreter, and James 
Htimilton, Richard Peters and Joseph Fox, con~missior~ers, present; 
the Belt of Wampum and the Broken Thigh, with their families, 
:he former a Seneca, the other a Mohock, which was adjourned to 
Carlisle, because of only one house at Harris' to accomn~odate them. 
At Carlisle, they were also joined by John EInndton and William 
,Logan, and by Mr. George Croghan, from his residenceat Aucquick, 
[also Awkwick.] 

Mr. Hamilton informed the council. that in November. 1765. he 
rrno at John Harris', and finding the 'people collected diere in'the 



utmost confusion, and in continual fear of being fallen upon by a 
large body of French and Indians, who mere said to have passed the 
Allegheny hills in their march towards this province, he was induced 
to offer a great r e w d  to h o w ,  (Silver Heels,) to go up the east side 
of Swjuelianna as far as Shamokin, to ascertain tlle facts in the 
w e ,  and he being since returned m d  now present, wns asked to 
relnte the facts of his journey. H e  hod gone ns far as Nescopecka, 
where he found one hundred and forty warriors in their dance, and 
who expressed much anger %dust the English, and an intention tc 
full upon them to the east\\-cud. 

Abraham Horn, of Northampton, and Peter Fniley. of Grwick- 
burgh, (now dead,) were the leading and influential persons, who 
most caused lice renwvalof the salt of government from Philadelphia 
to Lancaster, by a resolution of March, 1799. They were supported 
by the members from Bucks county, and all along the Delaware, 
(so says secretary Trimbull.) 

T h e  subject had been before ngikted seven1 times, and it would 
have been corried on one occasion, but, for the c a i n g  vote of John 
Channon, of Huntingdon, in the senate. 

T h e  sale of the state lands was procured by the influence of ban- 
quedng parries, and good suppers, by " the committees of vigilance," 
so called, and sime called borers, so first named after 1812, at Harris- 
burg. This measure gave great ofTence to many back ilembera 

T h e  luost ofreusive case, and most prominent as a filld and lead- 
ing measure of removal, was the case of the removal of the court of 
'uslice in Wayne county to Bethany. This was procured by old 
$mnuel Preston, (died in 1936,) a surveyor and pnstmmter, who 
acted in Wayne county as agent for Henry Drinker's lallds. T h e  
last was a Philadelphian. 

When they went to Lancaster, it was called a temporary object, 
for ten years only. They continued there until 1812. 

T h e  Paxton boys, being memonble in their day, and being often 
spoken of in these pqes,  we here add some special facts concerning 
them, to wit: Thomas Elder, u gentleman of the bur at Harrisburg, 
now about seventy-five years of 'age, tells me tlmt his fiuher, the 
Rev. Mr. Elder, rode after the Punton boys, and got at their head to 
turn then] back, and they declared they would shoot him down 
They were generidly from Hnnorer, fourteen miles OK They took 
mcrament at the I'axton church, before going. 

Elder's father was a Scotch-Irish Presbyterian minister, the first 
for Poxton church. H e  came from Ireland to it, about the year 
1732; lived to be eighty-died in 1792, and had been the minister 
tl~ere sixty years. The  Indians came twice to destroy his congrega- 
tion, in time of worship; one time they hid about, seeliing heir  
chance, for a week; but having come on Monday, nnd Ii~ying about 
no long, they had to go away ; In doing eo they killed and wounded 
some whom they met. Major Burnett mas wounded in his arm. 
T w o  prisoners who escrped told these things. At another time, 



they saw all the congegation bring their arms rnd stack them at the 
door. One of their priaoners escaped 2nd p r e  the nlann, and they .. 
mere repulsed with sonle blood on both sides. Xr. Elder remembers 
serenl Indian families s~i l l  near here in his early days. 

Mr. Fol~nestoclr, aged sixty-sis, r e n ~ e n l b e ~  to hare seen s e r e d  
of the leaders of the Paxton boys; he named Stewart. Colhoun, 
Smith, and D~ckey. T11k last \\as the gmr~dfiltl~er of the present 
Robert Dickey, who is doorkeeper to the senate. T l ~ g  lived to be 
nged men, in and about Harrisburg. 

T l ~ e  Lore rock, near Bl'Cloy's house, was a place of Indian 
teso-t and council-part of it has been blown off. 

A letter from Harris, Conrad \Veiser,dated June 30, 1755, at 
Pmton, to wit : 

LLI am sorry that I hare  occasion to inform you of such me1ancholy 
news. On Monday, the P2d i n s ~ .  was killed and scalped hree  
persons by Indians, near our fort, at Wills' creek. [\Vills' creek was 
near Chambersburg.] And within three days after, upwards of 
twenty of our inllab~tants hare been killed or taken near Fort Cum- 
berland. William Cl~esney is come home, WIIO saw a l i t& boy in 
our fort a110 was scalped last week, and likely to live. In  short 
there seems to be nothing but desolation on the Potowmac. There 
mns not scarce on hour since the a rn~y  marched, hut n e w  of alarm 
comes down the road, tl,at it will probably be stopped by the enemy; 
one soldier was found upon it killed. Our mcn brclia?rs are slro?rghj 
atspecled for several reasons; first their deserting our army, all 
except about sis  men, and also, by English goods or arms found on 
one lndian killed last week by one W'illiarns, \vl~ich articles were 
delivered but lately out of our fort to Indians then there. I think it 
advisable that you should uee endeavours to find out, if our own 
Indians are concerned, so that we might with the least delay, lq 
some sclremes Jor revenge, before they can find time to use us as 
they have done our fellow subjects and acquaintances. W e  need 
men to be directly raised for our defence, and to guard p~ovisions, 
&c., to ollr camp arid army." le foregoing letter s l ~ o ~ r s  perhaps 
the grounds of r l~e  massacre of t P" le Conestoga Indians by the Paxton 
boys. They believed too, that the two or three persons killed at 
Quitepnhillil, noi far from Harris' ferrv, eighteen ndes  towards 
Reading. were destroyed by their own Indians, just before they went 
OK John Harris above was son of the first John Harris, an  original 
settler.] 

A letter from John Harris, at  Pnxton, October 29,1755, to Edward 
Shippen, Esq., Lancaster, says: 
" We espect the enemy upon us every dny, and the inllabihnts 

are abandoning their plantations, being greatly discouraged at  the 
approach of such a nunlbcr of cruel savnges, and no present sign of 
assistnnce. I had a certain account of fifteen hundred French and 
Indians being on their march against us ml  Virginia: and now close 



upon our borders; their scouts scnlping our families on our frontiers 
daily. Andrew Montour nnd others at Sha~nokin, desired me LC 
take care, that there wns a party of forty Indians out many days, a d  
inlended to bunt TI,!/ I~ouse and  destroy myself andfamily- I have 
this day cut loop holcs in tny house, at:d an: detern~ined to hold out 
to the 1 s t  estretnity if I can get some men to stand by me. But 
fern can be had at present, as every one is in fear of their own 
families being cut OK every hour. Great part of thc Suquehanna 
Indians are no doubt actually in the French interest, artd I am 
mforrned that a French officer is expected at Sltamokin this week 
with n party of Delawares and Shawnese, no doubt to t n b  posses- 
rion of our her. We  should raise men immediately to build a fort 
up the river to take possession, and to induce some Indians to join 
us. We  ought dso to insist on the Indians to declare for or against 
us, and as soon ns we are prepared for them, we should lid up the 
scabs, and keep our zoods full of our people upon the scout, else 
they mill ruin our province, for tlrey arc a dreadful e n ~ ~ ~ y !  I 
have sent out two Indian spies to Sllarnokin ; they are RIol~amks. 
[John Hanis went up with a party of forty men to tnske discoveries, 
and to fight as far ns Shamokin, they there saw strange Indians 
painted and dancing, and received advice from Andrew Montour to 
hasten back, and by the longest route on the enstern side, but they 
chose the western, and were attacked, and lost hnlf a dozen of their 
men, kc.] 

Paxton wns the earliest name; it nt first embraced seven1 town- 
ships now nearest to it. T h e  present Thon~as  Elder, Esq., remem- 
bers when there \vw but one Gem~an family in all the country. 
T h e  first settlers were all Scotch-Irish. T l l e~ r  minister, Mr. Elder, 
wns also o colonel at the same time-thus showing what a fighting 
mce they must l~ave all been against the heathen. 

I visited Paston church, built of lime-stone, quite old. T h e  
gmveyard near, is surrounded by o good stone wall, and has many 
headstones. T h e  totnbstones of marble, were of James and John 
Horn's, William M'Clay, William Wnllace, Hugh Wilson, Get. 
Simpson, Thotnns Forster, I<rnuch, Kclso. T h e  Re:. John Elder 
had n do~tble width of marble. There are headstones of Duncans, 
Stephens, Acols, Fulton-this last, perhaps, of steam memory! 
Older stones were of red slate stone, and the inscriptions illegible 
and rude. I thought many of these may have been of persons killed 
in Indian wars. 

I n  this churcl~ there have been several cases of public confession, 
before the congreption, of ontication,saying, after the covenanters' r way, c' for tny own gntne. lave done tbis shame, pmy restore me to 
my lands ngain," kc .  T h e  present Thotnns Elder has seen these 
things of both sexes! Mr. Walters also saw it (lone up  the Juniata 
Nifilin county. T h e  church is near to the \voods, behind and wide 
of it; and its front opens to n beautiful cultivnted country, Iying 

Vor. 11-Q 11 



below it. I t  is three miles from Hamsbug, near the tun~pike to 
Lebanon. 

T h e  tombstone of Gen. Simpson says that his family settled in 
P n t o n  in 1720. I t  must hnve been earlier than any lands were 
sold on patent 

In  continuation with Hamsburg, we may perinendy mention that 
even &Iisle, a few miles off, though settled so late as 17'50, was so 
far a frontier then, as often to be subjected to Indian a1anr.s in i o  
vicinqe, and to have had many chancteristics of afroniier imm.  
I t  was a place originally noted for its "beaver dams," probably form 
ed out of the Le  T o n  creek; a name it received from James LC . 
Tort, once a noted French tnder and interpreter, as early as 17'12. 
This was once his frontier and home., When tlris town was Legm, 
it was then the Shawnese home, they dwelling until then round and 
about the LL beaver pond." They  moved off, leaving only one of 
their families behind, in the wigwam of "Doctor John." Doctor 
John and his family mere nII killed in 1768, by some of his neigh- 
bours, and it excited much indigmition among the better portion of . 
the white settlers. 

Manv wed Dersons. still d ive in Carlisle. remembered rerv well 
when ;U &e ctriage of goods and stores weskvard from Cnrliae was 
done n~holly on pack horses, coming and going in whole compnnies. 
Only ns long as twelve yean ago, there were not more than three 
wqons  in all Shearn~an valley-all wns dmwn on sleds, in summe. 
as well as winter. 

A Mrs. Murphy, who dicd in that valley in 1530, aged nearly 
one hundred years-having lived a long life there among the I n  
dims. She remembered seeing the Gwt ~cagooa arrive at Cnrlisle, 
and the indignation it excited among the p a c k e ~ ,  as likely to ruin 
their tnde!-even the widening of the roads, when Grst ordered, 
offended tl~ern ! The  pack-horses used to carry ban of iron on their 
backs, crooked over and around their bodies-barrels mere hung on 
them, one on ei~cli side. She remembered that thefirst Indian tract 
to go westwnrd, was to cross nt Simpson's, four miles below John 
Harris' (Harrisburg); then across Canodoquinet, at  Widdlesex; 
thence up the mountain across Crog-hnn's gap, (now Sterrett's) ; 
thence down the mountain nnd across Shenrnion~s creek at Gibson's, 
then by Dick's gnp; then by Shearmnnys valley by Concord, to the 
Burnt Cabins; then to the waters of the Allegheny, and down the 
river. 

Shearman's vnlley was named after an Indian tnder, who lost his 
life in fording it, with his horse and fun. In  this valley I snw a real 
" leather stoclting," in the person of o Mr. Stewart :-twenty-five 
years ago I J ~  had killed as many as sixty-three deer in n seur;on ; he 
goes out in snow time in preference, and lays out. all night. It was 
in this valley that I heard of Wm. Penn's iron spur, left on his visit 
to Sutquel~anna, near Cplumbia, and now in the possession of Lewie 
Pelmock, in London grove, Cl~ester county. 



Among the clnims set up by the state of Connecticut was the 
following,-that by heir  charter they owned all Imds lying behveen 
those pamllels of latitute forming the northern and southern b o u n d q  
of their state, nnd extending west to the PaciGc ocean. This claim. 
i t  will readily be perceived, would cover a large portion of the 
southern part of Rerv York, and of the northern parts of Penn- 
sylvania and Ol~io. I n  prosecution of this claim, a colony froin 

. Wiudhnm, in Connecticut, ol~hined a stnte gnn t  for a large tract of 
l a d ,  lying dong the Susquehanrra, in the stnte of Petlnsylvmia, 
whither they removed. T h e  valley they occupied was called 
Wyoming, mid to mean " field of blood ;j7 so called on account oi 
a bloody battle fought in the neighbourhood of the settlement by the 
Indians, at  a period anterior to the removal of the whites. 

T h e  following account of the battle and t n m c r e  is hkcn from ac 
interesting history of Wyoming, written by Iszu~c Cltnptnan, Esq., 
h t e  of Wilkesbarre. Judge Chapman lived upon the spot, nnd 
could hardly have failed to collect accumte materials, and to give a 
correct narrative of the events which transpired there during the 
revolutionary war. T h e  inhabitants lmd collected in Forty fort- 
the principal fort in the valley. T h e  number of men in the foil 
was three hundred and sixty-eight 

On the morning of the 3d of July, 1778, the officers of the gar- 
rison at Forty fort held a council to determilie on the propriety of 
n~arching from the fort, and attacking the enemy wherever found. 
T h e  debates in this council of war are mid to have beel: conducted 
with much warmth and animation. 'I'lle ultimate determination 
wns one on which depended the lives of the garrison and safety of 
*e settlement. 011 one side it was contended that their euemies 
were daily increasing in numbers; that they would plurider the 
settlement of d l  kinds of property, and would accumulate the means 
of carrying on the war, while they themselves would become weaker; 
that the harvest would soon be ripe, and \vould be gathered or 
destroyed by their enemies, and all their means of sustenance during 
the succeeding winter would fail; that probably all their ntessengers 
were killed, and as there had been more than sufficient time, and no 
assistance arrived, they would probably receive none, and conse- 
quently now was the proper time to mdte the attack. On the othel 
side it wns argued, that probably some or all the messengers tnay 
have arrived at head quarters, but that the absence of the commander- 
in.chief tnay have produced delay; that one or two weeks more 
may bring the desired ussistance, and that to attack the enemy, 
superior 11s they were in number: out of the limits of their own fort, 
would produce almost certain destruction to the settlement and them 
selves. and citptivi~y, and slavery, perhaps torture, to their wives and 
children. While these debates were progressing,.five men belonging 
to Wyoming, but who at that time held com~n~ssions in the conti- 



nenhl army, arrived at the fort; they had received infor~nation that 
n force from Khqn I d  n~arclled ro destroy the settlen~ents on the 
Suscj~~ehannn, m d  being unable to bring with them any rcinforce- 
nrent, they resigned dwir appointments, and hatened i~nn~ediutely 
to the protection of their fandies ; they I~ad 11e;ird notl~ing or t!~e 
nessengers, neither could they give any certain iufor~nntiol~ as to the 
probability of relief. 

T h e  prospect of receiving nssistmce became now estrenrely un- 
cerhin. T h e  advocates for the athck prerniled in the council, and 
at dawn of day, on the morning of the 3d of July, the garrison left 
the fort, and began their march up  the rirer, under tlre con~rrritnd of 
Colonel Zebulon Butler. Having proceeded about two miles, the 
troops halted for the purpose of detnching a reconnoitring pnrtg, to 
nscertain the situation of the enemy. 

T h e  s c o ~ t  found the enemy in possession of fort Wintern~oot, 
and occupying huts immediately around it, carousing in s ~ ~ ~ u o s e d  
security; but on their return to the advancing colunin, tlmy nlet iwo 
strolling Indians, by whom they were fired upon, ilnd upon whom 
they immediately returned the fire without erect. T h e  settlers 
hastened  heir march for the attack, but the Indians had given d~t?  
nlarm, and the advancing troops found the enemy already formed in 
order of battle, a small dist:wce from their fort, wit11 their right flank 
covered by o swamp, and their left resting upon tlre bank of a river. 
T h e  settlers immediately displayed their column a rd  forn~ed in cor- 
responding order; but os the enemy was much superior in numbers, 
:heir line mas much more estensive. Pine woods and bushes 
-overed the battle ground, in consequence of which, the movements 
of the troops could not be so qr~icltly discovered, nor so well oscer- 
tained. Colonel Zebulon Butler Ilnd comn~nnd of the right, and 
was opposed by Colonel John Butl?r, nt the head of the British 
troops, on the left; Colonel Nathan Oenison conlmnnded the left, 
opposed by Bnn t  at the head of his Indians on the encmy's right 
T h e  battle commenced at about forty rods distant, and continued 
about fifieen minutes, through the woods and b~uslr, \vitlrout much 
execution. At this time Brant with !\is Indians having penetrated 
the s\vamp, turned the left flank of d ~ e  settlers' line, and with n ter- 
rible warwl~oop and savage yell, tnade u desperate cl~nrge upon t l ~ e  
troops composing that wing, wltich fell very filct, and were imn~e- 
diately cut to pieces with the ton~:~imvk. Colonel Denison having 
ascertained that the mvages were gaining the rear of the left, p e  
orders ior that wing to full lack. At the same time Color~el Jolm 
Butler, finding that the line of the settlers did not extend as fitr 
toward the river as his o w ,  doubled that end of his line which WLM 
protected by n thick growth of brush\v.ood, and having broug!~t n 
party of his British regulars to act in column up011 t h t  wing, threw 
Colonel Zebulon Butler'a troops into some confusion. T h e  ordem 
of Colonel Denison for his troops to fall lack, I~iiving been under. 
stood by many to mean n relrcal, the troops began to retire in much 
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disorder T h e  savages considered this a flight, and commencing a 
most hideous yell, rushed forwnrd with their riflev and to~nilhawlq 
and cut the retiring line to pieces. In  this sit~ration it was found 
impossible to nlly and form the troops, and the rout became genetul 
throughout the line. T h e  settlers fled in every direction, and were 
instantly followed by the savages, who killed or took prisoners who- 
ever came within their reach Some ~ucceeded in reaching the river, 
and escaped by swimming across, others fled to the ino~~nLains, and 
the savages, too ~nuch  occupied with plunder, gave up the pursuit. 

. When the first intelligence was received in the village of Wlkes- 
barre that the battle mas lost, the women fled with their children to 
the moun~ains, on their way to the settlemenu on the Delaware, 
where many of them at length arrived, niter suKering extreme hard- 
ships. Many of the men who escaped the battle, together with their 
women and children, who were unable to tlxvel on foot, took refuge 
in Wyoming fort, and on the following day, (July the 4th,) Butler 
and Bmnt, at the head of their combined forces, appeared before the 
fort, and demanded its surrender. The  garrison being without arty 
efficient means of defence, surrendered the fort on articles of capitu- 
lation, by which the settiers, upon giving up their fortifications, 
prisoners, and military stores, were to remain in the country un- 
molested, provided they did not w i n  take up arms. 

I n  this battle about three hundred of the settlers were killed 01 

missing, and from a great p r t  of whom no intelligence wtw ever 
oftenvard received. 

T h e  conditions of the ca~itulation were entirely disregarded bv 
the British and savage forces; and Rfier the fort was-tlelivekd up, ail 
kinds of barbarities were committed by them. The  village of 
Wilkesharre, consisting of twenty-three houses, wns burnt; men and 
their wives were separated from each other, and carried into captivity; 
their property was plundered, and the settlement laid waste. T h e  
remainder of the inhabitnnts were driven from the valley, and corn- 
pelled to proceed on foot sixty miles through the great swamp, 
almost without food or clothing. A number perished in the jomney, 
principally women and children ; some died of their wounds ; otlien 
wandered from the path in search of food, nnd were lost, and those 
who survived called the wilderness througl~ which they passed lha 
slcades of death, an appellation which it has since retained. 

&trine Montour, who tl~ight well be termed n fury, ncted n con- 
spicuous pnrt i n  this triigedy. She followed in the train of the vic- 
;oriolrs army, mnsiicking t l~e  heaps of the sluin, and with her tirnls 
covered with gore, biirl~urously murdering the wounded, who in vtiirl 
supplicated for their lives. She lived and died in New Yorlc state. 

Hillleck, in nllusion to the massacre of \Vyoming, hns the follow. 
ing intereating lines : 

There is n woman, widow'd, gray nnd old, 
Who tells you where the foot of battle stept 
Upon their dny ol' massacre. She told 

11" 



Its tale, and pointed to the spot, and wept, 
Whereon her father nnd Eve brothen slept 
Shroudless, the bright dream'd slumbers of the brave. 
When all the land a f u n e d  moi~ming kept. 
And there, wild laurels planted on the gmve 
By Kature's hand, in air their pale red blossoms 

We find in a Connecticut paper,of lS31,an account of the recent 
decease of JIrs. Esther Skinner, of Torringford, in the one hundredth 
year of her age. Jlrs. S. lost a husband, a brother, and two sons, in 
the war of the American revolution. She, with her faiuily, was u resi- 
de~l t  of Wyoming, at  the mossacre of its inhabi~nnts by the British, . 
m d  the Indians and tories. Her  two sons fell benenth the tolna- 
hawk, but the mother, d n ~ o s t  by mimle,  escaped with six of her 
children. Her  son-in-law mas the only Inan that escaped, out of 
twenty, who threw themselves into tbe river, and attempted to I d e  
themselves beneath the foliage that overhung the kinks. A11 tile 
others were successively massacred as they I~ung  by the brnncl~es 
in the river. H e  done  mas undiscovered. T h e  mother travelled ' 

back to Torringford, where she has let1 a useful life ever since--often 
cheerful, though the cloud of pensiveness, brought on by her sor- 
rows, wns never entirely dissipated. But  one of llcr chiltlren sur- 
vives her. 

I t  mould seem that Campbell, the poet, did not deem himself 
justified by the facts in the case, to picture, so severely as he did, 
the doings of the chieftain Bmnt, in the tragic massacre. In  January, 
1822, he  nddrwed o letter to John Bnnt ,  Esq., of the G ~ m d  river, 
son of the Indian chief, wherein he n~akes his apologies for sund~y 
severities upon the memory of the father; upon the ground, that he 
had been misinforn~ed in following the usual printed slories of t l ~ e  
fight; and conceding to the son, that he, the son, httd co~~vinced l h l  
of sundry rnisrepresenfations. T h e  ttuth is, that Bnr~l, the chief, 
was extremely desirous of retnining the cl~ancter of a humane nmn, 
and inculcated the avowal in his f~unily, that he never did any thing 
~avage  and cruel personally; and also reelmined and checked his 
adherents, when he could. T h e  son declares that his fa111er ~ v m  
not present at the scene of the massacre at all ; but \ws in the rear 
at some distance. 

When Brant was in England, nfter the pence of 17S3, the most 
distinguished individuals of all parties and professions trm~ed him 
wilh the utmost lrindness nnd attention. I n  Canadu the ~nen~orjals 
of his moral chamcter represent him as naturally ingeuuol~s and 
qenerous; and from the premises, Campbd' concludes with the 
m u n n c e ,  that '& he deems them sunicient to induce him to believe 
that he  often strove to mitigate tile cruelty of Indian warfare, and 
that, therefore, his opinion about him is c/uiged." 

B n n t  was a full-blooded Rlol~a~vk, born on the Alohawlr river 
ond educated nt an lndian school in New Englund. 

John Butler, also, often endeavoured to exculpate himself indivi 
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dually, from the imputation of bxbuity, and it wns adndted b~ 
those who knew him before the war in Sir John Johnson's neigltbour- 

ood, that he bore the chancter of a gentle man, and that Itis son, 
zn officer under him, who was killed at the crossing of Wood creek, 
rnm h r  more cruel than his father. 

T h e  Delaware chief, Tedpuscung,was settled at Wyoming in1755, 
at the public espense, intending thereby to place him and his people 
os a frontier defence. They sent on a force of fifty men, as carpenters, 
masons iind labourers, who erected ten or twelve houses, of fourteen 
by twenty feet, and one for himself, of sixteen by twenty-four feet. 
H e  \vim an nrtfitl, wily chief, of more than common selfishness and 
intrigue for an Iudian, and withd wag intempernfe and aspiring. 
As eilrly ns 1742, Count Zinzendorf visited the Shawnese, then 

settled at \Vyo~ning, with a missionary's wife as his interpreter. H e  
remnined among them twenty days, m d  while there silting by afire, 
and writing in his temporary hut, his leg was crossed by a rnttlesnake, 
seeking to warn1 itself by the fire. 

TVijor~~irig, the name given by the Delaware Indians, expressed 
the L~rge plains, and is a corruption of the original name of 
Mang1twe11-wnme. T h e  Six Nations called it Sgd~ontownno, the 
large flats, wnrro meaning n large ground without trees. It came to 
be called Wauwaumia, Wiomic, and then Wyoming. T h e  Suque-  
hanna, on which its rests, was so &led to express muddyorriley 
river, the word I~anna meaning a slrenm of water. 

T h e  Inst survivor of those who were iu the action of the Wyoming 
nmmcre, IWS i\I,?jor Roswell Fnnklin, who after having become 
the Jrst settler of Aurora, New York, in 1787, died there in 1863. 
H e  had fought at that battle along side of his father, and had seeu 
his mother and sister butchered new him, and then himself and his 
other sister were taken OR prisoners, himself, for a service of three 
years, and his sister for eleven yenrs. 

Pitfshrg and Braddock. 

I n  the olden time, Fort du Quesne and Fort Pitt, and the thou- 
mnd tales of " Bnddock's defeat," were the talk of all the land, and 
formed the tales of all the nurseries, scnring the hearers as oft as the 
d e e  were told. 

"The mind, impressible mtl soft, with erne 
lmhibes and treasures d i n t  she hears and sees- 

The tale, at first but half received, 
Till others have the fearful facts believed 1" 

Such facts and relations ns we have occasionally gnthered, nnd not 
to be found in the ordinary histories, we purpose now to give in n 
desuhory manner, in the following p y a :  

Previous to the yeor 1753, the country west of the Allegheny 
mountains, and particularly the point which Pittsburg now occupies, 
was the subject of controversy between Great Britain and Frnnce.- 



I n  the early part of that year, a party of Frenchmen from Prcsqua 
Isle, now Erie, seized three English traders at Logstown, and carried 
them back with them as prisoners. I n  the fall of that year, Robert 
Dinaiddie, governor of Virginia, despatched George JVmhingtor~, 
then in the 22d gear of his age, to the French commander on IAe 
Bmuf, to demand that be should desist from further aggression. I n  
performance of this duty, Washington arrived at the Forks," 011 

tile 23d of November, 1753. While here he esunined the site im- 
n~ediately at the junction of the rivers, and recommerlded it as n 
suitable position for a f o h  On the nest day he proceeded from this 
place, and called on King Shingass, near AI'Kee's rocks, w11o nc- 
companied him on his way to Loggstown, where they met BIonal<a- 
toocha, and other Indian chiefs, and held seven1 councils with thetu. 

While nt Loggstown, it became a question which road lte sllodd 
take on his way to the French con~mandant at Le Bauf ,  and Shin- 
gnss advised him not to take the road by Beaver, because it was low 
and swunpy. Proceeding on his journey, he arrived at L e  Bauf ,  
and learned from the French commandant h a t  they were determined 
to take possession of the Forks in the spring. With this answer he 
left the French commandant, in company with Gist, his guide, on 
foot, and arrived at  the Allegheny river, belox the mouth of Pine 
creek, on the 25th of December. T h e  next day thev spent in m&- 
ing n n f t  with tomahawks, nnd towards evening et116arltcd, and at- 
tempted to cross the river; but the ice driving very tlticli, they made 
very little progress, and were finnlly compelled to take refuge upon 
Herr's or Wainmrigl~t's islat~d, where they were neatly frozen. 

During the night it froze so hard, that tltey crossed on the ice in 
h e  m g .  This  circumstance affords a prefly strong inference 
fhat it must hare  been Wainwright's island; it 1fi.g close to the 
eastern shore, the narrow passage betxwn it and t le shore wordd be 
a o r c  likely to freeze in one night than the wide spnce opposite 
Herr's island. Having crossed the river they proceeded without de- 
lay to Fmzier's, at the mouth of Turtle creek. On the 31st of De- 
cember, while Gist and the other men were out hunting the hones, 
Washington walked up to the residence of Queen Allequippa, where 
M'Keesport now stands. She  expressed much regret that he had 
not called on her os h e  weDt out. H e  made her a present of n 
watch-coat, and a flask of rum, and in his journnl he states that the 
Latter present was much the most acceptable. 

W e  here give a poetic description of first scenes at Pittsburg, viz. . 
How changed the scene since here the s a v q e  trod, 

To set hls oner-tmp, or tnke mild honey, 
Where now so mnny humble printers plod, 

And faithful CaRRlmRs hunt n litlle nunlcy! 

How thin- have aIter9d in chis misty plain, 
Since ~ l e ~ u i ~ ~ a  hunted and caught fish, 

Where Mrs. Oliver and her gentle train 
Now d of Indinus in the I$'trd&n-Wiah! 



Row short the rime, but how the scenes have shifted. 
Since W ~ s n r x o m n  explored this western w.ld-land 

And with his raft, and Gist, his pilot, drilzed 
Upon the upper end of Wainwright's island! 
Ti seventy years kg, slnce that bold kniqht, 

With blanket, cup, and leggings, !he* the tippey, 
Attended by his 'squire, the nfbrrsad w~ght. 

Paid hi respeccl to good Queen Allequ~ppa 
Her wa@e majesty mas quite unhappy, 

T o  thlnli our courtier had not sooner come: 
H e  soothed her feeling3 mirh n blanket capo, 

And touch'd her fancy with a flask of rum. 
What changes, since from onder point he scnnn'd h The  meeun,g streams wit his unerring eye, 
And, 'mid pnmeval woods, prophetic scann'd 

This g r a t  position and its destiny I 
Sinee ro al S h i n a s  dwelt upon the cliB, 

m i c E  overlo& the foot of Brunot's isle, 
And mgled in his little harken skill', 

Where now for wood u steamer stups awhile. 
When Shin,- p v e  him his advice about 

T h e  best and nearest mute to Fort Venango, 
And then decided for the hgher  route, 

Against the roilte by Beaver and Shenango. 
But ood king Shlngass, it i3 ve clear. 

&s but a royal nrcher after a x  
And not by any means an engineer, 

And never heard or dreamt of a can& 
X d a t m c l t n ,  nnd the Delaware band, 

Then held their council fires of war and peace, 
Where RAPP now cultiv;ltes the peaceful land, 

And sheers his sheep,nnd wins the golden fleece. 
How channtd the scene, since merry Jenp Bapcisre, 

~ a d d l e d ~ l s  pereogue oo the Belle Rivlere, 
And from its banks some lone Loyola priest 

Echo'd the night hymn of the voyageur! 
Since Ensinn Ward saw comin,g down yon stream, 

Where a\ was peace nnd sol~tudc before, 
A thousand paddles in the silnsh~ne gleam, 

And countless pereogues that stretch from shore to snom 
The lily fl waved o'er the foremost boat, 

And old % .  t. P~erre the motly host commanded- 
Then here the Ilq of France wnsjra t  aflont, 

And here the Gallic cannonfirat were landed. 
Toen here began that fntal war. which cost 

The  lily banner many a bloody shin;  
In which a wide empire was won and lost, 

And Wolf and Montcdm fell on Abraham's p h o  

Smce a subaltern in old Fort Uu Quesne 
Be@d of his chief, ere yet 11: quit the post, 

T o  glve him but a handful ?f hts men 
T o  venture out and meet the British host: 
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Wnen his red allies bail'd him with a sh?ut, 
Who led them on witb Indian enterprise, 

When Braddock's confidence -.as put to rout 
And dl, but wary Washingon, surprised 

But jealousy suppress'd the Frenchman's fame, 
And when his chief sent home his base repon 

H e  cast a stigma on his rival's name, 
And got the credit to himself at court. 

How changed the scene, from all that G-mt did seo. 
When from his hivouac on yonder heght, 

He  waked the French with his proud rereill& 
And challenged hem to sally forth and Qht. 

One Highland officer that bloody day, 
Retreated up the All~gheny's stde, 

Wounded and Faint, he rmss'd his tangld way, 
And near some water laid him down and died. 

*as in a furrow of a sandy swell 
Which overlooks that clear and pebbled wave, 

Shrooded in leaves, none Found him where he fell. 
And mouldering nature gave the youth a grave 

Last year a plough pass'd o'er the quiet spot, 
And brought to light frail vestiges of him 

Whose unknown fate perhaps.is not forgot, 
And fills witb horror yet r sister's dream. 

His plaited button, swm 'd with proofs of rank, 
HIS pocket gold, whic! still untouch'd remaim, 

Do show, at least, no sav 
As gentle blood m flow' ngrre in Scottish veins. 

I think I see him from his sleep nrise, 
And gaze on yonder tower with admirationi 

La I on its battlemenu a banner flies, 
An unknown flag of some unheard-of nation 1 

Of all the features of the scene around, 
The neighhouring stream alone he recognizes ; 

Another such can no where else be found; 
The sun upon no river like it rises. 

Does he retrace what was a blood-stain'd route; 
Through thickets of the thorny crab and sloe, 

He lists again to hear the sav me shout, 
When! every trace is lost ohort  and be. 

But still a shorter time has pass'd away, 
Since on the Allegheny's western beach, 

The lurking Shawanee in ambush hy,. 
In hopes some white would cross within his teach. . 

Thence to the lake no white had settled yet, 
And Indim tribes still held their ancient statior 

When the first carrier of the old GAZETTE 
Took round that little humble publication. 

The Muse, when she another year.% older, 
May 've a present p i c tm  of thls plnce, 

Which Eom the canvass will but rise the bolder 
That no.w its fading back-ground we retrace 



On the 17th of April, 1754, the French commander, Contre- 
cmur, with three hundred nnd sixty cnnoes, one thousand men nnd 
eighteen pieces of mnnon, nnived nt the LL Forks," where Piusburg 
now stands, and compelled Ensign Ward to surrender. This  in- 
sion is very properly culled, in the poetry, the commencement of 
the mar, which terminated in the loss by Fmnce of all her posses- 
sions in America, ellst of the Mississippi 

Some incidents in relation to die subidtern who commanded the 
French and Indians at Bnddock's defeat were derived from Ln 
Fayette, during his late visit to this country. 

The  account of the remains of n deceased officer which were 
ploughed up driring the last summer, near the arsenal, are in port 
founded on fact. It is true that such remains were discovered, and 
that money and marks of militnry rnnk mere found with them. 

There were stillsome reninins of the old Fort du Quesne to be found 
in 1834. Its site wos in pnrt occupied by n brew-house erected 
upwards of thirty yenrs ago, by General O'Ham, Il~eJirst brew-lume 
in " the great west" T h e  rest of the site is now filled with dwell- 
ing.  I t  was on the poi)Lt fonned by the two riven. Forty y e m  
ago-the walls were still entire. A pnrt of the brew-house premises 
fills the place whici~ was a bnstion ; at n little distnnce from it is 
still there a small brick five-sided edifice, called the guurd-house, 
erected by the British nfter the capture from the French. '' hos 
two rnnges of loop holes through sticks of timber, let into the wnlls, 
which are a foot thick. I n  one of its sides, near the top, is a relic, 
a tnblet of stone of two feet by fourteen inches, on which is inscribed 
"A. D. 1764, Col. Bquct." Adjoining to this guard-house are 
now two snpll brick houses, which were built from the bricks taken 
from the wnlls of Fort Pi t t  I sctw these thingin 1804. Then the 
wen of the fort, excepting the said brew-house premiees, of Sh im,  
wns all a nearly levelled gmss field, from Geneml O'Hnm's residence, 
where I dwelt, down to the point I n  1833, when they were 
excavating the ground for the foundation of the building above 
mentioned, which occupies the site of the bnstion, they dug up 
sevenl ends of the oak palisadoes, which were once a part of the 
defence on the Allegheny river side. They were of course seventy 
years of nge or more, and yet were perfectly sound! 

Bnddock's battle field is seven miles from Pittsburg, on the right 
bank of the Monongnhela None who read of it ever think of it, 
ns being n place near n river, or os so neor to ,the end of the 
intended expedition! 

"How cnangZ the scene, aince Indian men and manners reigddl" 

The  late Morgan Neville, Eq, whose acquninurnce I had formed 
In our youth, was pleased to wnte some very plensant recollections 
of his native place, and especidy of some individuals and incidents, 
which it will be gratifying to preserve in these pnges, to wit : 



l t  wns about the year 179G, that the Duke of Orleima, now Louis 
Philippe, king of Fmnce, accompanied hy his two brothers, Norltpen 
sier nnd Bearjolnis, came to the western country. On arriving in 
Pittsbug, then a small village, they found one or two em;-va. who 
had formerly filled prominent stations under the ancimrne regime, 
but who were now earning a scanty subsistence in carrying on some 
li~tle business of merchandise. One of them, the Chcvdier du 
1 3 4 :  one of the wonhiest of men, and an admirable philoswpher, 
kept a l~ttle shop, theu denominated,pm excellemc, a confectionery. 
T h e  articles, and the only ones, by the way, entitling tlre cllevalier's 
establishment to this attractive name, were the kernels of hazelnuts,' 
wllnuu and peach stones, enclosed in an envelope of b u m  muple 
sugnr, faln'cded by the slrilful hands of the chevalier himself. Uu 
B- was the most popular citizen of the rillnge; he had n 
n~onkey of adminble qualities, and his pointer (Sultan) could, like 
the dog in the Arabian Kights, tell counterfeit money from good ; at 
least, the hones1 folks who supplied our little tnarket with chickens 
and butter thougltt so, and that was the sane  thing. I t  was amusing 
to hear the master of the shop calling Iris two familiars to aid him 
in selecting h e  good from the bad " 'lerren-penny-bits." LLAllons 
Sultan, tell dese good ladie de good money from de counterfait." 
Then followed the important consultation between the dog and the 
monkey; p11g grinned and scratched hissides; Sultan sn~elled, a d  in 
due uure scnped the money ~ n t o  the drawer. As there mas no 
counterfeit " 'leven-pences," Sultan ~eldorn failed. 'c Illndarne," 
would my friend say, to h e  blowzy country Iws, "Sultan is like de 
pope, Ile is infallible." Sultan and Uijou laid the foundation of this 
excellect man's fortune. They brougllt crowds of custou~ to the 
shop, and iu two or three years he was enabled to conren his little 
business into a handsome fancy store. An ottrnction \vos then addec! 
to the eslablisltn~ent, that diverted a portion of the public adlnimtion 
from Sultan and the monkey ; this was a Dutch clock, with a goodly 
portion of gilding, and two or three white and red figures in front,- 
before striking i t  played a waltz. I t  was inestiinable, this music 
Itad never before been heard in the west, nnd those who have been 
brought up amidst the everlasting grinding of our present museums, 
can Itwe no conception of the excitement caused by our chevalier's 
clock. In those days every unique piece of furniture, or rare toy, 
was believed to have formed a panof thespolia optimaof the French 
revolution, and Inost genernlly they were set down as the prgerty 
of the queen of Prance. It was soon insinuated abroad, that tho 
chevalier's clock formed one of the n r e  ornaments of the boudoir of 
the unfortunate RInrie Antoinette. When he was asked how much 
it cost, 11e evaded the question wilh &nimble casuistry. "Ah, tnon 
nmi," he would say with eincere tristesse, "the French revolution 
pruduce some terrible erect; it was great sacrifice, it is won11 fifteen 
hundred franche guiney." That, and ths dog and the monkey 
were worth, to tire chevnlier, 16,000 dollars, for he reulized this Rum 
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In a few years, from n foundation of n few pounds of s u p ,  and a 
peck of hazelnuts. 

Such was the Chevalier du I3----c in his mommine; and he wr.ns 
a perfect illustration of the French character of that day; it would 
accommodate iiielf to any situation in life, it enabled the minister of 
marine to become, like Bedredden, a pastry cook, and young EpiitB, 
the present king of France, a scl~oolmnster in Canada. But this is 
only one side of the picture; DU B----c, when ho closed his shop, 
arid entered into society, was the delight of his auditory. H e  \vrw 
nn accomplished scholar, possessed the most polished manners and 
habits of L C  la vieille cour." H e  mas a youngcrson, or ns the French 
people call it, he was h e  "cadet" of a noble fanlily. H e  hnd 
travelled much, and observed profoundly. H e  had been to the 
LHoly Land,' not exactly ns a palmer, bid being ' attilcll6 a la I+- 
tion Franpise' at Constnntinople, of which his relation, Sauf Bmuf, 
W;S the head, he took the opportunity of travelling tlircjugh ns much 
of Asia as was usuully era~uined by Enropean travellers. Such was 
my early friend Du B----c, to whose instructions and fine belles-let- 
tres acquirements, I am indebted for some of the most unalloyed en- 
joy~nents of my life, by opening to me some of the richest treasures 
of French literature ; and such was the man whom the sons of Or- 
le;ms found in a frontier American village. 1 do nor remember the 
definite destination of the interesting strangers; but ccrtnin it is, that 
the Chevalierdu B- induced them towhile away a much longer 
perid in Pittsburg than could have been their original intention. 
He proposed to General N-, whoee house was always the temple 
of hospitality, where he was in the habit of dining every Sunday, 
and at whose table and fireside the unfortunate enrive wus sure t3 
find a hearty welcome, to introduce the travellers.  he general a t  
first received the proposition with coldness. H e  said he had been a 
eoldier of the revolution, the intimnte of Rochambeau and La Fa- 
yette, and of course entertained a feeling of the deepest respect for the 
memory of the unfortunate Louis, not as a inonarch, but as a most 
amiable and virtuous man.-He insisted that no good could spring 
from the infamous exciter of the jacobin!, the proflignte Egalit6. 
"Mais, mon GBnBmI, (said the chevalier, w ~ t h  a sllrug of the shoul- 
ders, and most melancholy contortion of his wrinkled features,) ils 
sont dons les plus gmnde mishe, et ils ont kt6 cham?, comme nous 
nutres, par ces vilains sans culottes." T h e  chevalier knew his man, 
and the lon hommic of the Genernl prevailed. "Eh,  bien! chevn- 
lier, allez, rendre nos devoirs aux voyageurs, e t  qn'ils dinent chez 
nous demain." T h e  strangers nccepted the courtesy and became in- 
timate with and attached to the family of the kind hearted Alneri- 
can : the charms of the conversation of the Duke of Orlean.ns, and his 
various literary attninment~, soon obliterated for the inoment the hor- 
rible career of his father, from the minds of his hearers. If my boy. 
ish recollection is faithful, he wns rather taciturn, and melancl~oly ; 
be would be perfectly abstmted from conversation, sometimes for 
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half an hour, looking r.twdfmtly a t  the coal fire that blazed in the 
gate,  nnd when roused from his reverie, he would apologize for thia 
breach of licrsiar~ce, and call one of the children who were learn- 
mng French to read to him. On these occasions 1 h ~ v e  read to him 
many passages selected by him from TCl6maque: the beautiful nlm- 
ner in which he rend the description of Calypso's Grotto is still fresh 
in my menlog. He seldo~n adverted to the scenes of the revolution, 
h t  1le criticized the battles of that period, particularly that of Jenl- 
mnpes, with such discrimination, as to conunce the military men 01 
Plrtsburq, of of\d~o~n there were several, that he UYU peculiarly fitted 
to shine in the profession of arms. 

filontpensrer, the second brother, has left no mark on t l ~ e  tirblet 
of memory by wl~ich I can recall him; but Benujolais, the young 
and interesting Beaujolais, is still before my mind's eye." There 
was so~nething romantic in his character, and Xadanie de Genlis9 
romance, the " Knights of the Swan," in which that charming writer 
so beautifully apostrophizes her young ward, had just prepared every 
youtllful bosom to lean towards this accomplished boy. H e  was tall ' 

and graceful, and playful as a child. He was a universal farourite 
H e  was a few years older than myself, but when together we a p  
peared to be of the same q e .  A transient cloud of n~elancholy 
mould occasionnlly p u s  over his fine features, in the midst of his 
gayest amusements; but it disnppeared quickly, like the white cloud 
of summer. W e  then ascribed it to a boyish recollection of the luxu- 
ries and splendours of the Palnis Royal, in which he  had passed his 
early life, which he might be contrasting with h e  simple domestic 
scene which was passing before him. It rvas, however, probably in 
some measure imputable to the first sensation of that disease, which. 
in a few short yenrs aftenvards, carried him to the gnve. 

One little circumstance made a singular impression on mc. I 
was standing one day with this grou,> of Frenchmen, on the bank 
of the ilIononphela, when a countrymen of theirs, employed in the 
quarter niaster's department, as a labourer in taking care of the flat 
boats, passed by. Pierre Cabot, or os he was familiarly called, 
French Peter, was dressed in a blanket cnpot, with a hood in place 
of a hat, in the manner of the Canadian boatmen, and in moccasone. 
D u  B----c called after him, and introduced him to the French 
princes. T h e  scene presented a subject for moralizing, even for e 
boy : on the bnnks of the Ohio, and in exile, the representative of the 
first family of a nation who held mnk of higher importance than ac 
other nation in Europe, took by the hand in n friendly and familiru 
conversation his countryman, whose lot was c:rst among the dregs of 
the people, and who \vould not have aspired to the honourof letting 
down the steps of the carriage of the man with whom be here stood 
on a level. 

Peter was no jacobin-he had emigrated from France before the 
philosophic Robespierre and his colleagues had enlightened their fel- 
.ow citizens, and opened their eyes to the propriety of vulgar i ~ r u  





and est~mation. I I y  JJS. notitio, while there and on tile way, mignt 
make c look even now, if I was so minded. l \ ' l ~ ; ~ t  1 saw nnd 
observed in the descent of the river is expressed ~ n u c l ~  Lo my m6d 
ant2 feelings in the words of another esplorer, the celebnted dudu- 
bon. H e  says: '' When I think of those dn~es, and call back to ms 
mind the gcnndeur and beauty of those then aln~ost uninhabited 
shores; the dense and lofty forests, then un~nolested by the nxe of 
the settler; when I tl~ink of the blood spilt by many a worthy Vir- 
ginian to purchme the free use of the noble rivers; when 1 see that 
no longer are to be found there any of the aborigines, and t l~at  the 
herds of elk, deer and bnfTnloest which once pastured on those ldls 
nnd volleys,-making for tllemselves great roads to the salt springs, 
have censed to esist; now all is covered with towns, villages, and 
farms, where the din of Iiammers and machinery is constantly henrd; 
now hundreds of steamboats glide to nnd fro, forcing commerce tc, 
trike root and prosper in every spot; when I consrder that these 
earnordinary changes have aU taken place so rccnllly, I pnuse, 
wonder, and can scarcely believe iw reality I It is strange-puing 
8tmge, indeed !" 

Note, the first jZd b a t  that ever descended the 1\Iisissippi, went 
from Redstone, on the Monongnhela river, in May liS2. It was 
owned and conducted by Jacob Yoder, of Reading, Pen~~sylvania. 
-rrho died at  his farm in Kentucky, in April, 1S22, nged sixty-four 
ye?! 

Plusburg mill for ever be associated with the event and circum 
*nces of Braddock's defeat, and tl~erefore whatever relates to him 
will be reprded with interest 

The Wnlpole Letters speak of Gen. Brnddock, and say he had 
been governor of Gibnltar-speak of him os poor, and prodigal, nnd 
brutal, " a very Iroqu~is in disposition." His sister '' had gamed 
her little fortune away at Bath, and then hung henelf-nfter the 
same savage sort of temper! Braddock 11ad had a duel with CoL 
Gumley, and an amour with Mrs. Upton. T h e  n~inistry in England 
were much cl~qrined at Bnddock's slow progrcss to the west, oe 
incommoded by a needless train of artillery and road-mnking." So 
Bnid Walpole. 

In  Frnnklin's Memoirs, there is cons~dernble mention by him of 
Gen. Braddock,-of his conversation with him in Virginia, before 
the expedition stnrtad. H e  speaks of advising him ns to Indian 
wnrfnre, and ~ I I R L  Bnddock treated it os no obslacle; talked confi- 
dently of nlalring of it a short work, by taking fort Du Quesne i n  11 

day; thence going quickly to Erie, and thence along the Canadi~ 
line, k c .  They agreed very well ; and it was a~tcnvards found by 
Frnnklin, when in London, that Brnddock's letters home to the 
government had spoken favollrnbly of Frnnk1in.-[A gnzette story.] 

T h e  place of conflict has since been called Brnddock's field, and 
u situate on the north b n n c h  of the Monongnhela, seven milee 



sbove Pittsburg, where the crumbling bones of men and horses 
long remained to mark the fatd spot. 

A letter from Winchester, Ya., of 3d February, 1755, (published 
in the New York Mercury,) says, tllat Sir John S t  (;lair and 
Governor S h a r p  lrad been at Wills' creek, (i. e. Fort Cutnberlantl,) 
where a cnmp \vim forming of one thousand men; that a train of 
n~tillery wns to have arrived in Virginia from England, that tnns- 
ports had gone to Cork for the two regiments there, to go to An~erica 
with Gcn. 13ruddock. 
. February 1s. Gen. Brnddock and three men of war arrived at 
Hampton, wit11 sisteen tnnspom, having one thousand men. All 
marched off for Alexandria; but the ogicers went to Annapolis first, 
on the 3d April. At Alexandria, on the 13111 April, Emddock and 
several of the governors met and consulted, before his goiug to Will's 
creek, then fortified us Fort Cumberland. 

May 2 2 4  1756, Gen. Braddock and all his forces, nre announced 
as already arrived at  Wills' creek. On the 21st June, Gcn. Bmddock 
and his army were at  Bear camp, near the Great meadows. [This 
Wills' creek runs into the Potonlac, at  Cumberland, in Bli~ryland, m 
nbout six miles from the Pennsylvania linc, and the marc11 nppenrs 
to have been very much along the linc of the present "niitional 
rood" to Uniontown,-near to which is Bmddock's gnve, and the 
Meadows.] 

A letter from the camp at Great meadows, of July let, 1755, says, 
cn the 7th ult., Sir John St. Clair marched in udvance with six 
hundred men from Wills' creek, and two days after, the whole army 
followed,-tluougIt tlie worst roads in the zcorkl. Ten  days nfter, 
they arrived at  the L i d e  meadows, where the whole cirrl~p wns 
encircled by abatis, and halted three days; from thence illey marched 
for this place. Col. Dunbar was placed in the reilr with provisions 
ond ordnance stores, and eighty wngons. 

T h e  minutes of council of the 24th of July, 1755, state that an 
express arrived, bringing a letter from Captaiu Robert Orme to 
Governor Morris, dated at  Fort Cumberland, July 18th, 1755, from 
which I give these extracts, to wit: " I am so ill by the wound, that 
I have etnployed Captain Dobson to write the present letter for me. 
I write now, became every superior oficer, whose business it was to 
have written concerning disaster, \vus either killed or wounded." [He 
wus himself an aid-de-camp to Gen. B~addock.] 

On the 9th instant, we assed and rep:wsed the Monongahela, by 
advancing first a party of t f lree hundred ~ n e n ;  then n second party 
of two hundred men; the g.encral, with the column of artillery and 
the main body, passed the nver the losC t h e  about one o'clock. As 
soon as the whole (twelve hundred men) had got on the fort side 
(seven miles dislnnt,) we heard a very heavy and quick fire in our 
front; we imnlediiltely udvunced to sustuin then1 ; bur the aforesaia 
adsunce of five hundred men gave way and fell back upon us 
enusing much confusion, ond struck so great e panic among jdr ineo 
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that no military expedient could avail to recover tllen~. T h e  meu 
mere so extremely deaf to the ezitorlatio~s of t l ~e  gel led,  a n d  the 
ogicers, that theyJred alcay, i n  the most itregular //cannm, all t h e i  
ammunition, and  then r an  of. [This is a dilreretlt version from 
the common idea, for here h e y  took ll~eir o~clr ?cay of firilg, but in 
panic; and besides, wI:& else could t h y  do wlten t h y  had IIO more 
runn~unition left?] Leaving to the enelny the utiller)., ant~rcunilio~~, 
provision, and bng~age; nor could they be peryaded to stop until 
tlley got as far as Guest's planliltion, and tltere, o~lly in pnrt ; nlanjr 
of h e m  proceeding ns far as Col. Dunbar's pirty, \vljicll lay siz 
milts this side. T h e  aiii;ers were absolutely sacrificed by their 
unpnnlleled good behc;lour ; advattcing smllelintes i n  bodics, and 
sometimes separalely, hoping by w h  example to engnge the soldiets 
to follow them, but to no purpose. T h e  gencnl ltud five licrscs 
killed under him, and at  lirst received a lvou~ld througl~ his ri@ 
arm into his lungs, of which he died, the 13th inslunt. Mr. Wueh- 
ington had two horses shot under him, and his clothes shot through 
in set.eralpZnces, behaving the whole time with the greatest counge 
and resolution. Gen. Bnddock, having found it irnpn~cticab;e to 
advance with h e  whole convoy from the Little meadows, tl~erefore, 
went fonvnrd with the above twelve hundred men; leaving Colonel 
Dunbar with the main body behind, with orders to join liim as somr 
uspossible. Happy it wns that this disposal of them m a  made, else 
,ye  had starved, or fallen by the enemy-ns ~runllers would not have 
been useful." [They had dong  IL a deiuchment of sailors" from the 
Beet! T h e  fight "lasted three hours,"--so said many witnesses. 
T h e  wagoners atitl pztck-horse men nude  n quick retreat, especially 
from Dunbur's regiment. I snv a list of a dozen deserters fram 
Bnddock's army before the defeat, and the list declared, that fiome 
of tl~eln exposed his fewness of the advitnce nunher, and also his 
bnd appointmen~s; thereby intending to encourage the of the 
Frenck nntl Tndinns. Their names were given.] 

A letter rrom Col. James Burd, employed by the province to 
d:rect t l ~ c  opc~thg  of the military road for Bnddock's army, dated 
25th July, 1785, sayj's; " We received an expres from Governor Jones, 
froni Fort Cumberland, gking us an account of Gen. Draddock'e 
defent and ileoth, k c .  W l ~ e ~ r u p o n  I went on there to confer with 
Col. Dunbar, and to take his orders, &c. He  told me, at dinner, 
the f a c ~ ~  in the cuae of the battle, kc . ,  EO that 1 might cotnmunica~e 
them to your honour, to wit: A smdl  body of French and Indiuns, 
say five hundred, and no more wns ever on the ground, discovered 
on the 9th instant by the guides at a smull run, called Fmzier's run, 
seven miles this side of Fort du Quesne, being on the side of a hill 
on the hIonongahcla.. Information wns immediately giveu, when 
the general n~nrched the troops and formed them. T h e  battle began 
nt noon day, and losted three hours. T h e  enemy kept behind trces 
and logs of wood, nnd' cut down ollr troop as fusl as they could 
rulvance. T h e  soldi*s then in~isted much co be nllowed to toke tc 



the trees, which the geneml denied, and stormed much, calling them 
cowards, and even went so far a4 to strike them with his own ewotd 
for attempting t l ~ e  trees. Our flankers, and mnny of our sold~en. 
that took to the frees, were cut off from (by) the fire of our own line, 
M they fired their platoons sherever they saw n stnoke or fire. T h e  
one Itny of the army en,-ed never saw the enemy; paniculilrly 
Captain Wnggoner: of the Virginin forces, who marched eighty men 
up to take possession of a Id l  ; on the top of the hill there iay n 
lvge tree of five Let diarnetcr, which he intended to make a hul- 
witrk of. He  marched up to the log with the loss only of three men 
killed, and all the :ime, his soldiers carried their firelocks shouldered; 
when they came to the log they b e p n  to fire upon the enemy; but 
as soon as their fire was discovered by our line, they fired from our 
line upon him, so that lie wns obliged to retreat down 11ie hill, and 
brought off with !~im only thirty of his men out of eighty. And in 
this manner were our troop. cl~iefiy destroyed ! The  generul had five 
horses killed under him, and was at  imL snot through the belly, and 
is buried across the road. His papers, and 375,OUO in money, are 
all fallen into the hands of the enemy. T h c  lo= in killed and 
wounded is seven hundred, and aboo! forty officers. Col. Dunbar 
retreated with fifteen hundred effective men. H e  destroyed fifty 
thousand pounds of powder, nll his provisiot~s, and buried his monan 
and shells, 'kc. l i e  had no horses with which to bring oB any thing-" 

Another accoml from FVinchester, Virginia, says, the Virginia 
oGcen and troops behaved like men, and died like soldiers. Out of 
three compilnies scarcely thirty men came out of the field! Captain 
Peyronny, and all his oficers, were killed! Captain Polson was 
killed, and his company nearly all shared the same fate,-for only 
one escaped! Captain Stewart, and his light-horse, behaved pllandy, 
having twenty-fire of Ilia twcnty-nine mcn Idled ! 

A list of killed and :;ooncled says, 456 killed, 421 wounded, 583 
safe, total 1460 L C  in action a t  Frazcrls plantation, the 9th July." 
\Vlar seems remarkable is, thar all rhe wqoners from Lancaster and 
Yorlc counties returned home but tloo! Col. Dunbar got safe to 
l'hiladelphin, and encamped at  Society hill, (i. e. Southwnrk,) on 
the 1st of Scptetnbcr, 1755. 

September 6th, 1765, it is published that the Virginia troops are 
to be i~~crci~scd to one thousand men, under Col. Washington." 

Oltl \Villi;un Butler, of Philndclpliia, whom I saw in Rhy, 1633. 
in his l~ t~~~ t l r c t l  and fourth yew, and who had been in the Umddock 
espeditio~~, tdd tw he was twenty-four yeaw of age at the time he 
joined ~ l t e  I'ennsylvania Greens, (faced with buff,) in Philadelphia 
They were jui~ted by the Jersey Blues, faced with red. T h e  whole 
rornbirtetl force wits encmnped in the woods then along Fifth street 
from Riice street soutl~ward. T h e  whole expedition of twenty-live 
hundred nten nssed through Ger~nantown, and arrived the third da) 
at the present f h d i n g ,  where they divided and took different routes; 
while there at niplit, could see Ihe light of the Indian tires on the 



mour~tains near then]. They crossed the Schuylkill four times 
before getting to the mouth of the Little Schuylliill. From thence 
they cut their way through the "Pine swan~p," so called, and made 
corduroy roads for the wagons; wllile there could hear \valves and 
bean; went ~llence to fort Augusta m d  Sllaniokin. That  must 
have been one of t11c routes of tlmt dny, because C. F. Post, in his 
journal, says lie went by that route to Fort du Quesne in 175s. 
'I'hcy Itad Iudian guides and followed their leadings to\vards Fort 
du Quesne. 

At the time of the action, he \vns just off duty, near to Wnsli- 
ington's tent. Xear there, he saw Genemls Bmddock, Forbes an11 . 
Gnnr talking, and Bnddock calling out to Captain Grecn, to clear 
tlle busl~es ahead, by opening a m n p  with his artillery. Then 
Washington came out, put his two thumbs up into tile arm pits of 
his vest, rnadc n liule c~rcle, and carne into tlieir presrnce, ant! said, 
"Geneml, be assured, if you even cut awny tlie buslles, your enemy 
can make enough of them artificially to answer their purposes of 
shelter and concealment; it will not answer." Braddock upon Ilearing 
this, turning to his officers,said,sneeringly, "What i l~ink you of this 
from a young hand-from n benrdless boy !"-then but twenty-two 
years of age. I did not pursue this convemtion any furtl~er on ibis 
point. H e  did not ~ O \ V  of Bnddocli's having n white handkerchief 
tizd over his h a t  H e  was a ereat user of snuff. loose in a ~ocke r  ! 
a man of middle stature and tLick se t  

. 
On 23d December, 1633. I nmin saw William Butler, wi le  well , - 

atill, and gleaned t~ ld  follo\ving additionnl facts. Genemis Forbes 
and Gmnt did arrive at Philadelphia, but Colonel Dunbnr, a Scotch- 
man, arrived at Bnltit~iore. Wasllington liad the charge of four 
hundred rillemen. T h e  columns of the Pennsylvaniu and New 
Jersey lines, went in a more northern r o d ,  than tlie British division 
of regulars, aiier t l~ey divided at Reading. I noticed that lle did not 
now mm to retnenher Colonel Grum, of the Virginia troops, aa 
being colonel over Major Washington-mid Washingion was tall, 
zim and beardless-his uniforni \sas blue and cocked hat. I 
questioned when tliey joined n g h  I t  wou but two days before the 
battle. The  lines were never in same track-were n day's march 
011-cur tlicir own roads and made bridges; but chiefly went by 
Indim guides and I~idian tracks. I asked him paniculnrly wIm 
killed Briddock, and he answered pron~ptly one Faiccett, brother of 
one whoti~ BriddocI; liad just killed in apassion ; this li~sl, who killed 
Bnlddock, wr~s in tllc ranksas n non-commissioned officer; the foinier 
uns  n have  major or colonel, and by birth IIII Irisllnli~n. The  
soldier shot Braddock in the back, and this miin, he wid, he saw 
ngain ill 1630, at or near Carlisle, wllere hc was for t h e e  months, 
at the sickness and death of his daughter. His family confirmed 
this fact. His wife was by, aged eighty-three yean-married sixty 
Fears I see, too, t h t  I havo preserved n Millelatown Gazette notice 



Z'cn~tsyluat~ia Ir~.h~d-Pittshug. 141 

in 1530, of the ahove tncetir~g, and dte name of F a \ v c e ~  is there 
given also--n strong coincidcllce. Nillerstown is near Cadisle. 

T h e  Nillerstown Gazette,of 1530, speak  of the aforenamed Butler 
being there, and being in company with an .yed soldier in thei~ 
town, who had cdso been in Braddock's defeat, and that these twc 
old soldiers concurred in saying that Bmddock was shot by FawcetL 

A writer in the Christian Advocate--il minister, writing from the 
place, says the old man died at the age of one hundred and fourteen 
years in IS%, who killed Bnddock," and zit m e  time, he confirn~s 

. the other fact, of his brother being killed by Braddock. H e  lived 
at Laurel Idl. - I t  is said that when the o5cers of Braddock's broken army got to 
Philadelphia, and rested there for a sewon, they were cruelly 
severe to their men, giving vent to their spleen and c h ~ ~ n  by beat- 
ing the soldiers daily. I t  was 11 daiIy sight to see a dozen a day tied 
up and whipped; and even in the nnlts the oficers w e d  their men. 

But in nddition to the preceding, I s a y  add the information I 
received from Billy Brown, n black man, whom I snw at Frankford, 
Philadelphia county, about the year 1626, in the ninety-third year 
of his nge-possessed of an observing mind and good memory. He  
was present in thnt mernomble light as servant to Colonel Brown,of 
the Irish regiment, and mas niost of the time near the person of 
Genenl Bnddock. He  said liis character was obstinate and profane. 
He  confirmed the idea, that i ~ a  \<tis shot by an American, because 
he had killed his brother. H e  said that none seemed to care for it: 
3n the contrary, they thought Braddock had some sinister design, 
for no MIS loere aimed at him! H e  kept ou fool, and had all the 
time his hat bound across the top and under his chin will, Ir i s  7or~iCe 
/mi~dkcrckie/. T i e y  suspected that the white emblem was n token 
of his underslnnding with thc French. He told me that Washington 
came up to him in the I$it, and fell on his knees, to beseech. him 
to allow Iiini to use three hundred of his men in tree-fighting, nnd 
that the generd cursed him and m i 4  "I've a miud to run you through 
the body," and swearing out-" We'll sup today in Fort du Quesne, 
or else in hell !" I have full confidence in the words of 13ilIy ns far 
ay Ihey went, because he seemed incapable of intentional fmud, nnd 
was beside a religious man, of the Methodist profession ; but above 
all, he  had been in after life seven years a servant. with Geneml 
Washington, and thnt circumstance must have more deeply im- 
pressed the facts as they lome, nt tlieirJirst seeing them. Bnddock 
was shot, he mid, through the shoulder into the brenst, and livecl 
some two or three days. T h e  only words he ever uttered nfter hie 
fall were: c c  Is it possible ;"-" all is over!" 

" A  letter of Isaac Norris, spectker of assembly, of the date of 
November, 1765, to R. Charles, agent of the province in London 
says one of the Indian chiefs, nfienvards in Pl~iladelpliia, before the 
governor and council, said, We must let you know it \vns the pride 
and ignomnce of that great general. H e  is now dead, I: ut he ww 8 



bad mnn nlren alive. H e  looked on us as dogs, and weald never 
hearken to our advice, even when we wished to tell him the danger 
he was in wifli his soldiers. For  that reason many of our mumora 
left hi-, and would not be nnder his command." 

In  connesion with the above, I may add, that I saw the memo- 
mndum of n letter which " Major W~sllington" hud ~vritten to the 
governor of Virginia, saying that the Virginia~is belxlred blavely, but 
have suffered dreadfully. Many of his offirers were wounded. and 
himself hnd four lullct lwles in his clothes, and two horses shot 
under hi~n!  At a later period an Indian chief declared, tlli~t the 
Great Spirit must have reserved Washington for something important 
in after life. because he had aimed seven1 shots at him witl~out risi- 
ble e%ct ' 

Bnddock, after Iiis mound, ~ n s  carried forty miles and buried in 
the centre of the road, seven miles east of the present to\i7n of Union, 
and close to the notibem side of the Kational road. The  ;ax! was 
chosen, and the carriages and horses made to make their tmcks over 
thegrave, to prevent its discovery by the enemy. Since tllot day, it 
has never found a friend to give it a more distinguished sepulchre. 
T h e  truth is, he mns not sufficiently populnr. H e  gave his chief of- 
fence to his men by not surering them to fire ns they saw opportu- 
nity, or even when aimed at, but required dl firing to be done in 
platoons, os has been said. 

T h e  Nervburv~ort Henld,  of 1842, declares its acquaintance with 
Daniel  dams,^& old soldier of thai  place, aged S2; who confirme 
the shooting of Bnddock by his own followers. He  learned the fact 
from  cap^ Illsley of Nervbury, who told him that he became n o  
quainted with one of Bmddock'ssoldiers soon aftenvards, (under Sir 
William Johnston,) who was present at the circumstnnce. H e  stated 
that the principal officen had previously advised a retreat, which the 
G e n e d  pertinaciously refused ; that after nearly all the principd of- 
ficers had been shot down, lie wm approached by a cnptnin to renew 
the advice, whom he forthwith shot down. Upon seeing this, a 
lieutenant, brother of the captain, immediately shot Bnddock. Se- 
veral of the soldiers saw the act, but mid nothing. Bmddock wore 
a coat of mail in front, which turned balls fired in front; bul he wne 
shot in the back,and the boll wm found stopped in front by the coat 
of moil ! The  editor pledged himself for the truthfulness of the man 
who told the facts. 

Col. James Smith, of Bourbon, Kentuckg, once an Indian c a p  
tive, had been in his early days em loyed as a province man ffom 
Pennsylvania, to cut n wagon r o a z  (in n party of three hundred 
men,) from Fort Loudon, to unite with Bmddock's rood near the 
Turkey foot, or three forks of Yohngnna. H e  and his companion 
being done, nenr Bedford, were fired at; his friend was killed, and 
himself taken prisoner. T h e  Indians were from Fort du Quesne, 
nno set out to return thither. When nenr it they ve the Indian 
~hout ,  which was ansyered by the firelocks of all t Ci" le Indims and 



Pren-11. H e  had there to run the Indinn gauntlet--suffered terribly 
thereby,nttd fel\ und fainted. When he recovered he found llinlself 
in   he Fort, attended by a surgeon. They then exacted of him wllal 
they could g t h e r  of Bnddock's position, force, Scc. H e  was then 
befriended by an Indian who adopted him, and who soon informed 
Mr. S~nith that they Itad daily knowledge of the particulars or the 
advance of Bnddock. Wltile at  the Fort he saw the Indians and 
French go off to meet him-they seemed to be about four hundred 
men in all, ns if enough to encounter the three hundred men before 
named. After some time, a rumor arrived to say tllat Ihddock 
would be entirely cut off-that they had mounded his force, and 
were themselves completely conceded behind trees and gullies, keep- 
ing up a constant fire; thnr they were falling in heaps, and if they 
a d  not take the river which wns the only gnp, and so mnke their 
escape, there would not be a man left d ive at sundown ! By-and-by, 
Indians and French were seen coming in with spoils-such ns 
caps, canteens, bayonets, and bloody scdps; nftenvards came in 
wigon horses, aud every Indian man having his bloody scalps. To- 
wards sundown a pnrty came in having n dozen prisoners stripped 
naked ; these they soon after burned to death on the river bank op- 
posite to the fort From the best information he could gain, there 
were only seven Indinns and four French killed, while five hundred 
British lay dead on the field, besides what were killed in the river 
on their retreat. The  day after the battle the artillery was brought 
to the fort-several of the Indians were seen moving about deckeG 
off in the dress of the British officers and men, most grotesquely 
proud. 

A private letter to Governor Moms from Sir William Shirley, the 
secretary of General Bmdrlock, conveyed by Sergeant Peters h m  the 
frontiers, before the battle, speaksof the genernl as 'L most judiciously 
chosen for being disqunlified for his service, in almost every respect." 
" H e  may be brnve and honest, but I am greatly disgusted at seeing 
In  expedition so ill concerted originally in England, so ill appointed, 
and so improperly conducted since in Americn." 

Colonel Dunbar, in a letter, says that Brnddock had three horses 
killed under him, and wns at lnst shot through the belly. H e  also 
said, that "by some mismanagement we had not an Indian with us, 
and that General Brnddock could not get above eight or nine to at- 
lend him ; from which circumshnce he laboured under many incon- 
veniences." 

Scnrooyndy,an Indian chief who had been en,pged to nssist in the 
expedition, snid by his interpeter, C. Weiser, to Governor ?&orris, 
that L'it was the pride and ignornnce of that great general that caused 
the defeat. H e  looked upon us us dogs, ond would not hear any 
hing that was snid to him by us. W e  often endeavoured to advise 

him, but he never appeared pleased with us, and that was the reason 
that many of our warriors left him, and would not be under his corn 
mnnd. They were unfit to fight in the woods." 



T h e  province however, left to itself, soon showed what it could 
do by its own people,* was evinced in sending out Colo~~el  John 
Arnistrong in 1756, with only four companies, viz.: Captains Hamil- 
1011, Nercer, Ward and Potter-these, \vith some frontier volunteers, 
made out to reach Kittaning, or Shin,- town, only twenty rides 
above Du Q~~esne ,  (the former aim of Braddock,) and ~ l ~ e r e  sur- 
prised and destroyed the whole setdement, and rescued many prison- 
ers. I t  was a glorious confrat to the other inglorious failure. 

I n  1758, there occurred another joyous ocrasion under G e n e d  
Forbes, the British general who made his wii; out to Fort Du 
Quesne with twelve hundred men, without rnishap b; molestation, . 
for it so happened, that by the friendly treaties before made at Em- 
ton and othenvise, the Indians had become so detached from the 
French in~erest, us to leave them at the Fort to their own resources. 
When Forbes appeared, on the 21h of November, they blew up the 
place, and went off to their fons and setrlen~enrs down the Missis- 
sippi. Under a xnse  of this great event, a day of public h n k s -  
giving mas appointed on the 28th of December, l%S. It was in- 
deed a time of most hearty gratulation and cheering. 

We may judge of the surprise of this unexpected good news, by 
the fact, that when General Forbes had advanced as far as Raystown 
camp, just one month preceding his triumph, he writes to the Go- 
vernor a; if he was then at  the length of his means, and wanted, as 
he  said, a supply of twelve hundred men to bcdisposed in necessary 
frontier garrisons-to be placed in forts, such as at Loyal Hanna, 
Cumberland, Raystown, Zuniatn, Littleton, Loudon, Frederick, 
Sllippensb~trg and Curlisle---'L without these (sajs he) he could 
not secure the frontiers." But before he cmdd be heard of again, 
and in the absence of all hostile Indians, behold, he gets to Pittsburg 
nnd finds the fort abandoned! Truly a lucky gencnl, and a still 
more 111cky province, to thus find also his calls for internlediate forts 
unnecessary! I t  mas a joyful and happy result for a greatly dis- 
turbed and apprehensive people. 

About the year 1770, the first settlers begun to settle about Red- 
stone Old Fort, on the Rlonongal~eln; where Capt. Michael Cres- 
sup made the first house of lop.  T h e  first emigration was princi- 
pally from Maryland and Virginia; they supposed themselves i ~ t  the 
time, as within the bounds of Virgiuia, and not of Pennsylvania, us 
has since been deternlined. Tn 1785, the town of B r o ~ m ~ Z I e  woe 
laid otrt at this place, and great was the quantity of boats Imilt there 
for the descent of the Ohio and Blississippi rivers. 

Soon stores and houses began to be built, and then came the wnnt 
of merchandise, all of which, including stilt, was brought out or1 
pack horses. These were genernlly led in divisions of twelve ot 
fifteen horses, carryingabout two hundred weight each, d l  going 
single file, and being managed by two men, one going before as the 
tender, and the other a t ~ h e  mil, to see niter the safety of the packs, 
kc .  These horses.were all furnished with bells, which were k e p ~  



from ringing during the day drive, but were set loose at night, when 
the horses were set free and permitted to feed and browse. T h e  bells 
were intended ns guides todirect to their L L  whereabout" in the mom- 
i n .  These western c m k r s  were at first a gent aK& to their own- 
ers, as n money making concern; they shning, principally, from 
Hagerstown and Winchester. When iaagons mere first introduced, 
g e a t  wns their hostility to them as an invasion of t h n r  rights. T h e  
first wagon load of goods which went mest, went by that soullrern 
route (so called) that lay much along the tnct of the present Ka- 
tiond road. I t  ww the enterprise of Jacob Bowman, in the year 
1'239, a merchnnt who settled at Brownsville two years before-it 
was drawn by four hones, and drew about two thousand weight; the 
travel, going and coming, occupied about a month, and was done at 
an expense to the merchants of three dollars per hundred weight. Six 
hones since draw seven to eiqht thousand pounds, and go in a week, 
at one dollar per hundred we~gbt. 

Iron, being a mntter of great importance, was first made by I w  
Meadson 6 Co., at nunbar crcek, fifieen miles from Bro:vnsville. 

In  IS14 the Ederpr ise  steamer wns started, she being the first 
which descended and ascended the rivers to and from New Orleans. 

In  1759, Col. Burd, with a command of two hnd red  men, IVW 

the first to open and cut a road from Bnddock's road to the Alonon- 
gahela river, where he erected a fort called Fort Burd. H e  passed 
his road along h e  base of Laurel hill, thence by the way of Cod  
run to Redstone creek, near the present Middletown. 
T h e  Indian name of Pittsburg was 1ClhnacItXink, a name given by 

them to it after it became a fort. I t  means with them an enclosed, 
confined spot of ground, such os a fort would make it. 

Westward ho! Among those who have contributed their recol- 
lections of westward emigntion,we rnay mention the facts recollected 
by the Hon. Judge S, Wilkeson, of Buflalo, on the Ohio. He, when 
young, stnrted with his father's family from Cnrlisle, Pa., in the 
spnng of 1784, to s e d e  near the Ohio, in company with other fami- 
lies; and the incidents of his travel rnay be regarded as the picture 
of others, in general. His family consisled of his father, mother and 
three young children, with a bound boy of fourteen years of age. 
T h e  rond to be travelled in crossing the mountiins, was scarcely 
pmcticable for wagons. Pack horses alTorded almost the sole means 
used for tnnsportotion then,and for years after. They were provided 
with three horses: on one rode the mother, carrying her infant, with 
all the table furniture and cooking utensils; on another was picked 
the store of provisions,.plough irons, and ~ c u l t ~ ~ n l  tools. F v e n  
the irons for constructing rnills were carried on horsebaclc.] T h e  
third horse bore a pack saddle and two large creels, made of hickory 
withes in the manner of a crate, one over each side of the horse, in 
which were stowed the beds and bedding, and the wenring apparel. 
In  the centre of these creels there mm left a vacancy, just suficienl 
to admit R child in each, laced in, with their heads peeping out 
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therefrom. Along with this company were one or more cows, which 
furnished them rnik morning and evening. When arrived at  the 
great mountains, the roads became extremely difficult of passage, 
being often along precipices, with a narrow path, where, if the horse 
stumbled or lost 11is bidonce, himself and burhen might be rolled 
down some hundreds of feet Such paths were often crossed by 
many streams raised by melting mow and spring mins, and running 
in rapid current, in deep ravines. T o  these there s e r e  nc bridges: 
neat  exyosues and happy escapee were often occurring ! When ar- 
9 
wed ,  eventudly, a t  their dtxtination, and located in their log cabin 
and hastily made small clearing, they had to encounter the iilnrtns . 
and perils of Indian aggressions. Their men were occ~ionally shot, 
their horses stolen, and their children,if captured, were borne off and 
sold at Detroit, cw in other cases, adopted. 

Although pack horses hare thus been named as tile inost in use, 
:here were instences of horses and oxen beiug taken over these 
~nountnins dnwicg uogms. T h e  people w l ~ o  went from New 
England in 1769, to settle at and near bluskin$urn, used in several 
cases such mocies of conreyence. T h e  'a Amencan Pioneer," an ex- 
cellent \~.:orli published at  Cincinnati, gives several examples of such 
wes .  H o ~ s ,  four 50 a wagon, would progress about twenty-five 
ndes  a day; and sis osen, yoked two and two, would make a jo::r- 
ney of twenty miles. T h e  roads on the mountain sides were often 
cut into deep gullies on one side by mins, while the other was filled 
with blocks of sandstone. T h e  descents were abrupt, and often not 
unlike the breaks in a flight of stone stairs. Some few wagons were 
pro~ided with lock-chains for the wheels, but in most cases, thc 
downwlrd force was to be checked by heavy logs tied to the wagon: 
and trailing on the ground. 011 other occasions the road was so 
sideling, that it required the service of d l  h e  men, by the use of 
side stay ropes attached to the wogons, to keep t l~em from turning 
over and falling down the mountam side. When they 111 1 s t  at- 
tained the Ohio, they were then to procure flat-boats in which to 
place their wagons and stores, and to lead their horaes and oxen on- 
ward by land ; going at  the same time in continual wntch and fear 
of l~oetile Indian su rises from the Ohio side of the river. When 
finally anived, they 'Y lad to depend for their safely upon log fort de- 
fences, into which they might run in cases of alarm. 

I n  making such journeys to the west, of seven or eight weeks, 
they took G few articles of beds, bedding, and cooking utensils, as 
they could possibly do with. Their clothing and other  good,^ were 
packed in ,\rooden boxes fitted to the wagon,-the women, girls and 
children, would be placed insideand ride, except when they came to 
bad roads and mountains,-sometimes they would get scattered and 
create anxieties,-sometimes the horses, and sometimes the people 
were borne down with the current of water. None now can imagine 
with what dread such, a long and arduous journey was then at- 
tempted from New,England, an4 few now can have a just concep 
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tion of how rnuch they feared the ravages of wolves lrpon their few 
rheep, then held necessary for producing their clothtng. T h e  s h n s  
of the deer were often used for the wear of tlie men. These were 
arduous times for the women: they had every morning to go 
through met woods and gms, sometimes a mile distant, to find their 
cows, by the tinkling of their bells, and to get them home for milk- 
ing, for the subsistence of the family. I n  the mean time, the men 
had often to be off in considerable journeys after their straying 
horses, which continually sl~owed a propensity lo leacc the wild 
country, and tojind their wcy lad; rrom whence they came! This 
was a curious fact, but it was so. It might be mentioned, as a part 
of the scenes of western travel, that it was a common incident tb 
meet, or to be over~iken by long string of pack horses; those from 
the west bearing p e h y  and gin.veng-the others going west, with 
,kegs of spirits, salt, and packs of dry goods. This carrying salt, 
m~thout which lohite people would have deemed any place uniaha- 
bitable, was an aKir  of great expense and concern, and which they 
have since overcome by tlxir own inventions of ,d3'1tg salt, nearer 
their own homes. 

All these referer~ces to things p t ,  and so fast receding from the 
contemplation and the view, are matters to be treasured upand kept 
befre the people, for the same reasons that Virgil has inscribed the 
incidents in the voyage of Eneas  from Troy to Italy--they?oere the 
founders of a nmo sldc! We must contemplate their hardihood 
and hardship3 with admiration and applause. They  were a mce of 
most darinz energy of chmcter and of fortitude--a n c e  in every 
respect different from those who now occupy the same regions 
in opulence, ease, and splendour. Now, instead of the log house 
and wigwam, fine mansions exist-instead of the bark canoe, the 
tomahawk and scalping knife, steamboats and all the implements of 
comfort and convenience abound. Instead of the snvrye yell, the 
literary lecture, and the s o n g  of Zion echo through the land. We  
have dwelt in a wonderful e n ,  and have beheld amazing changw 
for good. Was ever people so blessed whose God is the Lord? 

These now conspicuous and large inland towns, were long regarded 
n h e  early days of tlie province, as far remote in the Indian rang- 

and hunting grounds. T h e  6rst inhabitnnts, who made clearings 
and settle~~~ents" in those regions, were genernlly tolemted squatters, 
living rent free, for the purpose of forming a cordon, or defensive 
barr~er, npinst any Indian surprisa 

T h e  earliest settlement in Lancaster, aa a town, mas induced byi , 
the expected advantnges of the iron works near by. The  first esta- 
blishment of them commenced in 1726, under the enterprise of Mr 
Kurtz. I n  1728, the family of the Grubbs, as iron-masters, began 
their xreer; but the most extensive and succeesful I ' all wos the 
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late Robert Coleman, who m a d  o great fortune thereby. 1%~ 
place was for many years pre-eminent for making and furnishing 
rifles for h e  western settlers and Indians. They &o made nnd 
furnished pack-saddles for the wriers  westward. 

ivhere Lacaster now slanda was once an  Indian wigvatu town; 
a hickory tree stood in its centre, not far from a spring; under this 
tree the councils met, and from one of these councils a depumtion 
was once sent to confer with William Penn at lJhiladelphiir. TIP 
Indian nation \vns called Hickoy, ns well as their town. JVhen 
the whites began to build there, they still c d e d  it by the same nn~lie, 
m d  Gibson, at  his inn, about the gear 1722, had a hickory tree 
painted upon his sign. It was situated near where Sli?y~~~aker's 
hotel is now built, and the spring was in its cellar. T h e  town, under 
the name of Lancaster, \vns not laid out until 1730 ; and the courts 
were not taken to it from Podewaite, until the Fear 1934. I n  
excavating the c i n d  at die north side of the to\w, they came 
ncross h e  bones of the Indians masacred at  the prisons, by the 
Paston boys. 

An Indian town once stood on a flat of land ~ r t b - e a s t  of Hard- 
niche, the seat of William Coleman, Eq. A poplar Uee was the 
emblem of the tribe, from whence their name ~ v a s  derived. Its 
location, and tlrnt of the town, nns near the bank of the Conestoga. 
T h e  Conestoga Indians were once numerous and influential. AE 
early as l i O 1 ,  we read of m embossy from I'hiladelphia l L  round 
about rhroug!~ the wwds," to the palace of the king," "where they 
were cordially received and well entertnined at a considenble 
I n  the year 1721, Sir W. Keith,and his council and thirty gentlemen, 
went to Conestoga, to hold there a treaty with the heads of the Five 
Nations. An original deed from Wiggoneeheenah, of l i25 ,  to Ed- 
mund Calzlidge, gmi~~s, " in behalf of d ~ e  Deluware Indians coo 
cemed," the tmct of land formerlj his plantation, '' lying in a turc 
of Conestoga creek, culled Indian Point7' Those Indians, under 
the genernl nume of Conestogoes, continued to dwell along the 
Conestoga creek, until the year 1764, when fourteen of their nuniber 
having been maliciously killed by the Irish settlers, the rest took 
~helter in Lnncoster, and for their better eecurily were placed under 
the bolts and bars of the prison; where, however, they were after- 
wards assailed nnd massacred-men, women and children-at mid- 
day, by nn arnled brund of lawless ruffians, calling themselves the 

1J.ax1on boys!" T h e  Roman Catholics, under the Jesuits, were the 
first who opened ~digious worship nxnong the people. 

I n  the year 1754, Lancnster hud so much increased as to have 
then contained five hundred houses and two thousnrd inhabitnnts. 
A great proportion of tllcm, then, were of German origin. T h e  best 
lands of Lancilsler county, and deemed, in genernl, the fiuest fum~e 
in the state, nre hose possessed by the German families. 

Rendii~,g is of I I I U C I ~  later origin, and had, when it began, n v e r ~  
npid progress-haring, for instnnce, but one house there in 4745 



and in 1732 in contained one hundred and thirty dwel l~ng  ! I t  was 
raised into alluring repute by rhe agents of the Penn famtly, calling 
for settlen in it, as "a new town of great n a t u d  d v m h g e s  of low- 
tion, and destined to be a prosperous place." 

T h e  first hotel there was that of Connd Weiser, seen in 1533, os 
the little white store of General Keim, on the corner of Callowhill 
nod Penn streets, and since replaced by agreat new house of fashion. 
I t  was at  that place that Conrad Weiser, as Indian agent, used to 
deliver the Indian presents-the~e the war-song of the saxage was 
R U I I ~ ,  the war dance wound down, and the calnmet of peace was 
smoked. The  house was btdl  earlier than the town. Lively and 
busirrrss like as is the present Poftsuille, the man is now living there, 
in lS.i", John Boyer by name, an old revolutionary soldier, now ic 
his eighty-seventh year-lorn and reared at the prescnt Schuyl1;ill 
Haven, in which neighbourhood, he had often been engiqed in 
resisting the predatory invasions of the Indians. T h e  country around 
llitu \V;S long ;L wilderness, and was often the scene of I~loody 
Itlasacres, nluch of which he had seen with his own eyes. 

An old Indian war-path leading from the tribes north of the Sus- 
quellclnna, crossed the mountains at Pottsville, nnd the few settlen 
who hod bnved all danger, and had pitched their cabins in the midst 
of such perils, were forced to struggle desperately at  times, to save 
the scalps of their families from the knife. Fort Henry once stood 
at the head of the Swatam, at the foot of Kittatiny. 

Belldchern atid Emton, formed the frontier towns on the north. 
'I'he former was begun in 1743, under Count Zinzendorf, by form- 
ing there his Nonviiln town. As late os the year 1755, the inha- 
bit~ulk of the neighbouring country were driven in from their farms 
to the towns of Bethlehenl and Easton, filled with panic and dread 
fro111 marauding Iudians! I t  was near to Lehighton, that there then 
rtoodFort Allen, fronting on the Lehigh opposite to the mouth of 
i\lullony creek, where the garrisoc was surprised and massacred by 
Ir~dians. About the same : h e ,  Captain Wetherl~old, who corn, 
manded a scouting party, and who used to ~nalce Allentown and 
Bethlehem his places of rendezvous, was surprised about six miles 
from the latter place, und he and his whole party were shot and 
scalped. On the same day a party, with one Henry Jenks, was also 
surprised and cut OK There was n fort there, made of logs-in 
command of Colonel Bord, who built his house opposite to it-the 
same now held by Peter Newhard, Esq., member of congress. The  
main street, on which it stands, now runs over the site of that fort. 
About the year, 1765, there used to be seven1 skirn~ishw thereabout 
with the Indians. Mr. Newhard's father had told P. N. of these 
thing. As lute as the year 1758, the year of Bnddock's defeat and 
alarm, there was a block-house at  Harris' ferry, the present Harris- 
burg, and l~ostile Indians prowled about Shearman's valley, not far 
aff, committing sundry depredutions. Since the war of the revolu- 
tion. such is the march of itnprovement, that Harrisburg is made the 

13. 



I50 Pennylvania Inland-Bantier TOMIS. 

seat of government, other towns are erected in every direction, and 
d.istnnt places rue made nigh to us in effect, by nunlerous turnpikes, 
mil-roads, and cands! 

It strongly marks the rapid progrese of inland improvement, to my, 
that severnl n~embers of a family of the name of Gill& are now 
liwng, \rho dwelt near the Lehigh, on this side of the present cele- 
bnted RIauch Chunk cod  mines, who were cnptured in open day 
by a band of hostile Indians, in the year l7iS,  nnd borne olT un- 
molested to the Niaprn frontier. One of the females so captured, I 
har s seen and conversed with only a few months before the present 
writ.~g. She is a Friend, dwelling in Byberry. They then t~arelled 
through a wilderness country, unperceived by any white inhabitants, 
fire hundred miles in twenty-six days, Now splendid stage-conches 
roll over gnded tnrnpikes, and pass through nllmerous prosperous 
towns and villages, through all the intermediate space! 

A MS. jorlrnal, which I have seen, of C. F. Post, an Indian 
interpreter nnd agent,, who died at Germantown, in 1W5, and who 
made an excursion from that place, in 1769, to the Susquehannn 
river with sundry Indians, shows incidentnlly how very wild and 
I~idian-like the intermediate country must then have been. His f i~st  
stage of one day from Bethlehem was to Hay's; the next dny fo 
Fbrt Allen, where he met Indians from Wyomitg; thence he went 
1.0 Port Aubcrustu, on the Susquehnnnn,where hemet sundry Indians 
from Diehogo, now called Tiogn, a t  the head of the same river, nnd 
.sow dso  some Indians from SluzmoX+. Coursing dong the river, 
he  came to Wekeeponall, cnd nt night rested nt Queet~mhaualiee. 
T h e  next day they crossed the river at tire Big islarrd, above 
Williamsport. I n  the region on the opposite side, westward, they 
came to seven1 places where they sow two poles, painted red, set up 
as pillars, to which the Indians tied their prisoners for the night 
Now how.diferent are all those regims, brought about in a term of 
sixty years? Persons were lately alive in Zhlpehockm, nenl 
Wornelsdorl, who enw in that country the dreadful Indian masenera 
in 1765. 1 saw myself some that hnd been captured theu 

For further facts, see Appendix, p. 529. 
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"A manhy trite- 
Slipped from the secret hand of Providence, 
They come, we see not how, nor know we whence: 
That seem'd created on the spot-though barn, 
In mosathntic climes, and thither brought, 
By paths as coven oy the birth of thought!" 

TSERE is in tlie fate of these unfortunate beinp much to awnlieo 
aur sympathy, and much to disturb the sobriety of our judgment 
~nucli in heir  characters to incite our involunlilry admimtion. What 
can be niorc ~i~elnnclioly than their history! By a law of their nn- 
Lure, they seem destined to a slow but sure extinction. Every 
where, at the approach of the white nmn, they fade away. We 
hear the rustling of their footsteps, like thnt of the withered leavea 
of autumn; and tlieu~selves, like '&the sear and yellow leaf," ace 
gone for evef ! 

Once the smoke of their migwnms, and the fires of their councils, 
rose in every valley, from the ocean to the Mississippi and the ltikes. 
T h e  shouts of victory and the wardance mng through tlie mourn 
sins and the glades. T h e  light arrows and the deadly toiiinl~awk 
~ihistled through the forest; and the hunter's trace, and the dark 
encampment, shnled die wild beasta in their lain. 'l'he warriors 
stood forth in theu glory. T h e  young listened to songs of other 
days. T h e  mothen played with their infants, and gazed on the 
acene with warm hopes of the future. Braver men never lived-- 
truer men never drew the bow. They  had coumge and fortitude, 
and sagocity and penevemnce, beyond most of the human mce. 
They  were inured, and capable of sustaining every peril, and sur- 
mounting every obstocle for sweet country nnd home. But with all 
this, inveterate destiny has unceasingly driven them hence! 

"Forced from the land thnt gave them b ih ,  
They dwindle from the face of earth !" 

If  they had the vices of savage life, they had the virtues dm. 
They  were true to their country, their frienda and their homes. I! 
they forgave not injury under misconceptions of duty, neither did 
they forget kindne- 

" Fnithful alike to friendsh~p or to hate." 

If their vengeance wns terrible, their fidelity and generosity were 
unconquemble also. Their love, like their hate, stopped not on this 
side the grave. But where are they now? Perished! consumed! 

"The glen or hill, 
Their cheerful whoop hoe ceased to thrill!" 
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T h e  wasting pestilence has not alone done this mighty work; 
no, nor famine, nor war. There has been a n~igl~tier poxver-a 
m o d  canker nhicb hath eaten into their r i ~ a l s a  pltgue wl~ich the 
touch of the baser part of our white men Ilas coln~~~unicated--a 
poison which betrayed them into a lingering ruin. Already the last 
feeble ren~nants of the race are preparing for tl~eir jour~rey beyond 
the Blississippi. I see them leave their long cherial~ed honm;  
" few and faint, yet fearless still," they turn to take a last look of 
their deserted village, a last look at the graves of h i r  Pathers. 
They shed no tears; tlley utter no cries; they Ileave no groans. 
There is something in he i r  hearts wl~icll st~rpasses speech ; diere is 
son~ething in their looks, not of vengeance or subn~ission, but of 
hard necessity, wl~ich stifles both-wl1ic11 chokes all utterance- 
which has no aim or method. I t  is couqe absorbed in despair.* 

If such be the traces we may ddnw of Indian character, being 
ouaelves the judges, what n ~ i g l ~ t  it not be, if told I)y themselves, 
had they but our art of letters and the aid of an e loq~~cnt  pres! 
Few or none among themselves can tell their tale of " wrong nnd 
outrage." Yet a solilaryccse does exist, which,while it shows their 
capability of mental improvement, shows dso, in dect ing terms, 
their just claims to our generosity and kindness. 

The  beautiful nnd energetic letter, of April, 1524, to the people 
znd congress of the United States, by the Cherokee natives and re- 
presentatives at Wnshington city, has some fine touches of refined 
eloquence to this effect-saying, of their communications, they have 
been l L  the lonely and unmi~ t ad  elTom of the poor Indian ; for we 
are not SO fortunate I ~ S  to have such helpwherefore  this letter and 
every other letter \\.as not only written but dictated by an Indian. 
T h e  white man seldotn comes fort11 in our defence. Our rights are 
in our onln keeping, and Ole proofs of our loneliness, of our be- 
reaved and helpless state, unknown to the eye of prejudice, having 
set us upon our resources, is known to those benevolent white 
brothers who came to our help nit11 letters, and the lights of civili- 
zntion and Christianity. Our letters (we repeat it) are our  ow^, 
and if they are thought too refined for 'savages,' let the white 
man take it for proof, that, with proper assistance, Indians can think 
and write for tl~e~nselves." Signed-John Ross, and tl~ree otl~ers. 

T h e  Ir~dians were al\vnys the iri~ndv of RIiquon, of Onas-of our 
forefathers! I t  was their greatest pleasure to cultivate mutual good 
w.ll and kindness.-" None ever entered the cabin of Logan hungry, 
and h e  gave hitn no meat; or cold, or ndwd, and he gave him no 
clothea!" Grateful henrts must cl~erish kindly recollections of n too 
often injured race. W e  are therefore disposed, as Pennsylvnnians, 
to trensure up  some few of the hcts least known of them, in the 
times by-gone of our annals. 

W e  begin with their primitive character and habits ns seen by 

"l'hw inhduclory ~ t i m e n t s  are gcndly  horn the leading idma of Judge Story 
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Willian~ Penn, and told in his letter of August, 1693, to the Free 
Society of Traders. 
" T h e  natires I shall consider In their persons, l a n p q e ,  nlnnners, 

religion :~nd government, with my sense of their orignal. Fnr their 
persons, they are generally tall, straight, well-built, and of singular 

roportion; they tread strong and clever, and mostly wnlli with a 
%ay chin. Of con~plerion, black, but by design ; as the Oypsiu 
in England. They grease tl~etnselves with beor's fat clarified; and 
using no defence against sun, or weather, their skins must needs be 
fiwartliy. Their eye is little and black, not unlilie a stnigl~t-looked 
Jew. T h e  thick lip, and flat nose, so frequent with the East In- 
dians and blacks, are not common to them: for I hare seen as 
comely European-like fmes alnong them, of both aeses, as on your 
side the sea; and truly an Italian cornplesion hat11 not much more 
of the white, and the noses of seveml of them have as much of the 
Ron~an. 

' L  Their language is lof~y, yet nnrrow; but, like the Hebrew, in 
signification full ; like short-hand, in writing, one word serveth in 
the place of tl~ree, and the rest are supplied by the untlerstanding 
of the hearer: imperfect in their tenses, wonting in their moods, 
participles, adverbs, conjunctions, inte rjections. I have made it my 
business to understand it, that I might not wimt a n  interpreter, on 
any occ:~sion ; i~nd I must say, that I know not n Iilnguap spokec 
in Europe, that hat11 words of more sweetnw, or greatness in accent 
and e~nphmis, than theirs. 

" Of their customs and manners, there is nluch to be said ; I will 
begin with children; so soon ns they are born, they wwli them in 
water; and while very young, and in cold \veotlier, they plunge 
them in the riven, to harden and emboldcn them. The  children 
will go very young, at nine months co~n~nonly ; if boys, they go a 
fishing till ripe for the woods; which is about fifteen; tlien'they 
hunt, and after having given some proofs of their manhood, by o 
good return of skins, they may marry; else it is a shame to think 
of wife. T h e  girls stay with their n~otliers, nnd help to hoe the 
ground, plant corn, and carry burdens; and they do well to use 
tlle~n to tlmt young, which they mnst do when they are old ; for the 
wires are the true servants of the husbands; otherwise the men are 
very alreectionate to them. 

"When the young women are fit for m a m q e ,  they weor some- 
thing upon their heads, for an advertisement, hut so tw their fi~cea 
are hardly to be seen, but when they please. T h e  q e  they marry 
at if women, is about thirteen and fourteen; if men, sevmteen and 
eighteen ; tlley are rarely elder. 

" Their houses are mats, or barks of trees, set on poles, in the 
fashion of an English bnrn; but out of the power of the minds; 
for they are hardly higher thun a man; they lie on reeds, or g m .  
In tmvel they lodge in the woods, nbrut o great fire, with the mantle 

Yoc. 11.-u 



of dufila they wear by day nrapt about them, and a few boughd 
 tuck round them 
'' Their diet is maize, or Indian corn, divers ways prepared; 

sometin~es roasted in the ashes; sometimes benten and boiled with 
water; wl~icll they cd l  Iwmke ; they also make cd;es, not unplea- 
sant lo eat. T l ~ e y  l~ave likewise seven1 dolls of beans and pease, 
that are good nourishment; and t l ~ e  woods and rivers are their 
larder. 

" If il European comes to see them, or cdls for lodging at their 
Ilouse or wigwant, they give hitn the best place and first cut. If 
they come to visit us, they salute us with an Ifdr ; ~vhich is as' 
nruclt ils to say, Good be to you, and set then] down; which is 
n~ostly on  he grounrl,close to their heels, their l e g  upright; it may 
be they speak not a word, but obeen'e all passages. If you give 
them any tlhg to eat or drink, well ; for they will not nsk ; and be 
i t  little or much, if it be with kindness, they are well pleased, else 
they go away sullen, but say notlling. 

"They are great conceders of their own resentmetits; brought ' 

to it, I believe, by the revenge thnt hath been practised among 
them. 

But in iibenlity they excel ; nothing is too good for their friend : 
give them n fine gun, coat, or otlter thing, it may pnss taetlty hands 
before it sticks; light of heart, strong aKections, but soon spent. 
T h e  most merry creatures that live, f e t t  and dance perpetually; 
they never have much, nor wont much : wealth circ~rln~eth like the 
blood ; all parts partake; and though none shall want \vltat another 
hatl~, yet exact obeervers of property. They care for little; because 
they want but Iittle ; and the reason is, a little cootet~ts thert~. In 
this Qiey are sulficiently revenged on us: if they are ignorant of our 

easuresl they are aIso free from our pains. W t  swenl and toil to 
tve; thetr pleasure feeds tliem ; I mean their lr~lntitg, fieliing and p' 

foaling ; and tllie table ia spread every ~vlrere. They eat t\vice a 
day, morning and evening; their seats and hlh are the groutld. 

" I n  sickness itupntient to be cured, and for it give m y  thing, 
especially for their children, to w1101n they arc e x t w ~ ~ ~ e l y  natural: 
they drink at those times a Tcsa~z, or decoctiou of sonic roots in 
spring-safer; and if they eat any flesh, it must be of the fet~lale of 
any creature. If they die, they bury 111ett1 wit11 their apparel, be 
they man or woman, and the nearest of I i i r ~  lliug ill son:etl~ing pre- 
cious with them, as a token of their love : their niourni~lg is blnck- 
ing of their faces, which they continue for n year: they are choice 
of the graves of their dead ; for lest they should be 10s; hj; time, and 
id1 to common use, they pick off the pm that grows upon them, 
and heap up the fallen earth with great care and exactness. 

'c These poor people are under o dark night in things reIating to 
religion, to be sure the tmdition of it; yet they believe in n God and 
immortality, without the help of metaphysics; for they say, '"rllere 
is a Great King tbht made them, who dwells in a glorious co Jntrv to 
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the southward of them; and that the souls of the good shall go 
thither, where they shall live agilin.yy-Their worship consisls of two 
p~rts, sacrifice and mntico: their sacrifice is their first fruits; the 
first and fattest buck they kill goeth to the fire, w h e ~ e  he is dl 
burnt, wit11 a mournful ditty of him that perfornleth the ceremony, 
but with such tnnrvellous fervency and labour of body, t h a ~  he mill 
even stvent to a foatn. T h e  other part is their cantico, performed 
by round dances, sometimes words, sometimes song, then shouts, 
two being in the middle that begin, and by sirtging and drumming 
on a board, direct the chorus: :heir postures in the dance are very 
anttc, and diflering, but all keep measure. This is done with equal 
earnestness and labour, but great nppeannce of joy. In the fall, 
when the corn comerh in, they begin to fenst one another. There 
have been two great festivals already, to which all cotne that will : 
I was at one myself. 

"Their government is by kings, which they cnll &chnmnu, and 
those by succession, but always of the mother's side : for instance. 
the children of him that is now king will not succeed, but his bro- 
ther by the mother, or the children of his sister, whose sons (and 
after them the children of her daughters) will reign ; for no woman 
inherits : the r e m n  they render for this way of descent is, thnt their 
issue may not be spurious. 
" Every king hath his council, m d  that consisw of all the old nnd 

wise nwn of his nation; which perhaps is two hundred people: 
nothing of molnent is undertitken, be it war, pence, selling of land, 
or trdic,  ~ i t h o u t  advising with them ; and which is more, with the 
yomg  men too. It is admiruble to consider how powerful the king3 
are, and yet how they move by the breath of their people. I hnve 
had occnvion to be in council with them upon treaties for land, and 
to adjust the tertns of trade. Their order is thus: the king sio in 
the middle of a half moon, and hath his council, the old and wise, 
on each hand: behind them, or nt a little distance, sit the younger 
fry in the same figure. 

" T h e  justice they hnve is pecuniary : in cnse of any wrong or 
evil fact, be i t  murder itself, they atone by feasts, and presents of 
their Warnpum, which is proportioned to the quality of the offence 
or person injured, or of the sex they are of: for in cnse they kill n 
woman, they ply double, and the reson they render is, 'that she 
breedeth children, which men cannot do.' I t  is rnre that they fall 
out, if sober ; nnd if drunk, they forgive it, saying, ' it was the drink, 
and not rlte trim, h t  abused them.' 

'' We I~ave agreed, that in all differences between us, six of each 
side ohdl end the matter: do not abuse them, but let them have 
justice. nttd you win them : the worst is, thnt they are the worse for 
the Christiiu~s, who have prop-ted their vices, and yielded them 
rradition for it, nnd not for good thing. 

"Fo r  their original, I arn ready to believe them of the Jewish 
m e ;  I mean, of the stock of the ten iribes, and that for the follow 



ng reasons : first, they were to go to 'a land, not planted or 
u-hich, to be sure, Asia and Africa were, if not Europe ; and H e  that 
intended that estmordinary judgment upon  then^, might n l d e  the 
passage not uneasy to them, ;ls it is no; irnposible in itself, from the 
easternmost pans of Asia, to the westernmost of America. I n  the 
nest place, I find them of like countenance, and their children of so 
lively resemblance, that a man mould think himself in Duke's place, 
or Berry street, in London, when he seeth thenl. But this is not 
all: they agree in rites; they reckon by moons; they olTer their 
first-fmits; they have a kind of feast of talen~acles ; they are said 
to lay their altar upon trcelzv stones; their mouncing a year, Mis- 
toms of women, with many things ?hat do not now occur." 

Gabriel Thomas, in his description of Pennsylvania, as written in 
1696, says, " T h e  natives of this country ure supposed by most peo- 
le, to have been of the ten scattered tribes, for they resenhle the krs in the make of their persons and tincture of their con~plexions. 

They observe new moons ; offer their first-fruits to a Maneto or sup- 
posed deity, whereof they have two--one, as they krrcy, above- 
(good) another, below-(bad.) They have n kind of feast of taber- 
nacles, laying their altars upon twelve stones. They observe n sort 
of mourning twelve months; customs of women, and many other 
rites.. They  are very charitnbk to one mother-the lame and the 
blind living as well as the best. They are also very kind and 
obliging to the Christians. They  have among them many curious 

e ~ c d  wild herbs, muis and drugs of great virtue, which makes the 1"':. 
nd~ans, in their right use, as able doctors as any in Europe." 

Oldmiron says there were, in 16S4, as many as ten nations of In- 
dians in the province of Pennsylvania, comprising 6,000 in number. 

William Penn held a great Indian treaty, in 1701, with fo1.1~ In- 
dian chiefs, who came from mcny nations to Philadelphia to settle 
the friendship. The  Same year he had also a great Indian council 
at Pennsbury, to take leave of him, to renew covenants, d s .  
Mrs. Mary Smith's MS. account of the first settlement nt Burling- 

ton, (herself an eye witness,) thus speaks of the Indians there in 
1676, saying-" T h e  Indiuns, very numerous and very civil, brought 
them corn, venison, kc., and bargained also for their land. I t  wna 
mid that an old Indian king spoke prophetically before his death, 
and said the English should increiw nnd the Indians should de- - 
crease !" 

Jacob Taylor's Almanac of 1743 relntw, that '' An Indjnn of the 
rovince, looking at  the great comet of 16S0, and being usked what 

Re thought ra. the meattiny of t~tut prodigious appeamnce, answered 
-' R signiJies, ~ o e  Indians sI1~lI melt away, and  country be 
inhabited by amotl~r sort of people.' This prediction the Indian 
- .  -- 

It i~ acnmly m i $ ~ ~  to read hem cdncidcnces of opinion with Penn'a, which prs 
cede it. without thinking of Dr. Doudhet's Sku in the West, and hie eEorts to prow 
them JerPish. 





delivered very p v e  and positive to a Dutchman of good reputation 
near Chester, who told it to one, now living, of full veracity." 

I have compiled from the work of the Swedish tmveller, Professo 
Kalni, his notices of our Indians preceding the year 1746, to wit: 

& -  Of their Food a n d  Mode of Liuing.-Maize, (Indian corn,) 
some kinds of beans and melons, made up the sum of the Indians' 
gardening. Their chief support arose from hunting and fishing. 
Hesidw these, the oldest Swedes relaled that the Indians were accus- 
to~ned to get nourishment from the following wild plants, to wit: 

" Hopniss, so called by the Indians, and also by the Swedes, ( t h  
Clycine apios of Linnreus,) they found in the n~eadowu. T h e  roots 
resembled potatoes, and were eaten boiled, instead of bread. 

LC Eillniss, so called by the Indians and Swedes, (a kind of Sagit- 
taria sagittifolia,) was fouud in low wet ground, had oblong roots 
nearly as large as the fist ; this they boiled or roasted in the ashes. 
Several Swedes said they liked to eat of it in their youth. T h e  
hogs liked them much, and made them very scarce. Mr. Kdm,  
who ate of them, thought they tasted like potatoes. When the In- 
dians first saw turnips they called them katniss too. 

" Tam-110, so called by the Indians nnd Swedes, (the drum vir- 
ginicum, or Wake-robin, and poisonous,) grew in moist grounds, and 
swamps; h e y  ate the root of i t  T h e  roots grew to the thicknese 
of a man's thigh ; and the hog3 rooted them up and devoured them 
eqerly. T h e  Indims destroyed their poisonous quality by baking 
them. They made a long tre~ich in the ground, put in the roots and 
covered them with earth, and over them they made a great fire. 
They tasted somewhat like potatoes. 

bc Taw-keel so called by the Indians m d  Swedes, (the Orontium 
quaticum,) grew plentifully in moist low grounds. Of these they 
used the seeds, when dried. These they boiled repeatedly to soften 
them, and then they ate somewhat like peas. When they go1 
butter or milk from the Swedes, they boiled them together. 

IC  Bilberriea or whortleberries (a species of Vaccinium) was a com- 
mon diet among the Indians. 'I'hey dried them in the sun, and 
kept them packed rrs close as currants. - Of h i r  Irnplcmenls fw Domestic or R c l d  Use.-The old 
boilers or kettles of the I n d i m  were either made of clay, or of dif- 
ferent kinds of pot stone-(Lapis ollaris.) T h e  former consisted of 
a dark clay, mixed with gmins of white sand or quartz, and probably 
burnt in the fire. Many of these kettles had two holes in the upper 
margin ; on each side one, through which they prosed a atick, and 
held therewith the kettle over the fire. I t  is rernnrkab!e thnt none 
of these pote have been found glazed either inside or ouiside. A 
few of the old Swedes could remember to have seen the Indians use 
such pots to boil their meat in. They were made sometimes of a 
greenish, and sometimes of a gmyish pot stone ; and some were made 
of another species of a pyrous stone. They were very thin. Mr. 
Bortmm, the botanist, showed him an enrthec pot, which had been 
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l5b hdium. 

dug ur at a place where the I n d i m  had l ived-on the outside 11 
was much ornamented. Nr. B a r t m  hod also serenl  broken pieces 
They were d l  made of mere clay, in which were mixed, according 
to the convenience of the makers, pounded shells of snnils and m u s  
cles, or of crystals found in the mountains. It WE plain they did 
not burn them ~nuch,  bemuse they could be cut up with a knife. 
Since dte Europeans have come among them they disuse them, and 
have even lost the art of making &em.-[All these remarks much 
accord wirh the speculations \vhich I have preserved on this subject, 
respecting the potteries found in the tumilii in the westen countries.] 

"Tlre hatchets of the Indians were made of stone, somewhat of 
the shape of a wedge. This was notched round the biggest end, 
and to this they affixed a split stick for a handle, bound round with 
a cord. These hatchets could not serve, however, to cut any thing 
like a tree ; their means, therefore, of getting trees for canoes, kc., 
was to put a great fire r o u d  the roots of a big tree to hum it off, and 
with a swab of rW on u pole to keep the tree constantly wet above 
anti1 the fire below burnt it 017: When cl~e tree was down, they laid 
dry branches on the trunk and set fire to it, and kept swabbing that 
part of the tree \vhich they did not want to bum ; t l~us  the tree 
burnt a hollow in one place only ; milen burnt enough, they chipped 
or scraped it smooth inside with their hatchets, or sharp flints, or 
lharp shells. 
, " h t e a d  of knives, they used lit& s h q  pieces of flints or quartz, 
or (I piece of sharpened bone. 
" At the end of their arrows they fnstened narrow angulated pieces 

of stone ; these mere com~nonly flints or quartz-[I have such, ns 
well as hatcheb, in my possession.] Some made use of the claws 
of hirds and bensts. 

'r11ey had stone pestles of about n foot long and fire inches in 
~hickness; in these they ponnded their maize. Many had only 
wooden pestles. T h e  Indians were astonished beyond mesure  
when they saw the first wind-mills to grind grnin. They were, at 
first, of opinion that not the wind, but spirits within them,gave them 
their montentum. They would come from a great distance, and set 
down for days near them, to wonder and admire at them. 

T h e  old tobacco pipes mere made of clay or pot stone, or ser- 
pentine stone-the tube thick and short. Some were made better, 
sf a very fine red pot stone, and were seen chietiy with the sachems. 
Some of the old lh tchmen at New York preserved the tradition .that 
rhe first Indians seen by the Europeans made use of copper for their 
iobncco pipes, got from the second river near Elizaberhtown. I n  
confirmation of this, it was observed that the people met with holes 
worked in the mountains, out of which eome copper had been taken ; 
m d  they even found some tools which the Indians probably used for 
the occnsion. They used birds' claws instead of fishing-hoolts. The 
Swedes snw them succedd in this way." 



' rhe Indians made their ropes, bridles, and twine for nets, out of 
a wild weed, growing abuniantly in old corn-fields, commor~ly callea 
Indian he~np-(i. e. Linum virginianum.) T h e  Swedes used to 
buy fourteen yards of the rope for a loaf of bread, ond deemed them 
more lasting in the water than that made of true hemp. Mr. Kaln: 
himself saw Indian women rolling the filaments of this plant upon 
their bare thighs to make of them thrend and strings, which they 
dyed red, yellow, black, k c .  

T h e  lndians at  first were much more industrious and laborious, 
and before the free use of ardent spirits, attained to a great age. In 
enrly time they were every where sprend about among the Swedes. 
They had no domestic animnls among them before t l ~ e  arrival of the 
Europeans, save a species of littie dogs. They readily sold their * 

lands to the Swedes for a smdl pdce. Such lmcts ns would have 
brought 3400 currency in Kalm's time, had been bought for a piece 
of baize or n pot of bmndy! 

The  Indinr~v told Mr. I<alm, ns their tmdition, that when they snw 
the first European ship on their const, they were perfectly persuade6 
Maneto, or God himself, wns in the ship; but wheu they first saw 
the negroes, they thought they were a true breed of devils. 

T h e  Indians whom we usually call Delawares, because first found 
>bout the regions of the Delaware river, never used that name among 
hemrelves; they called themselves Lenni Lewpe, which mema 
'the o&+d people,"--knni, meaning original,-whereby they 

expressed they were an unmixcd m e ,  who had never chnnged their 
chancter since the creatlon ; in effect they were primitive sons of 
Adam, and others were sons of the curse, ns of Hsm, or of the out. 
cnst Ishmnel, &c. 

They, as well as the M e r p e ,  (cnlled by us Iroquois) agreed in 
saying they eume from westward of the Mississippi-called by the111 
Namresi Sipu, or river of fish, and that when they came over to the 
enstern side of that river. they there encountered and finally drove 
off all the former inhabitants, called the Alligewi-(and of course 
the primitives of all our country!) who, probably, such ns survived, 
aought refuge in nilcxjco. 

From these facts me may learn, that however unjustifiable, in a 
m o d  sense, nlay be the aggressions of our border men, yet on the 
rule of the lcx talionis we may take refuge and say, we only drive 
off or dispossess those who were theniselves enrroucf~ers, even ns all 
our Indiltns, as above stnted, were! 

T h e  lndinns called the Quakers Qzcekels, and "the English," by 
inability of pronouncing it, they sounded Yengees-from whence 
probl~bly we have now our name of Ynnkees. In their own Ion- 
g u q e  they called the English 

William Fishbourne, in his M Vmhh nnrmtive of 1739, snys the pro- 
prietor's first nnd principal care wns to promote pence with all, 
accord~ngly he estnblished a friendly correspondence, by way of 



treaty, with the Indians, at l a *  twice a year. p h i s  fact is worth 
remembering!] He also strictly enjoined the inhabitants and sur- 
veyors, not to settle any land to which h e  Indians had a claim, 
until he had first, at  his own cost, satislied and paid for the same; 
so that this discreet method engaged their friendship and love to him 
and his people---even while other colonies were at war and Jistrese 
by the Indians. 

JVilliam Penn's letter of die 25th of 6 mo., 1700, to Junes  Logim, 
(in the Logan BISS.) says, thtlt because of nn injury done his leg, 
the Indians must go up to him at Pennsburg, dong with the councii, 
c W a s  not this assemblage for something like a treaty ? 

Auother such =emblage of Indians met there also in I 'TO1 ; for 
Jollu Richardsot~ tells us, in his journal, of his being here  when 
many Indians and chiefs mere ptesent to revive their covenants or 
trealies with William Penn before his return honle. -]ere they 
received presents-held their cantico or worship, by singiug and 
danciug round h e  fire on the ground. 

111 1704, the Indians of the Five Nations (Onandngo) came on 
to Philadelphia, to trade and make o treaty. J a n ~ e s  Logan rvn: - .  - 
present 

I n  1724, an Indian chief, in addressing Sir William Keith, colw 
plains that nlthough O m  gave his people their lands on the Brandy- 
wine, yet h e  whites have stopped the river; the fish can no longer go . 
up it; their and children con no longer, with their bows and 
arrows, kill the fish in the shdlow waters; it is now dark and deep; 
and they wisb they may pull away the dams, that the water may 
again Bow, and the fish n p i n  swim ! 

Mr. Carver, firs1 settler at Byberry, became in great stnits for bread 
stuff; they then knew of none nearer than Xew Castle. I n  that 
extremity they sent out their children to some neighbouring Indians, 
inteuding to leave them there, till they could have food for then] at 
home ; but the Indinns took off She boys' bowers, nnd tied the legs 
full of corn, and sent them back thus loaded-a rude but frank and , 

generous hospitality ! His gen t  grnndaughter, Mrs. S., told me of 
illis fact as certain. 

T h e  Indians upon the Brandywine had a resewed right, (as said 
James Logan in his letter of 1731,) to retain themselves a mile in 
;readth on both sides of one of the branches of it, up to its source. 

In  the year 1742, (vide Peters' letter to the Penns,) there was 
in Pldadelphia an assenlblnge of two hundred and twenty Indims 
of the Five Nations. They had come from the north-westward to 
get goods. While in the city, a fire of eight houses occurred, at 
which they gave great assistance. 

In  the year 1744, by reason of some strife between the frontier 
people and Indians of Virginia nnd Maryland, they aim to settle their 
dispute, by h e  mediation of the Pennsylvania goveroor, through a 
treaty, to be convpned at John Hnrris' ferry, (now Harrisburg,) which 



was, however, not held there, hut at  Lancaster, w ~ & e  the &air was 
adjusted satisfactorily. 

T h e  last of the Lenane. nearest resident to Philadel~hia. died in 
Chester county, in th; p'erson of old Indian ~ a n n i h ,  in 11603. 
She had her wi,pam many years upon the Brandywine, ond used 
to tmrel much about in selling her baskets, kc .  On such occasions, 
she was onen followed by ber dog and her p i , d  stopping where 
she did. She lived to be oenrly a hundred years of nge-hd n 

roud and lofty spirit to the Inst-hated the blacks, and scarcely 
l r o o b d  the lower orders of the whites; ber family before her, had 
dwelt with other Iudians in Kennet township. She often spoke 
emphdcdly of the wrongs and misfortunes of her mce, upon whom 
her affections still dwelt As she grew old, she quitted her solitude, 
and dwelt in friendly families. 

A person visiting her cabin, on the farm of Humphrey Mnrshnll, 
thus expressed his emotions : 

Ls WDS this the spot where Indian Hannah's form 
Was .<een to linger, weary, morn with care? 
Yes. -that rude cnve was once the happy home 
GFHannnh, last of her devoled m e ;  
But she too, now, has sunk into the tomb, 
And brinrs and thistles wnve nbove the place." 

Seveml facts concerning the Chester county Indians, collected by 
my friend, Mr. J. J. Lewis, may be read on pnge 513 of my MS. 
Annals, in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania-such ns their 
thickest settlement being about Pequa, and along the great valley 
I n  other places they usually settled in groupes of h d f  a dozen 
families. T h e  lnst remainingfamily was remembered about sixty 
years ngo, at Kennet, conslstlng of Andrew, Samh, Nanny, and 
Hannnh, the last being the above mentioned Hannah-" lost of the 
Lennpe !" 

As late as the year 1760, the Shawnese had their wigwam at the 
Beaver pond, near the present Carlisle ; and os late as 1760, Doctor 
John, living in Carlisle, with his wife and two children, were cruelly 
murdered, by persons unknown. H e  wos a chief. T h e  governor 
offered 3100 reword. 

As it is the prejudice or misinformation of many, to regnrd the 
Indians as wholly barbaric, I herein add eome elucida~ion of their 
real chamcter as derived now from a living chamcter, John Brickell, 
of Columbus, Ohio, who was made a prisoner in Pennsylvania when 
a youth, and who ~ v a s  given up in 1795, after Wayne's victory. H e  
had been adopted and brought up with kindness in the family of 
Whingwy Pooshies, a Delaware. At his taking leave, the children 
all hung round him crying ; and when present, before the military, 
his Indian father stood up and made this touching and pathetic 
speech, suying : 'L my son, there are the men of the same colour 
yourself-some of them may be of your kin, or can convey you to 
those who are your kindred. You have Jived a long time with us 
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and I call on you to say if I h v e  not used you ns well as a fathe1 
could use a son ? You hare  hunted for me and been to me as a WIL 
I call on you to say if you mill go, or if you nil1 still stay with me? 
Your choice is left to yourself." Then  Brickell says, he knew im 
truth, and stood up  some time, considerate, hardly knowing what 
choice to make-he thought of the children he had just left. in 
tears-then of tLe Indians d ~ o m  he loved-then of his own kin- 
and 11e at length answered, I will go with my hin. T h e  lndian 
replied, I n ~ u s t  then loose you-I had lemed on you as a sti15-- 
now it is broken-and I mu ruined7'-he then sank back to his seat 
and cried, and was joined in tears, by Brickell ! Such a scene was 
like thc patriarchal relations in the Bible, and Brickell tnakes t l ~ e  
remark, that mimy of their observances in his mind seemed to show 
their clmnity to tlic Jews. They had their regular feasts; such as 
the first corn that is fit to use, was made a fruit o[reriug, and when 
they started on hunting expeditions, t l ~ e  first p n l e  illat was taken 
they skinned whole, o b e r r i t  not to break a l o ~ ~ c ,  and leaving 
thereon, the Ilead, ears and hoofs, this they cook wl~ole and every 
one partakes, and the rest they eartirely h i  up. They  also obeerve 
the law of clean and unclean aninlals. They n e w  eilt catfish, eels, 
or other fish icithout scales, nor bens~s or birds of prey. They would 
not even eat nbbits rvl~en he had killed thenr. Their wonlen, too, 
observed, with remarkable strictness, times of seclusion, and not 
returning to society, till afier washing themselves and their whole 
apparel. In  cases of deaths of husl>ands or wives they wore moum- 
ing apparel for an entire year. It is hardly possible to conceive that 
such co~fonuities to Jewish rituals, alnong a people so long LLscat- 
tered and peitled," could be the result of arbitrary choice. H e  shows 
too, that 111ey were etninently a religious people in their own way, 
worshipping God, olways, according to L L  the law of their fathers." 
They  frequently had fmiZy worslrlp in which they would sing and 
pray, and they had no words for profane swearing, and never used 
false accus;~tion, a t ~ d  are always strictly clmste. Brickell renlarks, , 

that they were the best people to train up  children he had :-er seen; 
they never wl~ip,  nnd scarcely ever scold, the wl~ole fiunily is remark- 
ably quiet, ;und much of their time. they employ in instructing their 
youths in what they deem to be right, they h ~ y  much of Maneto, 
much applaud before their children just actions, and greatly cnn- 
demn bad esin~ples. 

Tha t  their kindness to Brickell was not an exempt case, we may 
know from a fact which he relates of another prisoner, one Isnac 
Choat. H e  had been but a short time a prisoner, when he was 
observed by his master to be ~it t ing in a pensive mood, and being 
asked, rvllat was his cause of trouble, he said, "he  was thinking 
ahout his wife nnd children." T h e  Indian said, that nmkes me 
think that I should be sorry too, if carried away from my squaw an2 
children, and Q will not let you sutler, I must let you go, but not 
alone lest other Indians see you and kill y o u 4  mustgo with you," 



and ao saying, he accompained him as far ns Musbingm and set him 
ree; the result was, he joined his family, and was afterwards seen d y Brickell. 
The snme I n d i m  recaptured one May, n prisoner, whom they 

had cherished nnd ndopted-they tied him to a tree, set a tnrget on 
his breast, md shot hi with many balls, and saying, "you cot 
satisfied to live with us." This wos the operation of their law, of 
"an eye for nn eye and a tooth for n tooth." If &om and usage 
unction h e  ncts of others, why not justify them also! 

Indian T Z J  to the Oity. 

From n very early period it wns the practice of Indian companies 
occosiondy to visit tlle city-not for any public business, b i t  merely 
to buy and sell, and look on. On such occnsions they usually found 
*eir shelter, for the two or three weeks which they remained, &out 
the State-house yard.' There they would m,&e up hmkets, and 
sell hem to the visiters, from the nsh strip which they brought 
with them. Before the revolution such visits were frequent, nnd 
after that time they much diminished, so that now they are deemed 
a rarity. 

Such of the Indinns as come to the city on public service were 
always provided for in the east wing of the Stnte-house, up&q 
nnd at the snme time, their necessary support there wns provided for 
by the government 

Old people hnve told me that the visits of Indians were so frequent 
ns to excite but little surprise; their squaws nnd children generally 
nccompnnied them. On such occnsions they went abroad much in 
the streets, and would m y  where stop to shoot nt marks, of small 
coin, set on the tops of posts. They took what they could so hit 
with their arrows. 

On the 6thof 6 !no., 1749, there was at the Stnte-house nn assem- 
blage of two hundred and sixty Indians? of eleven different !ribes, 
assembled there with the governor to make a trenty. The place 
wns extremely crowded; and Cnnnswetigo, a chief, made a long 
speech. There were other Indiins nbout the city at the same time, 
making together probably four to five hundred Indinns nt one time. 
The same Indians remained severd dnys at Logiln's place, in hia 
beech woods. 

As the country increased in populntion, they changed their public 
assemblages to frontier towns-such as Pittsburg nnd Enston for 
Pennsylvanin, nnd Albany for New York, kc. 

They once hung nn Indian at Peggf run, nt the junction of Cnble 
Inne. The crowd, assembled there, stood on the hill. He had 

Them was a shed oonsbuckd for them along the weatem wall; nuder it was ahelbred 
for some time, as old Thomas Bradford has bld me, old King Hendricks a d  a pnny a1 
hi. wnrrion, just before they went to join 8u W i a m  Johnson at Lake Geoga 
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cotnn~iued murder. Old Xrs. Shoemnlrer and John Brown told NO 
of this Fact, and mid the place aftenvards took the name of " Gdloms- 
hill" for a long while. I n  my youthful days Callowhill street cvae 
often called " Gallows-hill street" 

Indian Alanns and AIassacre. 

T h e  defeat of Rraddockt army in 1755, near Pitts-.urg, seems to 
have produced great excitement and much consternation among the 
inhabitants of Pennsylvania, eren within a present day's journey 
from Philadelphia! 350,000 was voted by the legislature to raise 
additional troops. T h e  people at and about Carlisle mere in great 
alarm as frontier inhabitants; and Colonel Dunbar, who had the 
command of the retreating army, was earnestly besought to remain 
on the frontier, and not to come on to Philadelphia, as he soon after- 
wards did to seek for winter quarters. H e  was nick-named " Dun- 
bar the urdy !" 

T o  give an idea how thin h e  settlement of our country was at 
chat time, i t  may serve to say, that such near counties asNorthampton 
a d  Berks esperienced the ravages of the scalping knife, by pre- 
datory parties. From Enston to fifty miles above it, the whole 
covntry mas deserted, and many murders occurred. Easton town, 
and the Jerseys opposite, were filled with the terrified inhabitants. 
Some skulking Indians mere seen about Nazareth and Bethlehem. 
T h e  gnzettes of tlte time have frequent extracts of letters from per- 
sons in the dar~ned districts. Philadelphia itself wns full of syrnpn- 
thetic excitement. T h e  governor, for instance, co~nmunicntes to the 
assembly that he has heard that as rnany as fifteen hundred French 
and Indians are actually encatnpeil on the Suquehanna, only thirty 
ntiles above the present Harrisburg! Some were nt Kittochtinny 
hills, eighty miles from Philndelphia T h e  burning and scalpinga 
at the Great Cove are general. At Tulpehocken the ravages were 
dreadful : one little girl, of six yeats of age, was found alive, with . 
her scalp olr! The  Irish settlement at  the Great Cove was entirely 
destroyed. 

I t  may give some idea of the alarm which these events caused, 
eren on tlte senbonrd, to know, that such was the report received at 
Boliemi;l, in Cecil county, (received by an expresv from New Castle, 
and believed,) that 1500 French an& Indians had reached Lancnster, 
and burnt it to the ground, and were proceeding onward! Three 
companies of infantry, and a troop of cavdry, itnmediately set oB 
towards Lnncuster, and actually reached the head of Elk before they 
lleitrd any cotmter intelligence !-to wit. in November, 1755. 

So sensitive as the frontier men must have felt, they became jea- 
lous, lest the Philadelphians and the ossembly were too much undel 
the pncific policy of the Friends to aITord them in time the necessary 
defensive suppl es. T o  move them to n livelier emotion, an ex e 
dient of gross c i taracter was adopted-it was, to send on to Phila (P el 
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phin the bodies of a murdered famiIy! Thes: a c t u d j  reached 
Philadelphia in the winter, like frozen venison f r o ~  their mourilni- 
-were pnnded through our city, and finally set down before the 
legislative hall--as eccc factum! 

I t  seems much to diminish the idea of time to s q  there are now 
persons dive at  Errston, N'zareth, kc., who once witnessed frontier 
ravages in their neighbourhood, or had their houses filled with refu- 
gees; and also persons, still in Philadelphia, who saw that p m d e  
of bloody masacre. Thomas Bmdford, Esq., lately alive, thus 
wrote to nie, saying: c' I saw, when a boy, in the State-house yiud, 
the corpse of a German man, his wife, and grown-up son, who were 
all killed and scalped by the Indians in Shearman's vdley,not many 
miles from the present seat of governrr.ent. At that time h e  Indians 
mmuded all around the B l ~ c l i h ~ ~ s e  at  Harris' ferryn--(now Hu- 
risburg.) 

John Churchman, the public Friend, also saw those dead bodies, 
nnd has thus spoken of them: " T h e  Indims having burnt a eved  
houses on the frontiers, and illso at Gndenhutten in Northampton 
county, and murdered and scalped some of the inhabitimts, two or 
three of the dead bodies mere brought to Philadelphia in a wagon, 
in the time of the general meeting of Friends there in December, 
with intent to animate the people to unite in prepantions for war on 
the Indians. They were carried dong  the streets-many people fol- 
Iowing-cursing the Indians, and also the Quakers, because they 
would not join in war for their destruction. T h e  sight of the dead 
bodies, and the outcry of the people, were verydicting nnd shocking." 

With the bodies came the I' frontier inhabitants, and surrounding 
the assembly room, required immediate support." 

T h e  excitement in the assembly mn high, between those who 
resisted and those who odvowted means for the emergency. Out- 
door interest too. ot the =me time. am great: for the citizens of 
Philadelphia offe;, by subscription nhd by ~rocl~mil i ion,  TOO dollan 
for the heads of Shinzass and Captain Jacobs, Delacvnre chiefs-gone 
over to the interestsif their enehes!  A I ~ &  the wonders of-that 
dny for us now to conte~nplnte, but of little notoriety then, was the 
presence of " Colonel Washington," on a mission from Virginia, con- 
cerning the Indians. Little did he, or any of them of that colonial 
day, regard him as the future president of a new and great nation!* 

I n  the next year the scourge fell heavy upon the Indians; for 
Colonel Armstrong burnt their town, and destroyed their people at 

I heard one fact of the time, to bo relid upon too:-Reem Meredith, n mcrchant of 
Phiidelphiin, seoing Washington at the CofCee-house, waa so p l e d  with hia persond 
domeanour as a gentml stranger, that be invited him home, t3 dine with him on frmh 
reninon. It formed a lasting frienduhip and cnuanl a(teraarde, it is anid, the appoint 
ment of another Meredith of the fwruly. lo la hi Brat treasurer of the union. As thia 
acquninlanea waa formed without fur~nd ~ulnxluctioh it long remained a grateful rewE 
lection in Modirh'a fnmily. ar a proof of his ~ m m t  He was the father of the 
tmwum. 



Kittanitlg--a great :flair in that day ! T o  commetnontr it a tneda 
wns suuck, and swords and plate were distributed a t  the espense of 
the citv to dte ofiicers, 6 c .  

I n  &ing the preceding notices of Indian events, made so interest 
ing and stirring to the l'hiladelpltians in that day, it mill be appro. 
priately followed by the history of an  association formed in I'hila 
delphia, by leading tnetnbers among Friends, for tlte avowed purpose 
of preserving tlte fornier friendly relations wit11 the Indians, ~vithcut  
the destructive interverttion of war. I t  had, therefore, its ~ v m  abet- 
tors and fierce opponents, as may be discerned in the following brief 
historr of h a t  society, to wit: 

Assonu f ion for presem-ng Peace uifh the htdians- Year 1756. 

I n  the spring of the year 1755,the Indians on the frontiers of Vir 
ginia I~aving conlmenced n m g e s  on the people there, escited great 
, alarn~ a t  I'l~~lodelphia. T h e  pacific principles of the Friends had 
so long preserved the peace of Pennsylvania, that it seetned but no. 
tun1 tllar they should feel peculiar reusons on such a n  occ n lon  c' to 
prevent hostilities from extending to their frontier inhabitants. T h e y  
therefore nnited, in 1756, under the denomination o f "  the Friendly 
Association for regaining and preserving Peace wit11 the Indiuns," 
and by their private and individual subscriptions, raised several thou- 
sand pounds to enable them to execute their friendly designs. Be- 
nevolent as their disinterested designs were, they were reproached by 
some; and even the government, in some instances, repelled their 
proffered services to preserve pence. T h e  Edinburgh Reviewers 
have said, if princes would use Friends for prime ministers, uni- 
versal peace might be perpetuatd," and  he tnanner in which this 
association negotiated, both with the provincial ntlers and tlte ltostile 
Indians, seemed to verify their peculiur quulificutions for snich peace- 
ful offices. 

T h e  ntinntes of their proceedings, containing abot~t t\vo quires of 
MS. cap paper, as preserved by Israel I'etnberton, having been in 
my possession, I mode tnernotilnda of incidents therein, which may 
be consulted by the curious or the interested, in my MS. Annals in 
the Historicid Society of I'ennsylvania, pnges 181 to 164. 

They  begin 1y addressing n long letter, declarative of their designs, 
to Governor Robert H. Morris, on the 12th of the 41h nto., 1756, 
and beseeching him not to declure war against the Indians until 
pncific overtures slto~tld be tnade to them, and oflering to aid the 
sntne by ~ervices nnd money. H e  and his council not acc~rdit tg 
with their views, they proceeded forthwith to uddress a long letter to 
the general nssentbly. A declaration of war was, however, made. 
'I'hey then address lettets to bespcalc friendship for their designs, and 
for the I~tdi:u~s, by directing Israel Pemberton to write letters in their 
bellnlf to Sir \)Tilliam Johnson, and to Governor Sir C'. Hardy, at 
New Yorlc; copies of which ore preserved-also copiee caf Governor 



R. B. Xorris' messages, conveyed by Indian agents to :he Indians 
on the Susquehanna at Teaogon (Tjo=p.) With these agents the 
Friends made much interest ; and their remark on this interference 
is thus recorded-LL From the time of the first messengers arriving at  
Tenogon, the hostilities on our northern frontiers ceased, and a n  n o  
ceptable respite being obtained for our distressed fellow subjects, we 
enjoyed so much real pleasure and satisfaction in this happy event 
of our endeavours, as to en,%e us cheerfully to pursue the business 
we had begun, though many mnlicious calumt~ies and aspersions 
were cast upon us by persons from whom we had a right to expect 
encouragement and assistance." 

They attended Indian treaties nt Easton, at  Lancaster, &kc., and 
often made presents-measures which gave the Friends much ns- 
cendency over the minds of the Indiaus, nnd inclined them to peace. 

Tlrp Paxton Boys, a n d  h d i u n  Massacre. 

This mas a story of deep interest and much excitement in its day 
-the year 1764. I t  long remained quite as stirring and arecting, 
as a tale of woe or of terror, ns any of the recitals, in more modem 
times, of the recollections of that greater event-the war of Inde- 
pendence. T h e  Indians, on whom the outrage was committed by 
those memoruble outlaws, were friendly, unoffending, Christian In- 
dians, dwelling about the country in Lancaster county, nnd the rem- 
nant of n once greater race-even in that neighbourhood where they 
had been so cruelly aflicted. For  instance, in 1701, a letter of 
Isaac Norris' (preserved in the Logan MSS.) speaks tl~ue, to wit: 

I have been to Susquehanna, where I met the governor; we had 
a round-about journey, and well ttavetxed the wilderness; we lived 
nobly at the king'spakzce in Conestope." "They once hnd there 
(says J. Logan) a considerable townen--called Indian town. 

T h e  spirit which finally eventuated in the massacre, was discerned 
and regretted R! a much earlier period-say ns early as 1729-30 
Tlren James Logan's letter to the proprietnries (vide Logan MSS.) 
says, T h e  Indians tl~emselves are alarmed at the swarms of stnn- 
gets, (Irish,) and we are afraid of a breach with them. T h e  Irish 
are very rough to them." I n  1730, J. Lognn complains of the 
Scotch-Irish in a disorderly manner possessing themselves, about thnt 
lime, of the whole of Conestoga manor of 15,000 acres-saying, ns 
their justification, (the same as they did in effect at the mmcre , )  
that IL it was q ~ i n s t  the laws of Cod and nature thnt so much land 
s11011ld lie idle, while so many Christians wanled it to labour on," 
'kc. In truth, they did not go off until dispossessed by the sheriff 
and his posse, and tlleir cabins burnt down to the number of thirty. 
They rested chiefly in Donepl,  as a frontier people, nt an e e r m y  
lion from rent, &kc. 

In 1764, under an alarm of intended massacre, fourteen being 
previously killed on Conestoga, the Indians took shelter in Lanca* 



ter, and for their better security they were placed under t11c bolts nad 
bars of the prison; but at mid-day a party on horseback, from the 
country, rode through the streets to the prison, and there forcilrly en- 
tered and killed unresisting men and wornen on the spot! T h e  citi- 
zens of Lar~cnster were rnucl~ blamed for so tan~ely su lk ing  such a 
breach of their peace. i\'othing was there done to apprehend the 
perpetrators. In  h e  nrean tinte, other lr~dians in amity wiih us: 
hearing of the cruelty to tlleir brethren, sougl~t refuge in Philudcl- 
phia, \vl~ich when the Pru-ton boys knew, being excited to more 
daring and insolence by their former suli'ennce-hke blood-hounds, 
stitnulilted to a passion for more blood by the previous rase-they 
forthwith resolved on marching down to Pl~iladrlpl~ia to destroy the 
renlainder of the afllicted nce,  and to take vengeance also on all 
their friends and abettors here. They were undoubtedly Christiac 
professors-used Bible phme+talked of God's conr ~nanded ven- 
geance on the hentl~en, and that the mints should inl~erit the earth, 
&c. They 11ad even writers to plead their religious cause in Phila- 
delphia! !! 

T h e  news of their approach, which outran them, was greatly 
magnified ; so that '' every motheis son and child" was half crazed 
wit11 fear, and even the Inen looked for a hard and obstinate strug- 
gle ; for even among their own citizens there were not uanting of 
those who, l~ar ing been incensed by the late Indian war, thought 
almost any thing too good for an Indian. T h e  P a t o n  boys, to [he 
amount of several hundred, anned with rifles, and clothed with hunt- 
ing shirts, afi'ecting the rudest and severest nlannen, canie in two 
divisions as far as Gernlantown and the opposite bank of the Schuyl- 
kill, \vl~ere tl~ey finally entered inlo affected negotiations with the 
cttizens, headed by Benjamin Franklin, and returned I~ome, terrify- 
ing the country us they went. 

In the mean time the terrified Indians sought their refuge in Phila- 
delpltia-l~aving with them their RIomrian minister. They were at  
fist conducted to the barracks in the Northern Liberties, by the order 
of the Govcmor. But the Higl~lnnders there refused them shelter; 
and t l ~ e  111tlions stood seven1 bows exposed to the revilings of scoff- 
ers. Tlris was in the cold of December. They were thence sent 
to Proviltte island, afterwards by Iloats to League island : then they 
were recolled and sent to New York. I n  returning tl~rough Phila- 
delphia they l~eld their worship and took their breakfast in the Mo- 
rnvian chwch in Bread street. William Logan and Joseph Fox, 
the barnck Inaster, who gnve them blankets, accompmied them ns 
fiw asTrenton. A company of seventy Highlanders wns tlteir guard 
ay fix as Amboy, wlrere they were stopped by orders from Genenl 
Gage; they then returned back to the Pl~iladelpl~ia barr;~clis.* T h e  
alarm of the Paxton boys being near-at night too-the city is 

' All lllrae rc~nopls  wcrr n~ensurcs of spcurity, ua fcam wem enlertnined from snw 
of our orvrl c rc i rd  citizcne, firournbla to the Parton boys. 



vduntarily ~llurninated !--dm bells ring, and citizens run for arms, 
m d  haste to dte barracks! M.uy young Quakers joined the de 
fenders at the bamcks, where they quickly threw up intrenchments.. 
Dr. Fnnklin,  and other gentlemen who wenl o u ~  to meet t l ~ e  leaden, 
brought them into the city, that h e y  wight point out among the In- 
dians the alleged guilty ; but they could show none. They, how- 
ever, perceived that the defence was too formidable, and they dec ted  
to depart satisfied. 

T h e  Indians remained there several months, and held regulu 
Christian worship. I n  time they were greatly afllicted with stnall- 
pox, and fifty-six of their number now rest among the other dead, 
beneath the surface of the beautiful '& Washington  quar re." 

I n  the spring, these Indians were conducted by Moravian mission- 
aries, via Uetldehem and Wyoming, and made their settlement on 
the Susquehanna, near to Wydusing creek. There they ate wild 
potatoes in a time of scarcity. 

T h e  massacre of those Conestoga Indians wrrs thus described by 
Susanna Wright, of Columbia, to wit : " T h e  cruel murder of these 

w r  Indians hns dected and discomposed my mind beyond whnt ! mn expreil. We  had known the greater pan of them fron~ child- 
ren; had been ulways intimate with them. Three or four of the 
women werc sensible and civilized, and the Indians' children used 
to play with ours and oblige then] d l  they could. We  had many 
endearing recollections of them, nnd the manner of erecting the 
brutal enormity so arected us, thut we had to beg visiters to forbeor 
to s eak of it. But i t  ma. still the subject with every body." 80 good succeeded to die actors. They were well remem- 
bered by old Mr. Wright, long a member in the .assembly from Co- 
lumbia H e  used to tell at. Charles Norris', where he stayed in ses- 
mon time, that he had survived nearly the wl~ole of them, and that 
they generally came to untimely or suffering deaths! 

Present State and  Refbggc of the Delaware Indians. 

T h e  Indian nation of the Delawares--our proper Indians-\vaa 
once one of the most numerous and powerful tribes; but are now 
reduced to about four or five hundred souls, and scattered among 
other tribes. T h e  chief place where they now hold any sepante 
character and community is nt the river Tl~antes, in Upper Canada, 
about seventy miles from 1)etroit. There is there a placed called 
Monvian town-made mernonble by being destroyed by our Ameri- 
cans in the last war, m d  by the death of Tecumseli, the celebmted 
Shawnee chief, in die battle of the '$Long woods." This is at 
present the last and only Mornvian missionary establishment nmong 

Among the most conspicunus of these were Edwnnl Peuinglon and Willinm Lo 
gsn, who were of course h d  under denlinga by the society : but as their pnorous pup 
posw w ~ r e  populnr, Lhei sentence was mild-only nn exclusion from sersice in dw 
of discipline. 

v01,. 11.-w 16 
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the Indians of our country. There are there about one hundred 
m d  sisty souls under the mission of tile Rev. Abmn~ Luclienback, 
and Ilia =isrant, the Rev. Mr. Haman. They worship from printed 
books in the Delaware tongue. 

T h e  wandering of the poor Delawares under the Nonvian 
auspicesare curious. They first collected on AIahony, a bmnch of the 
Lehigli, from whence they were driven by the French war. They 
t h n  removed to near Bethlehem, where they remained till the wm 
of the Revolution ; thence they removed to Tioga ; thence to Alle- 
gheny and to Bearer creek, Ohio. Both of these settlements broke 
up and went to i\Iuskingrn, near I'ew Philadnlphia, where, in 1621, 
there were but abont three families reniaining ; these removed to 
the above mentioned settlement on the Tllarnes, which was estnb- 
lished about the year 1793. 

I n  connexion with this renewed Monvinn town, there is, higher 
up  the Thames, a plare called Bingl~am, occupied by Delawares: 
and not far from them dwell some Rhnsee and Chippewa Indians. 

A small settlement of Delawares now reside near the moutli of 
G m d  river, in Upper Canada, where they form a part of the Six Na- 
tions, who have a reserve of sisty miles in length on both eides of 
d ~ a t  river. b m o y  some of these, the Methodist missionaries have 
wrought nluch civ~lizntion and monl improvement. 

T h e  Indians, formerly of' Chester county, were of the Delaware 
or "Lenni Lenape." Of these was the tribe of the Nanticoke, 
which dwelt once, and lingered long along the whole region drained 
by the stream of tlte Bnndywine- 

''Their home for many on age was there!" 

They  removed from thence in - the year 1767, to the valleys of 
the Wyoming and Wyalusing, on tlte Suquel~anna. At the grent 
treaty of St. Mary's, in W 0 ,  there were then present about twenty 
chiefs and warriors, of the h'unlicokcs ; and among them was one 
who had withstood the stornls of n~nety winters, who, in most dm- , 
matic pn~hos, told the comniissioners, that he and his people had 
once roamed tbrougli their own domains along their favourite Bmn 
dywine. A gentletnan then present related t h ~ s  as fact. Ah, poor 
1ndi:rn ! wli:r~ recol!ections and reflections he must have hru. if duly 
eensible of the change lo him, and even to us! 

ccA mighty chief, whose hundred hnnds 
Ranged freely o er those shaded lands; 
But now there's scarcely left a trace. 
To mind one of that friendly mce!" 

A Delaware chief, a frec,uent visiter to Philadelphia, froni 1760 
to '60.-By thig means, and his frequent intercourse with the whites, 
he had acquired a competent knowledge of our Iangunge; he wns 



a tall, large figure of a rnan-dmays re-mded himself ns at I I O I I I ~  in 
the Noms family, where he \-ins alwrtys welco~netl; he genernlly 
had some retinue with him, nnd dected the character of something 
superior ne a sovereign; he  was addicted to occasional excess in  
drinking. On one occasion, he  went with n dozen of his trnin to 
Norris' country house at Fairhill-the m d e  part of the family heing 
nbsent, the females hid themselves from terror; he, hoeever, entered 
nnd blustereil about; one of the hired girls fearing some mischief 
might be done to the property, for they were searching the closets for 
food nnd drink, she took up couqe, nnd went in to restrain them; 
Tedyuscung arected to frighten her, saying they would kill her if 
she did not provide them something good ; she vapoured in return- 
but to make the best of it, she laid them a lilble and refreshments, 
and by some finesse succeeded to hurry them o f ;  they had much 
zoisy mirth before goirrg. Mr. Norris used to talk of this after- 
wnrds poorl-naturedly to the chief; and he used to promise no more 
to take possession where there were none but women to receive him. 

Governor Dickinson used to relate, that he attended a trenty a t  
Albany, where Tedyuecung wvs n negotiator; while there, nt a time 
when the chief was ma kin^ an ill-timed speech, being excited by n 
surplus of strong drink, h ~ s  wife, who wns present, wns heard to 
speak in the most modest and silvery tones imnginable in the Indinn 
tongue; the melody of her tones enchanted every ear; while she 
spoke,she looked steadfnstlv and with much humility to the ground; 
every body was curious to-inquire of the chief whnt she said; he  
nnswered rudely-" Ho! she's nothing but a poor weak woman! 
--she h;~s just told me it was unwortl~y the dignity and the repu- 
tation of a great king, like me, to show myself drunken before the 
council of the nation." 

Isaac Slili 

Wns n celebrnted Indian of good education, n leader of the lnet 
remains of the Delawares adjacent to Philadelphia. H e  was n 
Christian man of fine mornls and much good sense; and wns there- 
fore employed ns agent and interpreter, in French ns well ns English, 
in many important missions to distant Indians; he mas said to have 
tnvelled fr~rther over the surface of orlr country to the unknown wilds 
of the west, than any other individual, nnd having seen, ns he said, 
the Rocky mountains and the white Tndians; his journal of obser- 
vations was deemed important, and \vns therefore tnken down by 
some one for p~~hlication ; but where it now is, is not known.. For 
a considenl~le time he dwelt with his family, in wigwam style, on 
a part of Logmi's place, now called the Indian field; their only son, 

* It was dona while he wns at Logon's place, as be said himnelf-and Mr. Samuel 
Preston hae suSgcsml (vide my MS. book,) some papers and fnmiliee, where he thinks 
it might yet be found.--sny among tho pnpers of Logon, Dr. Borton, or H. Drinker. or 
E. Penington. 





a l o n g  the Lognn MSS. In  1722, John C d i d g e  is named as kill- 
ing an Indian at the same place. 

I n  1720, the Gazette states that a runaway man mas seen last "at 
an Indian town, called Pehoquellamen, ou Delaware river." Who 
can designate  hat plnce? Or who can now my where was "Upper 
and Lower Dinderdonk" islnnds, where George Fox, the Friend, 
wns ferried across the Delaware in Indian canoes? 

I n  1721, Sir William Keith, the governor, his council, and thirty 
gentlemen, set out for Conestogoe, to there hold an Indian treaty 
with the heads of the Five Nauons. 

I n  the Gazettes of this period, I often observe Indians named as 
occnsionally serving as sailors on board some of our consting vessels. 
T h e  Indinns in Mame too, in fighting us, in the yenr 1527, consted 
in an armed vessel there, and fought their cnnnon, &c., as well ns 
others! At that time, too, more Indians thnn others were employed 
in d the Nantucket whnlers. 

I n  1728, some ten or twelve Indinns in Manntawna, on the 
Schuylkill, fell into n quarrel with the whites, nnd severnl were 
killed. Governor Gordon, in consequence, visits the Indinns a 
French creek, and at Indinn town" at Conestogoe, to incite them 
to pence, nnd he proclaims, that no molestation shall be oaered to 
any of the Indian nations then in our borders, to wit: Deinwnres, 
Conestogoe, Ganawese, Shnwenese, Mingoes." At hiis time, several 
Delawares are stated as living nbout'Brnndywine. I n  the Mune 
yenr the Indians nssaulted the iron-works nt Marketasoney, and were 
beaten off with loss. 

At this time, two brothers, Welshmen, are executed at Chester for 
the murder of three Indians; they declared they thought all !he In- 
dims mere rising on them, in the case of the above auife. They 
appenr to have been maddened with sheer fright, nnd killed the first 
unoffending Indians they met  

Ahout the year 1759 advertisements often appear in the Gazettes, 
describing children recovered from the Indians, and requesting their 
friends to come nnd take them home. Seven1 are described as hnv- 
ing sustained some injury ; and in many cases can only tell theirbnp 
tismd names, and the same of their parents ! 

I n  1762, a number of white children, unclaimed, mere given up 
by the Indians at Lnncnster, and were bound out by order of the 
governor. 

T h e  Gazettes of the year 1768-9, contain such frequent nnd vari- 
ous recitals of the hnvoc and cruelties of the incensed Indians on the 
frontiers, as mould. if selected, make quite a book of itself. Of the 
numerous calamities, Colonel Boquet, who commanded a regiment 
of Highlandera, and was at Fort du Queme, (Pittsburg,) after the 
peace of 1763, gives a very affecting recitnl of the delivery up to him 
of all the prisoners surrendered by the Indians. Husbands went 
hundreds of miles in hopes of finding lost wives or children. The  
wllection amounted to severnl hundred! nnd the sight of seeins 
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husbands and wives rushing into each others arms, and children 
claimed by their parents. made the joy of all such ememe! 'I'here 
was also the mourning of others, who hoped to find relatives--but 
neither finding or heanng of them, made much lamentation. There 
were also Indians, who had adopted all those persons, and lored 
them os their children or relatives, and having then to give them up, 
showed great signs of disiress. Some young Indians had become 
p,wsionately fond of some young women, and some few women had 
fonned attachments for them. T h e  Indians loaded their friends at 
their depnrture with their richest gifts--thus proving they had heam 
of tenderness, even to prisoners. 

This  same Col. Boquet when at Philadelphia, in 1756, with 500 
men, threatened to billet his men on the town, with the small-pox 
because he said he could not find s~~i tahle  quarters. 

I find among the " Proprietary Papers," so called, the speech of 
Laponinso to the Proprietaries, at  Pennsbury, the 9th May, 1735. 
Preent-James Logan, Jeremiah Langhome, Joseph Kirkbride, 
Thos. Freame, Wm. Piies, Joseph Kirkbride, Jr., Isnel Pemberton, 
James Steel, Peter Lloyd, Robt. Appleton. -41~0, Indians, Lapo- 
winso, R'eutonies, Lesbeconk, Tiscoquam. 

Lapominso spoke and mid: That  as he came down the t ~ s u d  
road to his plantdon, he heard from his brethren that the proprie- 
taries wanted to speak with him ; he therefore came to shake hands 
with them, and was glad to see them, and presented n bundle of 
skina 

H e  desires unity and peace ns usual-that he intended to come 
down with many of his brethrcn in a twelve moon's hence, to see 
them and to discourse further about the lands. 

That  a great king had a mind td have gone down with him, but 
was lame and could not  Next year they would come and discourse 
further about the bounds of the lands. That he is uneasy to be at  
home, to attend to n message sent him from three of the Mingo 
kings, who were to nrrirc as soon as the bark peeled, and then to go 
on to Philadelphia. We hare a fine portrait of Lapowinso. 

T!le proprie~aries told them they were glad to see them and 
nccepted their presenb very kindly, and should always be glad to 
continue in peace and friendship. T h e  skins were vnlued nt $6 
16s. 6d. 

"Ask ye for hamlets' peopled bound, 
With cone-roof'd cabins circled round? 
For cllieliains proud-for hoary s i r e  
Or warrior, terrille in ire! 

Ye've seen the shadows quit the vale- 
The foam upon the water fail- 
The fleetin vapour lenve no trace, 
$uch was t h r  path, that f& me!" 
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I"rontier Indians, Incidents, Hostilities, &. 
T h e  preceding notices of the Indians are the same as were pub 

iished in ihe first edition of the Annals, nnd are nnbv intended to be 
much extended, for the sake of giving more enlargyd views of their 
character and actions in Pennsyluania; and espec~ally of their hos- 
tilities and ravages on the frontiers. They  were once a formidable 
foe, and much d i c t e d  and periled the frontier inhabitants. What 
we now purpose to record will, we doubt not, be new to many, d- 
though old in themselves,- 

I n  July, 1700, there was a survey of a line from Philadelphia di- 
rect to Susquehanna, coming out nigh the mouth of Conestoga 
creek, a little more north, (about four miles,) near to "an old fort 
demolished." This  was in consequence of surveyor-general Holmes' 
purchase of all the lands from Upland creek to Pelnapecka creek, 
and so backward tc Susquehanna, two days' journey. T h e  whole is 
said to have been bought of the Indian kings and saka~nnckers, for 
the use of William Penn-bought of ~haklioppnh, Seca~ning, N d e -  
oore, Tangorns, Indian kin$; and Mnskecnsho, Wawarr~n, Te-  
noughan, 'l'arrecka, Nesonhaihn, Indian sakamacken. I notice that 
in the ninp of the line of survey, two Indian paths traverse it ob- 
liquely, north-west by north-the  firs^ from Philndelphia, is a t  Rocky 
run, (fifteen miles,) between the head waters of Ridley nnd Chester 
creeks, and q a i n  at thirty-eight miles, two miles beyond Doe run. 
These facts I found recorded in a survey book, NG 14, in the land 
office, and the above extracts are from the warmtat of survey by 
Holme. Below follow other facts on the same subject, all tending 
to show the treaty by which the lands of Philadelphin city and county 
are held. 

Philadelphia. 
T o  my very loving ffriends Shnkhoppah,' Secarning, Mnlebore, 

Tangom - Indian kings ; and to Maskecnsho, Wilmarrin, Ta 
noughnn, Tarrecka, Nesonhaikin-Indian sakamacken, and the 
rest concerned : 

Whereas I have purchnsed nnd bought of you, the Indian kings 
and mkamnckers, for the use' of Governor William Penn, all your 
land from Pe~napeclcn creek to Upland creek, and so backward to 
Chesapeake bay and Susquehanna, two dilys' journey; that is to 
say, as far its a man can go in two days, as under the hands and 
s d s  of you the said kings may appear; and to the end I may have 
a certain knowledge of the lnnd backward, and that I may be en- 
abled and be provided ngninst the time for running the a i d  two 
days' journey, I do hereby appoint nnd authorize my loving fliiend, 
Benjamin Chambers, of Philadelphia, with a convenient number of 
Inen to nssist him, to mnrk out a westerly line from Philadelphia to 

Thia king waeone of the witnesses lo Tamanend'# ale, in 1883, of land# telwmn 
Nesheminah and Pernupecks aeeks, 



Susquehanna, thiir so the said line may be prepared and made ready 
for going the said two days' journey backward hereafter, when notice 
is given to you the said king, or some of you, at the time of going 
the said line ; and I do hereby desire and require, in the name of 
our said Governor Penn, that none of you, the said k ing ,  sakn- 
mackers, or any other Indims whatsoever, that have formerly been 
concerned in the said tncts of land, do presume to offer any inter- 
ruption or hindrance in making out the said line, but mher  I expect 
your ffurthemnce and assistance, if occasion be herein ; and chat you 
will be kind and loving to my said friend, Benjamin Chambers, and 
his company, for which I shall, on the governor's behalf, be kind and 
loving to you hereafter, ns occasion may require. Witness my h;md 
and a seal, this 7th day of the 6th mo., called July, being the four~h 
year of the reign of our great king of England, and eighth of our 
proprietary, William Penn's government THO. HOLME. 

A true copy from the origind, by Jacob Taylor. 
With the foregoing paper is a diagram of the ground plot of the 

sumey. I t  goes direct from Philadelphia city to a spot on the S u s  
quehanna, about three miles above the mouth of the Conestoga: 
near to a spot marked, '' fort demolished." 

In  the book of " Charters and Indian Deeds," (in secretary of state's 
of6ce, and recorded 30 years ago,) p. 62, is given the deed of the 
foregoing granted lands, to wit : 

We, Shakhoppah, Secane, Malebore, Tangom, Indian sakamnc- 
kers, and right owners of ye lands lying between Mncopanackan, 
d i m  Upland, now called Chester river or creek, ant1 the river 01 
creek of Pemapecka, n o r  called Ihb l in  creek, beginning at a hill 
called Conshohoclcin, on the river Manaiunck, or Schoolkill, from 
thence extending a parallel line lo the said Macopnnackan, (alias 
Chester creek,) by a south-westernly course, and from tlie said Con- 
shohockin hill to the aforesaid Pemapecka, ( a h .  Dublin creek,) by 
the said parallel line north-westernly, and so up along the said Pe- 
~napecka as far ns the creek extends, and so from thence north-west- 
ernly back unto the woods, to make up two full days' journey, oa 
far ns a man can go in two days from the said station of the mid 
panllel line at Pe~nupecka, ns also beginning at the mid parnllel at 
Macopannckan, (Chester creek,) and so from thence up the said 
creek ns far as it extends, and from thence north-westernly back into 
tlie woods, to make up two full days' journey, ns far m a man can 
go in two days from the said station of the said panllel line at the 
said Macopanackan, alias Chester creak-& and in co~~cIcralwn 
of 200 f~~thoms of wampum, 30 fathoms of dullklls, 30 guns, 60 fa- 
:I~oms of stnmd waters, 30 Iccttles, 30 shirts, 20 gun belts, 12 pairs 
shoes, 30 pairs stockings, 30 pnirs scissors, 30 combs, 30 nxes, 30 
knives, 21 tobacco tongs, 30 bars of lead, 30 Ibs. powder, 30 awls, 
30 glasses, 30 tobacco boxes. 30 papers of beads, 44 Ibs. red lead, 
30 pairs of Iia~yks' bells, 6 drnwing knives, 6 caps, 12 hoes,-To ua 
n hand well and truly paid by William Penn, proprietary and go- 



vemor of Pennsylvania and territories-Do by these presents grad, 
bargain, seU, k c ,  d l  right, title and interest that we or any 0 t h  
sicall or m y  claim in the same-hereby renouncing and disclaiming 
forever any claim or pretence to the premises, for us, our heirs and 
swxessors, a n d  OD other Indians wlmtsoever-In witness whereof 
we set our hands and seals, kc., ihii 3 0 h  day of the 6th mo., celled 
July, and in the year 1685. (Signed) 

SHAKAUAPPOU SECAAE 
MALEBORE 3w T~NGOHAS. 

Seded and delivered to Thon~ns  Rolme, president of the provin 
cia1 council, in the presence of us- 

Great men of the li2diaflp. 
T a n e c ~ a o n a  4 
PENOUCHANT 3 
WESNCANT 
K ~ c o c ~ a ~ u o u s  

5 
NEUALLAS -/L 3'4 

TOUTAMEN 
TEPASEKENIN 

On the 2d of 8th mo., 1686, at New Castle, a treaty is made with 
sundry Indians for all the lands between Quing Quin,p, cnlled 
Duck creek, unto Uplnnd, called Chester creek, fronting dong  the 
Delaware river, and thence backward as far as a mnn can ride in two 
days with a horse-in considemtion of, &c. [Much the snme in - kind, quantity and value ns the above thing.*] T h e  wilnmes are 
Peter Alricks, k c .  

NOTE.-That this said Peter Alricks, "of New Cnstle county, 
gentleman," is the some to whom a grant is made by Col. Nicolls, 
(the conqueror of Gov. Stuyvesant, of New York,) of llsorrenderl' 
of 'l Matbcicurn istand to Peter Alricks, formerly of New Costle, 
with 1111 stocks and goods thereupon." T h e  descendante of this Al- 
ricks-say l1 Hermanus Alricks, of the city of Philadelphia, genrle- 
man," and his brother Peter, both gnndsons of the first Peter, " con- 
firm," in 1734, the s i p d u r e  .of their gnndfather. Some of this 
family are now resident at Harrisburg,wliere two of the Alrickses are 
lawyers-one also a post-master in Wilmington. 

W e  begin with several articles found recorded under their mnrgi- 
nal dates, in the Minutes of Council, viz. 

21st of 5 mo., lGS5, seveml Indians made complnint, that the 
eervants of Jasper Farman's plantation [probably in Bucks county] 
made them drunk and laid with their wives, and then quarrelled 
with them all. A warrant wns issued for their appenmnce, but the 

-. 

A copy of tho whole mny be soon in the Germantown Telegraph of 21st March. 
1838. I1 d i e d  ebieny in hnving I00 jowaharp, 300 flin(q200 needles, 80 Ibn sugar. 
5 galls. molass-, 300 pipes, and 40 tomohawka, in place of area 
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messenger returned, having lost his m y  in the moods! Tdal 
pat OR; and when the time nrrived, the senants being present found 
no accusers, for all the Indians had been niade drunk at home, b~er- 
haps at  the charge of the defendunts themselves!] 

l 2 ~ h  of 3 mo., 1690, Lucy Cock, designing up the Schuylkill, ie 
charged to weriain when there, whether the Rench  settlers there, 
(prolal~ly about French creek) have not too much nmrnunition, 
nbout which he is to inquire of the chief sachem of our Indians, 
and if so to see  hat the smne is removed to Barnabus Willcox's store. 

l ' iOG, the Ninutes, say-LLTVilliarn Penn, xhen last in this countly 
In 1700, vi&ed thosc of that place," to ni t :  the chiefs of t  he Cones- 
toga, Sha\vanese, and Gonawense Indians on Suquehanna-as also 
his son, niter him, in order to friendship. 

21st September, 1710, the queen of the Conestogn Indians, 
Ojuncho, and two chiefs nlore, and some of the Connois Indians, 
visit Plliladelphia, and lay down before the council five bundles of 
skins and furs, making at the gift of each a speech. 

T h e  belt fro111 the Conestop Indians pnyed, thus:-"sent from 
their children born and those yet it. the womb, that room might be 
yet dlo\ved them to sport and play, without danger of s lavey !" 

There is also messages received from s e v e d  of the chiefs dong 
the Susquellanna, nbout preparing for the war in Canada,for us, fcc 

20th nlay, 1723, the three nations of Indians upon the Susque. 
hanna, viz. : the Conestoga, Delawares and Sha\vnese, met Governor 
Keith at Philadelpl~ia, to renew treaties, Scc. T h e  answer says, 
' L  by this chain, I'l~iladelphia is joined to Conestogn and nll the 
Indian towns upon the Susquehannn" Notices of the Indial; visits 
to Philadelphia are very frequent. 

July 4111, 1727, the Indians ot  Philndelphin p n y  that no settle- 
ments may be allowed up Susqnehanna higher than P ~ ~ t o n ,  [the 
creek now comes out at the lower part of Harrisburg,] and that none 
of Me settlers tlmealout be suffercd to eel1 or keep any rum ; bemusel 
lhct being the road by which their people go out to war, they are 
apprehensive of mischief, iu these parts. T h e  same remark they 
nlso apply to the country (Allegheny) where James le Tort tmdes, 
[in 1840, it  young Oneida chief, living at the old Cristle New York, 
is nan~ed Abrnnl le Tort.] 

T h e  answer is, that we have not allowed any settlements to be 
wade nbove Paston, yet the young people will spread and scatter; 
but to avoid collision, it is recomnlended that the Indians should 
thereafter cross above the mountains, [meaning above those now in 
sight of Harrisburg.] 

- 

Rlav 26th. 1728. Governor Gordon. and his council. in treatv at -- 
~ o n e g t o p ,  Aet at h e  h o u ~ e  of ~ n d r &  Contish, aboui n mile 6orn 
town. T h e  chief of the Conestogoes (Mingoes) wos Coptnin 
(=iviify, i. e. Taquntnrensnly. They (the governor and council) refer 
to Penn's firs treaty in nine items, one of which is, that "the doors k of the Christi n houses should be open to the Indians, and the houses 
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of the Indians should be open to the Christians, as welcome friends 
on both sides," nnd finnlly this mutual amity was to exist betweeil 
them for ever, or "as long ils the creeks and riven run, ana while 
the sun, moon, and smn endure." T h e  considention articles given 
in ti& first treaty, [as I understand it] a id ,  LL we bind the111 with 
thc several parcels of goods, to wit: twenty stroud match coats; twenty 
dufells; twenty blankets; twenty shirts; one hundred weight of 
powder; two hundred weight of lead; five hundred flints, nnd fifty 
knives." At the time of the meeting in 17;?5, the Indiaus upon 
Susquehanna are called Shawanese. 

June, 1723. Junes  L o p ,  in his speech in council to the Indian 
chiefs then present, says to King Snssoonan, king of the Delawares, 
that ten yenn before (in 1718) to quiet claims, the former treaties 
were confirmed with him nnd others by gifts, kc., m d  that they 
then signed a treaty, then shown,) whereby t l~ey  granted that B a11 the lands between elaware m d  Susquehanna were conceded 
from Duck creek, to the nlountains on this side Leckay, stretching 
away from the forks of Delaware (below Leckay, Enston now,) 
lo those hills.on Susquehanna which lie ten miles above Puton.* 

I n  1727, John Wright, an Indian trader, was killed at Sttake foun~, 
forty miles above Conestoga, by an Indial: broil, in a m e  of his 
own provocation. I t  is mid in the proceeding, that this was the 
first accident of the kind ever heard of in the province in that settle 
ment  I t  was further mid, that lndian trndem acted by license, well 
considered before the grnnting, and that the said John Wright's wns 
deemed good when gmnted at  Chester court Wright and Burt had 
before been all in harmony, dancing with the Indians, and then 
Wright struck one of them in anger, and so lost hi life by being 
pursued into the hen-coop. 

All the foregoing nre embraced in eight books of demi MS. A to 
M., and come down to the yem 1734. I examined and extrncted 
them pretty fully; nfter this the books begin and continue of large - - 
size in meilium-paper. 

I n  die record of charters and treaties, I found the following con- 
cerning the two chiefs, of whom we have a present of their portmits, 
made in 1737, supposed by n Swede of good talent, to wit: 

A treaty at Philndelphia, in 1737, made to conJm one before 
made "about three yeam ngo at  Durham," by two Delaware chiefe 
or sachems, to wit: Teeshakomer, i. c., Tishcokenk, and Nortames, 
i. c., Nutemus, to which were present Lappawinsse, nnd several other 
Delawares, "concerning lnnds more than fifty yeam before aold by 
their fathers unto William Penn ;" beginning at a spruce tree by tile 
river Delaware about Rlakerlsh Kitton, and thence west-north-west 

King Tnmnncnd and Metameqnan make a treaty with William Penn, on 234 4 mo., 
1683, for lnntls near Neshnmineh mk, and thenee to Pernape& Tamenen'. mark 
is thus a 

I wuld find no b w  of a treaty at PhiMelphia, at the Trenty.(raa The Firm 
Nations hy bnty Jocdd the Innib up Susquehonno, in 1736. 
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by the mountnin to a comer white-oak, and thence aest~vard to 
Nnshamini creek, &c. T h e  foregoing relates to Tisheohan nod 
Lapwinsci. 

I saw the original charter from the king to William Penn, it ia 
composed of several ~heets  of parchment, each ornamented with wide 
marginal henldic ornaments in black ink. I t  looks imposing nnd 
renenble. 

Alletrtmnz.-This is one of the oldest settlements on the Lehigh 
river, and in the diKerent wars of America, \vns the scene of many a 
braue and  bloody deed I t  wns there that Colonel James Burd dis- 
played such heroism in the early mars with the aborigenes. I t  ~vns  
there that, during the revolutionary war, the bells of Christ chwch 
in Philadelphia mere concealed, and it wns there that John Fries, 
the insurgent, fomented the " Northampton insurrection," once so 
exciting in our annals at the time. 

Indian names of places, by Hcckevelder. 

Sch~~ylkil l ,  (Ganshowdhanne,) the nu& stream, bemuse of ite fdle 
an6 rrpples. 

Little Schuylkill, (Tamaquon,) the beaver stream, or place where 
thev abounded. 

~ a n G u n k ,  (~ene iunk , )  ourpZ~~eofdrilzking, or to assemble to drink. 
Mnkerish Kitton. applied to Aver Delaware, hut must have been 

originally m e a h  'ior the Trenton falls, meaning strung, rapid, 
l ik i  them. 

Wissahickon, (Wisam&klmn,) catfish creek. Wisauchsican, a stream 
of yellowis11 colour. 

Shakarnaxon, (Schnchamdksink,) place of eels. 
Cohocksink, (Crrweuhackink,) p ine  la~tcb. 
Wingohocking, (Wingehdcking,) fine land for planting, favourite spor 
Manntawny, (Menhattnnink,) vrhere we dmnk (licpor,) (is like 

Manhatten, New York!) 
Tulpehoccon, (Tulpewihacki,) the land of turtles 
Wyoming, R river having large flats upon it. 
Wisaukin creek, (Wisachgim:) papcs ,  the place where they grow - 

in plenty. 
Pittsburg, (MenBchkink,) a secured place, a fort. 
Juniatn, is an Iroquois word (unknown now.) T h e  Indians said, 

that this river had the best hunting ground for deer, elk nnd beaver. 
Pennsylvania, they called (Quekelrn~k,) the country of Quakers! 
Hoboken, (Hopoken,) a tobnecopipe, near New York. . 
Burlington, (Tschichohacki,) nncient, or oldest planted land. There 

they said, that they planted lheirjirst tmmz on the river! It was 
called Chym isI:~nd, (or Chygoes?) after an Indian named Schigo 
which means wicfotrer. T h e  Indian tribes there, aad dong  the 
nver. w r y  the M a d a s .  



Potowmalc river, (Pedh&mm6k,) they nre coming (by water,) "SC 
Indians told Mr. H." 

Chesapeake bay, (Tschsicl~\vapi:ke,) great sdtish bay. 
Powhatan, the name of James river, and the chief idso-the river of 

abundance. 
P o c o h a n ~ ,  a run between two hills. 
Rappahannok, (Lappihtnne,) where water ebbs and flowa 
Susquehanna, Hanna, means river, and Susque, muddy. 
Temmen, probably Temened, (the chief?) the affable. 

Some notable hdians, lmnnn to Hecl;eweldcr, to wit : 

Nudmus, ( N h m m , )  a striker of fish with a spear, two brothers of 
that name, one Isaac, the other Po~ztius ATutamm, an excellent 
man, was born where Philadelphia now stands, lived to a hundred 
years of age, a d  died at  M u s k i n g n ~ ,  after thirty years' residence, 
in 1780. His brother Isaac, wns also a chief, and a good man, 
and learned to work with tools, and at  blacksmithing, died also 
near his brother in 1780. 

Lnwelochwelend, one who walks between two others, or the m~ddle  
man. He d s o  was born on the place now Philadelphia, he  saw 
the first house building when about twelve or thirteen years of age; 
he caught f i h  and nbbits, and shot ducks, pheasants, kc., for the 
workmen+nd the woman who cooked for them, and kept a 
little shop, gave him for them, needles, thread, scissors, knives, 
awl blades, k c . ,  for his mother. I n  manhood he  went to Ohio 
to dwell there, to t n p  beavers and otters, kc . ;  was made a chief 
there, he became afterwa~ds a Monvian; visited Philadelphia 
severnl times and saw its 8zrrease!-he died at ninety years of age, 
about the year 1779. 

Nedowawuy, (Netarvbtees,) of the Turtle tribe, mos cheated of his 
lands by "the Long-:-walk;" he was a signer to the treaty at 
Conestoga, in 1718-he died in  1776, at nmety years of age, in 
Ohio. In  his possession as chief were the speecl~es, rkc., of Wil- 
liam Penn, and his successors. H e  had himself seen William 
Penn, and spoke of those' early speeches nnd times with great 
animation to MI. H. 

Kill-buck, Jun., (Gelelhend,) w chief of the Turtle tribe, had the 
bq" containing the wampum speeches, and written documents of 
Willium Penn, carefully prederved, till surprised near Pittsburg 
by bad mllite people, and lost the bag among them, in making his 
escape. H e  died in 1511, aged eighty years, a Christian convert. 

Tedeuscung was burnt in his house on Susquehanna. 

The Iizdian alnrmP anal lws1iZiLics. 

Secretnry Peters presented in council, in Dec. 1755, n brief narra- 
tive of the jncumions and mvages of the Indians in the province of 
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Pennsylvania, beginning upon the ISth of October, upon the inha- 
bitnnts on Mahanatry creek, near the forks of the Suquehanna, %ii 
being thefirst inroad erer made upon this province since its first set 
dement," and L L  thus driving in the inhabitants of all the frontier 
wuntry, wliich extends from the rivers Potonlac and Suquebanna, 
to the river Delaware, one hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
between twenty and thirty in breadth, but. not fully settled, and 
leaving the whole entirely deserted"-LL the houses and improve- 
ments reduced to ashes, and the cattle and p i n  carried OK" All 
these l~ostile measures nre imputed to the influence of the French 
after the defeat of Brnddock, they gaining thereby to their interest 
the Delawares, Shawanesi and many others for~nerly in our alli,nnce, 
both frorr bar and from interest; they promising them to reinstate 
them in tneir lands, and to make the Susquehanna river the boun- 
dary of the whites, and to this end that they would build a strong 
fort at  S/umo/cin, nigh to the confluence, or forks of the two 
branches of tile Susquehanna. 

T h e  nvages of Indians, ns told on the Minutes of Council, wero 
as follows, to wit ; 

O c t  IS, 1755. A party of Indians fell upon the people on Ma- 
hnnatry creek, that runs into the Susquehanna five miles below the 
great fork of that river, near Shnmokin or Northumberland, and killed 
and carried oB twenty-five persons, and burnt and destroyed their 
buildings, leaving the whole settlement deserted by the survivors. 

O c t  23d. Forty-six of the inhabitants on Susq~~ehnnna went up 
to Shamokin to inquire of Indians there, who they were who had 
so cruelly destroyed the above settlement, nnd on their return were 
fired upon by some Indians in .ambush, and had four killed, four 
drowned, and the rest put to flight. From this cause all the settle 
ments below, to Hunter's mill, (now I\IcAllister's Fort Hunter,) for 
fifty miles dong  t1:e river wns deserted. 

Oc t  31. An Indian trader and two other men in the Tuscarora, 
valley, were killed by Indians, and their houses, &c. burned. T h e  
rest of the inl~abitants left their plantations and lled. 

Nov. 3. Two  women are carried away from Conegochege by the 
Indians, and the same day Canalaways and Li t~le  Cove, two con- 
sidemble settlenienb, were attnclted by Indians-the houses were 
burned and the inhabitants put to flight. 

Nov. 16. A parly of Indians crossed the Susquehanna, and fell 
upor. the county of Berlis-murdered thirteen persons, burned a 
gr?~t number of houses, destroyed much cattle, grnin and fodder, nnd 
bud waste a large extent of country. 

Nov. 21. A fine settlement of Moravians, called Gnndenhutten, 
in Northamplon county, on the West branch (Lehigh) of Delaware 
river, wiw attnclied-six persons Idled-their meeting-house and 
dwelling liouees burned. 

December. During all this month, the Indians mere employed in 
burning and destroying all before them in Nortlmnyton county, even 



as far nswithin twenty miles of Enston, its chief town. I t  \vrw even 
mid that some French officers were within the wme county directing 
the general progess of the wnr and the destruction. 

A letter from James Hamilton, Esq., then at  Easton, Dec. 25, 
1755,  my^-^‘ T h e  country along the river is nbsolutely deserted 
from this place to Broadhead's, whlch lost place wns stoutly defended 
by nls sons and others winst the frequent u m u l ~ s  of the Indians. 
There are here three companies of soldiers, waiting for more arrivals, 
for the people here, though so injured, are very bnckmard to en,-e 
in the service to revenge themselves ; they are dispirited, and me must 
have men from a distance to be able to garrison these I t o c l i - k o ~ e ~  
which we purpose to build over the hills soon. 

T h e  following notice of a reward for scalps, I had at first some 
scruples to record; but ~11th is truth, and on eecond thought I ven- 
ture to give it, ns it is, only adding that there were other views che- 
rished by "the Association for preserving peace with the Indians," 
as organized at Philadelphia in the time of Gov. Hunter, in 1756. 

At a council at  Pl~iludelphia, 6th Jltly, 1764, present John 
Penn, Lieut-Gov., Tholnas Cadwalader and Richard Penn, Eqs .  
Tl ls  council, having before agreed to give encoungemeot for 
cr more successful war on the frontiers against the Indians, weed 
to give a reward for scalps, dcc., provided it should be approved, 
&c., by Sir William Johnson. His nnswer of 1Sth Ju l~e ,  '64, 
is, "I cannot but approve of your design to gratify the desire of the 
people in your province by a bounty on scnlps," &c. Whereupon 
the council resolved to issue a proclamation the 7th July, 1764, and 
to publish it in the Gazette, to wit: for every prisoner, male, deli. 
vered, 150 dollars--for every female: 139 dollntz-for the scalp of 
every ~nale, 134 dollam-for every female, 50 dollars, k c .  k c .  
After this, I saw fears expressed by Conrnd Weiaer and others, 
that the reward for scalps wolrld induce even friendly Indinns to 
lcill qoltite nten for their scnlps. I t  is to be hoped that the ilLjudged 
severity pnssed away without any practical opention. Gov. Hunter 
began it in 1756, as a proclamation, but nothing \vm done there- 
froin.] 

Rhy 6, 1758. Information is given that an Indinn, William 
Sock, a Conestogoe, just returned from the New Yorli country, and 
his comnde, a Cayuga, had for some time been tnmpering with the 
Conestogoe Indians, near Lancaster, nnd thnt they were at the in- 
stance of those btdians proposing to remove from the manor, his 
honour had therefore written to James Wright to inquire k ~ t o  the 
matter. 

A letter was also read from Edward Shippen, Esq., of Lnncaster, 
of 3d May, 1768, saying among other things, that " the Conestogoe 
Indians are going to leave their town ; they say they were not kindly 
treated lately at Philadelphia, they being left there iinnotired, and 
left nnked and barefooted, which wns a breach of the governor's 
word, before given, kc.: that ns they were no longer to be allowed - 



to hunt for deer, r~nd as they were forced to go into the wilderness to 
eeek clothing for themselves and familirs, they should therefore go a 
lirtle beyond Fort Augusta, and there build Indian cabins for their 
use, for six months or so, and then return. Mr. BIcKee, our friend, 
informs that he made ir his business to inquire about these tllings, 
and that he learned from 13et1y Sock, the nlotl~er of Willian~ afore- 
sad, that he and some of the young men were absolutely resolced It 
go a d  ftelp tftc &ke?cch. Such bang the hcts, I s11;dl use my ut- 
inost to restnin thetn from going, as au nrair of much in~portlu~ce tc 
the province." 

pile foregoing statements probably esplait~ed, in pnrt, the reason 
oi  the fenw and jealousies of the Pastcn men, then a part of Lan- 
cater  county, against that tribe.] Mr. N'rigllt nftenvards makes an- 
swer that the young Inen are going away for want of hunting 
grounds, and that the people here are in geneml greatly prejudiced 
against them, and so that there was some few, even in sending old 
Sesnne and some others, with the Cayuga, lo Pl~iladelpl~ia, to hold a 
conference, \vhich he however does, accompanied by a friend of the 
government. H e  does not pnlliate or excuse them, he only says 11e 
thinks they may not intend ill. 

I read the minute books of council down to the year 1760. 
T h e  last tweet:--Eve years, however, more superiicinlly than the pre- 
ceding ones. T h e  lnst ten years were much engrossed wit11 Indian 
concerns nnd deliberations, and with communications from Indians 
nnd Indian agents. T h c  Indian conferences and speeches were 
generally of iittle interest; they conhined no incidental history worth 
noticing 

TTk here ndd sundq facts gleaned from tfre Nmo I b I i  Alercunj, 
PC., frmn tile years 1755 to 1763. ' 

1755. The  people settled on.the west side of the Susquehannn 
are all alarmed ilnd moving east~vard into the settlements. T h e  pro- 
ple of Junin~a have all run ofT and left their p i n  to ruin-alnm~s 
nlso nt Cadisle. 

1757. We lenm from Northampton county, that nt Lynn township, 
in same county, it party o f  Indians assaulted Adam Clumse and hie 
neighbours wl~ilst cutting his corn-Martin Yager and his wife were 
killed and scalped ; Abntn Secler and a child were scalped, but sur 
vim;  two Inrn shot tltrouglr, but still live; two cl!ildren murdered ; 
two men and two women, and n girl escaped. A party was 
made up and went in pursuit of them. 

1757. We learn from York county, the 2d Juiy, that a womnn 
nnd three chiltlren were carried nway by the Indians, and the liouse 
burnt. T h e  fnrnler and his sons mere abroad nt work. 

1757. From Cnrliele, we learn, that Alexander Miller, of Antrim 
township, in Cumberland county, mas killed in June, and two of 
nis children carried OK His boy of fourteen years of ,ye, shut him- 
self in the hott=p+ and kept up  such a defensive fire as to sove him- 
self bv alarming his ncighbours. T h e  wife being oul hid herself 



in the b u s h e s 4 n e  man was killed at  about six miles from 
Cnrlisle. 

175'7. Two men were killed in Shearman's valley-one Inan 
who was wounded made his escape into Curlisle. 

17.57. From Tulpehoclren, July 4, one says-the Indians are 
murdering about sis miles from my I~ouse. Last Fri:lay three wo- 
men and four children were murdered onlyseven miles from me. If 
we do not get speedy mistance all the inhabitants will more away 

1757. From Heidelbeg, July 9,-yesterday afternoon an assault 
was made upon a house in which were twenty women and children, 
while the men were all abroad picking cherries. They scalped one 
woman who still lives: another they cut terribly with a tomaha\vli. 
Three of the cl~ildren they carried off prisoners. 

1757. From Reading, July 1% Two Indians were seen close 
by the town on h e  4th instant, in the evening-two were also seen 
before, about eight miles OK They  are frequently seen in different 
parts of this country. W e  have a scheme to secure this town; and 
if we are not surprised Iy the fiench, we fear but litde what the 
Tndians can do. 

1755. York county, April 5. Three Indians were seen this day 
near Thomas Jamieson's, at the head of 3Inrsh creek. After the 
alarm was given, six men proceeded to Jamieson's house and found 
Robert Buck killed and scalped-dl the rest of the family are miss 
i n .  The  same day a person going to Shippenstown, saw a num 
ber of Indians. These facts have caused much alarm. 

1758. A letter from an onicer at Tulpehocken, April Sth, says- 
We were informed last night at Shearmon's valley, that a woman 
had been killed and scalped there-we are now setting off with sol- 
diers in pursuit. T h e  list of killed, with one prisoner, is as follo~vs, 
to wit: At Swatara, two young men brothers; in Tulpehocken, 
one Levergood and wife killed; at  Northkill, the wife of Nicholm 
Gieger and his two children, and the wife of M. Titleser-all killed 
and scalped. T h e  Indians keep themselves divided in small parlies 
throuqh the  woods. 

1769. July. T h e  Indians lately appeared near Hanis' ferry, 
(now Harrisburg.) on the Suiquehanna. One of them seized on 
Capt. Craig about seven miles from Harris', as 11e \\?us riding along 
the rond. T h e  Indian cast his tomahawk and cut him in h e  cheek, 
a number of Indians at  same time setting up a cry. Craig gave 
rpurs to his horse nnd got OK T h e  snme day a lad, drivinga plough, 
was shot at and one of his horses killed, the boy escaped. An In- 
dian, at night, got his gun MroupI~ the palisade at Mr. Himis' house, 
and endeavoured to fire at  the people in the house, but his gun 
flashing in the pan, olarnmed the people--on which the enemy 
made off. 

1'763. A letter from Cnrlisle of July, says-We have now eighty 
or ninety volunteers scouring the voods. The  inhabitants of Shear- 
man's valley, Tusconm, &c., have n11 come over, and the people of 
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tltis valley, near the mounmln, are beginning to move h, EO that la 
a few days there will be scarcely a house inhabited nortlt of Cur- 
;Ae. This le t~er  mentions the namw and places of sevenl families 
nuicked, and of s e v e d  killed on the Juniata, and at Sheartnan'a 
valley-gmin destroyed-houses sometinm burnt, by small pi~rties 
of Indians, only thirty or forty miles from Carlisle. The  sheri8 and 
ltis party overtook n party of fifteen to twenty Indians, and hnd o 
fight in Shear:nan9s valley, nnd beat them c ~ f .  a t  mtae time there 
are Indian alarn~s nnd surprises near Culnberi.ina, In Frederick 
county, in Jlnrylnnd. T h e  papers contnin nlr~ly accounts of mns- 
sacres all about the Soulh mountain, T k ~ c a t o n  niounlnins, Ptc. 
Retreating families pass through Fredencn~own, nlaryland, daily. 
T h e  families of Finclterand of Ni!ler, twenty-four miles from Read 
ing, were all murdered-the Indians were pursued. At this t in~e 
sern~ons were preached it1 most of the churches in Philadelpltia, to 
nise funds nnd necessaries for the back inltabihnts, and besides col- 
lections are made genernlly nniong the citizens, by p i n g  from h o u ~ e  
to house. 
, Indian news from Nortltampton county, October, 1763, says- 
T h e  1ndi;ms attacked John Stinton's house, eight miles from Be&- 
lehem, and killed some. Capt. Wetherhokt from Fort Allen, (Al- 
lentown,) with his party went in pursuit. T h e  cnptnin and sergeant 
got mortally wounded. 

N. Marks, of \Vhitebnll township, and Hnnce Snider's families, 
were also assaulted-some killed and mounded. T h e  inltabitcnts 
nre all in alarm. Most of the people of Allentown, L~c . ,  Itnve fled 
to Betlilehetn and Nnznreth, and this last is put into n state of de- 
fence. About the same time pn expedition of one hu~ldred and 
fifty men, under Col. Artnstrong, went up tl:e West bnnch of the 
Susquellannn to the great encan~pment of the Indians at the Great 
island, m d  they fled bqond 1111: fror~tien. The  Indians anpeared 
in Susses county, Piew Jersey, on the Delaware river side, nnd 
killed seveml altites. On the 15111 of November, tlte Indians killed- 
three men, twenty-two miles from Rending, on h e  nortlt side of the 
mo~tntairis, nt the forks of the Scltuyllzill. They were just return. 
ing bnck to their plantation, wliicli they l ~ a d  before deserted. 

In tlte gear 1S07, Archibnld Lottdon, of Cnrlisle, (alive in 1835,) 
wrote and publisl~ed n worlz in two volu:nes, 12n10., wherein he set 
forth his n'nrmtive of Indian wars in general, and seveml instnnce~ 
of occurrences in and near Sltearman's valley, where lie wc~s born. 
They are curious now, as sliowing the npid chnnges of civilization 
and cultivation in tile same regions of country along the h e  of the 
lusclueltnnna, ercn in the short period of eighty yeaa. When we 
bontelnplate h e  present stnte of mtrrisl~urg and its society, we cannot 
but. feel surprised that such a thickly popdoted country, so well im 



ptoved: should have been so  recently rescued from the terrors uf p r e  
dabry Indians and the horrors of the scalping Anife. 

James Watson and William NcMullin, who lived in Cumberland 
county, between Conodoquinett creek nnd theBlue mountain, were 
surprised by Indians while nt their bun,  they endeavoured ~o reach 
their fort, where others mere gathered for safety, but got mounded, 
overtaken and tinally killed. 

In  the year 1756, the Indians beset the house of one VVoolcornber, 
on Shearman's creek, at  a time when all the rest of the inhabitnnt~ 
had gathered into the fort at George Robinson's. H e  being a 
Quaker, refused to seek refuge, saying that the Indians would be 

K enceable but for the Irish; while nt his dinner the Iodianscnme in, 
e asked them to come eat with him, but an Indian answered h a t  

they did not want food, but scalps-he then drove his tomahawk into 
his head. His son of fourteen years of age made off and alarmed 
the fort, consisting of about forty men. 

July, 1756. T h e  Indians waylaid the fort in Sheannan's valley 
in harvest time, and when the reapers had gone out, they were about 
to aqault it, but Robert R o b i n ~ n  and h n e s  IVilson, standing at 
the gctte of the fort and firing at n mark, alarmed the Indians, so that 
they made off, killing a daughter of Robert Miller, the wife of Jmea 
Wilson, and the widow Gibson, m d  toking prisoners Hugh Gibson 
nnd Betsey Henry. 

Samuel Bell and James Bell, near Carlisle, in 1755-6, agreed to 
go to Shearman's valley to hunt deer, nnd were to have met together 
upon Croghan's gap. Before they met, however, Samuel Bell, 
snm three Indians in the valley, all fired at  each other from their 
trees. H e  wounded one of them, and received some shot in his own 
clothes. T h e  two Indians unhurt moved at same time to get him 
between them; in doing so, he shot one of them dead. The  other 
Indian n n  and took the dead one on his back to make escape; but 
he pursui~rg woi~nded the carrier, who dropped his chnrge and made 
o f  some distance, where he WRS aftenvnrds found dead. T h e  first 
wounded Indian  was^ visited nnd killed. T l ~ u s  one man killed 
three Indians within an hour. Samuel Bell wos a fanner upon 
Stony ridge. 

[The rtntnes of sundry forts were in gene& after the name of 
the owner of the fi~nns where situate, and were stockade defences 
genernlly, for ihe refuge and defence of families, acting M farmera 
and settlers, imtl not for real soldiers. Hunter's fort wos the same 
as EIunter's 1nill.1 

In the year 1756, Peter Shaver, John Savage, nnd two other men, 
were killed at the mot1111 of Shaver's creek oc Juniatil, by Indians. 

1.1 February, 175G, Indians came to Juniatn from Shnmokin, to 
the home of Hngh nIitcheltrees, and killed his wife and a young 
marl; tltey tl!ence went nnd killed Edward Nicholous and his wife, 
nnd took Joseph, Tltomns ilnd Catherine Nicholous, John Wilcox, 
Jmes Annstronq's wife ilnd two children prisoners. About same 





By this manssome Indians, who knew not of the accidental increase 
of strength, got into the enclosure and closed it, summoning at same 
time a surrender. The house door wns opened ; ns hey  entered they 
mere shot down, and those who fled, not being able to find the gate, 
were all billed ! 

I n  the spring of 1763, the I n d i a  began to kiII and scdp the 
frontier inhabitants, and in a short time drove them d l  as far as the 
North n~ountirin ; however, when harvest cane on, some of the peo- 
ple of Tuscarom and Shearmon's volley ventured to go bock to 
eecure their crops; but the Indians came upon them, before they had 
bgun, and when the people, because of its being Sabbath day, were 
in their houses. The most of those of Tuscorom were killed. 
Eight persons were killed in Dodds' house, Dodds himself got 05 to 
Shennnan's valley und gave  he alarm. Two companies went on 
to bury the dead, kc., to wit: the Upper cornpnny and the Uulhloe 
company: as the latter were returnitg they were surprised by the 
Indians, and six of their company were killed, the remaining six per- 
sons escaped. Then the Indians went up the valley, and seeing live 
men approaching they concealed themselves, and killed John Logm 
and Charles Co~l, and wounded William Handton, who died soon 
after at Corlisle. 

In the second war, s q  on the 5th July, 1763, as told by Robert 
Robinson, the I n d i m  went to Juniata iu harvest time, where the 
people had gone back to reap their crops, while the r e a p s  d l  lay 
upon h e  floor in William While's house on Sunday, the ludime 
crept up and shot them all, save one boy, who leaped out of the 
window and got OK 

The same I n d i a ,  went 05 to Robert Campbell's, on the T u 5  
carom creek, surprised them in the some may, shot them on the 
floor where they were resting themselves. One Dodds made hie 
Pscnpe up the chimney, and fled to Shcattnnn's valley; thence 
hey went to William Anderson's, and lcilled him; thence they went 
to Collins'and committed depredations, burned Gntllum's house, &c. 
They were afterwards pursued and overtaken ot Nicliolson's, and n 
battle ensued, there being twenty-five Indians, to twelve white per- 
OMS ; five of the latter were killed. 

[In September, 1763, five persons were killed inn fight at BufTdoe 
creek.] 

In the year 1763, a company of volunteers of one hundred men 
resolved to go up the Susquehanna as far as Nonsey, so as by 
attacking them at horne, they might the better drive them off from 
any further invasions of the settlements. They joined battle near 
Alonsey, with two companies of Indians, supposed to be then on 
their way down the river for destruction-they killed their chief, 
ciilled Snake, and the others dispersed. 

During the Indian alarms of 1763, the congregation of Christ 
church and St. Peter's mised the sum of 3662 for the relief of the 
frontier inhabitants, especially in Cumberlnnd county. A letter at 



this time from their ~nissionnry, Willian~ Thomson, at  Carlisle, snya 
" TVc find the number of the distressed to be seven hundred m d  fiAg 
families, who hare alandoired their plnnmions, many have lost theu 
crops, and some their stock and furniture, and besides these me am 
informed b a t  about two hundred wonlen and children are coming 
down from Fort P i t t  T h e  unhappy sufferers are dispersed through 
every part of this country, and many have passed tl~rough into 
York. I n  this town and neigl~bourl~ood, there are upwards of two 
hundred hmilies, nnd having the dection of the s~nall pox aud flux 
to a great degree." 

Besides the money sent by the vestry of the above cliurches, they 
also sent two chests of arms, lialf a ba~rel of powder, four l~undred 
pounds of lead, two hundred swan shot, and a liundred ilints; to be 
sold to such prudent and good people as should need tl~em, and 
would use them for their dcfeucr, [Tlie above facts are on the 
minutes of Christ church.] Contributions were made at P/~iladeG 
phia at the same time by others. 

In  the year 1779, the Indians n~ade  inroads into the setdements 
of Northumberland coclrity, assaulted the house of Andrew Am)- 
strong, made him a prisoner, his wife was hid under a bed. Two 
families flying were attacked at Warrior's run, the men escaped, bur 
Mrs. Durham, hiwing her child shot in her arnls, fainted and fell, 
and \\-as scalped; but she revived again and got oB safely. T h e  
same year, a party of Indians came into BuKaloe vdler, where they 
fell upon two girls separated from the reapers, and secured diem with 
one Indian, while they sl~ould try to attack the said reapers ; while 
their Indim was lying down, one of the girls sunk a hatchet into 
his head, and both made oB and gave the alnrn~. 

T h e  people of Norrhumberl~nd county, to defend tl~emaelves, 
erected ion Freelan, dso Bmdy's, Wallace's, and Boomes' forb. 
This repressed the incursions, but they killed Captain Bready while 
he tvns bringing provisions to the garrison. Orle of the partis of 
Indians went into Norihumberlanl county, captured Peter Pence, , 

a man and n boy. Some time after, when the Indians were asleep 
at night, Pence got loose, and with the aid of the boy killed two or 
three, and the rest, having their guns taken, fled. T h e  white per- 
sons got to their homes. 

Some of the Indian crueldes were extreme, one George Wools 
relates the surering to wl~icll n young man was subjected; it wos 
too great to be conceived of unless seen. They cut holes in his 
cheeks, through which they passed the cord by which he wns tied 
to LL tree, with slack enough to let him move round it. His. body 
being naked, they seared his flesh with heated gun-barrels, and as he 
moved round to shun one he was met behind by mother. They 
swlped his head and applied hot nshes and coals to his skull. Then 
they opened his nbdomen, nnd taking out part of his bowels to the 
bee, and again compeliing him to move by the touching of the hot 
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yu-barrels, findly, as he was nearly expiring, his tormenters chrusf 
a hot iron u p  to his heart, and he died ! 

The Indians on S u s p e h a n m  

I n  the yeam 1744-5, the Rev. Mr. Bminard visited the Indians on 
the Suquehanna-he thus describes his first visit there, to wit: 

I n  October, he started from his Indians a t  the Forks of Delaware. 
(since Enston,) accompanied by his friend the Rev. Mr. Byron, of 
Rockciticus; at twenty-five miles' journey they lodged at  the lac; 
Iwuse on their road, all the rest wns a LC hideous nnd howling wildel 
ness," nothing else bnt mountains, deep valleys and hideous rocks. 
His mare broke her legs in the rocks and had to be killed, and he 
went onward on foot, a t  night sleeping on the gmund before a 
fire. 

They arrived at  Suquehanna river a t  a place called Opeholhau 
peg, consisting. of twelve Indian houses--here he preached several 
times--had the~r  nttention,and a request to visit them n,.ain, and he 
relurned home. [But little done.] 

In  September, 1745, he w i n  left the Forks of Delaware, (Eas- 
ton,) and made his journey to the Susquehnnnn, lodging out three 
nights; when he  arrived at  Shamokin, where werc fift~v houses 
und three hundred persons, of three tribes, speaking diKerent Ian- 
gunges, consisting of Delnwares, Senekns and Tutelas. 

Thence he travelled down the river-visited an Indian town 
called Juneauta, (since Juniata,) situated on an island in the Sus- 
quehanna, (Duncan's?) they were making prepnmtions for a s& 
/icial clance. They  had prepared ten fat deer for the sacrifice -they 
danced nll night. Next day they gathered all their pow-WOWS, (cou- 
jurors,) to ascertain why they were so sickly of fevers and flux. 
He describes the process.] Scveml of them understood English- 

t $ ey learned it in MnryIat~d. 
[The present Clark% ferry," near Duncnn's island, was called 

Queenmhawakee by the Indiuns, and the Juniatn, near by it, wns 
epelled Coniuta. This  ferry m a  once a great fording place-a little 
above it, at the White rock, on the river side, John Harris had, in 
1733, a house, which was complained of by the Indians. T h e  
Swedish family of Huling came originally from Marcus Hook, and 
settled the fine island now called Duncon's. I n  the year 1755, Mrs. 
Huling, with her two children, all on one horse, forded the river snd 
made their escape from the Indians, down to Fort  Hunter, now 
hfcAllister's place. A Mrs. Berryhill got safe to the snrne place, but 
her husband was killed and scalped. This  island wns the fwouritc 
home of the Indians, and there are still many Indian remnins. At 
h e  angle of the canul, near the great bridge, I saw the mound co- 
vered with trees, from which were taken hundreds of cart-loads of 
human bones, and which were used with the intermixed earth, ol 
filling materids for one of the shoulders or bastions of the dam 



What amcrilege? !here mere also anlong them many beads, trink. 
ets, kc.] 

Aupst ,  1746. Lode towards Paxton, (near present Harrisburg,) 
upon Susquehanrd river; thence to Chambers', (Hunter's fort,) 
where he found urtgodly people drinking and swearing; thence fif- 
teen miles, to a family wholly unacquainted with God ; nest day 
travelled above d l  the English settlements and lodged in the woods 
- t h e n  he met and msembled Indians at different plnces-all were 
attentive, but few converts. September Ist, set our from Slmnokin 
for the Great island up the North-west branch ; lodged in the woods; 
when arrived m the Delaware town, found them drinking and 
drunken. Thence went eight miles to the Shawaunoes--some 
were attentive and some not. On the 4th September returned 
homewards, finding himself too feeble nnd unwell to remain longer, 
[One cannot but remark, how little all his pains and travel could ef- 
fect. These journeys ~eerned but ill required by the measure of 
success; yet his faith and zeal seem unnbnted.] 

The Assault and Bunzing of Hanna's t m r ,  in 1562. 

This town, now no longer ~ u c h ,  once stood nbout three ntilea 
from Greensburg. I t  was distinguished In the year 1553, ns the 
first county town, where justice wns dispensed in legal form, west 
of the Allegheny mountains. At. the time thnt it was made the 
court town of Westmoreland county, in 1573, it consisted of nbout 
thirty hnbitations of log construction. Even the court-house, and 
'ail, and a stockade fort, were all formed of logs. Rohert Hnnna, 
s q .  a s  the first justice presiding in the  court^, and Arthur St. 
Chit ,  Esq., first clerk and prothonotary-the Enme who afterwards 
became Gen. St. Clair. T h e  first road opened to Fort Pitt, by Gen. 
Forbes and his army,.pnssetl through this town. At that placeHugh 
Breckenridge mode 111s first debut as a Inwyer. There were tnnny 
joyous meetings at court times, when all was rustic cordiirlitg and 
good cheer. R'ow the sntne grounds are annually furrowed with the 
plough. T h e  mmmer of 1782 wns a sorrowful season to the fron- 
tier inhnbitnnts, nl l  the country to the north-\vest of this town had 
been genendly deserted from the dread of Indinns, who had been 
killing and pursuing nlnny of the people. On the 13th July, 1762, 
the memomble day for Hannn town, when sundry of the inhabitants 
were nbsent at Miller's station, two miles distant, and another part 
of them gone out to assist in the harvest of O'ConnorYs field, a mile 
nnd n half off, the itlam of approaching Indians wns sormded, so 
that the most of the inhabitants got into the fort. The  sav~ages, pro- 
voked to find themselves discovered, sacked nnd burned the town-. 
the little garrison being too wenk to assault. They then set off to 
attack Miller's stntion-they were supposed to be about three hun. 
dred in nu ber, misted by some fifty or sixty refvSee guidea P There the I dims assaulted by surprise the principal house, where 



wns n wedding party, at which were present Mrs. H. and her two 
pretty daughters, Mr. Brownlee, and family, Jic. Sonw made their 
escape, but the bride and,woont (think of such a stnte!) and seven1 
of the p e s t s  were madepriso~ms, including some of the Niller fa- 
mily. These were all marched off to Canada-there tlie beauty and 
the misfortunes of the Misses H. attmcted attention, and a British 
35cer loved and married the gentle Miss Marian. Brownlee, iron1 

. being an active campaigner fonnerly o ~ i n s t  the Indians, wtls toma- 
hawked on the route, while carrying 111s child on his shoulders--he 
child mus killed dso. A woman prisoner, who saw it, shrieking out 
with terror and interfering, was also killed us a warning of submission 
to the rest. They all remained in Canada ti11 after the peace of 
1763, and were then released-the widow Brownlee among the 
 lumber, minus the loss of husband a d  child murdered! Jluch 
more in &laid is remembered by the aged of that part of the coun- 
u y 4 n e  man, for instunce, in running from Miller's town with his 
family, and carrying his IittIe child, wus so holly putsued by the sn- 
vqes,  that for the sake of saving his mother, he  laid down his c ldd  
in the field, thus saving himself nnd her, and stnnge to tell, the 
child, since grown up to manhood, wns found afrenvards safe at 
home =leep in bed-by what cause so restored, urns never known ! 
I s  it not now subject of wonder, that so populous and cwilized n 
country should, only as late as 17S2, have been ravaged by predatory 
Indians. How emily too might some of the party have made a 
h o k  of their suffering and adventures in cnptivity, equal to that of 
the Gilbert family which I have herein preserved. 

[A story of tlie above facts is well told ill the Germantown Tele- 
gmph of 22d Nov., 1S37, from an inland paper.] 

Narrative of Lieut. Van Chrnpcu, slwwing the state of the Pcnn- 
sylvania frontier, as Ire was ergaged ia it, during the Revolution. 

T h e  facts of this narmtive, as he prepared it for his claim on Con 
gresr, in 1835, show that the Susquehanna was then a western 
frontier. I t  is published at large on cover No. 7, of Aug. 14, 1 635, 
of Waldie's Library. I t  is full of legend and daring adventure in 
conflicts with the Indiuns, from the yeara 1777 to 1782, in the same 
counties now filled with a rich and civilized population. 

I n  1777 he was stationed three months at  Big isle, under COI. 
Kelly. I n  1778 he was sent by Col. Hunter to build a fort at  Fidl- 
ing creek, where they were attacked by Indians. I n  the some sum- 
mer occurred the great massacre of Wyoming. This produced the 
appointment of Gen. Sullivan, with a n  nrmy to push into tlie Indian 
country, in the year 1779. When near Tiogu point, the Indians as- 
sembled in great force, and Van Campen, disguised ns nn Indian, 
went by night into their camp to espy out their force, &c. After 
this he  wm sent home sick with camp fever-he went to his father's 
farm, near the fort he l~ad before built at  Fishing creek. In  &larch, 
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1760, the family mas attacked by Indians, and his father and brother 
killed before his eyes, and himself and two relativez borne off as pri- 
soners by ten Indians. I n  two or three days they rose upon these 
Indians when asleep, and despatched them all but one!-this wos 
near the present Tiom- They  made themselves a mft and drifted 
towards Wyoming. After this he nros employed to keep up a con- 
stant cl~ain of scouts around the frontier settlements, from Fishing 
creek to i~Iuncey, &c. 

Some Indiun Fbcts. 

At Lebanon, (one mile south of the road, westward, near to the 
creek Catepnhilla, the former name of the ~ e l k n e n t , )  is still a stone 
house, dtered and renewed, which was at  first the Fbrt iwrcse fordre 
neighbours, now belongs to Doctor Glovinger. There is also in tim 
t m n ,  an aged woman who had been six years a captive with the In- 
dians-taken with other children from the neighbourhood. T h e  
house had little wi?rdms used ns loop holes for guns. 

At Myestown, air miles this side of Lebanon, is another stone 
house, used for a fort, and which wns once bnvely defended by a 
single woman. 

At JVomelsdo:f, at the east end of the town, opposite to Bunker's 
hill, a place of fight with the Indians, is astone house, now in p r t  re- 
built, belong-ing to Mr. Schullz, and once the property of Connd 
Weiser, the Interpreter, (still used os a fwni house,) which wag thc 
fort of the place, and maintained at  one time a strong defence. An 
Indian burial ground is close by. 

Mrs. Clemens is now alive, near Womelsdorf, who had been an 
Indian captive. 

I n  the year 1736, there were a hundred Indians of the Six Nn- 
lions at Stenton farm, (Logan's,) come for purposes of treaty. Stayed 
two days and went to the city and treated. 

k s t o g a  Indians a u d  Siuncanese. 

T h e  Votes of the Assembly, vol. 4, p. 527-year 1765. 
T h e  comn~ittee upon the claims of the Dela~vares and Shawnnese 

to lands upon Conedopiwt, (a creek near Carlisle,) report, that 
after making their best inquiries, come to the conclusion, to wit: 
Tha t  tlie Shawanese are southern Indians, who being made uncosy 
by their neighbours, came with about sixty families up to Conestoga, 
about. the year 169S, by the leave of the Susquehannn Indians, who 
then lived there. Having afterwards consulted with William Penn, 
und having his permission, other Indinns followed them and settled 
here, and also on the upperparts of Delaware. That  CIS they had 
thus ;oined the Susquehanna Indians, who were dependent upon 
the f i v e  Nptions, they also became under their protechon. I n  time, 
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these same Sha~vanese were oKered the lnnds (concfitionnlly) upon 
Conedoquinet 

p o ~ ~ . - T h e  foregoing does not show nny thing about a c s e f  
hav~ng said he had seen Penn at the tretty of the Treaty-tree, ns I 
hod publisl~ed in my T d e s  of Olden Time, p. 209, upon the alleged 
extract from the above vol. 4, given by R. C.] 

We shnll enlarge this chapter relative to Indinns, by giving a brief 
sketch of the nnmtive of the Gilbert family, captured by the Indians 
in the yenr l'i60, at the place now so well known os Mnuch Chunk, 
the present great coal district. We hope that ib interest will excuse 

length, ahfeed for these pages, from a still longer story. And 
here we must beg the render to reflect, that this is a place but sixty 
nules from Philadelphia--and that secure ns it then wns for pre- 
datory Indians, it is now the nlluring, channing nnd safe spot of 
summer tmvelling, and is filled with an active nnd prosperous popu- 
lation! 

TIE captivity of B e ~ i a m i n  Wbwt a n d  his family, 1780. 

Bonjamin Gilbert, son of Joseph Gilbert, wm born at Bybeny, 
about fifteen miles from the city of Philadelphia, in the yenr 1711, 
nnd received his edccation among the people called Quaker& 

H e  resided at or near the place of his nativity for s e v e d  years; 
during which time of residence he married, and afier the decease of 
his first wife, he accomplished a second marriage with Elizabeth 
P a r t ,  widow of Bryan Penrt, and continued in the neighbourhood 
until the year 1775, when he removed with his family to a farm 
situate on Mahoning creek, in Penn township, Northampton county, 
being then the frontiers of Pennsylvunia, [not far from where Fort 
Allen wns erected.] 

- 

This familv wns dnrmed on the 25th dav of the 4th month. 1780. 
about sunrise; by a party of eleven ~ndians,-whose appeannce~struck 
them with terror. T o  attempt to escape wns death, and a portion of 
distress not easy to be supported, wm the certnin attendant on the most 
patient nnd submissive conduct. T h e  Indinns who made this incur- 
sion were of diCferen1 tribes or nations. who had abandoned their 
country on the approach of General ~uliivan's army, and fled wilhio 
comrnandof the British forts in Cnnadn. ~romiscuouslvsetllinr within 
their neighbourhood, and. according to&dian custo~i of carGhg on 
war, frequently invading the frontier settlements, taking captive the 
weak and defenceless. 

T h e  names of these Indinns, with their respective tribes, are as 
follow : 

Rowland Monteur, 1st captain; John Monteur, second in corn. 
mand, who wns nlso styled captain. These two were Mohawks, 
descended of n French woman.* Samuel Harris, John Huston, and - 

Catherine Monteur wns sfttlcd nt Cntherine, New York-namui aRer he1 



his son, John Huston, Jr., were Cayugas ; John Fox, of the Dela 
ware nation ; the other five were Senecas. 

At this place they made ciiptires of the following persons: 
Benjamin Gilbert, aged about 69 pears; Eliznbcrli, his wife, 55 ; 

Joseph Gilbert, his son, 41; Jesse Gilbert, another son, 1 9 ;  Sarah 
Gilbert, wife to .!=e, 19 ; Rebecca Gilbert, a daughter, 16 ; Abner 
Gilbert, a son, 14: Elizabeth Gilbert,. a daughter, 12; Thomas 
Peart, son to Benjamin Gilbert's wife, 63; Benjamin Gilbert, s son 
of John Gilbert, of Philadelphia, 11 ; Andrew Hilrriga, of German 
descent, hired by Benjamin Gilbert, 26 ; Abignil Dodson, (daughter 
of Samuel Dodson, who lived on a farm near one mile distant from 
the mill,) wlio came that morning with grist, 14.t 

They then proceeded to Benjamin Peart's dwelling, about half n 
mile further, and brought himself and family, viz. :-Benjamin Pearl, 
son to Benjamin Gilbert's wife, aged 27 ; Elizabeth Peart, his wife, 
20; and their child, about nine months old-in all fifieen persons. 

T h e  prisonels were bound with cords which t l~e  Indians brought 
with them, and in this n~elancholy condition left under a guard for 
the space of half an hour, during which time the rest of the capion 
employed themselves in plundering the house, and packing up such 
g ~ o d s  as they chose to carry off, until they had got logether a sufi- 
clent loading for three homes which they took, besides compelling 
the distressed prisoners to carry part of t h e i ~  plunder. When they 
hnd finished plundering, they b e p n  their retreat, two of their num- 
ber being detached to fire the buildings, which thex did without nny 
exception of those belonging to the unhappy suferen; thereby ng- 
grnvating their distresses, ns they could observe the flames, and the 
falling in of the roofs, from an adjoining eminence called Summer 
hill. They cast n mournful lcok towards their dwellinp! but were 
not permitted to stop until they had reached the other s ~ d e  af the 
hill, where the party sat down to make a short repast; but grief pre- 
vented the prisoners from sharing with them. 

T h e  Indians speedily put forward from this place, as they nppre-, 
h~nded  they were not so far removed from the settlements as to be 
secure from pt~rsuit. Not much further was a large hill, called No- 
chunk3 whicl~ they fised upon ns a place of rendezvous : here they 
halted near an hour, and prepnred shoes or sandals, which they cnll 
moccasons, for some of the children : considering themselves in some 
degree relieved from danger, their fenn abated so that they could 
enjoy their meal at leisure, which they ate very heartily. At their 
removal from tl~is I~ill, they told the prisoners that Col. Butler was 

--- 
Since Mrs. E. Wctlsler, in Byberry-visited by me in 1882-11 lively woman still. 

t Abignil Do~laon was held prisoner Ion@-is now well eetllcd on Yusquehnnnn, 
t Mochunk I~ill-now Mn~~ct i  Chunk. 
Whnt n contrnst belwcen Ilringa and place8 lhcn and now ! Then so frmrlicr and 

wild, now u, proptcd and improved! 
0 Such InJinn captivity ns late ns 178C, at only a distnnce n w  o? one Jny's ride 

horn Phitndelphin, chowa the mpid eettlcmcnt of Pennqplvanio 
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no great distance from them, in the moods, m d  that they were going 
to him. 

T h e  Broad mountain is said to be seven rides over in this place, 
and about ten miles distant from Benjamin Gilbert's settlemen!. 
Here they halted nn hour, m d  then struck into the Neskapeck patn. 
the unevenness and ruggedness of which rendered it extremely toit. 
some, and obliged them to move forward slowljr. Quackac creel; 
runs across the Neskapeck path, which leads over Pismire hill. At 
rllis 1 s t  place they stopped to refresh themselves, and then pursued 
their inarch along the same path, through Moravian Pine swamp, to 
Xahoniah mountain, where they lodged, being the first night of their 
captivity. 

It may furnish information to some, to mention the method the 
lndians genenlly use to secure their prisoners: They cut down n 
sapling re large ns a man's thigh, and therein cut notches, in which 
they fix their legs, and over this they place a pole, crossing the pole 
on each side with stakes driven in the ground, and in the crotchete 
of the slakes tbey place other poles or riders, effectually confining 
the prisoners on their backs; besides which they put a strap round 
their necks, which they fasten to a tree. In  this manner the night 
passed. Their beds were hemlock branches strewed on the ground, 
and blankets for a covering, which wns an indulgence scarcely to 
have been expected from savnges. I t  may reasonably be expected, 
that in this meluncholy situation, sleep was a stranger to their eye- 
lids. 

Benjamin Peart having fainted in the evening, occasioned by the 
sutietins he endured, nras threatened to be tomahawked by Rowlond 
Monteur. 

25th. Early this morning they continued their route, neor the 
waters of Teropin ponds. T h e  Indians thought it most eligible t~ 
separate the prisoners in companies of two by two, each company 
under the command of n particular Indian, spreading them to a con- 
siderable distance, in, order to render a pursuit as tmpracticable as 

Towards evening the parties u p i n  met and encamped ; 
!:T%$dled o deer, they kindled n fire, each one roasting pieces of 
the flesh u on sharpened sivitches. T h e  confinement of the cap 
lives was &e same with the first night, bnt, as they were by this 
time more resigned to the ovent, they were not altogether deprived 
of sleep. 

27th. After breakfast a council wns held concerning the division 
of the prisonen, which being settled, they delivered ench other those 
prisoners who fell within their severnl allotments, giving them direc- 
tions to attend to the particular Indians whose property they becnme. 
ln t l h  day's journey they passed nenr fort Wyoming, on the eastern 
brunch of Susquehnnna, about forty miles from their lnte llabitation. 

28th. This morning the prisoners were all painted, according to 
the custom among the Indians, some of them with red and black, 
and Borne all red, nnd some with black only. Those whom hay 
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smut ~ t h  blidi, without any other colour, are not considered of any 
value, and are gened ly  by this mark devoted to death : although 
this cruel purpose may not be executed immediately, they are seldom 
preserved to reach the Indian hamlets alive. I n  the evening they 
came to Susquehanna, having had a painful and weariwme journey 
through a very stony and hilly path. 

29th. They went in search of the horses, which had strayed froni 
them in the night, and after some time found them. They then 
irept the course of the river, walking dong  its side with difficulty. 
In the afternoon they came to a place where the Indians had di- 
rected four negroes to wait their return, having !eft them some corn 
fcr a subsistence. These negroes had escaped from confinement, 
and were on their way to Niwra, when first discovered by the In- 
dians; being cl~allenged by then], answered, " they were for the 
king," upon which they immediately received them into protection. 
5th mo., 1st After crosing a considerable hill in the morning, 

they came to a place where two Indians lay dead. A party of In- 
dians had taken some white people, whom they were carrying off 
prisoners; they rose upon the Indians in the night, killed four of 
them, arid then effected their escape. 

2d. Having some of their provisions with them, they made an 
eariy meal, and tmvelled the whole day. They crossed the east 
oranch of Susquehan~ra towards evening, in canoes, at  the place 
where General Sullivan's army had passed it in their expedition. 

3d. They frequently killed deer, and by that means supplied the 
company with meat, being almost the only provision they ate, os the 
flour they took wilh them was expended. 

4th. T h e  path they travelled this morning was but little trodden. 
which made it difficult for tllosk who were not acquainted with the 
woods to keep in it. They  crossed a creek, nlade up a large fire to 
warm themselves by, and then separ~ted into two con~panies, the 
one taking the westward pnth, with whom were Thomas Peart, Jo- 
seph Gilbert, Benjamin Gilbert, Jr., and Jesse Gilbert's wife, Sarah;'  
are others went more to the north, over rich level land. When eve. 
ning cnme, inquiry was made concerning the four captives who were 
taken in the west\vnrd pnth, and t h y  were told, that "these were 
Idled and scdped, and you may expecl the same fate to-night.'' 
*Andrew Hmripr  was so terrified at the threat that he resolved upon 
!caving them, and as soon M it ww dark, took a kettle with pretence 
of bringing some water, and made his escape under favour of the 
night. Me mns sought afier by the Indians as soon as they pbsewed 
him to be ~nissing. 

5th. In  the morning the Indians returned, their search for Andrew 
Harrigar beine happily for him unsuccessful. 

6th: 7t11, 8th. They  continued these th~ee  days in the neighbour- 

Andrew ~ n k p r ,  nfter mnny hsrrlsbipa in the woods, got back&* tn the nettlemenut, 
and gnvc the first information. 



hood of these villages, which had been deserted upon General Sulli. 
wn's approach. Here they lived well, having, in addition to their 
usual bill of fare, plenty of turnip and potatoes, which had remained 
in theground, unnoticed by the mny. This piace wils tile hunting 
ground of the Shipqucps, nnd whenever their industry prompted 
them to go out hunting, they had no dimculty to procure os many . 

deer as they desired. 
Roast and boiled meat, with vegetables, afforded them plentiful 

meals; they also caught a-wild turkey, and some fish, called suckers. 
Their manner of catching fish was, to sharpen n stick, nnd watch 
 long the rivers until a fish came nenr them, when they suddenly 
pierced him with the stick, and brought him out of the witer. 

Here were a number of colts; some of them were taken, and the 
prisonp ordered to rnan'nge them, which was not ensily done. 

9th. When they renewed their march, they placed the mother 
upon a horse that seemed dangerous to ride, but she was preserved 
from any injury. I n  tliis day's journey they came to meadow 
ground, where they stayed the night, the men being confined as be- 
fore related, and the negroes lay nenr them for a guard. 

11th. A long reach of savanna and low ground, rendered this 
day's mute very fatiguing and painful, especially to the women. 
Elizabeth Peart's husband not being Jlowed to relieve her by v- 
ing the child, her spirits and strength were so exhausted that she 
wils ready to faint ; the Indian under whose care she was, observing 
her distress, give her a vioIent blow. 

14th. T'l~e mother had suffered so much, that two of her children 
were obliged to lead her. Before noon they came to Canadoqo ,  
where they met with Benjamin Gilbert, Jr., and Jesse Gilbert's wife 
Sanh, two of the four who had been separated from them ten days 
ptrs~, and taken along the western path. This meeting afforded them 
great satisfaction; the doubt and uncertainty of their lives being 
spared often dktressing their affectionate relations. 

John Huston, Jr., the Indian under whose care Benjamin Gilbert 
was placed, designing to dcsptch him, painted him black ; this ex- 
ceedingly terrified the family, but no entreaties of theirs being likely 

. 
to prevail, they resigned their cause to Him whose power can control 
d l  events. At the~r  quarters in the evening two white men camc 
to them, one of whom was n volunteer amongst the British, the 
other had been taken prisoner some time before. These two men 
brought some hominy, and sugar made from the sweet maple, the 
sap being boiled to a consistency, and is but a little inferior to the 
sugar imported from the islands. Of tliis provision, and a hedge- 
hog which they fonnd, they made a more comfortable supper than 
h e y  had enjoyed for many days. 

15th. In  the morning, the volunteer having received information 
of the rough treatment the prisoners met with from the negroes, re- 
lieved tl~eln, by hking the four blacks under his care. I t  wns not 
without much difficulty they crossed a large creek which was in their 



way, being obliged to swim the horses over it. Benjumin Gilbert 
began to fail; the Indian, whose property he was, highly irritated 
at his want of streugth,put a lope about his neck, leading him dong 
i t  it. Fatigue at Iwt so overcame him h a t  he fell on the ground, 
wlwn the Indian pulled the rope so hard tlrat he dnlost choked him. 
His wife seeing this, resolutely iuterceded for hirn, although the In- 
dians bid her go fonvards, as the others had gone on before them ; 
this she refused to comply with, unless her husband might be per- 
mitted to acconqnny her; they replied tlmt they were determined 
to "kill the old man," having before this set him apart ~ L S  a victiw 

16th. Kecessity induced two of the Indians to set o r  on horse- 
back, nto the Seneca country, in search of provisions. T h e  prison- 
en, in the mean time, were ordered to dig up a root, something re- 
sembling potatoes, wliich the Indiuns call whopponies. Tliey tar- 
ried at this place until towards the evening of the succeeding day, 
and made n soup of wild onions and turnip tops ; this they ate \vitl~- 
out b r e d  or salt; it could uot, therefore: afrord sufficient sustenance, 
either for young or old; their food being so very light, their strength 
daily \vasted. 

17th. They left this place, and crossed the Genesee river, (wl~ich 
empties its waters into lalie Ontario,) on u n f t  of logs, bound to- 
gether by hicltory withes. This  appeared to be a dangerous niethod 
of ferrying them over sncl~ a river, to those who had been unaccus- 
tomed to s i~ch  conveyances. T h e y  fixed their station near the Ge- 
nesee banks, and procu~ed more of the wild potato roots before men- 
tioned, for their supper. 

1 S h  One of the Indians left the company, taking with him the 
finest horse they had, and in some hours after, returned with o large 
piece of meat, ordering the captives to boil it ; this command they 
cheerfully perforn~ed, anxiously watching the kettle, lresh meat 
beine a n~ritv which thev had not erten for o lone time. T h e  Indians. a d d u 

when it was sufliciently boiled, dis~ributed to each one a piece, eat- 
ine snnrinnlv thetnselves. T h e  ~risoners made their renast without 
b%ad' or &I;, atid ate with a lelish what they eu+osed to be 
fresh beef. but afterwi~rds understoo : it was horse-Besh. 

A sl~till halloo which they heard gnre the prisoners some uneasi. 
nes. One of the Indians itnmediately rode to esn~nine the cause, 
i~nd I b ~ ~ n d  it was Cnpt. Rolvland Monteur, and his brother Jol~m's 
wife, w i ~ h  some other Indians, who were seeking them with provi. 
sion. T h e  captain and his company had brought with them cake8 
of hotniny atid Indii~n corn; ofthis they made n good meal. From 
him they received inforn~ation respecting Josepli Gilbert nnd T'hon~us 
Peart, who were sepiratetl from the  other^ on the 4th inslm!, that 
they had arrived at the Indinn settlements, some time, in safely. 

19th- Pot~nding hominy was this clay's employt~;ent, the weather 
being w m n ,  made it a hard tnsk; they boiled and prepared it for 
eupper, 11ie In$ans sitting down to eat first, and when thcy had con. 
:luded their n~ec~l,  they wiped the spoon on !!ie sole of the r lnoccn 



suns, and then gave it to the captives. Hunger alone could prevail 
on any one to eat after such filth and nastiness. 

2 1 s ~  T h e  report of a morning gun from Niagrm, which they 
heard, contributed to mise their hopes, they rejoiced at  being so near. 
An Indian w z ~  despatcl~ed on horseback, to procure provisions from 
the fort. 

22d. As the Indians approached nearer their habitations they fre- 
quently repeated their ilnlloos, and after some time they received an 
answer in the same manner, which alartned the corn, 2ny much; 
hut they soon di~covered it to proceed from a party of whites and 
Indinns, who wele on some expedition, thougl~ their pretence IVW 
that they were for New Yorl;. T h e  captain being at a distance be- 
nind, when his wife came, the company ivaited for him. After the 
customary salot:~ticns, he addressed himelf to his wife, telling her 
tlmt Rebecca was her daughter, and tint she ntust not be induced, 
by any considemtion, to part with her ; \vllcreupon she took a silver 
ring OK her finger, and put it upon Rebecca, by which she was 
adopted as her (laughter. 

They  feasted upon the provisiorrs that were brought, for h e y  had 
Deen for seveml days before pinched wit11 hunger, tvl~nt sustenance 
they could procure not being sufficient to support nature. 

23d. T h e  Indians proceeded on their journey, and continued 
whooping in the most frightful manner. Those who were behind 
came up, und the captain handed some rum round, giving each o 
dnm,  except the two old folks, whom they did not consider worthy 
of this notice. Here the captain, who had the chief direction, painted 
Abner, Jesse, Rebecca, and Elizabeth Gilbert,.jun., and presented 
each with a belt of wampum, as a token of thetr being received into 

avow, and they took from them all their hats and bonnets, except 6 ebecca's. 
T h e  Indians, men, women, and children, collect together, bringing 

clubs and stones, in order to beat. them, which they usually do wit11 
Feat  severity, by way of revenge for their relations who have been 
alnin ; this is performed immedlntely upon their entering the village 
where the warriors reside. This treatment cannot be avoided, and 
the blows, however cruel, must be borne without complaint, and the 
prisoners are sorely beaten, until their enemies are wearied with the 
cruel sport. Their surerings were in tltis case very great, they 
received several wounds, and two of the women, who were on horse- 
back, 'were mrlch bruised by falling from their horses, which were 
frightened by t11e Indians. Elizabeth, the mother, tool; shelter by 
ihe side of one of them, but upon his observing that she met with 
rome favour upon his account, he sent her away; she then received 
seven1 violent blows, so that she wns almost disabled. T h e  blcod 
triclrled from their heads in a stream, their hair being cropped close, 
and the clothes they had on, in rags, made their eituation piteous. 
Whilst they were idicting this revenge upon the captives, the king 
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Lame, and put a stop to m y  further cruelty, by telling h e m  "it war 
rufficient," which they immediately attended to. 

Benjamin Gilbert, and Elizabeth his wife, Jesse Gilbert, and Ilia 
wife, were ordered to Captain Rowland RIonteur's house, the women 
oelonging to it were kind to them, and gave them something to eat; 
Snmh Gilbert, Jesse's wife, \vos tnken from them by three women, ia 
order to be placed in the family she \\-as to be adopted by. 

24th. Two officers from Niwra fort, Captains Ilace and Po~vell, 
calm to see the prisoners, and prevent (as they were infornled) any 
abuse that might be given them. Benjamin Gilbert infonned these 
officers, that he was apprenhensive they were in great danger of 
being murdered, upon which they promised him they would send 
a boat the next day to bring then] to N i a g n .  

When they left the Indian town, several issued from their huts 
after them, with sticks in their hands, yelling and screeching in a 
most dismal manner; but through the mterposition of four Indian 
women, who had come with the captives, to prevent any further 
abuse they might receive, they mere preserved. After reaching the 
fort, Captain Pomel introdtlced them to CoIonel Guy John~mz, and 
Cblonel Uzdler, who nsked the prisoners malty questions, in the 
presence of the Indians. They  presented the captain with a belt of 
wampum, which is a constant pnctice amongst them, when they 
intend a ratification of peace. 

28th. Benjamin Gilbert, Elizabeth his mife, and Jesse Gilbert, 
were surrendered to Colonel Johnson. This deliverance, from such 
scenes of distress as they had become acquainted with, gave them 
a more free opportunity of close reflection tltan heretofore. 

T h e  particular attention of Colonel Johnson's housekeeper to them, 
from a cornmisention of their 'distress, claims their remembrance ; 
Benjamin, his wife, and Jesse Gilbert, mere invited to her house, 
where she not only give h e  old fdks her best room, but administered 
to their necessities, and endeavoured to soothe their sorrows. 

25th. A fcw days rtfter they came to the fort, they had informa- , 
tion that Benjamin Peart was by the river side, with the Indians; 
upon hearing this report, his mother went to see him, but every 
attenlpt for his release wns in vain, the Indians would by no meane 
give him up. 

T h e  Rritish oficen being acquainted that Jesse Gilbert's wife wos 
among the Indians, with great tenderness agreed to seek her out, 
and after a diligent inquiry, found t l ~ l t  she was among the Dela- 
wares; they went to them, and endeavoured to agree upon terms for 
her releaselnent; the Indians brought her to the fort the next day, 
but would not give her up to her relntions. 

29th. As the cabins of the Indians were hut two miles from the 
fort, they went thither, and Jesse and the officers uscd every nrgu- 
ment in their power to prevail upon them, representing how hard it 
wos to part 4hese two young people; at  length they consented to 
bnng her in next day, with their whole tribe, for a final rele~se. 



30th. They accordingly came, but started so man) oojecuons, h a t  
she was obliged to return with them. 

31st Early next morning, Captah Roleson ge~~erously undertook 
to procure her liberty, whtch, after much attention and solicitude, 
he, together with Lieutenant Hillyard, happily accomplished. They 
made die Indians s eved  small presents, and gave them thirty pounds 
89 8 Klilr.SOI11. 

Whtn  Sarah Gilbert hid obtained her liberty, she altered her dress 
more in cliarwter for her sex, tlmn she had been able to do whilst 
amongst the Indinns, and went to her husband nnd parents a: 
Colonel Johnson's, where she wm joyfully received. 

Colonel Johnson's housekeeper continued her kind attentions to 
them during their stay Iiere, and procured clothing for them from 
d ~ e  king's stores. 

6th month 1st. About this time, the Senecas, among whom Elizil- 
beth  pear^ was captive, brougltt her with them to the fort; as soon 
as the mother ltenrd of i t ,sl~e went to her, and had some convemtiou 
with her, but could not lenm where she mas to be sent to. Captoin 
Powell interested himself in her m e  likewise, and orered to purchase 
her of them, hut the Indians refused to give her up; and as the 
mother and daughter expected they should see each other no more, 
their parting was very nrecting. 

2d and 3d. Not many days after their arrival at Niagam, a vessel 
came up Lake Ontario to the fort, with orders for the prisoners to go 
to Montreal, I11 this vessel came one Captain Bratit, an Indian 
chief, high in mnlc amongst them. Elizabeth Gilbert immediately 
applied herself to solicit and interest him on behalf of her children 
who yet remained in captivity; he readily pron~ised her to use his 
endeavours to procure their liberty. A short time befare they soiled 
for Montreal, they received accounts of Abner and Elizabeth Gilbert, 
the younger, but it was also understood that their possessors were 
not disposed to give them up. 

Here they became acquainted with one Jossc Pawling, from 
Pennsylvania, who was an ollicer among the British, and behaved 
with lti~dnesa and respect to t he  prisoners, which induced them to 
request his attention also to that pnrt of the family remuitling in cap- 
tivity ; it appeared to them of some consequence to gain an additional 
friend. The  colonel also gave his promise to exert 11in:self on their 
behalf. 

After continuing ten days at Coloizel JoAmon's, they took boat in 
the fotenoot~ of the 2 4  being the sixth day of the week, nnd crossed 
the river Nii~gnn, in order to go on board the vessel (which lay in 
Lake Onmrio) for Montreal. 

[In order to condense the narrative, which contains ninety-six 
pnGes, tltul it may not render the perusal of it tiresome, we give the 
rnnm facts, after the thirtieth page, in the follming compendium.j 

After procbeding as far ns Chnrlton island, seeing a number of 
smnll boats, for descending the S t  Lawrence, .hey solicited to go in 
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one of them. They  got exposed to much rain, allereby Beujamin 
Gilbert took sick on the p-e, md for want of necessary comforts, 
he died of a fever, on the fourth day of their departure, and they 
interred him under an oalc by the river side, in a cofiu procured from 
the fort of Cmur de Lac. Finally, the widow and lier two children 
arrived at Nontreal, where they were received by Gcncral MClean, 
and placed in the house of Daniel WUlpllin, for a time. Here they 
went severally into hired si~untions to procure their livelihood, and in 
the mean time were often farounbly noticed by the BriWt ogicers. 
One day, while Elizabeth GiIbert \vas at her ironin:, she was most 
agreeably surprised by the unexpected entnnce of her sis children, 
just then arrived there!;to wit: Joseph Gilbert, Benjanlin Peart, 
Elizabeth Itis wife, and young child, Abner and Elizabelh Gilbert. 
What a happy meeting after a captivity of upwards of fourteen 
montl~s! l'l~ese informed, that Thomns Peart, who had obtained 
his liberty, had voluntarily remained at Niagnn, in hopes of being 
useful in procuring the release of the two yet detained in captivi~y- 
say Benjamin Gilbert, Jr., and Rebecca Gilbert. 

We  pass over considerable of incidents and facts, which attended 
that bnnch of the captives, to wit: Joseph Gilbert, Thomns Peart 
and two others, who were conducted by the western path, and how 
they finally succeeded to join the widow Gilbert, as above related. 
They mere generally libemted tlirougli the influence and money of 
the British officers, and by these eventually sent to Montreal. Eliza- 
beth Peart, the wife of Benjamin, who had the young child, being 
parted from her husband by those who had ndoptod her, wns also 
~epanted from her child by those who had chosen it. T h e  Indians 
intended no cruelty by those measures, but to reinstate their family 
losses by their adoption. Finally, she and her cllild mere procured, 
and brought again togctlier, through the intercession and purchcse 
of Captain Pocvell, at the Ningn~a fort. Rebcccil Gilbert in her cap- 
tivity was well treated, niucl~ vlilued, and made herself extremely 
useful to her Indian i~ntl legal owners, by teaching them the use of '  
many useful branches of do~nestic econolny. 

While there events mere transpiring, Benjamin Gilbert, one of the 
family, coming from Pennsylmnia, had arrived nt Castleton, near 
the B~itish lines, to endeavonr to procure the return of the whole 
f l y .  T h e  Society of F~iends  also had interested themselves in 
their behalf. Finally, he mt-t them all at nIontrea1,nfter nn absence 
of nearly three years. On the 22d of 8 mo.,1762, they all set out 
on their retorn home, and on the 28th of 9111 mo. following, arrived 
all safely at Byberry, the place of their nativity ; producrng much 
interest and gmtification to their former friends, and aflbrding them 
n lively colicern in the incidents of the narmtive now brought to 
n close. 

T h e  kindness emended b this family, by the British and tory 
officers at  Ningara, proved that l~umane feelings posse~sed their 
hren~ts, notwithstanding some of them were conspicuous in their 
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severity *inst oul people as warriors Colonels Butler and Bnnt  
had been conspicuous in the mawcre at Wyoming, and Colonel 
Guy Johnson had invaded Herkemer with Indians and committed 
n v q e s  there and at his former home of Jofi~&own. 

The  foregoing article concerning the Gilberts wns sent by me to 
the printer a t  Mauch Chunk, and by him reprinted, with a promise 
to hunt up the old localities and families, and to d e  report. 

A son of Jesse Gilbert told me that the little girl, Abigail I)odso~~, 
was detained a captive longer than tlle Gilberts, ttnd is now a good 
liver, settled on the Susquehanna. 

I t  would really be an interesting tour to make one's pthway 
dong the Indian path from Mahoning to the Susquehanna, yet kff. 

One of   he daugl~ters in the foregoing narntive is now alive in 
Byberry, Philadelphia county, and h a  feelingly confinned the fore- 
going recitals to the present writer. 

What a chnnze of countrv in so short a oeriod! Now Mauch 
Chunk is all lifg and prospehy ! 

A 

T h e  Rev. Henw Smith. a Methodist minister, told in 1841, that 
when be was a y b g  mihister in 1793, at or near Clarkshurg, on 
the Nonongahela, the Indians assaulted the house of brother Smith, 
where he sometimes stopped. The  preachers then worc moccmons; 
in their then little congregation, the two best-dressed females were 
clothed in short gowns and petticoats,  he rest had neither ehort nor 
long gowns, and every man and woman mas bnrefooted! 

Indian relics, New Jersey, 1839. T h e  skeletons of three Indians 
were dug out, on Benjamin Colson's farm near Rnckoon creek, in 
Gloucester county, New Jersey, in December, 1839, by some men 
digging for marl. They were found two and a half feet below 
ground, and some of the bones still good. With them were found 
two pieces of gold coin of 1666, s i r  rings, and three strinp of beads. 

My friend, the Rev. Doctor William Neil, (late president of Dicken- 
son college,) agentlemon of about fifty-sir years of age in 1835, when 
achild of two years of age, had his father and uncle killed by Indiana 
in the same field, in day time, on a farm only nine miles from Pitrs- 
burg, on the Yougheogheney. On the snme day, they also killed 
three sons of one ~ ~ a r s h a l l ,  their neighbour. T h e  Indians were a 
small predatory band, Such an act, sorecent as nbout the year 1780 
near to so settled a place ns that country is now, must seem stnnge 
to those who may now contemplate the great change in population 
and security ! 

In  the year 1766, in the time of Cov. Morris, Ben amin Fmnklin i was made an agent, or commissioner, for seeing to t le execution of 
meusures for the war winst the Indians. At same time some regu- 
lars arrived at Philadelphia; from New York, and were ordered to 
be posted at Reading und Enston. Three hundred men were or- 
dered to be posted on the west of the Susquehanna, and three forts 
to be built there. T h e  governor went out to Harris' ferry, and after. 
W& 10 Carlisle, then to Easton. At anme time Benjamin Fmnk 
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lin goes up the Leh ih ,  in company with a n1ilitm-y force, to Gna- 
denhutten, (Tents of Jlercy,) near where he had a fort erected, d l e d  
firt dUen, situated opposite to the mouth of Mahoning creek. A 
line of communication wns also opened by the same agent through 
the wilderness, out to the Susquehanna nt Wyoming, and having a 
fon at  mid distance, called the Illidde fort. T h e  old ~rnm'ors of 
that day are foqotten, but they consisted of 660 men. When 
marching from Bethlehem and Nazareth, they went by the way of 
the gap and Uplinger's. Those named as " without the forks," were 
Trump's company, of 50;  Aston7s, 50 ; Wayne's, 66;  Foulke's, 
46; Treder7s, 45, and Wetterhold's, 44. Orndt, Cnig  and Martin 
had each a company at  the Irish settlements. Secretary Peters, iu 
his report to Lord Loudon, states, that the whole number of men 
raised for garrisons and patrols on the frontiers mos 1400-at a cost 
of 270,000 currency, annually. These men were enlisted for one 
year, at Is. 6d. a day. Fort Allen was surprised and taken by In- 
dians, while part of the prrison was skating on the Lehigh. They 
then took and burned Gnadenhutten, and bore offprisonen, Norem- 
ber, 1786. 

There mas, in the times of which we are speaking, a univeml and 
deep excitement among the people-such as disturbed and alarmed 
every body. I t  occupied and engrossed the continued attention of 
the governors and legislatures in the several provinces. Governors 
from several of the states assembled at Philndelphia, to counsel and 
to concert measures with the Earl of Loudon, the commander-in- 
chief; and messages were continually passing to and fro, and espe- 
cially to and from Sir Wm. Johnson, the chief agent for Iudian af- 
fairs; Indian friends and d i e s  were earnestly sought, and the In- 
dian traders and interpreters werk busily occupied in travelling with 
embassies to the frontiers, to create filvourablz impressions and to 
strengthen the frontier people. Men, women and children were 
every where upon the pi vive. They were indeed days of evil 
omen-every thing wns sad and terrified. Long were they remem- , 

bered and spoken of in later years by our foref;~thers. Rut since, 
their tales of woe and terror are forgotten ! Ihr ing  all this excite- 
ment the governors and .assemblies were in high disagreement about 
supplies, a i d  rofro skioukdpay for t f m .  T h e  Friends in the house, 
averse to war, would not vote for its progress; and those not in 
office, who ruled the meetings? believed that tirq could do better by 
peaceful measures. Hence the origin of " the Friendly Association 
for preserving peace." They  exerted themselves greatly to effect 
their object, and contributed Inrge sums of money. T h e  Earl of 
Halifnx, in England, sent out his reprimand, and censured them for 
interfering in Indian matten, about trenties I' with sovereign princes." 
T o  this the friends made a strong case in vindication, but withdraw- 
ing, however, from any further interposition. 

When the rpvages of Zndians were made at Tulpehocken, the panic 
flew to Reading, and the people there were dispsed to pull down 



tne houses of the Friends. A letter from Judge Moore, in Chester - 
county, stated that 2000 of the inhabitants mere preparing to march 
to Philadelphia, to compel the assembly to defensive laws. A letter 
from C. Weiser, then made a colonel, stated that many in Berke 
county were intending the same thing. Kirkbride, Hoge, Dicks 
mid Pennock, in the aembly,  resigned their seats, as Friends, at 
the instance of the ministry at home. It was a time of deep excite- 
ment indeed! 

It will probably be interesting to many to have a right conception 
of the localities of fronfier forts, Indiun tuwns, nnd fiufinnpatlw, 
as they formerly existed in Pennsylvania, when the Indians were 
still among us. 

A line of wets be,% above Easton, on the Delaware, and formed 
a semi-circuinr cord& of defence frdm thence across the Susque- 
hanna at Wilkesbarre and thence by Northumberland, acros the 
Jnniata, near Huntingdon, down to Fort Litleton, new Bedford, 
and thence down to the Potomac. 

Beginning with the semi-circle, they stooa thus, viz.: 
Fort Penn, on Broadhead's creek, falling into the Delaware above 

Easton. 
Fort Augusta, at the forks of the Susquehanna, at the presenl 

Northumberland and Sunbury. 
There nns also another fort, once used, above it, a short distance 

westward of the present Wilkesbarre. 
There was also a second and interior line of forts to the preceding, 

situate severnlly, to wit: 
Fort Allen, on the Lehigh, opposite to Mnhoning creek; next, 
Fort Henry, at the head of the main Stvatom creek, at the foot of 

the Blue mountains ; next, 
At Fort Hidifax, on the Susquehnnna, a little above Duncan's 

island ; and Fort Hunter, a Iitde below that island. 
In returning now to the first above named exterior circle, we find 

next after Fort Augusta, 
Fort Shirley, on Aughrvick bmnch-a creek which empties into 

the Juniatn, a little below Huntingdon ; then comes 
Fort Littleton and Fort Loudon-the former being a few mil- 

eastward from Bedford, and the latter being a few m h s  south of 
Fort Littleton, on the Conocochegue creek, in Fmnklin county. 

The three lnst named forts mnged in a north nnd south line, up 
15 Fort Shirley, and from thence there went an Indian path to Fort 
Auqusta, on the Susquehanna 

We now come to show another mnge of forts, going westward 
from Bedford, my- 

Fort Ligonier; then to Hannah town, and then to Fort Pitt. 
Southwa~d from Pittsburg, on the Nonongohela, at Redstone 

creek, stood Fort Bud,  near to which there had been two Indian 
forts. Proceeding due north from Fort Pitt, (Pitbburg,) we find on 
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the AIIe;;heny, at the mouth of French creek, Fmt 7e'ennngo ; m d  
north-east from thence stood Fort L e  Beuf ,  at the rnouth of L e  
B e u f  creek ; and onward, a little further north, stood Fort Presque- 
isle, upon the margin of Lake Erie. 

The btdian lotcns were these, viz. : 
T h e  Shawnese town, at the mouth of Fishing creek, on the north 

branch of the Susquehanna; next, the Wyoming tomn, near present 
Wilkesbarre; and still higher up that river, the Wynlusing tomn, at 
the mouth of the Wyalusing creek. 

From these we turn to towns westn-ord, viz. : 
Bald-eagles' nest, (at the present Bellefonte,) at the entrance of 

Spring Creek into Bald Eagle creek, which empties into the west 
I)ranch of the Susrluehanna; thence westward a few miles, wns 
Chingliomalouk, at the mouth of that creek. 

Westward of the mnge of the Allegheny mountains, there were 
h e  following, lo wit : 

Shawnese cabins, a little beyond Bedford. 
Conemaclc old tomn, at the head of the Kishkemanates river; on 

the mme river, lower down, stood the town of 
Blacklegs; and still fttrtl~er down the same, stood the 
Kishkemanates town, near to its outlet into the Allegheny river. 
On the Allegheny, a little below Kishkemanates river, stood 
Chartiers old town ; a few miles below it stood 
Sewickly's t o m ,  a little above Pittsbug. 
On tlte Allegheny, a few miles above Klshkernanates river, stood 
Kittaning town, celebrated for its destruction by Col. Armstrong'a 

expedition. 
Further up the Allegheny, a few miles above Fort Venango, stood 
Kushusduling and Bt~ccalodns towns ; and further up the =me 

river, at Bigrock bmnch, stood Bighole town. 
Thc Bzdianpaths were these, viz. : 
Beginning at the norlh boundary of [he state, and with the hend 

waters of the north branch of the Susquehanna, at a few miles west-. 
ward of Wynlusing; thence southwnrd along the range of mountntns 
westward of Wilkesbarre, down to present Northumberland ; thence 
to the Juninta, south-westwardly, to near the mouth of Tuscarora 
blanch ; thence up the Juniatlr to the present Huntingdon ; thence 
south-~vest\t,ardly, along Woodcock valley, and keeping between the 
tnountnin mnges of the Alleghenies, cnlled L ' t l~e  Great Warrior's 
mountains," down to the south line of the state, and thence to the 
I'otomac. 

There waa another Indian path, ranging parallel with the precctl- 
ing, some twelve or fifteen miles more westward, beginning frotn the 
Bnld Epgle and Mushanen creeks, on the west branch of Susque- 
hanna, and proceeding southwardly along the Allegheny ranges to 
the present Frankstown, down to Bedford; where it W ~ L E  joined 
unto the former line of Indian pntlrs,and guiding the traveller down 
to Potomac, RS in the former pathway. 



rhere  was still another great luditm pathway, laying north-west- 
ward and south-eastward, beginning at  Bedford, and Fort Littleton 
nigh by it, and going thence north-westwilrdly to Kittaning,. on the 
Allegheny ; aud another pnth, still more northern in i u  direction, 
proceeded through Fnnkston, and from thence due north-west to 
Venango, still higher up the Allegheny than.the former. 

These several descriptions, me are aware, will be somewhat diffi- 
cult of apprehension ; but if those who are curious in these matters, 
will be at the pains to pencilmark their maps from post to post, as 
herein set down and directed, they will find themselves sufficiently 
insuucted herein. 

It may serve to illustnte the chamcter of some of our American 
Indians, to say, that Anthony Benezet became acquainted with a 
portion of them, in the back part of Pennsylvania, who, from their 
self-conviction of the injustice and irreligion of war, united them- 
selves into a cornmunity, wit11 a resolution to war no more, and 
asserting as their renson, LC that when God mude men, he  did not 
intend they should hurt or kill one another." 

Such views, entermined by them, were of course very grdf'yiug to 
Anthony Benezet, and he was therefore a t  special pains to find out 
the originating muse of views so accordant with his own principles; 
and the fac~s in t l ~ e  case, preserved in his preface to his " Plain Pah 
to Christian Perfection," Itnving been kindly given to me by Mrs. 
Benjamin Chew, I here insert them, viz. : One of the tribe, being 
by a particular providence brought under difficulty and sorrow, wns 
led, from the contemplation of the surerings and sins around him, to 
think of a Creator, and to desire a knowledge of him in who~n he 
had his being. This exercise begat in his mind a spirit of pnyer. 
ils this opention proceeded he became conscious of a good and evil 
principle working within him ; he wns at Inst delivered from one, and 
attained to the other. This tnnn came in time to proselyte others 
to his own convictions, and to form his own little comrn~tnity averse 
to the principles of war. T h u s  this Indian, (as saya A. B.,) un- 
taught by books and unlearned in what is called divinity, through the 
tnsl~ining of the light of Christ on his understonding, could explain 
the opemtion of true religion on the heart." H e  is supposed 10 have 
been the chief of the Delawares, named Nedowaway, who finally 
settled in Ohio, and who with his people united with the Moravian 
missionaries. See his picture in this work. 

Ncdowaway wns an Indian chief of the Delawares, of more than 
common character, who had become a Christian, and died in Ohio 
in 1776, at ninety years of age. His nnlne appeara nmong the 
signera of the treaty at Conestoga in 1718; and in his childhood he 
is said to lmve seen William Penn on his second visit in 1701-2 
Aa a trusty and discreet chief, he had been entrusted with the pre 
eervation of all the verbal speeches, bead vouchers, and wampum, 
and with such'writings and instruments as had come from Willinm 
Penn and his early governors, k c .  
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H e  11~os grieved the constant encroachments of the ahite men, 
westward, on the Indian lands; nnd early foreseeing that mars must 
ensue, and that his people must be sufferers, he resoired with hie 
people to get fnr off in the \rest. By the advice of the Wynndot 
chief, he settled on the Caynbnge river, where he was visited and 
seen by Heckewelder in 1752. 

See in his picture in this work, how pensive he sits done, and 
ponders in the mute eloquence of g-ef, upon his former well known 
scenes, dong the  nount to in mnge traversing the Susquehnnna, nenr 
Hnrrisburg. The picture seems to ~penk his inward emotions nnd 
distress at being obliged to leave the regions of his former home. 

And he felt the soul sigh, as he look'd o'er the scene, 
And remembered how once they were lords of that stream. 

As a proper cottdusfon to our lndian notices, it may be well to 
give n little account of the present disposnl of the Indim tribes, ns 
now placed in the far west They will make n fearful account in 
numerical force, if made our enemies there, and much it behoves us 
even now to concilinte and preserve their good will, by acts of sin- 
cere and generous friendship and support. We hove selfishly placed 
them-many of them against their wills, where they may yet find 
means to consolidate and combine their strength ngninst us1 We 
must now look to it in time! Their localities and numbew stood 
thus in 1635, viz. : 

The Indians now east of the BIisissippi number 49,365,of which 
the foIlo\ving are under engagements to remove west of the snme 
river, to wit : 

The Winnebiyoes, . 4,500 Ottnwns of Ohio, 100 
Pottnwntnmiea of Indiana, 2,950 Cherokees, 14,000 
Chippewm, Otco\vne and Creeks, 1,000 

Pouawatamies, 1,600 Seminoles, 6,000 
Chickesnns, 1,000 Ottawas and Chip- 
Apaluclticolas, 400 pewas in Michigan, 6,600 
Making in dl 36,950 

And those not under treaty stipulations to remove nmount ta 
12,415, to wit: 

New York Indians, 4,176 Wyandots, 675 
Miamis, 1,100 lklenomonies, 4,000 
Ottnwns and Chippewns of the inkes, 2,664 
The Indians whohnve emigrnted from the east to the west of thr 

Mississippi (in 1838) stood thus, viz.: - 
Chickesawe, 549 Senecas Qunpaws, 476 
Chi pewas, nnd Shnw- Ottnwoa, 374 

d t a v n s  nnd nese, 21 1 Pottawatnmiee 
Pottnwntamies, 2,191 Choctaws, 16,000 of Indinnn, 21 1 
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Creeks, 476 Seminoles, 407 Apnlnchiw 
Cherokees, 7,911 Kickapoos, 655 las, 265 
Shwnese, 1 7  Peorins and Delawares, 826 
Pinnkeshaws, I62 Knskns, 132 Weas, 222 
Senecas, 251 

Besides the foregoing, we are to consider die force of the I n d i a  
uibes, whose former home wns in the far wet ,  which comprise an 
aggregnte of 231,606, to wit: 

Sioux, 21,600 Iowns, 1,500 Sacs of 
Foxes, 1,600 Oscges, 6,120 &Iissouri, 600 
Knnzns, 1,606 Omellas, 1,600 Ottoes and 
Pawnees, 12,500 Canlanches, 29,200 Missourins, 1,000 
l\.Zandms, 3,200 Quapaws, 450 Kioways, 1,600 
Pngw,  80,000 Assinnnboins, 15,000 Ninaterees, 2,000 
Crees, 3,000 Arrepahos, 3,000 Appaches, 20;2S0 
Eut?ws, 19,200 Crows, 7,200 Gros Ventres,16,600 
Ponw,  900 A r i c h e q  2,750 Caddoes, 2,000 
Blackfeet 30,000 Saca, 4,800 Cheyennes, 3,200 

Thus making a sum total of 33'2,498, as derived from officiul ra- 
ports, mnde up in the year 1838. If such a mnss should he set 
upon us M the instruments of retributive justice, what might not be 
our penalties ! 

THE PIRATES. 

"A bucanrerin r a c p  
The dregs and feculence o f every land." 

TEE story of the pirntes had been, in early times, one of deep in- 
terest and stirring wonder to opr forefathers; so much so, tint the 
echo of their rec~tnls, far os we have been long since removed from 
their fears, have not yet ceased to vibrate upon our ears. Who 
among us of goodly yews but has heard something of the names 
and pirncies of Kid and Blackbeard! They have indeed much of 
the mist of antiquity about them ; for none remember the original 
tales truly, and d l  have censed to rend, for none know where to find 
the book of the History of the Pirntes," ns published by William 
Bndford, in New York, in 1724. That book I have never been 
able to procure, although I have some conception of it and its teni- 
fying pictures, ns once seen and read by my molher when o child. 
It had every chamcter of the marvellous surely, when it contained 
notices of the lives of two femnle piratea-even of M a y  Reed and 
Anne Bonny! Dr. Fmnklin tells us that he made nnd published n 
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agnin attempted to befriend him after his arrest at  Boston, by offering 
some suggestions for l ~ i s  relief. H e  wus one-fift11 owner of his ori- 
gind enterprise, in concert with sotne noblemen in England. T h e  
whole was an unofficial adventure of crown officers, y e s s i n g ,  how- 
ever, the sanction, though not the commission of the king. T h e  es- 
pedition iiself being thus of an anomalous chancter, excited con- 
sidenble political inquiry in England, and Gnally became, after Kid's 
death, the subject of parliainentary investigation. T h e  particulars 
more at large have been preserved by tne in my MS. book of His- 
torical Collections, given to the Historical Society of Pent~sylmnia. 
Smith's History of New York has some few facts concerning him- 
see 410. edition, p 91. A writer at Albmy, in modern times, says 
they had the tndttion that Kid once visited Coeyrnans und Albuny ; 
and at a place t\vo miles from the latter, it w;~s said he deposited 
money and trensure in the earth. T w o  families, now of wealth and 
respectability, of New York, have been named to me us original 
settlers at Oyster Bay on Long Island, who becan~e suddenly rich 
by their connesion with Kid's piracies. T h e  story mas, that they 
deserted from his sloop above mentioned, in the sound, after seeing 
the trensure deposited, and when the chief was arrested, and d i ~  ex- 
pedition destroyed, they profited by the exclusive gain. 

Xany incidentnl fach of that day &ow that thr pintes often had 
their friends and accomplices on shore, acting not rlnlike the armed 
vessels olT our coasts in the time of the French revolution, all of 
whom seemed to have accunte knowledge of fit prizes to sail, or es- 
pected to arrive. T h e  very circun~stance of Kid's having n family 
In New York inferred his family alliances, and perhaps, if we now 
knew all things, me might see, even now, some of his wealthy de- 
scendants. 

Tridition, about and along Long Islmd sound, says, that the 
Sachem's head, and the Thimble islands, were thc rendezvous of 
Cnpt. Kid--one of these rocky islands in the sound is called "Kid's 
island." H e  deposited on Gardiner's island the same trewure which 
was given up to Gov. Bellermont, and of which there is a schedde 
in the hands of the Gnrdiner family at  this day. I t  is said that a pot 
of $1800 wns plo~tghed up iwo or three years q o  in a corn field, at 
Martha's Vinryud, wl~ich is supposed to have been Kid's money. 
Kid hns been sometitnes called WIIinm Kid, and has been so 
nntned in thut schedule. At Kid's island is a cave, where it is mid 
the pirntes used to hide and sleep-inside of it is cut the letters R,. 
It., supposed to stand for Robert Kid--o hole in the rocky floor, 
chiselled out, is called their punch bowl for carousal. Another little 
island is called "Money island," and hns been much dug for its 
treasure. 

Gov. Fletcher hns had the reputation of countenancing the pirntes, 
and Nicholls,one of his council, hos been handed down by tradition, 
as their ogent. 

An old account, London edition, of the Sen Rovers, from which 1 
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have seen some reprint, says of New York, about the year 1695, tha' 
the easy access to the harbour, and the number of hiding places . about its waters, together with the Inxity of the newly o p n i z e d  go- 

vernment, made it a great rcndcmous forpirates, where h e y  might 
dispose of their booty and concert new schemes of depredations 
There they sold at small prices their rich lunr ies  and spoils of the 
Ffomkh provinces. T o  some at least they were welcome visiters, 
twd for that reason, crctvs of these freebooters  night be seen swag- 
gering about town in open day. I n  time i c  became niatter of scan- 
dnl, and a public pest, and the government at  home was urgently 
applied to [of course by the best part of the community] to suppress 
this evil." 

I t  was of course a matter understood, that to make spoliations on 
Spanish provinces was so much reprisnl for wrongs which Holland- 
ers had suffered, under the cruel Duke of Aha ,  in their fatheriand. 

I n  1699, Isanc Korris, Sen., writes, saying, " W e  have four men 
in prison, tnken up CIS pirntes, supposed tc LL. Kid's men. Shelly, 
of New York, has brought to these pam some scores of them, and 
there is a sharp look out to take them. W e  hnve various reports of 
their riches,and money hid between this and the capes. There were 
landed about twenty men, as we understand, at each cape, and seve- 
ral are gone to York. A sloop hns been seen cruising o f  the capes 
for a considerable time, but has not meddled with any vessel as yet, 
though she has spoken with several." 

T h e  above quoted letter, in the Logan MS. collection, goes to 
countenance the prevalent iden of hidden money. T h e  time concum 
with the period Captain Kid WCIS known to have returned to the 
West Indies. It may hnve been the very sloop in which Kid him- 
self wns seeking means of conveying home his treasure, and with 
which he finnlly went into Long Island sound to endearonrto make 
his peace. Four of the men, landed or Lewistown, were apprehended 
and taken to Philadelphia; I saw the bill of their expense,. but, 
heard no more of them,save that I saw that Colonel Quarry,nt Phi- 
ladelphia, was reproached by William Penn for permitting the bail- 
ing of the pirntes; some were also bailed at Burlington.-Vide Penn's 
letter of 1701. One man of Jersey ~ v n s  arrested by James Logon, 
on his own declaration that he had so hid money on Cape May, but 
the case was discharged by Logan himself, us something like a hoax. 
William Clark, the collector of customs "down the Delaware," at 
Lewistown I piesume, had his house robbed by pirntes, ns he 
alleged. 

A letter from Jonathan D i c l h o n ,  then at  Port Royal, dated the 
6th of 4 mo. 1699, to his wife, then in Philadelphia, says, <'Mcny 
pintes are and have been upon the coast. About two days since 
came news of Captain Kid's being upon our coast, being come from 

Weasell ~ h c k e ,  of Xewr county, (New Cnstle.) was paid £9, fir bringing p i n k s  
m.1100, to Phildelphin, from the WhorekiUa-Logan MYS. 



&lie Enst Iudies with n gen t  booty, bur wants provisions. H e  is in 
a ship which he  took from the nntires of those parts, having thirty 
odd guns, with twenty-five white men nnd t l~iny negroes. There 
is gone hence, two dnys since, Epllninl Pilkerton, in a sloop well 
mnnned, to go and tnke him." Probably the reason of so few men 
on board the "Quedah" wvs, that Kid himself \VIM absent in the 
sloop before mentioned. 

An original letter, which I have seen, from John Askew in Lon 
don, dated 22d of 3 no.  1'701, to Jonathan Dickinson, contains n 
postscripturn intknnting the finale of this bold sea rover-saying, 
IL C a p i n  Kid e-rd some other pirates ace to execute to-morroi nt 
Execution Dock, in  Wnpping; Kid, to be gibbetted nt Tillbeny 
Fort, Gnvesend." 

As  n seouel to the whole, came out the ballad sollg of Caphiu 
Kid- nrity in the present day, although the pensive tones 
nre still known to some, and have been latterly revived in much bad 
taste nmong the eccentric camp-meeting Ilyntns--singing," Farewell, 
ye blooming yorlh," k c .  For the use of the curious, both the fncb 
and the style of this pirate song.are here preserved, from the recollec 
tiow of nn ancient person, to wll: - 

1. M name was Captain Kid, 
d e n  I sni17d, when I sail'd, 
My name wns Cap*n Kid, 
And so wickedlv I did. 
God's laws I di$ forbid 
When I sail'd, when I sail'd. [bis 
2 My name, &c. 

I roam'd from sound to sound. 
And many a ship I found. 
And them I sunk or burn'd 
When I sail'd, when I sail'd. 

3. My name, k c .  
I murder'd Willinm Moore, 
And hid him in his gore, 
Not many leagues from shore, 
When I sail'd, when I sd'd 

4. My nami &c. 
Farewell to young nnd old, 
All jolly seamen bold ; 
You're welcome to my old, 
For I must die, I must tie. 

5. My name, &c. 
Farewell to Lunnon town, 
The pretty girls all round ; 
No pardon can be found, 
And 1 must d.h, i must d i s  

B.?Zy name, &c. 
Farewell. for I must die 
Then to &emity, 
In hideous misery, 
I muet lie, I must lie. 



I t  \vould appear as if none of the pint- so much agitnted the 
~ninds of our proper ancestors as Bl;~cl<bt=urd-Itis very name raising 
idens of sonletlting territic ilnd crnel His proper name \vm Teach, 
~vlto acquired the c o g i o ~ n e ~ ~  os posesirtg in l ~ i s  pemn an alartning 
black L e d ,  probably clterislted for purposes of erect, to terrify his 
enemy, and as in full keeping w i h  his black or 11loody flag. His 
depredations in our proper sens were cortsidernbly more   nod em than 
tlte pitacies of Kid; wid after Blackbeard's cnreer \'us ended in 
1716, t h e  were many, ns we s11;dl presently s l t o ~ ,  to succeed him. 
But we Itare, I~owever, tnention of n pirate, even earlier than Kid's 
know1 piracies, even us early as his privateering; for very early in 
the rise of our infant city, one Brown, of tlte assembly, a son-in-law 
too of the deputy governor, Colonel illarkhorn, \vas refused his seat 
in  the Itouse on ltis alleged connexion with the pitates.' They 
doubtless found such a defenceless place n ready market to vend 
some of tlteir spoil, and tlte n a r d  regulations could have had little 
or no means to prevent clandestine conlnterce. T h e  bay and river 
doubtless furnished hen1 many a secure place in which they could 
refit or provide their necessnty supplies. Perhaps as jolly sailors, full 
of money a i d  revelry, they sornetinlcs found places even of welcome, 
from those nho  n~igltl cltoose to connive at tltei~ real charncter. 
W e  find, as ei~rly as 1692, tltat one Babit and others stole a sloop 
from Plli1;idelpltia for purposes of piracy, and also conimitted Eome 
thefts in the river. I t  wm, however, but n stnnll &air, and yet, 
small as 11 wns, it much excited the town. 

In  the year 1701, such were the apprehensions from pimtes, from 
their depred;tlions on the seacoast: that watches were appointed to 
give alarrtl ill Suesex. 

Mrs. I3ul;h Coates, (once Jacqt~et-this am the name of the 
Dutch governor in Delaware, in 1633,) the grandmother of Samuel 
Coates, Eeq., late an aged citizen, told hit11 that she had seen and 
sold goods to the celebrated Bli~ckbe;ird, she then lteeping n store in 
High street, KO. 77, \vltere Beninghove owned and dwelt-n 
little west of Second street. H e  bougltt freely and paid well. She 
then knew it was he, and so did some others. But they were nfraid 
to arrest him, lest Iris crew, wl~en they should hear of ir,shoold avenge 
hi cause by sonic midnight assault. H e  was too politic to bring his 
vessel or cnm within imntedii~te reach; and at the same- time wna 
careful to give no d i : ~  ofrence to any of the settletnent~ where they 
wished to be regartled as visitez nnd purcltasew, k c .  

Wilcox Phillivs. who kent the inn for mnnv vcars ut the end eiii! of the Ionu done 
bridge lending to tlk'~cnsin$on mnrkct plsre; (who would now hn nlou t  o h h m l  
,cam of arc.)(old an o d  ( r i d  of mine that his mndfather. who livedon or about that 
'pt, used"t~tell him &at n pirnle hnd nctunllg h e r e d  h& reasel in tire ~ohocksin: 
m k .  a litde above that bridge. 



Blackbeard wns also seen at sea by the mother of the late Dr. 
l iugh \Villirtmson, of New York; she was then,in iieryouth, coming 
to this country, and their vessel was captured by him. T h e  very aged 
John Hutton, who died in Philadelphia in 1792, well re~neu~bered 
to have seen Blackbeard, at Barbadoes, after he had conle in under 
the Act of 0l)livion. This  was but shortly before he tmde his last 
cruise, and was Idled, in 1718. T h e  late aged Benjitmin Kite 
has told me, that lie had seen in 11is youlh an old black man, nearly 
n hundred yean of rge, who had been one of Ulackbenrd's pirates, 
by iinpressment. H e  lived many years wid1 George Grey's fiunily, 
the brewer in Cl~estnut street, near to Third street. T h e  snnte Mr. 
Kite's grandfather told him he well knew one Cnne,  a Swede, a t  
the Upper ferry, on Schuylkill, who used to go regularly in his boat 
to supply l3lnckbeard's vessel a t  State island. H e  also it was 
known that that freebooter used to visit an inn in High street, near 
to Second street, with his sword by his side. There is n tndi~ionary 
story, hat Blnclibeard and his crew used to visit and revel at AInrcus 
Hook, at the house of a Swedish woman, whom he ~vas  accusto~i~ed 
to call Marcus, as an abbreviation of Nargiret. 

How Ions Blackbeard exercised his piracies before the years 1717 
and '18, wl11c11 terminated his profligate ciireer, I am not enabled to 
Sly, but in this time the &IS. papers in the L o p 1  collection n ~ a k e  
frequent mention of him and otl~ers, as in that hateful pursuit, to 
wit: 

I n  1717, Jonathan Dickinson, at Philadelphia, writes, scying, 
'' T h e  pirates hnve not yet quitted our coast, and have taken one of 
our vessels at the cape, in which you happily did not ship my wine." 

I n  August, 1718, he says, " W e  have been perplexed by pirates 
on our coast and nt our capes, who plundered inany of our vessels, 
also severnl from Virginia, Maryland, and New York, and some of 
tlie piraticnl crews are come into our province to lurk and cover 
tltemselves." 

I n  M~rch ,  1718, he  writes-" W e  have account from Virginia, 
that two small sloops fitted out there, and manned by the men-of- 
war's men ngainst Captain Teach, alias Blackbeard, conquered his 
vessel alter n bloody battle, and carried Teach's head into Virginia. 
We have heard too that Major Bonet and his crew, with another crew, 
were hanged in South Carolina; and one Taylor and his crew a t  
Providence. But this latter wants confirmation. HOW lhese sort of 
men have fitred in other pnrts we wait to hear. For these two sum- 
mers they hnve greatly nnnoyed our tnde, They  pillaged one of 
my vessels, and destroyed the letters." 

In mother letter he writes and says, " Colonel Spotswood, go- 
vernor of Virginin, formed a design with the captain of a smiill inan- 
of-war to sent1 out two of their country sloops, with about fifty men, 
lo attack Captain 'reach, d i n s  Blackbenrtl, a pimte then at North 
Cnwlina, whom they took, and brought his head into Virginin, after 
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a bloody battle, and most of them killed and wounded,"*-he dso 
adds a sentence of peculiar chnncter, saying, "I have to remark 
that papels and letters taken in Blackbeard's posesion will strongly 
affect some persons in the governlnent of North Carolina!" 

In  1717, Jarnes Lo,- writes, saying, LC W e  have been extremelj 
pestered with pintes, who notvswann in America, nnd increase tliei~ 
numbers by almost every vessel they take-[compelling [Item to en- 
ter by coercion or othenvise.] If speedy care be not taken they will 
become formidable, being now at least fifteen hundred strong. They 
have very particularly talked of visiting this place; many of them 
being well acquainted with it, and some born in it, for they are gene- 
nl ly  all English, and therefore know our government rn ruake no 
defence." 

111 the same year he writes to the governor of New York, aying, 
'We have been very much disturbed the last week [in October,] by 

the pimtes. Tlley have taken and plundered m is or seven vessels to 
or from this place ; some they took to their own use, and some they 
dismissed after plundering them. Some of our people having been 
several days on board of them, had much free discourse with them. 
They say they are about eight hundred strong at  Providence, and I 
know not how mnny at  Cape Fear, where they are making a settle- 
ment  Cnptnin Jennings, they say, is their governor in chief, and 
heads them in their settlement. T h e  sloop that came on our const 
bad about one l~unrlred and thirty men, nll stout fellows, nll Eng- 
lish, and doubly armed. They  said they waited for their consort, of 
twenty-sis guns, when they designed to visit Philadelphia! Some 
of our masters say they know aln~ost every man on board-most of 
them having been lately in the river ; their com~nander is Teach, 
who was here a mate from Jamaica about two years ago." I n  an- 
other letter he  says, " They are now busy about us to lay in their 
stores of provisions for the winter." 

In  October, 1715, Jnmes Logan again writes to Colonel Hunter, 
the governor of New York, by express, saying, " We are now send- 
ing clown a small vessel to seize those rogues, if not strengthened 
from sea. We are in mnnifest danger here, unless the Icing's ships 
[which seem careless of the matter] take some notice of us; they 
probably think a proprietary government no part of t1ieircharge.t I t  
is possible, indeed, that the merchants of New York, some of them I 
mean, might not be displeased to hear we are all reduced to ashpa. 
[Even so early it seems there were jealousies of trade!] U n l m  these 
pirates be deterred from coming up our rivers by the fear OF mensf- 
war o~~ts ide  to block them in, there is nothing but what we may fear 
from them ; for that unhappy pardon, [the same Teach before em- 
hnced,] Iras given them a settled correspondence every where, and 

* Jnmes L o p n  says Governor S p o t s w d  hnd before ncnt on to Philndelphi~ In gal 
proelnmntions pfinkd, olliiring n ficncmua rewnnl for piraten. 
t At lhnl time, ns J. Lognn writca to John Askew, in London, Lham WM 8 &p' 

d i p  at New Pork. 111id tlirrc or four in Virginia 
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an opportun~ty [mark this!] of lodging their frieuda wnere they 
please, to comc to their assistance; and no where in America, [mnrk 
this!] I believe, so much as in this town. Remember too;' says he, 
a that one of the capes of Delaware, and half of our bny and river, are 
under thy government" 

Such was the picture of pimcy, which once distressed and alarmed 
our forefathen, and shows in itself much of the cause of the nume- 
rous vague tale3 we still occnsionally hear of Blackbeard and the 
pintes. Here me have direct fact of his then being on the coast, 
well armed, with n crew of one hundred and thirty men, m d  waiting 
the arrival of another vessel, when he meditated a visit of npine and 
plunder on Philadelphia itself! Think too of his crew being men 
generally known to captains in Philadelphia--some of them born 
among us,-others had been lalely in the river, and the whole busily 
concerting schemes to Iay in their winter supply of provisions; nnd 
all this through the assistance otislioreof former pintesamong them, 
who had been pardoned by the Act of Oblivion, and on the whole, 
produced such favour to their object, even in Philadelphia itself,sur- 
passing any other town! Think too of the alleged force of the 
whole concentred outlaws-such ns eight hundred in Prpvidence, 
and so many at Cape Fear, in North Carolina, as to have their own 
governor ! 

As some incidentnl proof of LL the ossishnce 9n shore" from pimtes, 
holding their place among us under the former Act of Oblivion and 
Pardon, me mny add, to  it : Ismc Norris, writing to his Friend in 
October, 1713, says, " M y  son Harrison, moving from Maryland, had 
all his household goods and n value of English goods and stores, on 
board of G Gnnt's shallop, tnken between Apoquiminy and New 
Crtsde, and cnrried OR; with two valuable negro men, by eight or ten 
pintes in an onen boat-rogues that lately came in on the king's p r p  
clamation ! Gnnt  (the owner of the shnllop!) is suspected to be ~n 
the confeilency, and is in prison-having secreted goods belonging 
to R. Harrison, found with him, to the value of forty or fifty pounds.. 

The  mme year, (1715,) I found that the grand jury in Philadel- 
phia presented n case of pimcy, to wit: John Willinms, Josepb 
Cooper,+ Michael Gmce, William Ashe~on, George Garher ,  Fnncis 
Royer and Henry Burton, with force of arms, viz., with swords, guns, 
cutlnsses, kc., forcibly took the sloop Antelope of twenty-two tons,, 
riding i n  the Dela~vare, and bore her OR; kc .  I t  was, however, 
n~arlced Iiynramus, ns not found, probably from the difficulty of 

, procurir~g direct witnesses. 
When we 11111s consider a their friends," thus cL lodged among ua 

every wl~ere," it preseuts additional reasons for the ideas of buried 
treasure of the pimten, once so very prevalent among the people, of -- 

Thin in the name fnmily into which the Hon. Charles Thomson married; they mt 
Ucd at Harriton..in Meriun, where C. '1'. Rd m d  d i d  

t It may be wen in the sequel that Joe Cooper hcame commander of a piraw veslal 
ud he m d  his cmw cnme to their untimoly end in (he bay of Honduras, in 1725. 



which T have presented sevenl facts of digging for it, under the 
head of Supewtitions; they believing that Blackbeard and his 
accomplices buried money and plate in numerous obscure place 
near the risers; and sometimes, if the vnlue was great, they killed n 
prisoner near it, so that his ghost might keep his vigils there and ter- 
rify those who might approach. Those immediately connected with 
pintes might keeptheir own secrets, but asthey might have children 
and connexions about, it might be expected to become the ti~llc of 
their posterity in future years, that their fathers had certaic concealed 
means of extnvwnt living; they may have heard them talk myste- 
rioudy among their accomplices of going to retired places for con- 
ceded things, &c. I n  short, if given men had participation in the 
pimcies, it mas but n a t u d  that their proper posterity ehould get 
some hints, under reserved arid mysterious circumstnnces of hidden 
treasure, if it esisted. Certainly it wns once much the expectation 
nnd the t dk  of the times-for instance, the very old twostory house 
at the north-east corcer of Second street and Gray's alley, (i. e. Mor- 
ris' alley,) originally built for Stephen Anthony, in digging its cellal 
they found there a pot of money, supposed to have been buried by 
the pintes. This story I heard from sevenl very aged persons. I 
have stated elsewhere the fact of ending another pot of money ia  
Spruce street near Front street. 

I t  may seem strange to us that so much aggregate deprnvity among 
English fieamen could have been found, os to accumuln~e such num- 
bers of pintes as alleged at  Providence and Cape Fear, but they had 
just come out of a war in which prirateering had been much ibstered 
nnd depended upon by many. I t  presenta an awful proof of the 
corruption of monls usually. produced by the legdized robbery, 
called privnteering, so generally conducted in an irresponsible man- 
ner. lndeed the ideas of privateerstnen and pintesmere so identified 
in the minds of people genenlly, that a privateer wns often called 
the pinte. 

I happen to know tile fact that Blackbeard, whose family name 
was given ns Teach, cvns in renlity named Drutnmond, a native of 
Bristol. I hare learned this fact from one of his family and name, 
of respectable standing, in Virginia, near Hampton. Captain Drum- 
mond was a half-crnzed man, under high excitements, by his losses 
and imprisonment from the French. H e  had been a privateersman 
out of Liverpool, and had made seveml French captures, all of which 
he iost by their restoration at  the peace. H e  then went v a i n  to sea 
and took all French vessels which he could,as upirate, and eventu 
ally, being an outlaw, he captured of all kinds which he came actass. 
His surgeon, for a part of his time, was n Doctar Cabot, who became 
rhe ancestor of a h n i l y  of respectability settled in Virginia. The  
name of Teach, it may be observed, seems to be a feigned nalne 
because no uch name can be found in the Philadelphia or Neu 
York Direc d ories, just as I happen to know, that the namesof Croloell: 
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in this country, is an dered mme, in 1675, from Cromwell, the 
Protector. 

When the vessel which captured Blackbead returned to Viginia, 
the-y set up his head on a pike planted at  L L  Blackbeard point," t h  
an island Afterwards, when his head was d e n  down, hisskull w,ls 
made into the bottom p r t  of a very la%: punch bowl, &led the 
infant, which wns long used as n drink~ng vessel at the We igh  
tavern at  Williamsburg. I t  was enlaged with silver, or silver p!nted; 
and I have seen those whose forefathers have spoken of their drink- 
ing punch from it, with n silver ladle appurtenant to that bowl. 

There is at present a l a ~ e  marble tombstone, in a gnve  place half 
a mile out of Hampron, on the Pembroke farm of John Jones, Esq., 
which had been placed there by governor Nicholson in 1700, which 
records the death of Peter Heysham, Esq., collector of the custon~s, 
wbo b d  been killed, ns a volunteer on bonrd the king's ship, the 
Shoreham, in a bnve encounter with a pinte on the coast; most 
problnbly, from the date, with Kidrl. Tlie action lasted seven hours, 
nod the governor wns also present Near the =me gnve  are three 
others, of like marble, with family arms, of the yenrs 1697, 1700, 
and 1719. These ,qves had been for many yenn overgrown with 
underbrush and accumulated earth, and were lately unexpectedly 
brought to light, by  a clenring off of the place. 

I n  noticing the h~story of the pimtes, there ought to be considered 
the cause rind time of their origin, and why it nppem, in the old 
books and accounts of them, that the Turks, Noon, and Sallee pi- 
rufes were so often named ns being dreaded on the Atlantic, and 
even in the West Indies! All these inquiries may be satisfied by no- 
ticing what has been said by Capt  Smith, in his History of Virginia, 
London edition, 1626. 

H e  gives an account of the making the Moom of Brrrbary to be- 
come pirates. He  rays the long peace under King Jitmes put sea- 
warriors out of employ, and caused them to turn pintes-some for 
money, some for bmvery, and some for vanity of n fearfill name. 
They chose Barbary, because of its numerous convenient roads. 
Thus Wmcl, a poor English sailor, and Dnnaker, a Dtatchmnn,first 
begnn  heir career there, evkn when the Moors smrcely knew how 
to sail a ship. Then followed Baston, who got rich-lhese hughi 
the Moors to smve them. Then followed Jannings, Harris, T h o m p  
son and others, whose names he gives. Several were executed in 
time of King James, at  Wapping-such ns Hewes, Smith, Ellis, 
Collins, &c., all cnptains-had good shi , and well manned, but P" quarrelled some among themselves-final y became debauched, nnd 
so eventually the Turks and Moorstook t11e nscendency of them,~nd  
made them serve themselves os subordinntes-themselves having 
learned their pmctices, with better command of their passions nnd 
interests. 

When I published the Annals. I said I could not hew of anv one 
who then had Brndfc mi's ediddn of the old pimtes, in which was 
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conlnined the history of Mary Read nnd Anne Bonney, female PI 
rates -the former of England, the latter of Charleston, S. C., though 
born in Cork. I have since met with '' T h e  Pintes' Own Book," 
Boston edition, of lS37, which is manifestly formed from that old 
book, and gives the lives of those two females. From this book I 
find sundry additional facts concerning Capt  Robert Kidd and Black- 
beard, from which I select the following additional facts, not before 
stated in my account of them. This  is, therefore, supplen~entaGto 
wit : 

Edward Teach (Blackbeard) was born in Bristol, England. H e  
fint was n privateersman in the West Indies, against the French. 
H e  began his pimcies in a ship of 40 guns, called '' Queen Anne's 
Revenge." Blackbeard often changed his veseels. At one time he  
came ofl Charleston, S. C., with his fellow-pirate, Ricltards, and one 
or two other vessels. There they remained sonle days without the 
bar, capturi~rg vessels and causing much terror to the inlrnbitank, and 
etopping all tnde  frm the port. While there, Teach sent in Capt. 
Ricl~ards, w i h  one of his prisoners, to demand of the govemor medi- 
cines, on pain of his destroying his prisoners. I t  was granted, and 
Richards and his men actually walked the town audaciously and 
unmolested. After this he ran ashore upon North Carolina, and 
made his terms o i  surrender to the governor. " T h e  gold of Bhck- 
beard (it is said) rendered him comely in the governor's eye, an6 
through his aid he obtained a legal right to the great ehip, the Re. 
~mgc"-'~ the governor condemning her at Bath Town Court., as a 
lawful prize to the captor!" While in North Carolina, Blackbeard 
married a young w o n m  of good family, the governor being present 
at the ceremonies ! Shewas said to have bee11 his fourteenth wife- 
twelve of rvlrom were still livin'g. H e  went oflagain to his pimcies, 
and brougllt his captures into North Calolima, and had !hem again 
condemned-the governor and he eharing spoils! Blackbeard 

p m e d  eeoenll months in the river, giving and receiving visits from 
the planters," kc.-they probably not knowing his real character: 
In time t h y  began to know it-and they and sundry captains of 
vessels made their representation to the gmcnror of Virginia, its too 
much distrusting their own governor. T h e  governor of Virginia 
hired two sn~nll vessels, and gave the command to Lieut  Maynard, 
who, on the 17th R'ov., 1717, sailed from James river in quest, nnd 
found Blacltbeurd on the 2181, with but few of Iris men on board. 
A fierce fight ensued-Maynard and Blnckbenrd hnnd to hand-the 
latter received twenty cuts and as many ellots before he fell dead. 
H e  struck ofl his head, and hung it on the end of his bortsprit, on 
his return to Virginia. They found on board the prize, letters and 
papers which rrimiwated ths gmcnlor of A'orth Carolina a n d  his 
sccretay. T h e  prisoners taken were tried and executed in Virginia, 
and old court records ouglrt, even now, to show the facts. It is mid 
of Blackbentd thut he was peculiarly reckless and gay in his wicked- 
ness. For instance, he has cocked his pistols nt his own b a ~ q u e t  



aud fired ut one of his guests, saying, "he must now nnd then kill a 
man to make them know nnd fear him." He has gone into his hold 
with some of his men to be smoked with brimstone, "to make a 
hell of their own beforehnnd, for trial!" He had kept a kind of 
journal, which was found, containing remarks like these, viz. :- 

Rum dl out-our company somewhat sober-a d-d coufusion 
among us-rogues are plotting-talk of sepantion-I must look 
slinrp for a prize." T o  cherish his long black beard, he used to 
twist it up in portions with ribbon. In  time of action he wore three 
braces of pistols in a sling, over his shoulders. 

@ I t  might be curious now to lenrn what Family in North Caro- 
lina (like Kidd, in New York) may have had the distinguishing in- 
famy of being descendants of the above young wife! One might 
ask, too, why should we not expect some one of his wives to be 
about the Delaware, and to have progeny? 

In  the year 1S37, Anthony Backhouse, of Virginia, farmer, at the 
mouth of T,nnner's creek, adjoining Pornfret, ploughed up a box of 
gold and silver coin, amounting to 14,000 dollars. The Norfolk 
Herald mys, The opinion of course has precedence, that this 
money W D ~  one of the n u m o w  deposits made on our coast by 
Blnckbeard." 

Robert Venables, the old black man who died in 1834, nged 99, 
told me chat he knew personally nn old black man, and Cur, a 
draymnn, in Gray's alley, both of whom had been with Blackbenrd. 

He had heard that Blackbeard had dealings with " Charles-. 99 

the owner of a shallop packet to Burlington-who used, when about 
to start, to go around the little town, crylng, " ho! Burlington, ho!" 
He  supplied the pirate with flour, &c. Heard often of pitate2 
money. He knew that Murdock, Riley, Farrel and others, went to 
Pointno- oint to dig-success not known-son~e said they were 
frighteue! OK Used to h e x  that Stephen Anthony, at corner of 
Gray's nlley m d  Second street, found n pot of money in digging for hi 
cellar. His black, Friday, first came to it in digging, and showed 
its outward shape. The master, to conceal and keep it, quickly sent 
off Friday for drink, and when he returned, the pot wns gone! Such 
wns the story. Bobert's mother, at Bridgetown, Barbadoes, knew 
there a Mary Read, who turned pirate. 

The 11th August, 1718, Gov. Keith being present in council, 
(vide minutes,) presented the case of a pimte vessel arrived-being 
surrendered by the men. The arms and ammunition are ordered 
into charge-nmong them are 6L 10 great gunsw and 'L 9 petemroee," 
1 doctor's chest, 1 blnck flag, 1 red fl a 2 ensigns, 1 jack, kc.  
The governor remarks, [ h a  .'one ~ e a 2 ,  a noted pirnte, (Black- 
beard,) had done the greatest mischief of any of the place, and wna 
then said to be lurking for some time in and about th& town ;" nnd 
for that cause he had grnnted a warrant for his apprehension, as well 

for seveml othera herenbouts, who having received certificates of 
pardon upon their surrender under the royal proclamation to this an6 
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other go.ernments, and were now said to be In active correspondence 
with other pirates at I q e ,  kc .  

T h e  17th October, 1718, the governor presents a bill of 390 ,  ex- 
penses incurred in the espedition of two sloops to the capes, in pur 
suit of the pirates, commanded by Captains Knymond and Naylor. 

A republicntiou of lS29, by H. Benton, of Hartford, called the 
'<History of the Pirates," hns nn account of Mr. Woodes Rogers, N 
governor and vice-admiral of the Bahamas, going out to Nassau ir 
July, 1718, and there gmnting pardon on submiss~on of one tholrsand 
pirates on shore, they having for their Captoins, Homygold, Davis, 
Carter, Burgess, Current, Clark and others. T o  some of these the 
governor gave civil commissions. When the Spnnish mar occtirred, 
many of them were glad win to go out privateering. There are 
notany casesof marked cruelty represented in the book. Plunder 
ing wns the chief of their action, and killin,q when in fight 

On the 4th July, 1 2 6 ,  Governor William Dummer, and his 
council, condemned, at Boston, Captnin William Fly nnd three of 
his men, ns pintes, who were hung in chains in the harbour. C a p  
tain Bellamy and seven others, about same time, get ashore nt East- 
ham, and are captured, condemned and executed 

I n  the proceedings of the court at  Pliilndelplh, in June, 1697, 
resent Governor Narkham, Edward Shippen, Chnrles Sanders, 

Pohn F m e r  and Chides Sober, justices; David Lloyd, attorney 
general ; Thomas Robinson, attorney for the Earl of Romney-the 
cnse of James Brmmz, member of assembly and son-in-law Lo 
Governor Markham, is brought up for trial; Jan Mathias, a Swede. 
nnd Peter Clawson, a Dutchman, are the witnesses winst him. 
They give long and vague stories of their numerous voynges, dl the 
world over, with apprent  wishes to cover over any direct or volun- 
tary pimcies of their own, and neither of them present nny ,positive 
culpability on Mr. Brown, who wns probably favoured at last with a 
nuJleprosequi, as no decision is recorded. Their story, if much con 
densed, would go to say, that in Africa, they were forced into Cap. 
taiti Avery7s pirate vessel-fought a great Turk in the Red sea, took 
his money and let him go -d id  not meet with much to engage 01 
cnpture, and being at length in the Enst Indies, in 1693-4, Ja& 
Brown, the person indited, came on board and nsked if he might be 
indulged in a passage home to Rhode Island, and the crew lei1460 
first consultccZ, he took his passage on board ; after that they fell In 
with no more vessels or plunder! They  came across the ocean to 
Cat island, thence to Providence, where the witnesses nt~d some 
others were discharged. Some of them went to New London and 
some to New York, finally to West Jersey, and then to Philadelphia, 
where hcar i rg  that a man had come to seize Avery a n d  all his men, 
and that there wns also n proclalnntion of pardon, they forthwith 
surrendered to the authorities! I t  came out on the whole thnr 
James Brown woe also in the Red sea, and came on board from the " New Bark" from Rhode Island. 

/ 
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I n  March, 1704, Snmuel Lowman, Eq., collector of the port of 
Lewes, (vide Minutes of Council,) claims his bill of expenses as 
evidence in Philadelphia, in the year 1700, certain y m n s  
ofthe port of h e s ,  who had illegnlly tmded with Cnptnin Kidd's 
ship, the Pinte, for which they were then apprehended. These 
pintes, about eighty in number, had before plundered Le\vestom, 
nnd threatened to do the same at New Cnsile, but were hindered by 
the arrival of n lnge vessel with German passengers. The prisoners 
named are Robert Bnndingham nnd William Stnnton. 

It would seem os if the pmtes, by hook or crook, found means to 
escape the toils of law, so n~uch so as to give o5ence to some; for I 
find nmotlg the scandals of the time, some one had set forth in n 
printed pamphlet, of 1703, that "these Qualien hnve a neat way of 
getting money by encoumging the pimtes, when they bring in good 
store of gold, so that when Avery7s men mere here, the Quaking 
justices were for leuing them live quietly, or else they are bailed too - 
easily." 

In  the Book of Pimtes, me find a few additional facts concernjug 
Gaptnin Robert Kidd nnd his compntriots. The king's commission 
to Kidd, while he ol'lkcted to be n legal privaleersm~r, incidentally 
named the pirates whom he mns intended to capture, say Cnplnin 
Thomas Too, John Ireland, Coptnin Thomas Wake, Captnin Noze, 
or Mace, and other subjects, wafives or i?dditants  of New York and 
eZscw/me in America, they being @ales upon the American sens, 
&c. [Kone of their histories are in the book.] Some of them were 
natives of New Jersey, nenrest to New York. With Kidd were 
executed, as his accomplices, Nicholas Churchhill, James How, 
Gnbriel Loff, Hugh Parrott, Abel Owens ond Darby Mullinx It 
wns proved that Kidd had killed his gunner, " William Moor," in a 
unrrel. Nicholas Churchhill nod James How proved, by Colonel 

bass, the governor of West Jer~ey, that they had surrendered to Ym 
under the amnesty, or pnrdon. It seems that there was a board of 
commissioners under the king, to grant pardons to such repentinu 
pimtes as should come in and accept. I t  will not fail to be observe4 
In the foregoing and similar cnses of names, that none of them nre 
of the true Holland rnce. Still it is known, that the New Yorlcers, 
even os Dutchmen, were keen enemies of the Spaniards, who had 
so long devasted their fatherland. They might have been willing 
to wink at their fggressions on their posjessions in the West Indiea 
and South Amencn. Even the English colonists had no aversion to 
their being roughly scourgeded, even in time of peace. 

Olher Pirates . 
The death of Blackheard and his immediate compnnlons ~pxm 

to hnve hnd no visible restraint on the spirit of desperate adventure 
in o~hers. It doubtless broke the connexion with us on &tor;.; h~ 
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os gene~d sea-rovers, there still continued later nceounts of several, 
romning nnd ravnging on the high seas, to wit: 

I n  the Gazettes of 1720, there is frequent mention of our vessels 
encountering '' pidesY' in the Wcst Indies. They are pillwd, but 
not murdered ; nor otherwise so barbarously maltreated as now. 

In 1721, it is observed that "the pirates" act genedly under the 
colours of Spain and France. " We have advice that Captain Ed- 
wards, the famous pirnte, is still in the West Indies, where they have 
done incredible damage," and nt the same time the Gazette says, 
"A large sloop hns been seen from hence (off Cape May) cruising 
on and off for ten days together, supposed to be a pirate," and three 
weeks later she is mentioned on running ten leagues up the bay, nod 
thence taking out a large prize. 

I n  172.2, mention is made of a pirate brigantine which appears off 
and at Long Island-commanded by one Lowe, a Bostonian. 
They had captured a vessel with five women in her, nnd sent them 
into port in safety in another vessel. His name often aftenvards 
occurs aa very successful ; at one time he took Hondums, kc.  One 
Evans, another pimte, is also named. While Lowe wos off Long 
Island,severnl vessels mere promptly fitted out against him, but none 
brought back any renown. 

In 1723, the above Captain Lowe, the pirate, and his consoa, 
Harris, came near the Hook; there they got into action with hie 
nm'esty's ship, the Greyhound. The two pirates bore the black flag, 
an d were commanded by t3e celebrated Lo~ve." The  Greyhound 
captured Hams' vessel, having thirty-seven whites and six blacks, 
prisoners; but Lowe's vessel escaped, having on board, it is said, 
2150,000 in gold and silver. The names of the prisoners are pub- 
lished, and all appcar to be American or English. They mere tried 
and all executed, not long after, at Long Island. What n hanging 
day for forty-four persons aL once! 

Before this action they had probably been near Amboy, kc., us it 
was just before announced that lLtwo pirate ves~lcr  iooked into 
Perth Amboy, and into New York!" 

On the return of Captain Solgard to New York, of the Greyhound, 
he is presented the freedom of the city, in a gold snuffbox. Lowe 
is aftenvards head of ns making prizes of twenty French vessels at 
Cape Breton. He is etated as peculiarly cruel, since his fight above, 
to Englishmen, cutting nnd slitting their ears and noses. There is 
also named one Lowder-ano~her pimte on the bonks. 

In 1724, Lome, the pirate, lately came across a Portuguese, and 
plundered her. His vessel is a ship of thirty guns, culled the Merry 
Christmas; he hns another ship in company as his consort. Captain 
Ellison, of New York, was taken in sight of Bnrbadoes, by Sprigg, 
the pimte, by whom he maa well treated, though plundered some. 
Soon after, the Gazette announces that it is said that Sprigg, the 
pirate, is to come on our coast to the eastward, to chreen. He is in 
the Old Squirrel man-of-war, which being sold for a merchantman, 
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was taken by Lowe, and run away with by Sprigg and others of 
Lowe7s crew. He mys when he gets more men he will come and 
coke Cnptnin Solprd, with whom he before fought off the Hook, 
and who was ot this time ngnin out in the Greyhound, cruising dong 
the coast for pimtes. 

The snme year (1724) it is announced thnt they h e x  from Hon- 
duras by Captnin Smith, thnt cLSprigg, the pinte," is there in the 
Bachelor's Delight, of twenty-four y n s ,  in company with Skipton, 
in the Royd Fortune, of twenty-two guns--the same which had 
been commanded by Lowe, but his crew mutinying set him nshore. 
Skipton is a north countryman, and merciful. They promise to 
visir our consts in the spring. 

In 17-25, it is mid that Sprigg, the pimte, was put nshore by his 
men in the West Indies, whereby he mos taken prisoner to Jamaica. 
From Bnrbndoes it is henrd thnt Line, who wns commander of his 
consort, wns tnken into Curncoa There they were pmded to the 
prison, with their blnck silk Bag! Line hod lost his nose and an 
eye, and the wounds of his men stank as they wnlked. Line con- 
fessed he hnd killed thirty-seven masters of vessels!-Possibly it ww 
bonsting over-much. Skipton, the pimte, with eighty men, is stnted 
to hnve been tnken by his majesty's ship, the Dinmond, in the bn 
of Hondum, together with Joseph Cooper,. mother pinte vesse E 
When one of these vessels snw she must surrender, the coptnin with 
many of his men went into the cabin and blew themselves up. 

This yew of 172.5 appenrs to hnve been fntnl to the piratea 
Their career seemed nlmost every where run out, nnd terrible and 
inglorious their end-" The way of the transgressor is hnrd !" After 
this the former frequent mention of pimtes, in nlmost every weekly 
pnper, subsides. The  peaceful and honest m ~ n e r s  no longer fear 
to tmverse the ocenn. There were still dehys of justice to some, 
when, ns lnte as October, 1731, Captnin Mncfemn nnd four othem 
mere tried for piracy and hnnged. - 

TEE SWEDES. 

The nmval time of the Swedes on the Delaware has hitherto been 
a d i c u l t  sub'ect to settle with certainty. I shall herein endeavour 
s o  settle the d ate at the vear 1637. for the rensoae which will be 
found below. 

. 
I hnd, in my former edition of Annals, set it down at the yew 1631 
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toking my date from Can3panius. But he ~vns not so good an 
authority ns the Rev. Mr. Rudman's NS. account, since made 
public by the Rev. Mr. Clay, in his lnte publicntion, " the History 
of the Swedes on the Delaware." Thomas Can~panius Holm, who 
wrote the history which he published in 1703, derived it dl from 
hi gnndfiither's MS. notes and papers, and may have ensily m b  
taken 1631 for 163'7; or the difference may hnve been a pinter's error, 
easily made. From the snnie cnuse, Proud, who used the time 
1627, niny have ici.itton 1637, and been misprinted by ten yenrs; 

ust nz his printer printed the 24th October instead of the 27th b ctober, as the landing day of Penn at  New Cnstle. 
T h e  Rev. John Cnmpanius, who came out with Governor Printz 

in 1642, must hare known, and have -1ten the true time, if he  
*i had had occasion to have intended to mark the time. T h e  history 

by hi* gmdson,  Thomns Campnnius Holm, however, only speak 
incidttiially ; for when speaking of the subscription and snnction of 
the public men to the colonization, a- done in 1627, he says, "soon 
qfler the Swedes and Fins went to the So!~tll river"-the Deln- 
worn. At another plnce he says, '' the Christina fort wns first built 
when the Swedes nmved in 1631." From ~uchauthori~y, many of 
the subsequent writers may have been nzkled. First, Cnmpanius 
Holm, may hove copied wrongly, and from him Smith nnd Proud 
take the time of 1627; and others, like Xolmes, in his American 
Annals,-the time of the fw t ,  in !631. 

But we know from official record, still on file at  New York, 
(quoted by Moulton) that Governor Keift remonstmted in 1638, soon 
nfter his arrival, apinst  the building of the fort at Christina. It is 
dated the 6th May, 1638, referriug no doubt to a matter l e p n  befare 
the writing of the letter; besides, as it was in old style,when the year 
began in i\lnrcli, it necessarily cnst the arrival and bcginrti?tg of h e  
fort into the yew 1G37. 

Acreliu~, who came out ns a minister to the Swedes in 1749, and 
published his history in 1759, assigns the time of the fiat settlement 
at  the year 1638. The  same period advocated by Houlton in hie 
history, and nlso ndopted by tha Encyclopedia Americana. Acrelius, 
having published his book fifty-scven y e a r  lntcr than Campanicis, 
had his suficient rensonr then, fcr ckrcriei seven ox ,right yea r  from 
Cn::!penius, whosc book he had icr;tL and corsidc~cd. 

It has bcen admitted, on .-U hm&, tint the Smedcs cnmc out 
here 62 tho reign nnd u n d x  tlic patrontip oi Qoce~a Christina. 
T h o ~ ~ i n s  Cnmpanius Holm infers, howcvcr, d ~ n t  it WE in the time 
of Gustnvus Adolphus, becnusc thc king's proclnmntion, of 16'26, 
allowed the emigrants to depart in filarclr and 1627, as he says. 
We know from history, that she only b e e n  to reign in 1632-3, as o 
minor. Of course her government could not have given sanction tc 
any public acts rmsigned to 1631. She was born in 1626, and died 
in 1654. 

T h e  Swedish pnpers, copied from the archives at Stockholm for the 
/ 
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Philosophical Society a t  Philnde!phia, 'is procured nnd sent out by 
our minister, Mr. Rusiel, have tl~eir enrliest dates in the year 1640; 
but they seem to refer to an earlier date of colonization. Among 
lhem is n pa er of grant of the ground, now Philadelphia, to Lieute- 
nant Swan $ chute, from Queen Christiaa, dated 20th August, 1653, 
just one year preceding her death. 

Finally, me come to the notice of the MS. accounls, (Swedish 
church papers,) left by the Rev. Mr. Rudman, ns lately p~rblished, 
inpart, in the book of the Rev. Mr. Clay, and this authority, on 
many accounts, we consider as very conclusive of the year 1637-8. 
Mr. Rudman m e  out in 1697, and remained here till 1503. H e  
purposely mnde in uiries, and him left us sundry results. Hc says, in 
brief. - iu 1693, t ?1 ere had been a list taken of all the heads of 
famllies, of whom there mere still alive, when taken, thirty-nine 
heals who had originally come from Sweden, and among them were 
Petzr Rnmbo and Andrew Bonde, who Imd been in lire countryJifCy- 
four years;" thus making the year uf their arrival to have been in 
16374 .  H e  says too, 'L upon the authority of old Israel Holm, 
and many others," that the Ihtch were here beJore the Swedes, and 
settled on the Jersey side ; and thnt in the time of Quce~z Clvistina, 
the Swedes came out in the ships Key, of Calmer, and the Griffin, 
and settled on the westernside of the Delaware; there "buying their 
lands from the Indians, from the c;lpes co the fallsy' up the UeIa- 
ware. Mr. Rudm;m further says, that the document and the survey, 
by N. Kling, were both filed in the archives, and had been seen by 
Rim before he left Sweden in 1697. 

[Thomu Budd, one of the first aetders of New Jeney, in his 
pamphlet, speaking of the older Indians, says 'I their lanpauage was, 
that they were injured by strong drink. It wasJirst sold to us by 
the Dutch ; the next people thnt came among Ira were tlrc S~oecles, 
and they dso  were blind and did not see it was hurtful to ns."] 

T h c  author was the grandson of the Rev. John Campanius 
Holm, who ;vent out ns chaplain with Governor Printz, in the year 
1642, nnd continued with the churches in Pennsylvania six years. 
T h e  father of the nuthor was also in the country nt the same time, 
and from these two and sundry MSS., the nuthor hns deduced the 
chief part of all thnt he 11ns communicated. It is not a book of so 
much local interest and information ns we could wish; and, perhaps, 
the cause is in part explained, by his treating of what he never saw. 
Part of what he gives is derived by him from the MS. relation of 
IindstrBm, an engineer officer with the colony. 

Acrelius-(the Rev. Ismel,) who wns in this country, a Swedish 
minister, from 1749 to '56, has written more interestingly, and seen 
:orrectly, concerning the earliest settlements of the Swedes. T h e  . 
ldescription" is in extracts, as followe, viz.: 

T h e  banks of the river, are inhabited by ngreat number of Indinna 
of dvermd nations. 'I'heir principal towns are &. Poa~quissing, 
Pemickpacka, (Pennipac,) Wequiquenske, Wickquakonich, (Wic- 
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caw) Pmyunk,  m d  Nattnbakonck, (SchuylkiU.) In ench town 
tbereis n mchem or chief. 

T h e  Schuylkill is (we think, the same) &led cLMenejeck, 
(Manayunk,) a large creek." 

Calabash is a plant growing in vines all along the river. 
A monthly notice of the weather (much like the present times) is 

gtren for ten years, from 1644 to '46. 
H e  asserts that the Swedes made the first settlement in the reign 

of Gustavus Adolphus, at the instance and pullimtion of William 
U d i n g ,  n Dutchman. He infcrrs thnt it must have been in 1627, 
(the time given by Proud,) bemuse all the prepamtion for it was 
made in 1626, by the king's proclamation and gmnt of license to 
such a settlement in that year; the people of Sweden were to 
embark in the month of March ; and those from Lironia and Fin- 
land, in May, of the year 16'27. p h i s  is the year of the birth of 
Queen Christina, who began, at six years of nge, in 1633, to reign.] 

They seemed to wonder much at  our large "sea spiders," found 
driven nshore in our bay, by the south winds. Their description of 
them shows they must have been ou- king cmbs, popularly called 
horse-shoe cmbs. 

T h e  class of Swedish emi,mnte were of three kinds, to wit: the 
company's servants, who were employed in various capacities, and 
those who went there to better their fortunes; both of these were, by 
way of distinction, cdled freemen. T h e  third class "consisted of 
vipbonds nnd malefncton," who were to remain in slavery, and to 
be employed in digging the earth, throwing up trenches, and erect- 
ing ~valls and other fortifications. With such, the freemen had no 
intercourse; and they (the former) had besides their pnrticulnr spot 
for their migned residence. Such was the earliest armngement and 
purpose; but it so happened, that in the beginning of Governor 
l'rintzys administration, when n great number of those criminals 
were sent over from Sweden, the European inhabitants combined to 
refuse thek ndmission among them; wherefore they were returned, 
and many of them perished on rhe return voyage. After this severe 
lesson, it am ordered, that no more criminals should be sent; where  
fore, we trust that the Swedish fatnilies actually retained among us, 
ns primitive settlers, were "all good men and tme," leaving no blur 
upon the repubtion of their descendant-seved of whom may be 
still tmced among us, ns may appenr by the following names, copied 
from a list nctually taken in the year 1693, for the information of 
William Penn. The  fact of their being in pluralities ia, indeed, 
self-evident proof that none of them could have been indimdual 
criminals, to wit: 

HEADS OF FAMILIEB. Prmom. HEADB or FUIL~E~ .  ' Prnsonr 
Peter Rambo, Senr., . . . 2 Johan Rambo, . . . . 6 
Peter Rambo, lr., . . . 6 Gunner Rambo, . . . 6 . 
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Andem Rnmbo, - . - . 9 Casper Fisk, . 10 
Capr b e  t2ock, (since Cox)* 11 - Peter * Dahlbo, $rnceb&) . 9 - 
E& cock, . . . .  . Y 0tt0 DO., -. . . - 7  
Mans Cock. , . . . 8 - Johan - Mauaon. . . . . 11 . - 
Johm cock, . . . . 7 Nib DO., - 3 
Gabriel Cock, . - . . . 7 - And.Pemon~o&er,'(now - 
Otto Earnest Cock. . . o Longacre) . . . . I 
Andem Bengtsson, (since &on) 9 - Anders - Frende, . . . +  
Beng~ Ben,&on . . . !2 Nils Do., widow, . . 7 
Andem Bonde.(since Bond)+ . 11 Rnher Petemon. . . . 2 -.- . .. 
Johan Bonde. . . . . 1 - Hans Do., . . . . ?  
Sven Bonde, . . . . 5 Do. Do., . . 5 
Johm Sveluson. (aince Swanson) 9 Paul DO.. . . . 3 --- - 
Gunner ~vensson; . . . 5 peter DO.; . . .  3 
Mrche Nilsson, (since Nelson) . 11 Carl DO., . . . 5 
Anders Nilsson, . . . 3 . L m  . Do- . . I  e 

Jonas Do., . 4 Brim Do., . . . . o 
Brita Gostofson, ~sinee'~ustke) 6_ Andem Kindricksson, . . 4 - 
Gostaf Gostahn, . . . 8 Johm DO., . . . 5 
Hans Do., . . . . 7 DO. Do., . . . 6  
Mans Gosdson, . . . 2 - David Do., . . . . 7 - 
Jons Do., . . . . 3 Jacob Do., . . . 5  
Ni Jonason. (since Johnson) . 6 Lucas Stedhnm. . . . . 7 -. 
Mans Do., . . . 6 Lyloff Do., - . . . 9  
Antlere Do., . . . . 4 Adnm Do., . . . . 8 
Jon Do., . . .  . 2 Asmund Do., . . . 5  
Thomas Do., . . . . 1 Benj'n. DO., . . . . 7 
H a n s J o m o n  . . . l l  JornnAnderson, . . . 5 - 
Chrisliern Joransson, . . 1 Johan DO., . . . . 9 
Jotan Do., . . . . 1 DO. Do., . . .  7 
Staphan Do., . . . 5 Hendrich Do., . . . . 5 
Peter Stake, . . . . 3 Broor Seneca, . . 7 
Marten Martensson, Senr., . 3 Anders Do., . . . . 5 
Marten Do. Junr., . . 10 Jesper Wallraven, . . . 7 
Mats Do.. . . . . 4 Jonas Do., . . . . 1 
Peter Soccom, (since Yocum) . 9 Peter Palsson. . . . . 5 
Matts Hollsten, (since Hobtern) 7 - Olle Paulsson, (since Pou1so;r) . 9 
Johan Still&, . 8 Bengt Do., -. . . .  6 
Andem Wibler, (knee 'Wheker) 4 Gostof DO., . 6 
Eric Molicn, hence sLMulica Andem Hornmu, (Homnn~) . 9 \ . . . 8 Olle Diricksson, . Hi," N. J.? . 7 
Jonas Kvn. [since Keen) - . 8 Anders Do.. . . 1 - 
Mans K*; ' . . . . 3 Johan Hoppmnn, . . 7 
Hons Kyn's widow, . . 5 Frederick Do., . . 7 
Nii Gastenberrr. . . . 3 Anden Do.. . . 7  
Eric Gastenbe%, . . 7 Nicholas DO,' 5 
Lam Johansson, (since Johnson) 6 - OUe Pehrsson, (since Penrson) . 6 
Didrich Do., . . . s Lars Do., 1 
Simon Do., . . . 10 Jaeoh Van der h r :  (~Adeveer  
Peter Stillman, . . . 4 now) . . . 7  
Jonas Do., . . . 4 Cornel~us Do., 1 
Johnn Do., . . .  . 5 Jacob Do., . . 3 
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HEADS OF F A H I L ~ .  P~ruon.  HEADS OP FAMILIES. Pr~solsa 
William Van der Weer, . . 1 LUIS Larsson, . . I  . . . .  Peter hIansson, 3 hlatts Eriesson, (now &&on) 3 
Johm Do.. . 5 Eric Do., . . 1 
Hendrich Tossa, . .  5 Goran Do.. . 1 
Johan Do., . 4 Eric Goranson, . . .  2 . . . .  . . . .  hlatts Do., 1 Matts Rapott, 3 . . .  Lars Do., 1 Nils Do., . . 3 
Christian Classon, . 7 Chierstin Sdcop, . 3 
Jacob Do., . 6 Johan Do, . 6 
Lucas Lucasson, (since Lum) . 1 Peter Do., . . .  6 
Hans Do.. . 1 Hendrich Slobe?. . 2 . - 
peter DO.; . .  1 Olle Do., . . .  3 
Hen lrich Larsson, . 6 Olle Resse, (Reese) . 3 
Lars Hulling, . 1 

There were also a few of the following sumames:-Mink, Jacob, 
Danielson, Schnge, Thorsson, Olsson, Talley, Iwrusson, Skrikn, 
Grnntum, Kempe, Clemson, Kucko\v, Meyer, Dennis, Savoy, 
Frnnsson, Stark, Long, Knut-on, Frende, Ekhorn, Konigh, Toy, 
Bure, Lock, Hallton; the whole list constituting one hundred nnd 
eighty-eight families, and nine hundred and seven individuals. 

I observe that the Rev. Mr. Clny's Annals of the Swedes, furnishes 
this same list, as being the same taken from the document left by 
the Rev. Nr. Rudmm, minister from 1697 to 1708, (when he died.) 
The  list, a3 so left, slates one hundred and thirty-nine fnmilies, and 
nine hundred and thirty-nine individuals; and says, h a t  thirty-nine 
of the list were native Swedes, of whom Peter Rambo nnd Andrew 
Bonde, had been in the country fifty-four years, (making their 
nrrival in or near 1639.) 

I t  may be remarked, that their nmnes nre often compounded, 
after the manner of the Welsh, by adding the word son Thus  
Pnulsson (Poulson,) is the son of Paul; Lucosson, is the son of 
Lucns, (Luke,) and "Goran Ericsson," is the son of Eric, nnd 

Eric Gornnsson," is the son df Goran; I' Svenson," is the son nC 
Sven, i. e. Swanson, &c. 

Descendants, and even acquaintances, of the foregoing names, 
will feel, necessarily, some interest in this exhibition of names, thua 
made honourable, ns the proper primores and mCIgnatcs of our coun- 
try! They are entitled to the distinction, thus gven, and let it be 
perpetuated. Estu perpetua ! 

T h e  desire of the Swedish families to come out here, must have 
been very great, ns Mr. Lindstrom observes that, when he sailed, 
"more than one hundred fnmilies, of good and honest men, with 
rheir wives and children, presented more thnn the ship could carry;" 
and, on nnother occasion, several vessels were prevented from going, 
by the Spaniards. 

Great pains were taken, that they should be well sushined in 
their new home by a Gospel ministry. T o  this end a regulnr s u p  
ply was sent out, and some, by the Bishop of Upsnl, of "men of 
round learning and approved piety." 

/ 
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There was a great treaty held ai Printz's h d ,  on Tinicutn 
island, on the 17th June, 1654, at which were present ten mcheins. 
and a renewal was then made of former leagues and covenants. 

We are not aware of any place, now known, on which any of 
!he oforesaid Swedish families dwelt, save thnt of the Stifle family 
in the time of its head, Olof Stille, which is marked in Lindstrom's 
map, as" SliUe'sland," in the neck. Its Indian name was Tedmlte- 
rassi, beingun place on the Schuylkill stiore,and surrounded with wa- 
ter like an island." I t  was L L a s m d  pliu~tiltion, built by freemen, and 
m a  much frequented by the Indians, who gave Mr. S~i l le  the name 
of the man with the black Lewd,' because of his strong black beard." 

T h e  manner of living among the Swedes, as told by themelves, 
in a letter of the year 1693, to John Ttielin, of Gottenberg, is as fol- 
low~:-'~ W e  are almost d l  of us husbandmen, and our meat and 
drink is after the old Swedish custom. T h e  country is very rich 
and fruitful, and we send out yearly to our neighbom on this eonti- 
nent, and the neighbouring islands, bread, p i n ,  flour and oil. W e  
have here, thank God, nll kinds of venison, b~rds and fishes. Our 
wives and daughters spin wool and flax, and many of them weave. 
W e  live in great peace and friendship with the Indians; and we 
only wish we lvtd good and faithful shepherds and guardinns of our 
souls; we may add, that since we are no longer under the govern- 
ment of Sweden, we have been well and kindly treated by the 
Dutch and the English." T h e  foregoing letter was presented to 
King Charles XI., who thereupon ordered three ministers to be sent 
with Bibles, prayer books, and catechisms. One cannot but feel 
curious now to know, whether any family now extant, of Swedish 
origin, remaining nmong us, has preserved any one of those royd 
presents. They had before lost, by d m \ ,  the services of the Rev. 
Jacob Fnbritius, n Dutchman, and htd only the services of C. 
Springer, " a pious reader." 

One of the aforesaid newly sent ministers, the Rev. Eric Biork, 
writes to, his superiors a t  home, that the people received him with 
great joy and gratulations; but the religious services of the people 
were very irregular and lm, and needed reform, especially among 
the rising generution. H e  mid, there were no poor in the country, 
but all provided for tliemselves, without any cases of want. [What 
can we say now!] T h e  Indians lie found to be great friends; more 
so to us than they nre to the English. They call us, in their lan- 
gutge, their "own people." They are very fond of learning the 
catechism, mliich has been printed in their language, where shall 
we find a copy now!] and which is to be read to the~r  c I, ildren, and 
taughr to them by Mr. Springer. Our people live smitered among , - 
the English nnd Quakers; and yet our lnnguqe  is preserved ns 
pure ns any where in Sweden, nnd there being a6oui one thousand 
two hundredpersons ti& spealc it. Many Swedes are eniployed in 
the administration of the government under Governor Narkham; 
some nre judges, cnptnins, ensigns, constnbles," &c 

VOL. 11-2 I;; 20* 



235 The Scedes. 

Lewis Heunepin, quoted by Holm, states the belief, that out 
Indiims are descended from the Jms, on account of mnny resemn- 
Iln~uxs he finds between those natives. Hennepin, and the Rev. 
John Campnius, boll1 believed that they could tmce an &nity, 
between the Hebrew and Indian lmguiges. Tile Indians then 
were tall, strong, nimble, and limbs well proportioned. Their 
faces broad-small blaclr eyes--flat noses-@ mistake, surely, unlesa 
;it the nostrils,) large lips-short broad teeth,and verywhite. Their 
Lodies nearly naked, a d  of a brown or yellowish colour, anointed 
\\-it11 bean' grease, and black paint found on the sea-shore, which 
enables them better to endure the heat of the sun. They m d e  
their Iluis of mats and of branches of trees. The lllats being made 
of the leaves of the Indian corn matted together. They sleep on 
their mats and skins. They cook the most of heir  diet in clay kket- 
tles; and their dishes are plates of bark and cedar wood. Their 
drinking vessel is the shell of the calabash. Their spoons and 
knives were muscle shells. Their pipes were made of long reeds, 
and the bowl wns of horn. 

One ~ n i g l ~ t  smile, to know the fact of their surprise at ourfire- 
Jim, LLgiving out light enough to sl~om the way !" One night, they 
frightened all the soldiers on guard, at Fort Christina, so that t h q  
thought they "were enemies advancing with ligl~ted matches." 

One cannot but feel a rnelnncho!j pleasure, in sympathy with one 
of the Swedish ministers, w110, in writing home of his regrets at  the' 
loss of the Swedish rule here, says, with exultation, " we Ilave, bow- 
ever, retained some lastin menlorials of our glorious Queen-such 
as the Christina cl~urch, 5 hristina I~undred, Christina creek, Chris- 
tina ferry and bridge," &c. But, das, even Mese Ilave since been 
perverted to Cfiristiana. 

" T h e  records d Upland," a folio cap book of one hundred and 
eighty-eight pnges NS.,.hnving been lent to me by the Logan family, 
I have made the follow~ng extracts and mtit in from the same, with 
a view to show the elate and action of society, in that primitive day:. 
say from the year 1676, wl~en the ndtninistration of Governor Andross 
began on the Delaware, dowtl to the year IGSl, when it began to be 
the province of Pennsylvania, under W-illiam Penn. I preserve the 
wants  of the pri~nitive inldknnts,  as mngistrates, jurors, Iandholdere 
and parties in court, as they appear from tinle to time, for the sake 
of showing, by their mmes, the origin of many family names, still 
among us, or par~ially altered. T h e  ob'ect herein is to preserve, so i! h r  as pncticnl~le now, an insight into t ways and doings of the 
little community of primitive settlers, who began this now' nffluent 
and rosperous country, nt a period anterior to the arrival of Penn 
and f lis colonists. The  book from which I extmct will, I trust, be 
deposited in the Loganion library, as 5 venerable relic of anriquity 
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T h e  Look opens with a court, held "at1 Uppland, in Delaware 
river," by the authority of the sovereign lord, Chnrles II., on the 14th 
November, 16'76. 

Then follows the authority of " Edmond Andtoss, Eq., S e i p e m  
of Sausmarcy, lieutenant and governor genernl, under his highness, 
James, duke of Yorli and Albany. 

Peter Cock, Peter Riunbo, Ismel Helm, Lace Andries, Oele Swen 
and Otto Ernest, [all Swedish names,] are made "justices," and are 
inducted under oath by the commissioners, Capbin John Colier 
from w11ich we have the nume, probably, of Colier7s hook] and 

Lapwin ~ d t n o n d  CantweII, [from which r e  have the name of Cnnt- 
well's bridge.] 

Their power under Governor Andross reads thus, viz., "to be 
justices of the peace for the space of one year, and any three or 
more of them to be acourt of judicature, and to nct according to law 
nnd the trusr reposed in them." 

At same time Ephnim Hennnn is constituted L L ~ h k e  of the . 
court of New Cnstle, and also of the court att Uppland in the river." 

Then follorvs, in three and a half pnges, a record of the ins&- 
tiom of Governor Andross, comprised in twelve nrticles. Some of 
them to this effect, viz. T h e  book of lnws as prnctixd in New 
York to be also practiseJ in this river and its precincts. T o  hnve 
three courts--''one at New C w t l e 4 n e  above att Uppland, unothet 
below att the Whorekill."Each to have the power of a court of 
sessions, nnd to decide dl matten under 8 2 0  without apped. In 
cues  above 320, and for crime extending to life and limb or bnnish- 
ment, to d m i t  of appeal to the court of assizes. Cnses under 36 
value, may be determined by the court without a jury, unless desired 
by the parties, [only two or three cmes of juries occur,] ns nlso mat- 
ters of equity. T h e  court of New Cnstle to be held ~nonthly-that 
of Uppland und Whorekill to be qunrterly, "or ojhzer if occnsion." 
All records to be kept in Englisl~. T o  be a high 8l1eriK for the 
town of New Castle, river, and bay, and he to make under sherifh 
A11 mtes and levies to be ~nade  by the court with the approbation of 
the governor, to be first obhined. I t  is rccon~rne~zded, that all mat- 
ters under 3 5  be settled by nrbitrntion, by the cottscd oftkcparties, 
and thus avoid the necessity or use of overseers and constnbles' courts. 

T h e  same nlithority orders and nppoints, that in cnses of grants 
of h d ,  that any persots desiring land shall make npplication to the 
court, which shall give order therein und certify to the governor, 
" far arty laad not tuken upp nnd improved-in fitt proportions not 
exceeding fifty acres per hend, unless upon ea rn  occosious, where 
more mily be allowed." Thereupon to gnn t  a certificate of survey, 
which survey, when made, must be sent to New York for the go- 
vernor's approbation, and to erpresa therein the proportions of upland 
and mendow, so that all mny have an equal chance for proportionable 
shares. Such was the original scheme of nllotinentrr of Innds, which 
apperu to have been diopenscd gatw to d l  applicants intending w 
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take up  and improve the same. When William Penn arrived, he 
had a price per hundred acres with their quit rents, and which was 
of course something in the n a y  of cost, to any then unprovided, for 
Swedes, or others of the former inhabiimts. For the sake of a con- 
densed view of the lands applied for at court tenns, I shdl hereinafter 
give a list, sl~owing the times, names and qualities so granted, and 
their location, when expressed. T h e  reader will soon hare occasion 
to 0bsen.e that the same names are not carefully spelled with the 
same letiers. Names too are written hmiliarly, as h e  for Law- 
rence, and Clues ior Nicholas, &c. Surnames too, ending with 
sell and son, is the son of-thus Hendriksen is the son of Hendrik. 
T h e  n a n ~ e  of Cock, is since Cos, and Swen, is since Swanson. 
H e  cmnot faii also to rernark how g e ~ ~ e n l l y  the grounds of action 
are deenied good, by the verdicts going generally for the plaintifTs. 

T h e  court ordered "that Mr. William Tom, the former clarke, 
should deliver unto the present clarke, Ephrairn Hernron, the records 
and other public bookes and wrytings, belonging to this court" 
At same time the court ordered that execution should be granted 
against all debtors to said William Tom, for his just fees due in 
former actions, ctc. [This Mr. Tom, gave name to Tom's river.] 

Justice IsraeI Helm, d i e d  recompense '' for baving served the 
river [inhabitants] often, and at  sundry times, os an interpreter with 
the Indians for Captain Cantwell." T h e  same was referred to the 
governor. 

T h e  court resolve to write a letter to thegovernor upon the follow- 
ing topics, viz. : T o  ask his honour to conrnn the order about the 
wolves' heads. T o  order a means of repaying court costs and their 
distance of travel as justices. They  state the former charge of court 
as it occurred at the house or place of Neelrs Laerson, "for the 
cllarges of keeping a court, and for justices' diet there, 452 gilders, 
of which Captairi Cantwell has pnid 200 gilders, leaving 252gildem 
still due." 

T h e  court adjourned until the second Tuesday in March next, 
and no soonor, ~ I J  rewon of the winter season, and so to be kept 
quarterly. 

At a court 11eltl at Uppland in Delaware river, the 13th March. 
A. D., 1676-7. Present, Peter Cock, Peter Rnmbo, Isnel Helm, 
Lack Andries nnd Otto Ernest, justices. Captaiu Edn~ond Cant- 
well, high sherill: 

Justice Israel Helm, plaintiff-Oele Oelsen, defendant.-The 
defendant in an abusive and malicious manner beat and struck the 
justice, and with scandalousaords did evil entreat him. No defend- 
ant present, the action was Iaid over to next term, and then if 
neglected to go by default. 

Morien Rlorrenson us. Mouns Stnelte, for killing his ox; and for 
personal assault and battery. CotUinued by the court, and in mean 
time it is recommended to the parties to compoze the differenca 
themselves. 
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Anthony NeaIson us. Lace Dnlboo, the plainti5 not appearing, o 
nonsuit ordered and costs. 

T h e  petition of Johannes de Haes, concerning his Iru~ds patented 
under Governor Lovelace, laying in the boght (bite or bend) between 
Oele Frnnsen and Nnnman's creek, a survey is ordered. 

The  charge of keeping the court a t  Neales Laewenys house, and 
for the diet of the justices and commander, amount to 100 gilders, 
and ordered paid. Adjourned to second Tuesday in June. 

Connected with the preceding court wuu a meeting held by the 
co~nmander, Captain John Colier, upon the occasion of the news of 
the Sinneco [Seneca] Indians coming down to fetch  he Suque-  
hanna, that were nmong these river Indians. Upon the suggestion 
and advice of Rinowehan, the Sachomore, it mas deemed best for 
thc quiet of thc river, h a t  Caplain Colier and Justice Helm, should 
go up to Sachanren'n, where at  present many Sinneco and o the~  

. Indians are, and that they endeavour to persuade the whole m e m -  
b l q e  to send severally a deputy to his honour, the governor, at  New 
York, and that Justice Helm go with them as interpreter. T h e  
Indians continued in council four days, and incurred an expense of 
250 gilders, which was paid. Thus  the place of "the Treaty-tree" 
wns then used as a treatyplaee. 

At a court held the 13th June, 1677. Present six justices. Ed- 
mond Cantwell us. John Ashmen, demands eight hundred pounds 
of tobacco, for his surveying fees for two trncts of land and their 
patents, &.-so ordered. 

Albert Hendricks us. Andries Bertelf. demands uav for killine his 
boar, which had become fierce and 'cruel-both parties 10-bear 
equnl loss. 

Andries Homman vs. Lace DaIboo, demands redress for being 
beaten by Dalboo, on his own land-referred to another court term. 

T h e  high sheri8indites Richard Dbcket, the servant of Lace Cock, 
for his commerce with a certain mulatto woman. T h e  fact being 
confessed, it was ordered he should ~ndntnin the child when he 
should be free. 

Lace Cock vs. John Ashrnan, claims sisteen ells of serge for a 
block horse and a mare-confirtned and so ordered by the court. 

John Stille us. John A s h e n ,  claims a bill debt of twelve hundred 
and fifiy pounds of tobacco of Chop!ank-judgement for plaintiff 

his Stille is the ancestor of the present Stille family.] 
Justice snel Helm us. Oele Oelsen, alins Cock, for an assnult Order" r 

and battery, and begs as a member of the court, his respect may be 
maintained; after hearing witnesses of Lace Coleman and debates 
of both sides-fined the nssaulter 210 gilders, sixty thereof for the - 
church-the rest to the sheriff-and then to ask forgiveness of the . 
injured party in court. T h e  same being done, 150 gilders of the 
snrne were remitted. 

The  widow of Thomas Jeacock us. John Ashman, claims one 
thsusand pounds of tobacco for a horse--so ordered. 
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W~llinm Tom us. Jnn Comelissen, for clerk fees, in the action of 
Peter JegoG. 

Neeles Laersen vs. John Test, complains thnt Test hns been 
troublesome to his son about a knife, nnd dejires to know the reason 
thereof; upon hearing parties, court determine no cause of action, 
and that the parties be reconciled, which \vns done in couh  T h e  
plnintilf to piy clerk's and sherifT's fees. 

Andries Uoen vs. Moens Smecket, complains ha t ,  when at Badstoe, 
he wns abused and b d e n  by him. T h e  defendant desired a fnvour- 
able censure of the court, ns that he  was in drink-fined 100 
gilders. 

Cnptain Hans Inrgrs, is ordered to wnm the men belonging to his 
company, and with them to fit upnnd finish the / m e  of defme at 
Upland, fit for the couxt to sit in, by the time of the next court 
[This sho\vs that the captain had citizens enrolled for g e n e d  defence, 
nnd that they had a block-house which might answer for a court 
room. Before this they used the privnte house of Neeles Lnerson.] 

A petition signed by twenty-four indiviclunls, of Swedish families, 
born in this country, nslc one hundred ncres each, to fonn a settle- 
ment just below the frills--referred to the governor. 

T h e  court take into considerntion the levy or poll-kns, for defray- 
ing public expenses, and after calling over the list of tydable, (tithe?) 
inhabitnnts, ordered that there be messed nnd paid by each nnd 
every of them, 26 gilders. T o  be paid, in wheat, at 5; or if in rye 
and barley, at  4 gilders the scipple; or if in Indinn corn, nt 3gilders; 
if in tobacco, nt 8 stivers per pound; or if in pork,at 8; or in bacon, 
at 16 stiven per pound; or else in wampum; or skins at current 
prices. 

T h e  high sheriB is charged with this collection, and in cnse ot 
default, to distmin the snme. Then  follows a list of 136 tydables, 
(tmnbles 1)  iricluding their sous nnd servants-being the whole num- 
ber then within the jurisdiction of the court in Uplnnd. What a 
little community of fiefathers then, to begin the mighty common- 
wenlth we now possess! Notice, too, that wampum then was an 
nctud money notier in tmffic! T h e  whole list consists of Swedish 
names, snve about one dozen of more Anglified form-such as Robert 
Wade, Richnrd Noble, Henry E h ~ i n g s ,  William Woodmnn, Thomna 
Denny, Tl~omns Harwood, Peter Freemnn. T h e  nnrnes are classi- 
fied thus, viz. : nt Tnoknninlc, 66; at  Cnrkoens-hoek,24; nt Uplnnd, 
17; nt Marr (Mnrrities?) Kill, 19  ; acd at Eastern shore, 10-total, 136. 

A letter from GOV. Andross, of dnte 14th Au y s t ,  1677, is received, 
lend and recorded, authorizing ar'd directing the pwcImse, of the 
Indians, of a srnnll tmct of land, not yet purclmed, bc it is said," of 
nbout two miles length along the river, between the lnte purchnse ' 

up to the Fnlls-to the end thnt the snme may be settled. H e  also 
requires thnt returns be made of nll Innds, heretofore possessed, unto 
the clerk of the couh  

At a court held the 12th of March, 1677-8, six judges present 



Luke Vatson, by Edward Cantwell, his attorney vs. John Grny: 
none of the parties appearing, a nonsuit was ordered. 

John Adnrns, in behalf of his mnster, Will Dervall, the attorney 
of John Foster, in action John Gmy,wlto owes 7706 pound8 
of tobacco to John Foster, of the island of Barbadoes, to I)e delivered 
at the \Vl~orekill-judgement ordered against defendant 

Daniel Linsey vs. John Johnson-the coun find both parties 
faulty, and order defendant to pay the debt; and ns for cvtntering 
the cow and the sows, the plaintiff enSged to allow the s a m e e a c h  
to pay half the costs. 

Johannes De Haes vs, Wm. Onan, clnrms a balance for goods-- 
claim affirmed. 

Robert Hutcl~inson appeared, and declared tlaat he there assigned 
to Israel Helnt, his man-serwnt, Wllliatn B r ~ ~ . ~ ~ f i e l d ,  for the term 
of four years, he paying h in~  1200 gilders ; at the same time, the 
mid servant promised h~ithfully to serve his new master. 

Ordered that 100 acres of land be added to the tract held for the 
lnill at Cnrkoen creeke. [This eume place is often called Cnrkoen 
hoek-and hock means what we now call /too/;, and is often herein 
found contlecled with a creek; but it 1s believed properly to express 
a lend, a cove, l i h  n /wok.] 

Anthony Nealson Long ptesented William Goa, a servant, whom 
he had bought of Moens Peterson, for h ree  years, and asked hia 
confirmation. 

Hans Juriansen Kien, (Kean,) of Taokanink, (Tacony,) appeared 
and acknowledged his deed to his brother, Jonas J. Kien, (Kean,) 
for 200 acres, being his one-sixth portion of the original 1200 acres 
gmnted to six inhabitants for the t o m e  of Upland, [i. e. ChesterJ 
near the creek ; and this lot, lying between the houses and lots of 
James Sanderling and Jurian Kien. Then also appeared Jonas J. 
K e n ,  and made over by deed the same tmct to John Test, late of 
London, merchant. [This Test became the first sherir of Philadel- 
phia] At same time 11s also conveyed to the same John Test, o 
certain new block kouc;e, near the wuter side of the said creel;. [It 
is possible that llocl; house may not necessarily mean a defensive 
place, ns now, but may have been intended merely lo cxpress o 
house made of blocks or bop of wood.] Then also appeared Joh~ i  
Test, and conveyed the same premises unto ;\lnmmadulce Randall, 
of London, merchant. 

Neeles Rlatlson reconveys to James Sanderling, a pntent for land 
gmnted by Gov. It. Nicolls, in 1668, on the nor111 side of the Kill, 
nest and adjoining to Israel Helrn and Jorst Daniels. 

On application of John Moll, president at New Cas~le, calling for 
WIII. Oritin Smith, an absconded debtor, he is ordered to be appre- 
hended and sent back. 

Neeles Lnerson's bill for use of his house and diet for courts ia 
allowed at 75 gilders. 

Court adjourned till second Tuesday of June, and o special meet- 
ing for a levy the I st April. 
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At a court. of Upland, held nt the house of Justice Peter Cock, in 
the Schuylkill, the 3d April, 1673, present four justices-when they 
tix and determine the nssessment and taxes, &c., with the sheriff, 
and ordered it recorded. 

Adam Molt us. Jan  Clanssen--a demand of 1300 pounds of to- 
bacco--affirmed. 

John Schnckerly us. Jan  C1aossen-a debt of f325 15-action laid 
o v k  

John Adams us. Christopher Barnes--ash judgement qninst  his 
plantation and crop of corn, for n debt of 1494 gilders, on mortgage 
-granted, and the value to be ascertained by appraisers named, and 
the defendant in court to make delivery. 

Ephraim Herman us. Laurentius Carolus-demands fees as clerk 
of the court, 142 gilders-pay promised in October, and the plaintiJ 
is content. 

Capt  Edmund Cantwellus. NeelesLaerson-fordefamntion,~lOO. 
Before trial, N. Laerson asked forgiveness in court, with which the 
captain was satisfied. At same time the court orders that N. Lnerson 
shall repay 130 gilders, collected for head money, boll  tas,] in New 
Castle district, by alleqed mistake. 

Jan Cornelissen, of Amesland. complains to the court that his son 
Erick is berefi of his natural senses, and is turned quite mad, and he 
not being able to maintain him, it was ordered that three or four per- 
sons be hired to build a little block house, and there to confine him 
--expenses to be provided for in the next levy or tax. 

Carell Junsen, of Marreties-hoeck, in Delnware river, (is not this 
the origin of Marcus-hook?) appears in court to acknowledge con- 
veyance of land at  Marrities-hoeck, adjoining to land of Jan  Hen- 
drickson, sold unto Morgan Druit, of London, mariner, 

Jan Hendrickson appeared and acknowledged n deed or transport 
m t o  Roger Peddrilc, of his land at the west side of Delaware river, 
as called and X7tozan by the name of Mnrreties-hoeck-the whole 
tmct of Marreties-hoeck land being ,mnted and confirmed by patent 
from Gov. Andross, on the 28th March, 1676, unto the six possessors 
thereof, viz. : Charles Jansen, Oele Rnessen, Hnns Oelsen, Oele 
Neelsen, Hans Hoffman, and Jan Hendricks-the whole containing. 
1000 acres. 

Severnl actions are withdrawn, and mutually settled amicably. 
A tax or levy of five gilders er head ordered, and to include P every person upon Tinnzconck is and. 
Adjourned to the 2d Tuesday of September. 
At a court held Nov. 12, 1678, present five justices-- 
William Orian us. John D. Haes--demnnds 167 gilders In ac- 

count, and cmves R jury ; they being empanelled, brought in a ver- 
dict for 159 gilders, and the court suspends deterininallon till next 
court. 

Oele Dirksen us. Evert Aldrets-for a debt of 71 eilders4ffirmed. 
Rodger Peddrick us. Hnns Oelsen-n action fo;ossault and bat- 
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tery; striking him in the open street with an axe handle. There 
being no witnesses, and the defendant utterly denying the fact, the 
plaintiF also refusing to swear it, the court c o d l  not come Co airy 
judgement, but order future peace, under severe penalty. 

Walter Wharton vs. Andries--action for 50 ailders, in nheat- - 
judgement ordered. 

James Sanderlins vs. John Edmnnds, of BIarvlnnd-on a claim 
of 1201) pounds tobacco, to be delivered in Great Chaptank river; 
not being paid, he now moves an ottachnent of his great boat or 
shdlop, now at Upland-gnnted, and the vendue master to make 
public sale, and return the same for the use of the plaintin: She 
\\-as sold to John Test for 625 gilders. 

Benjamin Goodman, a servant to Oele Swenson, pmys his free- 
dom, alleging that his master says he has longer to serve. T h e  in- 
denture is ordered, and it being said to be lost, the court adjudges 
that he ought to be free. 

I t  being taken into considentton thnt it mas very necessary that a 
mill should be built in the Schuylkill, [at the present falls of Schuyl- 
kill,] L L  and there being no fitter place than the fdl called Captain 
Hans Moens' falls7'-the court decides that either the captain ought 
to build a mill there, (as he says he mill,) or else surer another to 
build there, for the common good of the parts. 

And upon the request of Jan Shoetan, LLthe court gnnts him o 
small tnct  of marrish, (marsh,) lying at the aforesaid great mill fall, 
at  the end thereof; that is to say, so much ns is fit to mow four 
stacks of hay-and thc said mill fall being a run that comes in the 
Schuylkill.~' [The same running from Redinger's and by Hoper's 
n~ills T h e  writer Im in his possession the deed to Cnpt. AIoens.] 

Laurens Cock appeared and acknowledged his deed of convey- 
- 

ante to Elizabeth Kinsey, of 300 ncres of land, lying in Sachamex- 
in, " on the west side of Delaware river, at the t o m e  or neigh- 
bourhood called a i ~ d ~ - n o l ~ n  by the name of Snchan~erin-the whole 
dividend or quantity of land being 9f late sllrveyed for the blhabil- 
aids of Socl~atnesin in general, and cunfainitg 1600 acres, by which 
resurvey t!le share or interest of the said Laurens Cock, of that ploce, 
amounts to 300 acres-together with the marshes or nleadows, the 
houses, barns. stables, stalls, fences," &c. [The above-mentioned 
conveyance sho\vs the extent of t!~e land wlwrein the celebrated 
Treaty-tree of P e m  so long stood. I t  also seems to S ~ O W  u name 
derived from Sacham, i. e., a place familiar as a convening place for 
61dia72, chifls; and these pilgcs show that the &necas had before 
assembled there us a preferred or chosen spot.] 

T h e  court ordered thnt every landholder should improve and make 
pssable the road from neighbour to neighbour with bridges, where 
needful, so that neighbours on occasion may come. together-tliosc: 
t~eglecting, to forfeit 25 gilders. 

Peter Putco conveys by deed his land to Harmon Jansen. 
T h e  limits and division between this and New C~at le  county ore 



settled by this court, and John Moll, president of New Castle court, 
viz. : " This coudy of Uphad to begm from the north side of Oele 
Fransen's creek, alias Steen kill, lying in the boght (bite?) above 
the Yedrietige-hoeck, and from the sn~d creek over to the Single tree 
loin4 on the east side of this river." [Who now can ~nork those 

Iimita by my of the names of plaar set down!] 
The court orders that the five gilders' fax be paid within fourteen 

days, ns a means to pay court charges, &c. ; and that each person 
bring the same to Tinnecong island, and pay it there to Orto Ernest 
Cock ; and to give due notice, this shall be fixed up at the &ureltes 
of Wicaco and Tinnecong. 

Complaint being made by the chwchwardens, that Neelw Laerson 
[at whose house the courts were held] had Inken in some of the 
cl~urch glebe, m'th the lots which he had bought of the domine, 
Lase Carolus, here in Upland tome-it is ordered he shall have 
hi own due and restore the rest to the church. 

James Sanderling, in behalf of the rest of the inhabitants of Uplnnd, 
(Chester uow,) complains that Neelw Lnerson stops with his fence 
the old and usual way to tIrcJy [to the meadom]-it is ordered that 
he open the way os formerly. 

The court adjourns till 2d Tuesday of March. 
Then follow several returns of warrants of survey put on record, 

as done and reported by Walter Whartm, the sumqor, and which 
are ordered to be sent to the office (of lands) in New York. [Thi - 
name begins probably the family of tl~at surname among us, and from 
his dewendants came the old log-house, floated up the Delnmare from 
Chester, and planled near Ihc Swedes' cliurch, and still standing in 
lowly style as a relic, little known of olden time. He died about 
the same time, nnd Richard Noble wns made surveyor in his place.] 

Some of the trncte may be thus noticed, to wit: 
A tmct of LOO acres, lnid out for Michell Izord, cdled S d g u i n ,  

on the north-east side of Stille's creek. 
A trnct of 100 acres, laid out for Anthony Nielson, dins Long, 

called Long, between Crurn kill and Stille's kill. 
A tmct of 417 ncres, laid out for James Sanderland and Laurens . 

Cock, called Poetquessink, lying along that creek, &c. 
A tmct of 300 acres, laid out for Peter Rambo, Jr., a place on the 

north-east side of Pennapxkes creek, called Rant's d q .  
A tmct of 100 acres, laid out for Jacob Hendrickson, cdled Ja- 

cob's lot, on the eost side of Crim's creek. 
A tract of 200 acres, lnid out for Henry Hastings, called Hasting9 

hope, above Poetqucssir~k creek, next to land of James Sanderland. . 
A tract of 400 ncres, laid out for John Test, cnlled the Hopewell 

of Kent, on the south-west side of Upland creek, next to land of 
Albert Hcndricks, called Lemoky. 

At n court held at Upland the 12th nnd 13th of March, 1678-9, 
present four justices and the sheriff< 

Wm. Orinn us. Johannes De Hoes--complnins that the account 



books had been miscopied to his injury, and proves by Do& 
Thomaa Spry, who had once posted them a year before, that altem- 
tions had been made ; the consequence is, that the debtors gainsay 
the accounts aa they now stand-they therefore order nonsuit, on 
the ground that De  Haes does not truly o m  the sum claimed, for 
lack of a due credit. 

Peter Jegou us. Laurentius Cirolus (the domine a minister)- 
demands by order of Cap. J m e s  Bollin, six scipples of wheat? 
which he sometimes promised and then would refuse-the court 
ordered o:~vnient. 

~ve r l ' kd re t s  as. Oele Dircksen. 
Wm. Clarke vs. Joseph Handley. Actions \\,irlldmmn. Robt. Wade vs. John Test. 
Lasse Cock us. Michell Frederick. 7 
Johannes De Haes, by ,yetilion, (a c&nmon mode,) shows that he 

has been arrested by Wm. Orian, and forced to come three times to 
court-on a vesatious pretence, which has already cost him 150 gil- 
ders-the court granted his indemnification to that amount 

James Sanderling in behalf of Marmaduke Rondell,by petition, 
shoas that the estate of Walter Wharton, deceased, is mdebted for 
house rent, in Upland, SO gilders, which are ordered paid ; also, that 
he owes to himself 128 gilders-which he also deemed fully proved, - - - 
and ordered paid. 

Edmilnd Dnufton us. I h n c k  Willims--on a demand of 200 
gilders for teaching Dunck's children to read the Bible--employed 
one year, and \\.as to have that sum by agreement, even if they 
lenrned sooner-judgement ordered. 

Wm. Clarke, of Neshaminies vs. Jan Hendrickson-the plaintiff 
having entered m cleckzrdion ; upon request of defendant, the plain 
tif is nonsuited. 

Pelle Ddbo vs. Laurentius Carolus, (the domine) for 65 gilders, 
for sherif and fi!Iarsl~i~L's fees-judgement ordered. 

Rodger Petldrick & Wnl. Hews, joint artners with the rest of 
the inl~abitnnts of Marrities-hoek, (Marcus- R ook,) by their petitinn, 
desire tllnt the land there, 1000 acres, be laid out and equdly shared, 
between all the artners, by dividing equally to each the proportions 
of good and bad f and. T h e  court orders, that the petitioners, or those 
who are dissatisfied with the division, os of old hath been, may at 
their proper cost have the same surveyed and o ha red. 

Moens Staeclct, by petition,con~plains that Andries Boen left open 
the fence of his land, at  Cnlkoen's creek, to his injury-xdered thnt 
he mnke his fence good within four days. 

Dunck Williams, by petition, pnys  a p n t  of four acres of mnrsh 
land, back of his land, at Nieshameenie's creek, in the woods above 
the king's path-gmnted. 

John Shaclcerly vs. Jan Clamon, for a debt, 325 gilders-judge- 
rnent ordered. 

Peter Rambo, Senr., claims n tract of land, at Wiccaco, under o 



Thc Stcerlcs. 245 

grant of this court, but which three of the Swenson's-to w i t  : Oele, 
Swen, nnd Andries,-declare will invade the precincts of their patent 
I t  is ordered that the Smenson's retain their land, and if there be any 
surplus, it may go to P. Ratnbo. 

Rodger Peddrik & Hans Oel~en,  appear, and transport (assign) 
their sevenl lands, at  Marrities-hoek, to Jan Hendriclrsen and Wm. 
Clityton. 

Jans Justasser~ appeared, and verbally acknowledged his deed of 
traqport  of land to Albert Heodricks, lying belwcen Hnnvicke 
creek nnd Middle creek. 

In  consequence of sundry persons, who were assessed 5 gilders 
per head, for defnying public expenses, it is ordered, that if they do 
not pay the same wtltin e i g h ~  days, they shall severally pay 223; 
gilders. 

Neeles Laersen ar whose house the courts were held) was I ordered to make, or eave a lane or street, from Upland creek to 
"tlu house of defettcc, or country house," (block-house,) between 
Lhia and the next courr day, and in d e b ~ d t  to be fined. 

The  court was adjourned to second Tuesday in June, and after- 
wards adjourned win to Sep t  6, and then again to Nov., 1679. 

At a court held at  Upland, 25th and 26th Nov., 1679.-..Present 
four justicrs. 

Peter Bucotn us. Capt. Xtopher Billop (Christopher B.) complains 
that Capt. Billop, (who voyages in a boat from St. Jonses to Bur- 
tington, 50 tniles,) had taken and used his horse for four months, 
he claitns 3 gilders per diem; also for his services six weeks, 420 
gilders. The  defendimt not appearing, though called in three seve- 
ral courts, is adjudged to pay LOSO gilders. [In d ~ i s  and other 
actions James Sonderlin acts os attorney; so, alao, at times, does 
Edtnund Cantwell; but, whether they serve as attorneys in law or 
os in Jact, does no appear; but it would seem as if they act o~ 
attorneys in fact, by reason of the absence of the principal.] 

James Cmwford, of St. George's creek, us. John T e s t  
Niche1 Izard (often spelt Yzard) appeared in behalf of the plain- 

CIF, but the plaintifr no1 having entered any declardon, and not 
appearing the next day by himself or attorney, it wus, upon the. 
request of the defendant, nonsuited. 

Peter Jegou us. Thomils Wright and Godfrey Hancock, in an 
action of t r e s p i  on the case. T h e  plaintiff declares that, in 1668, 
he obtnined a permit. and grant of land, called - L e v  point, lying 
over &against M u h q c o t n  island and Burlington, where he settled n 
h0u.w of cutcrtai7~ment f m  travcllcrs, and there continued till 1670, 
when he was plundered a n d  utterly ruined by the fizdiaits, " as. is 
well known to all the world," and having thus to seek his livelihood 
elsewhere. I t  I~uth since come to p m ,  that by the arrival of "these 
newcomers, called Quakers, out of England," these defendants, 
Thomas Wright and Godfrcy Honcock, have forcibly entered upon 
nis dd lands, and there planted corn, mowed hay, cut timber fo; 
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houses, k c .  T h e  defendants having declared themselves very 
milling to aljide the verdict of the court; the court, after a full 
hearitlg and esaminntion of the papers, do decree, that inasmuch ns 
said Jegou had Gor. Cnrtret'sgrant, and had had pcsession, "before 
ever the lnnd was sold by Sir John Berckley unto Edward Billing, 
nnd for thn. said Jegou had also bought the land, awIpaidil~ 
A~dians for ifre same, he was of right entitled to the land. [This 
same question had before been presented before the aulhorities in 
Burlington, L L  who making nothing of it, the case by their consent 
ar~d these defendants, ~vas  removed to this court at Upland." Thus  
showing how very accommodating and simple were then the princi- 
ples of eqml j~tstice.'"J 

Janies Sanderlin us. John Peen, attaches tobacco for an unsettled 
debt of 163 gilders. 

Ephmim Hern~an, declares his purpose to desist (decline) his grant 
of land before given, so that it may lay open to others, whereupon 
it is requested and granted to Laers Laerson and Oele Coeckoe, 
(Cocke 1) 

John Test us. Eliznbeth Kinsey, demands restitution of five 
beavers left in her trust. [In this cnse John Ashton presents him- 
self os her attorney, in her absence ; but upon her coming, he desires 
to be dismissed and that she may manage the suit herself. H e  says, 
titat she is his mislrcss-4 course, maktng him to be her attorney or 
represeutative in fact, only.] 

John Test  acknowledges conveyance of his lnnd, in Upland, to 
Richard Friends, of Weymouth, in England; whereupon James 
Sanderlin as attorney (in fact) conveys the same tract to Stephen 
Chambers, of the same Weymouth. 

James Snnderlin and Laurens Cock convey their tract of 417, at 
Poetquessinck, to Walter, James and Fnnc is  Forest. 

Jonas Nielson makes proof in court, that he had expended 106 
gilders in the burial of peter Veltscheerden and Christian Snmuels, 
who were nmrdererl by the Indians at  Tinnagcor~g ieli~nd, in 1672. 
Ordered paid. 

John Test declares his conveyance of his trnct at Lanroco, a t  the 
head of Upland creek, to Richard Boverington and Jolm Gru,b, nlso 
his tract, called Hopewell of Kent, to the same persons. 

I t  being represented to the court, by the churcl~\vardens of Tin-  
nacong and Wicaco churches, that the fences about the church- 
yards and the church buildinp are much O I I ~  of repair, and thrct 
tome of the me~lhers are negligent to repair the same. T h e  court 
orders that they be empowered to summons the members to meet 
and to do the said repairs, and that whosoever neglec~s ehnll forfeit 
50 gilders seremlly, to be levied 0111 of their goods. Court nd- 
jo~rrned to second Tuesday of AInrcll nest. 

At a court held the l O h  Rli\rch, 165940.-Present six justices 
Thomas Kerby us. Gilbert Wheeler, clnirns for \\,orti done at four 

gilders per diem, from OctoLcr to January. T h e  defendant says ho 



worked not so long. T h e  debates of both being heard, the court 
adjudges payment for seventy dirys, at 60  stivers per day. 

At same time, Robert Drawton claims for sisty-thee days, mrl 
the court djudges fifty-four days at 60 stivers. 

Andries Boen vs. Edward Williams, had contncted for thirteen 
hundred pounds tobacco, payable in Maryland, which the defendant 
ehunned to deliver, and having found a howe of his now in Upland, 
has attached the same, and now asks a decree of the court for its 
ede, &c., d i i c h  mas ordered, and appraisers appointed to value 
the same. 

Harmon Ennis vs. Andries Homman, demands the hire of n pair 
of oxen for one gear, 45 gilders. T h e  court adjudged 23 gilders 
for a shorter time. 

Sevenl actions are withdrawn, or, by the advice of the court, 
mutually settled. 

T h e  co~lrt declares, that whereas it incurs needftll expense for 
diet, k c . ,  and at same time the law allows 2s. 6 h  for cvsn/.juJge- 
me?& by it given, it therefore resolves, that the under sheriff shall 
collect the same from forty persons named, at 2s. GGd, severally, to 
the amount of $5. [We thus see at what low prices they gave 
their services and atte~ition.] T h e  court adjourned to meet the 
second Tuesday in June nest. 

At n court held the 8th June, 1680.-Present four justices. 
Gunla Bndries, widow of Peter vs. Jonas Nielson, petitions to be 

put in possession of land. at Kingsesse-the court orders the same. 
Upon the peiition of Thomas Fairman, (the after owner of the 

Treaty-tree premises) to have n g n n t  of 200 acres-the court orders 
the same where he may choose. 

It being represented to the court, by the constable, that Claw 
Cmm, lives in adultery with the wife of Bank Sal~lng-it is ordcred 
they shall desist, and in case of noo-compliauce, they shnll be appre- 
hended for the nest court to act upon. 

Richard Noble, the surveyor, he became n sheriff under Penn,] 
made report of seven surveys of 1 and, made by h i~n  for individuals 
named, that they may be sent to the o@e in New York government. 

T h e  court order, that as their former sittings at Uplnnd creek,. 
(Chester,) is at the lower end of the county, they will tliere:;fter, for 
" the most ease of the people," meet and sit at  the t o i m  of King- 
sesse bt the Sch~~ylkill.  

Gunla Andries petitions, that her title to Iand, before disp~lted and 
now settled, may be translated from the Dutch and be put on the 
record of the court in English--gnnted. A part of Iier said land is 
designated by 23 a Scfmtt o j  fence." 

Peter Andries alleges, that the houses of Swen G~lnnnrson are 
standing upon his Iand. T h e  court orders their remood. The  
witnesses are OluK Stilla, (Stille) and Otto Ernest Cock.-Court 
adjourned. 

At a court held at K i ~ ~ p s s e ,  Oct. 13,1650.-Present Gvc juaticw 



Clres C n m  vs. Hnns Peters, in an action of slander, saying he 
was a thief, kc .  Witnesses being examined, and the defendant not 

-being able to make any proof-the court a<juclge that Ileshall declare 
himself a liar, and the plaintir an honest man, and pay 20 gilders. 

RIoens Peterson as. Hans Jurian, in an action for slander. Wit- 
nes3 proved the \rnngling of the parties, and that the defenchnt said. 
You hare broken my calf's leg, and T l ~ o ~ t  ntt a ~ l l o \ r 7 s  111ieT; otltcr 
witueses beitrg needed the case \\-as adjourned. 

Hans Jurian vs. Rloens S~necket, ior assault and battery, done at 
his own door, making him bloody, atid calling for a gun to shoot 
him. T h e  court bind him over to keep the pence for one year, on a 
penalty of S4O. 

John Stille vs. Dirk Jansen. alleres. that the defendant hna marked 
3 " a  

and taken his pigs, found in his cripple or swamp. T h e  defendant 
allows the filct, but denies that dtey could hare been any other than 
his own. The  coua nllows a mistake, and orders a return of them 
w i ~ h  costs of suit. 

Andties Inckhooren (Inkhorn) as. Andries Homman, complilins 
that the defeudant pulled him by the beard nnd twisted his neck, 
and demands the reason and a repantion. A. H., being a consta- 
ble, answered that he went to his house in pursuit of a wl~ore and n 
rogue, and m s  obstructed by him, when he therefore pushed him 
aslde. T h e  court ordered a nonsuit. 

Otto Ernest Cock (Justice) vs. &I. P. Staecket, in nn action of 
slander-had called I~int a hog-thief-the defendant says if that ha  
did, it was in his drink, and humbly asks his pardon-and there- 
upon the justice said he was satisfied, and the suit n'ils dismissed w i ~ h  
paying coe~s. 

Hnns Rloensen and Peter Jocurn vs. Peter Rambo, Senr., com- 
plains thnt Rambo l~olds his Marsh land, and mlts resthion.. Wit- 
nesses declare that they knew Captain Hans Moens, tolrare mowed 
the hay OII some part of thnt Jy. The  court orders the first palent 
under Governor Lovelace to possess the title, and that the defendant 
shill1 possess. [This was at Schuylltil! falls, and I have the deed.] 

T h e  cour~ appoint John Cock and Lasse Dalbo to be overseers of 
roads and fences, for one year. Adjourned to second Tuesday of 
March. 

At a court at IGngsesse, Rlarch 8,16SO-].-Present. three justices. 
Seveml trncts or land granted, and some conveyed by deed. 
At a court at ICingsesc, June 14,1651.-Present three justices. 
Justicc Henry Jones, and Justice George Browne, both fined 310, 

for non-nttendance, ns justices, according to I;I\v; George Brown 
afterwards declared he was hindered hy the freshet in the creek 

Seveml actions mntually settled or witlldmwn. 
Claes Jnnsen brings in the ear-marks for his cattle, and desires 

they mny be recorded-granted. 
The  petition of AIagisfer Jacobw Fabritit~s, (the domine,) p y e  

that the s i p e n  towards his mnintennnce shall be compelled-granted 
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Wm. Warner and Wtn. Orian, purcliilsers of land of the Indians, 
lying in Scl~uylliill, (Blockley now,) being 335 gilders, p n y  that 
the other settlers there shaI1 repay them their sevenl proportions 
say ei@t persons, 15OO acres-gmnted. 

An individual at  the Falls, is tined 2 4  for selling liquor to the 
Indians. Adjourned to second Tuesday of September, lCiS1, and in 
mean time, the government isclianged and tnnsferred lo Wm. Penn, 
by an nrder, recorded, from Anthony Broclil~trlls, acting governor of 
New York, under date of 21 June, 16S1, and cotnmnnding the peo 
ple to oley William Rlarkham, deputy governor," under the new 
government of Pennsylvania. 

A list of sundry of the lands applied for and gnnted gratis, by 
the court of Upland, acting under the governmenl of Sir Edmund 
Androw, from 1676 to 1GS1, to wit: 

At court of 11111 September, 1677. 
Epllnim Herman (clerk of the court) and Pelle Rambo, 300 acres 

each, np the river, between Pennepekm and Poequessin creeks. 
Cliristinn Claesse, 100 acres next to Michel Shoemaker's land. 
Jan Schoeven, 100 acres up the wesl side of h e  Scliuylkill. 
Richard Ducliet, LOO acres up the east side of the Scl~uylkill. 
John Rlattson, Swen Lom, Lace Dalboo, 100 acres each, at Weis- 

mkitlionk, now \Vissnhiccon. 
Pelle Dalboo, 200 acres, just above Tacaminik. 
Jan Claasson, Paerde Cooper, 300 acres in Nishnmminies creek, 

next to land of James Sanderling, two miles up. 
Thomas Jacobse, 100 acres up Nishamminies creek, next to 

Clartssen's. 
William Jeacox, 100 acres up Nishamminies creek, next to Clnas- 

sen's. 
Lnce Cock and James Sanderling, 100 acres each, up  above 

Poequmink. 
Captain Hans Moens, 300 acres up Pennepak creek. 
Anthony Nedson m d  Michell Yzard, each 100 acres up above, 

in Crornk,;l. 
Benjamin Goodman, 100 acres up Schuylkill, next to Richard 

Duckel's. 
Laers Lnersen and Hans Peterson, 100 acres each, up above the 

Mill in Ameslnnd creek, and the place called Mol~erl~uling. 
At a court of 13th November, 1677 
Peter Rambo, 260 acres, between the land of Wicaco and land of 

Jurian Hartsvelder. 
Lace Coleman, Pelle Laerscn and Peter Erickson, 100 acres each, 

near the Falls of the Schuylkill. 
Andries J. Inckhoeren, 200 acres in [he Schuylltill, just before 

Beaver island. 
Lnce and Oele Dalbo, 200 acres in h e  Schuylkill, just before 

Beaver island. 
At a court of 3d April, 1675. 

VOL. 11.- 2 G 



250 The Ebedes. 

Tholnas Nwitur, 200 acres. William h e r ,  200 acrea. 
At a court of November 12th. 1GiS. 
Oele Coecker, 300 acres. Henry Tedway, 300 acres. 
illatthias Clms~en  Holstein, 100 acres. Edrnund Dmuflon, I00 

acres. 
William Orian, 100 acres. Ephruim Herman, 100 acres. 
Matthew Allin, 100 acres. 
At a court of 12111 Rlarch, 16iE-9. 
John Snowden, 100 acres. Hendricks Jacobs, 100 acres. 
Jacobus Fabritius, 300 acres. Jur im Hartsvelder, 100 acres. 
At a court of 20th Ynrch, 1679. 
IVillianl Woodniancy, 100 acres. Peter Nealson, 100 acrea 

William Clayton, 200 acres. 
At a collrtof 6th June, 16SO 
William Clarke, 200 acres. Peter Cock, 200 acres. Thomne 

Foirman, 200 acres. Neeles Jonnssen, 200 acres. Joseph Hardly 
100 acres. Richard Tucker, 100 acres. 

p h e  foregoing present about half of the wllole list, and are here 
given as ~pecimens.] 

T h e  Swedish documents sent by our minister, Mr. Russell, from 
Stockholn~ to the Philosophical Society, present two old deeds from 
Queen Christina, for lands at Cheder and Philadelphia, of which I 
have a copy, to wit: 

Donation to Captain John Anlundson Besh, made by decree of 
Queen Christina, dnted Stockholm, August 20t11,1653 f '  tbat in 
corlsidemtion of the z e d  and fidelity of the brave and courageous 
Captain John A. Besli, and because he hns engaged to serve us with 
equal zeal so long as he shall live, we therefore accord and  rnL Ilimself, his wife, and to his heirs, and their heirs, a tract of Ian in New 
Sweden extending to Upland Kyll, to keep and possess the same 
for ever as his inviolable property." [This tmct of land is said to be 
considered ns beginning at, and appemining to, what is now cnlled 
Marcus Hook, and extended up LO Chester, built upon Upland creek.] 

At same time and date, a similar grent of the queen, is made to 
Lieutenant Swen Shute, as follows, to wit: August 20d1, 1653 : 

For and in considention of the good and impor~ant services rendered 
to us, by the bnve and colmgeous Lieutennnt Swen Shuie, and 
because he has engnged to serve us faithfully so long as he shnll live, 
we therefore give and @ant to himself, his wife, and his 'heirs, a 
tmct of country in New Sweden, viz. : MoclcorI~ultey-IqU, as far as 
the river, togelher with the small island belonging thereto, viz. : the 
island of Karirrgc, imd IGnsessing, comprehending also I'assurning, 
to kecp iind possess the same for ever, os his inviolable property. . ct of land is given to the person and name of him who wtu YhiS l'" t le proper origirlnl owner of the locality called Philadelphia, and 
covered the grad known by the nnme of Wiccaco. His name in 
time came to be called Swan, and afterwards Swanson, i. e., son of 
Swan.] 
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The d i e s t  dates of rnese Swedih  papers are 1640, and seem to 
~e fe r  to an earlier colonization. 

T h e  early Dutch and Swedes1 papers published in Hazard's Re- 
gister, from the MS. in the Historical Society, nre not interesting to 
me for ertncts. Besides these, mere s e v e d  extracts from the 
Xnutes  of Council, extracted by Mr. Sargent 

I here add some facts concerning lhicum, once a plnce of head 
quarters to the Swedish authorities, to wit: 

Tinicum consists of b i  and little Tinicum islands. T h e  larger is 
nine miles round, three long, and one m d  a half wide, and has twenty- 
six houses. I t  was on this island stood the fortress of New Gotten- 
burg, m d  near it Printz's hdl, (the t~lansion of Governor Printz,) and 
sundry houses and grounds of the S w e d ~ ~  T h e  honse occupied by 
the governor is mid by tradition to be the same now standing on the 
upliid. I t  beus  many interior marks of great anticpity, much of it 
was burnt by fire in 1522. T h e  island now is worth 150 to 200 dol- 
lars an acre, nnd the whole island iy worth $400,000, but in 1696, it 
was nll sold for 3500. It originally contained but five hundred acres, 
but now, by embanking and reclaiming from the water, it conloins 
twenty-seven hundred ncres, and is rendered ~nuch  more hedthy, and 
free from fevers and ague. T h e  smaller island, '&little Tinicum," 
fronts the other, out in the Delaware, \\*as dry and embanked before 
the revolution, but in 1777 our people opened the banks to river 
invasion, to prevent its use by the British winst Mud fort, and it 
still is flooded in high tides. 

T h e  following few hcts concerning the Swedes, the earliest arU- 
votors of our soil, mny be \\.orthy of some brief notices, to wit: 
Penn's letter says the Swedes and Fins came soon after the Durcl~; 
while the latter pursued traflic the others turned to husbatdiy, 
settling chiefly about the fresher, of @e river Delawnre. Such 
as Penn saw them, they were a plnin, strong, and indusmrious people, 
but had made no grent improvements. Their houses were full of 
fine children. 

Numbers of Swedes lived about Kensington und on Gunner'a 
creek, before the nrrival of Penn. They had gmnts of land from 
Alexander Henoyon, the governor of New York, as early as 1664, 
that is the date of the deed to old Peter Cock for Shackamaxon. 
On that creek, three-fourths of a mile from its mouth, now so dimi- 
nifihed, they once built large sloops, nnd aftenvards a brig at its mouth. 

T h e  Swedes dwelt in numbers on Tinicum, calling the place 
New Gottenburg At their church there, the first corpse ever buried 
was Catltnrine, daughter of Andrew Hunson, October 24, 1646. 

A11 h e  Swedes,settled along the Delaware, used to go in their 
canoes from long distances to the church upon Tinicum island. They 
did the same in visiting the primitive log ch~lrch at Wiccnco, nlmoet 
dl their conveynnces were preferred by water. There wns o store 
upon Darby to which they nlwo;rs went by water, even when the 
land route was often nearest. 



T h e  old Swedish inhabitants were said ro be very w c ~ ~ f u l  in 
nising chick turkeys; ns soon as hatched they plunged theln into 
cold water, and forced them to swallow a whole pepper corq-they 
then returued them to the rnot'uer, and they became as hardy os a 
hen's chick. When they found them drooping, their pmctice was tc 
examine the rump feathers, and such two or three as mere found 
filled with blood were to be dnwn, and the cllick would revive and 
thrive. 
Kdm, the Swedish tmveller, who mas here anlong his country- 

lneu in 1748, has le f~  us such notices as follows concerning them, 
to wit: 

T h e  ancient Swedes used the sassafms for tea, and for a dye. 
From the persinon tree they made beer and bnndy. They called 
the mullein plmt the Indian toh icco ; they tied it round their arms 
and feet, as a cure when they had the we. They made their 
cimdles genenlly from the bayberry bushes; the root they used to 
cure toothache; from the bush they also made an agreeable smell- 
ing soap. The  magnolia tree they made use of for various nledi- 
cinal purposes. 

T b e  l~ousesof the first Swedish settlers mere very indifferent; they 
consisted of but one room ; the door wos so low as to require you to 
stoop. Instead of window panes of glass they had litde boles, before 
which a sliding board was put, or, on other occasions they had isin- 
g l m  ; the cncks between logs were Glled with clay ; the chimneys, 
in a comer, were genemlly of g n y  sandstone, or for want of it, some- 
times of mere clay ; the ovens were in the same room. They had 
at  Grst separate stubles for the cattle ; but after theEnglish came and 
set the example, they left their cattle to surer in the open winter air. 
The  Swedes more vests and breeches of skins ; hats were ]lot used, 
but little caps w i h  flaps before them. They made their own leather 
and shoes, wifh soles (like nloccasons) of the sante materials as the 
tops. T h e  women, too, wore jackets and petticoats of skins; their 
beds, excepting the sheets, were of skins of bears, wolves, kc .  
Hemp they had none, but they used flax for ropes and fishing tackle 
This rude Etate of living wns, however, in the country places prin- 
cipally, and before the English came, who, rough os they must have 
also lived for a time, ~ u g l i t  a comparative state of luxury. ' 

The  Swedes seem, however, to have retained an hereditary attach 
ment to skin gnrments, for within the memory of the aged Mrs. S 
she had seen old Mtuntz Stille, down the Passyunk road, in hie 
cnlfskin vest and jacket, and buckskin breeches. 

Many Swedes settled along the wesfern side of the Schuyllcill. 
Matthias Holstein, a primitive settler in Upper Merion, toolc up one 
thousnnd acres here. Mauntz Rambo, an nged Swede, alive about 
sixty years ago, born near the Swedesy ford, u w  a celehmted hunter 
in h ~ s  day; he killed numerous deer in the neighhourl~ood in hi8 
time-once he shot a panther which he found attempting to attnck 
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hie dog. H e  remembered many Indians still among them, in hl - 
youngir days. 

Mv friend. Maior M. Holstein. fond of his Swedish descent. tells 
~~ ~ - - -  , ~ - - - -  

me, h a t  whkn h> went to the s;vedesY church, in hlerion, ns a boy, 
rill the men and women m e  there on horseback, arid d l  the momen 
wnre LLsafe-g~ard petticoats,)' which they took off and hung along 
tLe fence. 

His grandmother, born at  Molothan, four miles from Pottsgrove, 
remembered the Indiansonce about them, and that she herself, when 
young, had been carried some distance on a squaw's back, They 
then did all their travelling by canoes on the Schuylkill. When 
~ ~ ~ a r r i e d ,  she and her wedding friends came down to the Swede's 
ford in their canoes. I n  the same manner they always made their 
visits to Philadelphia. 

In  1631, the Swedes built a fort at " Fort point," the present esiate 
of Benjamin Holnies, in Elsinborough. I t  was fronting upon the , 

I)elawere, and not up Salem creek. I t  WM at this place they found 
tlle parent stock of the Ehinborough native grape. They built another 
at  Yinnsport New Jersey, opposite to Fort Delaware. They nlso 
built a fort at Elsinborough, which was afterwords destroyed by the 
Renappi Indians. 

T h e  Swedes seuled several daces on the Morris river. at  Bucks 
hutem, Dorchester and ~eesbu&;  at  the first place they hid aahurcb, 
but now all have disappeared, so that no Swediih names remain. 
Their graves, however, are still seen at  Leeshurg, on the brink of thq 
river. 

At S-dem, one can still see remains of the earliest brick houses ; 
they may be known, by being regularly intermixed with the glazed 
brick, always one-story high, w i ~ h  high double roofs. They are now 
generally raised into two-stories, without the glazed brick in the 
upper stories, and at  the gable-ends may be still seen the lines which 
marked the former docble roofs.; d now the roofs have a single 
pitch. In the large grave ground opposite to h e  Friends' mceting, 
well filled with graves without any stones, is n very large oak tree of 
admirable spreadand beauty in its wide bnnches. From being once 
deemed unhealtl~y as a residence, it has become, by the regular 
draining of the meadows, a healthy town, and has much of tnste and 
beauty and nentuess in the style of its houses and improvementa 
Philadelphians should visit it oftener, as the place where the first 
English emigrants began their first settlement on Delaware. It in 
entitled to their reg~rd for the sake of its early associations. 



THE GERMANS. 

Tars hardy, frugal, nnd industrious portlon of our population in 
Pennsylvania, so nunlerous and exclusive in places as to preserve 
their manners and language urlaltered, are so ofien the subject of 
remark in the early MSS., which 1 have seen in the Logan collection, 
kc., as to deserve a sepnnte notice, to wit: 

When the Germans first came into the country, save those who 
were Friends and settled in Germantown in 1G92-3, it is manifest 
there was a fear they would not be acceptable inhabimnts, for James 
Logm, in 1717, remarks, "We have of li~te great numbers of Palatines 
poured in upon us, without m y  recomn~endation or notice, which 
gives the country some uneasiness, fcr foreigners do not so well 
among us as our own people," the English. 

In 1719, Jonathan Dickinson remarks, " We are daily expecting 
ships from London which bring over Palatines, in number about six 
or seven hundred. W e  had a parcel who came about five years 
ago, who purchased land about sixty miles west of Plliladelphia, 
and prove quiet and industriou~ Some few came from Ireland 
lately, and more ore expected thence. This is besides our common 
supply from Wales on11 England. Our friends do increase mightily, 
and n ereat ~ e o ~ l e  there is in this wilderness countrv. whicl~ is fast . , 
becomTng n h i h l  field." 

Kalm. the Swedish traveller. here in 1748. savs the Germans d l  
preferred to settle in ~ e n n s ~ l v i b i a ,  because they i ~ a d  been ill-treated 
by the authorities in New York, whither they fitst inclined to settle. 
Many had goneto thnt colony about the year 1709, [say 1711,] and 
made settlements on their own lands, which were invaded under 
various pretexts. They rook great u n i b q e ,  and beat some of the 
persons who were disposed to dispossess them. Some of their lead- 
ing men were seized by the government. T h e  remainder in dignst 
left the country, and proceeded to settle in Pennsylvania. After that, 
even those who arrived at New York wo~ild not be persuaded to 
tnny, but all pushed on to Pennsylvnnia, where a better protection 
was gnnted to their rights nnd privileges. This mortified the New 
Yorkers, but they could not remove the first unfavoumlde impres- 
sions. As many us twelve thousand came to Philndelpllin in 1749. 

This emigration from New York to Pennsyloanin is further inci- 
denblly explained by James Logon, in his MS. letters to the pro- 
prietaries. Jn writing to them in the year 1724, Ile nlanifests con- 
siderable diquietude at the grent numbcrs coming among them, so 
numerous that he apprehends the Germans nlny even feel Jisposed 
to usurp the country to themselves. H e  speaks of the lands to the 
northward, (menning Tulpehocken) as overrun by the unruly Ger- 
tnnns,-the same who, in the year 1711, arrived at New York nl 



the queen's expense, and were. invited hither lo 1722, (ns a state 
policy,) by Sir William Keith when he wru at Albany, for purpoeee 
of strengthening his political influence by favouring them. 

In  another letter of 1725, he calls them crowds of bold and indi- 
gent stmngers from Germany, many of whom had been soldiem. 
All these go into the best vacant tncts, and seized upon them asplacw 
of common spoil. H e  says they mrely approach him on their arrival 
to propose to purchase; and when they are sought out and challenged 
for their rights of occupancy, they allege it mas published in Europe 
that we wanted and solicited for colonisb, and had a supenbundance 
of land, and therefore they had come without the means to pay. 
T h e  Germans in after time embroiled with the Indians at  Tulpe- 
hocken, threatening a serious affair.. In general, those who sat 
down without titles acquired enough in a few gears to buy them, 
and so generally they were left unmolested. L o ~ n  speaks of one 
hundred thousand acres of land so possessed, and including the Irish 
quattere also. 

"Bold master-spirits, where the touchyd they gain'd i: Ascendence-where they fir'd t eir foot, they reignyd!" 
The  character of the Ger~nnns then known to him, he states, rue 

many of them a surly people-divers of them P;~pists,-the men 
well armed, and, as a body, o warlike, morose mce. I n  1727, he 
states that s i r  thousand Germans more are expected, and also many 
from Ireland ; and these emigrations he hopes may be prevented in 
future by act of parliament, else he fears these colonies will, in time, 
be lost to the crown!-a future fact. 

I n  1729, he speaks of being glad to observe the inflm of stmngen, 
ns likely lo attmct the interference of parliament, for truly, says he, 
they have danger to hpprehend for a country where not even n 
militia exists for government support. T o  arrest their arrival in 
some degree the Assembly assessed a tnx of 20 sldlings a head on 
newly arrived servants. 

I n  another letter he says, the numbers from Germany at this rate 
will soon produce a German colony here, and perhaps such a one as 
Britain once received from Saxony in the fifth century. H e  even 
states as among the apprehended schemes of Sir William Keith, the. 
former governor, that he, Harland and Gould, have had sinister pro- 
jects of forrning an independent province in the west, to the west- 
ward of the Geimnns, towards the Ohio-probably west of the 

' 

mountains; and to be supplied by his friends among the Palatinee 
und Irish, among whom ww his chief popularity at that time. 

I n  later time, soy about the yew 1750 to '65, the Germans having 
become numerous, and therefore powerful as make weights in the 

olitical balance, were tnuch noticed in the publications of the day. 
!'hey were at  La  period of time in general vary hearty co-opemton 

1t wan at Tulpehocken, Conmd We0kr, a  Garman, so oRen employed M Tndinn in- 
pretn, aas mttld nnd did--any at p m n t  Worneladorf, whore he had him farm. 
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with the Friends, then in considerable rule in the .ssembly. A &IS 
pnmplllet before me, supposed to have been written by San~uel  
Wharton, in 1755, s h o ~ s  his idem of the pnssingevents, saying, that 
the party on the side of Friends derived much of their influence over 
the Gennans through the aid of C. Soaer,who published a Grrn~arl 
paper, in Gernlantown, from the time of 1739, and which, being n~uch  
read by that people, influenced tbem to the side of the Friends, and 
hostile to the governor and counciL Through this man, says he, 
they have persuaded them there wns a design to enslnve them ; to 
el~iorcc their y o ~ ~ n g  men [by a contemplated niiliria law] to become 
soldiers, nnd to load them with taxes, kc .  From such causes, lie 
adds, they came down in shoals to vote, and carry a11 before tlierri. 
T o  this I may add, that I have heard from tlie Norris family, that 
their ancestors in the assembly were rvannly patronized by tlie Ger- 
mans, in ilnion with Friends. His alarnls at this German influence 
at the  poll^, and Iris proposed remedies for the then dreaded evils, a 
they sl~om the prevalent feelings of his associates in politics, nray 
serve to amuse the present genention. H e  says the bad effects of 
these successes of the Germans will probably be felt through rnanj 
generations! Instead of a peaceable, iudusrrious people as before, 
they are grown now insolent, sullen nnd turbulent,-in some counties 
threatening even the livesof all those whoo pose their views, because 'Y they are taught to reprd government an slavery as one and the 
mule thing. All who are not of their party they call governor's 
men," and themselves they deem strong enough to nuke  the country 
their own ! Indeed, they come in, in ~ur.11 force, say upwards of 
five thousand in the last year, 1 see not but they may soon be ahle 
to give us law and languagf too, or else, by joining the French, eject 
all the English. That thrs may be the case, is too much to be 
feared, for almost to a man they refused to bear anns in the time of 
the lnte war, and they say it is dl one to them wliicli Icing gets the 
country, ns their estatei will be equally secure. Indeed it is clear 
that the French l~nve turned tlieir !lopes upon this great body of 
Germane. They hope to allure them by gnnts  of Ohio lands. T o  
this end they send their Jes~iitical emissaries among them to persuade 
them over to the Popish religion.* I n  concert w i ~ h  this, the French 
for so many years have encroached on our province, nnd now are so 
near their scheme ns to be within two days rnarcli of some of our 
back settlerqents-dludingof course to the stale of the western wilds, 
overrun by French nnd Indians just before the arrival of Bmddocli'a 
forces in Virgmia, in 1755. 

T h e  writer imputes their wrong bim in genernl to their '' stubborn 
genius and ignorance," which he proposes to soften by education-n 

It is true that the Jesuit. at an early period founded a missionnry stntion at Lnnmter; 
and in 1734, Governor Gordon, from tho fenr of their being connected with French in- 
(are&, bmught tho subjact before the muncil. ' b y  a h  founded one at Cunshaboppen 
near Summmy lown. 

I 
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scheme still suggested as necessctry to give the general mass of the 
inland country Germans right views of public and i~~dividual inre- 
rests. T o  this end, he  proposes that faithful Protestant ministers 
and schoolmastew should be supported among them-+ scheme, as 
we shall presently see, which actually came to p m .  Their children 
should be taugl~t the English tongue; the government in the mean 
time should suspend the right of voting for members of assembly ; 
m d  to incline them the sootier to become English in education a d  
feeling, we should compel them to make all bonds and other legal 
writink in English; nnd no newspaper or al~narmc be circulated 
umong them unless nlso accompanied by the English thereof. 

Finally, the writer  conclude^ that " without some such measure I 
see nothing to prevent this province fro111 falling into the bands of 
the French !" T h e  paper, at  length, may be seen in my BIS. An- 
nals, in the Historical Society of Pennsylmnia, pages 19s  to 202. 
There Inay be consulted dso, in the City Libnry,several pamphlets, 
pro and con, concerning the Germans and Quakers, printed in 
1747-8-une is Plain TruthV-'' An Answer to Plain Truthy'- 
and in 1764 appears " l 'he Plain Dealer," and ''An Answer" to it,&. 

T h e  same writer gives a pnssing notice of a society in England, 
of noble nen and gendemen, to nise f ~ ~ n d s  for some English scl~ools 
for the Ger~nans n~nong us; and in 1755, Benjamin Fm111ilin pub- 
lished a bw!;, entitled '& A brief History of the charitable Scheme for 
instructing poor Germans in Pennsylvania." I t  is the same scheme 
nlluded to in the Pennsylvania Gazette of 1756, saying therein, that 
o great eociety is formed in Europe for the rnising of money for in- 
structing the poor German children, and giving them ministers, & c  
I t  is patronized in Holland and England by the first nobility and 
gentry, and some of our first citizens are made trustees of the cl~arity 
--such ns Hamilion, Allen, Franklin, Petirs, &c. T h e  Rev. JIr. 
Schlatter is made visiting and travelling inspector und agent, and the 
Rev. Dr. Smith, our provost, was charged with the publication of o 
German newspaper. T h e  states of Holland and West Friesland 
grant 2000 gilders per annum, for five years. Much is given in 
Amsterdam. T h e  general nssembly of Scotland gave 21200 ster- 
ling. T h e  king of England gave 21000-the Princess of JTnles 
$100-the proprietaries also agreed to give annually, &c. T h e  . 
style of tlm wliole forcibly remt~~ds  one of the popular missionary 
schemesof the present day. I t  is nll done in the name of advancing 
the interests of the Protestant religion-giving pious educntion- 
teaching them ('to read their Bible, to sing psalms, to write and cast 
accounrs," and also '' to furnish pious instruction where they have 
no ministers." T h e  whole effect of this formidable array, now tlmt 
the erervescence has subsided, and the means have been fully eX- 
erted, might tempt a looker-on to suggest cui lono! 

It appears from the Minutes of Council, of .January, 1730, that the 
first settlers of Tulpehaclca creek, were 33 fandies of Palatines, who 
come away from New York, nigh Albany, in 1713, under the ul- 
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lurement of Sir Wm. Keith, the governor, headed by t l~rir  chief, 
Connd Weiser. I t  appears tlnt they did not ply the government 
nor the Indians for their setdement In l'T'>d, the Indian chief 
makes a claim Tor it of Gov. Hmnilton. T h e  nainm of the fimt fa- 
milies are given on page S9 of the 3Iinutes. 

The  emigration of the Pnlatines direct to Philadelphia, by sea, are 
recorded as often nq diirty limes in one volume! 

C'onrnd Weis.:r was an early and respectable interpreter, who lived 
-ace at the prtaent Reading, and also at Tulcphocken. At TVo- 
melsdorf, a town in that district, he lived and died. I t  is situate be- 
tween Reading and Hnrrisburg. Himself and father were among 
the first settlers of Schoharie, R'ea York; they having gone oul 
from Germany to New York in 1712; with other emignnls, in  a 
lung s t  nlo?dlls' passage, under a proclatnittion of Queen Anne, 
of 1709, to take up InndJrec, and no rues. \Then K. Bayard, the 
Queen's agent, came af~envurds to enrol their names, to record their 
metes and bounds; they became alarmed and oiTered resistnnce. 
Strife and apprehension ensued, so that, witb some encoumgement 
from Governor Keith, of l'ennsylwnia, much of the popdation, 
tllirty-three fandies, set out for Tulpehocken, in 1713, by way of 
the Susquchanna river, and settled wllen there at  hIuehlback, or Mill- 
brook. T h e  fucls are well known in the early hislory of Scholinrie; 
otheis of the same Germans settled on the German Flab, New York. 

Tliere arrs, ns early as 1732, to 1740, a very remarkable religioue 
sect of Germans, fomied at Ephrata, intended to live in a monastic 
life. I n  time it  also included a separnte sisterhood. They formed 
n considerable town, nnd grew in wealth by tlieir industry and rise 
of value in lands. At one time they mere many in number, but 
now have dwindled away. They were undoubtedly sincere and 
exemplary in their religious principles arid actions. Lloctor 17. M. 
Fahnestock, of Harrisburg, ~ h o  lutely united hiniself to them, and 
has probably become. one of their preacl~ers, has given a tong and 
interesting historical sketch of this people, in Hazard's Register of 
1635. They were remarlrable ns a community in being fine Latin- 
ists-writing and speaking Latin us readily ns their rernucular 
to~gue.  Men of wenl~h in Pl~iladelpllia, w l ~ o  souglit good cli~ssicol 
education for their sons, used to send them there ; and I have known 
some educated ~llere who used to correspond with some of the bro- 
therhood in Latin. But above all,they were peculiar for their supe- 
rior music and singing. It was this Inst attraction wl~ich first alIured 
young Doctor Fahnestock to their meetings, and when Itis heart was 
touched, like St. Augustin's, he readily fell into sympathy with 
their religion--;I thing in itself found needful, in some way, for all 
men, mlio come to think considerntely. 

Their music was so peculiar ns to deserve sowe ,specin\ mention- 
not ns mtisicfor the car, but ns music for the soul.'' One of thei~ 

lenders, Beissel, wns a first-rate musician and composer. [See p 
11 1 of this volume.] 



These people, i n  genernl principles of religion, have come nearest 
to the Tunkers, nnd have been called Seven-day Baptis~s. I n  their 
early s a t e  they wore the habil of the Capuchins, or white fri- 
long white gown nnd cowl for the men, and a cowl for the women. 
The  men wore beards. Their inmates all nssulned new names-- 
such as Onesimns, Friedam, &c.-4ter the monastic fashion in 

EurOp" 
Their houses were all framed of wood, nnd the sides were 

shing ed and covered. I n  1740, the monks were 36 and the sisters 
35 in number. T h e  whole place is now nearly untenanted, only a 
few aged sisters linger about the place of their ancient recollections. 
Such of the society as still continue in the original principles of the 
fist faith are settled at  Snowhill, in Franklin county, where they 
have " married, nnd bring up families," and still try to execute the 
former eadanfing style of singing m d  music. 

THE I R I S H .  

TEE Irish emigmnts did not begin to come into Pennsylvanln 
until about the year 1719. Those who did come were genernlly 
from the north of Ireland. Such os came out first genemlly settled 
at and nenr the disputed Maryland line. James Lognn, writing of 
them to the proprietnries, in 1724, says they have genernlly taken 
u the southern lands, meaning in laancaster county, towards the 
&ryland line,] and us t \ ey rnrely appronched him to propose to pur- 
chase, he  cnlls them bold and indigent strnngers, saying, as their ex- 
cuse, when challenged for titles, that we had solicited f o ~  colonists, 
and they had come accordingly. They were, however, understood 
to be a tolernted class, exempt fwtn rents by nn ordinance of 1720, 
in considerntion of their being a frontier people, forming a kind of 
cordon of defence, if needful. They were soon called bad neigh- 
bours to the Indians, treating them disdainfully, and finnlly were the 
same rnce who cormnitted the outrage called the Pmton tnmacre. 
These general idens of them are found in the Lognn MS. collection. 
Some of the dntn is as follows : 

In  1725, James L o p  states that there are as many as 100,000 
acres of land possessed by persons (including Germans) who reso-. 
lutely set down and improve it without any right to it, and he is 
much at a loss to determine how to disposes them. 

In  1729, he expresses himself glad to find the parliament is about 
to take mensures to prevent the too free emigmtion to this country. 
In me m a n  time the nsrembly had laid n restrnining tnx of twenty 
ehillings a head for every servant arriving; but even this was evaded 



IU the case of the anivd of o ship from Dublin, wit. 100 papists and 
convicts, by landing them at Burlington. It looks, says he, as if 
Ireland is to send all its inhabitants hither, for last week not I a n  
than s i s  ships arrived, and every day two or ~hree arrive dso. T h e  
common fear is, that if they thus continue to come they will make 
themselves proprietors of the province. I t  is strange, sclys he, thnt 
they thus crowd where they are not wanted. Bur few besides con- 
victs are imported thither.* T h e  Indians thmxjelves ore alarmed 
at  the swamls of strangers, and we are aftaid of a breach between 
them, for the Irish are very rough to them. 

I n  1730, he writes and complains of the Scotch-Irish, in an auda- 
cious and disorderly lnanner possessing themselres ab0t.t that time 
of the whole of Conestogoe manor of 15,000 acres, being the best 
land in the country. I n  doing this by force, they alleged that "it 
\ma the laws of God and nature, that so much land should 
be idle while so many Christians wanted it to labour on, and to mise 
their bread," kc .  T h e  Pixton boys were all great sticklers for reli- 
gion, and for Scripture quotations against " the heathen!" They  
were, however, dispossessed by the sheriff antl his posse, and their 
cabins, to the number of thirty,were burnt This necessary violence 
was perhaps remembered with indignation ; for only twenty-five y e m  
nftenvards, the P ~ c t o n  mmacre began, by killing the Christian, un- 
offending Indians found in Conestogoe. Those Irish were gened ly  
settled in Donegal. 

I n  another letter he writes, saying, I must OWII, from my own 
experience in the land office, that the settlement of five families from 
Ireland gives me more trouble tllnn fifty of any other people. Before 
we were troken in upon, ancient Friends and first settlers lived hap- 
pily, but now the case is quite altered, by strangers and debauched 
momls, k c .  All this seems like hnrd measure dealt upon these spe- 
cimens of 'L  the lard of generous natures," hut we may be excused 
for letting 11itn speak out, who was himself from the " Emenld isle," 
where he had of course seen a hetter mce. 

His successor, Ricl~ard Peters, as secretary to the proprietorice, 
falls into similar diss;~tisfnction with them ; for in his letter to them, 
of 1743, he says he wen: to Marsh creek, in Lancaster county, to 
morn off antl dispossess the squatters, and to measure the manor land. 
On thnt occasion, the people there, to about the number of seventy, 
assembled and forbade them to proceed, and on their persistiug, they 
broke the chain and compelled them to retire. He.had with him n 
sheriff and a magistrate. They were afterwards indicted-became 
subdued, and mn+? their enmemenu for leases. I n  most cases the 
leases were so easy that they were ennbled to buy the lands ere they 
expired. 

Auguatus Gun, of Cork, ndvcrtid in the Phihdclphin paper, <hut he hnd poan 
fmm the rnqvor of Cork, for many years, to procure Bfwanle for Americk 



Negroes atid Slaves. 

NEGROES AND SLATES.  

He h d s  hi fellow yilty-of a shn 
Not colour'd like his own !-For such a cause 
Dooms nnd devotes him as his Iawiul prey. 

13 the olden time, dressy bhcks and dandy coloured beaux and 
belles, as we now see them isauing from their proper cl~urches, 
were quite unknown. Their nspiring and little vnnities hare been 
rapidly growing since they got those separate churches, and have 
received their entire exetnp~ion from slavery. Once h e y  subtnitted 
to the appellation of servants, blacks, or negloes, but now they 
require to be called coloured people, and among tl~etnselves, their 
common a l l  of salutation is-gentlemen and ladies. Thirty to 
rorty y e m  ago, they were much hu~nller,  more esteemed in their 
place, and more useful to tllenlselves and others. As a whole they 
show an overweening fondnes for display and vainglory-fondly 
imitating the whites in processions and banners, and in the pomp 
and pageantry of Masonic and Washington societies, kc .  With 
the kindest feeling for their race, judicious men wish them wiser 
couduct, and a better use of the beuevolent feeling which induced 
their emancipation among us. 

We have happily been so long relieved from the culve of slavery, 
that it is scarcely known to the younger port of the community how 
many features we once possessed of a slave-owning colony. T h e  
follo\ving facts in the case will prove new to many: 

T h e  first negro slaves ever imported into North America were 
brought in a Dutch ship in 1620, and sold in Virginia. 

T h e  state of slavery in Pennsylvania was al\\mys of a mild cha- 
ncier, not only from the favourable and mild feelings of the 
Friends in their behalf, but from the common regard they found 
in families in general, where their deportment was commendable. 
Hector St. John, Esq., who wrote concerning the state of slavery 
in Pennsylvanin,' as it was just before the period of the Revolution, . 
says, " In  Pennsylvanin they enjoy as much liberty as their masters 
- 4 r e  ns well fed and as well clad; and in sickness are tenderly 
taken care of-for, living under the same roof, they are in erect a part 
of the family. Being the companions of their labours, and treated 
as such, they do not work more than ounelves, and think themselves 
happier than many of the lower cInss of whites. A far happier n c e  
among us, (he adds,) than those poor surering slaves of the souh".  

T h e  first efforts ever made in Pennsylvania towards the eman- 
cipation of the blacks proceeded from the Society of Friends in 
Germantown, the most of whom, at  that period, were emignnta - 

Vide his Farmer's Letten 
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fiom German).. These, in the yew 16SS, under the a u ~ i c e s  of 
F. D. Pnstorius, mored a petition or remonstrance to the yenrlv 
meeting of Friends, sayinq in effect, it was not Christian-like io 
buy and keep negrow. T h e  meeting forbore then to give any posi- 
tive jud,ment in the case. But inquiry wns created. Cotenipo- 
rary with this period, William Penn himself, whose light or reflec- 
tior~s on the case were not equally nwd-end,  e n s ,  in his letter of 
the 4th of 8 mo., 16S5, to his steward, James  ini is on, a t  Penns- 
bury, '&It were better they were blacks, for then we might hare 
*!lent for life," intimating thereby, tnat his intended servants there 
were changed too often. 

I n  iG93, the separate meeting of Friends, under Geoye Keith, 
assembling at  the house of Phdip James, In Philadelphia, gave 
f m h  a pnper declaring their sense of the dutv of elnancipation- 
"after some rewonable time of ~ervice."-~ide-~a1>rie1 Thomas. 

T h e  large original proprietors of property in Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania, called " the Free Society of Traders," of 1652, 
dthough ns n corporation they might be mid, like others, L'to be 
without souls," conceded an article very favourable to emoncipa- 
tion. saying, " If the society rhould receive blacks for sermnts, they 
shall make them free at fourteen years' end, upon condition that 
they will give unto the society's ware-house two-thirds of what they 
ore capable of producing on such a parcel of land ns shall be allotted 
to them by the society, with a stock of necessary tools."' T h e n  
comes a proviso of nther singular character, saying, "And if they 
will not accept of these terms they shall be servants till they will 
accept of it!" 

I have seen, among the earliest pnmphleh extant of Philadelphio 
publication, one from the Friends' meeting of Philadelphia, of the 
13th of 8 nio., I G93, giving '' eshortntion nnd caution to Friends 
concerning bnyrnq and keep~ng negroes." T h e  sum of the counsel 
was, that none shodd attempt '' to buy except to set free." This  
little nddrese contained ninny of the arguments now usuolly set 
forth against slavery. 

In  ltigfi, the Yearly Meeting of Fricnds having concerted some 
measures to discourage the bringing in of more slaves, and to pre- 
serve the morais of those they had, the subject was renewed in the 
year 1'700, on the arrival of \Villinni Penn, in consideration of his 
pr~ssing npon the Philadelphia meeting his wishes concerning the 
mme. Their sense of the subject \\,as expressed ns follows, to n i t :  
"Our dear friend nnd governor, having Inid before this meeting a 
concern that hat11 hid upon his mind for some time concerning the 
negroes and I~itlians, ihat Friends o ~ ~ g h t  to be very careful in dis- 
charging a good conscience towards them in all respech, but more 
especially for the good of their souls; upon considention whereof, 
this meeting concludes to appoint [I meeting for negroea,.to be kept 
w c e  a month, kc." 

At the mme time, he iatrodoced a bill into the assembly L c f i ~  



,eplating negroes in their m o d s  and marriqes,"-also another 
'( for their trids and punishments." The  former u7c.rrs defeated bg 
tlle jealousie3 then in the house. From the same causes an act of 
more security was substituted i n  1705 the negroes, entitled 
s' An Act for the Tr id  and Punishr~~ent of Negroes." It inflicted 
Iuhes for petty oKences, and death for crimes of magnitude. They 
were not allowed to carry a gun without license, or to be whipped 
if they did, twenty-one lashes-nor to meet above four together lest 
they might form cabals and riots. They a r e  to be whipped if 
found abroad after nine o'clock at night without a pass, Scc. At and 
before 1703, it had been in pmctice to bring Indians as slaves from 
the Carolinas, to the ofi'ence of the Pennsylvania Indians. This 
w a s  prevented by an act. 

ILI 1715, Mr. law Norris, in one of his letters, speaks thus con 
ceroing a question in meeting respecting slaves: "Our ~neeting 
was l age  and comfortable, and our business would ltave been very 
well were it not for the ~varm pushing by someQriends, of Chester 
chiefly, in the business of negroes. T h e  aim was to obtain a 
minute that none should buy them for the future. This was 
opposed as of dangerous consequence to the pence of the church, 
for since they could not tell how to dispose of those we have, nnd 
that many members must still possess them, and then it might fall 
to their lot in duty to deal with future offenders, wllich ns it could 
not in i~self be equitable, such must do it with an ill gnce, and at  
best it would be a foundation for prejudice and evil speaking one of 
mother, so t l d  it loas got oaer." T h e  liberating genius of Bene- 
zet hus since c u t  better lights upon this subject, perplexed as they 
then deemed i t  

T h e  early erorts made to repress slavery were reiterated and 
numerous in our provincial nssembly. As early ns the year 1705, 0 
duty was imposed on their importation; this was renewed in 1710. 
I n  1711, they struck at the root of the evil, by forbidding their 
introduction in future; Lut the privy council in England scandal- 
ized by such libeml policy in so new and so diminutive n colnmu- 
nity, whilst their policy wns to cherish slavery in so mmy other 
colonies, qunshed tlw act in an instant. The  nsse~nbly, not daunted 
by such a repulse, again in 1712, upon petition, '(signed by many 
Iiands," aimed nt the same effect, by =essing the lage  sum of 
.&20 a head. This ~ v m  ngain cancelled by the same Tr:mmlantic 
policy. When the petition for the 3 2 0  duty wns presented, an- 
other was ofi'ered in the name of William Soutlreby, praying "for 
the total abolition of slavery in Pennsylvania!" 

Thus early were the minds of our forefathers awake to this mani- . 
fes: infmction of human rights, and having their consciences and 
feelings enlisted in the cause, though often thwarted in their pur 
poses, they still continued to renew their eflorts, so that nlorc than 
one dozen of acts may be counted upon our statute books, tending 
directly or indirectly to repress or abolish slavery prior to our rev* 
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lution. Fir.dly, the lne~nonble act of 17S0, when we had "set u l  
for ourselves," for ever released us from the thraldom of G'siucwa 
bought and sold!" 

A letter of 4 mo., 1715, from Jonathan Dickinson, n merchant of 
Philadelphia, and a Friend, to his correspondent in Jamaica, says, 

1 n~us t  entreat you to send me no more negroes for sale, for our 
people don't care to buy. They are generally against any conling 
into r l ~ e  country. Few people care to buy thew, except for tho.;e 
who live in other provinces."-Vide the Logan MSS. 

Some benevolent individual, as early ns the year 1722, advertised 
in the Alercury Gazette of Philadelphia, that L L a  person, lat tly 
nr~ived, freely ofirs his services to teach his poor bretl~ren, the male 
negroes, to read the Holy Scriptures without any charge." 

T h e  celebrated Whitfield embraced the benevolent scheme of 
nn~eliorating the condition of the blacks he saw in our colonies. 
I n  1739 he published Iris letter to the southern planters, capinst 
the pnctice of ~lav'ery, and in favour of the blacks; at the same 
time he takes up  6000 acres on the forks of Del;lware, (the same 
sold to Count Zindendorf for Bethlehem,) in order to erect a negro 
school, ckc. His choice of Pennsylvania for his negro colony and 
settlement, showed thus early his favourable opinion of the good 
feelings to that rzce in Pennsylvania, 

At the same time we may perceive that, as a slave-holding colony, 
the odious fe;iturca of slnvery were necessarily to be seen among 
us-such ns the public buying and selling,--their arrival and land- 
ing from ships, ckc. I give the following facts in illustration of 
things ns they were once among us, to wit: 

Year 1736- \VilIi;un Allen and Joseph Turuer, merchants, 
adreltise for sale some likely negroes from Barbadoes; nnother 
about the s;urle time ad~ertises for sale a likely breeding negro 
woman and her boy of two years old. 

Year 1762-Alessrs. Willing and Morris advertise for sale one 
hundred and seventy 11egroi.s just arrived from the Gold Const. 

I t  was tlle common incident of the day to rend blacks of both 
eeres at p~~b l i c  sale, at the old London CoKee-house, setting up the 
subject I I ~ O I I  h e  head of a cask, for display !o the purchasers around. 

After better v iew and feelings had long prevailed, old recollec- 
tions were s~rnnply revived in an incident wllich occurred in the 
year 1600 The  Ganges sloop of war captured two vessels engaged 
in slavery, and brought them into our Delaware--one had one 
hundred and eipl~teen, and the other sixteen slaves. I n  encamping 
these at the L;\z;ireiio for the benefit of free air and health, a h u ~ -  
band nntl wife, separated in the ships, never expecting to meet again. 
recognized ench other. Their n~utual  recognition wns pmion: 
r~tely fond and alkcting. T h e  sudden surprlse and joy was too 
powerful for the wife, and s l ~ e  became a prcmnture mother. But, 
through the well directed kindness of theAt olition Society, she woe 
restored to henlth and freedom. 
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Before the revolution it was a common incident in Philadelphia to 
send fanlily servants to the jail to get their dozen lashes, for acts of 
insubonlination. This mas done a t  the pleasure of the master, md 
was usually executed on receivingn written message from the ownera 
An old gentleman told me of a case which he witnessed :-A master 
sent hi3 servant, "Hodge's Cato," with his Ie!fer, wllerein he re- 
qaested to have him well whipped. T h e  black was shrewd, sus- 
pected it conreyed some ill to him, and fell upon a device tn shun 
i t  H e  stretched Ilirnself on the stall at the market house near the 
prison, afTecting to have been seized with violent cmmps and pains 
in the bowels. When he had succeeded to excite the pity of some 
bystandew, he begged a black fellow near l t i~n to hurry away and 
deliver his letter, as it was a matter requiring haste. The  appeal 
answered the purpose fully ; for, ~nalgre all his remonstrances, he 
received all the lashes bespoke for " the bearer!" 

IVhen slaves were purchased in early times with intention to be 
taken to other colonies, there was seen, even in Philadelphia, the 
odious spectacle of "the drove," tied two and two, passing through 
the city towards the country. Seven1 of the aged have told me of 
witnessing such things even in the gentle city of Penn! 

Many can still remember when the slaves were allowed the last 
days of the fairs for their jubilee, which they employed ("light 
hearted wretch!") in dancing the whole afternoon in the present 
Washington square, then n genenl buryittg ~round-the blacks joy- 
ful qtove, while the sleeping dead reposed below ! In  that field could 
be ceen at once more than one thousand of both sexes, divided into 
nulnerous little qunds, dancing, and singing? "each in their own 
tonwe," after the customs of their several natlons in Africa 

l ha l l y ,  a discerning lady, who has witnessed  the former years," 
and has seen the comparative happil~ess of the blnclis--has felt, too, 
her strong alfectious and domestic relations to her family servants- 
thus speaks of her sense of the change produced in family comforts! 

In  the olden tiwe domestic comforts mere not every day inrerrupted 
by the pride and profligacy of servants. T h e  slaves of L'hiladelphia 
were a happier e l m  of people tfrnn the free blacks of the present day 
genemlly are, who taint the very air by their vices, and exhibit every . 
son of wretchedness and profligacy in their dwellings. T h e  former 
felt themselves to be an integral pnrt of the family to whi:h they 
belonged. They experienced in all reepects the same considerntion 
and kindness 11s white servants, and they were faithful and con- 
tented." T h e  truth is, in numerous cnses where they were freed, 
h e y  preferred to remain and receive their wages till their deaths. 

IEalm, the Swedish tmreller, spealts of the then only free negoes . 
in Philadelphia in 1748, as Ilav~ng been manumitted by a Qunker 
master-prol~ably referring to Ralph Sandiford, who freed all of his 
in h e  year 1733, and probably presenting to us the first instance of 
h e  kind known in our annals. 

There is an ancient cl~arity for the blacks of Pbilndelphia, founded 
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ns elrly as the year 1696, and jet, althougli in actual operation, la 
as much unknown to the l i l m  of our citizens as if it were in Africa! 
I t  originated with the Rev. Dr. Bmy, American missionary, the 
Bishop of London, and Nr. D9Alone, secretary to King William. It4 
primary object wna "the conversion of adult negroes, and the educn- 
tion of their children" in the British plantations. Its operation with 
our Philadelphia blacks began about the year 1760. And in 1774, 
the ground rents of a l age  lot in our city was set apart for the pay- 
ment of the expenses of two schools for blacks, one for each sex, to 
be educated gratuitously. "The  associates" in E n ~ l a n d  are per 
petual ; and from their appointments, three of our cmzens, church 
men, coustantly serve the schools os directors and governors. Those 
lately in service were William Meredith, Tl~onltls Hale, and James 
S. Smith, esquires. Such a charity, supported by foreigners, desemea 
to be better known, and especially by those blocks wllo may become 
ita beneficiaries. 

R E D E M P T I O N  SERVANTS. 

Nunr~nous persons used lo amve every year from Gerniany and 
Ireland, who engaged themselves for o term of years to pay their 
passages. Some of them turned out frt~.g?l and industrious, and be- 
came in time a part of our wealthy cltlzens. In some few cases 
they appear to hnve been convicts from Ireland. In  one case the 
servant \ms found to bc a lord, and returned home to inherit his 
estate. The  general facts are to the following effect, to a i r  : 

In  1722, the Palatine serants  were disposed of at 310 each, for 
five years of servitude. About this time n MS. letter of Jonnthan 
Dickinson says, '' A'Iany who hnve come over under covenants for 
four years are now nlaslen of great estates." 

li2&An advertisement rends, " Lately imported, and to be sold 
cheap, o parcel of likely men and women servants." These were 
probnl)ly servants from Europe. 

1729-111 Xew Castle government there arrived last year, says the 
Gazcttc, forty-five hundred persons, chiefly from Ireland; and nt 
Pl~iladelpl~ia, in one year, two hundred imd fiixty-seven English and 
Welsh, forty-three Scotch---all servnnts; also, eleven hundred and 
fifty-five Irisht and two hundred and forty-three Palatines, of whom 
none mere servants. 

In  1737, an article appears in the Pennsylvnnio Gnzette to the 
following effect, to wit: "An ernnt cheat detected at .4nnapolis! A 
vessel arrived there, bringing sixty-six indentures, signed by the 
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mayor of Dublin, and twenty-two wigs, of such a make as if they 
were intended for no other use than to set out the co~cuids when they 
should go ashore." Tllus these convicb were attempted, uude~ 
fraudulent papers and lcetLt wiis, to Le put off ns decent sewants, 
and especially wl~en surmounted with wigs! Same time is advertised 

for sale, n pnrcel of English servants from BristoL" 
I n  1741, public inforl~lation is given to mercllants m d  captains 

that Augustus Gun of Cork, bellman, has power from the mayor 
there, to procure servants for America for this many years past. 

Such an advurtiselnent, in a Philadelphia paper, was of course an 
intimatiot~ tl~nt the nnayor of Cork was willing to get off sundry cul- 
prits to the colonies. 

In  17.50, sowe of our good citizens take darm at the idea of having 
c r imids ,  " unwhipped of justice," imposed upon them. They 
thought the ofTences of such, when among us, swelled our criminal 
list. One writes upon the subject and says, " When we see our 
papers filled so often with accounts of the nlost audacious robberies, 
the most cruel murders, and other villanies, perpetrated by convicts 
from Europe, wlmt will become of our pos~erity! I n  what could 
Britain injure us more than emptying her jail3 on us? Whnt must 
we think of those merchants, who, for the sake of a little petty p in ,  
will be concerned in importing and disposing of these abominnble 
cargoes." From the tenor of the preceding article it is probable  hey 
got premiums in some cases for taking OD such unwelcome guests. 
I n  some cases the severity of British l a w  pushed ofT young- men, of 
p o d  abilities, for very small offences, who made very capable clerks, 
storekeepers, rkc., nmong us. I have knowledge of two or three 
m o n g  us, even within Iny memory, who rose to riches and credit 
here, and have left fine families. One great man, before my time, 
hid been sold in hlaryland, as an offender in Ireland. While serving 
his master as a common servant, he showed much ability, unex- 
pectedly, in managing for him an i~npormnt lawsuit, for which he 
instantly gave him free. H e  then came to Philadelphin, and amassed 
n great fonune in landed estate, now of great value among his heirs. 

CVl~en ICaltn was here, in 1748, he speaks of wnges of hired peo- 
ple us from 16 to e'20 currency. A servant woman got from 8 to . 

810 a year, and Inid up money. About the same rite of maages con- 
tinued d o w ~  to 111e period of the revolution. At such wages families 
were better served than now, and most of them were nccustomed to 
remain in the s;me fi~~nilies for years. 

T h e  case of Lord A l h m ,  wl~o  came to this country in 272Swhen 
n lad, ant1 served out his servitude, ns James Annesley, with afarmer, . 
on the Lulci~ster road, forms in itself n curious and interesting recitd. 
T h e  circut ~ l s~ i~nce  Itas furnished the groundwork for Roderick Ran- 
dom, and for tlre popular novel of Florence MLCartey. T h e  facts 
are ns follows, to wit : 

T h e  facts concerning this singular case are taken from the evidencs 
given on the trial, and may be depended on as authentic. 
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Arthur Annesley (Lord Altham) married Nary S!lefield, natum 
daughter of h e  Earl of Bltckingham. By her,in the year 1'715, he 
had a son, James, the subject of this metuoir. I n  the next year the 
parents had some difirences, \vhich terminated in a sepamtion. T h e  
father, contmry to tile \vish of the mother, took exclusire possession 
of his son Jatnes, and manifested much fondness for him, until the 
year 1722, when he fonned some intimacy with Xiss Gregory; and 
about the same time his, wife died. Jliss G. especting now to 
become his wife, exerted herself greatly to alienate his afictions from 
Ilk son, by insinuating that he was not his proper child. She suc- 
ceeded to get him placed from home, at a school in Dublin. In  
Kovemter, 1727, Lord Altham died ; and his brother Ricllatd, 
wishing to possess the estate and title, took measures to get rid of his 
nephew, Jmtes, by Itaving him enticed on board an Anlerican vessd, 
wllich wiled from Dublin in April, 172s. H e  tvas landed at Phila- 
delphia, then in his thirteenth year, sold as n redclnptioner! and 
actually served out twelve years in rough labour, until a seem- 
ing accident, in the year 1740, brought h~ rn  to such acquaintonce, 
as led, in the next year, to his return home. T h e  case mos this: 
two Irishn~en, John and William Brnders, travelling the Lancoster 
road, in the year 1740, stopped at the house near the forty milestone, 
where James was in service with an old German. These country- 
men entering into conversation, perceived t h y  were severally from 
Dumuine, in the county of Wexford, and that James Annesley WIE 
the son of Arthur. T h e  two Broders volunteered to go back to 
Ireland, and testify to the discovery they had made, and nctunlly 
kept their word at the trial wl~ich aftenvnrds occurred. James subse- 
quently stated his case to Robert Ellis, Esq., of Pl~iladelphia, who, 
cor~tpssionating his case, procured a passage for ltint to Admiml 
Vernon, then i n  the West Itdies, by \vhot~t he was aftern.arcls landed 
in .England. But shortly after his arrival at London, James un- 
fortunately killed n man, for wltich he had to stand a trial ; and then 
Lord Altham, the unnatural'uncle, exerted ltitnself to have him con- 
victed, but he was ncrertl~eless acquitted as innocent. An action 
was brought against the uncle, and went to trial in November, 1743, 
and the verdict was given in favour of James, our redemptioner. 
T h e  uncle appealed to 111e house of lords; and wide the case was 
pending Janles d i d ,  leaving the uncle in quiet possession of his ill- 
gotten estate, sliorving, however, while he lived, wl~ich wos not long: 
the spectacle of a firmbed villain, even in an Irish nobleman. Thin 
Annesley fanlily, is the same by whom the celebrated John IVeslq 
descended by the mother's side. 



The Slamp Act resisted. 

" Society, grown weiuy of the loud. - 
Shakes her encumber'd l a p - a n d  casts them out" 

THE measures of the Stamp Act in England, and the  opposition^ 
and counteractions which ensued in this country, were dl so nlany 
muses combining to sever those ties of union, before existing between 
the parent and the ofspring, and leading the latter to self-government 
and independence. 

Many who then fell into meusures of resistance had little or no 
conception of the termination to which it led-whilst others, as by 
an eye of prescience, seemed to penetrate all the hidden mysteries 
of the future. Such a mind as the Abbe R.aynalys, before the revo- 
lution commenced, fairly wrote out our destiny, calling "the Ame- 
r i m  provinces the asylum of freedom, the cradle of future nations, 
and the refuge of distressed Europeans!" 

I n  November, 1765, the S ta~np  Act was to have token erect at  
Philadelphia. John Hnghes, a tradesman of Philadelphia, a friend 
of Dr. Fnnklin's, who procured him the appointment, nnd a ~nem- 
ber of the assembly, was made the stamp-master. H e  arected to 
decline the office, but was not deemed sincere. Wherefore, when 
his commission arrived (some blamed Franklin for it) all the bells 
were mufled, the colours hoisted half-mast, and great appearances 
of mobbing occurred. Hughes' house was guarded and nrliled by his 
friends, &c. In  the mean time the late Thornm Bradford, from the 
LCcornmittee of safety," (a self-created society,) with his posse, waited 
on the stamp-master and con~pelled him to a voluntary resignation; 
that is, he had to say it was such.* 

A newspaper of Bradford's, printed the day before the act mas to 
take effect, was put 1111 in mourning devices-having a death'a head 
and x bones, for stamp a coffin, and L C  Liberty at  an end !" 

At the mme time all the storekeepers in Philadelphia resolved to 
import no British goods, kc .  William Smith opens a store for the 
sale of commission domestic goods, where all the patriots are invited 
to make purchases. T h e  community agree to eat no lamb meat, so 
that the wool mighi be the sooner increased for home-tnnde fabrics. 
Among other resolves to live in a more frugal manner suitable to the 
sdf-denying times, they determine to restrain the usual expenses of 
funerals, formerly conducted with a censurable " pomp of woe." I n .  
the new mode, B. Price, Esq., was buried in an oaken coffin and iron 
hundles, and Alderman Plumstend without pall or mourning dresses. 

A long letter of Ki, oppo~ing the views of hi eonstrainera, to h e  wmmienionem of 
ltamps in Eugland, may be seen. with olhor p d i n p  in lhe am, in tho Reginter d 
Pennlglvania-vol. ii p. 244. 

23. 
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I n  the mean time, feelings of resistance were cherished by some 
so far as to exhibit emblems and devices diminishing 111e former re- 
gard to the parent country. A paper ~vns sold about the streets called 
" T h e  Folly of England and Ruin ofAmerica." In  fine, the measules 
of resistance wereso prompt, energetic and widely dirused through the 
colonies, that every motive of prudence urged the mother country to 
an equdly prompt repeal. I n  the menn time she had granted time 
and occasion for organizing many civic associations, called " Sons of 
Liberty," kc., who thus learned, without any mishap, the hardihor,d 
and practice necessary to conduct future social and civic combinn- 
lions when needful ; in fact, they never fr~lly subsided ; and in the 
end they revived at the period of the revolution with redoubled 
vigour m d  skill. 

When the news of 'L Stamp Act repealed" arrived in 1766, the 
gentlemen at the core-house sent a deputation to Captain Wise, by 
whose brig the news came, to invite him up to drink punch, and at 
the same time to give his whole crew presents. All was joy and 
hilarity. At the Coffee-house the punch was made common, and a 
gold laced hat mas presented to the captain as a token of their gmti- 
tude. T h e  same night every street in the city was illuminated. A 
large quantity of wood mils given for bonfires, and many bnrrels of 
beer to the populace. Nest day the governor and mayonlty gave a 
great feast for 300 persons, at  the State-house gallery. At the same 
place it was uni~nimously resolved to dress then~selves nt the n p  
proaching birth-rlay in new suits of English manufacture, and to 
give their hotnespun and patriotic garments to the poor! 

I n  June, 1766, being the king's birthday, and in honour of the 
repeal, a great number of the inhabitants of the Northern Libertiee 
and Southwark met on the banks of the Schuylkill, then a place of 
arborescent shade, where 430 persons were dined in a grove. T h e  
Fnnkl in  barge, of 40 feet, and the White Oak barge, of 50 feet, 
both decomed w i~h  many flag, were then used with much pande. 
One was rowed up  the Schuqtlkill, firing her salutes; and the other 
wns dnwn through the streets of the city, also firing her salutes en 
passant. Fireworlis mere exhibited nt night. T h e  whole scene 
mas a joyous occasion, and the crowds were great. They rejoiced 
as well for the supposed concession ns for their personal and national 
interests. 

Dr. Fnnklin, who was afraid his countrymen would show too 
much exulta~ion and triumph, writes in his letter of the 27th of 
February, 1566, to Charles Thomson, sayin?, 'I I trust the beha- 
viour of the Americnn: on this occasion will bc so prudent and gmte- 
ful as t l ~ a ~  their friends here (in London) mil: have no reason to be 
nshamed ; and that our enemies, who predict that h e  indulgence 
will only n-.nl;e 11s more insolent and ungovernable, may find thern- 
selves false prophets." 

T h e  proprietary, Penn, in his letter to Secretary Peters, says, L L  I 
was given as the roftest medicine to the wound. Our friends give 
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it matter of great fiivour. Don't exult as at a g m t  victory; but 
send grateful tllanlis, &c.--else our opposing prophets here will 
verify their assertion that the repeal will cause further disobedience." 

Another letter of B. Fnnklin's to Charles Thomson, of the 11th 
of July, 1765, says, '' I did all I could to oppose the act, but the 
tide wm too strong. T h e  nation was provoked by American claims 
of independence, and d l  parties joined in resolving by this act to 
settle the pint," &kc. T h e  sequel proved how fatal was the experi- 
ment; while it lielped them to feel our pulse, it also eventuated in 
the final dismission of the royal rulers. 

T h e  Britisli authorities then in this country affected to neutralize 
the apparent esultation and triumphs at the repeal, hy joining their 
names and persons in the displays and rejoicings. Thus the governor 
joined the feastings in Pliildelphia; and at New York, the man- 
sion of General Gage, in Broad street, mils gorgeously illuminnted 
with the royal arms and "S tanp  Act repealed," k c .  

BRITISH DUTIES AND TEA ACT RESISTED. 

"Touch'd by the Midas finger of the state, 
Seeks gold for ministers to sport away." 

TEE feelings which had been excited by the Stamp Act usere 
again much revived, in what were deemed encroachments of the 
British government, in their renewed nttempts in 1768, to impose 
duties on glass, paper, &c. They  wanted our money! 

I n  September, 1763, the traders of Philadelphia, in concert with 
those of New York and Boston, resolved to import none of the 
usual goods from England, until the Act laying those duties wos 
repealed. 

I n  July, 1769, a load of innlt orrived to Amos Strettell, where- . 
upon all the brewers and traders held a meeting at the State-house, 
nnd there resolved unanimously diitt they will not purchnse nor con- 
eume the same. 

The  papers of the year 1770, are frequent in their resolutions nnd 
appeals to tlie people, to adhere lo the "non-importation agreement," 
to be persisted in until they erect a change of measures a t  home. 
The  spirit is very general, and effigies are made and burnt of any . 
dissenters of note. T h e  spirit of liberty, under the name of Sons 
of Liberty," is in full effervescence among some. Even as the op. 
position of the church of Rome to the reformation, then, only served 
to strike out new light, and to elicit more system in resistance--eo 
in politics will1 us ; the more we ninde inquiries into British misrule, 



272 British Duties and Tea dd resisted 

the more and more we discovered the benefits of s epwte  interesta 
and the rights of enfranchisement 

I n  the year 1770, the inhabitants of New York, altered for a 
season, in their poIitics, by a most extraordinary electioneering in- 
fluence, swerred from their '' non-inlporta~ion agreement," the only 
colony in the union which did it!-in consequence of which the 
patriotu of Philadelphia meet, and resolve to make no purchases of 
any thing from New Y o r k d l i n g  them at  the same time, '' a iac 
tion unfriendly to redress of grievances." 

A11 the goods which came out to Philadelphia on con~missions 
were all rejected and had to go back, and especialIy those which were 
sent to Boston. 

- 

T h e  desire to encourage domestic fabrics gave rise, in 1771, to tho 
erection of a flint g l a s  manufactory near Lancaster, by tvliich they 
hoped to mve 630,000 to the province. A china factory, too, ~vas  
also erected on Prime street, near the present navy yard, intended to 
mnke china at a saving of Jl5,000.* At the mine time, n piece of 
the finest broadcloth lever  made in Anterica" \vm publicly ex- 
hibited at the CoBee-house, from the then first and only  loon^ exist. 
ing in the colonies. 

I n  December, 1773, the tea ships, ''with the detested tea," ar- 
rived in our river ns far ns Gloucester Point, where they were arrested 
from coming nearer to the city, by a committee from the geneml 
town meeting of probably eight thousand people, assembled at the 
State-house yard. They  allowed the captain of the "Polly" to come 
to town, that he might see the prevalent spirit of opposition, by which 
he might determine whether to take the clmnce of remaining, or of 
wisely directing his voyage homeward. H e  chose the latter. I n  the 
mean time, the con~mittee procured the resignations of all the con- 
signees who had the charge to sell them. 

T h e  conclusion of the measure was, "that they had closed the 
important affair by a glorious exertion of virtue and spirit-by which 
the intended tax hna been effectually broken, and the foundations 
of American liberty (for so they then talked) more deeply laid - .  - 
than ever !" 

Finally, in July, 1774, the assembly of Pennsylvania: at Philadel- 
phia, resolved, that in consequence of the long subsisting dilferencea 
with Great Britain. that it is absolutelv necessary to call a coneress. 
which accordingly'met at Philadelph& in ~ e ~ t e h b e r  follow in^ ond 
held their session in the Carnenters' hall. A congress peculiarly 
fitted for the juncture. A bddy of greater men neqer adbrned o& 
unnals-of whom Lord Chatham said to Fmnklin, they were " t l ~ r  
most honoumble assembly of Inen ever known !" Their measures, 
and our subsequent struggles and freedom under their guidance, 

This long mw of wootlanhouses aRenvorJs beeame fmous M a soilor% brothel and 
riot-how on a luge acale. Tho former frnil w m  proved an oborlivs =heme. 
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“Dee juvatlte," are on the imperishable pages of our history, and 
in  the hearts and remembrance of every instructed American! 

A brig called the Grayhound, commanded by Captain Allen, went 
for Saleln New Jersey, with a load of ten, and landed it a t  Green- 
wich, the 22d November, 1774, (one year dter the Boston destruc- 
tion,) but young Ebenezer Elmer, (aftenvards member of congress,) 
~d others, destroyed it d l  by fire. Actions were aftenvards brought 
for the recovery of its value, and failed. T h e  w h i p  had half a dozen 
of the most eminent lawyers to favour their escape. Some were from 
Philadelphia 

THE GOVERNORS OF COLONIBL DAYS. 

THE 310dern Universal History, in speaking of our colonies in 
the times of 1731, says, "A government in any of our colonies waa 
~carcely looked upon in any other light than that of an l~ospilnl, 
where the fnvourites of the ministry might be :ill they recovered 
their broken fortunes; and oftentimes they served as asylums from 
their creditors." 

Secretary Peters, in 1 7 3 ,  says "the governors used to get 210,000 
currency a year, and the perquisites, usually, SlO,OOO." 

T h e  followirg present such notices of our governors as I have 
occasionally met, to wit: 

In  1'707, I saw some reference to facts which went to show that 
Governor Evans, who was accused of some levities, was then re- 
proached by his enemies with lewdness with young Susan H-. 
It irlight have been mere scandal. T h e  Indians at Conestogne con;- 
plnined of him, when there, as misbehaving himself to their women. 
H e  afterwards married John Moore's beautiful and estimable daughter, 
with whom he lived awhile at housekeeping at  the Fairman house 
at the Treaty-tree. H e  mas but twenty-one years of age, when first 
appointed governor. H e  moved back to England, where he lived o 
long life. 

Colonel Gookin, the governor, disappointed Penn and his friends 
in consequence of his conduct daring a considerable part of his acl- 
ministration. H e  \vas much under the influence of his brother-in- . 
law, Birmingha~n. At one time, says the council, he  removed all 
the justices of New Castle county for doing their duty in an action 
against said Birn~ingham-thus leaving the county without n single . 
magistrate for six weeks! At another time, when the judges of the 
supreme court a t  New Castle would not admit a certain commission 
of 11is to be published in court, he sent for one of the judges md 

VOI.. 11.-2 I< 
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kickex him. I n  truth, his best apology seems to 11nt.e been that he 
WIS certainly partidly deranged. I n  fact, he  afterwards (in 1717) 
niade his apology to the council for seven1 of his acts, saying his 
pli~sicinn knew that he  had a weakness in llis head; wherefore J. 
Logan ren~uked to Hunnah Penn, "Be  pleased then to consider 
how fit he was for the con~niission he so long wore!" 

1734--Kor.-The major exhibited nn account, amounting to 3 9  
18s. Gd., he had paid to John Neivbury, for the entertainment of 
Colonel Nont,nomery, late governor of Piew York-ordered paid. 

1736-On the death of Governor Gordou, James Logan became 
president of the counciI and ex-oficio governor for the province until 
h e  a n i d  of Governor Thomas, in 1738. Do any Itnow where 
Governor Gordon was interred? 

When Sir William Keith, in 1738, published hi hiztory of the 
colony of Virginia, and proposed to contmue the other colonies, he 
probably so purposed to live as an author; but as he proceeded no 
fcrther, and died at  London. in 1749, in poor circu~ristances, it is 
inferred he did not write our llistory from want of encouragement. 

It may be very little known, that he, who moved with so ~i luch 
excitement and cabal as our governor to t l ~ e  year 1726, should a t  
last fall into such neglect as to leave his widow nnlong us unndccd  
and almost forgottrn! She  lived and died in a ~mnll  wooden house 
in Third street, between High street and Mulbe~ry street-there, 
I I I U C ~ I  pinclied for subsistence, she eked out her er is te~~ce with an 
old female; and declining d l  intercourse \vitl~ society, or with her 
neighbours. T h e  house itself was burnt in 1'i'SG. 

Sir \Yilliam'schief error of administration is said to have been that 
he early took his measures to f a \ v o ~ ~ r  the elder bnnch of the Penn 
family, (already ~ufliciently provided for in the Irish estate,) to the 
prejudice of the younger brilnch, wlio rapidly acquired riches and 
influence to remove and to injure 11in1. 

1743-Governor Thornas orders n day of public thanksgiving, 
because of the news of'the pretender's defeat at the battle of Cul- 
loden. There were great rejoicings in Philudelphio-all refrained 
from labour and went genenlly to the churches. The  governor him- 
self gave n dinner to two hundred persons. 

1752--Governor K~milton celebrates the king's IA11-diiy by giving 
a great entertainment at his country-seat at Bush hill, a d  at each 
loyal toast i t  was an~lounced by the As>ociation battery at Wiccncoa! 
In the evening tl~ere was a grmd bd1, surpassing all fornler ones in 
brilliaucy, at the State-house, and his 11011our gave a supper there in 
the long gallery. 

I n  1754, Governor R. H. Morris celebrntes the king's birtli-day, 
by giving an entertainment at noon at  his house in the city, and in 
[he evening there was a great ball a t  the Stale-house, where one 
hundred ladies were present, and a 1nuc11 greater nuinber of gentle- 
men. An elegant supper mas given there in the long gallery. 

In 1763, Gover~~or R. H. Morris falls into perprtunl strife with the 
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assembly. Their correqondence is singular. They  s y  .'his d e r  
\\-as a mere idle illusion, intended first to impose on the xsembly m? 
theu on the people, d so  to figure a t  home in the eyes of the ministry; 
and the governor is offended that we hnve not kept his secret" T h e  
retort reads thus: 'LYour very tedious message is of such an infliuu- 
matory nature, that did not the duties of my stntion, and justice to 
the people, require me to tnke some notice, 1 should deem it beneath 
my notice as a gentleman." Their high dtcscations were chiefly 
about the means for nising a defence *inst the Indians. T h e  
frontier inhabitants, thinking these controversies might impede their 
supplies, came to Philitdelphia nnd surrounded the room, 
requiring immediate support This was all in the time of Braddock's 
defeat. It seems, on the whole, that the legislature acted with the 
sense of the people, for the members were re-elected, nnd Govemor 
Morrii was soon superseded by Governor Denny. 

I n  1756, Governor William Denny arrives, being escorted from 
Trenton, and when near the city, by Colonel Benjanrin fianklita's 
and Colonel Jacob Duche's regiments. T h e  mayor and corporn- 
tion give him a dinner a t  the lodge room, in Lodge alley--cost 
d'I00 139. 6d.; and the assembly gave him their dinner dso  at the 
State-house, at which were present the civil and milihry officere 
~d clergy of the city. H e  took up his residence at the house 
called the Governor's house, in south Second street, below the pre- 
sent Custom-house. A11 this looked well, and as if something 
cordial might have ensued; but ere Governor Denny had fulfilled 
his year, he thus addresses his entertainers, saying Though mode- 
rntion is most agreeable to me, there might have becn o governor 
who would have told sou the whole tenor of your messrge wos 
indecent, frivolous and evasive." T h e  assemblies always offended 
by endeavoring to spare the purses of the people, and the governors 
always get provoked because they cannot lovish supplies to the 
king's service. 

Govemor Denny's message of September, 1757, contains these 
rude remnrke ' l  If detraction and personal abuse of your governor, 
kc.-but I have been eo accustomed to this kind of treatment, 
k c .  I hnve the less reason to regret such usage, since it is obvious, 
from your conduct to those before me, you are not so much dis- 
pleased with the person governing, as impatient of being governed nt 
all!" T h e  ground of offence arose from his contin~lally asking s u p  
plies! stlpplies! I t  is'really offensive to see what levies are per- 
petually put upon the province to help them out of squabbles 
generated by the courts in Enrope, &c.-350,000 for this, and 
SfiO,000 for that, and 3100,000 for another. Supplies follow in 
such mpid succession as to have made the people feel the burthens . 
very sensibly, and if there had not becn very considerable of loyalty, 
it would not have been borne. I n  all these difficulties "1a.c 
Norris, spenker," gives his name to bear all the brunt of the con. 
flict l 
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1759-Nor.-Qovernor James Hamilton arrives from nbroad, nad 
supersedes Governor Denny. H e  had been before governor, nnd 
wns a native of Pennsylvania, and resident of Bush hill. Every 
body is pleased with his nppointment A dinner is given to him at 
 he lodge. I)enny's, which had lasted but three years, had had no 
erect but to vex the people. 

I n  1763, John and Richard Penn having amred, the forn~er, rn 
governor, in the succeeding year gets into quabbles ns usunl with 
the assembly. T h e  nssembly nmong other things resolve, "That  
ns dl hope of any degree of happiness under the proprietary govem- 
ment is now at an end, this house will adjourn to consult their 
constituents, whether or not to petition his majesty to buy out the 
Penns' right, and take them under his immediate government!" 
They  soon, however, got better reconciled, and Penn made n very 
good governor. It may be seen from a letter of Thomas Penn. 
of 1767, that he calls this scheme for forcing him to sell out, n 
measure of B. Fmnklin's, to which he shall not nccede. 

In  1765, Colonel Morris, from New York, and his Indy, tho 
Duchess of Gordon, [a very homely woman J made a visit to Phila- 
delphia, with seveml military gentlemen, and among them Genernl 
Gnge; they leave Philadelphm after a few days. Colonel Morris 
was govemor of New York, and wns very popular there-he soon 
after died, nnd ans buried there. 

I n  1771, John Penn, the governor, returns to England this year, 
because of the death of his father, Richard. Jnrnes Hnmilton, na 
p~esident of council, takes his place until he is succeeded by Richard 
Penn, who arrives in the same year. T h e  administmtion of John 
Penn, while he stayed for eight years, wns on the whole very 
ncceptnlde. , 

In 1772. Richard Penn. the newly arrived governor. n~anied Miss 
Polly ~ns i e r s ,  of ~ ~ l r i l a d e l ~ l ~ i a ,  and in 1773; he go&'bnck to Eng- 
Innd, to give place to his bro~her, John Penn, who, after visiting 
England for the purpose of settling the concenls of his father, lately 
deceased, came again to Philadelphia in the year 1773, and ngain 
nssumes tbe government of the province. 

T h e  oged Robert Ven:tbles, who died in 1834, aged ninety-eight 
years, spenking of the residences of sundry governors, told me, the 
first he knew was Governor Thornns, who lived where is now the 
Arcntle, k c .  Co\.ernor James Hamilton dwelt, when &st go- 
vernor, at  the Slate-l~ouse on Second eet; when second time \ governor, (after Denny,) he lived nt "the Governor's house," in 
Second street, wl~ere is since Waln's row, below,the Custom-housc. 
There dwelt Governor Hunter Morris, and Governor Denny. Go- ' vernor John Penn, he mid, lived and died at  '( Stamper's row" in 
Pine street, between Second and Third streets. His funern1 there 
was very great, "making quite n crowd." Said when he landed, at 
three o'clock on Sunday, at Chestnut street wharf, there wnsagrent 
eartliqunke. H e  (Robert) wus u Ind at  Christ church. It Inode 
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much fright time, and he was afnid to run down the slairs fmm 
the gallery, L L  t l q  shook so!" 

Tile foUom.~~g is a List of Govcntors n~ t h y  served In succession 
from the origin of the pratrittce, to wit: 

16S2. Oct William Penn, proprietor, acted as governor till 
1684. Aug. Thomas Lloyd, Eq., president of council till 
16SS. Dec. Copt. John Blackwell, deputy governor till 
1690. Feb. President and council. 
1693. April 26th. Benjamin Fletcher, governor. 
- June 3d. William hlarkhani, Esq., dcputy governor. 
1699. Dec. 3d. William Penn acted *in as governor. 
1701. Nov. 1st. Andrew Hamilton, Esq., deputy governor-[a 

Scolsmnn.] 
1703. Feb. President of council, Edward Shippen, till 
1704. Feb. John Evans, deputy governor till 
1709. Feb. Charles Gookin, deputy governor till 
1717. March. Sir William Keith, Bart, deputy governor till 
1726. June. Patrick Gordon, deputy governor till 
1736. June. James Logan, president of council till 
1733. June. George Tho~nas, deputy governor till 
1747. June. Anthony Palmer, president of counzil till 
1743. June. James Hamilton, deputy governor till June -[m 

American.] 
1754. Oct Robert Hunter Morris, deputy governor till 
1756. Aug. 19th. William Denny, de uty governor till 
1759. Nov. 17th. James Hamilton, ti1 ! 
1763. Oct. 31st. John Penn, son of Richard, till 
1771. May 6th. James Hamilton, president of council till 
1771. Oct. 26th. Richard Penn succeeded. 
1773. Aur. John Penn--a second time eovernor till u im. SeFt 
1777. March. Thomas Whnrton, jr., Esq., President of the Su 

preme Executive Council. 
1778. Oct JosephReed, do. do 
1781. Nov. William Moore, do. do. 
1782. Nov. John Dickinson, do. do. 
1785. Oct Benjamin Fnnklin, do. do. 
1786. Oct Thomas Mifflin, do. do. 

m e n  succeeded tho Nolo Sfate &nstitution, and 
theJrst Governar-say 

* 1790 Ocr-was Thomas Miillin, who served three terms of 
three years each, to Oct~ber, 1799; after which 
Thomas M'Kenn waa governor for three successive 
terms of three yeare each. 

24 



the sake of reference, I here add a List of Dukh and SucS~1h 
G o m m s ,  in D b a r e ,  viz. : begun 

1623. Cornelius Jacob May, 
1624. William Useling, Dutch. 
1630. Peterson de Vries, 
1631. Jolm Print.z.-Swedish. 
1635. Peter Minuets, 
1640. Wil l im Keift, Dutch. 

1643 to 1653. John Printz, 
1653-4. Papegois t S w e d i i  
1654. Rintzink, 
1 l c s - D u t c h .  
1658. John Paul Jaquet 
1659. Beekrnan.-Dutch. 
1664. Robert Cam-English. 
1673. Anthony Co1ve.-Ditto. 
16-4 Sir Edmund Andros.-English-also governor of N. Ymk 

OCCURRENCES OF THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE. 

'*The deeds of om fathers in times that are gone; 
Their vinues, their rowezs, the fields they have won, 
Their smtggles for !eedorn, the toils they endored. 
The righw and the blessing for us they procured." 

~ ~ I T E  n view to preserve sonie of our locd facts connected with 
the war of Indepeude~ice, expressed in n manner more moving aud 
stirring to our feelings than those geneml terms, by which our h i s  
torians have generalized their facts, I had nimed to collect and 
preserve such i~tdividwl and special incidents, as would bring back 
the former scenes and doinp of our forehtnera to our conternplation. 
With this purpose, I had gathered from several eye.witnesses, in 
gmphic delineations, the things they saw and did, and especially of 
those occurrences which transpired while Philadelphia was held 
under the governnleni and conquest of Genenl Howe and his army. 
L had gathered from the rembziscemcs of the nge'd, and the dian'es 
of others of that day, several curious and unpublished facts; such w 
mould surprise, stir, and interest the present genedon.* But ufier 

Somc of the fncrs were fmm the raolleciiona of the lato Colonel A. M ' h e ,  so 
pnrcrprisig in our .~hnlcr  wnr:' dong o w  linw,-nnd some from Ule dinry of a yonnp , 
kdy in the midst of thc mnrtinl doings, &c-all spirited nnd warm from the hmrt, with 
the glow of a 1. good whig ;" Bomc nleo from thc dary of n widow Prim( To rbodinu 
and end with t o q  sympnthias nnd fears 



all my p~epmt ions  on this matter, fully equal to fifty =es, I have 
found myself obliged to lay a part of it aside from the prejeut p u b  
lication. Such parls of those fitcts, as had been cotnn~~inicated to 
me, may be consulted on p q e  393 to 430, in my MS. Annals in 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

A superficial thinker may, possibly, deem it  tinimportant to attempt 
thus to preserve some of the facts transpiring in Philadelphia, con- 
cerning the war of Independence; and especially that portion of them 
relative to the enfry andposscssion of the city by the Bri thh army. 
Some may think the incidents so like to ~ I ~ o s e  of other captured 
cities, as to be unworthy of any special observation. But to minds 
of more reflection, many sufficient reasons will appear for preserving 
die memorid for posterity; especially in a book which is to treat of 
all the past events of the city. There are specialties of interest to 
be told, which no other work has or will elnbmce. T h e  interest of 
them we conceire to be enhanced, by the hopes we all entertnin, 
that Philadelphia will never q o i n  be invaded or possessed by any 
conquering foe. Remote as seems the extremity from us, the 
desire is more increased to conceire what were the feelings which 
agitated the bosoms of our kindred i n  that day. Facts, hereinder 
detailed, may serve to gratify such inquirers. T h e  genenl army 
reports, which we may have heretofore read on these sabjects, have 
been too generalized to awaken our sympathies or feeling: but in 
the present enl~ibition, the mind will find itself broughr down to 
sing& and ttdividual contemplation, in a manner which cannot 
but extort its sympathetic emotions and regard. I t  is ti duty which 
we owe our fathers for their rich bequests to us, that we should 
thus strive to appreciate their generous services, by entering into the 
just sense of their peril and sufferings 

I call it their generousdevotionfor us, because L think it probabls 
that the leaders of the revolution had long cherished the idea of 
devoting tbeir lives and fortunes to the evcntwrl independence of 
their sons. T h e  time wliicli has elapsed, einze the passions and 
excitements of the day drove every mind to extremities, may now 
be favourable to calm and dispassionate inquiq-to such os enables 
the honest historian to record the tnith withont partiality -"nothing 
to extenuate, nor aught set down in malice." It is not my proper 
business to pursue this inquiry, blit tmces enough may be found to 
invite and encourage the investigation of professed historians. It 
may somelimes be discovered in the answers to, and conflicts with 
our governors, long before the war of the revolution. I t  was,indeed, 
our policy and interest to disclaim it, and even to conceal it; and, 
therefare, we may not have much to expose thereon on our records. 
But in England, at the time, I suspect, governorsy and agents' 
reporis, if we Itnew them, would show that they much apprehended 
such a spirit and purpose in us. Seveml facts to that erect may 
be seen in the sayings and doinga concerning the Stamp Act pro- 
ceedings. as given in this book. T h e  American Whig, begun at 
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New York, in March, liGS, has an article in its fifth n'ttmber, i n -  
puted to William Livingxton, Esq., oltenvards governor of New 
Jersey, which sllows such sentiments; it says: " T h e  day dawns, 
in ~vllich the foundation of this mighty empire is to be laid by the 
establislment of a reOdar  American co11sfit11tio1t-1~joreore scvcn 
years roll over our heads, the fiwt stone n~ust he laid. As we con- 
duct now, so will it fare with us and our children Ilereairer." In 
JIay, 1755, Governor Morris, of Per~nsylvonia, i r t  one of his ungy  
nles3ges to the assembly, says, "They trifle with tlte king's cortl- 
n1:inds and interest+thus to aggrandize themselres, and to promote 
their scheme of future i~rc/epe~~c/n~cy." 

I have seen a letter from Doctor Fnnltlin, h e n  in London, to 
tlte venerable Cl~arles Thomson, dated 11th July, 1765, wherein, 
speaking of tlle Strnnp Act, he pays, Xone cot~ld be more cott- 
cerned to oppose i t  than myself; but the tide mas too strong. T h e  
nation was proco/;ed by American clninls of indcpende~lce ; and all 
parties (and we Itad nutnerous riends too) joined in resolving by 
this act, to settle the point," c d c. And when, on the 27th Sep- 
tetnber, 1766. he writes to the same, concerning the repeal, he  says, 
" H e  tnrtst leave to a personal interview the causes of repeal; ob. 
serving, llorvever, that our release was cltiefly imputable "to whnt 
the profane c::',! luck, and the pious call Providence." I have, 
indeed, my conjecture, that it was the sense of these fncts, among 
other things which I have elsewhere ascribed, that induced C11;irles 
Thomson to destroy his Hislory of the Revolution, to the perforntnnce 
of wlticlt I ltnow he was stimulated by the Hon. John Jay, " as the 
most competent man in the worltl for its proper erecution."-[See 
his letter from Pnssy, of 19th July, 1783.1 A paper of Cltarles 
Thon~son's, which I hare preserved in my collection, [see MS., 
book second, in Historical Society, p. 312,] sho\vs that the proceed- 
ings of :be congress of 1774, and subsequent-but preceding tlte 
war-purposely avoided the word province, and assanted ,the word 

wenrmort, hc .  I have seen too, nmong the MSS. of Charles 
6homson. the tlteanlres, told by me in another place, hy which ha 
and three olltcrs, of Philndelphin, overruled the people into their 
measures of resistance, in 1'775. 

Prollably we felt our maturity ; and the law of our nature prompts 
us, wlten so grown up, to cast oflour leading strinp, nnd to become 
parents and heads of familics ourselves. It is, as Buonaparte, in his 
characteristic nay, said to Col. Wilkes, of us: " T h e  youth must 
beconte a man--the time must nrrive when the cl~ild must cease to 
sleep ~vitll its mother!" I take no pnrty side in this subject; but I 
have given the clue to n closer inquiry, nnd so I leave i t  

I t  nti~llt., Ilomever, afTord interest to some, to see nt what nn early 
time the spirit of independence in our countrymen was supposed to 
%e operating. Allllotlqh we had suficienl love and loyalty to the 
king and parent country, it wns natural enough ~ h n t  we should love 
our own soil, and its apparent interesis, still better. Some scarce 
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works of the olden time, present some views on tllese topics, thnl 
may be quite rlew to many readers, to wit: 

Evelyn, in his Memoirs, has declared the fact, that the crown, in 
his day, was quite jealousof its American possessions, as leaning too 
much to irrdcpor&uce, even before the settlc~:ent of Pennsylvmia 
T o  this cause he in~putes the establish~nent of those well-known 
state inquisitors, called the lords of tracle, that they might take ,m 
oversight of their conduct, i ~ c  a concealed maturer, and SO slilnd 
ready to report the smne to the monarch--and withal be a l~le  to 
check in tinie the ispirings to independent power. Tire boardof 
trade, mys he, had their first meeting on the 26th of Jhy, 1671, and 
were LO a&ke u t d  courml his majesty for tlie well governing of 
his plantations," LC. "Their first letters to the governors required 
them to render us  an account of their present state and governuient; 
but what toe ?nost insisted on, (for Ire wns one of the board, and is, 
of course, firsl mte authority in tllis case,) wns to know the condition 
of New Ertqland, which appeared to be very Lcrlepcndetit as to 
their regard to Old England, or his majesty. Rich atcd strottq 
they now were, there were pea t  debates in what style to write to 
t l te t~~,  and there were fears of their breaki~rq from all clcpnrdcjlce 
otc this mtio7r His majesty, therefore, comtnended 111i.s afair 
more ezprmsly. Some of our counsel were for sending them a 
m e ~ ~ t c g  Ictter, which t h e  who belter understood the pceukhand 
tvucl~y humour of that colony, were utterly ugaittst. We therefore 
thought fit, in  thcjirst place, to acquaint ourselves ns well na we 
could of the state ol'that place, by some [of the crown oficers, pro- 
bably,] that were newly come from thence." T h e  same work con- 
toins other similar remarks bearing on this subject. 

P. Heylin's Cosn~ography, London edition, 1703, contains this 
remark : L L  This pliintiition (New England) hiu ever pretended to be 
more free tlim any of the rest of our western plantations, and will 
not be goverried by acts of parlia~iient as tlie rest are, b& Iuue set 
up a mint of their ow~r, (a two shilling piece of this coinqe is now 
in niy possession,) and trade whither they plense in their own ships; 
and although they reverence [fear] the crown of Englnnd, and so 
trade not with its enemies, yet they,in the two last reigns, did srzrce 
ockrtowledqe tl~enlselves stcL+cts till the chwter w.iw t a h n  away, 
and a governor sent to them, on wlioni they wreaked tliejr ven- 
geance at the revolution." ['I'his means Sir Edlnund Androa, I 
presume.] L L  This, though h e  of the ?ol~ole, is mostly applicnble 
to N m  Boston, which about twenty years ago had fifty sail of stout 
merchant ships, and now (in 1692) are much more in t~umber." 
"Till the reign of King James II., they wodd never sdrttit to ilny 
qovernor sent from England, but live like any free state. But o 
quo warrnnto being sent qpinst  them in 1653, by his late majesty, 
they submitted to Henry Canfield, Eq., and in 1656, accepted Sir 
Edward Andrew [Andros] na governor." In  another place, he 
sums us lip ns a people " who Ionzed for itrnovatiorrs in church and 
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sta~~.," and Xew England itself, l i e  old Rome in the eyes of Livy: 
"ad qurt: turba omnis ex finitinlis gelltibus novnruni rerum cupide 
confluxit!" 

Joseph Bennet, Eq., in his BIS. History of Hew England, in 
possession of I. P. Korris, Esq., written about the year 1740, ntal;ea 
these remarks, to wit: u I remember it \\'as tdked sonle g e m  ago, 
rhnt the people of New England were grown so rich and powerful, 
h a t  there 1vas danger of their revolting from the crown aud setting 
r;p for ilrenlsclves." In another place he says, " The  people here 
affect to talk very big sometimes, when they think tl~emselves out 
of clotger.." '= I t  has been conjectured by s o m ,  that the dissenters 
in England had their friends in New England, wit11 WIIOIII they 
Loped, in case of failing to subvert the ecclesiastic:~l and civil go- 
vernment at home, they might have fulfilled tl~eir darling schenler 
of independency in the church, and dernocmcy in the state, and 
become here the founders of some new religion as well of a new 
repullic." This notion he however admits is " strongly repelled 
by others as malicious." 

T h e  Swedish traveller. Professor Kalm. has set doan l ~ i s  irnnres- 
sions on the case, us reckived when at fiew York, 174~.-~e;?  hi^ 
vol. i. p. 266. There he says: ' L  I have been told bg Englishmen,. 
either born here or in Europe, tllat the English coIunics here, in 
'he space of thirty or fifty years, [the time \vhicll actually oceurred.q 
would be able to form nstatc by thenlsclues, entirely inrlependenl of 
Old Ergland.  But os the country which lies along the sea is 
unguarded, and on the land side is hamsed by the French, tlrese 
m e  s u ~ m h . ?  to prevent the heaclr from the mother country. T h e  
English hare, tl~erefore, sufficient reason to consider the French in 
North A~nerica M the best means of keeping the colonies i n  t h i r  
clue submission." In  anotl~er place he says: LL There is reason to 
believe that the king never wns in to expel the French, be- 
cause rhcy being ~nucl. fewer in numbers, might have been with 
little difliculty. T h e  restrictions of the crown in ik t d e ,  kc., 
mas on puyose to restmiti their growth. These things [the senw 
of tllelu] occasioned the colonies to grow less icnder for their mother 
country; and this coobtess is increased by Gennnns, Dutch and 
French, kc., settled among them." 

\\'ith a design to elicit from some of our aged citizens, their recol- 
lecrlons of incidenk occurring while the British held possession of 
Plliladelpllia, from November, 1777, to May, 1778, 1 drew up a 
paper of interrogntories, not needful to be repeated here, which 
inquiries will account for some of the following comniunications 
taking the  for^^^ of cr~tmcrs, to wit: 

The En t ry  of the &my--a9 told by Captain J.  C. 
I 

T h e  grenadiers, with Lord Cornwallis at their head, led the van 
when they entered the city ; their tranquil look and dignified appear- 



Pace have left an impression on tny mnd ,  that the British grenadiers 
were iuimihble. Aa I am relating the feelings and observations of a 
boy then only ten years old, I slid1 mention ttlatly things, perhaps, 
not worth relating; for instance, I went up to the front mnk of the 
gtenadiew when they had entered Second street, when several of 
them addresed me Illus,-"How do you do, young one-how are 
you, my boy"-in a brotherly tone, that seems still to vibrate on my 
ear; then reached out their hands, and severally wught mit~e, and 
shook it, not with on exulting shake of conquerors, as 1 tliou~ht, 
but with a sym.ylllizing one for the vanquished. The  Hemans 
composed n part of the van-gttad, and followed in the renr of the 
grenadiers--their looks to me were terrific-their bnss caps-their 
musutches-their countenances, by nature morose, and their rnusic, 
that sounded better English than they themselves could speak- 
plunder-plunder-plunder-gave a desponding, heart-bre&in,p ef- 
fect, as I tho~~ght ,  to all; to nle it was dreadful beyond expression. 

Rccollcctiuns of the Entry of the Anny-by a Lady. 

In answer to my esteemed friend JVatson'a queries, respecting 
what I a n  remember of the state of thing, facts, and the expres- 
sion of public opinion, during the memorable years of 1777 and '78, 
when the hostile army of Great Briutin occupied Philadelphia, I will 
give my recollec~ions as briefly and ns simply as I can. 

I em well remember the previous gloo~n spread over the minds 
of the inhabitants, from the tirne it was tbought iue enemy would 
advance through the Jerseys; the very darkest hour of the revolu 
tion appearing to me to be that preceding the capture of the He.+ 
sians a t  Trenton. T h e  tories who favoured the government at 
home, (as Engli~nd wils then called,) became elated, and the whigs 
depressed. This mxy account for a good deal of severity that wm 
used before the constituted authorities of that titne.lefi the city, in 
visiting the inhabitants, und inspecting what stores of provisions thcy 
had, taking.in some instnnces what they deemed superfluous, espe- 
cially blatlkets, of which our army were in great need. After the 
public authorities had lef~ the city, it war a very gloomy time indeed. 
We  knew the enemy had landed at  the head of Elk, hut of their 
procedure and tnovements we had but vague information; for none 
were left in the city in public employ, to whom expresses would be 
addressed. 'The day of the battle of Brandywine war one of deep 
anxiety We l~eilrd the firing, and knew of an engagement be- 
tween the armies, without expecting immediate information of the - 
result, when towartls night a horseman rode at  full speed down 
Cliestnut street, and turned round Fourth to the Indian Queen 
public house; many n n  to hear what he had to tell, and, ns I 
remember, Itis account was pretty near the auth. H e  told of Lo 
Fayette being wounded. 

We had for a neighbour, and an intimate acquaintance, a very 



amiable English gentleman, (H. Gnmey,) w l ~ o  had been in the 
British army, and had left the service upon marrying a rich and 
excellent lady of Pl~iladelpl~ia, some jears before. He  was a person 
so  nu-h liked and esteemed by the public, that he remained unmo- 
lested at  a time when tile committee of public safety sent m m y  
excellent citizens into banisllment without a Ilearing, upon the most 
vague and unfounded suspicion; but conteuted tl~er~~selves with 
only taking his word of honour, dlat he would do nohing inimical 
to the country, nor fumish the enemy wit11 any inforr~lal~on. H e  
endeavoured to give my mother confidence that the inl~abitants 
tvould not be ill-treated. H e  advised that we sl~ould be dl well 
dressed, and that we should keep our houses closecl. T h e  army 
niarched in, and took possession of the town in the ~norning. W e  
were upstairs, and saw them pass to h e  State-house; h e y  looked 
well, clean, and well clad, and the contrast between t11en1 and our 
own poor barefooted and =ged u o o p  was very great, and mused a 
feeling of despair-it was a solemn and impressive day-but I saw 
no exultation in tlle enemy, nor indeed in [llose who were reckoned 
farourable to their success. Early in the afternoon, Lord Com- 
wdlis' suite arrived, and look possession of my mother's house. 
But my mother ~vns appalled by the numerous train which took 
possession of her dwelling, and shlnnk from having strch inmates; 
for a y a r d  was mounted at the door, and the yard filled with sol- 
diers and bagsage of every description ; and I well remember what 
we thought of the haughty looks of Lord Rawdon* and the other 
aidde-camp, ns they traveaed tile upartn~ents. illy mother desired 
to speak with Lord Cornwallis, and he attended her in the front 
pnrlour. She told him of her situirtion, and horn impossible it 
would be f i ~ r  her to skry in her own house with such a numerous 
train as composed Iris lordship's estaljlislln~ent. Me behaved with 

grentf olileness to her, said he should be sorry to give tmuble, ond 
moul hare other quarttrs looked out for him-they withqrew thnt 
very afternoon, and he was acco~nmodated at  P e ~ e r  Reeve's,t in 
Second, near to Spruce street, and we felt very glad at the esemp- 
tion-but it did not last long-for directly the quarter-masters were 
employed in billeting the troops, and me had to find room for two 
officers of artillery, and afterwards, in addition, for two gentlemen, 
secretaries of Lord Howe. 

T h e  ofticers, very generally, I believe, behaved with politeness tr: 
the inhabi~ants, and many of them, upon going away, espressei 
their satisfaction that no injury to the city was contemplirted kj 
their commander. They said, thnt living among the inl~abitants, 
and speaking the same language, made them uneasy at the tl~ought 
of acting as enemies. 

At first, provisions were scarce and dear, nnd we had to live with 
I 

Sinco tho Marquis of Hastings, and who d i d  at Mdlta, in 1826. 
t R'OW Dnvid Lowid ~ U U B E .  142 south Pewnd street. 
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ntucll less abundance than we had been accustomed to. Hard 
money was, indeed, as difficult to come at, as if it had never been 
taken from the mines, except with those who had th ing  to sell for 
tlie use of the army. They  had given certificates to the farmers as 
they came up through Cllester county, of the amount of stores they 
had taken, and upon these being presented for payment at hend- 
quurten, they mere duly honoured. My mother received a season- 
able supply in this way, from persons who wcre in her debt, and 
had been paid for what the army had taken. 

Every thing considered, the citizens fared better than could have 
been expected, and though it wns extremely disagreeable in many 
places, on account of the dirt, yet the city was healthy. T h e  
enemy appeared to have a great deal of shipping in the Delaware ; 
I counted sixty vesrels, that looked of large size, moored so close to 
each other, that it seemed as if you could not p a s  n hand between 
them, neur to where the navy yard now is--and all the wharves and 
places seemed crowded. There wns scnrce any thing to sell in the 
shops when they came into the t o w ,  and the paper money had 
depreciated to nothing. I ren~ember two pieces of silk that I saw 
on sale a little before their arrival, nt 100 dollnrs per yard. Tea 
was fifty and sixty dollars per pound. 

The  day of the battle of Gerrnantown we heard the firing ail day, 
but knew not the result. Towards evening they brought in the 
wounded. T h e  prisoners were carried to the State-house lobbies, 
and the street wns presently filled with women taking lint and 
bnndqes, and every refreshment which they thought their sufl'ering 
countrymen ritigllt want. 

General Howe, during the time he stayed in Philadelphia, seized 
and kept for his own use Mary Pemberton's coach and horses, in 
which lie used to ride nbout the town. T h e  old oficers appeared 
to be uneasy ut his conduct, and eome of them freely expressed 
their opinions; they mid, that before his promotion to the' chief 
command, he sought for the counsels and cotnpmy of officers of 
experience and merit-but now, his con~panions were usually a set 
of boys-the most dissipated fello\vs in tlie army. 

Lord Howe was much more sedute and dignified than his brother, 
redly dignified, for lie did not seem to aflrect any pomp or pande. 

They were exceedingly chagrined and surprised at the capture of 
Burgovne, a ~ i d  nt first would not sufkr it to be mentioned. W e  
had received undoubted intelligence of the faat? in n letter from 
2hnrles Thomson, and upon comtnunicuting t111s circurnstnnce to 
Henry Gurney, his interrogatories forced an ncknowledgement from 
some of the superior officere, that it was, ns he said, 'l alas! too 
true !" 

One of my acquaintance, indeed un intimnte one, performed the 
part of a nymph of the blended rose," in the splendid festivnl of 
the Meschianza, but I saw no part of the show, not even the deco- 
rated h d  where the knights and ladies supped, amidst the l' gmnd 



256 Ocnurences of the Fliv of A~dependence. 

Salema" of their turbaned nttendmts; nor even the ridotto p r t ,  
whish w;is gnzed at froln the ~vharves and worel~ouses by all tha 
uninvited population of the town. 

T h e  streets seewed always well-filled with both onicen and sol- 
diers, and I believe they frequently attended difTerent  place^ of wor- 
 hip, but Friends' nleeting were not ~nuch to their tastes. They 
had their own chaplains to the dinerent regilnents, ~vllich appeared 
to us a mere mockery of religion. Piirson Badger was chapltrin to 
the artillery, nnd he was billeted at John Field's, ~ h o ,  with his 
wife, were rery plain Friends, in our neighbourl~ood. The  house 
was very small, and he had the front room up-stairs, and as he \vas 
n jolly, good-tempered person, he cvas IIIUCII liked I?). the young fel- 
lows who used to cnll to see him after pnndes. 

Even whig ladies went to the BIescllianza and to badle, but I 
knew of rery few instances of ottachments formed-nor, with the 
exception of one instance, of any want of propriety in bel~ariour. 

When they left the city, the officers cnme to take leave of their 
acquaintance, and express their good wishes. I t  seemed to us, thnr 
a considerable change had taken plnce in their prospects of success, 
between the time of their entry and depnrture. They often spoke 
freely in conversation on these subjects. 

"The  Honounble Cosrno Gordon" stayed allnight nt his quarters, 
nnd lay in bed so long the nest morning, that the innlily thought it 
but kind to waken him, and tell him "his friends, the rebels," were 
in town. I t  was with great difficulty he procured a boat to put him 
over the Delaware. Perhaps he and liis n ~ u n  were the last that 
embarked. Many soldiers hid the~nselves in cellars and other 
places, and stayed behind-(I have heard.) I n  two hours after we 
snm the last of them, our own dragoons gallopped down the street. 

When our own troops took possession of the city, Genenl Arnold, 
then flushed with the recent capture of Butgoyne, wai appointed to 
the command of it, and his quarters, (as if we had been conquered 
from an enemy) appointed at Henry Gurney's! They were op 
pl led  at the circumstance, but tl~ouglit it prudent to make no 
resistance, when, to their a p e n b l e  ~urprise, his politeness, and thnt 
of liis aids, Major Fnnl ts  nnd Captuin Clarkson, ninde the imposi- 
tion set light, and in n few days he renloved to RIB. Master's I~ouse 
in Rlarlce~ street, that had been occupied ns hei~d-quarters by Gene- 
rnl Howe, where he entered upon a style of living but ill nccording 
with republican simplicity, giving sumptuous entertainlnents, that 
involved him in expenses arid debt, and m o s t p h n b l y  h id  the 
foundation, in his necessities and poverty, of his future deception and 
treason to his country. H e  married our I'ldadelphia Miss Shippen. 

firlher ficls-by J .  P. A'., Esq 
I 

I recollect seeing the division march down Second street, when 
Lord Co~nwnllis took possession of the city-the troops were gag 



sod well clad. A number of our citizens appeared sad acd setioua 
When I saw them, there wns no huzzain? T h e  artillery were 
quartered in Chestnut, between Third and Stxth strecb-the State- 
house yard wns mnde use of ns rr Purk-the 42tl Highlanders occu- 
pied Cltestnut below Third street-the 15th regiment wele in quw- 
ters in Market street, in and about Fifth street. 

When the enemy mere bombarding Fort MiIimin, me could see 
the path of the bomb from the top of niy old house. T h e  Mowing 
up of the Augusta wns attended with o shock sitnilar to that of an 
earthquake. I itnmediately started for Schuylkill point, where the 
British hati a battery, nnd saw some firing. T h e  onicers appeared 
much chagrined at the events of the day. On our way down, we 
met serer51 wngonu with wounded soldiers-many of tlietn in great 
pin-their moans and cries were very distressing. These men had 
been mounded before Red Bank fort. 

I wns present when some of the troops were going off for Ger- 
mantown, the morning of the b a t t l e t h e y  were in high spirits, and 
moved in a trot. 

Houses entirely occupied by the soldiery were a good denl in- 
jured-their contluct, however, was quite ns good ns could be ex- 
pected. T h e  ollicers of middle nge were in genernl polite-the 
younger ones were more dnshing. Some of thetn had women with 
thetn. I recollect Colonel Birch of the horse, and Major Williams 
of the artillery had. They occupied houses to themselves, nnd 
were not quartered on families. All the regimen@ panded morning 
and evening. 

After the battle of Germantown, the officers who were mnde pn 
Ioneta in that action were confined some days in the long room 
upstairs in the Stnte-house, afterwards Peale's Museum. 

During the winter, prisoners and deserters were frequently brought 
iu, and carried first to head-quarters. They  were easily distin- 
guished, as the latter always had their arms, and which they were 
allowed to dispose of; they were almost nnked, and get~enl ly  with- 
out shoes--an old dirty blanket around them, attached by a leather 
belt around the waist. 

Deserters' from head-quarters were led off to the superintendent 
(Galloway,) and onicers of the new corps were generally on the look 
out to get them to enlist. 

T h e  citizens of Philadelphin were once p t i f ied  with the full dis- 
' 

play of General Washington's whole army. I t  was done on the 
occnsion of raising the spirits of the whiga, and of proportionably 
dispiriting the mensures of the tories. As it mns intended for effect, 
~t mas, of course, in its best arruy for our poor means, nnd hnd indeed 
the effect to convince the tories it wns far more formidable thnn they 
expected! This  ninrtial entry pmed down the long line of Front 
street. There, thousnnds of our citizens beheld numerous poor fel- 
lows, never to be seen more among the sons of men! They  wen 
on their mnrch to meet the enemy, lnnded at tho hwd of Elk 
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They encountered at Brandywine and at Gen~mntown, and besidea 
losing many lives, retained little of all those iu~ple~nents and equi. 
pages, which constituted their street-display in our city. 

Among the things connected with the British, while they occu 
pied Philadelphia, wny be set down the f o l l o \ ~ i n ~  incidents: 

'l'own's Evening lJost, of 1777, says, LL The  Br~tish entered Plda-  
delphia under the Enrl Corn\vallis-n~arcl~ed down Second street, 
and encaniped to the southward of the to\\YL" T h e  same paper saya, 
"The  fine appearance and strict discipline of the soldiers, and polite- 
ness of tlie officers, soon dispelled the fears of tlie inhabitants- 
kindled joy in the countennnce of the well-affected." T h e  same 
paper derides the attempt of the Delaware friple and the row-galleys 
to annoy the ci~y-cnlls it also cruel!-She got aground, and l~ud to 
strike. They also deride the sligllt defence to resist them at Swedes' 
ford, where they had cast up redoubts, nnd allege that 111e i~fihir of 
Germantown wm ill-~nnnqed. T h e  pnper gives the copies of two 
letters found on board the l)eln\vnre, purporting to be writtrn by Capt. 
Alexander, l ~ e r  conllnander, full of bud spelling! A quiz st iusult ? 

T h e  followiug advertisement, at  l'lriladelphin, may serve to show 
the state of impudent profiigncy of some of the British officials in 
our country, to wit: " JVnnted lo hire with two single gentlemen, a 
you% wonzon, to act in the capncity of Ito~~seliceper, and v h o  cau 
occos~onally put her hand to any  thing. Ezfrat'ugant wages wil\ 
be given, and no clraraclcr required. Any young wonlim mlio choosea 
to offer,may be further informed at the bnr of the City tavern." 

T h e  Evening Post of June, '78, sirys, " The  British army went 
off on Thuaday morning-having befo~e trnnspor~ed their stores and 
most of their artillery into New Jersey, wl~ere they Itnd thrown up 
some works, and had some of their regin~ents encnn~ped." They 
xossed at  Gloucester point, ns being so narrow. On Friday, the 
19th June, General Arnold took possession of I'hilndelpl~in. It 
must have been foreseen by congress, because it pnssed a resolve on 
the 4th June, concerning the city in case of such an event. Yet 
the Inas  of the citizens had no such foresight. 

While the British were in Philadelphin, the town boys, and boye 
with the Britis'l army, as drummers, k c . ,  with a few tory boys, used 
to have r~gulnr battles. T h e  town boys had their hend-quarters and 
fortificntions at the brewhouse of Morris, nenr the Drawbr idge4  
drum boy at lmt got killed, and a stop wns put by authority. 

Genenl Knyphausen, exnlted as he mas in riink, used to eprend 
his bin ter on his brend with his thumb! What a. fancy ! This was 
told by one of the family where he quartered. In  his deporhnent 
Ile wm gentle, and esteelned. 

I add also tire localities occupied by the army and  ogiccrs as some- 
/ tlring unl~rown to the present generation, lo wit ; 

Genernl Howe lived in the house in High street, near Sixth streel 
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where wns afienvards the residence of President Washington His 
brother, Lord Howe, resided in Chestnut street, in the house now 
the Farmers nnd Mechanics' Bank. Geneml Knyphausen lived in 
the house now Geneml Cadwallader's, in south Second street, oppo- 
site to Little Dock street. Lord Cornwdlis dwelt in the house stnce 
af David Lewis, in Second above Spruce street. Colonel Aber- 
crombie--afterwards the Geneml, who wns killed in Egypt-dmelr 
in the liouoe of Whitehead, in Vine street, second door west of 
Cable lane. iUnjor Andre dwelt in Dr. Franklin's mansion in a 
court back from High street. 

Seven1 of tlie British troops used to exercise in the large vacant 
lot appurtenant to Bingham's mansion. 

T h e  British who were wounded at  the battle of Brandymine 
were put in Cuthbert and Hood's stores and houses in Penn street 
T h e  i\mericans were put into the lobbies of the State-house. T h e  
British wounded at Germantown were put into the Scotch Presby- 
terinn church in Spruce sweet. 

While the British remained, they held frequent plays at the old 
theatre, the performances by their officers. T h e  scenes were painted 
by Major Andre and Captain Delancy; they had also stated balls. 

They had under their control two tory presses--one the "True 
Royal Gazette," by James Humphreys, nnd the other the " Royal 
Pennsylvania Gazette," by James Robertson. 

Sir William Howe mas a fine figure, full six feet high, nnd well 
roportioned-in appearance not unlike his antngonist, G e n e d  

k h i n g t o n .  His manners were gmceful and dignified, und he 
was much beloved by his officers, for his generosity and affa- 
bility. 

Sir Henry Clinton, his successor in command, was in n good 
degree a direrent man-he wa3 short and fat, with a full face and 
,xominent nose, in his intercourse wns reserved, and not so popular 
h Howe. 

Lord Cornwnllis wns short and thick-set, his hair somewhat grny, 
his face well formed and qreenble, his manners remnrkably easy 
and a!Table-much beloved by his men. 

Genernl Knyphausen wns much of the Gerrnan in his appeamcce, 
always very polite io bowing to respectable citizens in the streeta, 
not tall, but slender and straight.. His features sharp and mnrtial, 
very honournble in his dealings. 

Colonel Turleton was rallier below the middle size, stout, 
strong, heavily made, 1arg.e muscular legs, and an uncommonly 
active person; his complexion dark, and 111s eye small, black and 
piercing. 

Among their greatest feata while at Philadelphia, wns that of 
the celebrnted Meschianzn," so called T h e  description of which 
more at  length is given in my MS. Annals in tlie Philadelphin 
Librnry, pages 300 to 308, from which I extract the present s1101i 
notice, to w ~ t  : 
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The ~lleschia~r=a a t  Philadelphia. 

This is the appellation of the most splendid pageant ever exhtb~ted 
iu our country, if we except the great Federal Procesion" of all 
tmdes and professions, through the streets of Philndelphia in 17SS. 
T h e  Meschianza nu chiefly n tilt and tournament with other enter- 
tninments, as the term implies, nnd mno given on Monday the 1Sth 
of May, I77S, at  Wharton's country-sent in South\vark, by the 
officers of General Sir William Home's army, to tlmt oflicer, on his 
quitting the command to return to England. A considemble num- 
ber of our city belles were present; which :pve  considemble offence 
ofternwds to the wh ip ;  and did not fail to mark the fair ns the 
"tory ladies." T h e  ill-nature and the reproach have long since 
been forgotten. 

T h e  company began to assemble at three to four o'clock, at 
Knight's \vharf,* at the water edge of Green street in the Northern 
Liberties, and by half past four o'clock in the afiernoon the whole 
were embarked, in the pleasant montll of May, in a LLgrnnd regatta" 
of three divisions. I n  the front of the whole were three flat boats, with 
il band of music in each of them, "rowed regular to harmot~y." As 
this usenlblage of vessels progressed, barges rowed on the flanks, 
" ligld skimming, stretch'd their oary wings," to keep off the mnlti- 
tude of boats that crowded from the city as beholders; and the 
houses, balconies and wharves were filled with spectators nll nlong 
the river side. 

When arrived at the fort helow the Swedes' church they formed 
a line thrcngh nn avenue of grenadiers, and light-horse in the rear. 
T h e  company were thus conducted to a square lawn of one hundred 
and fifty yards on tach side, and wl~iclt wns also lined with troops. 
This area formed the ground for a tilt or tormtament. On the 
front seat of each pavilion were placed seven of the principal young 
ladies of the country, dressed in Turkish habits, and wearing in 
their turbans the articles which they intended to beslow on their 
several gallant knights. Soon the trumpets at a distance announced 
the approach of the seven zoliite X7~igIds, habited in white and red 
silk, and lnor~nted on gmy chargers, richly caparisoned in similar 
colours. These were followed by their ~ere ra l  esquires on foot; 
besides t hcx  there wns a herald in his robe. These d l  made the 
circuit of the square, saluting the ladies as they passed,t nnd then 
they mnged in line with their indies ; then their herald, Mr. Bcau- 
rnont, after a flourish of trurnpeb, proclaimed their chnllenge, in the 
nntne of " the btiglds ofthe blended rose," declaring that the ladies 
of their order excel in wit, beauty and accon~plishn~ents, those of the 

TIua wnsrlot nmr time wns tho only wharf nlmve Vine atreef which ran out to a 
good depth of wnler. The ticket8 nf admission (one of which I have) wore elcgnnt and 

1 curious. It had a v~cw of the ma, milihry trophies, the gencrnl's crest, YIve Vuk. 
t ! have in my MY. Annals an original drnainfi, by Majar Andre, ahowing (he dyls' 

of thu dmr. 
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whole world, nod they are ready to enter the lists winst m y  
knights wlio will deny the same, according to the laws of nncient 
chivalry ; at the third repetition of the challenge, a sound of trum- 
pets announced the entrance of another herald, with four trumpeters 
dressed in black and onnge. T h e  two heralds held a parley, when 
the black hernld proceeded to proclaim hie rZt$ance in the name of 
l L  the k-nig/ib of the lunring muuntoin." Then re~iring, there soon 
after entered "the black k7~ights," with their esquires, pfeceded by 
their hernld, on whose tunic wna represented a mountam sending 
fordl flames, and the motto, 'l I burn for ever." 

These seven knights, like the former ones, rode round the lists, 
and made their obeisance to the ladies, and then drew up fronting 
the white knights, and the chief of these having thrown down his 
gauntlet, the chief of the black knights directed his esquire to ~ a k e  
it up. Then  the knights received their lances from their esquires, 
fixed their shields on their left nrms, nnd making a genenl salute to 
cnch other by a movement of their lances, turned round to take their 
career, nnd encountcring in full g d o p ,  shivered their spears! I n  
the second and third encounter they discharged their pistols. I n  the 
fourth they fought with tlieir swords. 

From the garden they ascended a flight of steps, covered \vitl~ mr- 
pets, which led into a spacious hull, the panels of which were painted 
i n  imitation of Sienna marble, enclosing festoons of white marble. 
I n  this hall and the adjoining apartments, were prepared ten, lemon- 
nde, kc., to which tlie company yealed themselves. At this time 
the knights came in, and on their knee received their favours from 
their respective ladies. From these apartments they went up to a 
bnll-room, decorated in n light, elegnnt style of painting, and show- 
ing many festoons of flowers. T h e  brilliancy of the whole ww 
heightened by eighty-five mirrors, decked with ribands and flowcrs, 
and in the intermediate spaces were thirty-four branches. On the 
same floor were four drawing rooms, with sideboards of refreshments, 
decornted and lighted in the style of the ball-room. T h e  ball wos 
opened by the knights and their ladies; and the dances continued 
till ten o'clocli,~when tlie windows were thrown open, nnd a magni- 
cent bouquet of rockets began the fire-worlis. These were planned 
by Captain Montresor, the chief engineer, and consisted of twenty 
direrent displays in great variety and beauty, and changing G e n e ~ l  
Howe's arch into a variety of shapes nnd devices. At 12 o'clock, 
(midnight,) supper was announced, nnd large folding doors, before 
conceded, sprltng open, and discovered n mqnificent saloon of two 
hundred nnd ten feet by forty feet, and twenty-two feet in heigl~t, 
with three alcoves on each side, which served for sideboards. T h e  
sides were painted with vine leaves and festoon flowers, and fifty-six 
.arge pier-glosses, ornamented with green silk nrtificinl flowers and 
ribnnds. There were also one hundred branches trimmed,. and 
, ' All the mirmm and lustres, kc, wore bnmwcd from the citizens, and were dI ren( 

home with all their ornnmeats amehed to them M a compliment for their pla 
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eighteen lustres of twenty-four lights hung from the ceiling. There 
were three hundred was tapers on the supper kibles, four hundred 
and tliiny covers, and twelve hundred dishes. There were taenty- 
four black slaves in oriental dresses, with ~ i lver  collars and bnceleur 

Townrds tile close of the banquet, the h e d d  with his trumpeters 
entered m d  announced the king and royal fan~ily's health, with 
other toasts. Each tonst was followed by a flourish of music. After 
the supper, the company returned to the ball-room, and continued 
to dance until four o'clock in the morning. 

I onrit to describe the two orches, but they were greatly embel- 
lished. They had two fronts, in the Tuscan order. T h e  pediment 
of one was adorned with nanal trophies, and the other rvith milifmy 
ones. 

Wijor Andre, who wrote a description of it, (dlhough his name is 
concealed,) calls it '' the most sple~ulid entertainment ever given b j  
an  army to its gene&." T h e  ~vhole expense was borne by t ~ e f i t y -  
two field oflicers. T h e  managers were Sir John \17rotlesl~y, Colonel 
O'Harn, Majors Gardiner and Nontresor. This  splendid pilgeant 
hlazed out in one short night! Next day the enclrantment was dis- 
solved ; and in exactly one month, all these knigf~ts and the whole 
army chose to muke their march from the city of l'hili~delphia! 

When I think of the few sunrivors of that p y  scene who now 
exist, (of some whose spriglitliness and beauty are gone !) I cannot 
but feel a gloom succeed the recital of the fete. I think, for instmcc, 
of one who ans then " the queen of the fiIesclhnzn," since Mrs. L., 
now blind, and Fast waning from the things that be." T o  her I 
am indebted for many facts of illustntion. She tells me that the 
unfortunate Alajor .Andre was tlie chnrn~ of the company. Lieut. 
Andre, his esquire, mas his brother, a youth of about nineteen, pos- 
sessing the proniise of an  accon~plished gentleman. Major Andre 
and Captain Oliver Delnncey painted, tltemselves, the chicf of rho 
decorations. T h e  Sietina marble, for instance, on the apparent side 
~valls, was on CUllVaS,  in the ~ t y l e  of stage scene painting. Andre 
also painted the scenes used ut the theatre, at wliich tlte British offi- 
cers performed. T!le proceeds were given to the widows and or- 
pl~ans of their soldiers. T h e  waterfall scene, dmwn by him, wae 
still in the building when it lately burnt. She assures me that, of 
all that was borrowed for tlre entertainment, ?wtI~ing WDS injured or 
lost. They  desired to ply  double if nccidents occurred. T h e  gene- 
ml deport~nent of the officers \\.as very praiseworthy therein. Thero 
were no lndies of British olficers, save Miss Auchmuty, the new 
bride of Captain Montr~  or. T h e  American 'yotrng ladies present 
were not numerous--not exceeding fifty. rflhe others were married 
ladies. Most of our ladies hnd gone from tlie city, and what re- 
mained of course in great demand. T h e  American gentlemen 

I present were aged non-combatants. Our young men were w h i p  
generally, and were absent. 

No ofrence wm offered to the lndies afterwords, for their accept. 
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ance of this instnnce of an enemy's Iloepi~qlity. When the Ameri- 
cans returned, they got up a glmt ball, to be given to the officers of 
the French army, and the American onicers of Washington's com- 
mand. When the managers came to invite their goests, it wru 
made a question whether the L'AIescl~ianza ladies" should be in- 
vited. I t  wns found they could not make up their company without 
them; they were therefore includzd. When they came, they looked 
differently habited from tltose who had gone to the country, "they 
having assumed the high head-dress, Scc." of the British fashion 
(vide a specimen, p. 218, of my 31s. Annals, in the City Libnry,) 
and so the chancters, unintentionally, were immediately perceived 
at a glance tl~rough the hall.-[It was in the M;lsonic hall in Lodge 
nlley.] But lots being cast for partners, they mcre soon fully inter- 
mixed, and conversation ensued as if nothing of jealousy had ever 
existed, and all umbrage was forgotten. 

The  same lady was also at  a splendid supper nnd dance given by 
Captain Harnmond, on board the Roebuck. T h e  ship was fully 
illuminated, and one hundred and seventy-two persons snt down to 
supper. 

Miss J. C-g,. who was also a Iznigltt's lady, has kindly given me 
her original inv~tation from Sir Henry Calder, (an officer of high 
mnk,) and also an original dmwing by Mnjor Andre, (see p. 242 of 
my MS. Annals in the City Libnry,) of the dress for that fete. He  
sketched it to give the ladies an idea of the garb they should mutne. 
I n  reality it was this:-for the Blended Rose a white silk, called a 
Polonrlise, forming a flowing robe, nnd open in front on the waist- 
the pink sash six inches wide, and filled with spangles--the shoes 
and stocking also spangled-the head-dress more toioen'ng than the 
dnwing, and filled with a profttsion of pearls and jewels. T h e  veil 
was spangled and edged with silver lace. She says the whole scene 
wns like enchantment to hcr young mind. 

The  ladies of the black knights wore white snshes edged with 
blnclr, and black trimmin~s to white silk Polonaise gowns. '' The  
ticket" (p. 242 of my MS. Annals, in the City Libnry,) is snr- 
mounted with Sir William Howe's crest, and the shield represents 
the sea, which Sir William is ahout to cross-hence L L  Vive Vule." 
T h e  setting glory of the sun. and the Latin scroll, seem to indicate 
that although their luminary is thus receding from them, it shall rise 
win (resurgum) in ano~her hemisphere. 

Since our former publication on these subjects, we have gathered 
and here set down sundry other facts and incidents connected with 
that momentous nnd stirrin period. 
" Persevemnce in strugg 7 e, and self-denial in success, should be 

the motto for the banners of n people that would win and wear their 
liberty !" Let Americans think of this! 
, T h e  Declaration of Independence wns read in the State-house 
yard, from a small observatory there, by Captain John Hopkine, the11 

26. 
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commander of an armed brig, a part of his father's (Ezekiel Hopkin's) 
squadron of three vessels. It was fomrolh~ read on 111e S f k  July, at 
noon, "in the presence of lnany thousand spectators," as Town's 
Gazelle said. 

A Britisli magazine, of 1756, says, that tllere wns then a transfel 
made at the Bmk of England of 3471,000 to JIr. Van Olten on 
uccoun~ or the Landgnve of Hesse, for so nlnch due for Hessian 
sokdiers &st Gs the A~nerican 7car, at 3 3 0  n he;d-thus making the 
totnl number lost to be 15,700 men! This rvns '. ~naking merchm- 
dise of the souls and bodies of men" with n witness. 

We here add sundry estncts made from Town's Evening Post of 
1777, &c., published in Philadelphia, whicl~ we give in consecutive 
dotes, and which go to show.the genenl n~tices of the times, and 
particularly the enterprises and active slate of the privateers and ves- 
sels of war, to wit: 

A writer who has just seen " the thousand captives of Hess," de- 
scribes them as of sickly, snllow hue, with legible marks of ab'ect h slavery upon their wan countenances. Another writer snys, t ey 
were distinguished for their plundering habits; that nt Bodentown 
they were very oppressive and destruct~ve. 

T h e  American prisoners under Lord and General Howe, and their 
officers, receive much severity. Captains, lieutenants, and other 
officers ofprit.de ships of war, masters, supercargoes, 6c . ,  with In- 
dians, nlulntto and nego  slaves, all huddled together between declta 
Their provisions are all salt, and stinted. 

Geneml Hugh Mercer, killed at ZJrinceton, was brought to Phila- 
delphia, and was buried wit11 military I~onours, on the south side of 
Christ clturci~ yard ; and Captain William Shippen, killed nlso nt 
Princeton, was buried at St. Peter's. 

Captain Nicholas Biddle, of the Randolph frigate, advertises, Jonu- 
nry 81, at Philndelphi:l, for "Seven deserrers fran on board the 
Randolph, lying at  Fort Island." At the mnre time his former 
vessel, the brig Andrew Doria, must In re  been at Philadelpl~ia, ae 
her pstty officers, seamen nnd landsmen, are cnlled to theii duty on 
board, in ten days. 

T h c  town of Providence hi~s  fittt .; out fifteen privateers since the 
war, which has brought into that port above seventy sail. T h e  con- 
tinental Caet under Commodore Hopkins is now there. His own 
ship is h e  Warren, of thirty-six gtrns. 

Philadelpl~ia, Marc11 29th. 'L T h e  Randolph frignte, Captain 
Biddle, hnving sprung a mast, is put into n 'safe port.'" 

ning. [As we have been informed.] 
i' believed to mean Charleston ;] nnd she had been.stmck wit I light- 

Boston, April 10t11. The  Cabot privateer was lately driven ashore 
at Geboge by the Milford friptc, and got olT by her. 

A :etter from Freehold, June 24111, snys, "1 Inid a bait last Satur 
day to break up the plundering Colonel Gcorgc Toylor; it so far 
succeeded that I was within on ace of taking the whde ;  we tool 



two men ; whilst h e  rest were switnming towards a boat, that wils 
coming off, we fired upon them, and killed one and wounded 
another. 

T h e  4th July, being t he j r s t  anniversary, was celebrated at  Phi- 
ladelphia with great display and joy. About noon all the armed 
ships and g$eys were dmwn up before the city, with their gny 
streamers flying. At one o'clock, nll the yards being ~notrned, d ~ e y  
sevemlly tired thirteen guns. An elegant dinner was given to tho 
congresr, the civil and military olficers, &c. T h e  Hessian band 
played some fine music, and at each t o s t  tllere was a discharge of 
~rtillery. Towwds evening seven1 troops of horse, a corps of artil- 
lery, a t d  a brigade of North Carolina forces, mere dmwn up in 
Second street, and reviewed by congress and the general oficers. 
At night there ringing of bells, and a gnnd  exhibition of fire- 
works on the commons, and an illrmination of the houses. T h e  
face of joy m d  gladness was universal. 

At the wi~tering place, at Staten island, there nre about three hun 
dred mil of tmnspons! 

T/LC corps of i~coaliuk, iluder Colonel Nicola, is by resolveof con 
gress, of 16th July, to be forrued at P/dadt+/~in. 

T h e  capture of AIi?jor General Prescott ant1 his nid, in July, is nn- 
nounced to congress, by Geneml \Vushin$on, us a fortunate event, 
of the particulars of which he gives in n letter fro111 Ahjor Geneml 
Spencer, saying, :' I have to congratulate your excellency and con- 
gress on the late success of Lieut. Col. Barton, who, with the num- 
ber of forty, including Captuins ddams and Phillips, nnd il number 
of brave ollicers, last night went on Rhode Island, i d  brought off 
Genenl I'rescot~ and his aid, Major Barrington." Anotller account 
calls him "Major .4datn.9 of the train." 

Ctlarleston, South Carolina, June. T h e  Morquis de L a  Fayctte, 
a great onicer ; the Baron de Kdb ,  major generill, and several other 
French officers of dislinction, are arrived here in n vessel belonging 
to the marquis, on a visit to our continent, and wit11 a11 inmtion of 
entering into the American service. 

For a considerable time there had been no court proceedin,p- 
every thing 1ike.regulnr law was suspended, mtil  a conslitution, &c, 
could be regularly adopted; in the mean time the chief authority 
seemed to vest in the executive council, and 111 the colnnlittee of 
safety. 

Colonel Fanning's regiment, near King's brdge, consists of four 
hnndred and sixty men of the Urilisll nrrny. H e  wivs un -41nerican. 

Augllst 23d, Philadelpllia. " To-rnorrow morni~lg the continentnl 
army will march through this city. T o  proceed along Front street 
and up Chestnut street." They were heiuled by General Wnshing- 
ton, and mid LO amount to ten thousi~nd, ,and inmedii~tely pussed 
over the Scl~uylltill. Thence to the Brnt~dywine battle. 

September 23d. I t  is ordered by Colo~lel Lewis Xicoln,a Frencll- 
man, of the invalid corps, thnt all vessels in the Delaware go np the 



Delaware to Burlington, and down the river to Fort is1:ulil; and 
that all smaller cnft go into Timber and Ancocus creeks; d l  disobey- 
ing a o d d  be destroyed. This  to keep then1 from the Uriliel~. 
d gentleman arrived at Kern York, who came from Cl~nrleston, 

savs that t l ~ e  crew of the l<andolph frigate, in September last, being 
aisea, 11ad n mind to rise on her, and carry her to New York, a Inn- 
jority of her crew being British. T h e  officers kept treble gmrds until 
they got into Charleston ; and at  Hobcow, on the St11 of September, 
sl~eoverset,and lay full of mud the 5th of October, when 11e 1 4 1  there. 
?'here was then little hope of floating her again. (See So. 423.) 

Xo persons nre to be allov-ed to appear abroad in the streets fron~ 
84 o'clock to morning, without n lantern.-(A military law.) 

T h e  wood in the ueck is all declared to be for the use of the king's 
uoops, and to be reserved accordingly.-None to pnss at the Jersey 
ferry ~r-ithout a pws. 

Six ten-plate stoves are advertized-then a ~ H D  tl~ing! 
Fisl~kill, October 23d. Last Tllursday, one Taylor, a spy, was 

nangec! at Hurley, who was detected with a letter to Burgoyne. 
which he had s~vallowed in a silver ball ; but by t11e assistance of 
tartar emetic he discl~arged the same--a witness against 11i111self. 

Burlington,January 2St11,177S. On the 19th inst. died FnncisFur  
gler, the hermit, in the sisty-sixth yenr of his age, who esisted alone 
twenty-fire years,in a tl~ick wood four miles from Burlington. through 
all the inclemencies of h e  season without fire, in a cell nlnde by the 
side of an old log, in the form of a small oven, not high or long 
enough to stand upright in or lie extended. I t  was eupposed lie in- 
tended this mode as a penance for some evil done in his own coc~n- 
try. H e  was a Germzw-a Cntholi'c, and 'wns buried in the Friends' 
ground at RIount Holly..-(There was a hennit close to AIount Holly 
-perllaps h e  same case.) 

Congress order a monument to be erected in North Carolina to the 
memory of t l ~ e  amiable and gallant Gemenl N~LEII, killed in Gennan- 
town. 

T h e  tender of the Roebuck brings intelligence from the West In- 
dies, (of course a British ziccount,) tlmt the Yiirmouth, Captain Vin- 
cent, fell in wit11 the rebel frigzile Randolph, of thirty-sis guns, and 
o large ship of twenty grms and three long nines, on the night of 
the 20111 of Alarch. These mistaking the Y n r n ~ o u ~ l ~  for a trventy- 
gun ship, mn alongside and ordered her to strike; at the &?me time 
the Rm~dolpl~ fired a hrontlside into her, w11icl1 wounded twelve 
and killed five inen. T h e  Ynrmotltl~ ret~lrned the salute with 
seven of her lower tier, on which the Ra~~tlolph instantly blew up, 
and every soul perished excepting fire, who were saved on a piece 
of the wreck, and picked up by the Yarn~out l~ five days afienvnrds. 
T l ~ e v  inforn~ed that the intention of tl~is fleet was to destroy the 
islald of Toh~go.  

. 
P h e  A~;I I I IS ,  and Hancock, vessels of war, have been taken after 

leaving i h n c e .  T h e  Raleigh hns made her escape iron] the Arindne. 



A small expedition went to Squnni, where they demolished the 
dtworks.  *l'here mere probably one hundred houses, having each 
six to ten coppers-one of the houses constructed by Congress at n 
cost of ~ tWU--n l I  of which they destroyed. 

T h e  Virginia frigate, in gong out of the Chesapnlie, in April, got 
aground and was captured by the Emerald, and taken to New York 

An expedition, of a brig and four plleys, went up to Bordentown 
and captured some stores, when the people set fire to the Washing- 
to11 nnd EIEnghnm frigates, two fine ships-two privateers, one large 
twenty-four-gun ship, and nine other ships, and fourteen or fifteen 
smaller vessels. i t  tnet with but little resis~~nce by a 1111ndred men. 
This occurred just before the British abandoned I'hil:~delpllin. 

T h e  paper of June 2311, No. 497, contains a long list of nnmw 
attainted of high treason; that is to say, Tories gone off with the 
British. 

Providence, July 4. Cnptain Barron, who miled first lieutenant 
of the Boston frirdte, me hear was lately liilled in F m c e ,  by means 
of a cannon accidentally bursting. H e  mils an experienced and valu- 
able officer, and his death is m ~ ~ c h  lamented. 

June 24th. T h e  state ship Defence, of Connecticut, commanded 
by Captain Smedley, and ship Volant, Captain Oliver Daniel, miled 
from Charleston. 

At Philadelphia, Wednesday, the 22d of June, an e legnt  evening 
entertainment was given at the City Tavern, by the officers of the 
army and some of the gentlemen of the city, to the ynmg ladies who 
had manifested their attncl~ment to the cause of virtue and freedom 
by sacrificing every convenience to h e  love of their country. 

Philadelpllia, July 25t11, 1776.-No. 509. T h e  melancholy fate 
of the late wortlly Captnin Bitldle, of the Randolph frigte, being as . 
yet but little known, we give the following account of this unfortu- 
nate event, received in a letter from Chnrleston, dated tlie 29th of 
March Inst, to wit:-" Captain Clarke, of this place, yesterday re- 
ceived a letter from CRptnin Hall, of the Notre Dame, one of tlie- 
fleet con~mnnded by Captain Biddle, informing him tl~nt on the 
evening of the 6th of March, to the windward of Barbndocs, the fleet 
fell in with a large English ship of fifty or sixty-four guns: that about 
8 o'clock the next morning the Rnndolpll engnged, and handled her 
so roughly for twelve or fifteen minutes, tl~ilt the British ship must 
shortly have struck, having lost her bowsprit and topmnsts, and being 
otherwise greatly shattered, wllile the Randolph had surered veiy 
little. But in this moment of glory, as the Randolph wns veering to 
get on her quarter, she unfortunntely blew up, and the whole crew 
perished.-One fit~nbtg, of Connecticut, who arrived prize-muter 
of a sloop tnlien I)y the Ilandolph, and which was converted into n 
tender for her, brougl~t the letter, and confirms the account. Never 
tvas a mnn more sincerely esteemed or lamented thun Captain 
Biddle."-[Simeon Fanning, above, a young ni~dshipmnn then, 
rvo~  my uncle, and was soon niter killed. His brother Joshua, wne 
lieutenant of 111e Ilnndolph, when she blew up.] 
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At a court-martial, Sim~uel Lyons, lieutenant of the Dickinson 
p l l e j ,  Samuel Ford, lieutenant of the Efingllam galley, John Wil- 
-;on, lieutenant of the Ranger galley, and John Lawrence, gunnel 
of the Dickinwn galley, were convicted of desenirrg to the enemy, 
and sentenced to surer death. T h e  execution to be on board the 
galleys in the river, opposite to JIarket street, on Wednesday the 3d 
of September. T h e  officers to be shot, and John Lawrence to be 
hanged.-[Only the first two sulikred ; the rest were reprieved.] 

Young Mr. Uogert, son of I'iicholas Bogert, of S e w  York, mer 
ci~unt, was inliu~~ranly killed a few di~ys ago, by the enemy in Jersey. 

T h e  ship Governor Hancock, of ihs;ichusetts, engaged the Levant 
British frigate, and the latter blew up. Captain Hardy, of the former, 
wns killed. Seventeen of the British, only, were saved. 

In  October, the British, five I~undred strong, went up the 1,irtle 
Egg Harbour river on :I ~nanuding espcdition, but were repulsed by 
Proctor's artillery and Pulaslti's legion of horse. 

On the 26th of September, liiS, Captain John Barry, in the Rn- 
leigh, fought two British ships of war, olI'Xassachusetts, and finally, 
m save Iiin~self from capture, succeeiled to run her ashore. H e  fought 
n remarkably severe and unequal figlrt, toking several broadsides from 
a sixty-four.-(See No. 542.) l ' l ~ e  British got o r  the friante. I t  \vw 
called a noble and daring defence of Barry's. 

T h e  Bltrck Prince privateer returned to Boston from a crutse, hav- 
ing taken and manned eight prizes. T h e  Boston, the Rnnger, nnd 
anotller cruising vessel of the United States,sailed from Nantz the 
25th ofAugust. These and many prizes are soon expected at  Boston. 

Charleston, October 13111. Captain Newton, in the General Moul- 
trie privateer, is returned from o cruise, with n prize of the Wasp brig 
sf  mar. 

December 2d, No. 554, contains n list of nll the British vessels lost 
during the war. 

Lord Byron having sniled with a fleet and transports front New 
York, said to be for the West Indies, Count d'Estaing's fleet sailed 
from Boston in pursuit. Dinners and parties were given to, him and 
liis oficers, and parties were given on board the Languedoc to the 
ladies and gentlemen of Boston. Gay times, although dlicted with 
war and its evils. 

La  Fnyette and other officers return to France from Boston, mid, 
by the British. to have been recalled by their sovereign. But n let- 
ter of La  Fi~yette's (since published) says, they returned because thev 
could not get commissiot~s in our service. 

A gentleman has informed me, that in his youth he saw, in Philn- 
delphia, n sttrlTed Paddy, wholly covered with contirlentil money 

inned on i~ Hr, also staled that n fine large lot, n little north of 
b m b a r d  street. on rvbich are since built four or five large house8 



(probably Barclay's row, in Front street,) n7ns sold for 36O! T h e  
money then had the current name of sl~inplasters !" 

A witty old gentleman, who kept an account of its rapid depre- 
ciation, used to say n fast trotting horse co~dd not keep pace with i t  
An old merchant, who has preserved a scale of its depreciation, gave 
it (15 follo\vs, to wit: 

Value of 100 tlollars in specie in continental money to wit : 
Years, 1777 1775 779 1iSO 1751 

January, 105 32.5 742 2934 7400 
February, 107 357 S6S 3332 7500 
JIiirch, 109 375 1000 3736 0000 
April, 112 400 1104 4000 o( 

May, 115 400 1215 4600 u 
June, 120 400 1342 6400 <L 

July, 125 425 1477 5900 t i  

August, 150 450 1630 7000 LC 

September, 175 475 1 SO0 7100 u 
October, 275 500 2030 7200 6. 

November, 300 545 2305 7300 66 

December, 310 63 4 2593 7400 LC 

I give, from an original bill of my friend, Col. Allen M c h n e ,  a 
purchase of 1751-to wit: 

Copt. A. NcLane, 
January 5, 1231. Bo't of W. Nicoll, 

1 pair boots, $600 
6# yds. calico, at SS5 per yard, 752 
G yds. chintz, at $150 do. 900 
44 yds. moreen, at $100 do. 450 50 
4 handkerchiefs, at $100 do. 400 
8 yds. quality binding, at 54 per yard, 32 
1 skein of silk, I0 

If paid in specie, 6 1 8  10s. $3,144 50 . 
lteceivetl payment in ft~ll. for Wm. Nicolls, 

Jonn. Jones. 
I well remember seeing the Hessian prisoners (says an elderly 

genllemnn) which had been taken at Trenton. I stood on the porch 
of Pe~nbertonP house, in Chestnut above Third street. They 
marched I I ~  Chestnut street pnst the State-house, where Congress s a t  
They ~ n i d e  a long line--all fine, hearty looking men, and well clnd, 
widl l a r ~ e  kni~paaclcs, spatterdnshes on i g s ,  their looks were satb- 
Jed On each side, in a single file, were their guards, mostly in 
light summer dress, and some without shoes, [in winter,] but s tep  
ping light and cheerful. 

Fireworks were exhibited on the Delaware during the mar, some 
on ship carpenters' floating sWes. T h e  greatest show remembered 
was that of Arnold nnd the Devil, carried on a wheel carriage along 
the etreeb, and burned by the latter on Market street hill. 
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Jucol Ritfer's Fucts of the Prisoners at the Ilhlrruf-sfrtet Prison 

'. The Eritish Provost," so called, in Pl~iladelpllia, was the =me 
building since called the \Vidnut-street Prison. It was then newly 
constructed and unfinished. At tllat place there were about nine 
hundred Americ;lns held as prisoners, under the charge of the infa- 
mously cruel colnlnissioner, Captain Cunninglia~n, tllcn a wicked and 
passionate IriaIt.mi~n of about sisty years of age-a Uotid, full bodid 
man. T i m e  prisoners n ere those captured at the battles of Bmltdy- 
wine and Gennantown. Xumbers or them died there of hunger and  
cold, and were daily carried out and interred in tlte Potter's field, now 
the Wasl~ington square, close by. I t  seents strmge to tile that a case 
of such surering to our countrymen, effected chictlr by the malignity 
of such a wretclt as Cunningham, sllould not Ilave-been more spoken 
of by Pltilndelpltians. We 11ad often heard of the sufferings of pri- 
soners at the New ITork Drorort under his control. but scarcelv a 

d ~~ 

Pl~iladelpl~iatt of middle ige ltas ever heard a tvord'concerning our 
countrvnten's sulTerinrs at I~ltiladelnhia. This seems s tnnre  when 
compnied with ~vltot r a m  now to rllate from facts told mern  May, 
1S33, by Mr. Jacob Ritter, aged sevcnty-six years, a German by de- 
scent, born near Qu:~lwto\vn, Bucks county, who was l~imself one 
of the inmates of tltnt Golgotlta and charnel-house in the time nbove 
mentioned-then a good nlan and true, and since, a public Friend. 

H e  Itad been in the baule of Bmndywine, and was found, while 
sick in a fanwhouse, by the Hessians, who beat and kicked him m 
a "relcller," and bore l~inl o r  to the city. At ihis place lle and the 
others were three days and  nig/ds wiiltout any food. H e  saw one 
soldier wllo had eaten nothing till his/iffI~ day, when he saw him 
get n piece of rye brecd ; and he actually snw him gently topple off 
his seat on the prison steps, dead, while he was in the act of eating! 

Mr. Ritter says, he was often ~ v a n t ~ t ~ l y  beaten and bruised severely 
by the but-end of Cunnitlgllatn's whip; and nt other tittles he wns 
oflectediy Uattered and caressed, and offered many jingling guinens 
to join ltis tn:ijesty7s service. H e  did not strike or abuse inen's per- 
sons in the presence of other British oficers, but on such occasions 
would content hitnself with grossly abusive langnn~e.* 

On one occasion Mr. Ritter saw a poor starving Virginian, who 11nd 
been several di iy~ without food, looking wistfully ot some biscuits 
which had been sent to some ne\vlj--arrived citizens, prisoners, brought 
in on suspiciott. nlorcd by rontpassion for the distress of the starving 
man,and uln~ost forgetting ltis own similar need, he mnde out to slip 
unperceived to where they lay in n keg, and gettiug one, he gave . 

Cunninghnm wne mudc n cnplnin by Gcncrnl Clinton to snrc him from mcritd sc- 
verity in cnw of his rnlrturc. 1Ic hnd Iwcn mly n m m  of rho mnks, nnd wns dwmed n 
kind of hully nmnng the mm when nt New York heforc the wnr, whcrc he got into o 
6 ht. in Mnrch, 1775. nt the lil~crty polc-he thcro ofhnding the pcoplc, they mnde him 
k d  his companion Hill tu go down upon (heir knca  and curso tho king. They ex. r 
claimed God bless him,'. nnd thcy wem beaten This mnkld in his brcnst ever aRar 



to the man, at same time cautioning him not to eat it all, but to 
break it  up finely, mix it with water, and then to make it a prolonged 
meal by tasting it for a whole day. H e  saw thk man after his re- 
lease, then win a soldier, who told him he owed to his timely in- 
terference and advice the preservntion of his life. 

As the winter advanced, the prisoners became excessively cold. 
They had no e r t n  coverings for sleeping, and the window panes be- 
ing much broken, (shivered to pieces by the blowing up of the d u -  
gusu  man-of-wnr, at  Red Bank,) the snow and cold entered thereill 
freely. They huddled together for warmth ; but with that they also 
became common companions of their lice and vermin. H e  did not 
perceive any of our officers on furlough ns corning nmong them as 
visiters; and he did not know of any arrnngement of any of our citi- 
zens as benefactom. H e  had seen soup brought for them, and set 
down nt the prison door in vessels, mhich, when seen by Cunning 
ham on his visit, have been kicked over, with a curse on the rebel 
dogs. On such an occasion he has seen the poor, starved prisoners, 
when nenr enough :o profit by it, fall upon their knees and hands, 
and engerly lap up the wasted liquid ! On such occasions he has 
looked upon the monster with painful emotions, and wondered if in- 
deed the good God would suffer the tnnqressor to pass to the gnve  
unwhipped of justice. At length his retribution day came. H e  was 
convicted of forgery in England, and came to an ignominious end. 

Ritter 11ad seen severnl pick and eat grns-roots, scraps of leather, 
ch ip ,  pieces of the rotten pump, kc., to assuage and abate their him- 
p r .  rhose who had any friends in the city got to fare better, nfter 
they could contrive to let them know their wants. So he was helped 
by his auntKline,and eventually he got relensed,through the influence 
of friends pressing upon Mr. Galloway, tbe chief British agent, acting 
for the city police, kc .  I t  mas a common measure with Cunning- 
ham, when visiting them, to carry his large key, and to knock any 
one on tho head w th  it who chanced to offend him. On one such 
occasion the struck person fell and bled, [often, perhaps, died.] Those 
who died, eight to twelve in twenty-four hours, were to be seen drng- 
ged by the legs along the Boor to the dead carts. I t  was common to 
see severnl watthing for the chance of rats from the nt-holes, which, 
when captured, were eaten, both for staying hunger, ond also to make 
-eprisals upon an enemy that often disturbed their sleep, and other- 
wise annoyed them. 

At n subsequent conversation with Ritter, he told me, in answer tb 
inquiries, thnt their supply of provisions never became regular: for 
instance, they never had any issue of salt meat. Occnqionally he 
hns seen what seemed to have been a diseased beef or cow, brought 
dead in n cart, and shot down on the ground in all its dung, which 
was eagerly cut up--by some was eaten nm, and by some was cut 
in strips to dry and cure, as they had nc replnr  vessels for cooking. 
I n  his own m e ,  nfter some days, he got on earthen poninger, in 
which he n~ndesome food by boiling, o* simmering, some musty flour 
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in water: his fire was made of old shoes and bones ; (he once saw a 
load of chestnut come;)-he thought he never ate any thingso good 
as it seemed. This  example was followed by others : lnnrly borrowed 
his porringer. I n  one case of their eating the rotten wood and paint 
from the pump, they mixed it with pump water. 

>ome of them let down little bags or baskets from the prison win- 
dows to the street, to get a little contribution in t h t  way; but it was 
but little. They received potato skins in that way, and gladly used 
them. Once a small-headed man got his head out through the biirs 
to beg; and while in the act, and unable to dnm his head in again, 
he \vas seen by Cunningham, who fell to whipping him. 

H e  never sow or knew of any of the citizens of I'hiladelphia ever 
visiting the prisoners to relieve them. Of all the Friends in h e  city, 
he never knew or heard of but one that ever came there upon benevo- 
lence to help them. H e  knew of no relief extended to them by the 
ladies or women. His old aunt was a resolute wolnan, w11o either 
came to assist 11in1, or sent relief by her little son. T h e  only act of 
~eeming gentleness he ever witnessed from Cunningham, was upon 
the winning address of a stnwingdrumnler boy. H e  begged hint to 
consider his cuse of starvation, 111s youth, and his inability to do the 
Britisl~ any injury. After some inquiries by Cunningham, he said he 
might go if he would kneel down and kiss the prisot~ stone steps. 
H e  did it instantly and earnestly, and claiming his reward, the per- 
secutor let hint go with a laugh. Kooe of the American officers ever 
visited them. H e  did not know of any of the prisoners ns driven to 
enlistment. There were times when Cunningl~am acted wit11 pecu- 
liar bursts of passion, in such cases wantonly whippingr, with his 
horsewhip, whoever came across his way. H e  did so particularly, 
when 11e heard of the disaster to Count Donop at Red Bank. H e  
had his lodging roonls in thc prison. His brother, a serjeant, mas a 
moderate man. 

g$- In Poulson's paper of the 25th ofAngust, 1834, is a confirma- 
tion or the foregoing imount of Jncob Ritter, told on the occasion of 
the death of Captain Samuel Waples, of Accomnc cot~nly, Virginia, 
who, i t  states, 11ad been taken a prisoner, as lieutenant in the ninth 
Virginia reginlent, at the battle of Germantown, and i c m  co7fined in 
the common jnil of the city of Philadelpllia, where he ~11fTered mnny 
privntions, being kept for three days and nigI~ts icithout any kind 
~Jsus te~rmce ."  H e  soon mnde his escape therefrom ill  the disguise 
of a Qtlaker, and succeeded in pnssing the lines, and in getting to 
Washington's camp at Valley Forge. 

T h e  wife of Benedict Arnold was a Philadelpl~ian. :I Peggy Ship. 
pen, and died on the 14th February, 1836, at Usbridge, Mnss., aged 
83 [about the snnie time a sister of hlnjor Andre, nped 81, died in 
England.] It seems a stmnge af%ir. that the wife of such a general 

I shotlld under any circums~nces get back to America-to get, too, , 
not to her own home, and with her nearest relatives, br PcnnsyIza. 
nia, bnt should go to Mnssachusetts-the same state where her first 
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ancestor, Edward Shippen, fiat mayor of Philndelpllia, had been pob- 
licly punished in Boston as a Qtinker! Col. Burr has said that her 
pride and ambition perverted her husband's integrity. Their only son 
and daughter (he being a British subaltern) went to reside in the 
East Indies, many gears ago. Another account, in the London Spcc- 
tator, in lSS, says that two sons nre then in England-say James 
R. and Wm. F., aged 57 and 44. -and each receive a pension of 
A'S1 a-year. Antold means, in German, a maintcliner of honour! 
I n  the Museum, at  New Haven, Corm., is the identical sign, once 
that of G e n e d  Arnold. I t  is thus : 

l3. ARVOLD, Druggist, 
Bookseller, kc., from London. 

Sibi toLYpe.* 

H e  had been in London, but wns born in Norwich, Conn., in 
Jmuary, 1740, and had been apprenticed to an apothecary in that 
city. He wm engaged at New Haven in the trade of shipping 
horses and mules to the West Indies. 

I t  might be further remarked concerning Mrs. Arnold, that she 
l ~ a d  been a Philadelphia belle, and the toast of the British officers 
while their army mas in Philadelphia. She had been brought up 
in British arections--her own father, Judge Edward Sbippen, wos 
binssed on that side. Major Andre was intimate in the family, which 
led to a friendly correspondence between Miss Shippen and him. 
After Genenl Arnold married her, he  of course became acquainted 
with that fact, and encouraged its continuance. It was continued, 
until nt last Arnold and Andre opened it more directly between 
lhernselves, under the nnmes of Gustnvus, for the former, and John 
Anderson, for the latter. T h e  extnvtpnces  of Arnold produced 
the want of money; and probably the predilections of the wife for 
what was splendid in the British army, influenced them both to for- 
feit home and country for a splendid, but illusive hope! 

An historical ballad of the proccedilqs of a tmun meeting at Phi- 
ladetphia, May 24,26,1779-by Stansberry. 

pl r .  S~nnsberv,  the aulhor of the following satire, wes a young 
I'h~ladelpl~ian, of the Society of Friends. He became what woo 
called a tory, and went off with the British. After the peace; he 
settled in New York, kept a china store, and became secretmy of an 
insurance company there. He wrote other pieces of fugitive poetry. 
H e  once kept his china atore in Philadelphia, opposite to Christ 
church, in Second street. A daughter of his mamed'John Stille, 
merchant, of Philadelphia. One of his sons settled in New Jersey, 
and hns a fiunily there.] 

- - 
Fm himself, for h e  wholo, or for all The firat waa hie molt-for hirnseXindd 



CASTO FIBST. At  close ofday, no tired hone 
(Covered with sweat,-with bawling 

"has on the twenty-fourth of May, hoarse.) 
A pleasant, ~varm, sunshiny day, More gladly reached home ; 

Militia fallis paraded, Each dolPd his civic oaken crown, 
With rolours spread, m d  a n o n  too, F i a t  tooka dnm,  then laid him down, 
Such loud huzzas and nmrtial view. And dream'd of joys to come 

I thought the town invaded. 
CAFTO SECO.XD. 

But when, on closer look, I spied 
The speaker march with gallant stride, 

1 knew myself misukcn. . 
ForIu,* on Trenton's well-fonght day, 
To Burl' won nlistook hiis way, 

~ n a i r l y  saved hi bacon. 

With him, a number more ap e d d ,  
Whose names their corp'raf never 

heard,- 
T o  muster-rolls a stranger. 

To save their fines, they bore a gun, 
Determined, like the rest, to run 

A t  any glimpse of danger. 

The great JIcClenoclum bestrode 
His prancin,g horse, and fiercely rode, 

And fmth, he had good reason- 
For he was told, that to his sorrow, 
He, with a  ttunller more, to-morrow 

Should be confined in prison. 

Twas said, some speculaling job 
Of his had so inflamed the mob, 

That they were grown unruly ;- 
And swearing by the "Eternal God," 
Such fellows now shduld feel the rod, 

Resolved to " come on coolly !"+ 

The  people's majesty of laws. 
The proper, and the only cause. 

Now shone in all ita -lor : 
Morris the wise ; Arnold %e gmve ; 
The double Mason; Wistar gnve- 

Confounded with the Tory. 

Nor agq, nor wealth, nor rank, nor 

Now Titan raised hi fiamtng head 
And drowsy sentinels to bed 

Retired from irksome dut 
For they were placed, as it beg:oved, 
To watch if tory-goods were moved. 

That they mtgbt share the booty. 

The most tumultuous instant seize, 
With venom'd raze. on whom thev - - 

please; 
The People cannot err! 

Can it be wrong, in Freedom's cause. 
T o  tread down Justice, Order. Lams, 

JVlrnc dl th mob conna 4 

B ~ l t  now, tbrou,nh JlIifchell's brazen 
throat, - 

Faction, with mean, abusive note, 
Proclaims a f r ~ d  toten meting, 

Where printers' evlls, barbers' boys, 
Apprentice lads, express their joys, 

The council members greeting. 

Each vagrant from the whipping-post, 
Or stranger stranded o the coast, 

N a y  lme rc o m  lh~. Slate: f And Pete ,  J l ic  I, at. ! Shad-row Jack, 
And, Pcmpey-like N c i  >, in black, 

Decide a people's 

The trained bands of W..nantown 
With clubs and bayonets camedown, 

And swell'd the motley train; 
Resolv'd to change, like him of old, 
Old ngs and IampblackJ into gold, 

Or chaos bring again. 
birth, 

Avail'd with these true sons of e n d ,  And now the State-house yard wnr 
The olTsprin of the valley; P full, 

For all the lore o ages past, And orators. so g a v e  and dull, 
What cared the s t a t e ~ n r a n ~ f l ~  his laat, Appear'd upon the s t q e  : 

Or hcro of the $ b y  P But all was riot, noise, disgrace, 

Genernl nnd Governor Rd--and we do not mcan to endom flu dur8. 

A The firm of Robert Morris and Blair McClenochnn wcro reproneha1 nnd threatened 
had to get into Judge Wilson's house for defence. Vide Fort Wilson." in tha 

I Annnls of PhilnJelphia 
t The mnLerinle of wncinentul motley. 



And Freedom's sons, o'er all the place, 
In bloody h y s  engage. 

Sagcious J)@M strove in vain 
To p u r    IS sense in Dutchman's 

brain ; 
With every a n  to please- 

Observ'd. that as the money fell, 
Like Lucifer, to lowest hell, 

Tho' swift,-yet by degrees,- 

So should it rise, and goods should 
fill, 

Month after month, till one and all, 
Miglit buy a3 cheap as ever ;- 

That they lost all, who p p ' d  so 
much. 

(This. Col. IlrJI* declared in Dutch,) 
But fruitless each endeavour. 

All raised the hand, with mighty burst 
Of loud acclaim, (the case revers'd- 

All lift their hands sg,) 
Blue Bmjmd grhn'd, that lonq-ear'd 

ais- 
With mobs, he saw it was a farce 

To reason, or explain. 

But thoushtful Rwh. aod adti1 
a ?  *z 

And Bym, too much vex'd to laugh,) I Were Il'd with grief and plty ; 
And soon dismiss'd the rabble rout- 
Concluding what they met about 

With choosing a Committee. 

HO ing to et them more in tune 
~e I%e  the &LA of June, 

Which was the chosen day 
For them to meet b sound of drum, 

With solemn p h i  aod action slow Unless the enemy sgould come, 
Amse the c h a ~ n n ,  Robmluru;) And make them run away. 

And made the humane motion, 
That Tories, with their bnts and To tell their tale, with haste they 

wives, speed 
Should flee, to save their wretched To  their prime mover, Joseph Reed, 

lives, "The virtuous and sublime;"- 
From Sodom into Goshen. So virtuous, that he cheals hia fn'mds. 

He central stood, and all the ground 
With people cover'd, him surround- 

And so it came to pass, 
That as he spoke with zeal upon it. 
He turn'd his hce to those in front- 

To those behind, his buck. 

This gave oKence - his voice wns 
drown'd- 

He should have turn'd himself al l  
round, 

Like whirligig in socket ; 
Or, if this did his art surpass, 
At least, he should have took his d 

And put it in his pocket 

Then Hutchitwm, that bully calf, 
(A goose has got more sense by hnlf,) 

With croakiy, frog-like note, 
A proved the mouon, and demands 
~ g e  Peo less sense, by show of hands, 

~ i & t  save or damn the vote. 

Sublimely cheats, to gain Itis &a, 
- 

And glories in the crime. 

Ambition is his darling theme, 
Integrity an idle dream, 

That vulgar minds may draw. 
At home, abroad. with friend, or wife 
In public, and in private life, 

The tymt 's  will is law. 

Of d ~ e p  resentments, wicked, bold, 
The lust of blood, of power, ofgold, - 

Possess alternate sway. 
And Johmton's h i l e g  had surely won 
Rebellion's pale-faced, matchless son, 

Had luammon ruled that day. 

But time mould fail me to rehearse, 
In m poor, limpinq, doggrel verse, 

&IS character divine : 
Suffice it, that in Dta~kp's page,(l 
Dnwn by hin~self, from age to w, 

It shall with splendour shine. 

Or Chceter county. 
t A militin gencrnl in tho wnr-nlao a hoard mercbnnt. 
( A nick-nnmo of T. hlntlnek. 
$ Tho British commissioner-who, it ia said, railed to bilk Gov. Reed. 
1 Vide tho letter from Cloves, on tho Lower Rhinq in packet, Mny 25, 1779. 
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306 Occun-ences of the War of hdcpendmce. 

I llave often heard it stated by persons, who went through the 
trials of that period, that we, their descendants, have no just concep 
tions of their stnte of suffering and deprivntions. Their clothing 
ails of the coarsest fonn-of home-nlade-rtlade by the female's 
spinning done in the house; they dso made all the shirting and 
sheeting, kc .  Where so much was to be done, it wiu necessary 
that d l  should help ; to this cause, I /mom that two lads, both after- 
~vards co~ntnodores in the United States' navy. were both taught to 
be good spinners on the little wheel. Tea, coKee, chocola:e, sugar: 
and all kinds of spices, were wholly gone i ?  almost all country 
places. Sage tea. and teaberry were used as substitutes. Salt wos 
greatly needed and could not be procured. When sometinles smug- 
gled into the country, it was done in women's pockets. S d t  pans 
were settled all along  he seacoast, to make salt at espensive rates. 
In  many places where the armies passed, flour w.u not to be Itad 
for bread. People in Virginia and elsewhere were obliged to live 
on pounded corn. The  ~nills mere equally dislnantled by both of 
the \\wring parties. I have known persons, in very respectable and 
decent fimllies, that found very great dilficulties to keep thernselves 
even passably clothed. Women indulged in no fineries or cllnnges 
then; dl pretence to fashion was \vholly out of the question. 
Wherever the armies were to pass and forage, &c., as through 
New Jersey, and Virginia, and the Carolinas, the fanners lost 
nearly all they had that was eatable or movable; their horses 
were pressed, and their cows and swine taken ; they had no spirit to 
sow seed, or to till their grounds. There was no r e34a r  businegs 
in auy thing; even apprentices were not safe, for t!~ey had to 
serve their turns in the seven1 requisiiions. There was, indeed, 
a mighty spirit of resistance nised and maintained by the nlen of 
that day; but the women felt the war extremely-and both men 
and women were most heartily glad, when they at last saw that 
their struggles were to have an end. It \\.as an occasion of extnva- 
p n t  and universal joy. It could never hare been borne sa long os 
i t  \vm, but that the pmctice of war then gnre long seasons of respite 
during the several wi~lters, allowing time to the worn down to recruit 
their s~rengtll and spirits, and givlng time to resort to new enter- 
prises, and to new means of recruiting tlleir forces, kc .  Besides 
all  his, it was almost n universal espectation, that every next cam- 
paign mocld surely end the contest. None foresaw or feared a 
term of seveu years! 

In  our present repose and conscio~lsness of strength and security, 
we a m  hardly conceive the state of excitement and concern daily 
felt in the revolutionary period. A friend of niine, who wos nn ob- 
fiervant and intelligent boy, dwelling on a farm near the Yellow 
nprings, in Chester county, has related to me some of the incidenb 
of that time. Their ordinary religious Sabbath worship was irregu. 
lar and broken up; their male neighl~ours, every here and there, ' were ahsent on militia service. T h e  tnllr and greeting of the neigb ' 
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bourn, were generally about the absentees; news was very uncer- 
min, and yet ansiously inquired nfier. News ('by flood and field" 
occ-asionally came, which stirred and disturbed the whole commu- 
nity; sometimes it came saddening, of some one or other mishap 
oefdlen, to some one of their fatdies. When the news of the 
Innding of the British at the head of Elk, and of their advance upon 
the Bmdywine, occurred, every family wns put upon the tiptoe of 
expectation and alarm; h d d e s  which, new coils were made upon 
the people to go to head-quiuters as soldiers, guides, or wagoners. I n  
the absence of the tnnles of the families, women and childten were 
full of apprehension; floors were taken up, and out-houses made 
into conceded places for their most valuable articles of portable cha- 
racter. They had all undefined apprehensions of being plundered 
and abused. At and nfter the time of the battle of Bnndywine, the 
country could be seen all in motion, in the rapid cu~ning and going 
of men on horseback. In time could be seen numerous bands and 
parties of wearied and disconifited soldiers-none of them aiming at 
order, and some few of them without officen or arnms. Some were 
going to an assigned point on the Schuylkill ; but several were 
resolved to m&e tl~eir escape to their homes; Inany of them were 
be~gars for some refreshments, and dl was cheerfully e v e n  to them 
whtch they could apare. For many nights, the famly set up all 
night, from wakeful apprehension. The  father of the family I 
dscribe had been a Quaker, so strictly trained, that his sister, who 
was a preacher, would not wear her caps of any other than brown 
linen-white being a condemned refinement-fur dress sake! Such 
a man, although averse to war, had by this time become so far war- 
like, that he had gone for the country, and was actunlly from home 
in the mnlis, where he  took a severe cold from sleeping on the 
ground, and died. 

On one of the nights of apprehension, there came to   he house a 
srnall company ofcavalry. Their presence was disquieting nny how ; 
but when they took oB their military cloalcs and displayed the red - 
coats of British olficcrs, their dread was irrepressible. T h e  mind 
mid, what s l ~ d l  w o  Jo, and to what is this visit of the enemy to 
tend! They saw' the dismay, and soon quieted them by saying 
they ware American officers in disguise, out upon a tour of recog 
nizanc, near to the enemy. Every now and then, after the winter 
csnlpaign was deemed closed, and the British were gaily revelling 
in Philadelpl~ia, the dread of British foraging parties was felt. Any 
thing of military aspect, cnd nppronching them on horseback, was 
quickly interpreted ils British assuilan~s, and set the whole family in 
commotion. Sometimes they were parties of Americans, half cis 

clamorous for needed succours, as the British themselves would pro- 
bably have been. Men ncting as farmea, felt as if they had no 
security for reaping what they might plant T h e  heart was heavy 
and,reluctnnt at  its wonted toil. Mothers, acting in the absence of 
their husbands, looked upon their children, and wondered if their 
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fathers should ever return to foster a d  rear them. Sad foreboding 
were but too often true! Such facts, thus hintly expressed, have 
been btit too true a picture all over our extended country of united 
colonies, ~vherever the approach of the l~ostile bands could be appre- 
hended, or were realized. Those who lived upon the frontiers, 
mere kept in Indian alarms; and those along t l ~ e  Adantic dreaded 
British invasion and rnvages. Their march wns always a cause of 
desolation and anxiety, even where their Giscipline was intended to 
checs any individual and Family aggressions. 

Among the marrels of the revolution may he mentioned the 
re~narkable fact, that John Adan~s and Thomas JeKerson, two of the 
last three surviving ~igners of the 1)eclnntion of Independence, 
~hould  both die on the 4th of J d y ,  1S26, at a day and a period 
peculiarly set apart ns the semi-centennial annivenary ! Jefferson 
was ill, and expressed a wish to live to that eventful day: If Mr. 
Curroll, the other last survivor, had also died, the epic story would 
hare been coniplete. 

W11en the mind is awakened to the considerntion of singularitiw, it 
may find an incrense of them: for instance, the following facts ole 
equnlly peculiar respecting the succession of our several presidents: 

John Adams died in his ninety-first year, and was eight yeare 
older !Inn Thomas Jererson; Thomas JeKeenon wns eight y e m  
older thnn James Madison; James Madison was eight years older 
than James Monroe; and James Monroe was eight yeao older thnn 
John Quincy Adatns. 

It hns been calculated, (that Mr. Jefferson at  thirty-three, and John 
Adams at fotty, when they signed the Declarntion of I~ldependence,) 
the chance of tlieir both living fifty years longer, and dying at  their 
expiration, is only o m  in twelve hundred ~nillions! Again, James 
itlonroe, having strangely died on the Independence day of 4th 
July, 1S31, makes up the three chnces  to be, by calculation, ne 
18,265 ~nillions, to one tnill ! ! 

Among other peculiarities of our early presidents; it may be no- 
ticed, thnt the first five of them-they Icing tlrc cutire numler d 
the rerolutimnry me+-nll ended their seven1 ternis of service in 
the sixty-sixth year of their age! and John Q. Adiuns I~imself, had 
he been re-elected for a second term, would hnve also ended in his 
sixtpsixth year! Did he mark tlcc tunring point in our nationnl 
career? Novs verroirs! T h e  fwts are these, viz.: 

Wasl~ington, born Febniary 22d, 1732-inaugunted 1769 ; term 
of service espired in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

John Adanis, born October 19111, 1735-innugurrrted 1797; term 
of service espired in the sixty-sixth yenr of his age. 

Thomas JetTerson, born April 2d, 1743-innugurnted 1601 ; term 
of fiervice espire(1 in the sixty-sixth yenr of his age. 

I James AIndison, born March 4111, 1751-inaugurated 1809; te,m, 
of service expired in the sisty-sixth year of his age. 



Occurrences of the Ilkr of htdependettce. 309 

James Nonroe, born April 2d, 1759-inaugurated 1917; term 
of service expired in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

John Adams wns on the committee of five who were charged to 
iraft the Declarntion. H e  mns peculiarly ardent in the cause of in- 
dependence; and was considered ns the Iearlcr therein of the New 
England delegates whom he held to his then despemte tneasbres, as 
they were generally considered. H e  wittclled their actions, and 
misgiving, ns a shepherd governs the wanderings of his fold! I n  
truth, Jeife~son gave the Declarntion by his proper hand-writing. to 
tlre c augws ;  but BS truly, Adims gave it lo tlre nnlion! T h e  
place of w r i t z q  the Declaration has been differently stated. Some 
hnve said that tt rvns at Jelferson7s chamber, in tlre Indian Queen 
inn; but Nts. Clymer, with whom Mr. Jefferson boarded, at the 
south-west Lorner of Seventh and High streets, said it wns there, 
and to settlt rllat point, Dr. Nease wrote to Mr. Jefferson, and lrad it 
cotzJrnwd i \ ~  at her house. 

It may be mentioned as remarkable, the coincidence of action 
apparent in the conduct of those two leading and prominent srntes 
of the revolution-Virginia and Massachusetts. Both of them have 
supplied more public officers than any of the other states. They 
might justly claim parentage of the union. T h e  great dnma of 
the revolution opemd in Lexington in one, and closed at Yorktomn 
in the other. T h e  first signer of the Declarntion of Independence 
wns from one; the signer of the Constitution of the United States 
from the other. T h e  great leaders of the Federal and Deunocmtic 
parties-Adam and JefFerson-resided in Massachusetts and Vir- 
ginia, each was vice president and each wns president; each a 
signer of h e  Declnm~ion of Independence ; each a negotiator of his 
country's treaties in Europe; and finally, both, after serving their 
country in their lives, were gathered to  heir immortality on tlie same 
day in which, fifty years before, they had together sct their names 
to the freedom of their country. 

I cannot but remember with what deep and stirring interest I 
used to sit by and hear the recitals of those who had been actors in, 
or observers of, the times and incidents occurring in the reuolutiolc- 
ary war. I t  a11 seemed to me ns a time and a dmma passed by 
-no longer the din and the perils of war existed4111 around tne 
wns peace and smiling plenty. It seemed to me like the stillness 
and repose after the great storm had passed by. I felt eager to look 
upon some of the remains of the desolating epoch; but litde or 
none remained to the eye ; and what I could contemplate and con- 
~ider ,  came home to the feelings through the ear-by hearing the 
recitals of those who had been familiar with the incidents What I 
failed thus to get at closely, concerning the war and its people con- 
cerned, I came at Inst, in subsequent years, to see andfeel on other 
objects, seen gliding down the stream of time, like floating drifi-wood, 
and wluch it hns been my pleasing business, and useful occuphtion, 
to snatch from the ehbing tide, and to warehouse (or chronicle) aa 
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the relics and remains of olden titne-pthering up for my own con. 
templation, and for the morldertnent of anotlrer generation, the pilssing 
and disolving charaderistics of men and tlrings of a passing and a 
dissolving age. 011, sweet is n tale of the olden titrte!" How 
grateful to the mind to lrave it stored with inlages, all its own and 
w l ~ i c l ~  others cnn only possess by gmteftrlly rece'ring ns n kindness 
and as a boon ! 

T11q w11o are now d i re ,  and remember the termination of the 
last war-who recollect what joy  they felt at its annunciaticn; and 
how ofien they felt gloomy and foreboding concerning its successful 
end, while in its actual progress, niny have some faint conception of 
mlmt the peace of 1233 was to our forefntlrers. Figl~titrg \vi111 suc l~  
rnst odds agninsi them as they had for seven lonm years, it then 
seemed as if it would never hare nn end! TIICY &o Irad screwed 
up their courage and their strength, w i n  nnd q i i n ,  for ofre more, 
and yet one rrzore still, of exl~aueted efTorts, looked out wit11 per- 
petual making the soul sick wit11 Itope deferred," for 
some happy clrance, or eventful providence, to bring their hopes and 
fears to a close. When i t  at last cnnte, i t  catnc ovcrwheltning; and 
wns expressed, not so muclt in tumcltuous joy, as in that conlforc- 
able sinking of the soul wl~ich one feels i r ~  fainting, after one llos 
been struggling for life in the wlreltning waters, nnd at last reaches 
the shore, and then s h k s  into rest, from a sense of safety and thank- 
fulness. & h y  wllo had heard of the recitals of the re\-olutionary 
war, had srcretly 'l wished that Heaven had made them such a 
man," in sucll a tiure, only for the sake of seeing irnd feeling wl~irt 
our fathers did in so cventful a struggle; and alten the second war 
curne, they were not sorry to llare so liocly apicfure brought home 
to their boeotns artd interests; but wlten it cnme to questions of 
landings and predatory invasions, like those at Baltimore, and the 
tlireatened renewal of a landing at Elkton, and a mnrcl~ upon I'hila- 
delphin, it became a Iteart-sickening afirir lo many, who held up to 
their imaginntions the successful denronstr,~lion upon Waslrington 
city, and its conflagntion. Some stout hearts miglrt sigh for the 
trial, in the hopes of their personal renown ; but the mass, the grent 
crowd of society, it rnigltt be seen, Ilnd sincere desires for a speedy 
and a lasting peace-tllns proving tint war is not congertial to the 
rnxs  of soclety and business people. Some of these facts at which 
I llave ltinted should be remenhered, as a s e d h e  to any future 
calls of tlrc people for military enterprise and glory ! I t  is a bad 
business, for the ~ocial system, at  all times! 

fitcidents OJ the Revolutions y War, as see11 andnoted hj a m'uino 
lady of reyectable cl~aracter, of lory feelings and  prejudices- 
dwelling a t  Uurli?rgton, hkw Jersq .  
T h e  follo\ving facts nre tnken from o MS. diary of Mrs. M. M. 

preserved in her fnniily, and will comprise such se2ectiom os seem . 
+?st calculnted for l l ~ e  public eye. 



December Gth, l77G. Being on a visit at Haddonfield, I heard 
from a person from Philndelpl~i:l, that the people there were in great 
commotion-tlie Eng!ish fleet being approaching in the river, md 
the inhabihnts remcivlng into the country ; tl~atseverd of good repute 
had been forming a design to fire the city, and being sumn~oned be- 
fore congress wele strictly enjoined to abandon heir  purpose. My 
heart died within me at the news. 011 my journey l~ome, I mas 
told that the inhabi~znh of our little town (Burlin~aon) were hastering 
away to the country, and that my nearest neigltbours were nlready 
gone. I was ready to faint at  the intelligence. I thought of my 
lonely situation, with no Irusband to cheer, with the voice of love, 
my sinking spirits-my little flock too, without a father. A flood of 
tears, alone, came to my relief, and 1 nieed my heart to my God. 
Finally, I cvas favoured to reach home, and to fiud my fanlily safe 
and well. 

December 7th. A letter from my nest neighbour's husband, at 
camp, warned her to be gone in haste-news comes from many that 
the llritisli army is advancing towards us. 

December Stir. Every thy  begins and ends with the same 
accounts, and we now hear that the regulars are at Trenton. 

Decernbrr 10111. i\Iy brother set off, but soon returned, saying he  
could not get away, as he heard that the Hessians were entering the 
town. A number of galleys have been lying before the town, for 
two days pnst 

Deceml~er 11th. A party of our riflemen passed tbrough our town 
going over to Bristol, saying they were forced onlvilrd before the 
Hessian9. John Lawrence and two or three others tllou~lrt best, for 
the safety of the town, to go out and meet them. The  Hessian 
colonel received tllem civilly, and promised safety to the people. 
Doctor Odell made himself useful us interpreter, in hlking French 
with the colonel. 'I'he terms were settled, that they should receivo 
unmolested quarters and refreshlnents, and that none fihould conceal 
arms or at~rtnuniton for sinister purposes. If  any concealtnenls were. 
discovered in nny of the houses, such houses should be liable to 
pillnge. T h e  troops remained without the town in their mnks, while 
the onicers cameinto town nnd dined with friend Lawrence, intend- 
ing to await there the determination of the commodore of the gon- 
dolas, to whom Captain Rloorc had been sent from the town, to 
confer with him for orders in our estremity. The  wind being high, 
he  could not communicate, and presently the galleys got before (.he 
:own ready for firing. Then  John Lawrence and Willinn1 IXllmyn 
went down to the wharf and waved their hnts, nntl to their nstonish- 
ment, they were fired upon. This result being reported to the colonel, 
he and Iris officers, and their body guard, wentouc to mnlte their ob- 
servations. These being occasionally seen from the gondolns, and 
they tbinlcin~ the town wns filled with Hessians, they set up a 
cnnnonade till near dnrk-sometimes along the main street, and 
winetimes across it. Several houses were struck and n little 



damaged, but not one living creature wm injured! At night the 
gondolas fell down a little below the town. While these th inp  
were occurring, we, who lived upon the green bank, went with our 
fanlilies into Ihe cellars. 

December L2h T h e  men of die galleys talk of firing the town- 
serenl of them landed on our banks ,md told us so. 

December 13th. T h e  Hessians hare been removed some milen 
f r ~ n i  town, and the gondola men have been busy ashore, looking 

they my, for tories. Some of the gentlemen who entsnained 
the foreigners were pointed out, and IWO were seized upon, and 
dragged on boord their galley. 

From the 13111 to LGtb, we had various reports of the advancing 
and retiring of the enemy. Some of the gondola men broke into 
and pillaged R S.'s Iiouse, on the bank. About noon of the 16th, 
we were alarmed with the alleged advance of thousands! My in- 
cautious son, in using his spyglass, was seen from the galleys, which 
soon brought an a~med  boar on shore with a loud knocking at my 
house, and asking to search for the tory who had been spying at 
them. T h e  caplam, a snmt  little fellow, named Shippen, desired 
to be shown the spyglnss; this transaction reached the town, and 
Colonel Cox wm very angry, and ordered the men on board. 

December 17d1. " Nore news ! Great news!" L' Tile British 
troops at  Mount Holly-guanls of militia placed at London and 
York bridges-gondola men pamding the streets, and searclling for 
fire-arms and tories!" But n friend has made me easy, who has 
come from Mount Holly, who says no harm is done to any, and 
they only spoil the goods of some known lo be in actual rebellion, 
RS they termed if. T h e  gondola men are all ordered on board, 
and not again to land. So far so good. 

December 19th. .4 report prevails that Geneml Putnam, with one 
thousand men, is on his march-this put all into motion at  Holly. 
T h e  Hessians retire to U l d i  Horse. 

Deceinber 20111. A snow storm last night has almost stopped the 
navigation, and has sent our guarda-costa down the river. The 
snow continues the next day, and much we pity the poor felloas 
who are out in it. Much talk now of making this a neufral island; 
but il ia mid that the gentlemen who visited Count de Nope, 
(Donop) to concert the measure, found him too m w h  occupied to 
r p a k  about iL 

Decemher 22d. 'It is said Putnam, with one thousand men, is 
ut Mount Holly, and all the women are removed from the plnce 
We hear coo, dl:it Genenl Howe is at Trenton, and an engagement 
may be soon expected. A man from Mount Holly tells us, he saw 
there lately n great many British troops-that some of them went to 
the magazine there (over the Court-house) and took out one hun- 
dred canteens, and us many broken tire-arms, nnd piling them up in . 
the street, ordered the men in derision to tnke charge of them. Seve- 
p l  of the families which went away LU the cannonading, are now ' 



reiurulng. 'Tis said that a party of our men, two hundred strong, 
which marched out of Mount Holly, met a party of Hessians, and 
Illat after a fight, twenty-one of our men were killed. 

December Bd .  This  day twelve gondolas have win visited ua. 
The  news again from hIount Holly is, that our men a p i n  met the 
Hessians in battle and lost ten men ; and that the Hessiaus are in 
possession of the town. I t  is also said, that tltree thousand of our 
troops now at Bristol are to cross over to us to-night, in order to join 
our routed party at hIount Holly. 

December 24th. T h e  gondolas ore all gone away-it is said by 
order of Genenl Cad\vdlader, in command at Bristol. The  former 
news about the Lights is now discredited. Several of the Hessians 
ore in the town to-day. We don't see them, bemuse wc, on the 
peen  bank, are considered out of the town. A pretty heavy firing 
is heard up the river today. 

December 26th. A great number of flat-bottomed boats have gone 
up the river to-day. General Reed nnd Count de Nope are snid to 
be negotiating about the neutrality of our place. 

December 27th. A letter from General Reed to his brother in- 
forms him that Wnsl~ington has had an engagenlent on the 25th, and 
taken nine hundred prisoners. I t  s eem they were surprised while 
keeping their Christmas revels. How unlike Christians, in botll 
revels and war! This evening about three thousand of the Penn- 
sylvania militia, and other troop, landed in the Neck and marched 
into town, and are quartered on the people. An officer spent the 
evening with us: and \VIE in high spirits. They went away the next 
day, when some snow again sent the gondolas down the river. 

December 29. Soldien who came last night nnd took up their 
residence in Colonel Cox's empty house, went off this morning after 
stopping to thank me for the food I furnished them. Soon after, an- 
other company took possession. T h e  inhabitants are much stmitened 
for bread and fuel. 

December 30th. A number of poor, sick, and wounded eoldiers. 
nre hrought iuto town, nnd lodged in the court-house and private 
houses. 

January lst, 1777. T h e  new-yenr's day hhns not been ushered in 
wit11 the usunl re.joicings. I t  forebodes a sorro\vft~l year to many. 

January 3d. We henrd very distinctly, to-dny, very heavy firing 
of cannon towards Trenton; and a t  noon upwards of one thousand 
men came into town in great confusion, and were quartered on the 
people. Several went into my next neighbour's (Colonel Cox's) 
house, where I went to see them, and my heart was melted to see 
them, lying on the floor fast nsleep, although many were without 
blnnkets to cover them. I had my suspicions that they had fled the 
field when they should hnve remained, and it proved so. Among 
them were seveml innocent-loolting Inds, and much 1 sympathized 
with their bereaved mothers. 

January 6th. I hear that Cnptnin Shippen is killed. We hea, 
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also that G e n e d  Mercer is killed, and Mimin is mounded ; and that 
two thousand Ken--England men fell in the late engagement 

Jnnl~ary 7111. This evening all the gondolas went from Rristol 
down the river. 

Janl~ary Stli. All the soldiers are gone from Colonel Cox's house. 
Only one of them'canle to t l~ank me for lny services to them. 

January 9th. We hear to-day that our troops have dri\.en tho 
British to Brunswirk. A11 the officerv went out of town to-day. T h e  
weatlier is rely cold, and the river is filled with ice. Sereml of the 
sick soldiers brought here have died. 

January 11th. Weather rery cold, and mucl~ I pity the poor sol- 
diers now on their march. 

January 13111. I was ~nuch  affected this erening at seeing the 
hearse and body of Genenl Mercer going across tlic river on the ice. 
At the same time Captain Shippen's body \\-as also carried over- 
both to be buried at IJidadelpl~ia. 

February 4th. To-day eight boa& full of soldiers sailed up the 
river to join h e  forces. They appeared to be merry. 

April 17th. A nulnber of flnt-bottomed boats went up the river 
and landed troops at  Eristol. I t  is said fifteen hundred nleu are bil- 
leted on the inltabitane there. 

BIny 7th. Captain Webb and his family came here, on his way 
to New Yorlc, he being ordered to leave the state. As lie was going 
to bed a cnptnin and soldiers arrived to examine llis papers, and to 
take Ilini to Philadelphia to the genelal, to answer to Iris being  asp^ 
H e  was, however, ordered to Bethlehem.-[Tl~is is the Captam 
Webb who was, at that time, a Rlethodist minister, and was cele- 
bnted as auch.] Sevenl persons are named as sulfering imprison- 
ment as tories. 

June 7th. The  reports by expresses make us believe that the 
English arnly are in motion, ant1 intending for I~l~il:tdelpliin. 

June 13th. Thc soldiers at Bristol beat to march, and sail up the 
river. 

June 14th. Before daylight the alarm guns at Princeton, Tren- 
ton, Borde~ltown, and Bristol were fired, and answered by those be- 
low. The  gondolas, I~arges, and flat-bottomed boats pass up the 
river. \ r e  Itear much firing above, and report says it is a bade. 
Some of the sick of the gondolas came to me for nssistnnce, they be- 
ing lodged at the governor's house (on the bank.) They hod the 
itch fever, and I h:~d the pleasure to see them all get well. I t  was 
gratefill to observe their hearty grntitude for acts done only in duty 

Sl~ortly afterwards there came a rough-looking man (a gndoln 
man) to the house, and cautiously invitinq me'aside, he caused me 
at first no little alarm ; but he soon said, '' If I had any friends or 
relatives in Philndelpl~ia, he would be gl:d to be the messenger, in 
considention of my kindness to him when sick."-My llenn was re- , joiced at the opportunity, and speedily 1 got r e~dy  a quarter of beef, 
wme veal, fowls, and flour, for my father and sisters there, which Ile ' 
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called for nt midnight and took into his boat H e  left them at R. 
Hopkins', at the Polrlr, from whence my friends sent and took them; 
and, two nights after, the stmnger returned wi:h a letter, a bushel of 
salt, a jug of molasses, a bng of rice, some tea, coffee, and sugar, with 
some clolh for my poor boy-dl sent by kind sisters in a truly needed 
time. Tllen we remembered the poor around us, m d  soon the sd t  
was distribuml to the joy of many. 

After this, one morning very early, me were silrprised to see tnany 
hundreds of boats, filled with British soldiers, going up to Borden- 
town to burn ill1 the gondolas. I felt, of course, alanned. Wlile 
loolting at  then], R. Sutton and his son stopped at my door, when 
the former said, ' l  He mas just going to join a party of soldiers going 
up to resist tl~ern." Poor fellow! he was killed next day. When 
the British returned, they fired seven1 cannon near me  at our next 
neighbour's house, who was a captain in the rebel army. 

A rebel quarter-master who had received some kindness from us, 
~ k e d  me one day, if I did not wisl~ to see my friends in the city, 
and said he would nccompnny me as far as Fmnkford. I readily 
accepted, and took along my friend A. 0. We got safely to our 
friend Abel James' place, and next morning we had a joyful meet- 
ing with my relatives at  Kensington. Our quarter-master was to call 
for us; but a skirrnisl~ occurring near us, he was hindered, and me 
had to get back by ourselves. In urging our horse over fast to make 
the best of it, he broke the swingle-tree in ascending the Red-lion 
hill, and our chair began to run back down the hill. With the help 
of my ribands and Nancy's giirters we mended the break, and nt 
length succeeded to get over the ferry, and finally to reach home, 
where me recounted our adventures to the great wonderment and 
grateful thnnkegiving of our fmnily friends. 

@- In conclusion, 1t.e presulue it will surprise the reader, as il hils 
ourself, to learn from tile preceding 11ow much the penceful, quiet 
country (own of Burlington was once stirred and excited by the haps 
nnd incidents of war. So much said of a place that hns never had a- 
mention of any thing in our revolutionary history, may serve to shorn 
how very much has been omitted by those narrators wllo have only 
aimed to speak of great and lending battles and events-and yet, 
herein is preserved a domestic picture of its vicissitudes and emotions, 
more touching nntl gnphic than many of far more consequence. I t  
is one thing to show the evolutions of hattles, and it is another thing 
to show how the casualties and excitements of war nrect Funilies and 
individuals. Such mas o w  war iu secn and felt by a thoughtful, in- 
telligent and peace-loving lady. 

And now, by way of contrnst, we shall add, from another menu- 
script dinry, the tho~l$l~s and feelings of n young lady near Wash- 
ington's camp at \Vh~tetnarsh, full of the zeal of whiggim and the 
admintion of the gay and chivalric spirit of martial life a.iJ nrmy- 
io wit: 
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Incidents of the ReuoluCionnry Tlrar, as observed arcd jounmlized 
by a young lady of Philadelphia, (S. IK,) residing near f/z 
American camp a t  JYhitemarsh-40 wit: 

North Wa lc~ ,  Sep t  '25, 1777. As I have no tneans to send l e t  
ten from tl~is our retreat to my young friend, I). N., I shall endea- 
rour to journalize, for her future inspection, some of the doing, and 
thoughts, and obsetvat~ons wl~ich possess the mind of her young 
friend, the writer. 

Yesterday, which was t l ~ e  25th September, two Virginia officers 
called at our house, and informed 11s that the Rritish army l~ud 
crossed the Schuylkill. Presently onorher person stopped and con- 
finned what they had said, and besides told us, that Gen. Washington 
and his army were near Pottq.rove. Well, thee uray be assured 
we were sadly scared. However, the road was very still until ere- 
ning, when we heard a great noise at the door. All of us went out 
to see. It n7m a large number of wagons, wit11 about 300 men of 
the Philadelphia militia. They begged for drink, and seven1 pushed 
into the house, where some of them were saucy enough, which 
caused some of us women soon to nlake our escape in much d a m .  
But, after a while, perceiving that the officers were gentlemanly md 
the soldiers civil, r e  returned, and when they left we gave them 
our good wishes. 

September 28, H. Jones came riding dong, and said ihe British 
and Hessians were at Skippnck road, and that we should see some 
of them. Our parents discredited it, but we fearful girls n l l o ~ ~ e d  
ouwelves to be much disturbed. In the evening, 0. I?oulke calne 
and told us that Gen. Wnshington 11od come down ns h r  as the T n p ,  
and that Gen. ilIcDougdl's brigade stationed at hlontgomery. 
This  he had froth Doctor Ed\vurds, aid to Lord Stirling. 

September 2G. Cousin Jesse has heard that Gen. Howe's army 
had moved towards I'lliladelphia. This excited our fears for you. 
After a while son~ebody cntne screaming, Sally, Sally! I ran in a 
moment, and behold it \vns the light horse come indeed ! They 
rode up to the house, and inquired if we had horses to sell! T h e  
oflicer took t~vo glasses of wine, and then all rode off. They b e  
longed to Lee's troop. In the evening we heard very heavy firing, 
and 1t.e hear that the American army will be within five miles of ue 
to-night. Our minds are all engrossed with these tliin,p-we think 
and talk of nothing else. S o  much for our retreating from the city 
to avoid the alarms of war! 

Here passes an interval of seveml weeks, with nothing particular 
to chronicle. 

October 19. Now for news and uucommon scenee ! Resting in 
bed this n~orning, and ruminating, I was aroused by Liddy, and 
wlled to hear a great comrnotion of drums and rnttling wagons: We 
dressed and got doxn stain epeedily. T h e  news wns that the British , 

I had left Philidelphia, and that our army am mnrching after to take 
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possession. We went out to see the army pass. I thought it strange 
to feel so little fear. Soon after, ~ e r e n l  officew called to get some 
refreshment, bul none of consequence until the afternoon, when two 
genteel men of tbe army rode up and made their salutations, m d  
asked if they could have quarters forGen. Smallwood. Aunt thought 
she could accommodate them. Then  one of the officers dismounted, 
and wrote " Smdlmood'~ quarters" over the door, which saved uz 
from stmg~ling soldiers. When left alone, me dressed for e f ic t  and 
adventure! Soon me had Doctor Gould, from Carolina. While he 
was yet present, the g e n e d  arrived, with his six attendants, and 
having also a large guard of soldiers, with horses and bqJwe-wa- 
gons-quite a family! Soon there was much running up and down 
stairs. Presently we mere introduced to Gen. Smallwood, Caphin 
Furnivnl, Major Stoddard, Captain Finley, Mr. Prig, Mr. Clagen, 
Col. Wood and Col. Line. T h e  two latter are Virginians, and in- 
disposed. T h e  geneml and suite are Marylanders. Some of thern 
supped with us, the others with Jesse. What a new situation for 
us! I don't, however, feel afraid, although among so many officers, 
and the yard full of soldiers. They eat and t d k  like other folk, 
and deport themselves with elegance. 

October 20. I dare say that thee is impatient to learn my senti- 
ments of these oUicen--so while they are yet sleeping in their cham- 
bers, I'll dmw their characteristics for thy conten-rplation. General 
Smallwood is a tall, portly, well-formed, martial man, having fie 
deportment of n gentleman, a good understanding, and much hu- 
manity of nature. Col. Wood seems to be one of the most amiable 
of men-talI,.genteel,a very countenance, and is a mnrried 
Inon. Col. Lrne is not married, so let me be temperate in his praise. 
H e  is monstrous tall and brown, is very sensible, and agreeable in 
conversarion. Of CapL Furnivd, I may say that he hns one of the 
finest faces I ever saw-has a very fine person, light hair in thick 
profusion to help his face. But the glory of the squad is Major 
Stoddard, so bashful, SO famous, k c .  H e  should come before the 
captain, but never mind. I at first thought him cross and proud, 
but I was mistaken. H e  is but about nineteen ; is nephew to the 
general, and acts as major of brigade. H e  can't be called gnceful, 
but his mind is superior. Finley is wretchedly ugly, and went 
away last night. Cols. Wood and Line, and Do~tor  Gould, diued 
with us, when I dressed in my chintz, and looked smart enough. 

October 26. A very rainy day, which keeps !he oscers in .the 
house In the afternoon the general and oflicers took tea with ua 
After supper I went into aunt's, and there saw the general, Col. Ltns 
and Major Stoddard. There the major got upon the notion of hav- 
ing me to sing-think of that! H e  was very facetious and clever- 
he has the sofiest voice, and never pronounces the R. [He woe 
afterwards secretary of the navy.] 

To-day arrived Col. Guest and Major Letherberry-the Intter a 
young lawyer, who hw no lack of tongue. 

27' 



October 27. This evening there came a parson belonging to the 
nrmy-llcw sl~nll I describe h m !  He  is near seven feet high, thin 
nnd meager-he ;tlTords no interest. Yet such as he fell in love 
with Liddy at sight! But he has n better rival in Col. Guest, o 
charming man nnd a brave of7icer. 

November 1. T h e  anny has llad orders to march to-day, the re- 
gulars first. The  officers are all to dine with us to-day. In  the 
evening several of them came to take of our tea. 

November 2. T h e  militia marches, and the general and his offi- 
cers leave us. I feel sorry to lose their agreeable company. We  
saw them turn the road and go out of sight, and they have our good 
mishes for their safety and welfare. 

December 5. Oh, Debby! I am all sensitive with fear! The  
English have come out to artack our army. They are on Chestnut 
hill, and our army three miles this side. What will become of us 
at only six miles distant! T h e  battle of Gerniuntoan, and the 11or- 
rors of that day, are still vivid in my imagination. 

December 6. T o  our surprise,suddenly entered the young hlnjor 
Stoddard. H e  could scarcely walk; poor fellow, I:e wns sick from 
fatigue and cold ; he looked pale and dejected ; he: ~vi ls  soon put to 
bed, and quickly he found rest in sleep. Next rnorning he rose - 
quite renovated. H e  \V\'OS every now and then listening for firing, 
and said in that awe he must be OK H e  ren~nir~ed to lea, and next 
day he set ofT again to the army. H e  said he should always be 
near us in the event of an enemy's approach. 

I have been reflecting how readily we can get reconciled to perils 
and alarms. Formerly the idea of being within ten miles of n battle 
ground was appalling ; but now, alrhough within sir  miles of two 
large armies, we can be easy and cheerful. 

December S. \Vs lrnre cause of joy-the British have returned 
to Philadelphia without a great fight. 

December 11. I I ~ w e  made two new acquaintances-a Captain 
Lipsco-9 and n Mr. Tilly-the former a d l ,  genteel mnn, in deli- 
cate healtl~, with the h e s t  head of h i r  I ever saw-a lizl~t, shining 
nubum, ncgligerdy tied and waving down his back-"loose do\\fed 
the soft redundance of his I~nir." Tilly is a wild, noisy monal, 
above the common size, a ruddy fnce, a great tallcer and laogl\er- 
he keeps the house in continual mirth and merrimcnt by his oddi- 
ties. Again we were surprised by the presence of hlnjor Stoddard. 
While he was here me got I I ~  nn adrnirz~ble joke upon Tilly, by 
using the fine eIligy of a 13ritlel1 grenadier to be placed near his bed 
chamber, and to gwe the nlarrn of"  the British have come !" T h e  
figure looked so red, that when Tilly saw it, he .made ofT by n by- 
way, and ran oKn great way, to the great amusenlent of the family 
nnd the three or four oficers present. 

December 14. T h e  officers still here, and full of their jokes on 
Tilly for his retreat. To-day we were visited by Captain Smnll 

/wood, a pretty little fellow, brother to the general. 
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December 20. G e n e d  \Vnshington7s anny 1103 gone into wnnter 
qunrters at Valley Forge, a i d  we shill1 now have a solitude before ua  

February 7, '87- We have passed several \reeks without any 
thing of moment occurring. W e  had a visit from Major Jameson 
nnd Captain Howard, both of the dragoons. To-day me Tisited the 
heights of the Barren hills of Whitemanh, and had an extensive 
prospect of the country, and saw there the tnces of Lhe encampment. 
nnd Inany ragged imitations of chimneys, and lnmy other o b j e c ~  of 
ruin-telling the tale of what !cad been. 

Nay 11. Paper is swrce wiih us, which restricts my notitza. I 
had laid aside tny pen; but this evening, when sa ted  at tea, we 
were aroused by the approach of light horse, and soon there followed 
1600 men, under Gen. ilImvell. W e  thought they would pas ;  
but soon came in the gened ,  with Col. Brodhead, Major Ogden, 
and Captain Jones. T h e  g e n e d  is u. Scotchman, with little to pre- 
possess. T h e  colonel is very martial and fierce. Ogden is genteel, 
with a strong nose. Captain Jones might be called a conqueror, 
being tdl, elegant and Ilandsome. Their brigade is to be encamped 
about three tniles from us, where we have been out to see their en- 
campment, and got scared by the challenge of the pickets. 

June 2.  cap^ A. S. Dnndridge ~ n d e  his appearance here with 
his troop of horse. H e  is to be called the handsotnest of men. 

June 3. An introduction to Major Clough, Captain Swan, and 
Mr. Moore, all of the cavalry-they had come to dine with Dan- 
dridge. In  the evening Lieut. Watts took ten with us. Saw severnl 
quads  of cavalry to-day, passing OK towml Skippack road We 
felt at first afrqitl they were British. They  belonged to Col. Shel- 
don's regiment of dqoons, and one of the captains (Stoddard! came 
to see us. 

June 5. W e  have a call of a squadron of drngoons, under Major 
Jameson, with Capt:iins Call and Nixon. They said they fully be- 
lieved that the British were about to leare Pliiladelpl~ia After 
breakfast, they all set off far Valley Forge camp. 

June 19. We liave nstonishing news, that the British have really 
left Philadelphia. This  is delightful news! Our army is about SIX 
miles OK on tlieic march to the Jerseys. I now tllinlr of nothing hut 
returning bnclr to the city, after at1 exile of twenty tnontl~s. 

Philadelphia, July, 1773. It 11aq now pleased kind heaven to 
restore us back safely to our home in the city! My heart danced 
rind tny eyes sparkled will1 pleasure at this event. T h e  very noise 
and rattle of the city wrrs all music to my senses, so glad wns I to 
be v a i n  at home! 
85- I t  cannot escape the observation of a consldemte reader, that 

after all we have heard of the deprivations nnd suffering of the ofi- 
cers of the revolutionnry army, that we have here a fair representa- 
tion of a gny and cheerful set of men, well clad and well fed, kc .  
We  see, too, by the facta in their m e ,  how very imposing were their 
easy manners nnd gay rnilitnry array, upon the feelins and judg- 
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men& of the female ses. How it atfec~s the lieart to consider s i r t ~ d  
chat the then young, p y  and sportive spirits, who theu so actively 
shone in the drama. of life, are now, nearly dl, no more ! Sic tra* 
sit @ria mundi! 

TTalet~ Forge Czmp.-This place having been made memoruble 
in our history by the surerings of our anmy there in the winter of 
Iiii-8, I was induced to make the place a visit fifty years after, sny 
in July, 1525. As we approached the towering "camp Iiills," near 
the Valley Forge, what emotions pressed upon the reflecting mind ! 
On those hills were miserably hutted the forlonz hope of the country 
in its day of gloom and peril. The  name and the actions of the 
great father of his country, and the weight and burthen of his public 
a r e s  at that place and season, pressed upon the recollection ! 

On these hills they constmcted long rows or lines of log huts for 
their winter quarters, placed them on the sun side, made numerous 
stockades and bristling pikes for defence along the lines of trenches. 
T o  this purpose, and fbr their necessary fuel, they cut off an entire 
forest of Iienvy tiniber, which now is a ~ i n  covered by another growth 
of trees in full stature over the whole s~te. Poor sufTercrs, surrounded 
ns they were by fuel, vain mere their efTor~s to subdue the freezing 
cold of that exposed wnter. Their clothes were scanty, tlleir blan- 
kets in ngs, and their feet in genenl without stockings, and aln~oslt 
shoeless! Sad ale the recitals which witnesses of the neigl~bourhood 
hare given of their then comfortless state ns soldiers. Cases have 
occurred where sentinels, to keep their feet from perishing, liave stood 
with their feet in their hats or caps. 

P. S. Duponceau, Esq., who was one of the young oficem of the 
army a; \'alley Forge, (aid to Steuben,) relates some facts of stimng 
interest. They bore, mid he, their condition of Italf naked and !tdf 
famished men, with fortitude, resignation and patience. Son~e-  
times you might sec soldiers pop their heads out of their huts, and 
call out in an under tone, " no bread, no soldier !" but a single word 
from their oficer nrould still their con~plaint. H e  I I ~  spoken of tho 
Washin~ton family in such picturesque terms as i d e s  11s see the 
1ife.f T h e  general, partaking of the hardsltips of his brave men, 
was accustomed to sit down with his invited oficers, kc., to a scanty 
piece of n~eat, with some hard bread nnd n few potatoes. A t  his 
house, called Moore hall, they dnnk  the health and prosperity of 
the nation in humble toddy; and the lusurious dessert consisted 
of a plate of hickory nuts. There his fortitude and dignity of de. 
tneanour always gave new spirits to hisoffrcers. Even in those scenes 
Mrs. \'!nshington, ia was her practice in the winter campaigns, had 
joined her husband ; and possessing d\vays at the head of tiis table 
her mild, dignified countenance. Grave, yet cheerful, her counte- 
nance and her manner reflected the feelings of the hero whose narrm 
she bore. Her  presence inspired fortitude, and those who came to 

I her with almost desponding hearts, retired full of hope and con. 
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dence. Baron Stcuben used to tell a story of his cook, who left him 
at that place, saying, as his justification, that where he had nothing 
on which to display his art, it.was of no consequence who twned  
the string!-meaning the cord of the spit. 

T h e  drear of thnt minter w.u rendered the more affecting because 
at  that time no nation in Europe had acknowledged our independ- 
ence, wherefore all seemed to rest on the efficiency of this ill-ap- 
pointed army, suffering m it wm before the face of a superior British 
force; but, happily for us, then abandoned in good degree to pleasure 
and revelry, in luxurious quarters in Philadelphia LC Their counsels 
were foolishness," and the " eceptre llad departed" from the sove- 
reign who alarmed us. 

A gentleman, (C. M.,) who a m  an officer at the camp, has told 
me of so:ne of their hardship there. Fresh beef they could scarcely 
get; of they had none, save sometimes some polatoes. 
Their table was loose planks, rough, as split from the tree. One 
dish, of wood, or of pewter, sufficed for a mess. A horn spoon and 
tumbler of horn was lent round. Their knife was carried in the 
pocket. Much of their diet was salted herrings, in wch  injured 
state, thnt they would not hold together to be drnwn ont of the cask 
singly, but had to be shoveled up  en masse. Sugar, coffee, tea, kc., 
were luxuries not seen. They  had only continental money, and it 
wns so depreciated it would not allure farmers to sell to them. Yet 
cheerless us was such a state, when they drew three months' pay, a 
number of subaltern officem sallied out to seek mirth and jollity, and 
spent a month's pay in one night of merry revelry! Sometimes, for 

leaeontry, you might see a squad of men and officers affecting to 
a received a supply of whisky-of which they were often with- 
ou t - and  passing round the stone jug, as if filled, when lo! the enger 
expectant found ~t wm only water! T h e  fun was, thnt the deceived 
still kept the secret, in hopes to p m  it to another and another un- 
wnry wight On one occasion of alarm, the men being marched out, 
in several inshnces were so shoeless as to mark the frozen ground. 
with blood, when Genernl Conway, who saw it, exclaimed, "My 
dear fellows, my heart bleeds with you "' 

T h e  consequence of such hard fare was, that sickness and death 
prevailed greatly. Then came unavailing sighs for Iwme, for d l  the 
lost comforts of domestic reliefs. T h e  quietude of the citizen was 
sighed after. Parents, brothers, sisters, or wives and children, were 
remembered but to increase their regrets. T h e  dysentery wns very 
prevalent, and long trenches in the vale below the hill were dug and 
j2led with those whelm'd in pita, and forgotten in undistinguished 
mass." If such were the calamities of war, and such the price we 
pay for sep-goucrnmed, oh, how sedulously should me now preserve 
the nltainment ! 

Revolutiomy exploits of Colonel AUen McLane.- Col. Allen 
McLnae, who died in 1829, at the q e  of eighty-three years, hnd 
been one of the most remarkable men, os a partisan officer, in the 
VOL. 11.-2 Q 



revolutionary m r .  While the British occupied Philadelphia nnd 
Gern~nntomn, Ile was a captain of cnvnlry, in the command of the 
scouting parties, nnd, i s  such, became known to every body ns the 
constant. hero of enterprise nod dnring. Having been personnlly n o  
quainted with him, in his elder days, I had pthered rnnny facts of 
his exploits and services, records of which may be found in pngw 
439 to 444 in my 11s. book in the Historical Society, from w11ich I 
now he:e make some extrncts. 

I t  wns the plensure of himself and his men to mnke it n~ntter of 
frolic and fun to athck or alarm the enemy, wherever and as often 
ns they could. 

I t  mns on nctive part of their business to intercept the mnrket peo- 
ple, in thr, Rritish intere~t, going to 111e city, and to turn them over to 
our sufT+.iilg army nt Valley Forge. Others he mould surer to pass, 
on conait~on of taking some supplie~, and with them some mesages, 
to brother officers, yisoners in the city. 3 u t  it ~ n s  their fun some- 
times, when they could kill a well-fed British horse, to hnve their 
''spy butchers" cnrry in the choice pieces, and sell it  as bullock beef 
for gold, whicl~ might repay, in prt, the trouble and hazard of the 
imposition. 

At one time, in the summer of 1776, going, ot the break of day, 
into the upper end of Frnnkford, he was surprised by an ambr~scade 
of Briiisl~, new the Rocks. He  quickly discharged his pistol at  the 
nearest, nnd made good his retreat into the woods. But after gain- 
ing the open field, he discovered a troop of Britis!~ horse. Finding 
no chance of escape, he made his ndvnnce to them as if t t  surrender. 
This put them OK their guard ; when he suddedy turned to the rond 
leading to t!~e Oxford church. Upon [his, two of the troop were de- 
tached in his pursuit. When they overtook 11in1, they took sepamte 
sides of his horse, ciropping their s~wrds  in tlleir sl~ngs, as if he was 
already their certain prisoner. He, no way conquered, shot his pis- 
tol into the breast of the one, nnd in the instant struck the other from 
his hone with his empty pistol. H e  could have b ro~~gh t  off their 
hones, but that the whole troop were seen not for off, and pursued 
him into the swamp near Shoemaker's mill, where 11e eluded them. 
.4 painting of this encounter used to be exhibited at Penlels Museum. 

&t;t t!w snme time, Captain M'Lane had an nppointment to 
n~ee t  a citizen,:1isguised in woman's drcss, nt dnybreak, at the house 
of one Goot'lnnn, (now Maupny's pnrden,) near the Rising Sun. At 
the moment he  mns on his horse, he was seen by a dozen British 
horsemen, who immediately urged their horses onward to his cnp- 
ture. M'Lnne seeing his case mm despernte, nffected to have his 
men behind the house, called out to come on; nnd dashing up to 
their sejeant, fired his pistol in his face, and made his escape. 

I n  cold weather, when riding nbrontl in severe nights on the ,lines. 
Captain M'Lnne often used the rum in his cnnteen to pour into his 
bools, to keep his feet from freezing. Ardent spirits wns very senrce 
and dear; nnd on seveml occasions of skirmishing, his men hnve 
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been more engr to cut off the cmteens of the British solhers than 
to seizc their persons. 

Whim the British army entered Pldadelphin, it was his business 
to hover close on their rear, to cur oil' stragglers. H e  thus secured 
seveml prisoners Some of his men were disguised iis British cavalry. 
With five of these, he entered Philadelphia in their rear, and on 
Second-street bridge, then over the Dock creek, hc surprised and took 
off Caplaill Sandford on horseback. At rbe =me time he was very 
near to seizing the British adjutant-geneml, with his papers,in Second 
near to Cl~estnut streeL Thence he turned up IValnut street, and 
on the bridge over Dock creek, he surprised and took Frederick 
Varnu~n, the keeper of the jail under Galloway. As he went out 
Walnut street, he met old Isaac Parrish, who told him he had just 
seen Geneml Howe, and seven1 general officers, out near the Better- 
ing-house. He  pressed thither-they had gone-but he, wending 
his friend Cormer's house close by, got a view of them proceeding 
down South streel He  thought he could have seized them dl,  if he 
had had a few more minutes. 

He always avoided to attack the enemy in any town, from a be- 
lief that they might be induced to fire the place. That was a reason 
why no attack was nrtampted on Philadelphia. 

While the British were indulging in the festivities of the night of 
the Meschianza. below the city, McLane was busy with a strntngen~ 
to break them up. He hd one hundred infantry, in four squads, 
supported by CCw's dragoons. At ten at night, they 11ad reached 
the abattis in front of their redoubts, extending frow the Schuylkill 
to the Globe mill. These divisions wrried campkettles, filled with 
co~nhustibles, with which, nt the proper signal, t l q j r e d  the wlwle 
Line of olattis! The British beat the long roll, and their alarm 
guns were fired from river to river, and were answered from the park 
in Soulhwark. The  ladies, however, were so managed by the 05- 
cen as to have taken the cannonade for any thing but the fact, and 
therefore continued the sports of the night. But the officers in charge - 
on the lines, ~~nderstood the nature of the assailants, and gave pub 
suit and mult He retired to the hills and fastnesses of the Wissn- 
hiccon. After day-light the British horse were in full force to pursue 
him, and finally took his picket and ensign ut Barren hill. McLane 
was afterwards attacked, a d  swam his horse across the Schuylkill, 
when some of Morgan's riflemen appeared to his protection. H e  
then turned upon his pursuers, driving them, in turn, into their lines 
near the city. 

This kind of warfare, begun without necessity and witboi~t orders, 
from the love of enterprise and prowess, was the instinctive plea- 
sure of such active and maninl spirits to invent and acco~n lish. 
Such were the impulses which, on a former occasion, in f uced 
McLane to surprise nod capture, by night, the British pr ison at 
Paulus Hook, a circumstance already detniled in history. 

McLnne, at the beginning of the war, was a man of property, all 
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of which he sold, and freely used his money to enlist and clothe a 
company at his own charge. His continentd money went down to 
dmost nothing in his hands; but he cared for none of these t h inp  
while he could so usefully serve his country. Such a man-so 
dashing m d  valorous in his enterprise, lived to become a grave and 
religious character. H e  mas the father of Secretary l\IcLnne, who 
was also for some time our resident minister at London. 

Ezploit of the Hyder Ah-The of the Geneml Monk, 
by the Hyder Ali privateer, on the St11 of April, 1762, by n num- 
ber of volunteers, of Philadelphia, was so remarkable a case of g d -  
Inntry as to deserve some special notice. 

A number of gentlemen having met in the evening at  Crawford 
and Donaldson's insunnce office, in Hi@ street, and convening to- 
gether on the sulject of the captures mak~ng in the bay by the Gene- 
ral Monk, just then arrived, it ~ v a s  resolved to nise a loan of money 
by which to fit out a vessel which might succeed to capture her. 

T h e  money was obtained of the Bank C h'oi~h America, upon the 
responsibility of sundry individuals; the Hyder Ali was purchased 
of John W. S~anly,  and the command given to Cnptain Barney; a 
crew of volunteers, chiefly from the regular cervice, was engnged, and 
n co~nmission of a letter-ofmarque procured. 

I n  a week, the vessel was ready, and sailed. Captain Barney dis- 
guised his vessel os a merchantman, and gave his orders, that when 
he should command toboard, they should fire coolly and deliberately; 
and that ahen  he should order to$re, then they should board. When 
arrived in sight, and perceiving that he  could outsail the other, he  
hung over his drag anchors, to impede his way and to deceive the 
adversary. On being overhauled by the Genenl Monk, Barne 
called out to prepare for boarding: the otl~er, deceived by the cd[ 
directed his men to line the nides of his vescel to prevent them. T h e  
n~ome t~ t  they were at their posts, Barney cried to his men to board. 
His men fired : the captair. of the Genenl Monk and several of hie 
officers fell. The  Genernl Monk returned the fire, but it was too 
late then to retrieve ; so that when Barney ordered his men to fire, 
they boa~ded without resistance. There they had a horrid sight- 
nearly one hundred killed and wounded lay upon the deck. T h e  
Genenl Monk carried eighteen nine-pounders, and one hundred and 
fifty men : the Hyder Ali carried four nine-pounders and twelve 
sixes, and one hundred and twenty landsmen-four were killed nnd 
fifteen wounded. 

Hme 's  Army.-It has probably been a surprise occurring to most 
citizens, that any country so thickly populated as ours OII the sea- 
board, should have ever feared the force of an army smnll ns m e  
the British among us. Judging as peaceful citizens, estranged to 
the facts of wnr, me are apt to conceive that such a m d e  population 
ns Philadelphia afTorded, we had only to turn out en masse and 

ttnnke n meal of the invading foe I But it is wonderful on such oc- 
casions, how very feu, of the wbole cnn be brought out in any effec 



m defenders. I find I am not alone in such reflections on the case. 
Iudeed, they are too tintural not to have occurred to others. I find, 
therefore, that our Captain Graydon, in his memoin, has thought of 
these thing:-LL Why so much caution (says he) a foe in 
the very heart of the country? Why uot rather turn out en mnsse, 
surround, nnd make a breakfast of Mr. Howe and his mercenaries? 
Could not a population of two millions of souls hare furnished 
fighting w h i p  enough for the purpose! Where were the multitudep 
which used to appear in arms i n  the cummor~s o/ Pliiladelplria ' 
Where the ardent town meeting llosts! T h e  tavern declnimen! 
Where the legions of New England men that hemmed in Gage nt 
Boston! &c. Where the famed Penr~sylvanian riflemen ! Where 
the 160,000 men in arms boasted of in General Lee's letter to Bur- 
Goyne! 'I'hese things promised well (on paper)-they were flatter- 
Ing In the extreme! Yet, on the day of trial, the fate of the country 
and its liberties was nlways committed to a llnntlful of mercenaries- 
the very things which were the eternal theme of our scorn and deri- 
sion. Would it hnve been credited, in the year 1775, (when patri- 
otic ardour first inhmed,) that n British army of 15,000 men could 
have marched ill perfect security from the Clmapeake to Philadel- 
phia! That  a much smaller force could have penetrated through 
the Jerseys! and that mere partisan bodies could have traversed the 
southern states in utter contempt of the long h i f e  of Virginia !"- 
T h e  truth is, the mnss of citizens hnve little or no enthusiasm in 
such perils-they can help on the war by imposing numbers, nt re- 
solves, and at the p o h ;  but when " mcrecl lives and fortunes" are 
needed, cLfew take the risk, and less the battle sltnre!" Howe, os o 
martial man, knew this, and pushed his m i y  wcordindy. 

Things dolie i n  Plzi1adelphia.-It is not sufficiently known how 
very much our conlmon country is indebted to Pliiladclpliia, or 
mther to a few leading individuals therein, for those early measures 
which led even!ually to resistance nnd to national independence. 
T h e  acts of opposition-begun in 1774, at Boston, to the Port Bill 
-was altogether dependent for its success, as they believed, on tlie 
countenance it might receive from the middle colonies, of which 
Pennsylvania was deemed the chief. T h e  spirit of Virginia was 
previously known to be fi~vounble to resistnnce ; but Pennsylvania, 
and tispecially Philadelphia, then the metropolis, and a great com- 
mercial city, wns regarded as so far under the influence of the Qua- 
ker population nnd the m e r c h a n t ~ b o t h  of whom were averse.to a 
breach with the mother country-that little success was expected 
unless Philadelphia city could first be made hearty in the cnuse. 
T h e  merchants had nt first gone very cheerfully into mu-importa- 
tion resolu~ions, but when it wns ascertained how very much it cur- 
hiled their business, seveml begnn to swerve. As it was thus early 
ascertained that Philndelphia was the fulcrum which turned a long 
lever, some lending men there, of closer observation and steadier 
iesolution, entered into n cbncerted scheme to produce a great politi- 
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cal change. These were the Hon. Chas. Thomson, Joh r~  D&n. 
son, Esq.,* Governor J. Reed, and Gen. Thomas AIimin. 

T h e  particulm of these facts I ascertained from the peruml of the 
posthumous papen of Chas. Thonlson, extracts and copies of which 
I hare given to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

At  a general meeting, called at  the Coffee-house, these genllemen 
became sevemlly speakers. Mr. Dickinson, who had the confidence 
d the Friends, took n~odemte grounds, but Mr. Thomson wm so 
vehement and zealous for nlaking a comrnon cause with Bostorl, 
that he fainted and was carried out. F~OIII causes like these, they 
were allowed to take the rule of inoficid public measures. Tiley 
soon took the expedient of calling a conventio~l of the co~ntllittees 
of selfkreated county meetings: by this they could mise a power to 
ovemwe and rule the wembly, tvhich nns in effect still too loyal for 
their purpose. Such L' n private association, for laudable views," iu 
spoken of in Mr. Jefferson's letter of Norch, 1522, to Dr. Morse, 
saying, "this perilous engine became 7rccessay to precede the revo- 
lution." " It was a collateral power which no man should wish to 
see in use againyy-thus showing in effect the precedent of the Paris 
nnd Jacobin clubs. That  zuc did better than they, is ascribable to 
our better materials-men of more substantiul patriotism and viriue 
-true sons of that " virtue" which is r~lade significantly enough to 
precede in the n~otto-scroll of our escutclleon of imYepetrrletlee. 

I n  addition to those city meilsutes, Chas. Thomson, and ano~her 
of those speakers, made a tour through the country, under the a p  
peamnce of a summer tour with their ladies, but in reality to better 
enlist the feelings of the back country people, and to test their dispo- 
sition, in the event of a revolution. 

In  July, 1774, the assembly of Pennsylvania, a t  P/~iladelphia, 
resolved, L' t h n ~  in ronsequewe of the d@reretnces which long 11ave 
subsisted wit11 Great Britain: and have been greatly increased by divers 
late acts, it is abolutdy necessary to hold a co~~~.gress of clcpdies 
from all the colonies, and that a committee open a correspo~tdence 
to effect that object." 

Captain T / ~ o n ~ a s  Forrest.-In 17'75-6, Capt. Thomas Forrest 
(since colonel) formed a conlpany, which were dressed in all the 
style of litdians, with painted faces, leggings nnd plumes. At same 
time Caprain Coppertltrvaite formed a conlpany of young Quakers, 
called the " Quaker Blues." Copt. John Cadwallader (afterwards 
geneml) formed a company of " Greens," called, in allusion to the 
gentility of the members, '' the silk stoclting company." They were 
nfterwnrds Geneml Washington's guards, at New York. 

Newspapers.-At the early progress of the war, much newspaper 
controversy appeared in the Philadelphia papers,pro a d  con, thus 
giving for a time the semblance of free discussion. "Comnlon 

ense" is controverted in several numbers, by " Cato," who in turs 
s nnswered by " the Forester" nnd Cassandm." P - 

Author of the Farmer'# Let- 



Occurrences of ihe %r oj fidependc)m. 327 

dnaold's E&.-In September, 1750, the populace of h e  city 
were drnwn together in great escitetnent to witness the degrndatioa 
and burning of Arnold, the tmitor, in e%y. His figure, in regiment- 
als, was placed on a cart and d n m n  through the city, to be burnt 
on High-street hill. H e  had two faces, and a mask in his left 
hand. Near him wns the devil, in black robes, holding out to him 
n piirse of money. Near them were some trnnsparencies of pictures 
snd letters describing the treachery, &c. T h e  recession begin 
from the rear of the present Methodist SL George's c g urch, in Fourth 
street, headed by severnl gentlemen on horseback-by a line of con- 
tinental officers-by seven1 gentlemen in a l ine-nnd  by a gnard of 
city infantry. T h e  accompanying music played d l  the may the 
Rogue's illarch ! 

Mrs. Danac/~'s Conduct.-I have very direct and certain evi 
dence for stlying that Mrs. Lydia Darrnch (the wife of Willianl Dnr- 
nch, a teacher, dwelling in the house No. 177, South Second street, 
corner of Little Dock street,) was the cnuse of saving Wnsl~ington's 
army from great disaster, while it lay at  Whitemarsh in 1777. 
T h e  cnse rvm this-the adjukmt genenl of the British army occu- 
pied a chamber in that house, and came there by night to read the 
orders and plnn of Geuenl Howe's meditated attack. She over 
heard them, when she was expected to have been d e e p  in bed, 
and malting a pretext to go out to Fmnkford for flour for family use 
-under u pass-she met with Colonel Craig, (who afterwards shot 
himself,) n ~ ~ d  communicated the whole to him, who intn~ediately 
rode off to Genernl Wnsl~ington, to put him on his guard. T h e  
next night, about midnight, the British army in great fotce marched 
silently out of Philadelphia. T h e  whole of i~ i r  terminated in what 
rvns called, 1 believe, the action of Edgehill, on the 5th December; 
and on the 8th following, the British got back to the city fiitigued 
and disappointed. Lydia Damch and her husband were Friends. 
She communicated nll the particulars (more than here expressed) 
to my friend, Mrs. Hannah Haines, and others. Although she 
wos a small and weakly womiln, she walked the whole distnnce, 
going and coming, bringing with her, to save appearances, twenty- 
five pounds of  flour, borne upon the arms, all the way from Frnnk- 
ford. T h e  adjutant general aftenvards came to her to inquire if it 
had been possible, that any of her family could have been up to 
listen and convey intelligence, since the result had been so myste- 
rious to him ! 

Doings of Ladies.--I have henrd a Indy, Mrs. H-, speak 
In lively animation of the fcelinqs of the ladies durinz the revolu- 
tionary war, when debarred by the patriotism of the times from 
the usual use of their beloved tea. Although it wos proscribed from 
the tables of all the whip ,  it wos even then indulged in by some of 
ttte whig Indies. It mm a prnctice with some, to avoid observation, 

,by setting. a coffee-pot upon the tea-table, even while they s~:cretly 
dmnk thelr tea as from the water-pot; but if a strnnger came in, the 



cofee pot mas sent out (feignedly) for more cofTee! When tea war, 
d i e d  for at stores, it was sold in sealed papers, under h e  name of 
cut tobacco, and similar disguises! 

I hare preserved an original subscription roll [ride MS. book, p. 
3401 of ladies who joined to contribute money to mise the bounty 
to the soldiery under Geneml Washington, and to be forwarded for 
that purpose to his lady. This  was an answer of the year ITSO, to 
llmt g e n m l  appeal of the geneml, to all the colonies, to fall upon 
some estrn espedient to supply the amy .  On that occasion, the 
I'hilade[phia ladies set the example ; and at the sanle time invoked 
all in the union to do the same. This fact gave occasion to this 
\re11 espressed con~pliment, to wit: " W e  cannot appenl in win 
for t r l~a t  is good, to that sanctuary wl~ere all that is good has its 
proper Ilo~ne-the female boso~n!" T h e  dnrkest day of our revolu- 
'ionary struggle was cheered by the beams of wornali's benevolence. 
In this city, the ladies were distiryuished for their active benero- 
lence; and it is a part of our annals of \vhich we are n~ost proud. 

A lady of Philadelpl~ia, writing to an oficer of the British army, 
who had been intimate in her family before the war, t l~us  expresses 
to him the patriotic feelings of her ses. T h e  copy ~vns found not 
long since in MS. among her papers. I give only a few leading ex- 
tnct8, to wit: " I assure you, that t l~ougl~  we consider YOU as a 
public enemy, we r e q d  you as a private friend, and while we detest 
the cause you are figl~t~ng for, we wish well to your personal interest 
and safely. I will tell you \ v h t  I have doue. Aly only brother 
I have sent to the camp with my prayers and L l e s i ~ ~ g s ;  and had I 
twenty sons and brotllers, they should go to e n ~ ~ ~ l u t e  !he gea t  exnm- 
ples before thcm. I have retrenched every supedluous expense in 
my table and fatnily. Tea  I have not drunk since last Cllristmas, 
nor bougl~t a new cap or gown since your defeat at Lesington. 
I have the pleasure to assure you that there are the sentiluents of all 
my sis~er A~nericans. They l ~ i ~ ~ e  ~ilcrificed assemblies, parties, ten- 
drinkinp and finery, to the great spirit of pittriotisnl. If these are 
011r sent~n~ents, tvl~at must be the resolutions of our lrusbands but to 
die or be free! All mnlis of men iln1ollg us are in arnls. Nothing 
is heard in our streets but the trumpet tlnd drum; cnd the univeml 
cry is LA~nericc~ns to arr~ls!!'" 

Pl~ili~delpl~ia was at one time gmtified with the imposing spectacle 
of a French army in fine s ~ y l e  of n~ilitilry nrray, consislmg of sir 
thousand Inen. They came down Front slreet; passed up Vinestreet, 
and encan~ped on the commons at the Centre squilre. T h y  were 
fine-looking soldiers, all in clpnn ~chite uuifornr. They were under 
comniar~d of General Rocha~nbenu, on their way to York~own. 

When the cawp fever was so fatal among our soldiery,  hey were 
brought into l'hiladelplrin, and placed in ilny arid a11 enipty houoes 
w l ~ i c l ~  could be found. In this way, eleven of them were tnken to 
l$urbeso~~'s l ~ o u a  in High sfreet, ncir to Second street. There Mn. , 

peakrnon, out of compassion to their sufi'erings, visited and refresl~ed 
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them doily, and by much attention recovered the whole of them 
They mere young men of the Mnryland line, and unbounded i n  
their only means of recompense-LC the blessings of those who were 
ready to perish." 1 give this instance as a specimen of a frequent 
incident of the time. S o ~ n e  striking hcts of the kiud, I have con- 
nected with the notices of " Carpenter's mansion.:' 

T h e  satne lady has described to me the awful spectacles she w i t  
nessed of interring the dead soldiery from the same fever, at Polters- 
field, now the Washington square. They first dug square pils for 
them along the western side of that square, but as they died faster, 
they [lug a long trench on the whole length of the soutlern side- 
vis-h-vis Dr. Wilson's church, n~alting two rows of Zeogths, in- 
terring double in length on top of one another, and casting the earth 
over them only as fast as the trench was filled up by the carts bring 
ing the bodies from the various houses of sickness. 

\Vhile Nrs. Speaktnan lived in High street, she saw as tnany as 
six of our vessels of defence float by IlIigh street in flan~es, set on 
fire by our own people to avoid tlte British capture. As some of 
their tnVzines blew up, it way a w f d - s u c l ~  WIS their earthquake 
roar!" On several occasions their guns, being loaded, seut off their 
shot! Several balls came up High street as she looked, and then 
she and her family went into the cellar for greater mfety. Thie 
was before the British occupied Pliiladelphin. 

Our war, which has been called L L  a l~istory of temporary devices,' 
was replete with happy accidents, "such as the pious call prod 
dence, and the profane cull luck." T o  instance only a few c w v  
of 'L time and chance" as they occurred in the person of our financier, 
Robert Morris, Esq., may aKord some interest. 

At a time when military stores and clothing were exhausted in 
Washington's camp, a supply suddenly and unexpectedly arrived in 
a ship to Robert Morris, fully Inden. These he generously gnve up 
to the service.-& another time, when there were no cartridges but 
those in the men's boxes, and when, if attacked, defeat seemed in- 
evitable, a most seasot~nble supply of lead arrived to Mr. Morris, in the 
Holkar privateer, as her ballast, all of which he promptly gnve up  to 
the nrmy.-Fin~lly, when the campaign of the yenr 1751 wns con- 
certed with De G m e ,  fojthe investment and capture of New York, 
from wl~ich De Grnsse so strangely and provokingly receded, qa ins t  
the will of Washington, on the pretext that it was dangerous for his 
heavy ships to act in New York bay, nnd that he must thereforeseek 
his harbour in t l ~ e  Chesupenke, then it was that Nr. RIorris gave 111s 
impulse to the army, by raising, on his own notes and credit, the 
means (equal to half a million of dollars) for tmnspordng and s u p  
plying the army for its sudden remove to Yorlctown, where tlte sequel 
was, the capture of the British iumy, and soon nfler the peace! 

I met with an old n~anuscript letter of Robert Morris, to a friend in 
England, (in the hand of that gentleman,) written soon after thc 
peace, saying, that although he suffered much loss of property by the 
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war, that on the whole he had gone through the crisis "about ecmn 
H e  said he had lost as many rrs one hundred and 6fry vessels, and 
mostly, or c!l of them, without insunnce, as he could not get it ef- 
fected ; but, ns many escaped and mnde excellent profits, his lossm 
were made good to him, or nearly so. 

. Captain 2'423-Refugee.-In the time of the revolution, there 
was a British refugee" in Chester county, cnlled " Captain Fitz,' 
whose red name was James Pi t= Pdn'cI;. His exploits as n robber 
and a depredator on the chattels and persons of the whigs, give him 
great renown in his day. H e  kept, while he mas unhung, the 
whole county in peril. n h n y  parties of armed men were ofien in 
pursuit of him. H e  would often encounter some of them in the 
most daring manner. Some he would subdue, and then tie t o n  
tree and flog them. AIy friend, Mr. Lewis, has written a very inte- 
reting memoir of this real Rob Roy of his day. It might form the 
basis of a romance. A more fearless spirit never lived ; and he WIIJ 
generous and humane on s e r e d  occasions. H e  had been an Ame- 
rican soldier, but having received some lashes, he deserted under ex- 
cited feelings of lasting hatred, which ended only with his death. 

On one occasion he appeared in disguise at a public meeting, 
where measures were to be concerted for his capture! A young 
militia captain volunteered to take him, and vapoured n~uch. Thia 
vexed RCz, who whispered to his accomplice that he would be sure 
to rob him of his watch before the compnny should sepamte, and 
that he would do it  with an iron candlestick then seen on the shelf. 
H e  took it down, and invited the militia captain wide, saying if he 
would come out a little from the house, he would F-how him how he 
might securs Rtz. There (it being niglit) Ile demanded of him 
his watch, and telling him he was Firz, he snapped the spring of the 
candlestick at  him, its if it was a pistol-then tied his hands behind 
him, and sent him back to the company. 

The Doa?res of Bzccls county-Tories.-The Doanes of Bucks 
county, near Doylestown, were also the terror of their day. They 
were quite as famous In their section of country, and about the Phi- 
ladelphia lines, as any hero of the revolution. Their father was 
man of good estnte, and he and his children of good reputation. 
When the war came on,  hey proposed to remain neutml; but 
because of their non-attendance on militta draughts: kc . ,  and 
refusing lo pny fines, they had their property sold occnsionaIly, 
and themselves harnssed. They  got inflamed with their neigh- 
bows and the revolutionary rulers, and s~ they found themselves 
subjected to legnl i m p o s ~  and pendties, jive b r o t h s  of them set 
out to live in highways and hedges, nnd to wage a predatory and 
retaliatonj war upon their persecutors. They  were men of fine 
figures and address-elegnnt horsemen-great runners, leapers, and 
excellent a t  stratagems and escapes. They were true counterparts 
i f  Cnprin Fitz. They delighted to injure pull* property; but , 

id no ~njury to the weak, the poor, or the peaceful. They were 



KI lewe with the British while in Philadelphia, and acted as occa- - 
eionnl spies. They bemme of such importance ns to have 3300 
a-piece offered for their heads. They  went genedly  on horseback 
d t n e t i m e s  sepamte-son~etiniea together with accomplices. Once 
with twenty-five mounted nien, they rolled Robert Him, the tren- 
surer of Bucks county, of all the public treasure. Some of them 
were ocwsioniily apprel~ended, but %pin broke j i l .  They were 
frequently pming between Bucks county and the British lines, and 
often served us guides to tory parties visiting the city. A pnrt of 
thetn being once in a retired log-house were assailed. Two  of them 
leaped out of the window and escaped as the assailants entered. 
Rloses Doan, who remained, fired his pistol at Xr. Heart, which 
striking his pistol, glanced off into the back of Wnjcr Sttrnedy, of 
which he died. Then R. Gibson, after Doan had surrendered, shot. 
him so that he  died there in Heart's arms. Isaac Doan had his lip 
shot OK Abnham and Naltlon Doan, having visited West C h e i ,  
were pursued and laken by a sheriff and his posse, after l~aving run 
down their horses, and stood u desperate fight on h e  road. These 
two were hung in Phitndelphia, Abrnhnm was very stout-has 
run nway from o detachment of horse, by leaping over fences sir 
and seven feet high. Their valour and generosity made thetn re- 
apected above ordinary robbers, and many tetnpente people in the 
county expressed or felt great cornmisention for tl~em. 

Soldiers urging C b ~ ~ e s s . - I n  June, 1763, Philadelplria city 
wos put in tr~uch excitement by four to five hu~idred soldiers, who 
mme suddenly upon congress then in session, to deninnd their orrenr 
of pay, k c .  About three hundred of them had been in the barrncks, 
in the Northern Liberties, and hese being joined by two companies 
newly arrived, n~arclied down Fo~trtlr street with tnutial pamde, and 
up  High street to Robert Morris's, the financiers office, at the north 
enst corner of F i f h  and High streets. H e  being apprized of it, left 
his office in charge of his secretary, Doctor Benseli, who told me he 
treated their sergeunls \\.it11 much kindness, offering them the insight 
of all the books and papen, but /cad no nwncy! They grew good- 
natured, and thence proceeded to Congress hall. 

Colonel Garden has said, (vide his Anecdotes) thirt it was his mis- 
fortune to witness this outnlge, and to find that too titany of the 
men who had returned w i ~ h  honour from the south, forsook their 
officers, to join the disafected. T h e  leaders appeared so obstinate, 
that General Hutnilton, who hod gone into the street, endeavoured 
to conciliate the soldiery, returned to the hall aud calmly advised 
them '.to think of eternity, since he confidently believed that within 
the space of an hour not an individunl of them would be left alive!" 
T h e  state authorities from some cause did not think the things so 
desperate. They consulted the militin officers about getting out the 
militin to put them down, but few or none of them seemed disposed 
to try the mensure. T h e  governor of the state, Mr. Diclrinson, 
reemed resolved to prefer pacific measures as equally likely to attniq 
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the end Congress, however, to show their dissent, and perhaps, 
some of insulted dignity, resolved on a removal to Princeton, and 
actually went off the same night T h e  Pe?uzsylcauia P a c W  of 
the day, in noticins the circunlstance, palliates the rough measures 
of the men, and intimates that congress sho&I  ! w e  remained. T h e  
mutineers, however, finding tljemselves baflieJ in their hopes from 
congress, began to threaten to take the law in their own Iiands, and 
to satisfy their claiuis from the spoils of the bank. This soon arouved 
the general sensibility of the city, and soon force enough appeared 
to put them down had they made the attempt. I have heard that 
the sequel was, that they all returned to the barncks, and set down 
quietly nor dreaming of harm, when they were all quietly surrounded 
and lnade prisoners, by a force under Xajor G e n e d  Howe, w l ~ o  had 
been appointed to that measure by the congress ar Princeton. 'rhis 
d a i r  ill the parlance of the day, nssutned the imposing nalne of the 
"Expulsion of the congress from Plliladelpl~ia!" 

C h m a l l i s  Taken.-Tire news of '< Corumnllis taken !" caused 
extreme joy in Philadelphia. The  news came by express at  mid- 
night, and the watchmen in crying the usual hour aroused the in- 
habitants by adding, '. a n d  Cornwallis taken!" A moore cheering 
serenade was never heard sounding abroad in midnight air. 

When <' the peace" was confirmecl the joy was unbounded. A 
great flag was hoisted on a lofty mast, on Rlarket street hill, and the 
people fastened their eyes upon it by the hour, transferring to the 
emblem, the veneration they felt for the achievers of the pace. 
Great fireworks were prepared up High street, and the crowd being 
immense, when the arch took fire, and the rockets flew down the 
street among the people, a great panic ensued, and many contusions 
nnd accidents. T h e  houses at night were illumined generally, save 
those of the I;Eiends;wllich of course afforded fine sport for the nb-  
ble in breaking in the darlcpa?res. 

A US. letter from Eenjonjin Franklin to Cliarles Tliomson, dated 
Passy, May 13, 17S4, owe in my possession, ia interesting. I t  gives 
us lasting good advice. &c., saying, 'a Yesterday eveniug,'Mr. H a r t  
ley met Xr. Jay and myself, when the r d t ~ i c a t i 0 7 ~ ~  of the dejnitive 
treaty were excha~ryed. Thus tliegreat and hazardous e ~ r k r p r k e  
is, God be praised, luzppily completed! An event I hardly expected 
Is lwuM live to see! A few years of peace, well improved, will re- 
store and incrsase our strength. But our future safety will depend on 
our wtion a n d  our virtue. Brimin will be long watching for ndvan- 
tage to recover w h t  she has lost. Let us beware of being lulled 
into a dangerous security, and of being enervated. and impoverished 
by luxury-of being weakened by internal contentions and divisions 
--of being sl~antefully extravagant in contracting private debts, while 
we are back\rard in discharging honorably those of the public-of 
neglect in military exercises and discipline--and in providing stores 
f arms and munitions of war to be ready on occnsion. For  all , 

lhese are circumstances h a t  give confidence to e ~ t e m i a  and difi 
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dence to friends; and the expenses required to preuent a war are 
much higher thnn those that will, if not prevented, be absolutely 
necessary to muinlain one." 

After the peace of 1753, the first American flng ever displayed in 
the Thnmes, at  London, wns on board the ship William Penn, (a 
curious coincidence of an old name, formerly connected with our 
infamy and now with the first token of manhood!) T h e  widow of 
Captain Josiah, the commander, hns told me of her being present, 
when she there saw the indignation of the populace at the spectacle. 
They saw such excitements among the people, that they so far 
feared a mobbing ns to have had to keep up a vigilant watch, and 
especially at  night, to guard against ally violence. Mrs. J. met in 
company, where one of the ladies expressed her offence at  seeing 
the flng, and her wonder at  their presumption in displaying it, when 
she wns pertinently answered, " W e  win gold and wear it!" 

Yankee Doodle."-This tune, so celebnted as a national air of 
the revolution, hns an origin almost unknown to the mass of the 

eople in the present day. An nged and respectable lady, born in 
k e w  ~ n g l a n d ,  told me she remembered it wel1,long before the revo- 
lution, under another name. I t  was then universally called " Lydia 
Fisher," and wm a favourite New England jig. I t  was then the 
practice with it, ns with Yankee Doodle now, to sing it with vnrioua 
impromptu verses--such ns 

"L dia Locket lost her pocket, 
L&I Fisher found it; 
Not a bit of money in it. 
Only binding round it." 

T h e  British, preceding the war, when disposed to ridicule the 
simplicity of Yankee manners and hilarity, were accustomed to sing 
aim or songs set to words, invented for the passing occnsion, having 
for their object to satirize and sneer at the New Englanders. This, 
as I believe, they cdled Ya~J;ee Doodlc, by way of r e p r o d ,  and as 
a slur upon their favourite '' Lydin Fisher." I t  is remembered tLat 
the English officers among us, acting under civil and military np- 
pointnients, often felt lordly over us ns colonists, and by counte- 
nancing such slurs, they sometitiles expressed their superciliousness. 
When the battles of Concord and Lexington begnn the war, the Eng- 
lish,wlien aduancing in triumph, played dong  the r o d ,  God save 
the King," but when the A~nericalis hud made the retreat so disas- 
trous to the invaders, these then struck up the scouted Y a n h c  Doo- 
dle, nrc if to say, 'L See what we simple Jonathuns can do!" From 
that time, the term of intended derision was assumed throughout 
all the American colonies, ns the nationnl air of the sons of liberty; 
even ns the Methodists-once reproachfully so cnlled--nssurned it as 
their acceptable appellation. Even the name of " sons of liberty," 
,which was so popular at  the outset, wns a name adopted from the 
appellation given us in Parliament, by Colonel B a d ,  in his speech I 
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Judge BIartin, in his History of North Carolina, hns lately given 
mother reason for the origin of " Yankee D o ~ d l e , " ~  saying, it woe 
first fomled at  Albany, in 1755, by a British officer, then there, in- 
dulging his plem.;:ry on the homely m y  of the motley Americans, 
then assembling to join the expedition of G e n e d  Johnson and Go- 
vernor Shirley. T o  nscertoin the truth in the premises, both his and 
my accounts were published in the gazettes, to elicit, if pxsible, fur- 
ther information, and the nddi~ional facts mcertdned, see,? to cor- 
robonte the foregoing idea T h e  tune and quaint words, mys n 
writer in the Columbinn Gazette, at Washington, were known nt early 
ns the time of Cromsell, and were so applied to him then, in a song 
cnlled cLRlnnkee Doodle," ns ascenained from the collection be had 
seen of n gentleman at Cheltenham in England, called E lusical 
Antiquities of England," to wit: 

<' Nankee Doodle came to town 
U on a little pony, 

wii a feather m h a  hut, 
Upon a macnmni," &c. 

T h e  term feallcer, &, alluded to Cromwel17s going into Oxford on 
a small horse, with his single plume, fastened in a sort of knot called 
a cc rnocaroni." T h e  idea that such on enrlv orizin mav hnve e r -  - ~ 

i s t d  seems strengthened by the fact con~munh te% by a i a g e d  gen- 
cle~onn of JIassachusetts. who well remembered that. about the 
time the strife n7ns engendering at  Boston, they sometimes conveyed 
mu~kels  to the country concealed in their loadsof manure, k c .  Then  
came abroad verses, ns if set forth from their military musters, enyiog, 

"Yankee Doodle came to t m  
For to buy a firelock: 

We will tar and enlhcr him, f And so we wi I John Hancoclt" 

T h e  similnrity of the first lines of the nbove two exnmples, and the 
term "feather," in the third line, seem lo n~ark, in the latter, some 
knowledge of the former precedent. As, however, other writers hnve 
confirmed their early knowledge of l L  Lydia Locket," such us 

6' Lydia Locket lost her ocket, P In a rainy shower,' &c., 

we eeem led to the choice of reconciling them severnlly with each 
other. We conclude, therefore, that the cavaliers, when they origi. 
nnlly composed "Nankee Doodle," may have set it to the jig tune 
of " Lydin Fisher," to make it the more oFfensive to the Puritnns. 
Supposing it, therefore, ret~embered in succeeding times as a good 

l o d p  Martin's version of the dory i n  only a reprint of what N. H. Carter h d  b e  
dm pnhlished in Si All~eny Stntesrnan. The word Ymkec, we think, is derived G m  , 
UIO Iiidinn name Ymgre, (English.) 

. 
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hit on them, it mos a matter of easy reviual in New England, by 
royalists, the people there, proverbially &led by themselves, 

Oliver Cmmwell's clddren," in allusion both to their austere reli- 
gion, and their free notions of government I n  this view, it was even 
possible for the British officer at  Albany, in 1755. as a man skilled in 
music, to have before heard of the old "Nankee Doodle," and to 
have renewed if on thnt o m i o n .  That the air was uniformly 
deemed a good retort on British royalists, we must he confirmed iu, 
from the fact, thnt it w played by us at the battle of Lexirlgton, 
when repelling the foe; at the surrender of Burgoyne; and, 
finally, at Yorktown surrender, when L a  Fayette, who ordered the 
tune, meant it as a retort on an intended afTront.-Vide LaVasseurla 
book, voi. i. p. 191. 

Nhile on this subject, it may be as well to give a passing notice 
of another national name just growing into common use-we 
mean the term " Uncle Sam," which first came into use in the time 
of the lost war with England ; but the cause of its origin is still un- 
known to millions of our people.-The name grew out of the letten 
E. A.-U. S., marked upon the army provisions, barrelled up at Troy, 
for the contractor, Elbert Anderson, and implied the initials of his 
name, and U. S. for the United States. I t  l~appened that these pro- 
visio~ls were inspected there by Samuel Wilson, usually called, 
among his hired men, "Uwle Sam." One of his workmen, on he- 
ing asked the meaning of the letters, E. 8.-U. S., replied, archly, it 
meant Elbert Anderson and Uncle Sam-(Wilson.) T h e  joke went 
round merrily among the men, some of whom going afterwards to 
the frontiers, and there partaking of the very provisions they had as- 
sisted to pack and mark, still adhered to calling it Uncle Sam ; and 
ns every thing else of the urrny appointments bore also the letters U. 
S., Uncle Sam became a ready name, first for all that appermined to 
the United States, and, finally, for the United States itself--a co.no- 
men which is ns likely to be perpetuated, ns that of John B ~ I P  for 
old England. 

Amusing 6rcidents.-Among the amusing and facetious incidenia 
of the war, which sometimes cheered the heart amidst its abiding 
gloom, was that of the celebrated occurrence of " the battle of the 
kegs," at Philndelphin. I t  began a t  early morn, a subject of gene- 
ral alarm and consternation, but at  last subsided, in matter of much 
merrymaking among our American whigs, and of vexation and dis- 
appointment on the part of the British. When the alarm of explo- 
sion first occurred, the whole city n w  set in commotion. T h e  
housekeepers and children ran to their houses generally for shelter, 
and the British every where mn from their shelters to their assigned 
places of muster. Horns, drums and trumpets sounded every where 
to arms with appalling noise, and cavalry and hnrsernec dashed to 
and fro in goy confusion. 

T h e  kegs which gave this dire alarm, were conpmcted at  Bnrden- 
town, and floated down the Delaware for, the purpose of destroying 
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the British sl~ipping, which nll laid out in the stream, nioored rn a 
long line the whole length of the city. T h e  kegs mere charged with 
gunpowder, and were to be fired and esplocled by a spring-lock, tlie 
moment the k e g  should brush ngninst the vessel's bottom. T h e  
kegs themselves could not be seen-being under water; but the 
buoys which floated them were visible. I t  so happened, however, 
that nt the very time (in Janunry 5, 175s) wlten the scheme mas Get 
in opention, the British fearing the making of ice, had warped in 
their shipping to the wharves, and so escaped much of the intended 
mischief. T h e  crew of a barge attempting to take one of them up, 
it exploded and killed four of the hands, and wounded the rest. 
Soon all the ~vllarves and shipping were lined with soldiers. Con- 
jecture mos vague, nnd imagination supplied n ~ a n y  L C  pl~imtoms 
dire." Some asserted "the kegs were filled with armed rebels-- 
that they had seen the points of their bayonets slicking out of the 
bung-holec. Others t l~at  they were filled with inveterate combusti- 
bles, which would set the Delaware in flames, and consume all the 
shipping. Others deemed them n i a~ i c  machines which would 
mount the wharves and roll all flaming Into tlie city ! Grent were the 
exertions of officers and men, and inceaslll~t were the firings-so that 
not a chip or stick escaped their vigilance! W e  are indeb!ed to the 
facetious muse of Francis Hopkinson, Esq., for the following ieu 
d'qmit upon the occnsion. I give an extract: 

Those kegs, I'm told, the rebels hold, 
Pack'd up like pickled herring; 

And they're come down Pattuck the iom 
In thii new way offenyiag. 

The soldier flew, the sailor too, 
And, scared almost to death, sir, 

Wore out their shoes to spread the nem 
And rim till out of brenth, sir. 

"Arise, arise!" sir Erskine cries : 
"The rebels, more's h e  pity, 

Without a boat are all nflont, 
And nnged before the c.ity." 

The royal band now ready smnd, 
All ranged in dread array? sir, 

With stomach stout, to see ~t out, 
And make a bloody day, sir. 

Such feau did they erform tha! day. 
Agninst these wic \ ed kegs, su, . 

That years to come, if they get home, 
They'll make their boasts nnd br*, sir. 

[To the son of the same gentleman we have since been indebted 
for our two national songs, "Hail Columbia and " Colurnbime ali, , ' the present hour."] 
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In gathering up these scrapiana, it occurs to the mind to think 
what numerous facts could yet be found among the remains of 
Robert Morris7 office, the great financier. They hnve never been 
explored. Wherever they are, they have gone out of the hands of 
his ftimily. After his embarnssments, they fell into the hands of 
his friend, Mr. Nest ; but where they repose now I hnve not learned. 
That his papers should now be so hidden from the public eye, may 
show the stmnge mutability of human things. While he once filled 
the mouths of d l  men, he was a most sedtdous preserver of all 
manner of papera passing through his hands-keeping even his own 
billets, kc.-snying, as his motto, to those about him, "No paper is 
ever to be lost in my office-they pay no taxes!" 

The Gazettes.-James Hnmphreys,Jr.,.of Philadelphia, being n 
tory, made his '' Pennsylvania Ledger, \nth the royal arms at the 
head of it, into " The True Royal Gazette." The whole copy isstill 
extant in the City Libmry, No. 304. I t  is appropriately enough 
labelled by the binder, to wit: " Publication of the Enemy in Phila- 
delpl~ii~" It  appears to have been the individunl copy preserved by 
Humphreys himself. It  having, with the gazettes, all the extm 
handbills and the private marks of the numbers printed, of all such 
ns were circulated for militnry or police purposes. Seveml of them 
are for the purpose of during our men into the British army or 
navy under promise of land, &c. The Gazette conloins such facts, 
generally prejudicial to ourselves, as me wished to suppress; also 
etaternents of occurrences different from ours. They often published 
intercepted Letters ill-spelled, &c., from small officers among us. A 
number of let.ten are given ns from Washington to Lund W., and to 
Lady W., mid to be very graphic of our poor alfairs, kc. A 
MS. note to one of them imputes them to Mr. Rmdolpb, then in 
London. 

The Gazette of Hall and Sellers was continued by James Robert- 
son, under the name of '' the Royal Pennsylvania Gazette," rtt $ 3 p n  
annunz. On the 26th of Mav. 1778. (his h t  Nuder.)  he savs he 
rnustsuppendits publicntionf~~some ii&! The  ~azette;;'n his Lands, 
fresuentlv announced events occurrin~ in the "rebel nrmv," and all 
thek state respelting the American inzdents, they called %be1 trans 
octions. " Rebel hills and rebel dnles, by rebel bnnds surrounded ' 
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A s  Philadelphians, we ore entitled to some pre-eminence for om 
connexion with this peculiar frigate. After the close of the war of 
Independence she was owned in our city, and employed as n mer- 
chant ship. When no longer seaworthy, she has been stretched upon 
the margin of Petty's island, to remain, for n century to come, n spec- 
tacle to many river passengers, and qualified to mise numerous 
associations of the past, connected with her eventful history in the 
revolution. 

She n7ns the only one of our first navy, of the clnss of frigntes, 
which wns so successful as to escape capture or destruction during 
the m a !  I n  the year I'iSl, she and the Deme  frigate were the 
only two of ourformer frigates, then left to our service. She was in 
mnny engngements and always victorious-she wns a fortunate ship 
-was o remarkably fast sailer---could nlwnys choose her combat- 
she could either fight or run away-beating her adversary either by 
fight or flight! 

Twice she bore the fortunes of L o  Fayette ncross the ocean; De  
Nonilles mns also along at one time. When I presented the former 
with n relic of her timber, he was delighted with it for the mental asso- 
ciations it afforded him. Another relic, which I had given to one 
of our naval officers, was formed into n miniature ship, held a place 
at the president's palnce, and now rests with Geneml Jackson. 

When coming out of the Havnnna with the specie intended for 
founding the Bank of North America, and having for her companion 
the Lausnnne, of twenty-eiqht guns, under Coprnin Green, they were 
encountered by three Brit~sh frigntes. Captnin Barry, who com- 
mnnded her, chose the slndlest first, and put her to flight, he having 
orders to avoid nn engngement for the d e  of the specie. H e  then 
pursued his way. H e  soon left his consort far behind. H e  then 
came up with a French sixty-four, which promised him aid, when 
he agnin made bnck, just in time to mve the Lausnnne, by engaging 
the frigate near her, under the command of Captain Vnschnn. He 
killed thirty-eight, and .wounded fifty men, as wns after\vnrds ascer- 
tained. The  Frenchman not joining them, he then went back to 
her, and got a renewed pron~ise, when they botl~ bore down together, 
and all the British frigates filled their sails and fled. T h e  French- 
man, as his excuse, said he had a million of dollars on board, and 
mas instructed to avoid an engngement. Captain Brown, who was 
in the Lnusnnne ns a lieutenant at  the time, told me of these facts, 
and said nothing could surpnss the sailing of the Alliance. 

Once, when she was in the West Indies, she was pursued all day 
I 11y one of the fastest seventy-fours in the British navy, nnd from 1 

which she effected her escape by changing her trim 
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She wns OUGJ pursued by the. Cha~hnm ship of wnr, out cf tha 
mouth of the Delnwnre, nnd made her way to Rhode Island nt the 
rate of fourteen knom an hour. In  so escaping, she wns intercepted 
by the Speedwell sloop of war, which she succeeded to run down. 

When nrrived oBBoston,she there encountered another foe in two 
sloops of war, both of which Commodore Barry succeeded to cnpture 
nnd to get into Boston. Barry himself way woundeo. 

She wns the fnvourite ship of Commodore Barry, who begnn hie 
career in her by taking Colonel Lnurens nnd suite to Frnnce; nfter 
which she made n successful cruise in the British channel, and took 
five or six valuable prizes. 

T h e  widow of Commodore Bary, remembering with whnt esteem 
her husbnnd reprded this ship, had a ten-caddy mnde out of her 
wood, ns a memento : and I have a pictwe of the ship, fmmed with 
wood from her timbers nfter she wns laid ashore. 

She was the eecond vessel from Philade&hia to Canton ; the Cnn- 
ton, Captnin Tmrtun, being the first T h e  Alliance sniled in June, 
1W7, to Cnnton, under the commnnd of Captain Thomas Reed, 
making her voyage by an unusunl route, outside of New Holland, 
and discovering seven1 new islands, returned to Philndelphin on the 
17th September, 1788, when she wns much visited for inspection, by 
many of our citizens, still d ive to speak of their recollections of that 
fortunnte vessel. 

Benjamin Eyre, ship carpenter, of Kensington, purchnsed the 
Allinnce in 1765, then sold htr  to Robert Morris; and after making 
her repairs, she went to Norfolk to load with tobncco for Bordenux. 
She returned in the spring of 1787-sniled for Cnnton under Copt 
Reed in June, and returned to Philndelphin in Sept ,  1788. I n  the 
spring of 1789 she sailed for Cndiz with flour-returned snme year 
-was laid up, and in the spring of 179b wns sold, broken up, PC,, 
nnd her remains laid upon Petty's islnnd, aner having run twelve 
years of service. 

Such n vessel deserves some com~nemomtion nnd some memorial 
to revive her fame. She is still n relic visibly uniting the present 
to the former nnvp, and in her single remains preserving single and 
alone the solitary link of union. She led those nnvnl heroes of the 
infant nnvy, of which some remnined to join their destinies with the 
present 

Snilors, who are fond of the mnrvelloua, and like to be supported in 
their perils by the mysteries of luck and charms, should be indulged 
to Iinve n relic of the fortnnate AlIinnce chiseled into the future Philn- 
delphin war vessels in which they tnny plnce their destinies. T h e  
tnngic security will be surely ne good ns that ~ttnched to Old 
Ironsides." Men who can "whistle for wind," love to indulge 
then~selves in such fnncies. 

A more sober pnrt of the story is, tn sny n few words respecting 
her construction, &c., which may possibly lend to useful imitntion. 
She  wns 125 feet keel pqnble, nnd about 37 feet benm-making her 
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about 900 tons. She srns thought to be long, nnrrom, shoal, an& 
sharp, and to be over-sparred. Her main topmast ~vas  19 inches 
diameter in the cap; main yard 54 feet long, IS inches in the slings; 
her topsail yard ~vrrs IS inches in the slings. As she mas built up 
the river Jlerrimack, at Salisbury, Nmschusetts, which had a bar 
at  the mouth, it perhaps accounts for n part of her construction as n 
Ehoal vessel. She was fiwt sailed in the spring of 1778, soon aftel 
her being launched, and was then commanded by n Captain Lan 
dais, n fienchman, who awpref r red  to the command ns a compli 
ment to his nation, and the alliance made with us, a new people.- 
She was two years in building-built by John and will inn^ Hacket 
Six of the persons who built her were alive at Salisbury, ten years 
ngo, and all above seventy years of age. 

All these fncts may be deemed very minute; but we have our 
motives. Every nation forms its imaginary legends, and puts itself 
under the auspices of tutelary beings. We  also arc of an nge now 
to construct our heroic age, and such a cnse as the Alliance presents 
o pnrt of the material. 

As Philadelphians, we are entitled to the pecdinr distinction of 
fotming the fas:est sailing vesel in the world, viz. : the frignte United 
States, built by Col. Humphreys. With such a model we might 
hove gone on to perfection in the art of ship constrr~ction : but our 
navy rulers have strangely retrograded, until we now hnve scarcely a 
good sailer lo bonst of. T h e  United States frignte has outrun the 
fastest Bnltimore clippers two miles nn hour, when running nine and 
ten knots ; but the frigate wanted ten feet more of beam to hare been 

erfect More beam is wanted by all our fast sailers, and they would 
Rave it, were it not to avoid the increase of tonnage duty! I t  is bad 
policy which thus.induces the hazard of losing ships and lives to 
sare n little money. Give more beam and they will not upset, and 
will be better sen vessels. 
Our Nay.-It occurs to us to my n few words concerning the 

public marine of the revolution, a branch of the service which hna 
been but little considered and known by the lnnss of our citizens. 
Like the poor Indians," the poor sailors hnve had no chroniclers to 
preserve any adequate account of their perils, dnrings, nnd devoted- 
ness,not even among those who professedly write our navnl histories. 
Then, those who entered the marine service took, freely, all the risks, 
without any provision by law for themselvea, in case of being wound- 
ed, or for their families in case of their deaths. In  this they wholly 
direred from the land service, although there were double chances 
winst the adventurers in the sen service; for, generidly, they had to 
mnke "their way in the deep," with fearful odds ngainst them. 

I t  is a part of our history, that it mas not till fifty years after the 
revolution, that any provision wns made by lam, to reach cases of 
killed nnd wounded in the marine service of that day; and then it 

/ was only as nn incidental mensure connected with the land service, 1 

and cnme so late as to find few or none to benefit. Who ever heard 



of nuy nurrinms, officers or men, of the revolution, on our pensioe 
list? It dot t  ez-kt! Of the three hundred and fifty men blown ur  
in the Randolph frignte, only one of the families ever received any 
public gan t !  

Even those who had thus perilled their lives in a peci~linrly despe- 
rnte service, when they had gained prizes and brought them, in num- 
bers, to New London and Newport, and others to the West Indies, 
nevercume to m y  valuable distribution. W e  could hear of the prize- 
q e n t s  getting enriched, but never the hardy combatants themselves. 
Such have never been told or heard of. My own father turned all 
of the little he got of prize-money into sets of silver spoons, still in the 
family. This he did, he said, to break the proverb, that prize-money 
cordd not last. 

Before sales nntl settlements could be made of prize cnses, the 
men were again off to sen, to seek more adventures. Some, more 
or less of them, were captured, and put to swell the masses in the 
prison ships of New York; and, from suffering and sickness, finally 
died by thousands, and were whelmed in the \Yallabout. Tlut 
tvns the grent charnel house of our revolutionary mnrincrs. 

T o  those who would wish an insight into the perils and doings of 
our sea service, we commend the reading of the Memoirs of L~eut.  
Nathaniel Fanning, late of the United States' navy. H e  had been 
comnlander of seven1 American private armed vessels in the British 
channel, sailing out of Fnnce. H e  presents n real picture of sea-peril, 
nnd cheerful enterprise and daring. Every two or three days they 
had n brush with something. We  see, in his facts, how they had to 
work their way through henvy odds, always with a buoynnt spirit, 
and always glorying in the soubriquet of '* Ynnkee boys," and show- 
ing their 'cYankee daring." H e  wns brother to that Captain Ed-  
mund Fanning who nrojected our late voyages of discovery to the 
South pole, by Lieuteilant Wilkes. Both of the brothen were resi- 
dents of New York, and Connecticut-born Yankees. Colonel Fan- 
ning, their uncle, who had been secretary to Governor Tryon, 1v.m 
on the British side. For  more concerning our navy,see App. p. 330. 

THE FEDERAL PROCESSION 

"'Twere worth ten yean of peaceful life- 
One glance nt their array." 

THIS great procession took place at Philndelphia, for the purpose 
of celebrating the adoption of the Constitution, and it wns appoint- 
ed on Friday, the fourth of July, 1788, for the double purpose of 
commemonting the Declaration of Independence of the fourth of 
fuly, 1776. Although we have had severnl processions since, ronr 

29* 
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have ever equalled it in the pomp and expense of the materials en- 
gaged in the =emtry. T h e  soldiery then were not so nulneroua 
ns in the late entry of L a  Fnyette, but the citizens mere more nu- 
merous, and their attire more decorative. 11. ww conlputed that five 
thousand walked in the procession ; and that us many ns seven thou- 
sand were nssembled on the '' Union Green," where the procession 
ended, in front of Bush-hill.. T h e  whole expense rvns borne by the 
voluntary contributions of the tradesmen, kc. ,  enrolled in the displny ; 
and what mas very remarkable, the whole of the pageantry wirs got 
un in four days! 

I'he parties to the procession all met at and about the intersection 
of Cedar and Third streets, and h e p n  their march by qine o'clock 
in the morning. They  went up Third street to Callo\vhill; up that 
street to Fourth street ; down Founh to High street ; and thence out 
that street, across the commons, to the lawn before Bush-hill, where 
they anired in three hours. T h e  length of the whole line wns about 
one mile and a half. On this lawn were constructed circular tables, 
leaving an area for its diameter of about five hundred feet  T h e  ta- 
hles were covered with awnings, and the centre wirs occupied by the 
'LGrond Federal Edifice," drown there by ten white horsea-and by 
the ship Union, d r ~ w n  there also by ten horses. There an ontion, 
on the occasion, wns delivered by James Wilson, Eq., to upwards 
of twenty thousand people : after which the whole members of the 
procession sat down to the tables to dinner. T h e  supplies were nbun- 
d m t  : no wine or ardent spirits were present ; but porter, beer, and 
cider flowed for all who would receive them ; and of these liquors, 
the casks lined all the inner circles of the tnhles. They  dmnk ten 
!onsts in honour of tile then ten confederated states. As the cnnnon 
announced these, they were responded from the ship Rising Sun, lay- 
ing in the Delaware, off High street, decornted with numerous fl9.t 
T h e  same ship, nt night, was l ~ i g l ~ l g  illun~inated. This  great com- 
pany withdrew to their homes by six o'clock in the evening, 1111 sober, , 
but all joyful. T h e  oxasion wns the strongest xhich corild exercise 
the feclinge of the heart. in an affecting manner. I t  was to celebrate 
a nation's freedom, and a people's system of self-government-a peo- 
ple recently mnde free by their desperate efforts, the remembmnce 
of mh~ch then powerfully possessed every mind. They  then all felt 
the deep importance of the esperiment of self-government, to which 
their hearts and voices were then eo imposingly pledged. T h e  scene 
ought not to be forgotten. We should impress the recollections of 
that day, and of the imposing pageantries, upon the minds of our 
children, nnd of our children's children. This  hns been already too 
much neglected ; so that even now, while I endeavour to recapitu- 
late some of the most striking incidents of the day, I find it is like 

Thin wna then Hamilton's elegant munhy-mt. 

4 Besides this ship. ten other ships lay OK the wveml streets, highly deconkd, and , 
eac lrenring s large Onp with the name thereon of the Slab in the Uuion whch neb 
thus represented. 
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reviving the circumstnnces of an  nlmost obliterated dream. I did not 
nee the spectacle, but it wns the talk of my youthful days for yeam 
nfter the event 

l7~ Procession was thus, to wit : 

1. Twelve me-men in white frocks, preceded ns pioneers. 
2. Captain Miles' company of dragoons. 
3. John Nixon, Esq., on horseback, bearing a liberty mp, and un- 

der it a flag, with the words thereon, 4th of July, 1776. 
4. A train of artillery-Claypole's corps of infantry-Bingham's 

dngoons. 
5. Several single gentlemen, on horseback, bore silk flw, highly 

ornamented ; one hnd the words "New Era," another, 17th of&- 
tember, l7SI,"-tbat being the day the Convention adopted the 
Constitution. 

6. A car, cnlled the Constitution, in the form of n large eagle, 
d r a m  by six white horses, in which were Judges M'Kenn, dtlee, and 
Rush, in their robes. M'Kenn bore n splendid flng. 

7. T e n  gentlemen, preceded by Heyshnm's infantry, bore each o 
silk flag, bearing the name of each state. 

8. All the consuls of foreign slates, in a car drawn by four horses, 
and each bearing his nation's flag: 

9. A carringe bearing P. Bnyntou, Esq. and Colonel I. Rlelchor, 
the latter magnificently habited ns an  Indian sachem, and both 
smoking the calumet of pence. 

10 T h e  Montgomery and Bucks county troops of dmgoons. 
11. T h e  "New Roof, or Gmnd Federal Edifice," was a most 

splendid spectacle. It was a dome sustained by thirteen columns; 
but three of these columns were purposely left unfinished. T h e  
name of each state appeared on the pedestals ; a cupola rose above 
the dome, on which wns a figure of plenty. T h e  carriage and su- 
perstructure made thirty-six feet of height T h e  ~vords, " rn union 
the fabric sfandsfirm," were very conspicuous around the pedestal 
3f the edifice. T e n  white horses drew this elegont pngeant.* - 

12. After this edifice followed the architects and house-carpenters. 
13. T h e  Cincinnati and militin officers, followed by Rose's corn 

pany of infantry. 
14. T h e  &ricultumI Society, bearing a flng, followed by farmers, 

these had two ploughs: one, drawn by four oxen, was directed by 
Richard Willing, Esq. A sower followed, sowing seed. 

16. T h e  Manufacturing Society, with their spinning nnd cdrding 
machines, looms, j$nnies, kc . ,  bearing a flog. T h e  carriage which 
bore these, wos thlrty feet long, and mns drawn by ten bay horses: 

Thin was &wards p l a d  in front of the Stak-house, and it is really strange ;ha( 
none of the numemua, elegant silken flap should ham bonn preserved to this time. If 
wme of them still exist, they would be very intareating in processions now. As many of 

,them as now exint should be colleckd and preserved by the Penn Amcistion, which iq 
In a&cf our Antiqunrian M e V .  



on this weavers were at work, and Xr. Hewson was printing n~uslin 
T h e  weavers marched behind this, and bore a flag of silk. 

16. Robinson's company of light infantry. 
17. T h e  Marine Society, carrying a flag, trumpets, spy-glasses, 

&c. They preceded the Ferlcral Ship Union. T l ~ i j  elepnt,  s n ~ d  
ship t r c  a spectacle of gent  interest: she was perfect in erery re- 
spect, and finely decomted wit11 carrings, gildings, k c .  Such a ship 
completed in less than four days, was a very surpnsing circumstance. 
She  wns thirty-three feet in length, had been the barge of the Alliance 
f r i ~ t e ,  and llad been ~ lp tured  by Pat11 Jones, ns the barge of the Se- 
mpls.. This ship was commanded by Captnin John Green, and had 
n crer; of twenty-five men and officers. They flung the lead, and 
cried the sounding, and trimmed the sails to the wind as they changed 
their courses. She \\.as d r a w  by ten Ilorses, and under her bouoni 
painted canvass, representing the sea, hung over and concealed the 
wheels of the carriage; another vesel followed her as a pilot, m d  
followed by all the pilots. 
IS. A frame drawn by four horses, eighteen feet long, contained 

the frame of the Union's barge, and men at  work at the same. T h e  
boatbuilders followed, with a flag. 

19. T h e  sailmakers, bearing n silk flag, on which \vas painted the 
inside of a sail-loft. 

20. T h e  shipcnrpenters-their silk flng representing a ship on the 
stocks. 

T o  shorten this article, 1 briefly state, that the following profes- 
sions, decorated and bearing emblematic flags, succeeded, to wit: 
Shipjoiners, ropemaken, merchants and traders-one carrying a 
ledger; cordwainers had a shop, dmwn by four horses, nnd sir men 
in i t  at  work; coachpilinten, cnbinet nr~d chnirmakers, brickmakers, 
painters. drymen,  clock and wntchmakers, bricklayers, tailors, carvers 
and gilders--these had an elegant car, and men therein at work; 
coopers, planen~alcers, whip and canenlaken-these had a carriage, 
and 1c;ds at work therein; blncksmitllc had a shop, dmwn by nine 
horses, and men therein at work, making plough-irons out of old 
swords; coachmakers hnd a shop, drawn by four horses, and men nt 
work therein; potters-a shop nnd men at work; hatters, wbeel- 
wights, had a stage and men at work ; tinplate workers, glovers, tal- 
lomchandle~~, vict~lallew with two fat osen ; printeta and bookbinders 
had a stage, i~nd executed printing, and cast out an ode among the 
people. Ten of these odm to the States, were despatched by carrier 
igeons, which issued from the Mercury cap worn by the printer, 

p ~ e d  no Mercury. Fourteen direrent trades then followed ; tlien 
lawyers, physicians, clergy, and n troop of dmgootls, concluded the 
whole. 

I have in my possession, from the papers of the late Tench Fr:ln- 

I had the pleanure to see this ship lying at nnchnr, in the Schuylkill,at Gray's feny, 
w en, she WM long preserver1 os an attraction to that wlebrnkd garden and inn, and wlu 
1 P Inst vunk, in deep wnter, off the mouth of Maylend's creek, a littlo nbure the ferry. 
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cis, Esq., the bills and expenses of the procession and entertainment 
from which I select the following items, to wit: F e d c d  car cost 
637; triumphal car, 2 15 ; six awnings, or tents, cost 3 3  10s. to 
3 4 ,  sevrnlly ; seven thousand feet of scmtling, for fmmessputting 
u p  booths, S 3 2  ; Indion plate ornaments, 3 9  ; six musicians, 8 6  

, 15s.; one hundred rockets used on board the Rising Sun, in the 
Delnmare, 3 12 10s. ; sixteen flw, 3% ; materials for the Federal 
ship, $55 7s.-workmmship gratis. For  the good cheer of the mul- 
titude at Bush-hill, to which the procession went, there were pro- 
vided--four thousand pounds of beef, at 4d. and 3. ; two thousand 
six hundred pounds of gammon, at Gd. ; thirty barrels of flour,at3Ls., 
and baking the same, at  7s. 6h ; five hundred pounds of cheese, nt 
6d. ; 13 hogsheads of cider, at  60s., and one hundred barrels of strong 
beer, at 30s. No spirituous liquors were furnislied, and the whole 
expense mas defrayed by private subscr ipt ion41 this to show the 
joy of the public at n settled constitution, produced amicably, after 
the toils and expenses of n long and ruinous war for libeay and self- 
government 

F. Hopkinson, Esq., has preserved, in his works, n minute detnil 
of all these things, he  hnving been much engaged in the direction of 
the same. Similnr processions were had in New Yock, Boston, and 
other cities. 

- 

T h e  following song has been attributed to Dr. Fnnklin. I t  issaid 
he wrote it for the Process~on of Trt~des in Philadelphia, at the ndop 
tion of the constitution, on which occnsion a press was dmwn along 
d ~ e  streets, nnd copies of it distributed to the multitude. 

McJurnics, come 'oin in my song, 
Ed";,"ze brisk chorus go h m l i n g  dong; 
Thou h some may be poo:, and some rich there may be, 
Yet are contented, and happy, and free. 

Yc Toilura! of ancient and noble renown, 
Who clothe all the people in country or town, 
Remember that Adam, your father and head, 
The lord of the world, was a tailor by trade. 

Ye 31&! who work in stone, mortar, and hncr, 
And h the foundation deep, solid, and thick, 
Thou h hard beqour labour, yet lasting your fame; 

?h k P  my t and Chinn your wonders proclaim. 

Ye Sn;itL! who forge tools for d l  tndes here below, 
You have nothing to fear while you smite and you blow; 
All things mav you conquer, so happy your lot, 
If you're careful to strike while your awn w hot. 

Ye Slwemakcr(r! noble from ages long past, 
Have defended our rights with your aU to the laat. Y And Cobbkru, a l merry, not only stop holes, 
But work night and day for the good of our soles, 

POL. 11." T 
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Ye Cabinetd-m! brave workers in wood, 
As ou work for the ladies, your work must be good 
An B Juinur and Carpmfm, far OK and near, 
Sadr dose to your trades, and you've nothing to fear 

Ye Htdtcrr! who oft with hands not very fair, 
Fix hats on a block for n blockhead to wear; 
Though charity covers a sin now nnd then, 
You cover the heads and the sins of al l  men. 

Ye, CoaeluMkm, must not by tax be controll'd, 
But shi off your coaches, and fetch us home gold; 
The rol P of your coach made Copernicus reel, 
And fancy the world to turn round like a wheeL 

And C&s, nnd Spinners, and lVmerr attend, 
And take the advice of Pam Richmd, your friend ; 
Stick close to your looms, your wheels, nnd your card. 
And you never need fear of the time9 being hard. 

Ye Prinfm! who give us our learning md news. 
And impartially pnnt for Turks, Chnstiaos, and Jews, 
Let your favourite toasts ever bound in the streets, 
Thefr~dam of speech and a volume in duls. 

Ye Caopers! who nttle with driuoa and &, 
A lecture each day upon hoops and on heads, 
The famous old ballad of Lime in a iltb, 
You may sing to the tune of your rub a dub. 

Ye Shipbuildrrs! ~ i g g & s l  and JlIakm nfsaib ! 
Already the new consntution prevnils ! 
And soon you shall see o'er the proud swelling tide. 
The ships of C~lumbir ir~umphnnlly ride. 

Each ltlulesmrm turn out with his tools in his hand. 
To cherish the arts and keep peace through the land: 
Each 'Prmfiee and J join in my song, 
And let the brisk cho-unding along. 
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SEASONS AND CLIMATE. 

'' I sing the varying seasons and their change." 

IT is intended to include in the present chapter only such notable 
changes of the temperature in the extremes of /rent and cold, os 
wos matter of surprise or remark at  the time of the occurrence, and 
therefore most likely to arrest our attention in the present day--as a 
wonder of the post ! 

As enrlv ns the vear lG83. Willinm Penn. in his letter to Lord 
North, of- 24th 5ih month,'sap- he wkather often cltangeth 
without notice, and is constnnt almost in its inconstancy !" Thus  
giving us, at a very slender ncqunintnnce, the name of a coquettish 
&me! 

An old-fnsbioned snow storm, such as we had lately on the 20th 
and 21st of February, 1629, is the best thing in our country to bring 
to recollection olden time, when our fathers browbeat Inrger snow- 
drifts than have encumbered our fields aud roads since luntesty and 
leather aprons were in vogue! I t  is cheering to see the towering 
bank, in a sunny morning, gemmed, like the crown of a monarch, 
with jewels thnt receive their splendout from the sun's mys, and 
reflect them back to ornament the cold white hillock which the 
clouds have bestowed upon us, to awaken recollections dew, and 
sensations as cutting ce the winter. I t  tells yon of iog fires which 
cheered them in the wilderness, and warmed the pottage which 
gnve them the very hue of health. I n  short, m said the Literiuy 
Cadet, cL a snow-storm in its severest form is a mirror, to reflect 
back olden time, in all its colouring, to the praent!" Nor is it l a  
gnteful ns a winter scene, to behold the occasional mwificent 
effulgence of an ice-min, embossing in crystnl glory, ns if by magic 
hands, the whole surface of the surrounding works of nature and art. 

"For every shrub and every blade ofgrnss. 
And every poiulzd thorn, seems wrought in glass; 
In pearls nnil rubies rich the hawthorns show, 
While through the ice the crimson berries glow. 

The spreading oak, the beech and towering pine, 
Glazed over, In the freezing ether shine- 
The frighted hirdy the rattling branches shun, 
That wave and glitter in the glowing sun." 

It is probable thnt the winter of 1682, being the first which 
Penn saw here, must have iqeen peculiarly mild, for t e  says he 

J~cnrcely snw any ice at  all, and in the next year, the winter of 1683, 
which he cdls the severest before known, froze up for a few days 
our great river Delawnre! H e  must certninly hnve been lao favour. 



ably iinpressed by wrong information, for often the river has con. 
tinued ice-bound for three montbs at  a time. I t  wns, however 
grateful intelligence to the colonists then, and must hare been a most 
welcome incident, ill-sheltered they were, to have such favour- 
able winters. 

I n  his letter of August, 16S3, to the Free Society of Trnders, he 
thus speaks of the climate, to wit: " I hare lived over the hottest 
and coldest sensons of the year that the oldest inhabitmta remember. 
From the 24th of October to the beginning of December he fouud 
it like an English mild spring. From 1)ecember to the beginning 
of March they had sharp frosts with a clear sky as in summer, aud 
the nir dry, cold and piercing. This cold is caused by the pent  
lakes that we fed by the fountains of Canada. T h e  air, already 
meet  and clear, rnrely overcast, will refine a the woods are cleared 
off." Thus the reason of our former colder winters was then well 
understood. H e  Iias another shrewd remark:-(' I t  is m e  to want 
a north-wester; and whatever mists, fogs or vnpours foul the 
heavens by easterly or southerly winds, in two hours time are blown 
away,-the one is followed by the other--a remedy that seems to 
have a peculiar providence in i t  T h e  winter before this (last) wm 
mild. From Norch to J u n e  they en oyed a sweet ~pring, with 
gentle showers and a fine sky. From j une to August, which end 
eth the summer, they had extrnordinary heats." 

Thomas Makin's Latin description of Pennsylvania, thus describes 
our climate as he knew it down to the year 1729, to wit: 

''Nay, oft so uick the change,--so great i e  pow'r- 
As summer's%eat and minter in an hour!" 
"Smnctimed the ice so ~tmng.nnd firm, we know 
That loaded wagons on the rwer go ! 
But yet so ternp'nte are some winten, here, 

i 
That in tbd stteams no bars of ice appear!" 

Professor Kalm, the Swedish trnveller, who visited us in 1748-9, 
has left several fncts descriptive of our climate, which he  derived 
from the aged Swedes and by his own observation, to wit: 

I t  snowed much more formerly in winter than in the time of 1743. 
T h e  weather then ans more constant and uniform, nnd when the 
cold set in it continued to the end of Februnry or till March, old 
style; after which it commonly began to grow warm. But in 1748, 
and thereabouts, it would be warm even the very next day after a 
severe cold--nnd sometimes the weather would change severnl times 
a day! Most of the old people told Mr. ICalm that spring came 
much Inter than formerly, and thnt it was much.colder In the latter 
end of February and the whole month of Nay, thnn when they 
were young. Fomierly the fields were ns green and the air as 
warm about the end of February, ns it was then in March or the be- 

/ 
ginning of April, old style. Their proverb then was " W e  have 
always grass at Easter.': 
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T h e  lessening of vapours by culdvation, &c., was supposed to 
have changed the seasons. 

T h e  winters, he  understood, came sooner. formerly than since. 
T h e  first Mr. Norris used to say that the Delaware was usudly 
covered with ice about the middle of Xovember, old style, so that 
merchmts dways humed their vessels for sea before that time. But 
about the year 1748 the river seldom froze over before the middle 
of December, old style. 

An old Swede of ninety-one yenrs of age, told him he thought he 
had never witnessed any winter so cold os that of the year 1697-8; 
a t  wltich time he had passed the Delaware at  Christians severnl 
times with his wagons loaded with hay. H e  did not agree to the 
idea of others, that the waters had generally diminished. 

Isnoc Norris' letter of the 8th of October, 1700, says, We  have 
had n snow, and now the north-west blows very hard. T h e  cold is 
great, so that at the falling of the wind the river (at Philadelphia) 
was filled with ice." 011 the I Oth, he adds, '' there is a sign of a 
thaw, and he hopes vessels may yet get out." 

T h e  severity of the winter 1704-5, is thus expressed by Isaac 
Nams, Senr., to wit: cL We have had the deepest snow this winter, 
that has been known by the longest English liver here. No travel- 
ling; d l  avenues shut; the post hus not gone these six weeks; the 
river fast; and the eople bringloads over it as they did seven yenre 
ago-[ar in 1697-! aforemenuoned.] Many creatures are like to 
perish." K d m  says, " many stags, birds, and other animals died, 
and that the snow was nearly a yard deep." 

Early ice was thus noticed the 23d of November, 1732, saying, 
it has been so very cold this week past, that our river is full of driv- 
ing ice, and no vessel can go up or down--a thing mrely hnppening 
so enrly. Many persons have violent colds. 

T h e  winter of 1740-1, a great snow. This winter was very se- 
vere during the continuance of "the great snow." I t  was in gene- 
ral more than three feet deep. T h e  back settlers (says the Guzette) 
subsisted chiefly on the carcusses of the deer found dead, or lying 
around them. Great part of the gangs7, of horses and cows in the 
woods also died. T e n  and twelve deer are found in the compass of 
a few acres, near to spring. T h e  chief severity was in Februnry.' 
Many deer came to the plantntions, and fed on hay with the other 
creatures. Squirrels and birds were found frozen to death. By the 
19th of Mnrch the river becomes quite open. Old Mrs. Shoemaker, 
whom I knew, told_ me of her recollection of that severe winter, to 
the above effect. Her words were, that all the tops of the fences 
were so covered, that sleighs and sleds passed over them in every 
direction. James Logan's letter, of 1748, calla it " the hard winter 

It war in Febmq of the year 1717, that the greatest recorded U m o w M m a  of 
Maglach~uetb occurred; it Wig from ten to twenty fmt dmp-eompelling marl  to p 
m b d  on ib haen a t  Gum their chamber windows. 

30 
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of 1741,"-as a proverbial name, saying " it was one of lemnrknble 
severity-the most that hns ever been known here." 
Kalm says it b e p  the 10th of December, and continued to the 1 3 ~ h  
of March, old style, and that some of the stags which cnme then to 
the b m s  to eat with the cattle, became domesticated thereby. 

T h e  1st of November, 1743, is recorded by John Smith, in his 
journal, as the cold day--the river having frozen over nt Burlington, 
and many boys skating on the Schuylkill. 

T h e  17th of March, 1760, Fmnklin's Gazette records "the great- 
est fall of snow ever known in Philadelphia since the settlement!" 
This is certainly saying much of such n snow so late in Mnrch ! [m 
marking the contrast the day I write th i s -on  the 12th of March, 
1829, it  is mild and thundered seven1 times!] The  wind in the 
snowstorm was from nonh-east, and snow fell incessantly for eighteen 
holm. T h e  minutes of Assembly show that the snow in some 
places gathered seven feet deep, and prevented the speaker and 
many members to get to town-so the house was adjourned. 

T h e  same winter another singular circumstnnce occurred-told to 
me by old Ismc Parish, to wit: T h e  day he wns married, the weather 
was so soft and open that the wedding gciests bad to walk on boards 
to the meeting to keep them out of the son mire ; but that night the 
cold became so intense that the river Delaware froze up so firmly 
:hat his friend William Cooper, married at the same time with him- 
self, walked over to Jersey on the ice bridge on the next morning. 
No ice wm previously in the river. 

Mrs. Shoemaker, who died a t  the age of ninety-five, told me she 
had seen the deep snows of 1740 nnd '80; and from her recollec- 
tions she mid the winter of 1780 wns probably CIS deep ns that of 
1740, and withal mas remarkably cold, so much so as to be called 
the hard winter of 1780. 

T h e  winter of 1734 was also long remembered for its severity and 
lotig continuance. 

T h e  17th April, 1797, was a severe snow+torm-when it fell two 
feet deep--none like it occurred again, i n  April, till the norlh-emt 
snow-storm of 12th April, 1841, when it fell fifteen or sixteen inchee, 

T h e  following are instances of mild winters, occumng in the yeare 
1790,1S02,1810,1824, and 1828, and here severally stated in their 
detail for the purpose of comparison, to wit: 

ExLract from A. H's. Diary, for 1789.and 1790. 

12th mo., 1789.-The weather moderate during the early part of 
this month. 25th, (Christmas,) n plensant day-no ice in the Dela 
ware. Three light snows this month. Rain from the 28th to tho 
31st, but the weather moderate. 
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let mo. 1,1790.-A charming day-no ice in the river and no 
froet in the ground 

2. This day as Icnsanl as yesterday-boys swam in the Dela- 
ware, and ships mi ! as in summer-flies common in houses. 
12th. Cold--skating on the pavement this moming. 
16th. Cold+now on the ground this morning--continued mow- 

ing until 9, A. M.-mind N. E. 
2d mo. 7.-Navigation stopped for the first tittle this minter- 

morning cold, with a strong wind from south. 
13th. Delaware river froze very hard-weather clenr and cold- 

wind N. W. by west. 
16th Delaware river broke up-weather foggy, very damp and 

warm, with a thaw-wind south-west-heavy rain at night, with 
thunder and lightning. 

3d mo. 11.-The deepest snow on the ground me have had thi 
winter--some ice in the Delaware. 

An ancient female Friend informed me she remembered a similar 
moderate winter sixty y e m  ago, in which the Delaware mae not 
frozen; and that the ensuing summer was healthy and very plenti- 
ful, as were the y e m  1790, 1802 and 1810. 

Extract from A. H's. Dimy, for 1802. 

1st mo. 12th.-morning very cold-wind high, ~ ~ t h  flying clouds-- 
thie day the most like winter of any this season. 

15th.-Remnrkably pleasant, wind aouth south-west-no skating 
for the boys this winter-not one cake of ice in the Delaware, and 
even the ponds are not frozen hard endugh to bear for two days 
together-prevalent winds south-west 

19th.-A very great white frost this morning. 
2d mo. 6th.-And sixth of the meek-by far the coldeat moming 

this season-froze very hard last night-wind west and a very clear 
horizon. 

6th.-Very cold-water froze in chambers first time this season- 
some ice about the pumps in the streets--Schuylkill froze over. 

19th.-Weather modemre--a fine shad in our market this mom- 
iug-this is re~nnrkable; but what is more so, I find recorded, 1st 
mo. 19th, 1'793, the extreme temperature of the weather exceede all 
winters I have known-this day and othew preceding may be com- 
pared topart of April, as one day chis week a shad was caught in 
the Delaware. 

Extmct from A. H's. Dimy, for Janwry, 1810. . 
1st rno. 18th.-And fifth of the week-sun rose c1eru-a heavy 

white frostwind south-mon clouded-wind south-wesb-eome 
mia before noon, and some sunshine--cleared towards evenio 
wind shifted to north-west, with a heavy gale all night. Jack & 
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has opened his pipes to some purpose-mnny people seemed to 
think we should have no winter, but now it appears to have begun 
in earnest 

The season o 1S24, hns been called r e y  mild. L The yem 1 . This  winter of 1827-29, is remnrknble for itn 
mildness-uo snow, or frost, nnd the plough enabled to cut the fur- 
rows! mild rnins evey  where instead of snows. T h e  gnzettes everg 
where teem with notices of the unusual mild weather. Even bwts, 
in J a n u q ,  are descending the Susquehanna, from ns far as the 
Bald Eagle! Even ns lute us the 7th of February, it is stated from 
the Junintn that n r b  were still pnsaing down that river, and that this 
is the first winter ever known thnt the river has continued clenr of 
ice! On the 9th of February n shad, caught near Bombny hook, 
wns bought in the Philadelphia market for the Mansion-house hotel. 
This, so fur, hns been the miny minter. 

T h e  mildnw of the winter prevented the usual storing of ice for 
the fish markets, &c.-a thing unprecedented. Onc person Inid in 
his ice in one day in November- On the 13th and 14th of April, 
1828, come n snow storm !-much snow-not cold. 

An elderly gentleman remarks on this season, thnt '' the winter of 
1827-28, is past, and such a one precisely has never occurred during 
sixty years of my observntions. There were two events difl'erin 
from any mild winters I ever remember, viz.: so much absence o f 
the sun-but oue dny in December clenr all day-January 2Oth, and 
21~1, clear d l  day-February gth, sun rose clear nnd continued so 
d l  dny ns mild as the month of May-12th, 13th, 14th, Nth, 17th, 
19th, 22d, 23d--ull these dnys were clear, the sun shining all day - 
in one or two days the sun made i b  appeannce nenrly all day, nnd 
a number of dnys one, two or three hours-add these to the whole 
days nnd it would .scarcely amount to seventeen days clenr sun- 
this is one singulnr tnit." 

T h e  winter of 1830-1, became just such nnother miny winter- 
remnrknble for its numerous mild nins. 

The foIImoing arc instances of Ii-reOrrutarily-to bit : 

T h e  8th of Mny, 1803, was a remarkable dny. I t  snowed so 
heavily as to make R wonderful breaking of the limbs of trees then 
in full leaf. T h e  streets in the city were filled with broken limba 
thereby-most strangely showing--" winter lingering in the lap of 
spring? 

On the 13th and 14th of ~ ~ r i 1 , 1 8 2 8 ,  was a snow storm in which 
much snow fell, but not being cold, it soon after.disnppeared. 

T h e  winter of 1817 wns reninrkable for displnying some very 
vivid lightning in the month of January ! No snow had fnllen be- 
fore this occurrence. T h e  day preceding it fell a little, but melted 
the snme day. At nieht it grew worm and mined, nccompnnied by 
vivid lightning. Dunng the same night it blew up  quite cold. and 
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mowed about half an inch. Very cold weather immediately set in. 
T h e  pnpers at  Albany and New Hampshire spoke of vivid light- 
ninp nlso on the n i ~ h t  of the 17th of January. Good sleighing oc- 
curred at  Philadelph~n on the 23d of January. 

On the 2j ih  of October, 1523, was the &rk day. There wna 
great dmknes nt 9 o'clock, A. M., so as to make candlelight de. 
sirable. At Norristown they were obliged to use candles. T h e  dnrk- 
ness at  New York come on nt about 11 o'clock, ~d compelled the 

rinters to print by candlelight I t  was stormy there at  an enrlier 
o u r .  At Philndelphia there was thunder and some nin. At 
Albany, at S A. M., snme dny. it snowed fnst all day, forming a fnll 
of twelve inches, but melted very fast I t  thundered here  at  I2 
nnd at 2 o'clock while snowing! T h e  heavy snow broke the limbs 
of trees still in lenf, very much. At  Newnrk it lightened and thun 
dered severely, and hailed, and was very dark. On the whole, it 
wns n widespread darkness for one and the same storm. 

On the 11th of April, 1824, it thundered nnd lightened consider- 
ably for the first time this spring. Old people tell me they never 
used to see tliis occurrence until worm weather. But of late years 
it has occurred seveld times in the cold senson, and sometimes in 
Mnrch. T h e  Christmns days of 1524 and 1529 were remnrknble 
for their coincidence of singular warmth. The  thermometer in the 
shnde at  7 o'clock, A. M., stood nt 33O, and at 2 o'clock, P. M., at 
63°-both days exactly alike, nnd on both periods having n gentle 
wind from the south-west 

There were in olden time two memonble "hot ~umntcrs," so 
called, and referred to in many yenn aftenvanis-the years 1727 and 
1734. I describe the latter from the gze t te  of the time, to wit: 

July, 1734.-The weather bas been so hot for n week past, ns hns 
not been known in the memory of mnn in this country, excepting 
the "hot summer" nbout seven yenn since. Many of the hnrvest 
people fnint or fall into convulsions in the fields, nnd 'tis mid in 
some plnces a multitude of birds were found dead. T h e  nnmes of 
five inhnbitnnh dying of the heat nre given. Subsequent papers 
confirm the extreme heat in the country, nnd the deaths thereby. 

I ought to hnve mentioned too, thnt as early as the yenr 1699 
Isnnc Norris, Sen. [Vide L o p n  MSS.] spenks then of the hottest 
harvest season he had ever before experienced. Several persons 
died in the field with the violence of the heat." 

An elderly gentleman tells me thnt on the 1st of October, 1770, 
memornble' as the then election day, was well remembered as n 
snowy day! From that time to this he has never witnessed i t  so 
early again Since then, he thinks the enrliest snows have not 
fallen enrlier than the 1st of November. T h e  middle of November 
hna been regarded as nn enrly nnow. Often he has seen "green 
Christmns,"-thnt is-no snow till nfter Christmas, nt least not such 
an to Inv on the enrth. - .  

~ h e ' n i ~ h t  of the 11th April, 1826, was remarkably cold. 11 
' VOL. 11.-2 u 80. 



froze m hard as. to bear a wngon loaded with flour on a muddj 
road. Some Enow on  he ground at same time. On the 12th of 
April at  sunrise the mercury stood at 24. Old people say they 
never saw it EO cold at that senson. One remembers a deeper mow 
on the 10th of April, about forty yenrs ngo, when he went abroad 
in n sled. 

Cornpunkon of time past and time present, derioed from a W- 
mometrical Table of the years 1748 and '49, compared with t h  
yem~ IS23 to '26. 

P O r n W S .  

..... October, 
November,. ... 
December, .... 
January,. .... 
February, .... 
March, ...... 
April, ...... 
May, ....... 
June.. ...... 
July, ....... 
August, ..... 

I am indebted to the investigation and diligence of my fnend 
Satnuel Hazard, Esq., for sundry notices hereinafter given, respect- 
ing our winters, from 1681 to the year 1600. Besides the surprise 
which some of the facts will excite, they may prove useful as data 
for compari~on with y e m  to come. Mr. Hazard's lnrger collection 
of facts on the some subject may be found in his published book, 
the Register. 

Winlers ai and near Philade&hiu, from 1681 to 1600. 

1681 December 11. T h e  river froze over that night T h e  Bristol 
factor, Roger Drew, arrived at Chester from England, with 
settlers for Pennsylvania, where they lay all winter. 

1704 Snow fell one yard deep. 
1714. February. Flowers seen in the woods. 
1720. February 23. The  river is now clear of ice. 

November 11. " My ink freezes, which obliges me to con- 
clude." Close of a m d a n t ' s  Ictter, dated Philade&hia. 

December 20. Our river is fit11 of ice, and the ship Prince 
of Orange, which is going with a flog of truce and Spnnish 
prisoners to St. Augustine, is in great danger. 

December 27. T h e  river being now clear of ice vessele are 
fnlling down. 
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1721. December 19. No vessele arrived since our Inst, the rivet 
being full of ice. 

December 26. do. do. do. locked up. 
January 2. River still locked up. 

6. Vessels get up to New Castle. - 9, 16, 22. River still locked up. 
F e b r u q  6. Vessels clenred nnd entered. 
Jnnunry L Wenther is yet very modernte, and our river open. 

6. Weather is yet very moderate, and river free ha 
ice. 

December. Vessels enter and clenr through the month. 
Janunry 18. River very free from ice. 
December 15. On Thursdny lnst a violent storm of wind and 

min; tide overflowed the whnrves. Two outword bound 
vessels returned for fear of ice, of which our river is very full. 

December 22. River full of ice. - 29. Some driving ice, but not so ns to prevent ve8~ela 
going up or down. 

1725. March 3. Snow fell nenr two feet deep Inst night and yep 
terdny, which hns not been known for some yeara 

December 21. River is very full of ice, though several vet+ 
sels come up with it; no arrivnla or clenrnnces mentioned 
till 18th July. 

1727. March 30. Wenther and floods prevented the legislature from 
meeting nt the time to which they stood adjourned. 

1728. Jnnunry 23. We hnve hnd very hard weather here for nearly 
two weeks; so thnt it has frozen our river up to such a 
degree thnt people go over daily, nod they hnve set up two 
booths on the ice about the middle of the river. 

Jnnunry 30. River still fast. 
Februnry 7. Some say the ice is driving near Bombny hobk. 

River here still fast. No cleannces mentioned till March 5. 
Decernber31. 36veasels, besidessmall craft, frozen up at docks, 

7iz. : lnqe ship  14 ; snows 3 ; brigs 8 ; sloo s 9 ; schm. 2. 
1730. Jnnunry 20. We hnd heresuch a deepsnow, the f ike not known 

these severnl years. River full of ice; no vessels con paea 
1733. Janunry 18. Grent snow nt Lewes; ice driven ashore by a 

north-east etorm. 
1734. Jnnunry 1. River continues open, and wenther very mode- 

m e  ; winter hitherto ns n~odernte as for mnny yenrs pnst 
1736. January 6. River is fast nnd full of ice. 

February 26. Two whales killed at Cnpe Mny. 
1737. Jnnunry 20. Wenther very cold ; persons frozen to denth; a 

veasel below connot cotne up on nccou?t of the ica 
1740, March 16. Ice broke up in the Delawnre. 

December 19. River unnnvigable from this to 13th March. 
'741. Janunry 8. Our river has been fast some time, nod we heard 

from Lewes that 'tie all ice towards the sea as fnr as the eye 
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can reach. Tuesday and Wednesday are thought to hare 
been the coldest days for many years. 

1741. March 5. T h e  severity of the winter complained of through- 
out the country. Cattle dying for mnnt of fodder; mnny 
deer found dead in the woods, and some cnme tamely to the 
plantations nnd fed on bay with other crentures. 

Mnrch 13. River navigable. T h e  minter e*emely long 
and severe. 

April 19. W e  henr from Loncnster county, that during the 
great snom, which, in geneml, wile more than three fezt 
deep, the Lack inbnbitnnts surered much for want of bread ; 
that many fnmilies of new settlers had little else to subsist 
upon but the carcasses of deer they found dcad, or dying, in 
the mumps or runs nbout their houses. T h e  Indims f eu  
a scarcity of deer nnd turkeys, kc .  

1742. Jmunry 22. Comet visible for some time. 
February nnd Narcb. Entries and clearnncea-no mention 

of ice. 
December. Enlries and clemnces-no mention of ice. 

1748. Jnnuary 26. A vessel nshore on Reedy island, cut through 
with the ice-uo entries or cleannces--severe w e n h e r 4  
man frozen t~ death on n flnt in Nantua creek. 

1764. January 15. Our river is now, nnd hiw been for several days 
quite clew of ice. 

1755. Jnnunrv 14. There is so much ice nt oresent in the river. 
that 'bur nnvigntion is stopped. 

. 
Janunry 21. Clemnces from this date forwnrd. 

1766. 'Jnnunry nnd February. Clennnce~ through the month. 
&rch 18. On Friday night we had o violent N. E. snom- 

storm, which did considernble damnge to the vcsselu nt the 
, 

wharvei, and probably on the const. This  is the first men- 
tion of snow. Arrivals nnd clennncea continue lhrough the 
month. There is no intimation tlmt the navigation was in- 
terrupted this winter. 

1759. Janunry 4. Our river is so full of ice that no Vessel cnn stir. 
1760. Mnrch 20. On Sundny Inst, we had n violent N. E. snow- 

storm, when, considering the senson of the year, nnd the 
time it lasted, ( IS  houm,) there wns the greatest fnll of snow 
that hns been known, it is said, since the settlement of the 
povince. 

1761. December 24. Nnvigotion quite stopped-measura for re- 
lief of the poor. 

1564. December 31. Delnware frozen over in one night--passabIc - 
next morning. 

1765. February 7. On Tuesday laat, on ox wne roasted whole on 
the river Delaware, which, from the novelty of the thing 
drew togelher a great number of people 
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1766. Februnry 28. Our navigation ia now quite clear, and eevem 

vessels have come up. 
k c h  29. On Saturday night last, cnme on here a very se- 

vere snow-storm, which continued all night and next day, 
when, it is believed, the greatest quautity of snow fell that 
hw been known (considering the advanced stote of the sen- 
son) for many years pi&, it being said to lie about 2, or 24 
feet on a level, and in m n e  p!xes deeper. A great number 
of trees are destroyed; some ton; up by the roots, others 
broken off; and the roads so bad that there is scarcely m y  
travelling. 

1766. January 9. River quite fast since Friday lns~weather  very 
severe. 

1767. Jnnuarv 1. Our river is so fdI  of ice that nnviention is at a " 
stand. Thermometer, 6O ; on W ,  5O. 

December 24. The cold weather of Saturday nkht filled the 
river so full of ice, that vessels could noidefirt; but on 
Tuesday there was a fine thaw acco~npnnied mi!!: rain, and 
the weather is now modernte, nnd we hope the nnviption 
will soon open 

1768. February 11. Our river is now M, clenr of ice, that vessele get 
up nnd down. 

Mwch 24. On Saturdnv night Inst, we had a most violent " 
snow-storm from N. E: 

1769. Jannary. Arrivals and cleannces through the month. 
February 23. Since our Inst, have had a fine thaw, warm 

sun, and some rain, by which our nnviption is now clear. 
177'1. December 26. The  cold has been so intense for three days 

pmt thnt navigntion is at n stand-river full of ice. 
1772 March 16. During the last week there fell large qunntities 

of snow, in many places two feet deep-4 good deal of ice 
in the river. 

1773. Janunry 20. River full of ice-nnvigntion stopped. 
-21. Thermometer in open air, on east side of the 

citv. nt 2 P. M.. So above 0 :  nt 4 P. M.. 7": nt 6 P M.. So : ~--, 7 
~ ~ - ~ , . , . 

at 10 P. XI., 40'. 
1779. February. Leaves of willow, blossoms of peach, and flowers 

of dandelion were seen. 
17W. Janunrv. On Sundav momine Inst, at a fire at the French 

, con&l's, the wcatb& was so &ere ihnt many of the engines 
were rendered useless by the. intense cold. During this 
month, the mercury, excepting one day, never rose. so high 
in the city as to the freezing point. 

March 4. The Delaware became navigable nner having been 
frozen nearly three months. This ie-denominated tire hma 
wider. Ice 16 to 19 inches thick-frost penetrated tha 
ground from four to five feet. During this winter the enn 
of homed cnttle, and the feet of hogs, exposed to the air 
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were frost-bitten. Squirrels perished in theil holes, and 
partridges were often found dend. 

1781. Jnnunry 27. T h e  winter, r l ~ r ~ s  for, hnlh been remnrkabl 
mild, so that the en1111 hac mnrcely been frozen hnlf nn inc i 
deep, or the snidest  ponds covered with ice strong enough 
to bear a dog. 

1782. February 6. About n week since, the extremity of cold wns 
felt here. On Tuesday afternoon the thermometer fell very 
low. This dny the mercury ~ r o s  within the bulb, and in 
some instnnces it fell 4 O  below 0, being the grentest excess 
of cold experienced here for mnny yenrs. I t  is needless to 
my, the L)elnwitre, opposite the city m d  for serreral miles 
downward, is corered with n fixed nnd strong floor of ice. 

1783. December 26. T h e  nnvigntion stopped, nnd in a few days 
the river frozen over opposite the city, m d  continued so 
till 18th of filarch. 29, snow. 

1784. Jnnunry 13. On Tuesday and Wednesday n mmost remnrk- 
able thnw, nttended with a wnrm, disagreeable, unwhole- 
some vapour, which, in the evening, \vos succeeded by a 
shnrp N. W. wind, nnd clenr sky, so thnt, within n few hours, 
we have experienced a trunsition from heat to cold, of nt 
least 53 degrees. T h e  suddenness nnd sererity of the frost 
has entirely bound up the nnvigntion. 

1785. January 3. Vessels attempt to go down, tbe moderate wenther 
hnving so for cleared the ice ; but on the evening of the 4th, 
h e  hnrbour wns entirely frozen ncross. 

January 20. Frozen from side to side: broke up in four or 
five dnys, and wos entirely free from ice : all vessele from be- 
iow came up. 

1?86. January 21, Our wenther has been remarkably mild for the 
grenter pnrt of the winter, until Friday (17th) Inst, when it 
grew cold, and froze the river, in n few dnys, from side to 
side nt the lower pnrt of the city. 

17s. Jnnunry 3. Owing to mcidemte wealher, the nnvigntion ia 
*in restored, and many vessels hnve deported. T h e  three 
lower bridges on Schuylkill were carried nway by the break- 
ing up of the ice, nnd one of them nearly destroyed. 

1790. Jnnunry 2. Such an open winter ns thr. present hns not been 
known in this city since it wns founded-boys bnthing in 
the river as if it were summer-whurves crowded with 
wood-onk 15 shillings-hickory 26 shi l l inp 

Mnrch 10. T h e  only considerable snow t h ~ s  winter-only 
remained on the ground three dnys.. Yesterday morning, 
thermometer at 4O. 

December 18. River frozen over and strulda-bop dating- 
continued closed till 18th Jnnunrv 

, 1793. Jnnunry 14. Hnil. - 18. T h e  extreme temperateness of thb  season ex 
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ceeds every winter remembered by the oldest inhn11itant.s of 
Philadelphia, for now we have April weather. 

1795. J a n u q  21. T h e  sky hns continued nlmost invdably with- 
out a single cloud, for a long time post Flies were seen a 
few dnys ago. Indeed, there wns nn expectation with many 
people, that there would be no ice during the present seo- 
son-nbout the middle of lnst week, however, a frost came. 
On Monday morning, Jmunry 1 9 h ,  at  7 07~lock, the ther- 
mometer, in the open air, wns so low as 12O--a great pnrt 
of the river wns frozen over. 

1796. Februnry 9. R'ovigation interrupted by driving ice for nbout 
a week pnst: yesterday a vessel came up. T h e  winter to 
this time the most moderote I ever remember for forty-five 
years-very little interruption by floating ice. Schuylkill 
is frozen so cis to bear people on it, but not very safe for 
mnny in n plnce. 

December 6. Within ten days we have had very cold weather. 
T h e  Susquel~anna 1111s closed-men and horses cros  daily. 
I t  is not within tnnn's memory to have seen the river so low 
of wnter, or to hove closed so enrly. Snow, in Philadelphia, 
two inches deep. 

December 24. Severe cold as remembered for forty yyearp-- 
snow two feet deep at the westward. 

1797. January 10. River still closed-lnaded wagons come over on 
the ice-weather as cold ns remembered these fify y e m .  

N99. Jnnunry 1. Snow-more snow in the lnst six or eight weah  
thnn remembered for seven1 winters in the same time nnd 
senson, and very cold we;lther most of the time. 

Jnnunry 3. Snow. 4th, Delawnre full of ice. 6th, snow. 
6th, ice in the Delaware stopped, nnd boys skating on i t  
snow on the ground about three inches deep. 9th, snow 

February 9. Delaware clear of ice. 
25. Extremely cold. Skating on the Schuylkill, 

and the ice in the Delaware stopped. 
March 12. Deep snow on the ground. A very long mid severe 

winter this hns been. 
'800. Jnnunry I. T h e  winter, thus fnr, hns been remnrkably open, 

there hnving been very little ice in the Delaware, and that 
very thin. 

Jnpunry 29. Lnst night coldest this season-the Delawm 
being frozen from side to side, though very little ice ill it last 
evening. 

March 5. Snow without intermission for twenty-five hours-- 
nenr two feet upon n level. 

Oecember 23 T h e  weather, except same cold nights, har 
been remnrknb~y open. No ice in the Delnware-this day 
being remarknhly wnrm for the senson-the like not remem 
bered since the British nrmy were here, in 1777 and '7& 
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Those who ore curious to e r m i n e  later gems, may find the record 
in Hnznrd's R.egkter. 

Climate of Philadelphia and adjaceul covnlry 

Has been much investigated I J ~  Dr. Benjamin Rush, in liS9, nnJ 
revised in lSO5. T h e  facts of \vhicll nlny be consdted at large in 
Hazard's Register of Pennsylvnnia, vol. i, p. 161. 

Among his facm ore these, to wit : T h e  clirnate Ims undergone n 
materid change since the dn s of the founde-thunder and light- 
ning are less frequent; col 2' of winters and heat of sutnn~ers less 
unifumi than they were forty or fifty years before. T h e  springs ore 
much colder, and the autumns more temperale. H e  thinks the 
mean tempernture may not hnve changed, but that the climate is 
altered by heat and cold being less confined than rotmerly to their 
natural seasons. H e  thinks no facts warrant a belief that the win- 
ters were colder before the year 1740, than since that time. H e  
observes, that there me seldom more rhan twenty or thirty days in 
summer or winter in which the mercury rises nbove SO0 in the 
former, or falls below 30° in the latter season. The  higher the mer- 
cury rises in hot days, the lower it r~w~nlly firlls in the night Thus, 
when nt 60° by day, it falls to 66O at night; or when at only 600 
by day, i t  only falls to 56O at night. T h e  greatest disproportion i~ 
most apparent in August. T h e  wun~es t  \venther is genemlly in 
July; but intense wann days are onen felt in May, June, August, 
and September. The  variableness of meather in our state, he ob- 
serres, lies south of 41°, and beyond that the winters are steady, 
and in character with the eastern and northern states. Our intense 
cold seldom sets in till about the 20th or 25th of Ilecember--"ns 
the day lengthen% the cold strengthens,"-so thnt the coldest weather 
is comlnonly in January. T h e  greatest cold he has known at Phi- 
lodelpllia was 6O below zero, and the greatest heat 95O. T h e  
flaudard tempentureof the city is 52i0. T h e  month of June is the 
only month which resembles a spring month in the south countries 
of Europe. The  nuturnn he deems our most agreeable season. 
T h e  nins  in October are the harbingersof the winter, so thnt, as the 
Indians also my, the degrecs of cold in winter can be foreknown by 
the measure of rain preceding it in the autumn. The  moisture of the 
nir is greater now than formerly, owing probably to its now falling 
in min, where it. before fell in snow. Finally, he says, " We hnve 
no two successive years alike. Even the same successive seosonr 
and months direr from each other every year. There is but m e  
steady trail, and that is, it is uniformly variable." 

Spring and Summer Ocmrrences, 

, Being such notices of facts ns were deemed mre for the seaeon sc 
the times f i x e d  in the following memomndo, to wit: 
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1736. April 22. H Jlstonn near the city ; hail ns luge as pigeons'egga 
1750. Mny. This is the coldest May ever known. Severd frosts, 

and some snow. 
1772. Aoril 2. Fell in seveml daces six inches snow. 
1783. Jdoy. A heavy hailstorm: believed the heaviest ever knowr 

Lere-did not extend fnr in width-stones fell of half an 
ounce-many windows were broken. 

1786. May. Remarkable for the absence of Ole sun for two weeks, 
and a constantly damp or rainy weather. It continued for 
forty-two days, being all the time a cold north-emt stom, 
nnd no sight of the sun. - 

1788. August 18th and 19th. There fell seven inches of min. 
1789. This spring remnrhbly backward-peaches failed-no cher- 

ries or s~mwberries--quite uncomfortable to sit without fires 
until June. 

In  July. Very hot weather-by 10 o'clock, A. M., the meats 
in the market putrefy, and the city mnyor orders them cast 
into h e  river-merchants shut up their stores-thermome- 
ter at 96O for seveml days-in August fires become agree- 
able. 

1793. April 1. Blossoms on fruit trees are universal in the city- 
birds appeared two weeks earlier than usual. 

Mny 22. To  the end of the month o continuance of wet and 
cloudy weather-wind mostly nt north-enst, and so cool 
thnt fire wns necessary most of the time-the summer of 
this year was the 'L yellow fever" calamity. 

1795. The latter end of June nnd beginning of July were remnrk- 
nbleforthecontinuous daily mining-perpetually interrupt 
ing the hay hnrve3t--and then came a gent flood. 

1796. July 26. The most plentiful harvest remembered. 
1797. April 7. The penches and apricots in blossom. 
1799. April 3. Frost last night. 11th. Some ice in the guttern 

20th. Some ice in the morning. 
June 6. Black and white frost in the Neck. 

1801. May 28. Hny harvest near thc city. 
1802. April. Seven1 frosts this month and in Mny-fires weenble 
1803. May 7. I c e - m  the 8th n snow which broke down the pop 

lnra nnd other trees in leaf--on the 15th afire was necessn 
1805. Summer-no min nfter the middle of June, d l  through Ju '7- p 

-heat 90 to 96 degrees-pastures burnt np and summer 
vegetables failed. 

1807. April 3. Snow. 
June 13. Fire necmry. 
August nnd September. The  influenza prevailed. 

1809. April 13. The houses covered with snow like winter. 
GL 26. Ice as thick ns o dollar. 

Mnv 6. Ice. 23th. Gmsa frozen. 30th Frost-the coold 
by remembered for mnny yenrs. 
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1810. April 1. Snow on the ground. 3d. Spiu of snow. 
Mny 13. White frost for serernl mornings. This year wiu 

remnrknble for its nbundance nnd excellence of fruits. 
'.811. July 3. Wnrm dry wenther for some time-lndinn corn suf- 

fers-a finer dry hay harvest not remembered-between 3d 
and 9 h ,  hot \reather continued from 94 to 9i0. 

1812. April 13. Snow and rain. 
l\iIoy 4. Rain nnd snow. 8th. Frost. 22d. T h e  spring 
very ba~k\~nrd-fires nece.ssnry. In July the ,pin harvest 
n-CIS dnily interrupted by rnin, nnd was so long deluged thnt 
it grew and sprouted while standing. 

1816. June 5. Frost, 10th. S o  severe as to kill beans. 11th. Se- 
vere frosts at Downings(own--destroyed whole fields of corn. 

1818  July 22. Monday last rain fell four inches. 
1824. July 20. Storm of rnin and hail nt Chester. 

" 28. Unprecedented fall of rnin near Philadelphia--do- 
ing much dnmnge to bridges, LC. 

1826. June 11. Severe heat at  2 o'clock--thermometer at  960 in 
the shade. 

1827. July 20. Peaches, p e m  and plums in market. 
1836. June. T h e  first three weeks were cloudy ond rniny every day. 
1842. June. T h e  whole month nnd into July-very rniny and cool. 

@ A glance nt such collected instances of remarkable irregulari- 
ties may well serve to repress the oft-repented esclnmn~ions of tho= 
who cry, " \Tho ever plw the like before!" or, " An unprecedented 
occurrence!" LC. For, at undefined periods, the whole circle of 
remnrkables may be found but a repetition of '$ the thing thnt hnth 
been." 

Indian Summer. 

This wns n short season of very fine mild weather, which wne 
formerly n~ucli  more mnnifest than of later yenn. I t  was expected 
to occur in the lnst days of November. I t  mils n blnnd and geninl 
time, in which the birds, the insects, and the plnnts, felt a new crea- . 
tion, and sported n short-lived summer, ere they shrunk finnlly from 
the rigour of the winter's blast. T h e  sky, in the menn h e ,  wm 
alwnys thinly veiled in n murky haze--intercepting the direct rnye 
of the sun, yet pnssing enough of light and heat to prevent sen=- 
tions of gloom or chill. 

T h e  nged have given it ns their tradition, thnt the Indians, long 
awnre of such nn nnnunl return of plensnnt dnys, were accustomed 
to sny " they nlways had n second summer of nine days jast before 
the winter set in." From this muse, it mos snid, the white inhabit- 
nnts, in enrly times, called it the "Indinn summer." It was the 
favouri~e time, it was enid, of the Indinn hnrvest, when they looked 
to gather in their corn. 

T h e  known nmenity of such n season wae tixed upon, in oldell ' 
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hme, ns the fiuest time for the great fair at Philadelphia, which 
opened on the last Wednesday in November, and continued three 
days; thus insuring, as they conceived, as many good days before 
and after the term, for good travelling to and from the same. T h e  
fair in the last week of May was also chosen for its known seuled 
weather. 

A cunous old nlmanac of our country, of the yenr 1700, gives the 
following rules for prognosticnting the weather, UJ wit : 

T h e  resounding of the sen upon the shore, and the murmur of 
winds in the woods without apparent wind, show wind is to follow. 
A murmur out of caves portendeth the same. 

T h e  obscuring of the smaller stars is a sign of tempest Also, if 
the stars seem to shoot, winds will come from that quarter the star 
came from. 

T h e  often changing of the wind showeth tempesta 
If two rainbows appear, it will rain. A rainbow presently after 

rain, denotes fair wearher. 
If the sky be red in the morning, it is a sure token of winds or 

rain, or both, because those vapoum which cause the redness will 
presently be resolved. 

If the sun or moon look pale, then look lor rain. If fair and 
bright, expect fair weather. If red, winds will come. If o dark 
cloud be at sunrising, in which the sun is soon after hidden, it will 
dissolve it, and rain will follow. If there appear a cloud, and after 
vapours are seen to ascend upon it, that portendeth rain. If the sun 
seem greater in the east than common, it is a sign of rain. If in the 
west, about sunseuing, there appear n black cloud, it will min that 
night or the day following, because that cloud will want heat to dip 
perse it. 

If mists come down from the hills, or descend from the heavens 
and setde in the valleys, it protniseth fair hot weather. Mis~e in the 
evening show n hot day on the morrow; the like when white mista 
wise from the waters in the evening. 

T h e  circles that appear about the sun, if they be red and brokea, 
it portendeth wind. If thick and dark, it shows winds, snow or rain 
-which are also presaged by the circles about the moon. 

White qnd =ged clouds appearing like horses' manes and tails, 
foretelleth great winds-even us the sailors long have said, viz, : 

Shqged clouds--like an old mare's rail, 
Malie lofty ships-to carry low sail. 

Thunder in the morning, if it be to the south-westward, and the 
wind be there, denotes, many times, a tempestuous day; also, a 
rainbow or water gall, in the west, denotes a stormy wet dav. The  

eun dogs" appearing in the morning or evening, is a sign of cold 
- wet, windy weather--especially in winter time. 



T o  me foregoing we might odd, ns a weather proverb of long 
standing and observntion in our country, thnt the 17th and 18th of 
Mnrch have nlwnys been periods of menlornble time. On h e  l7th, 
being St Patrick's day, '' he turns up the wnrm side of the stonev- 
indicnting warm weather must soon follow; ond on the 18th, 
"Shelnh comes dmggle-tailed," i. e. bring a wet dny. In  1760, 
however, they concerted to bring together a most tremendous snow- 
storm. We ndd the following modem rule ne a 

Weather Denoter. 

A wet summer is alwnys followed by n frosty winter, but it happens 
occasionally that the cold extends no farther. Two remarlcable in- 
stnnces of tl~is occurred in 1807-8and 181%24. With these excep 
Lions every frosty winter has been follcwed by a cold summer. T h e  
true muse of cold, or rnther the direct cause, is to be found in the 
winter excess of west wind ; every winter w i ~ h  excess of west wind 
being followed by a cold summer; nnd if there is no cold before, or 
during a first excess, then a second excess of west wind in winte~ 
occasions a still colder summer than the first. I t  also oppenrs, b j  
repeated experience, that cold does not extend to more ~ h n n  two 
yenrs nt a time. Agoin, if the winter excess of the enst wind oe 
grent, in the first instance, the winters will be mild, and followed by 
mild summers; while summer excess of enst wind is itself, in the 
Grst instance, nlwnys mild; but uniformly followed by cold wintem 
and cold summere, which continue, more or less, for one or two 
gears, according to circumntnncee. 

 arefl floods and ebbs.-In 1687, Phineas Pcmberton, in his letter, 
s eaks of the gkat  lnnd flood nntl rupture, at or nenr the Falls of 
$aware. I t  occasioned much nlonolity oftenvanla. 

I n  1692,27th af 2d nlo., he spenks of h e  grent flood at the Dela- 
ware Falls, which rose twelve feet above 11sun1 high wnter mnrk, 
owing to the sudden melting of the snow. T h e  mnter reached the 
upper stories of some of the houses, built on low Innds. 

1131, February 16.-Lnst week we hod the greatest fresh in the 
Celaware, ever known since the greet flood at Delaware falls, thirty- 
nine years ago, in 1692. 

I n  1723, month of February, "the ice in Schuylkill broke up 
with a fresh, and came down in cakes of great thickness, in a tsm- 
ble manner, breaking great trees where the flood cnme near the low 
land. It carried OIT the flats of two ferries, and the water wos two 
and a half feet high on the ground noor of Joseph Grny's middle 
ferry, which is niuch higher than any fresh is known to have been 
before in that river." 

1 
1737, February 3.--Sundny night last the ice, thick and strong, 

broke up with the fresh occnsioned by mine and melting of the 
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mow. T h e  water rose near six feet on the floor of Joseph Gmy'a 
house at the middle ferry, which is three feet higher than before in 
1733. 

Much 17.-On Wednesday and Thursday last a south-east storm 
raised the tide higher t h m  known for many yeius, which did great 
damrye. 

1736, April 6, a great stonn, at east and north-enst, damnged the 
wharves and much rnised the creeka 

1754, January 2.2, an unusunlly low tide, owing to a g d e  front 
north-west 

1767, Jmunry &-From the great and unexpected thaw sinco 
Saturdny Inst, the ice on Monday broke up, and at the middle ferry 
carried away dl the boats, broke the ropes, tore the wharf, swept off 
some of the out-houses, k c .  

1769, Much 16.--Saturday last, a remarkably low tide, owing to 
the north-west winds. It is a i d  to be two and a hnlf feet lower 
than common low-water mark in the Delaware ; and in the Schuyl- 
kill it wos so low that the ferry boats could not get to the fnst lond 
on either side. 

1775, September 3.-The highest tide ever known. 
1784, January 13.--Great dnmnge was dons by the sudden and 

 ordinary rise of water occasioned by the thaw and great rain of 
Thursday lnst. 

Mnrch 15.-This morning (Sunday) about two o'clock the ice in 
the Schuylkill gave way, but soon after it lodged, and formed a dam, 
which overflowed suddenly the grounds about the middle ferry, and 
carried off every thing but the brick house--drowning seveml horsea 
m d  cattle, and forced the family to secure themselves in the second 
story till dayliglrt, whither they were followed by a horse, that had 
sought refuge in the house. T h e  waters did not subside till four 
o'clock on Monday afternoon* I n  the Pennsylvania Gazette of the 
27th of March, 1784, the particulnm of this event are related in the 
form of two chapters in Chronicles-in Scripture style. 

1796, Much 18.-A lower tide than recollected for many yeam- 
[soy since the 26th of December, 1759, when it wiis lower] owing 
to a hard gale the night of the 16th instant, and since continued at 
north-west T h e  flood tide was two feet lower than i~ common ebb 
-the bar visible nenrly ncross--seved chimneys blown down. 

1504, April 22 and 23.-A very great fresh in the Delaivare and 
Schuylkill, attended with very high tides, occasioned by very heavy 
rains. 

1804, March 2 0 . T h e  ice gorged above the city, on cbming 
down Schuylkill in a heavy fresh, which occasioned the ma:er to 
rise to so great a height, that a mnn on horeeback, with a common 
riding whip, from the Market street whnrf, on this sicie the river, could 
but just rench the top of the ice piled on said wharf. T h e  ice and 

T h  warm 21 psnorm in the house at the time, of whom only tao ue now 1ii.w 
31' 



water found its way round the Permanent bridge on the nest sidq 
overflowing the cnuseway between the rood and the bridge, to a 
depth that required boating for passengers for some Ilours. 

1505.-This summer Schuykill lower by three inches Ihnn had 
been known for seventy years-cnused by the long and great drought. 

1810, Januaq  19.-Lowest tide for fourteen years. 
1622, February 21.-The ice and water c m e  over Fainnount 

dam to a depth of nine feet, and brought with it the F d l s  bridge 
entire, which passed over the dam without injuring it, and went br- 
tween the piers of the Market-street. bridge. At this fresh, the gene 
n l  body of water far exceeded the fresh in 1604; as the rising so 
much then, was owing to the ice gorging above. T h e  fresli of 1822, 
from Reading down, is considered to have possessed the greatest 
body of water and ice ever known; at  that place the river rose 
twelve feet high. 

1624, April 7.-During the Inst four months twenty freshets have 
occurred in Schuylkill. 

In 1924, the 29th of July, o very great and sudden land flood 
xa; experienced in and around Philadelphia,-the sfiect of a gent  
discharge of min, to wit :- 

I t  comnlenced with light showers about nine o'clock, nnd from 
that time there were some intermisions until half after eleven, 
when the n in  recommenced, and continued, with thunder and 
lightning, for the period of three hours, to pour dottrn such powerful 
torrents of water, as to deluge all the low lands in the city and neigh- 
bouring districts. I n  these situations many cellars were filled, in 
some of which sugars and other perishable articles were destroyed, 
and other goods were damaged. T h e  embanked meadows on the 
borders of the Delaware and Schuylkill were much injured, and 
some of the cattle were drowned. Two bridges between Holrnes- 
burg and Fmnkford, and the floating bridge at Gray's ferry, on 
Schuylkill, were carried away. The  bridge at the Flat rock on 
Sch~~ylkil l ,  and Poole's bridge in Front street, were considerably 
damwed, and several ~nill-dams, and bridges across turnpike and 
other roads, were either carried awny or considerably injured. A 
large quantity of lumber and drift wood was carried down thestream 
from the borders of the Schuylkill, and a man who was endenvour- 
ing to collect a portion of it, was unfortunately drowned yesterday 
morning, below Fairmount dnm. T h e  lose to the county of Phi- 
ladelpliis, and to individuals, must be considerable. T h e  rain 
which fell, measured by the puge ,  four nnd a quarter inches. In 
Germantown, it fell eleven inches. 

T h e  water rose in Cohocksink creek, faur feet higher tllan is 
recollected by the oldest inhabitants in the neighbourhood. I t  WM 
nine inches deep on the lower floor of a house occupied by a Mr 
White, and his fanlily was apprized of the circumstance by the 
neighbours early in the trhorning, having rested in confidence of their ' being secured from the flood. T h e  house is an ancient one, having 
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been built before the war of the revolution, md during the wnfict, 
wae fired by the English; it wae afterwnrds repaired, aa mnny 
others in the vicinity of our city have been, which were burnt by 
order of the British. 

We measured the height of the wnter mnrk left on the wall in the 
lower room of Messrs. Crnig & Co's. cotton factory, nnd found it 
four feet above the floor. The machinery was n d y  covered with 
it, and nbout forty Mea of cotton goods weie damaged; the dye- 
house belonging to the factory was inundated, and most of the dye- 
stuffs destroyed; much of the fencing along the creek wtls swept 
ilWily. 

At the bridge over the creek on Second street the wnter rose to 
about four feet above the crown of the arch, and from a hasty view, 
there appeared to be nbout eight or ten cart-loads of lumber across the 
atream at that point It  is genernlly believed, that the insufficiency 
of the tunnel of that bridge to discharge the water was the principal 
cause of the dnmoge sustained: and from our own knowledge, within 
the Inst thirty-five years, the bed of h e  creek at Second street hag 
been mised five or six feet, thereby lessening the tunnel nearly one- 
hdf of ita capacity. 

At the bridge over St John street there were fifteen or twenty 
.on& of lumber, cnsks, privies, dc., together with the plmk work 
of the bridge, swept from lts pier at Beaver street. A family residing 
in o small brick house new Beaver and Third streeta were tnken 
from the window of their bedchamber at about two o'clock in the 
morning, at which time the fresh was at its height. 

When the extreme &west tides have occurred in the I)elaware, at 
the city, there have been some rocks exposed near Cooper's upper 
ferry, which are never seen, even in part, at other times. They 
were first observed bare in 1769,-then ngnin in 1796,--and at lnet, 
again in 1810, generally on the 17th of March. These low ebbs 
have usually occurred in March, and have been rnt~ch promoted by 
strong and continued north-west winda. Those rocks have been seen 
as much as seven or eight feet out of the water; on such occasions 
they have always been permanently marked with the initials and 
dates of visiters, &c. The rocks, in 1810, were but two feet out of 
the wnter. 

1827,October.-Unusually high tides about full moon. - November 14.-Lowest tide recollected for many yeam- 
rocks on Jersey channel exposed to view. 

1829, March 6.-The ice and fresh cntne over Fairmount d m  
five feet sir inches in depth, with a very powerful flow of wnter, and 
perhaps owing to the addition of a very strong north-weat wind, the 
awful rushing of the waters over the dam nppred,  to an obaerver 
of both freshes, much more terrifically sublime than that in 1822, 
although nt that time the depth wns three feet six inches more than 
the recent one flowing over the dam. It is most vtifying to know 

, that the Schuylkill navigation and canals, and the nion canal, with 



their locks and dams, sustained both these freshes, which have oo 
curred since these vdunble works were formed, without any i n j m  
of importance. 

Storms.-1545, March %.-Friday last a violent gust occurred, 
which damnged houses and cast down trees. 

1747, April 30.-A violent north-& storm did much damage 
1750, December %.-A violent north-east storm last Thursday; 

it dnmqed the wharves and sunk some small craf~ 
1763, Kovember Id-A violent gale from the east overilowed the 

tvharves, and water lodged in most of the stores. 
1770 was L C  the great September gale," in which w a ~  a great lose 

of vessels all dong our coast 
li'S6, April 1.-A north-enst gale, with hail aud snow, did much 

damage. 
1788, November 10th and 11th.-A violent storm from s o u h a s t  

caused a heavy smell in the river; many vessels were injured. 
1796, January 7.-A violent storm last night did considemble da - 

mqe. 
1806, December 28th and 29th.-A peat storm-cC a mere burri- 

cane," by which several vessels were sunk zit the wharves, and 
others broke loose and went to pieces. 

1819, Se tember 28.-The meadows below the city were over- 
flowed by t [ e great rise of the river in the late gale. 

1521, September 3.-A great storm of rain and wind from the 
north-east destroyed many trees, blew down chimneys, and unroofed 
the bridge at the Upper ferry. The  Schuylkill dam rose much. 

The L L  old hhioned snow storm," (so wlled) of the 20th and 21st 
of February, 1829, the liveliest and best picture I have seen of late 
years of the olden-time snow scenw of my youth, came on the 14th 
and 15th Janwny, 1831, to be far eclipsed by "the deep snow" of 
this last rme~rum3le time. It was really cheering and delightful, to 
rise in the snow-stillness of the Sunday morniog of the 16111 January. 
when, 

"Ewb robed in white, a peaceful Sabbath held-" 

in a double sense,-to witness such towering pymmids and deeply 
piled banks of glistening snow, all resting after the subsidence of the 
storm, in calm repose. It  cheered the men of olden days, to be thus 
able to show to the young of the rising genemtion, the unexpected, 
and welcome living picture of scenes oft told, but difficult to be con- 
ceived, or credited by those youngsters who hnd never seen them. 
Hardly expecting to see such another storm, in my future life, I de- 
termined, at the time, to preserve sundry notices of its erect, k c .  
:broughout tbe country, not now needful to I'elate. It laid upon the 
country, and was used upon the roads till the middle of Febrnny, 
actually exhausting dl the plensures of sleighing by its long con- 
tiounnce. 

1 There was n very remarhble storm of rain t t  Philndelphia, at 
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miduight of the 25th of June, LS35, and continued till three o'clock 
in the morning. It being at time of high tide, the water sewer in 
Dock street filled, and the street overflowed and filled dl the cellars, 
and even the ground floors of the houses with water. A similu 
heavy min occurred on the night of the 1st July, 1842, over 
flowing the sewer, and filliug the cellors. 

Metems.-1737, May 7, wns seen nn aurora bore& 
1743, December 8, a comet visible for five or six nights. 
1748, April 21, a comet visible for eight or ten nights past. 
1750, February 16, a very bright aurora borenlii. 
1756, December 30, people much surprised with the sight of two 

mock suns. 
1807, October 7, n comet vkible. 
1814, in November and December a comet is seen. 
In  1749,17th of 12mo.-There was 1w.t evening nn extraordinary 

sppenmnce of the aurom borealis, which moved from north-east to 
nod-west, and back again. 

In 1764,21st of July.-There wns seen at Philadelphia, at seven 
in the evening, a pent fiery meteor, about fifty degrees above the 
horizon, of bigger apparent d i e t e r  than the sun, which e s  loded in 
sight of the city with a report like springing of a mine, w en mere 
seen thousands of pieces of fire to diverge. 

g 
The meteors of the 13th November, 1833, mere the most remark- 

able ever witnessed. A beholder says, he wns sitting alone in a well 
lighted npnrtment, at 4 A. M., when he suddenly saw through the 
window a shower of sparks falling past it on the outside. He s u p  
posed the house was on fire, and rushing to the door, to his extreme 
amazement, he found the entire atmosphere filled with@s of 
fire, (for they fully resembled flakes of snow of a stellated or radiated 
form,) of a pale rose red, seemingly of an inch diameter, fnlling in a 
vertical direction, as thick ns he ever sow snow! Intermingled with 
the smdler stars, were a larger kind, equal to one in a hundred of 
the othea, of an intense sapphire blue, seemingly of three to four 
inches diameter. This shower continued up to broad day light 
They were seen d l  over the United States, nnd have been variously 
described, but d agreeing h a t  they surpassed d l  other known casea 



MEDICAL SUBJECTS. 

To nole-the thousand ills 
Which flesh and blood assail. 

~ J N D E R  this head it is intended to comprise such fncts as have 
a n t e  to our knowledge respectiug early diseases; to name some of 
the ~ ~ M I S  in use as remedies in primitive days; and to cite some 
f ~ L 9  coneeming some of h e  enrliest named physicians. 

Of Febrile L?iseaseo 

1687-Phineas Pemberton, in his MSS., skit-, that a great mor 
tality occurred at the Falls of Delnware, (in 1687,) occasioned by 

the great land flood and rupture." 
1699-1smc Nonis, Sen., left among his papers a record, soying, 

"About the time of the hnwest proved the hottest surnmer he hnd 
ever before experienced. Several persons died in the field with the 
violence of the heat." I n  the autumn of the same year, the town 
wns visited by n very destructive fever: he  mys of it, "This is quite 
the Bnrbndoes distemper-[i. e., the yellow fever of modem times:] 
they void nnd vomit blood. There is not a day nor night has pnssed 
for seven1 weeks, but we have the nccount of the denth or sickness 
of some friend or neighbour. I t  hnth been sometimes very sickly, 
but I never before knew it so mortal os now: nine persons Iny dead 
in one day at the snme time: very few recover. All business and 
tmde down. T h e  full itself was extremely modernte and open.". 
Five of his own family died. 

Thomas Story, o public Friend, and the recorder of the city, bos 
also spoken of this calamity in his Journal, as being a scourge which 
carried off from six to eight of the inhbitnnts dnily, nnd visiting the 
most of the fnmil~es. "Great wns the fear," says he, " that fell upon 
all flesh! I saw no lofty or niry countenances, nor heard any vain 

but every face, gathered paleness, and many heam were ~3,,,.,, 
T h e  whole number who died was about t v o  hundred ond twenty, 

of whom about e i g l ~ ~ y  to ninety were of the society of Friends. 
1717-The summer of this yenr is mentioned in the letter of Jonn- 

than Dickinson, as n time in which was LLgrent prevalence of fever 
ond ngue in the cormtry parts adjacent to Philadelphia" 

1741-The surnmer of this ye*.[ is cnlled i time of great sickness 
in Plliladelphin-Vide secretnry Peters' MS. letter to h e  proprietary, 

In a letter of mbeaquent date, be says, that '' three yean alter the same direasebb 
/ came a srourge st R'ew Yo& $6 such na they bd never seen Mom! Some hundreds 

d i , a n d  many leh the town for many week., 80 that the town wu h t  lsR dmlatd" 
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put up, in South Fourth street, vis-kris to the first d e y  below High 
street I t  wns then a dignzed, two-story, large house, with a rural 
courtynrd in front. 

- 

T h e  terror of inoculntion wiu not such in Philadel~hia at  MV time. 
xiseized upon our brethren of New England, and of ~ o s t o n  in krticu: 
er, in 1721, mheu their doctor, Z. Boyleston, had his life menaced, his 

person nsaulted in the streets nnd loaded with execrations, for having 
dared, with scientific bnrdihood, to inoculate his only son and two of 
his neg~oes.. Even sober, pious people were nor wnnting there, to 
regnrd ~t as an act of constructive murder, in case the patient died. 

We, also, had our public attempts,growing out of the above facts, 
to forestall the public mind, m d  to create n religious prejudice %tinst 
the attempt at  inoculdon. Our Weekly Mercury, of 1st Janr~ary, 
1722: contains the sermou of the Rev. Nr. Masley, who preached and 
published the inoculation of the smallpox, which he calls LL an 
unjustifiable art, an infliction of an evil, and a distrust of God's over- 
ruling care, to procure ua a possible future good!" 

Under such circumstances, it became a cause of some triumph in 
Philadelphia, to publicly announce the s u c c ~ s  of the experimerlt on 
J. Growden, Esq., ninde in the Gazette of March, 1731, to wit: cL The 

rnctice of inoculation for the smallpox begins to grow among us. !. Ci,. 1.0, Esq., the first patient of note Bat led the way, is oow 
upon the recovery." 

1701-1s the first-mentioned occurrence of smallpox in the city of 
Philadel h i a  I n  that year, one of the letters in the L o p n  MSS. 
says, " t  1 e smallpox was very mortal and geneml." As enrly ol 
1682, the vessel that brought out William Penn had the smallpox on 
board, which proved fatnl to many while at s e a  

1726-8 ship 'from Bristol, England, with had many 
down with the S m d p 0 ~ ;  b r~ t  they, with George Warner, the inform 
ant, being landed at  the Swede? church, below the town, and con- 
ducted through the woodu to the "Blue-house tnvem," out South 
street,alI got well without communicating to tbe inhabitants of the city 

1730-Wns called the "great mortality from the sn~allpox." That  
year there died of it, George Claypole and his five children. H e  
was a lineal descendant from the Lord General Claypole, who mar- 
ried Cromwell's dnughter. His wife Debomh lived to be upwarde 
of ninety years of age. Vide Lognn MSS. 

173&7-There are sotue evidences of the progress of inoculation, 
for the Gazettes thus stnte the fact, to wit: From the fall of 1W6,ta 
the spring of 1737, there have been 129 persons inoculated, viz., 

Of white men and women, - - 33 persous. 
,, under 12 years of age, - 64 ,, 

Of mulnttoes, - - - 4 ,, 
Of negroes, young and old, - - 28 ,, 

Tbi WM tho snme yent it wns first attempted in England, aRcr lhe Ta*Lh n d  
m, upon the daughter of the celebled Ldy Montal(aa 
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Only one child died among d l  the foregoing 129! T h e  above nc. 
count was fmmed from the then physicinns of that day, to wit: DOG 
tors Kearsley, Zachary, Hooper, Cndwndlader, Shippen, Bond, and 
Sommen, they being the only physicinns who inoculated. Doctor 
Gmme hod then no share in it, being himself confined with illness 
the .whole time the disease was in  town. 

1746-Even ot this late period religious sci-~ples y g n s t  the smnll- 
pox had not subsided; for I see in a MS. journal of John Smith, 
Eq., (son-in-law of Jnmes L o p , )  that he thus intimates his disap 
probation of the mensure, to w ~ t :  cLTwo or three persons (in one 
month) hive the smallpox, having got it nt New York. Inoculation 
he dislikes, bemuse it seems clear to him that we, who are only 
tenants. have no right to ~ u l l  down the house that belonm onlv to - 
the landlord who biilt it!" 

. 
It wm vrobablv about this period of time that Thomas Jefferson. 

(my aboui1760) -&me to ~ h i l i d e l ~ h i a ,  on purpose to get inoculated 
for the smallpox, and wns placcd in a cottnge house, back from the 
city, near to the Schuylkill. I t  was then that Charles Thomson first 
became ncquainted with him, and from him I derive this fact 

Samuel Preston. Esq., an aged gentleman, hrrs given me some 
idem of the fatality of the smallpox among the Indians in B u c k  
county. I t  got among the lndians settled at Ingham spring, and na 
they used sweating for it, it proved fatal. Seveml of the Indians,na 
they had never h a r d  of the dieense, thought it wns sent by the whites 
for their ruin. Such ns survived, abandoned the place. Tedeuscung, 
the Delnwnre chief, was among the latter. 

Of Plants for MediiZC?ne. 

I n  the olden time, the pmctice of medicine on3 the dependence of 
the people upon physicians in cnses of ordinary sickness, were essen- 
tially dinerent from the present. Physicians then were nt greater ex- 
pense for their education, with less compensation for services. Then, 
all accredited physicians were accustomed to go to England or Scot- 
land to prepare themselves. T h e  people were much acc~istomed to 
the use of plants and herbs in cases of sickness; and their chief reaort 
to physicians wns in calls of surrery, or difficnlt cases of childbirth. 
As the druggist shops have sincekcrensed in drugs tnd  mineral pre- 
pilrations, the use of herbs nnd roots hns more and more declined. 
We hnve, indeed,since then, brol@t the study of the names of plants 
mto great repute, under the imposmg character of botanical lectures; 
but the virtue nnd properties nre too often nbandoned for a mere 
clnssificntion of uninstructive nnmes. In  that day, every phyaician7a 
house wns his own drug shop, at which all his patients obtained their 
medicine. 

I hnve formerly seen aged persons, not possessing more Lhnn the 
, ordinnry knowledge of plnnta for family medicines, who could tell 

me, in a walk through the wooda or fields, the medicinal wea of 
P2 
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mendable adjunct of botany, if ;o the present exterior and euperlicial 
clnssification of plants, they would investigate and d x  their usu, 
nnd virtues 

Of Physicians. 

Those! who first cnme among us, in primitive days, were g e n e d ~  
from Great Britain. The names and chnrncters of those we con oc;. 
cosionally see in the pnssing events of llietr day, may be generally 
eumrned up in the following brief recid, to wit: 

Thomas Wynn, an eminent Welsh physician, who had practised 
medicine several years, with high reputation, in London, and his 
brother, come t., this counq,  ;i; 1652, with the original settlers, lo- 
cated themselves in Philadelphm, and were the enrliest physicinns 
of the city. Dr. Griffith Owen arrived in the prirne of life, and is 
said to hnve done the principal medical business in the ciy, where 
lie wns highly distinguished for his talents, integrity, nnd zeal. H e  
died in 1717, about the q e  of seventy years, and left a son, who 
practised some time after his father's death.. Dr. Greme cnme from 
Great Britnin, with h e  governor, Sir William Keith, in the yeor 
1717. He was nbout thirty years of nge when he nrrived, had an 
excellent education and ngreenble manners, and wns therefore much 
employed ns n pmctitioner, and gently confided in by his fellow citi- 
zens. Dr. Loyd Zachary probably commenced the prnctice of medi- 
cine between 1720 and 1730, and died in the year 1756, in the me- 
ridian of life, gently and most deservedly lnmented. He mas one 
of the founders of, nod a very libernl contributor to, both the College 
and the Hospital. Dr. Kenrsley, Senr., wns for many years a very 
industrious pmctitioner both in medicine and surgery. He wns not 
deficient in public spirit The public are more indebted to him than 
to any other man for that respectable edifice, Christ church ; and by 
his will he founded and endowed a hospihl for poor widows. He  
educated Dr. John Redtnnn, and Dr. John Bard, of New York. This 
eminent physician, Dr. John Kearsley, hnd been so very populnr in 
the nseembly, that on seved occasions he hns been borne home 
from the I d 1  on the shoulders of the people ; he died in 1772, at the 
age of eighty-eight yenrs, hnving been in the city since the yenr 1711, 
happily dying just three years before he could witnese the outmge 
offered to his respectnble nephew. Dr. John Kenrsley, who was ob. 
noxious as a tory, in 1775. Dr. Cnd\\dlnder Evnns was one of the 
first pupils of Dr. Thomas Bond, nnd completed his medical educa- 
tion in England. He was descended fmrn a much venemted early 
settler, and hnd a great share of puhlic spirit as well ns of professional 
worth. I n  1769, some observations appenred in h e  Gentlemen's 

Dr. Wynn dao IeR a son-in-law. Dr. J o n ~ ,  who enjoyed mnsidernble repute as a 
physician. Docton Wynn and Owen were of the aociety of Friends: the former WM 
mpeakar of the assembly. To their namer might have h n  added, Dr. John Gwdson, 
Cbi~IgtWn, who w u  in the aty at and before the year 1700. He was dso of the loci. 

, ety d Friend6 ; also Dr. Hodgwn. 
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Maguine, of London, from Dr. Kenrsley, Jun., of Pltiladelphia, rela 
live to angina dimgnu, which prevailed in 1746, and 1760. " I t  
extended," says the author, "through the neighbouring provincw 
with m o d  q e , i n  opposition to the united endeavours of the faculty. 
It swept ofT rill before it, baffling every attempt to stop its progress, 
and seemed, by its dire effects, to be more like the d n w n  srord of 
vengeance to stop the growth of the colonies, than the nnturnl pro 
gress of disense. Villages were almost depopulated, and numerous 
parents were left to bewail the loss of their tender offspring." An 
essay on the iliac passion, by Dr. Thomas Cadwnllader, a respectable 
ohysician in Philadelphia, appeared in the year 1740, in which the 
author opposes, with considenble tnlent and learning, the then com- 
mon mode of treating that disense. This was one of the earliest pub- 
lications on a medical subject in America Ih.  Thomtrs Bond, abo~tt 
1754, nna author of some useful medical memoirs, which were p u b  
.ished in a periodical work, in London. Phinena Bond, M. D., a 
younger brother of Thomas Bond, after studying medicine some time 
in Mnryland, visited Europe, and ssed a considenble time at  the 
mediml acllools of Leyden, Paris, l?ndon, and Edinburgh. On his 
return, he ~etlled in I'hilndelphio, where he enjoyed n high reputn- 
tion for many years. H e  was one of the founders of the College, 
now the University of Pennsylvania. About the nliddle of h e  18th 
century, Dr. Thomaon published o discourse on the prepantion of the 
body for the reception of the sn~allpox, and the manner of receiving 
the infection, ns it was delivered in the public ha11 of the Academy, 
before the trustees nnd others, in November, 1730. This production 
was highly applauded both in America nnd Europe, as at  that period 
the pnctice of inoculation was on the decline. Tlle author stntes, 
that inoculation wns so unsuccessful at Philadelphia, that nmny mere 
disposed to nbnndon the pnctice; wherefore, upon the suggestion of 
the 1392d aphorism of Boerltaave, he mas led to prepare his patients 
by a composition of antimony and mercury, which he had coustantly 
employed, for twelve years, with utiinterrupted success. 

I t  was reserved for the accomplished Dr. William Ship en, and 
Dr. John BIorgi~n," to construct n permanent foundation fort g e medi- 
c d  instilutions of our country. Both these gentlemen were natives 

Dr. M o w n  was duca(nl hy the Rw. Mr. Finley, at hi school at h'ottingham, and 
finisl~ed his studies in tho Philadelphin Aeodemy : hnving studied with Dr. Redman, he 
went into the provincial army a shor~  time, in the French war. In 1760 he visited Eu- 
ropgcnerally, whew he mix& much with the ncientific men in London, Edinburgh, Paris, 
and Ihly. On hi. return homo he wm r e p d d  M some thin^ extra among the people. . 
and IIII hnving, perhaps, same of tho ~~eccentricitics of gcniua" The aged citizens d l  
mmemlrr him as the first man who ventured to cnrry a silk umbrella-a scouted eremi- 
nncy then!--and nlso as an innovator is  first introducing tho practice of sending to the 
rpothccary fur all tho medicines wanted for tho sick! With Dr. M o w n  wns joined Dr. 

/ ChnnwUer, nnd Parson Duchb, mnking thon a rnrc trio, in forcing the use of sun urn- 
breltns upon the town! Dr. Rush hns mid. "tho historinn who shall h e r e a h  rclnte tha , 
pmpcnn of m d i a d  aricnee in Americn, will be deficient in canduur and juaica if he dwc 
-101 connect tho name of Dr. Morgun with that aunpicioua era in which medicine was fiw 
'aught, and sludicd aa a science, in this country." 



of Philndelphin, and nfter receiving the usual preparatory course of 
instruction, repnired to Europe to complete a scientific ed~~cntion. 
Here they enjoyed ample means of qualifying themselve3 for the 
greni duties of professors and teachers. Accordingly, in 1762, Dr 
Shippen commenced a course of lectures on atlatomy and midwifery, 
accompanied by disections, to n c l m  of ten students; and this waa 
the first sys~emntic course of lectures on medical suhjects ever de- 
livered in Americn, if w e  except those delivered at Newport, in 1756, 
by Dr. Hunter.. In  1765, Dr. M o y n  returned from Europe, and 
wns nppointed professor of the institutes of medicine, and Dr. S h i p  
pen the professor of nnntomy: they mere the only professon of this 
new institution until 1765, when Dr. Kuhn wne elected professor of 
botany. In  the following year, Dr. Benjamin Rush wns chosen pro- 
fessor of chemistry. These learned chnmcters, misted by the venera- 
ble Thorns  Bond, as lecturer on clinical medicine zenlously devoted 
their tnlents to the duties of the severnl departments of nledicnl in- 
struction. This first medico1 school in the Americnn colonies, a n s  
soon after confirmed and established by the nuthority of the trustees 
of the College of Philadelphia, while Dr. Franklin officiated ns their- 
president. T h e  Philadelphia Dispensnry, for the medico1 relief of the 
poor, the first institution of its kind in the United States, rvns founded 
In 1786. T h e  College of Physicinns of Philndelphin wns established 
in 1787, and the lnbours of the professors commenced under circum- 
stances eminently nuspicious to the improvement of medical science : 
nn unfortunate competition and discord, however, between the medi- 
cal college nnd an opposition scl~ool, for a time marred their prospects 
nnd impeded thnt useful progress which the friends of the institution 
and the public hnd confidently expected. But, in 1790, some im 
portant changes took place, and a hnrmonious union of the contend- 
ing pnrties wns effected. Dr. Rush wns nppointed profesor of the 
institutes and pmctice of physic, and of clinicnl medicine. From this 

eriod the progress and improvement of the institution hnve been no 
far honournhle to the venerable foundera, thnn henelcinl to the com- 
munity. T h e  commnnding tnlents and profound erudition of Pro- 
fessors Rush, Wishr, Barton, Phyeick, Dorsey, Chnpmnn, and others, 
tnve given the medical school of Philadelphia, a celebrity which will 
probably long remnin unrivalled in the United States, and will ena- 
ble it to vie with the most elevnted seminnries of the European world. 
I t  has become the resort of studenfs from every section of our united 
confedemcy. Five hundred, in some seasons, hnve attended the va- 
rious courses of lectures; and the ir~nugural dissertntions of those who, 
frnrn time to time, received its honours, havo e~tended the fame of 
the school from which they have emnnated. At the commencement 
in June, 1771, the degree of A. S. was conferred on seven, and the 

' Dr. Clwsey o&rsll anatomical lectures at New Pork, in November, 1763; aad after 
rra&,in 1708, he, and others, proposed m p h r  kcturer at King'. College, my on u).k 
mJ, Nlfprg. and physic- 
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degree of M. D. on four cnndidates. Such hns been the prosperity of 
thia medicnl institution, the first founded in our country, that from tha 
most nccumte calculntion that can be mode, up to 1630, it is computed 
thnt between seven and eight thousand young men have receivzd in 
struction within its \vnlls, since its estnblishment ; nnd from this sourco, 
the remotest pnrtv of our union hnve been furnished with learned phy- 
sicians, who are ornnments to their profegsion. During the four 
n~onths' nttendnnce on the lectures, the class expends not less than 
200,000 dollnrs in the city of Philadelphin. 

As Dr. Willinm Shippen was tile first public lecturer in Philadel- 
phia, hnring commenced his anatomicid lectures there in the year 
1762, and thus leading the van in nn enterprise which hos become 
so eminently successful to others in subsequent years, it mny he cu- 
rious now to learn the meons by which he became qunlified to be 
such n leader-told in all the fmnk simplicity and nnivet6 of n fnther 
(himself a physicinn) sending forth his son as an adventurer for know- 
ledge abroad, nnd as n candidate for future usefulness and fume nt 
home. T h e  letters and MS. papers of the fnther hnving been undet 
my inspection, I hnve gleaned us follows, to wit: 

I n  September, 1758, Dr. William Shippen, Sen., writes to severnl 
persons in Englnnd to speok of his son Willinm, whom he then 
sends to London and Fmnce to perfect him in the medical o n  

My son (says he) haa had his educntion in the best college in this 
part of the country, and hiis been studying physic with me, besides 
which he  hns hud the opportunity of seeing the pmctice of every 
gentlen~nn of note in our city. But for wnnt of that variety of ope- 
mtions nnd those frcquent dissectione which are common in older 
countries, I must send him to Europe. His scheme is to p i n  d l  
the knowledge he can in nnntomy, physic, and surgery. H e  will 
stay in London for the winter, and shall attend Mr. Hunter's nnnto- 
mica1 lectures and privnte disaeciions, injections, kc., nnd at the 
mnle t in~e  go through n course of midwifery with Dr. Smellie; d so  
enter a pupil in Guy's Hospital. As soon ns the season is over he  
may go over to France and lire with Dr. Leese in Rouen, and there 
study physic until he can ass an exnminntion and take n degree 
Then  he may return to London, revisit the hospitnls, m d  come 
hotne." At the same time 11is good father does not forget "that 
better part," and earnestly conlmends his son to the spiritual 
guidance and oversight of his beloved friend, the Rev. George 
Whitfield. 

Under such auspices, Dr. Wm. Shippen, Jr, wns ennhled to T- 
turn to his country n doctor indeed, and nhly qualified by his tench- 
ing to mise a school of eminent pupils in the healing nrt. He 
directed his chief attention to the depnrtment of anntomy. His first 
public ndvertisement reads thus, viz. : " Dr. Wni. Shippen's annto- 
mica1 lectures will begin to-morrow evening, nt hi8 fnther's hnueein , 
Fourth street. Tickets for the course nt five piptoles each. Gen- 
tlemen who incline to see the subject prepared f o ~  the lectures, and 
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to learn the art of dissecting, iujecting, kc., are to pay five pistolea 
additional." 

Thus the lectures were begun in a private house in the ear 1762 
with only ten students. But he lived to enlarge him t i  entre--tc 
address 8 class of two hundred and fifty persons, and to see medical 
lectures diffused into five bmnches--nad Edinbu h iteelf rivalled 
here at home! H e  died at Germantown in 180 , and was mc- 
ceeded by Dr. Wism. 

3 
Who now know the lodity of this first lecture-mom! Or does 

any body cam to transfer their respect for the man, to the place 
where he began his career! I t  was on the premises late Yohe's 
hotel, in North Fourth street, a little above High street-then suffi- 
ciently out of town, with a long back yard leading to the alley open- 
ing out upon High etreet along the side of Warner's bookstore-by 
h a  they favoured the ingress and egreas of students in tho shades of. 
night. It was at first a terrific nnd appalling school to the good citi- 
zens. I t  was expected to fill the peaceful town with d uieted 
ghats-mobbing was talked of, rod not n little dreaded. ?t was 
therefore pretended that they contented themselves with the few 
criminal subjects they could procure; which wns further coun- 
tenanced by a published permission to him, by authority, to take the 
bodies of suicides. As the dead tell no tales, the excitement of the 
day subsided, und the affair wns dropped in genenl parlance--enve 
among the boys, with whom it lingered long- 

"And awful stories chnin'd the wondering ear! 
Or fnncy led, at midnight's fearful hour, 
With stding step, we saw the dreaded corse!" 

The tnles had not subsided when I was a boy, when, for want of 
facts, we surmised them. The lonely desolate house is yet slnnding 
by the stone brid~e over the Cohocksink, on north Third street, 
which all the boys of Philadelphia deemed the receptacle of dead 
bodies, where their flesh was boiled, rnd their bones burnt down 
for the use of the faculty! The proofs were apparent enough:- 
I t  wns always shut up-showed no out-door lubourers-had a con- 
stant stream of running water to wnsh off remains--had " No Ad- 
mittance," for ever grimly forbidding, at the door; and from the 
great chimney about once a fortnight issued great volumes of black 
smoke, filling the at~nosphere all the country round with a most 
noisome odour-offensive and dendly as ydwning grnves themselves! 
Does nobody remember this 1 Have none since smiled in their'man- 
hood to find it was n placo for boiling oil and making hnrtshorn- 
took thus for out of town to save the delicate apnsations of the citi- 
zens, by the considerate owner, Christopher Marshall l T h e  whole 
mjsteries of the place, and the suppo~ed doings of the doctors, war 
cause enough for ghost's complaints like these: 

"The body-snatchers ! they have come 
And made a snatch at me; 
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It's ve hard them kind of men 
~ o n ' t r e t  n body be! 
Don't go to w upon my grave 
And think chaxere I be ; 
They haven't left an mom there 
Of my anatomy !" 

But more certain discoveries were nf temrds mnde nt Dr. S h ~ p  
pen's nnntomid thentre in his ynrd. Time, which demolishes a1 
*hings, brought nt lnst all his buildings under the fi~ful chnnge of 
fashion "10 pull d o ~ r n  and build greater,"-when, in digging up  the 
ynrd for cellnr foundntions, they were surprised to find a gmve-ynrd 
and its mnterinls, not in nny record of the city! A thing in itself ns 
perplesing to the modems who beheld the bones, as it had been be. 
fore the trouble of the ancients! 

I n  1166, it ie publicly announced that "Dr. John i\Iorgan, pro- 
fessor of medicine in the ColIege of Philndelphin, is to join Dr. 
Willinm Shippen, Jr., in delivering lectures. Dr. Shippen to kc- 
ture on nnntomy, and Dr. Morgan on the mnteria medican T h u ~  
forming the first combinntion of lectures in Philndelphia, nnd indeed 
in the then colonies-n precedence to which Philndelphin still owes 
her renown in medical science. 

I n  1768, the name of Dr. Bond is nlso publicly nnnounced as to 
lecture on clinical practice, and Dr. Kuhn on the mnteria media- 
being so much added by the College to the two former lectures. 

I n  17'69, Dr. Benjamin Rush is mnde pmfeswr of chemistry to 
the College, and at  the some time Thomas Penn, Esq., mnkea a 
present of o complete chemicnl nppnrntus. 

I n  looking bnckfhrough the " long vish of yenrs thnt have fled," 
the memory nnd the fnncy can recrente the i~nngery of some of the ' 

men nnd t h i ~ g s  that were. My friend Lnng Sync, whose im@na- 
tion is lively, and his pen picturaque, hns portmyed the remem- 
bered phyeicinns of llis youthful dny, in a manner which may 
grntify those who ore not wholly nbsorbed in their otvd contempla- 
tions, to wit : 

One of the earliest, and one of the most vivid recollections in this 
city, by the reminiscent, is of the person of old Dr. Chovet, living, 
nt the time, directly opposite the (now) White Swan," in Race 
above Third street.. H e  it wns, who by his geni~ls, professional 
skill and perseverance, finnlly perfected hose wonderful (nt the time) 
nnntomical preparntions in wnx, which, since his denth, hnve been in 
possession of the Pennsylvnnia Hospital. These nnatomicnl prepa- 
rntions, the very sight of which is calculated to fill the mind mitb 
solemn nwe, while beholding not only the.streets, but the lanes, 

/ It might justly surprise the nt gwemtion to h o w  that, h 1778, this Dr. 
Ohmet advertised his anatom&ures to tats place at hi arnpliillrcatre at hi 
dwelling house in Wula streat, near the old feny-to continue during the winter-hia 
Ebarge three guineas. Observe, thd Water *t, t h ,  war tb chief plaes of nsidmcc 
to the best families of the businesa elm 
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alleys nnd inner chambers of the microcosm or little world of mm, 
was beheld by the writer only some few yeon since, forcing back 
upon the memory the once aged appenmnce of the doctor, contrnsted 
with the exertions mnde by him, nnd appnrent to every one who 
beheld him, to appear active and sprightly in business, clewing, na 
it were, to his "last sand." This  nged gentlernnn and physicinn 
was dmost daily to be seen pushing his way, in spite of his feebleness, 
in a kind of hasty wnlk, or mther shuffle ; his nged h a d ,  nnd stnight 
white hair, bowed nnd h n g i n g  forward beyond the cape of his 
black old-fashioned coot, mounted by a small cocked hat, closely 
turned upon the crown upwards behind, but projectingly, nnd out 
of d l  proportion, cocked bcfore and seemingly the impelling muse 
of his anxious forward movements; his aged Iips closely compressei 
(sans teeth) together, were in continual motion as though he were 
munching somewhot dl the while ; his golden-headed Indinn cnne, 
not used for his support, but dangling by a knotted black silken 
string from his wrist; the fcrrule of his cnne, and the heels of hi 
capacious shoes well lined in winter time with thick woollen cloth, 
might be heard jingling and scmping the pavement nt every step; 
he seemed on the street dcvays ns one hrrstening as fast ns his nged 
limbs would permit him, to some patient dangerously ill, without 
looking nt any one passing him to the right or left;, he  was alwnya 

ken of as possessing much snrcnstic wit ; and dso, for using ex- 
r t i v e s  in his common conversotion, in the opinion of those who 
epoke on the subject, to be neither useful nor ornamental. 

An anecdote, strikingly illustntive of the latter, might here be 
given of the doctor, and a member of the Society of Friends, who 
had lent him his great coat to shelter him on his way home, from the 
then idling mio. T h e  coat wns lonned by the Friend to the doctor, 
with a morn1 condition annexed ; which, upon the return of the cod, 
he  declared he had religiously performed-ddding, in facetious vein, 
a supplementnl remark to the Friend, descriptive of on unusual pro- 
pensity he found himself to be labouring under, during the whole 
time he hnd been enveloped in a plnin cont-having so snid and 
done, they sepamted on the most friendly terms, with n henrty laugh 
j n  both sides.-Does none remember? 

Dr. Thomns Say lived i n  Monvinn (now Bread) street, on the 
west side, near Arch street. Having to pass that way frequently to 
school, his person became very familiar. Jn fair weather, he  was to 
be seen, dmost daily, standing, dressed in-a light drnb suit, with his 
arms gently folded, and leaning with one shoulder agninst the cheek 
of the door, for the support evidently of his mther tall nnd slende~ 
frome-now weakened by we. H e  was the snpe  Dr. Thomas Sny 
i h o ,  many yeam before,?md been in a trance, of three days' 

In Ihs sbore caw of Dr. Chwst, we have a NiLing illaotmtion of tha changes of ' 
pndica Hem au .a ugcd phymdaa doing dl hb visit. on f d d a t  noa, P think 
tby  mwt viit  in their cdqa  
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contil.unnce; dunng which time in the body or out of h a  
body, he could not tell) he  beheld mnny wonderful mntten, aa is 
fully detniled in the LL Life of Thomns Say," now Wt, nnd written 
by his son Benjamin, deceased. H e  rvos of fnir complexion ; nnd 
his thinly spread hair, of the silvery white, slightly curled over, nnd 
behind the eam-in nppenmnce very venerable, in his speech ilrrd 
mnnner, mild nnd aminbk-ns  is well remembered concerning him, 
while he stood one day nfi'ectionntely ndmonishing some boys, who 
had gazed perhaps too rudely at  the nged man, of whom they hnd 
henrd, probably, that he  had seen nvision. H e  mildly advised them 
to pass on their way-pressing, at  the Enme time, and with Insting 
effect, upon the mind of one of them, never to store (sdd he) nt 
stronger< and nged men. 

T h e  next wed ohrsician of the Old School ~ ~ n s  Dr. Redmnn, 
who lived nexcdoo;tb~r. Ustick7s Baptist meeting-house, in Second 
nenr drch street T h e  doctor had retired from pmctice altogether, 
and mns known to the public eye as an nntiqunted looking old gen- 
demnn, usunlly hnbited in a broad-skirted dnrk coat, with long pocket 
flaps, buttoned across his under dress; wenring in strict conformity 
with the cut of the coat, a pair of Bnron Steuben's military shnped 
boots, coming above the knees, for riding; his hnt flapped before, 
nnd cocked up smnnly behind, corering a full bottomed powdered 
wig-in the front of which might be seen nn eagle-pointed nose, 
sepnmting a pair of piercing hinck eyes-his lips, exhibiting (but 
only now and then) n quick motion, as though nt the moment he 

endenvouring to e r tnc t  the essence of a small quid. AB thua 
described, in hub11 nnd in person, he wns to be seen nlnlost daily, in 
fair weather, mounted on a short, fat, blnck, switch-tailed horse, 
cod riding for his amusement and exercise, in a brisk rocking canter, 
h t  the streeta and suburbs of the city. 

H e  wm so well known, that in his nmbles about the town, on 
foot, he would step ,n, without ceremony, nt the first public office 

which presented itself to his view, nnd upon his seeing any vacant 
i a k  or writing tnble, set himself down, with n plensnnt nod to some 
one present, nnd begin writing his letter or men~ornndum. One dny, 
while thus occupied in his writing, he was suddenly addressed by a 
very fonvnrd presuming person, who mnnted of him some medicnl 
advice grntis. Finding himself thus interrupted, he lined the comer 
of his wig, ns usunl, nnd desired the person to repent his question, 
which he did, loudly, ns follows :-LC Doctor! what would you ndvise, 
as tne beet thing, for npnin in the brenst?" The.wig having dropped 
to its proper pluce, the doctor, nftern seemingly profound study for 
a moment on the ~ubject, replied, "Oh!  ny-1 will tell you, my 
good friend-the very best thing I could ndvise you to do for a pnio 
in the brenst is t o - c ~ n s u l t  your physicinn!" 

These three veternns of the city, in the science nnd pracbce of , 
medicine in the time of the colonies-like three remaining apples, 
sepnmte and lonely upon the uppermost bough of o lentless tree, 



were finally shaken to the ground, by the unrelenting wind of death, 
nnd pthered to the narrow house," as very readily surmised by 
the reader, no doubt. 

My friend, Nr. P., nnotber Philadelphian, long residing in New 
York, has also communicated hi reminiscences of some of the Phi- 
fndelphia faculty, as they stood itnpressed upon his boyish judgment 
nnd feelings, which I shall add, to wit: 

I wish to mention the names of a few physicians in my day. 
Dr. W~llioln Shippen, Sen., resided, when he left off pmctice, in 
Germantown; at the age of ninety, he would ride in and out of the 
city, on horseback, f1d1 gnllop, without an overcoat, in the coldest 
weather. Dr. Thomas Bond died in 1754; always rode in a small 
phaeton; resided in Second street, near Norris' alley. Dr. Redman 
resided near the Baptist Meeting. in Second street ; a small black JUy 
had the honour to cwry the doctor on his visits, and would await his 
return at the door of the patient; the doctor would sometimes kindly 
lend his creature, but she was sure to throw the rider. Dr. Chovet, 
a most eccentric iuan, full of anecdote, and noted for his propensity 
for what is now termed quizzing, resided in Race above Third street. 
T h e  doctor was what was termed n tory; was licensed to say and do 
what he plensed, at which no one took umbnge. H e  one dny en- 
tered the old Coffee-house, corner of Market and Front streets, with 
an open letter in his hand; it was 12 o'clock, change hour, the 
merchants all nssernbled. On seeing the doctor, r l~ey surrounded 
him, inquiring what news he had in tlrnt letter, which he stated he 
had just received by a king's ship arrived at New Yorlz. I n  reply 
to the inquiry, he mid that the letter contnined information of the 
death of an old cobbler in London, who had his stall in one of the 
by-streets, and asked the gentlemen what they supposed the cobbler 
had died worth? One mid 35000, another 310,000, arid another 
320,000 sterling. No,gentlemen, no, you are all mistitken. Not one 
farthing, gentlemen,' running out, laughing at the joke at the ex- 
pense of the collected mercnntile wisdom of the city. Another time, 
hirving been sent for by the Spanish minister, Don Juan, (I forge. 
his name,) who resided in old Mr. Chew's house, in Third, between 
Walnut and Spruce streets, the weather being rather unpleas;mt, the 
a m b d o r  ordered his carilnge to the door to convey the doctor 
home-the doctor, full of fun and joke, directed the coachmon to 
drive by the Coffee-house, which, ns he approached, was perceived 
by the merchants, who immediately drew up in order, hats o f ,  to pay 
their respects to the Don, as minister from a friendly power. .The 
doctor kept himself close back in the cnrringe until directly opposite 
the Cofee-house ; the gentlemen nll bowing and scmping, when he 

ops out his head-< Good morning, gentlemeo; good moiniqg; I 
Rope you are all well; thnnk you, in the name of hia napsty, 
King Geo e,' and drove off, laughing heartily at having ngain joked 

, with the P '% iladelphin whip." 
T h e  few physicians mentioned in the preceding noticea as having 
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their pacing nags, or a little wheeled vehicle, are intended as riuibea 
among the profession. Tt was only an indulgence awarded to the 
nged nnd infirm to submit to motive nssistimcc Any young mno 
resorting to it would have endangered his reputation and practice 
Dr. Rush has told hi friends how often he visited Kensington on 
foot to serve poor sick persons, from whom he expected nothing 
directly, but by the fame of whish, in his successful practice in their 
behnlf, he indirectly was rewarded rrith his future choice of pmctice 
there.. I t  was not only to wdk far, for smaller reward, hut the time 
was before the fashion of umbrellas and boots, that they had to 
wade through unpwed lanes and nlleys without defence qninst 
storms of rnin, hnil, or snow ! As if it were inferred that men who 
professed to heal d l  mdadies, should themselves be invulnenble to 
the assaults of disease. 

I n  extreme olden time, occasional indulgence nns enjoyed by the 
faculty, under an oiled linen hat cover, and n large shoulder a p e  of 
like material, called a roquelaure-it was intended as a kind of storm 
shed, to shield the upper works only.? Wet feet or drer~ched lower 
iimbs,with the then hnrdy sons of Esculapius, were not lhg!-or  if 
regarded, it was only as the Indiaas feel for feeble children-by con- 
cluding thnt those who could not encounter the necesjary exposure3 
of the hunter's life, were not worth the keeping. 

In  trncing some of the leading features of our domestic history of 
medicine, there is one modem and ~nodish change of prnctice which 
has almost subverted all former scruples of sex, and given a large 
accession of husiness to the faculty. We mean the transfer of mid- 
wifeq from the hands of the grindames to professional men. Thie 
very thing shows. the powerfir1 nscendency of custom. T h e  same 
ladies are still living who once, in all cases short of the extremities 
of death, would have resisted the approach of the man-midwife, yet 
came at length to submit themselves to thnt nssistnnce. Its intro- 
duction as a prnc~ice (prevalent as it now is) came into use only 
since the year 1790. This new memure was deemed- in necessary 
accordance with our new notions of foreign luxuries-in furniture, 
eqnipage and dress, and from the same causes, to wit: the greatly 
increased ability w p y  for whntever was deemed modish and novel. 
T h e  innwntion being once adopted in high life, soon '' infected 
downward all the gmdunted scale," till, finally, the whole service ie 
engrossed by obstetric professors. Mrs. Lydia Robinson, at the q e  
of 70 years, in 1769, had, in her services of thirty-five yenrs, at and 
near New London, Connecticut, " delivered 1300 children, and nevcr 
lost one." Can any skill in science surpass that! 

/ 
The very rodenen of such a man as Dr. Rush, show. by ib l d i t y  how little they 

ragarded h o w  or stabling tbm-it being a bank house on (he ear( side of Front atre&, 
above Walnut It was long a bhiomble loeation for a physiaan or gentleman, although 
it had not one foot of yard 

told Mm Shoe&, who nw thorn in uae,.aid mintbn Jlo nsed &am. 'U 
booked m u d  the neck aad daamded to the loins loom .r a do& d round. 
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Before this em, the crisis of all our mothers, and the hopes of all 
our fore fat he^, was committed to '[female women" who, if they had 
not the science of their successors, had a potent ~d ready a i s t imt  in 
Dame Nature, (for reason as we will, facts are stubborn things,) nnl  
it must be conceded, that the issue, in such hands, wos eqadly satis 
factory to all concerned. 

Now, the gentlemen of the profession, always men of influence 
and chamcter, me known in every street and public hall; but then 
there was a kind of mysterious concedment of the good grandame, 
that made her, when rarely seen or spoken of among the younger 
members of the family, a being of some nondescript relatiotl-some- 
thing sui-gcneris, and ns myelerious in l ~ e r  visits or goings abroad us 
her occupation itself. Some of their names and persons p a s  in re- 
view while we write, but we are aware that (hey are things not to be 
expatiated upon with the present genemrion. But as the office and 
the service were worthy they had their esteem in days of " Lang 
Syne7'--even to publish elegiac pnise. O n  the 6th of January, 
172930, wus published in the Gazette, the decease of such a useful 
matron, to wit: '' Yesterday died Mary Broadway, uged 100 yeam- 
a noted midwife-her constitution wore well to the last, und she 
could read without spectacles." On this worthy woman was after- 
wards published an elegy, which in a short t ~ m e  went through twvr 
editions. Who now can show it! Perchnnce from the muee of 
Aquilln Rose, or from the poet Keimer ! With that loss we have 
dso to deplore the extinction of the first published medical tnct  in 
our annals-an essay of the year 1740, by Dr. Thornus Cad\\dlader, 
on the iliac pnssion! But a more modern granda.ne, dnwn  to my 
hand, may close this notice, to wit: " At Secoud and Dock streets I 
would remember the house once occupied by Mrs. Lydia Darnch, a 
whig of the Revolution,* who assisted in increasing the censlis of 
the city more than any other lady of her profession. Finally, if 
they thus differed in their services afforded to our mothers, our 
niothen also in  :tun us much direred in their former mode of mist-  
i1.2 the little stmngers, by means called killing, by (.he moderns, 
rnnugre all which, we siouted it out and lived! " T h e  babe then 
must be etraitly rolled round the waist with a linen swaths and 
loaded wlth clothes until it collld scarcely breathe, and when unweli 
or fretful was dosed with spirits and water steu cd with spicery. T h e  
mother in the mean time was refreshed with rum, either buttered or 
made into hot tiB!"? In all this the initiated suficieo~ly know the 
marked dissimilar views and practice now!. 

With the increase of luxuries have come in the indolent hnbits of 
repose and tnMe indulgences, creating a new disease quite unlcnotvr 
to our robust ancestors. They had never heard of the present . 

* Her generous whiggism may be found told under the ehapter on Lhs War of I d e  
, pndsnm 
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modish nnme of " dyspepsi~" Indigestion, if it troubled t l ie~n d e i  
occrwionnl excess iu banqueting, IVUS quickly cnst off by the stout 
efforts of Dame Nature. Men nnd midens then walked much more 
than they rode, and pursued active employme'nffi quite as 111uch as 
they rend. They had not then learned to cloy themselves with the 
varieties of the restornteur's art :-French stilnulnnts were unknown 
Even h e  s e d e n t q  hntits of study were then unnfiicted, m d  the 
idea of n "diseuse of genius," now so culled, hnd never been placed 
to the Innladies of profesionnl men. 

T h e  following presentr 11 list of d l  the physicinns and surgeons, 
ns they existed in Philadelphia, soon after the pence of 1533, to 
which is & x e d  he i r  residences; which nre here ndded for the 4 - e  
of showing what were then deemed their best locations for business - 
to wit : 

James Batchelor,Tatmstreet, between Alnlo~ld and Cntharine sts 
Baranbus Binney, Arch street, between Founh and Fifth streets 
Bond & Wilson, Second street, between Mnrket and Arch streeta 
John Bnker, Dentist, Second street, between Walnut and Spruce 

P eet8. 
John Carson, Third street, between Chestnut nnd Wnlnur streets. 
Wm. Clarltson, f i m d  ttreet, b e t ~ c e n  Union nnd Pine streets. 
Gerrnrdus Clurkson, Pine street, between Front and Second streets. 
Abrnham Choret, Race street, betryeen Third and Fourth streets 
Wil l im Curry, corner Second and Pine streets. 
Benjamin Duffield, fiord street, between S o u h  nod Almond stli 
James Dunlnp, Mnrket street, between Fifth and Sixth streets. 
Nathan Dobey, f i o r d  street, leiween Wnlnut and Spruce streete 
Samuel Duffield, Chestnut street, between Second and Third ste 
John Foulk, Fkont street, between Murket and Arch streets. 
George Glentworth, Arch street, betweell Front and Second streeta 
Pzter Glentwortl~, f ioat  stnet ,  between Mnrket and Arch streete 
Joseph Gos,  f i m t  street, between Wdnu t  nnd Spruce streets. 
Snml. K. Grifiith, Union street, between Second nnd.Third streeta 
JamesGardette,Dentist, corner Third and Pear streets. 
JnmesHutchinson, Second street, between Wnlnut and Spruce sts 
Robert IInrris, Spruce street, between Second nnd Third streets 
John Jones, Mnrket street, between Second Third Etreets. 
Michael Jennings, Mornvian nlley, (Bread sb~et . )  
Jackson R: S~liith, Second street, between Mnrket and Chestnut ata 
John Kehltne, Race street, between Second and Third streeta 
Adnm Kucher, Second street, between Chestnut nnd Wn!n~~t  sts 
George Lyle, Front street, near Poole's bridge. 
John Morgnn, corner Second and Spruce streets. 
John Morris, Chestnut street, between Front and Second atreea. 

1 Peter Peres, a French gentlemon, north Second street, corner of 
Brown street, Northern Liberties. 

Joseph PhiEer, n German gentlemnn, Second street, between Vie 
and Callowhill streeu. 
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Thos. Park, Fourth street, between Chestnut md Market streets 
Benjamin Rush, Second street, between Chestnutnnd Wnlnut sta 
Fredk. Rnpp, Third street, between Race and Vine streets. 
John Redmnn, Second street, between Nnrket nnd Arch streets. 
Joseph Redmnn, Mnrket street, between Fifih md Sisth streeta 
Benj. Sny, Second street, between Arch nnd h c e  streets. 
IVm. Smith, Arch street, between Front and Second streets. 
Snml. Shober, fioni street, between South nnd Almond streefs 
Thos. Shnw, comer Z h r t  and Callowhill streets. 
Wm. Shippen, Second street, between Wnlnut and Spnice streets. 
Benj. Vnnleer, IVater street, between Race nnd Vine streeta 

A few words may be ndded, because exemption from error or in- 
justice is not the lot of humanity. An annnlist, without ill-nature, 
may tell all. - 

The name of Dr. E. J., chemist, hns not been previously intro- 
duced to the notice of the renders ns among the preceding roU, hie 
being an exempt case, and himself un enfont perdu. He hod the 
misfortune grently to overplny his pnrt in a cnse of intended meni- 
rnent, which set the whole town in commotion and indignation. 
The circumstnncea ure strnnge :-In the year 1737 an apprentice lad 
living with the mid Dr. J. hnd expressed a desire to be initiated into 
the mysteries of masonry. The doctor and some of his friends affected 
to become operntors, with n design to mnke their sport of his simplicity 
and credulity. He wns blindfolded, nnd was to sny cemin profane 
words to the devil. They then administered to him a cup, which 
some mid wns in imitation of a sncrnment, in which wns a strong 
dose of physic. Being led to kiss n hook to swear upon, he waa 
made to kiss o substitute, intended to much incrense the rude sport 
of the compnny. Then spirits was set on fire, hnving a deposit of 
salt, intended to cnuse the nppenrnncc called "snnp dragon," which 
givw to every face near it the pule hue of death.. The lnd was 
here uncovered so ns to see them, but not being terrified, ns they ex- 
pected or wished, although one of the compnny was clothed in a 
corn's hide nnd horns, Dr. J., as if infntuated with his mischievous 
fancies, actually cast the pnn of x m ~ n ~  burning spirits upon the 
poor lnd's bosom ! This fntnl mva~ terminnted in the denth of the 
ynung mnn-for aRer languishing three days in delirium he died. 
The facts thus lengthened by the proofs in the clue, have been.told 
ns they nppenred in substance at the trial-for the act being n felony 
in ita nature, mused the arrest of the doctor, and his distress in his 
turn. As he and his companions were withal Free Masons, it 
brought reproach upon the fraternity. They had therefore to repel 

H.nlu in 11" hta espom of m n o q ,  up he n w  thu thing pnetiad in hb lodgr 
tn viain. 
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it by holdilg a special meeting, and publicly expressit~g their nbhor 
r a c e  of the a c t  On this occasion an article appeared Irr the Mer- 
cury of 1737-3, winst Benjmnln Fnnklin,  who wns privy to some 
of the affair, and his vindication is given in his paper, No. 479, en- 
tirely exculpating himself. 

At the em of the revolution. Dr. John Keamlev, nlthouah other- 
wise a citizen of good chnrncter hnd standing, bec&e exposed to the 
WITS and insults of the peopIe, by his nrdent loyalism : being natu- 
rally impetuous in his temper, 11e gave much umbruge to the w h i p  
of the day, by his nsh expressions. I t  was intended, therefore, to 
sober his feelings by the argument of "far and feathers." H e  xvn~ 
seized at midday, at his own door, in Front a little below High 
street, by a of the militin, and in hip attempt to resist them he 
received a bayonet wound in his hand. Mr. Gmydon, a bystander, 
has told the sequel. H e  wns forced into n cart, and, nrnidst a multi- 
tude of boys and idlers, paraded though the streets to the tune of the 
Rogne's March. T h e  concourse brought him before the ColTee-house, 
where they halted ; the doctor, foaming with and indignation, 
without a hia wig dishevelled, and ltimself bloody from his 
wounded hand, stood up in the cart and called for a bowl of punch ; 
when ao vehement v~tts his thirst, that he swnllowed it d l  ere he took 
it from his lips. L L  I was shocked," ~ a y s  Gmydon:,LL at the spectncle, 
thus to see a lately respected citizen so viltfieil. I t  is gnteful to 
add, however, that they proceeded to no further violence, thus proving 
that n Philadelphia mob has some sense of restmint But although 
the doctor was nllowed to escape the threatened tar and feathers, the 
octud indignity so inffnmed nnd maddened his spirit, ttrnt his friends 
had to confine hit? for n time, as an insane. H e  died during the 
war--a resident nt Carlisle. I n  contrndistinguishing him from his 
once populnr uncle of the snme name and profession, he wns usually 
called 'L tory doctor." 

T h e  forced display and qunckery of medicine, as we now see it 
in stnrinq cnpitnls, saluting LA with impudent front at every turn. 
is nn affair of modern growth nnd patronuge-nll full of promise 
for renovoting age !- 

'I Roses for the cheeks, 
And lilies for the l~rorvs of faded age, 
Teeth for the toothless, ringlets for the bald!" 

On to ics like these, our simple forefalhen were almost wholly 
silent, J e t  we have on word  some "fond dreums of hope," of good , Mn. Sibyllti Masters, (wife of Thotnns,) who went out to England, 
in 1711-12, to make her fortune abroad, by the patent and snle of 
her Tuscnrom rice," so called. It was her prepamtion from our' 
Cndinn corn, made into sometliing like our hominy, and which aha 
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then strongly recommended us a food peculiarly adapted for the re- 
lief and recovery of conoumptive and sickly persons. After she had 
procured the patent, her hu-band set up a water-mill and suili~blr 
works near Philadelphia, to make it in quantities for %re. There 
was much lack of consumpdve people in those robust days. Possibly 
some one may now take the hint, and revive it for the benefit of the 
sufferers and the~nselves! 

About the year 1739,I saw much mid in the ,wel t s  of the newly- 
discovered virtu= of the Seneka rndesnake root; and mhile the ex- 
citement wvw high? Dr. John Tennant got d 100 from the Virginia 
colony, for proving its use in curing the pleurisy. 

In October, 1745, Fnncis Torres, a Frenchman,-(probably the 
first, and for a long time lonely and neglected quack, In our annals) 
advertises [he sale of the Chinese stone, with some powders, bod1 to 
be applied outwardly, and to erect strange cures indeed--all ally 
proved by Iris certificates? The  stone wns n chemical prepantion; 
when applied to the bite of n nttlesnake, or any such poison, it cured 
immediately. I t  could draw off humours, cancers, swellings, pains, 
rheumatisms, toothache ; gently mitigated labour pains, ud pangs 
of the gout, k c .  Might it not be t i  good investment to win intro- 
duce some from Clitna? Such a s:one would prove the philoso- 
pher's stone-like Midas' finger, converting whnt it touched to gold- 
the usual desidemtiim in those who seU. 

When city physicinns mnde their 41s on foot, it is obvious that 
11 wns R convenience b have their hospital and poorhouse much 
nearer than they now ore. T h e  hospital, therefore, a two-story house 
of double front, lately standing, was the hired house of Judge Kinsey, 
on the south side of High street, fourth house west of Fifth street, 
having then much open ground and fruit trees in the rear. T h e  
poorhoitae, at the same time, was near the centre of an open meadow, 
extending from Spruce to Pine, and from Third to Fourth streets. 

I n  the time of the war, ns hna been told under its appropriate head, 
they innde use of several empty private houses for the reception of 
the sick soldiery by the camp fever. T h e  house of the present 
Schuylkill Bank, at the south-east corner of Sixth and High streets: 
then desetted by the tory owner, Lawyer Galloway, was filled with 
those feeble men of war. At the same time, the large building io 
Chestnut street (late Judge Tilghman's) was also so used. . 

No history of Philndelphia would be complete, which should over 
look the eventful period of 1793, when the fatal yellow fever mod., 

' its rnvnges there. I t  is an event which should never be forgotten. 
because, whether we reprd it ae a natural or a spiritual scourge, (ef 

33. 



fected by the divine power,) it is a cnlamity which may revisit us. 
and which, therefore, ehould be duly considered, or we suffer it to 
lose its proper mom1 influence. 

T h e  medical histories and officinl accounts of that disastrous period 
are in print before the public, nnd, in genernl term, give the state- 
ment of the rise, progress, and termination of the disease, and the lists 
of the weekly, montldy,and totnl denllts: but the idem of the readct 
are too genenilized to be properly affected with the measure of intli- 
vidual sufTeringi therefore, the facts wlticll I have preserved on thnt 
lnemornble occasion, are calculilted to snppty thtlt defect, and to bring 
the ahole liolne to people's interests and bosoms. 

Let the reader think of ir desola~ion which shut up nearly a11 the 
us11;11 cllurclles; their pastors genernlly fled, and their congreptions 
sca~~ered ; the few t h n ~  still nsse~ubled in small circles for religious 
exercises, not witllout just fears flint their i~ssembling migl~t contnlu- 
nicnte the disease fro111 one to the other. No light nnd carelcss 
hearets tl~en appeared, and no flippnnt prencl~ing to indulge itching 
ears: dl, all ~si~ssolemn and impressive. They then feltand thought 
h e y  should not 1111 meet agnin on i~ like occnsion ; death, judgment, 
and eternity then possessed the minds of all who so assembled. 

Look, then, in which way you would tl~rorlgh the streeta,nnd yo11 
mw the exposed coffins ou chair-wheels, either in quick motion, or 
YOU maw the wheels dmwn before Ilousee to receive heir  pestilentid 
charge. Then family, friends, or mourners scarcely ever accolnpo- 
oied then1 ; and no coffins were udorned to please the eye; but coarse, 
stained wood, of hasty fabric, received then1 all. The  graves were 
not dug singly, but pits, which might receive many before entire fill- 
ing up, were opened. I n  the streets you met no cheerful, hcedles 
faces, but pensive downcast eyes and hurried steps, hnstening to the 
necessary calls of the sick. ' 

Then the haunts of vice were shut up; drunkenness nnd revelling 
found no compnoions ; tavern doors grew rusty on their hinges ; the 
lewd or merry song \vns 1111shed ; letvdnes? perislled or wns bnniehcd, 
and men generully culled upon God. Men saluted ench other ns if 
doubting to be met ngain, and their conversation for the moment 
was nbout their severul loses nnd sr~IYerings. 

T h e  facts of moving incidents," in individual cnses, prepnred fot 
the present article, have been necessarily excluded from lack of room, 
but mny herenfter be ~cnsulted on pnges 210 to 213 in my MS. An 
rials in the Historicnl Society of Penn~ylvanio. 
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'' He comes ! the herald of n noisy world 3 
News from all nntions, lurnb'riry nt his back!" 

THERE is nothing in which the days of 'LAr~ld Lnng Syne" 
Itlore differ from the present, than in the astonishing facilities now 
afirded for rnpid conveyances from place to place,and, of coarse, 
in th? quick delivery of communications by the mnil. Before the 
year 1755, five to six weeks were consumed in writing to and receiv- 
ing nn answer from Boston. A11 the letters were conveyed on howe- 
back, at  a snoil-pace gait--slow, but sure. T h e  first stage between 
Boston and New York commenced on the 24th of June, 1772, to 
run once a  fortnight,^ '&a useful, new, and expensive undertirking;" 
"to stnrt on the 13th, and to arrive either to or from either of those 
places on the 23th,"-L~IIS making thirteen days of trnvel!. Now, 
it travels the rune distance in fourteen hours! T h e  first stage be- 
tween Xew York and I'hiladelphia, begun in 1756, occupied three 
days, and now itaccomplisl~es it in sir  hours! - 

Nor are those former prolonged movements peculiar to us. I t  wne 
even so with o w  British ancestors, not very long before us! W e  
have a specimen of their sluggish doings in this matter, na late as the 
year 1712. 'LThe  New Cnstle Cournnt" of that year contdns a 
s t q e  advertisement, saying that " d l  who desire to pnss from Edin- 
boro' to London, or from London to Edinboro', let them repair to 
Mr. John Baillie's, &c., every other Saturday and Monday, a t  both 
of which places they may be received in a see conch, which per- 
forms the whole journey in thirteen days, without stoppnge, (if God 
permit,) having eighty able horses to perform the whole strye." Now 
the same distance 1s performed in forty-eix hours! On the whole, it ' 

is manifest the whole civilized world have learned to move every 
where with accelernted motion! T h e  facts, as they were in the olden 
time, are to the following effect, lo wit :- 

I n  July, 1653, William Penn issued an order for the establishment 
of a ost office, and grnnted to Henry WnIdy, of Tekonay, nuthority 
to 110 f d one, and touupply pnsengers with hones from Pldadelphin 
to New Castle, or to the Fdls." T h e  ntes  of post,ye were, to wit:- 
" Letters from the Fulls to Philadelphia, 3d.-to Chester, 5d.-to 
New Castle, 'id.-Jo Maryland, 9d.--and frorn Pliiladel liio to Ches- 
ter, 2d.-to New Castle, Id.-and to Maryland 6d." T 7 1i3 post went 
cnce a meek, and was lo be carefully published "on the meeting- a 

-Madam Knight's Joumnl," of the gear 1704, mhown that she waa. tao  weeks in 
riding with the postman, aa her guide, from Boston to Row York. In mont of the towns 
aho mw Indinna. She often low wampum p~ssingaa moncy among the pcoplc; but 6d. a 
mud, at inns,& Tobnm waauseJ and sold under the name of black jenk. Mm Shippn, 
loon after hnr marrings in 1702, came fmm B&n to Phihdnlphia on horaebnck, bring 
ing a bnby on her Inp. 
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house door, nod other public plnces." These facts I found in the 
NSS. of the Pemberton family. A regular act for a post-office nt 
Philadelphia wns first enacted in the year 1700. 

Colooel John Hamilton, of New Jersey, and son of Governor An- 
drew Hamilton, first devised the post-office scheme for British Anle- 
rica, for which he obtained a patent, and the profits accruing. After- 
wards, he sold it to the crown, and a member of parlinment was n p  
pointed for the whale, with a right to have his substitute reside in 
Sew York. 

In  December, 1717, Jonathan Dickinson writes to his correspond 
cut, saying, " W e  have a settled post from Virginia and Mllrylmtl 
unto us, and goes throu@ all our northern colonies, whereby advices 
fro111 Bostou unto JVili~amsburg, in Virginia, is con~pleted in four 
weeks. from illarch to December. and in double that time in the other 
1110nh; of the year." 

In  1722. the Gnzette s~vs.--'~ We have been these three days ex 
pecting rile' New York &,'as usunl, but he is not yet nrrived," nl- P" tl~ongh three days over  is time! 

In  1525, the moil to Annapolis is opened this year to go once a 
fortnight in sunlmer and once a month in winter, via New Cnsde, 
&c., to the Western Shore, ond hack to the Enstern Shore; ma- 
naged by TVilliam Bradford in Philndelphia, ~d by William Parks 
in Annilpolis. 

In  December, 1729, the Gnzette announcm, that '' while the New 
York post continues his fortnight strye, we shall publish but once n 
week as in former times.'' I n  the summer it went once R week. 

In  1735, Henry Pmtt is mnde riding posttnnster for all the slof;ee 
between Philndelphia and Nervport, in Virginia ; 10 sct out in the 
beginning of each month, nnd to return in twenty-four days. T o  
11in1, all merchan~,  &c., mn confide their letters and otlier business, 
he haring given security to t e postnmter genenl. I n  this day we 
can hare but little conception of his lonely rides t l~rougl~ imperfect 
roads; of his laying out nt times all night, and giving his horse a 
mnge of rope to browse, w lde  he should make his letter-pack his 
pillow, on the ground ! 

In 1744, it is announced in the Gnzette, that the LL northern post 
begins his fortnight stnges on Tuesday next, for the winter season." 

In 1745: John Dalley, surveyor, stntes tlmt he hns just mnde sur- 
vey of the road frond Trenton to Amboy, and h id  set up marks at 
every two miles, to guide the traveller. I t  wns done by private sub- 
scriptions, and he proposes to do the whole road from Philadelphia to 
New York, in the same way, if a sum can be made up! 

I n  1749, when Professor Knlm nrrived at Phildelphin from Lon- 
don, many of the inhabitirnb came on board his vessel for letters. 
Such ns were not called for, were hken to the CoiYee-house, where 
everybody could make inquiry for then,, thus showing that, then. 
?he post-ofice did not seem to claim n right to distribute tlien~ ns now' 

111 1753, the delivery of letters hy the penny post wna first begun 
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A t  the same ume began the pmctice of advertising remaining letters 
ill the office. T h e  letters for all the neighbouring coun~irs went to 
Pltilndelphin, and Iny there till d l e d  for--&us, letters for New- 
town, Bristol, Chester, Kew CnsBe, kc., are to be called for in Phila- 
del plrin. 

Even nt that lnte period, the nortkrn mail goes and returns but 
once a week in sunmer, and once   fortnight in winter, just ns it did 
twentyfive years before. 

But in October, l i64 ,n  new irnpulse is given, so as to start for New 
York thereafter, on Monday, Wednmdsy, and Fridny; nnd in t l ~ e  
winter once a week. This, therefore, mnrks the period of n new em 
in the mnil estnlrlishment of our country. I t  owed this irnpulse,ex- 
tending also to Boston, to the rnanrgement of our Frnnklin, made 
postmnster general. 

I n  1755, the postmaster g e n e d ,  Benjamin Fmnklin, publishes, 
that to nid tmde, kc., he  gives notice, thnt herenfter, the winter 
northern mail from Philndelpl~ia to New Englnud, which used to 
set out but once a fortnight,  hall start once a week nlC the year 
round,-it whereby answers mny be obtnined to letters between 
Philitdelphin und Boston, in three weeks, which used to require sis 
weeks !" 

Iu 1768, newspnpers which nforetime were carried post free per 
mnil, will, by the reason of their great incrense, be chnnged therenf- 
ter to the small price of 9d. a yenr, for fifty miles, and 1s. 6d. for one 
hundred miles. This  wns, most probnbly, the private emolument of 
the rider; the papers themselves not having been moiled at  d l ,  it ia - - - 
probable. 

Finnlly, in 1774, which brings coloninl things nearly to its final 
close, by the war of Independence, soon after, we read thnt LC John 
Pcrkins engageG3 to ride post to cnrry tlte nmil once a week to Bnlti- 
more, and will take dong  or bring back led ho~ses or any parcels.'' 

Irnmedlntely nfier the second Congress met in May 1775, h e y  
appointed a committee to report a echemeof a post " forconveyirtg ler- 
ters and intelligence through this continent." I n  July following, 
nn estnblisl~ment was mnde under a postmnster general, to be locnted 
at Pltiladelphin-"he to form a line of posts from Fnl~nouth, New 
Englond, to Snvnnnah, in Ceorgin, with cross posts w h e ~ e  needful." 
S w h  a postmnster geneml hud $1000 per nnnuln, nnd n secretnry 
rind comptroller nt $340 eac11-a small aDir indeed then! Benja 
min Franklin was this postmaster geneml. In the following year, 
OW ofice was conferred on Richard Bnche. T o  carry tlte mnils, 
nrlcrs were appointed for every twent y-five miles, to deliver from one . 
11) the other, and ret1tt.n to their stnrting places, they to tmvel day 
w d  nigllt, and to be faithful men and true. 

At the snnle time it was ordered thnt three advice bonk should be 
established, one to ply between North Carolina nnd such ports as 
qhall be most convenient to the plnce where Congress shall be s i t t q  
-me other between the State of Georgia and the same port The  

voz. 11.-2 z 
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boats to be anned, aod to be freighted by individuuls f a  the d e  of 
dilninlsl~ing the public expense." Sometimes currying perchance, 
oysters, potatoes, apples, k c .  

I n  November, 1776, authority was given to employ extra post 
riders between the armies, from their head quarters to Philadelphia." 

T h e  pay of the postmaster genernl was increased to $2000, in 
April, 1779. 

In  1779, the post \\-as regulated " to orrive and set out trciee a week 
at the place where Congress slrall be sitting, "to go as far as Boston, 
and to Charleston, South Carolina." I n  consequence of this alleged 
increme of Lusiness, the postmaster general wus to receive $6000 
per nnnutn, and the con~ptroller $4000, meaning continentd nloney, 
we presume, for in September, 1750, the postnlwter genernl actually 
received but $1000, and the comptroller but $600. T h e  surveyor 
$533, in specie. Besides these two officers in tlle post department, 
there wns a secretary, who acted aa clerk to the postmaster gened .  
T h e  comptroller settled the accounts nnd \vus the bookkeeper. 
There were three surveyors who were to tmud m d  inspect the con- 
duct of riders, kc .  There was also on inspector of dead letters, at  
a salary of $100 a year-now there ore four clerks cons~mdv em- 
ployed at this service, inspecting upwards of a tnillion of dead leuera 
in a year! T h e  post riders furnished their own horsesand fornge,- 
and when much exposed, through nny country possessed by the 
enemy, they had an occasional militarp escort- 

GAZETTES AND T H E  P R I N T I N G  PRESS. 

csThese mark the every-day affairs o r  life." 

THE early newspapers are by no means such miscellone~us and 
o~nusing thing'tis our modem use of them might lead us to con. 
ceive. They are very tame, and the news, which is generally foreign, 
is told in very dull prose; very little like jest or mirth uppears in m y  
of them. Fruitful as Franklin was in urnusing writing!, it is redly 
surprising how very devoid of Spectator-like articles h ~ s  paper is ,  
but very little has been furnished by his pen. H e  must have deemed 
it out of place for his paper, and therefore confined his essays to his 
" Poor Richard's Alman:tc," which isas so favourably received us to 
call for three editions in the Eame year. Reflections on men and 
Inanners of that day, to which he was so very competeat, would 
have been very interesting and judicious; but I have found nothing. 
Probably the even tenor of their way," in the days of hie chicf 
residence among us, excited no cause of remarks, and that it wu 
chie@since the Revolution thatwe began to deserve .emarb on &a 
-,hanging chancter of the times and the people. 
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But nfter every omission and neglect in such editors, old newspa- 
ers ore still unavoidably a kind of mimr of their age, for they 

&ing up the very nge with all its bustle and every dry occurrence, 
and mark its genius and its spirit, more tbnn the most laboured de- 
scription of d ~ e  historinn. Sometime. a single advenisernent inci. 
aentdly LL  prolong^ die dubious tale." An old pnper must make us 
thoughtful, for me also shdl mnke our exit; there every name we 
read of in print is alredy cut upon tombstones. The names of doc- 
tors have followed heir patients'; the merchants have gone after their 
perished ships, nnd the celebmted wtor fumiehes his own skull for hi 
successor in Hrunlet 

L' The  American Weekly Xercury" wns begun by Andrew Bmd- 
ford, son of William, in Philndelphia, 1719, in compny with John 
Copson. T h h  wau t l~e first gazette ever published it1 our city. It  
was begun the 22d of December, 1719, at 10 shilling per annum. 
The general object of the paper is ~d to be '&to encourage tmde." 
Itdoea not seem to be the spirit of the paper t give the local news, 
or rather, they did not seem to deem it worthy their mention. It 
might Itrave been but "a tale twice told," for which they were un- 
willing to pay, while they thought every man could know his do- 
mestic news without im advertiser. Foreign news and custom-house 
entries, inwards and outwards, includi equally the pons of New 
York and Boston, constituted the gene 3 contents of every Xercury. 

In November, 1742, the publisher, Andrew Brndfonl, died, and 
the paper \voa set in mourning columna, kc., for six weeks. After 
this it continued by the widow until 1746, when it wasdiscontinued. 
probably from the cause of William Bradford, the former partner of 
Andrew, having soon nfter his death set up u new paper, called the 
Pennsylv~mia Journal. 

In 1787, Benjamin E_'mnklin projected the scheme of publishing 
a second, or rival paper; but his project being exposed to Kein~er, 
he supplanted Frilnklin by hhirsly publishing his prospectus--a 
strange vnpouring composition--and fell to getting subscribers. By 
this n~enns he wns enabled to slort, and even to continue for nine 
short months, " the Pennsylvnnin Gazette." He had got only ninety 
subscriben, when Franklin and Joseph Breintnal, under the tide of 
the 'L Busy Body," contributed to write him down in I!mdford9s 
Mercury. Thus won by conquest, Franklin soon mannged to buy 
it for a trifle, ns his own. 

The  Pennsylvan,in Gazette began in 1728. The  bnggilrt style 
of Keimer's prospectus is a little curious. His eccentric mind led 
him to throw it into an alphabetical order, and to embmce, in ency- . 
clopedin form, the whole circle of the arts and sciences! This ar- 
rangement was abandoned as soon ne Franklin becanle editor. Some 
specimens of his braggart manner is thus displayed, to wit\: "Where. 
as many have encouraged me to publish a paper of intelligence; 
and wherena the late Mercury hctir been so wretchedly performed oa 
to be a,scandal to the name of printing, and to be truly styled nous 
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sense in folio, this is therefore to notify that I shall begin, in Novem 
ber nest, a most useful paper, to be entitled the Pennsylvanin Ga. 
zette or U n i v e d  Instructer." The proposer, (he says,) having 
dwelt at the fountnin of intelligence in Europe, will be able to give 
a paper to please d l  nnd to offend none, at the reasonable expense 
of ten shilling per annum, proclamation money. So fnr, it posssed 
Dr. Johnsonl chamcter of n good advertisement: it having "that 
promise which is the soul ora  good advertisement!" 

But he ~nnxends  even the superlative degree! It will, says he, 
exceed all others that ever were in America, nnd will possess, in fine, 
the most complete body of history and pliilosophy ever yet published 
~ince  the creation ! Possibly he mennt this extravwnt praise for 
his intended extracts from Chambers' great Dictionary, for he ndds, 
that a work of the self-same design has been going on in England, 
by no less than seven dukes, two viscounts, eighteen earls, twenty- 
two lords. and some hundreds of knights, esquires, &c., and withal 
approved' md honoured by the wisest king-even the very darling 
of heaven-King George the First! Such advertisements could not 
secure patronage now, and as he eked out his great work for lese 
than one year, it is presumed his gins did not ensnare the wnry of 
that day. Alas ! his visions of hope ended in n prison before the 
year had filled its term. 

In October, 1729, the Gazette was assumed by B. Franklin m d  
H. Meredith, and they promptly state in their prospectus their in- 
tention to discontinue the dphabeticnl extrncts from Chambers' 1)io 
tionary, and from the Religiom Courtship-subjects surely incorn- 
patible enough for newspaper readers. Soon after commencing, they 
advertise that; because of their increase of patronoge, they will print 
twice a week,--delivering half a sheet at a time on the old subscrip- 
Con price of ten shillings. - 

The Gazette under their managementgninid repurnlion; but, until 
Franklin obtnined the appointment of postmnster, Bradford's Mer- 
cury had the largest circulation. After this event, the Guzette had 
o full proportion of subscribers and advertising custom: and became 
profitable: 

Meredith and Franklin separated in Yay, 1732. Franklin con- 
tinued the Gazette, but published it only once a week. In 1733, he 

rinted it op n crown half sheet quwto. Price ten shillings a year. 
fn 1741, he enlarged !he size to a den~i quarto hnlf shheet. Tn 1746, 
he reverted to foolscap folio. In 1747-8, the Gazette was published 
" by B. Franlrlin, postmaster, and D. Hall," nnd w u  enlarged to a 
whole sheet crown folio, and nftenvnrds by a grent increase of adver- 
tisements to a sheet, and often to a sheet and a half den~ia On the 
9 ~ h  of May, 1764, the device of a snake, divided into eight parts, 
(the number of the then colonies united agGnst the French and In- 
dians,) wns affixed, with the motto " Join or die." 

111 $lay, 1766, i t  was published by Hall and Sellers, who con- 
tinued it until 1777 but suspended it at the visit of theBritish army. 
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Atterwards it was published once a week until the death of Sellere, 
in 1804. Aftenvards by others. 

The PenmjImnia Joutnol and the Weekly Advertiser. 

This pnper wns first published on Tuesday, December 2 4  1742. 
I t  was printed on a foolscap sheet. The day of publication wae 
chqed to Wednesday. Printed by William Bndford. 

About the year 1766, the imprint was changed to William and 
Thomas Brddford. This paper was devoted to the cause of the 
country, but it wns suspended during the powession of the city by 
the British. 

- - 

William Bmdford died in 1791. Then the Journal wna continued 
by his surviving partner subsequent to 1800. I t  was finally super- 
seded by " the True Americnn." 

The Pennsylvania Chronicle a n d  UZversd Advertiser.-Cbniain- 
ing the freshest adoices, @c. 

The  Chronicle was published weekly, on Monday. The first 
number appeared Jmunry 6th, 1767, by William Goddard, at ten 
shillings per nnnum. This wns the fourth newpaper in the Eng- 
Iish languqe established nt Philadelphia, and the first with four 
columns to a pnge, in the colonies. The second and third y e m  it 

printed in quarto, and the fourth year w i n  in folio. It  wae 
ably edited-having the celebrated Joseph Galloway, Esq., and 
Thomns Whnrton, Esq., na secret partners. It fined great circula- 
tion. I t  became at lnst too tory in its bias to stand the times. It 
continued till February, 1773. 

The Penmylmnia Packet, m the G e ~ m d  Advertiser. 

This was issued from the press, in November, 1771, by John Dunlap, 
once u week. In 1783, he sold out to D. C. Claypole, who printed 
it three times a week, for about a yenr, and after~nrds~claily, making 
it theJrsf dnily per in nll the United States. r' Mr. Claypole aving been enriched by its publication, sold out his 
right to the present Zachnriah Poulson, by whom it was continued 
in very grent patronnge, under the name of the "American Daily 
Advertiser." 

Of this paper, we have a few words of special notice. It is more 
properly munieipd and domestic than m y  other which we know. 
It  seems composed, to suit the family hearth and fireside comforts of 
good and sober citizens, never flaunting in the gaudy glare of party 
allurements; never shined with the ribnldry nnd virulence of party . 
recrimination. I t  is patrinrchn1,-looking alike to the wants and 
benefits of alt our citizens, as common children of the same city 
family. I t  is, in short, a paper like the good old dmes4from which 
it has descended, and like the people of the former days, its recent 
most numerous rendem, it carries with it something grave, discrimi 

34 
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native, useful, and considernte. I n  January, 1940, it was ineged intr 
the North Americnn. 

The Pennsylvania Ledgw, a d  Weekly ddvertiacr. 

This Ledger w.as first published in Janunry 93,1775, by James 
Humphreys, Jun., at 10 shillings a year. He  started to act impnr- 
tially, but after the British got possessiou of h e  city, it was turned to 
their interest. T h e  last number was published Nay 23,1778. 

The Pennsylvania Evening Post. 
TVos first published Jan. 21,1776, by Benjamin Towne, in qunrto, 

three times a week ;.price three shillings a quarter. This was the 
third evening paper in the colonies. I t  continued to be published 
till the year 1762. 

Story and Humphrey's Pennsylvania Mwm y, and Universal 
Advertiser. 

T h e  Mercury m e  before the public in April, 1775, and was pub- 
lished weekly, on Fridays, on a demi sheet, folio, with iwme-made 
types. I t  tvns short-lived, for the whole establishment wns destroyed 
by fire in December, 1776. 

The German Armspapers printed premin~~ty to the year 1775, 
were t k  :- 

As early as May, 1743, n German newspaper wns started in Phila- 
delpliia, by Joseph Crellius, entitled the High Dutch Pennsylvania 
Journal." 

By an ndvenisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette, of September 
1761, I iind there was at that time "A Dutch and English Gnzette, 
in both languages, adapted to those who incline to learn either.-Price 
five sldlings per annum. 

Another German paper was established about the year 1769, by 
Miller and Weiss, conveyancers,-the former ones being discontinued. 
I t  was printed for them about two years by Gotthan Annbrrlster. 

Anthony Armbruster, in 1762, began a new German paper, which 
he published weekly for ewerid years. 

H. ~liller's Genmn newspaper was begun in 1762; and for some 
time there were two German and two English newspapers publisliing 
in the city. 

Der Wochentlieiu! Philadelphischc Staatsbothe. 
This newqnper mm first published in the German Innguuge, in 

1762, by Henry Miller, weekly-4terwads twice a week,.on demi 
size. 

I n  1768, the .itle was changed to " Pennsylvnnische Stanthothe," 
i. e., the Pennsy vnnia Post Boy. I t  thus continued until May, 1779 
when the paper ended. 

A public Journd was printed at Germantown, in the Gernmn Ian , 
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guage, ns early ns the summer of 1739, by Cl~ristopher so we^. Its 
nnme, Englished, read-The Pennsylvania Ger~nnn Recorder of 
Events. I n  1744, it was continued by C. Sower, Jun., under the 
name of the Gennantauner Zeitung; this continued dl1 the year of 
the war of 1777. 

It results from the foregoing notices of our newspapers, that skty 
yenrs ngo there were only three newspapers published in the city, 
viz.-two in English and one in German. In  contnst with the pre- 
eent numerous sentinels, watching the puhlic wed, and their own, 
how diminutive the two weekly affairs of h a t  day appenr! At the 
present day [he greatest illnovalion in these "folios and m a p  of busy 
life," which meet the eye,= a change for the worse, are the nurner- 
ous mood-cut signs hung out from the columnar lines, like signs from 
their streetposts, nnd like them interrupting and disfiguring the whole 
perspective view. It  is an inconsidemte ns well ns nnpoying display; 
for in the very nature of things it ceases to mest attention whenever 
it becomes so common as to be like a wooden block set at every 
man's door. 

The  first in the colonies wns the Boston News Letter," begun in 
1704 ; the second was nlso in Boston, nnd cdled the Boston Ga- 
zette, begun in 1710. The third was comrner~ced in the same 
year, in Philadelphia, and cnlled the American Weekly Xercary. 
New York begnn its first paper in 1725 ; MaryInnd in 1725; Rhode 
Island and South Carolina in 1732; Virginia in 1736; Connecti- 
cut and North Carolina, in 1765. At the commencement of the 
Revolution there were thirty-nine papers in a course of publication; 
and of them but dg/d have a present continuame. In 1835, there 
mere about 1200! It may be curious to add, that these vehiclps, 
now so numerous irere, nre of so modern an invention, as that the 
first paper in England was nearly n ceptury after h e  use of printing 
there. a The London Gazette" begnn i!. November, 1665, QS a weekly 
concern, und hns been published on to the present day. The ori- 
ginnl Gazette, signifying a l i ~ l e  trensury of news, bepn  nt Venice 
about 260 y w  ago. For the first thirty years it was only published 
monthly, and in nta~~upcrig~t ,  such was the jedousy of the govern- 
ment 

The Props of the Printing Press. 

Philadelphia may clnim some peculiarity under this nrticle, for 
Mathew Carey for many years printed his quarto edition of the Bible 
in standing sepamte typee, being h e  first and only instance of so 
grent a collection of standi type in the world ! Cliriatophar Sowel 
too, at Germantown, printe 3 in German the first uarto Bible eve1 . 

I3 attempted in the United States. Both Sower nnd . Fmnklin were 
ingen~oua in their profewion, mnde their own ink, and cut their own 
wood cuts, before either of them were attempted by othera. Frank. 
lin even cnst some of hia own type ornaments. Jncob Bay and Jus 
tice Fox, both mada type for C. Sower, in Germantown. 
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You may see, in n ~ y  XS. Annnls, in the City Library, page 262, a 
specimen of R Aitkin7s smd l  Bible, of 1751, made of imprtnnce 
enoagh to require the nid of congress, and by h e m  most fom~ally 
given. I t  is a curiosity. There were ns many as four hundred and 
twenty-fire books and pamphlets, in originid works, d l  printed in 
Philadel~hia befcre the Revolution.-a fact in our litemly annals but 
vely l i t d  known. 

- 
I had before spoken of the press at  Philadelphia being established 

earlier there t l ~ m  in Old Virginia, or in Old New York. I since 
observe il reason, of which I was not before aware. There wna o 
fear (not felt at Philadelpl~ia) of the loo free use of it by the colo- 
nists for refractory purposes. I see that in 16S3, (the time of the 
eettlement of Plliladelphia,) the governor of Virginia was insuucted, 
not to allow any person to use a printing press upon any occasion. 
In  16S6, Governor Randolph, of Nassnchusetts, forbade any one to 
print without his consent. Four  y e m  before, the general court of 
&Iassachusetis detem~ined that there should be no press used but at 
Carubridge, and then only under the inspection of tzco licalsers: 
this wns "to prevent any abuse of the autirorities of the country." 
Pennsylvania never had any such restrictions, and therefore William 
Bradford set up  his press there ns soon ns d ~ e  city was founded. 
T h e  New York governor stopped the press in 1733, in the case of 
Zenger, the printer; and the governor of Virginia, when advertising 
a reward for pirates, had to send to Philndelphin to get the printing 
done, in 171s ; and, on another occasion, .'he thanked God h a t  
they had no press !" 

T h e  fi1st successful type foundry in America was by Ronaldson, 
at  Plliladelphia; begun in 1596. H e  was a Scotchman by binli- 
acquired a fortune, snd founded, near his foundry, a very tilsteful 
public cemetery, the first of the kind anlong us. 

Thomas Dobson gave the first impulse to book printing among u a  
H e  ulso canie from Scotin, soon after the peace. Before his time, 
five or sir printers used to club, to print a Testament, &c. 

Robert Bell, in south Third street, in the house next north of SL 
Pnnl's church, had n bookstore and printed sundry works by sub 
scn'ptwn-larger works, probably, than has been supposed-for in- 
stance : I have his octavo edition of an Appendix to Ulnrkstone, so 
printed in 1793, and he therein proposes to print his second edition 
of Blackstone's Commentaries, in four voluo~es, c p r t o ,  i ~ t  three dol- 
lars per solume, and to nllow gentlemen who may l~ave l ~ i s  f m e r  
edition in octnvo, to return the same in part nynient of the latter. f At the =me time, he  announces that he  is t ten  publishing by sub. 
scription. in one volume, octavo, Furguson on Civil Society, for 
ten ehillings. 

T h e  original printing press, used by Dr. Franklin when a jour- 
aeymnn in London, is preserved and owned by the Philosophicid 
S o c i e ,  in Philadelphia. 

I hod occasion to see and inspect the subscription list, and to note 
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the residences of the subscribers to Goddard's nerrspnper, for the 
yew 1767. It consisted of 351 individuals south of High street, 2-% 
on the north side, and 365 in the country nnd neighbouriog prc- 
vinces-making in d 1020 persons. These facts may be deemed 
desirable information to modem publishers, ond therefore they are 
here preserved. 
In looking at their names, the? mmifestly present the elite of the 

city, md the men of prosperity among the tradesmen. They besides, 
present to our present view their LL whereabouts" then. 

I observe that High street then presented but very few nnmes- 
but among them I see Charles Thornson, secretnry, Dr. Benjamin 
Frnnklin, John Biddle. Wafer street is filled with the names of 
the gentry, such as, Reese Meredith, many of the Whnrtons, Shorp 
Delany, George Clymer, Robert Morris. &Font street, too, was then a 
gentry place-having such as Nathaniel Allen, Benjamin Chew, 
Thomas Miffiin, James and Clement Biddle, William Peters, seve- 
rnl Fishers and Whartons, Fishbournes, and Alexnnder Wilcocks. 
I n  Second street, Richnrd Penn, J m e s  and William Lopn,  
James and John Pernberton, Thomas Bond, several of the fixorria 
family, Benjamin Levy, Blnir McClennchnn. In Chestnut sttcet, 
Beninmin und Christooher Marshall. Tench Francis, John M u m  
trod,  Nathaniel  orris,' Iaoac Norris, John Lawrence, George Emlen, 
Dr. Thomas Gmme. Isrnel Pemberton. In Wotnut street, Joseph 
Gdloway, Esq., ~ d b e r t  Hnrding, Priest, Joseph Benkes,. Joseph 
Bullock. Pelsons to the place nntive born" will readi!y recognize 
such names ns among the old and respectable families cf the city. 

The present beautiful manner of binding books in cotton embossed 
cloth grew out of n case of necessity, induced by the war of 1812. 
The  grent deficiency of leather for book-binding induced those who 
made cheap spelling booka m d  Testaments, and other small works, 
to put them up in cheap and conrse muslin. At first it was used for 
the backs only; finding them well received for their well-weuring, 
and exemption from mould, they began to use fine stuff and more 
tasteful colours, and as the favour to them incrensed, they went on 
producing better m d  better, until they have now become ar. elegume 



STATISTIC FACTS. 

AN nttention to the following facts, may sene to show the progress 
of society, by marking its incrense in population, houses, exports, 
kc., at successive periods, to wit: 

1683.-William Pennys letter of that yenr, snys, " 1 mentioned in 
my lnst account, that from my arrivd, in 1652, to the date hereof, 
being ten months, we have got up fourscore houses at our town, nnd 
that some villnges mere settled about i t  From that time to my 
coming away, which wns n yenr within a few weeks, the town ad- 
vanced to three hundred and fifty-seven houses, divers of them Inrge, 
well-built, with good cellars, three stories, and some balconies." 
'I'hus settling the fact, that they built three hundred and fifty-seven 
houses in the first year! 

1695.-Robert Turner, in his letter to William Penn, of this year, 
enys, lL The to\vn goes on, in planting nnd b u i L k .  to admiration: 
both in the front and backward; and there ore about six hundred 
houses in three years' time." 

1707.-Isaac horris. in n letter to William Penn, snys, '' The 
rcknce consumes, an~ually, of produce and merchnhdisk of Eng- 

14 to l5pla pounds sterling. The direct returns were in t o  
bacco, furs and skins ; the indirect, in provisions and produce, via the 
West Indies, nnd southern colonies. In 1706, about eight hundred 
hogbends of tobacco went from Philadelphia, and about twenty-five 
to thirty tons of skins and furs." 

1720.-The tnxnbles are stated by Proud, nt 1195 persons, in city 
and county. 

1723.-The imports from England were 3 15,992 sterling. 
1728-9.-There were frozen up in the docks this winter, about 

the city, fourteen ships, three snowa, eight brignntines, nine sloops, 
two schooners, besides shnllop,&c. The whole number of churchen 
then ~vas but six. 

1730.-The imports from England were 348,595 sterling. 
1727 to '39.-From an nccount of [he highest and lowest numbel 

of votes given at the elections, nnd known 6y the return of memben 
of Assemblv. we ascertain the votes for the county of Philadelphia 

have b e g  os follows, to wit: 
- 

Highest number, 787 
do. 971 
do. 622 ~ ~ 

do. 904 
do. 821 
do. 1097 
do. 719 

Lowest number, 482 
do. 487 
do.' 366 
do. 559 
do 441 
do. 617 
do. 439 





Brought  ow^; 1892 
Maiden Creek, - - 75 
Merion, Upper, - - 52  
Merion, Lower, - - 101 
Menatnuny, - - 111 
Noahern Liberties, - - 151 
Norrington, - - !25 
(hdord, - - - 78 
Ouley, - - - 66 
Providence. - . - 146 

Pmyunk nnb Moy- $ 78 
omensing, 

Plynlouth, - - 46 
Roxborough, - - - 38 
Sulford. - - - 174 
~~&$e.ld, - - - 29 
Townmensin, - - 55 
Whippnn, - - - 56 
White ihmh, - - 89 
Worcester, - - - 70 
Wayamensing, - - 25 - 

Cbvtlrytotal, 3422 
Cbmpamtitm Satemenl. 

City Taxablea, In  1741, 1,621. In  1&26,11,120. Increase, 9,499. 

1742.-The imports from England this yew, were $75,295 ster. .. 
YDg- 

1744.-A letter from Secretny Peters, to the proprietoriea, slated 
ihe population of the city, as estimated at 13,000 people, and 1600 
hoousea The snme ie conhued in the same yew, by the Minutea 
of the City Council. 

17:7.-The imports from England this year, were $82,404 ster- 
ling- 

1749.-This spring the houses in the severnl words were counted 
by the following named gentlemen, and mounted to 2076 in num- 
ber, to wit: 

In  Mulberry Word, . - 488, by Dr. Frnnklin. 
Dock Ward, - . - 246, Joseph Shippen. 
Lower Delaware, - ' - 110, William Allen. 
Upper Delaware, - - 109, T. Hopkinson. 
South, . - - - - 117, Edward Shippen. 
High Street Ward, - 147, T. Lawrence, jua 
Walnut, - - - - 104, James Hurnphnd 
Chestnut, - - - 110, J. Turner. 
R'orth, - - - - 196, William Sbippen. 
Middle, - - - 238, William Coleman. - 

1864, 
'south suburbs, . - 150, Edward Shippen. 
North do. - - 62, William Shippen. - 

2076 houses. 
At the snrne time (1749) the places of worship were these, to wit r 
1 Episcopdim, 1 Dutch Cdvinist, 1 Baptist, 
4 Friends, 1 Roman Cntholic, 1 Dutch Lutheran, 
1 Swedish, 2 Presbyterian, 1 Moravian. 



The snme yeat (1749) Proud atates thnt twenty-five large ship  
arrived with Gennnns, bringing 600 persons ench, mnking togethet 
12,000 souls in one yenr, and tllat nearly os many came nnnunllp 
from Irelnnd,so os to people whole counties from those two nations. 

1761.-Tne irnmrts from Eneland this venr were 2190.911 ster- 
..a 

ling-Vide Proud. 
" 

1762.-Dr. Fmnklin stnted before the House of Commons. thnt 
10,000 I~opheoda of h e d  bad been in that year exported'fmm 
Phildelplua-mnking 70,000 bushels, nnd thnt all the flox thnt 
grew with it they mnnufactured into come linen. On George 
Heap's mnp, the exports nre detniled thus, viz. : 125,960 bmels of 
flour, 86,500 bushels of wheat, 90,740 bushels of corn, 249 tons of 
brend, 3431 barrels of beef, and 4812 bmels of pork. 

1763.-There were nscennined by the nmssor to be 2300 housea, 
including the city and suburbs. 

1760.-There were ascertnined by the snme nsc.esaor to have been 
m the city and suburba 2969 houses, and 8321 t~xnbles in the city 
and county. It wns also officially reported that there were then 
6687 tnxnble inhabitnnts in the whole county of Philndelphin, and 
their county tnx wos Inid nt S6663 19s. 6d. The city tox wos laid - 
or 25633 13s. on 2634taxablea At the mme time were re rted, 
as within the county, the followin mills, to wit:- grisd, 40 8 enwmills, 6 papermills, 1 oilmill, 1 fullingmills, 1 horsemill, 1 wind- - 
mill, and 6 foigea 

1766.-Dr. Fmnklin. when examined this venr before a corn 
miuee of the House of commons, respecting thereped of the Stamp 
Act, stnted the following facts, to wit: 

H e  supposed there were in Pennsylvnnin about 160,000 white 
inhnbitnnts, of whom one-third mere Quakers, and one-third wem 
Germuns. 

T h e  tnxes mere then lnid on d l  estates, red and pereonn1-n poll 
tax -n tnx on officee and professions, trades nnd businesses, nccord- 
ing to their profit--nu excise on d l  wine, rum, and other spirits, nnd 
$10 duty per head on all negroes imported. 

The  tnx on d l  estntes, red nnd personal, wns 18d. in the pound, 
fully mted, and the tnx on the profits of tmda and profeesions, kc., 
made about 29. 6 d  in the ound. The  poll tnx on unmarried men 

c. 
" 16s.2r 

r head. A11 t g e wee in Pennsylvnnia then producea 
about ;tP ,000 per nnnum. 

He  said he thought our people increase faster than in England, 
becnuse they marry younger and more generally, and this they did 
bemuse they may w i l y  obkin land by which to mise their familiea . 
He mid the people hnd by general ngreement disused all gooh 
foshionnble in mournings 

The  imports fram Great Britain he resumed to\ be above 

not exceed 240,000 per annum. 
B S600,000 per annum, and the expo* to ritain he supposed did 
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1767.-The expo& of Philadelphia for one year were thus of5 
c i d y  stated, to wit: 367,500 bushels of wheat, 198,516 barrels of 
flour, 34,736 barrels of bread, 60,206 bushels of corn, 6645 barrela 
of pork, 609 barrels of beef, 892 tons of bar iron, 813 tons of pig 
iron, 12094 hogsheads of flaxseed, 1288 barrels of beer. 

1769.-In December of this yenr the assessor gnve in the follow 
ing list of houses then ascertained, to wit: 

In  Mulberry Word, - - - 920 
Upper Delaware, - - - - 234 
North, - - - - - 417 
High street, - - - - - 166 
Middle, - - - - - 358 
Chestnut, - - - - - 112 
Soutb, - - - - - 147 
Walnut, - - - - - 105 
Lower Delaware, - - - 120 
Dock, - - - . - - 739 

3318 . 
I n  the Northern Liberties or northern suburb to Second stred 

bri e, over Stacy's run, (Cohockainc,) 553--nod in Southwark or 
mu "s; ern suburbs to the n o d  side of Love lane 608-mnking to- 
gether 4474 in the city nnd suburbs, of dwelling-houses exclusively. 

1770.-This year the number of houses wae ascertained to have 
been- 

W~thin the city bounds, - - - 3318 
In the Northern Liberties, - - 553 
In Southwnrk, - - - - 603 

4474--estimated to 
contain 25 to 30,000 SOUIE- 

At the samo time the number of churches was ascertained to 
have been 16, to wit: 

3 Episcepalians, 1 Methodist, 
4 Presbyterinns, 2 German Luthemn, 
1 Baptist, 1 German Calvinist, 
1 Mornviau, 1 Swedish Luthernn, 
2 Papists, 

1771.-The hxahle inhabitants are stnted, by Proud, ae being 
10,455 in number for the city and county, of whom 3151 were of 
the city. The exports of Philadelphin, in the same year, were con- 
veyed in 361 square-rigged vessels, and 391 sloops and schooners- 
mnking in all 46,664 tons, of which there were 252,744. barrels of 
flour, 2a9,441 bushels of corn, and 110,412 bushels of flaxseed. 

1772.-The following compnrntive fncts of severnl yenrs, down ta 
this year, have been given by R. Proud, and may serve stiU fur the^ 
to illdstmte the stntist~cs of those early days, to wit: 



In 1731, w h  whsu nar u2r. 66, and flaund 41. &L. thdy amounted m E6934 
1749, do. 5.. Sd,  do. 10.. &L, do. 148,104 
:% do. 41. do. 10.. do. 155,174 

do. 3#.1W, do. 61. &t. do. 187,457 
1765. do. 51. 3d, do. 91. 3d.. do. 411,614 
177% da 5.. &t, do. &. do. 571,050 

1 have before noted the amounts of seveml annunl impom from 
England,, under their seved yenrs. The lnst which I stated, in the 
yenr 1751, made the amount to be 9190,917 sterling ; but from nnd 
after tho year 1761, they sank greatly. No cause is assigned by 
Proud, who states the following annunl nmounts, to wit: 

Importa of 1761, 38,0992 sterling. 
;L 1762, 85,228 do. 
c; 1763, 36,258 do. 
;; 1764. 26.148 do. 

i765; 26&i do. 
ds the wnr with Fmnce began in 1756, and ended in 1763, the 

trade may have been so emburmssed as to have diminished much 
both the ability and the d e t y  of importation. After the peace, we 
know that the agitated question of " toxin 1 America," made the 
people of set purpose use domestic fabrie in fieu of foreign supplies. 
MI es by 1111 means to diminish the h d e  of England with us. 

1777.-In October of this year, General Howe being then in 

r on of Philadelphia, and many of the inhabitants gone off 
ecnuse of the war, or the dread of the British, an nccumte ceneurr 

woe taken by order of Genernl Comwdlis, to wit : 
Houses in the city, - - - 3508 

in Southwark, - - 781 
" in the Northern Liberties, 1170 - 

5470 
Five hundred nnd eighty-seven of the houses were found un.  

tenanted. There were 287 stores; there were also found to be 
21,767 inhabitants, exclusive of the army md stmngem. 

Yenm. City contained N. Liborties Sauthwark. Total. 
In 1790. 25.522 souls 9333 5661 42.616 

Wi~iiani~ansom, ~ ' s q . ,  who has bken for sevekl years a m i h e  
observer of the rogress of the city in its increase of buildings, hne 
furnished the fo P lowing dab, to wit: 

In 1802, new houses erected were 
1803, do. 
1804, do. 
1809, do. 

,n the next year the total number of buildinp wns ascertained 
and found to be 2 0 , 2 6 0 - m ~  8874 in the city, 2998 in the Northern 
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Liberties, m d  2301 in South~vnrk, m d  their inbabitnnts SS,9SS. If 
we should pursue this d a ,  it is deemed reesnable to conclude that 
in the lost eighteen years, from 1609 to 1627, the new buildings 
mny hove averaged 600 in each yew, thus producing an increase of 
10,!33O to be added to the former 20,260, and tllus fornling nn aggre- 

te of about 31,(H)O buildings, and a probable totol of 133,000 in- 
Ebitants in 1827. I deem this estimate high enough, but the next 
census will check it. 

I n  the year 1S23, the churches were nscertnined to be eighty in 
number, to wit : 

1 3  Presbyterian, 5 Friends, 
10 Episcopalinn, 4 Pnpirts, 
S Baptist, 26 of all other denominntiom 

1 4  Alethodist, flide Poulson's paper of 24th March.) 
Philndelphia, as n grent commercial city, kept a proud ple-mi- 

nence of the cities in the Union, until nbout the yenr 1820. I n  the 
gem 1796, the exports of Philadelphin were above one-f~urth of the 
whole United Stotes, being h e n  17,613$66 dollnm, but ns quickly 
as the year 1820, she becnme as low ns the seventh state in the 
grnde of the Union! T h e  expo- of New York, in 1792, were but 
2,930,370 dollnn, but in 1820, they were $13,163,244 ! Thus, as 
Philadelphia has been sinking, New York hns been rising, nnd her 
grent cnnal will give her s611 more decided ndvnntqes, until we in 
turn derive our incrense from our purposed inland improvements. 
Even the espons of Boltinlore, in 1620, recent as hns been het 
growth, were 665,625 dollnrs more tllnn ours! 

I since find tlle following facts concerning the number of burials 
occurring in the city about n century ago, to wit : 

I n  1722, the Gazc~te began first to record the dent11 and burids of 
the month, to wit: In February, 1722, for one month, it wne three 
of the Church of Englnnd-'Quakers four, and Presbyterinns, none. 

I n  1729 to '30, the interments in one yenr from December to 
December, were 227 in number, to wit: In  Church ground 81-in 
Quaker 39-in Presbyterian I&in Baptist 19--and in Stmngem' 
ground (the present Washington Square, an ndorned grnve ground 
now for them !) 41 whites and 30 blncks. I n  some weeks 1 per- 
ceived but one and two persons n meek, nnd in one week none. I t  
ia worthy of remark, tllnt although the influence of Friends wns 
once's0 ascendant as to show n mnjority of their population, yet it 
seems from the above, that the Churchmen ~rlust hove been then 
most numerous. In the week ending the 16th of July, 1731, 1 
noticed the burials of that week were ''none!" 

T h e  tnbular statement of the nuditor geneml gives the totd ad- 
? sled valuntion of Pennsylvnnin in 1841, viz. : 

T h e  real estnte in the severnl counties, - - $245,673,402 
Pereonnl property ns valued, - - - 48,836,784 

1 
Mnking a gmnd toid of - - $294,609,186 
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Resources o/ Penmj!wnia--I MI, the populntion is 1 ,7!&lJ033- 
in 1790 it \ms but 431,373. 

We have 25,000,000 acres of InaJ under better cultivntion tho3 
any other stnte, and worth - - - $701 .OOO,OW 

300,000 houses, worth on on nveqe ,  - - 300.000,OOO 
Bnrns, stores, fumnces, forges, factories, mills, - - 200.000,000 
lOOU niles of cnnnls, and 700 miles milronds, - 100,000,000 - 

$1,300.000,000 
The Schuylkill mines now produce 500,000 tons-the other 

mining districts about the same--soy 1,000,000 tone n-yenr-nearly 
half of this is for esportntion. Three thousand vessels n-year visit 
Schr~ylkill river to carry it away, nnd yet d l  this is in its infancy. 

The Schuylkill is capable of producing four times its present 
qunntity. The Swnulm can produce ns much as the Schuylkill- 
so can hoae of the Lehigh, the Shnmokin and the Susquehnnnn 

We have, besides our nnthrncite, more bituminous conl (according 
to our state geologist) than all Europe! While Europe contnins 
2000 equare miles, Pennsylvmin hns 10,000 Equore miles. 

The western bituminous coal-field of Pennsylvnnin is estimated to 
contain t h e  hundred thousand ~rtilliotcs oj tons-being ten thou 
ennd times more than cJ1 in  Great Britain! 

In one yenr (1638) two millions of bituminous conl wne mined 
and used westwnrd of the Allegheny mot~ntnins. Much more 
will be.. 

The qunntity of iron produced in Pennsylvnnin is estimated nt 
one-third of the product of the whole union. The  amount of bnr 
and ig iron produces $14,000,000. T R ~  red estate of Pennsylvania n. shown nbove, is one thouaano 
three hundred millions of dollars-if taxed but three per cent. would 
pay off the whole state debt of thirty-five millions in one year. 

The annud production of the state is nscertnined to be one 
hundred and sixty millions five hundred thousond dollnrs-nnd if 
taxed but one per cent. mould pay the interest annually of the 
etnte debt. 

Who is notpmud of such n stnte! She has nll the resources of a 
grent nation m'thin herself-for happiness in pence, for power in war. 
She ia capable of mnintnining thirty millions of people, nnd feedmg 
and clothing them herself. We produce one-sixth of all the w h a t  
in the union. Our grnin produces thirty millions of dollars n-year. 
Our wnter power is.equnl to the lnbour of four hundred millions of 
men! [See North Americnn, August 12th, 1841.1 

. There nre no people in the world who have so mzny ildvontnges 
' 

with so few burdens. 

C%lonial &atistics of Nmo Pork and ~lriladel~hia,'&c., cam- 
wed-In 1769, the imporb of Pennsylvnnia were d400:@00 ster. kg, and of New York wna but 1189,000 sterling. All ihs New 
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England colonies a* %561,000, md South Carolina 2555,000. 
Virginia was the great- * of all, being then 3581,000 sterling! They 
kept in the same relo .. e proportion till the adoption of the Fedem 
Conslitution in 1 7 6 ~ .  

In 1791, the imports -e thus, riz.: New York leads off 
st  $3,222,000. Virginia is S2,4S6,00Ol and South Cnrolina in 
$1,520,000. 

In lS'21, the importa change thus, viz. : New York Ieads off at 
$23,000,000. Virginia is $1,000,000. South Cmlina $3,OC0,000 

In 1S32, New York is $57,000,000. Yi in ia  is $500,000. South 
Carolina ie $1,%0,000. 

RENARKABLE INCIDENTS AND THINGS. 

"A hook wherein we read strange matters." 

THE present chapter ia intended to embmce a variety of miacel- 
h e n ,  of such peculiarity or variety in their occurrence as to d o r d  
some surprise, to wit: 

Wdd Pfge0n.s.-The late aged Thomas Bradford, Esq., told 
me of hemng his ancestors say they once saw a flock fly over the 
city which obscured the sun for two or three hours, and were killed 
by hundreds, b people using sticks on the tops of houses. Ur. 
Bmdford himse r f used to see them brought to the Philadelphia mar- 
ket by cart-loads. The aged T. Matlnck informed me he once saw 
a full wagon load knocked doivn. A Captain Davy, who wns in 
Philadelphia at that time, (described above,) went afterwards to ire- 
land, and there describing what ile had seen, and giving the data for 
their numbers by giving breadth and time of pasang, kc., some of' 
the calculators declared they could not find numerals whereby to 
estimate their aggregate I They therefore declared it was a whap- 
ping lie, and ever after they gave to Captain Davy the nome of 
Ca tilin Pigeon. 

'rhomas Jlakio's poetic description of Pennsylvania in 1729, in 
Latin velse, says, 

Here, 1n the f d ,  large flocks of piseons fly, 
So numerous, that they darken all  the sky." 

In 1782, Hector St. John, of Carliale, describing the count9 
scenes he had before witnessed there, says, twice a year they ensnared 
nU~~leKOtls wild pigeons. They were so numerotis in their flight ee 
to obscure the sun. He has caught fourteen dozen at a time in neu, 
ana has seen as many sold for a penny as a man could cnrry home 



At every fnnoer's house they kept a m e d  wild pigeon in a cage i i ~  
the door, LO be ready LO be used nt any time LO allure the wild ones 
when they approached. 

In 1793, just before the rime of the yellow fever, like flocks flew 
dnily over Philadelphin, ond were shot from numerous hi11 houaea 
The  markets were cmrnmed with them. They genernlly had nothing 
in their cmws besides n single acorn The superstitious soon found 
out they presaged some evd ; nod sure enough sickness and death 
mule ! 

Flies.-The fimt settlers and d subsequent European settlers 
have been much surprised with our night illuminatione by our nume- 
rous phosphorescent summer flies. Mnkin thus spoke of them in 
hi day- 

" Here insects are which many much admire. 
Whose plumes in summer evening shine li%e h." 

Bees.-These, in the time of Knlm, who wrote of them in 1748, 
says they were numerous and must have been imported, because the 
Indinns treated them as new comers, and called them, significantly, 
English flies. Hector S t  John, at Carlisle, at and before 1782, 
spenks of the bees bein numerous in the woods in that neighbour- 
hood, and gives sowe fumomus mries ol their rnnnner of finding 
the place of the cells, and the means of procuring the honey from 
holtow trees. No worms were ever known among beehives before 
the yew 1800. 

Karities sent to Pan.-Among the presents sent to Willinm 
Penn, by his request of the year 1686, were these, to wit: he soying, 
'L Pray send us some two or three smoked haunches of venison and 

ork. Get us also some smoked shad and beef. The old priest at 
btiiladelphia had m e  shad. Send also some p a s  nnd beans of 
the country. People concerned mk much to see something of the 
place. Send also shrubs and sassafras," kc.  In nnother letter he 
nsks for tnnle foxes and Indian ornaments. In another he calls for 
furs. for coverlets nnd petticoats, and ulso some cmuberries. 

Flies and Martins.-l have often heard it remarked by nged peo- 
ple, that the flies in Philadelphia were much more numerous and 
troublesome in houses in their early days than since, especinlly in 
Market street. The difference now is imputed to the much grenter 
cleanliness of our stFeets, and the speedier removal of offals, kc .  
I t  is mid too, that the flies and flees were excessive in the summer 
In which the British occupied Wiladelphin, caused then by the ap . 
pendnges of the army. 

Mr. Thomas Bmdford, who hod been for seventy years a curious 
observer of the martens, has noticed their grent diminutibn In the 
city, which he imputea to the decrease of flies, their proper food. In 
former years they come annually in vast numbers, and so clamorously 
as in mnny cases to drive out the pigeons from their proper resorts. 
Now he sees boxes wl~icli nre never occupied. A late author la . 
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Europe has snid n~nrtens decrease there as flies and mosqoitoa. 
diminish. 

Rector St  John, in 1752, speaks of his means of ridding his house 
of flies, in a manner sufficiently dnrming to others. H e  brings a 
hornet's nest, filled with hornets, from the woods, nnd suspends it in 
lieu of no omnmentnl chandelier orglnss globe, from the centre of his 
.-?rigur ceiling! Here, being unmolested, they do no ham] to any 
of the family, but pleased with their warm and dry nbode, they 
cntch nnd subsist on numerous troublesome flies. These they con- 
etnntly cntch on the pewons, nnd even the faces of his children! 

Locusts.-1749, June lit-.&rent quantities then noticed--ugain 
in 1766, in 17S3 and in lS00-in this lnst yenr they appeared first 
on the 25th May. 

Burgeon was remarkably abundant in the Delaware and SchuyC 
kill rivers, and was formerly much more valued as diet among us, 
and especially by foreigners. T h e  old newspapers often advertised 
it for snle by the city Ten t  of one Richards, who pickled them in a 
rare manner a t  Trenton. W e  know from history that Sir Samuel 
A p l ,  the deputy governor of Virginia, first visited that colony in 
1609, to tnde and fish for stuyeon to be conveyed to Europe. 
Formerly there were but few fnmtlies in the country but what put 
up one or two sturgeons every year at the shad time. I n  Pennle 
time they codd be counted by dozens at n time, lenping into the ail 
and endangering the boats 1 

Noziotcs Insects.--Seven1 of these hare appenred among us an 
new c o m e ~ u c h  as destroyed perpetualb the leaves of our fine 
elms once in the Stnte-house yard, made their pass;nge to this coun- 
try nbout the year 1791, a t d  begnn their wasteful career on like treea 
near the corner of Pine and Front streets. They were supposed to 
have gotten their pusage in so61e foreign vessel mnking her discharge 
of cargo in that neiglibourhood. They since destroyed like trees ot 
Chew's place in Germantown. . 

"There filthily bewmy and sore disgrace 
The boughs on which are bred th' unseemly race." 

Kalm, in 1745, speaks then of the pew being so destroyed by the 
bug that they then abandoned the cultivation of h e m ,  although 
they had before hod them without such molestntion in great nbund 
ance. They had to send to Albany for their annual seed, who 
would stdl use them, because the insect which dso  overspread New 
York neighl~ourhood, had hitherto exempted those nt Albany. 

I t  is curious, thnt while the worms to the peuch trees, now so nn- 
naying and destructive to our trees, were formerly unknown here, 
they were in Kaltn's time mnking general mvnges on the peaches a! 
Albnnp Now Albany is win, 1 believe, in possession of good fruit 
In the summer of 1760, a certain kind of worms, (so say the Go 
zettes) cut o f  alnlost all the leaves of the trees in Pennsylvania 



avoiding only the laurel bwh, the leaves of whict are poison-ue td 
some auimds. 

Mr. Kalm made frequent mention of the er:easive annoyance of 
the wood lice every where abounding in d-e woods They were 
constantly brushed opon the clothes, and if you set down upon a 
stump or fallen tree, or upon the ground, you were speedily covered 
by a host of themt ineinudng themselves uuder as well as above 
your clothes. 

He speaks of locusts coming, as now, in every seventeen years. 
Caterpillnrs too m e  occasionally in such numbers as to destroy 
entire forests. Some such places he sow, where trees were growing 
up amidst the bare stnlks of the old dend ones, destroyed by th- 
worms. 

I%&w weeds.-It occurs to me to mention some facts respecting 
some very prevnlent weeds which have been introduced anlong ua, 
to our prejudice, from foreign countries. The Rnnstead weed," or 
Anterrinum lineria, now excessively numerous in some fields around 
Philadelphin. I t  came first from Wales, being sent as a garden 
flower for Mr. Ranstead of Philndelphia, an upholsterer, and a 
Welshman. 

The yellow tmd white daisy, or Chrisnnthemum lucnnthen~um, 
a h  the dny-wakers and ni ht-sleepers, or stnr-hyacinth, botnnicnlly 
called Ornythegelum umbe 7 laturn. Theee dso originally came out 
as garden flowers: where they n~ultiplied, and their seed nftenvarde 
getting abroad in manure, produced a general difusion of those per- 
nkious plants. On one occasion, they came out in some straw pack- 
: to old Mr. Wistnr, and fmm inoculating his farm, proceeded to 
z e t a .  ' Tbe late introduction of the Merino wool, has brought the. 
seed of another weed, which is multiplying rapidly among us. 

Earthquakes.-In October, 1727, shocks of an earthqunke were felt 
at ni ht, at Philndelphia, and at New York and Boston, which net 
the c 7 ocke to running down, and shook off china from the shelves. 
The 7th December, 1737, at night, a smart shock was felt at Phila- 
delphia, and at Conestogoe, New Castle, kc.  When John Penn 
first arrived, on a Sunday, o strong earthquake wns felt as he stepped 
ashore at High-street wharf. It mised some superstition, and it was, 
therefore, long remembered ; and besides that, when he went home, 
a drendful thunder-storm arose; and, finally, when he next time re- 
turned here os pro riehry, a fierce liurricane came!-March 22, 
1758, a smart shoc k was felt between 10 and 11 P. M. April 25, 
1772, a slight shock felt, about 8 A. X. November 30,1783, an 
earthquake felt in the city; and spin ,  on the let December, n strong 
one wns felt January 8,1817, the river was much agilnted by the 
enrhquake to the southward, tossing about the vesaels, aqd raising 
h e  water one foot. 

Aged hi&.-In 1623, month of June, there died on the Ian 
ration of Joseph Walmaley, of Byberry, a horse which WRE tkrty 

36. 
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seven years of q e .  T h e  table of " longevity of animals," states tho 
lifc of a horse at twenty-five to thirty y e m  only. 

In 1624, the Pittsburg Mercury of January, declares, there ie a 
horse then working at  the brewery there, full thirty-one years of nge, 
af full health and vigour. For  the last fourteen years he has been 
at  the brewhouse, m d  hauled 50,000 barrels of beer. One of thirty- 
one years of nge is now in New York city, in a cart, and con drnw 
3000 Ibs.-the property of John Cornish. 

Two geese are now dive nt Greenwich villnge, town of Horse- 
neck, eighty-five ymrs of nge each. They were hatched on the same 
place, and nre still laying e,gs.-J. Mend, owner. 

Joltrt Kimey's strmige DedA-In the year 1745, died, at Phila- 
delphia, John Kinscy, 8 young man, son of Judge Kinsey. Hia 
death wns very singular. H e  mas killed by liis own gun, whilst 
resting the but of it on the bottom of n boat, in whicli he and his 
friends, on a shooting party, were crossing the Schuylkill, nt Gny'e 
ferry, on their return home. T h e  piece, from an unknown cause 
went off, and d i o ~  the load into his cheek, nnd thence it nscended 
into the brnin, and he died without uttering a word. But what ia 
pecnliarly memonble is; that be hnd a remarknble premonition, tire 
evening before, of liis catastrophe ; and he was then abroad, seeking 
to dissipate, by exercise nnd novelty of objects, the sad impresaione 
which tlie occurrence had had upon his apirits. 

He dreamed his cousin Pemberton had come to him, and told him 
to prepare to change worlds: while he  talked, he thought he head  
an explosion like thunder, and n flash of fire struck his cheek, [there 
wos no tliunder nt the timeJ nnd he awoke in great perturbation. 
T h e  sense of the shock was deeply impressed upon his spirits. He, 
however, composed himself win to sleep, and was -in, n~ he 
thought, (in dreaming,) visited. by many spiritunl beings, all of whom 
seemed to llim to intimate his death. T h e  influence of all these 
things upon his spirits wns very great the next day. H e  communi- 
cated the facts to his family, and endeavoured to dissipate the depres- 
sion of his spirits, and the corrstnnt thought of tlie past night, by 
cheerfulness. His co~~ipanions were sent for to aid him in this ob- 
ject, nnd it was soon proposed to tnke a rnmble in the woods with 
their guns. T h e  mother endeavoured much to dissuade him from 
taking his gun ; but it wns overruled. They crossed the middle ferry, 
and in pursuing the gnme, he sometimes mid, " I hope no accident 
will befall any of you, or me :" he often complained that his spirits 
were snd. At length, after some miles of such exercise, and when 
on their return, the fatnl nccident, above related, terminated his life! 
I have seen, in the possession of Mrs. D. Logan, a letter from John 
Ross, Esq., of the year 1745, [John Rossnfterwards lived in the house 
next to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, enstward, to his fiunilinr 1 friend, Dr. Cndwallnder Evnns, in which he derails a I the foregoing 
facts. ?Ie aserts he knows oU the prtiea;  nnd nlthough greatly d i s  



inclined LO superstition, he is compelled to suoscltJe to me truth of 
hem, as indubitably true. 

VarieticsJrom the Gazettes, +.-1726.-On the last day of De 
amber, Theoptiilus Longstreet, of Sl~rewsbury, of sixty yeam of age, 
met with seven swans flying over a meadow, and shot down six of 
them at the same s h o t 4  shot never surpassed. 

172s.-We have the following surprising, Lhough authentic ac- 
count of rum imported into Pennsylvania, during the year 1725, to 
wit:-224,500 gallons. In that day no oLher kind of spirits was 
used. 

1735.--Some fishermen took a shark, seven feet long, above the 
city ; the siune year (March 4) great quantities of codfish were taken 
off the capea - 

1753.-In this year the citizens of Philadelphia employed C a p  
A n  Swain to go to Hudson's bay, to endeavour to find a north-west 
pusage. He repeats his voyage the next year-both without m y  
important resul~ 

In  1754.-Month of June, a waterspout nppenred on the Zlela- 
ware, opposite to Kensington, u'hich was ~mried up Cooper's =reek, 
and supposed to break on the shore, where, it is said, considerable 
damage was done. A school-house was beat down, s roof blown off, 
and u new wherry was lifted up and broken to pieces by the Id: 
many trees were tom up by it. 

In  1748, Christopher Lehman records, that on the 4th of May it 
rained brimstone! Soon as I saw this fact, I inferred it must have 
been the floss from the pines in Jersey ; and now I lately saw a simi- 
h r  occurrence at Wilmmgton, North Carolina, from the same enuse, 
and exciting much su rise there. 

1758.-I saw a ~ 3 .  letter, from Hugh Robe* to B. Franklin, 
then in London, which states a mre thing, saying, 'L Our friend, Phi- 
lip Syng, has lost his excellent son John, stqngely. He had been 
poking a stick into a kitchen sink, and holding a lighted candle in 
the other hand, when a vapour therefrom took fire, and so penetrated 
him that he lost his senses, and died in a few days. 

R u i m  Speculaiwns.-Philadelphin, in common with her sister 
cities, has been occnsionally the victim of speculating mania. Six 
memornble insmnces have already occurred among us since the es- 
tablishn~ent of our independence. The facts concerning them seve- 
rally, though too long for the resent object, have been preserved in 
my MS. Annals, in the City f ibmry, pages 94 to 97. Suffice il here 
briefly to say, speculation first began, soon after the peace, in soldiers' 
certifientes-changing hands several times in a week, and constantly . 
gainlng ! 

The scrip of the Bank of the United States was a t-pemomble 
event. I t  changed hands hourly, and went up from % to 140 dol- 
lam, and then fell suddenly ; It went up like a rocket, and fell like 
its stick I" 

The  great land speculation of Morris and Nicholson, in the interion 



lands of our stnte, was a most engrosiug scheme of qgrnndizemeut: 
very few p ined  any thing, and many fortunes were ruined. Theg 
themselves were despentely ruincrl, nnd for the great finnncier him- 
self it provided a jnil. 

T h e  public mny form some iden of the extent of Morris nnd Nichol- 
sou's great land speculntion, in the fnct, t l~at  the debts unpaid by 
Nicholson are mid to amount to twelve millions of d o l l n ~ n  im- 
mense umount, certninly, icr M inclividud in those early days! 

Of the cxttnt of those landed poseessions, often Lou ht a t  n few P cents the acre, some conception may be formed, froin t ie fnct, that 
his brother Samuel reported to the government of Peonsylvanin, in 
1606, that the lands to which he hnd indisputnble title, covered one 
teventh of the mrface of the stnte ! H e  told of one single operation of 
mnsfer of lac.! i I Georgia, for between one and two millions of acres. 

Nicholson was the comptroller-geneml of the state of Pennsylvn- 
nin, fmni 1'752 to 1796, ~ n d  in some way u d  the public funda to 
carry on his purcl~nseh. Two years nfier he had ce~~stxl to be comp- 
troller, he  begnn to show his embnrrnsmen~s, and to excite a down- 
hill prepondemncy. I n  1800 he died, and then the whole concern 
exploded. His promissory notes become virtunlly ns bohing. Be- 
ing n great debtor to the state, his lnnds lay under its liens. Many 
of these have since been relieved by compromise; but still, more 
than a niillion of acres remain encu~iib~red thereby, and rendering, 
as n committee of the legislature declare, "titles doubtful and uocer- 
tnin, retarding improvement, and keeping d l  concerned in endless 
suspense." 

T o  remove these embnrmss~nents, "Nicholson's Court" hns been 
instituted, with pleiinry powers to relieve liens, and to adjust con- 
flicting claims, &c. As a part of its operations, almost all the lands 
$ Erie county is decreed io'pass under its attnchment~ ; and in Bea- 
ver county, some rwo or three hundred trncrs, exceeding 100,000 
acres of the best land, and equnl to one fourth of the county, are un- 
der similur process of action. Thus, at the end of forty years, doea 
the all-grasping cupidity of one man disturb the pence and welfare 
of whole communities. 

dficr the peace of 1783, deep speculation and great loesea were 
gustnineti hj cxceesive importations of British goods, beyooJ the 
menns of the country to consume them, prompted by an unpamlleled 
success in soles in a preceding gear. 

A deep and geneml speculation occurred in 181,344. I t  was be- 
gun among the grocers, and, findly, influenced most other brnnchea 
of business-uldmalely recoiling, m it was all artificially excited, on 
all concerned. 

In  1825, occurred deep speculations, and ruinous losses eventually, 
in the purchase of cotton intended for the English mnrket T h e  
w o u ~ d s  then inflicted, will long be remembered by some. It woe 
an excited mnnia of gambling in the article, nc. all wnrmnted bv 
the real want or deficiency of the article thus speculated upon. 



uHow OR ).as epeeulntion, drendful foe! 
Swept o'er rhe counq-laid our cities low! 
The bold p:ojector, restless of delay, 
Leaves, wih contempt, the old and beaten way 
Of patient labour-slow and cennin gain, 
The fruit of care, economy, nnd pain : 
But soon, reverses this conclusion bring, 
Credi~ nnd ruin are the selfsame IhinglS1 

Amuskg I;hcts.-Sonie items pnrtnking of singulnrity, and some- 
times of nmueement, in the contemplotion, are here set down, to wit: 

In  1720, Edwnrd Horne, by advertisement, offers English d r o n ,  
"by retnil, for its weight in s~lver!" 

Some yenr is advertised, '' best Virgitiin tobncco, cut and sold by 
James Allen, goldsmith." This union of two such dissimilnr pur- 
suite of business, strikes one as so incongruous now. 

Tobacco pipes, of long tnvern size," nre ndrertised ns sold at four 
shillings per gross, by Richard Warder, pipe-maker, where foul pipes 
are burnt for eight pence per gros! 

1722-1 meet with n stmnge expression-" 2%- sale by i7tclr of 
eatulle, on Mondny next, at  4 o'clock in the afternoon, nt the CofTes- 
house, a lot on Society hill," k c .  

1723.--Josinh Quinby, of West Chester, New York, n Friend, 
advertises that he  !ins discovered perpetual motion, and to be moved 
by tlle influence of the Nw~h star, k c .  ! ! nnd to be combined with 
the influence of a well of water, over which his machinery should 
work ! 

1724.-Andrew Bndford, printer, offem a remrd of 815,  for a p  
prehending John Jones, n tnll, slender lad, of eighteen y e m  of age, 
who stole five or six sheets o i  the 5 sl~illing and 20 shilling bills, 
which said Brndford was printi~ig. H e  escnped after capture, from 
the constnble, by slipping out of his cont, nnd lenving it in the con- 
stable's hnnd! H e  wore a light bob wig. 

In  1728, some wicked fellows, in a neighbouring Presbyterinn 
church, in lieu of n~~other  functionnry, set up n large sturgeon in the 

ulpit, in the hot days, and the church being  hut up, it wns not 
Enown until it becnme m putrid ns to compel the congregation to 
lenve the house, and worship in n neighbounng orclinrd. 

1729.-The Welsh having formed themselves into n fellowship 
nppoioted Dr. Wayman to ~xench them a sermon in their own lan- 

unge,and to give thema Welsh pn lm on the orgnn-then a novelty. 
But their crowning mrity wm, that after sermon, on the Lord's dny, 
they went to drinking heolthsand firing cnnnon, to Davis1 inn, at  the 
Queen's Head, in Wnter street, ench mnn wearing nt church nnd in 
the procession leeks in his hot, kc.-"So did not St. Paul!'& 

1731.-A certain stonscutler wns in n fair way of dying the dent11 
of a nobleninn, for bein found nnpping with his neighbour's wife, d :he husband took the n vnntnge of his being nsleep, to mnke an at. 
tenipt to cut o f  his head.-The wit which follows, in the reflections 
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on the cme, though showing the m r s e  taste of the rendere then, i 
llarmlessly left for the curious on page 118 of my MS. Annds, in d ~ e  
City Libnry. 

1734.-A widow, of Philadelphia, WM married in her shift, m i t l ~ o ~ ~ t  
any other apparel upon her, from a supposition prevulent then, that 
such a procedure would secure her husband in the Inn, from being 
sued for any debts of his predecessor. X d m ,  in 1748, confirms thia 
fact as a common occurrence, when her husband dies in debt She  ' 
thus affects to leave d l  to his creditors. H e  tells of a woman going 
from her former home, to the house of her intended husband, in her 
shift only, nod he meets her by the way and clothes her, before wit- 
nesses, soying, " he has lent theln." 

1737.-A curious writer gives a long list of tnvern expressions, 
used to ex-press drunkenness among the tipplers; some are-"He 
has token Hippocmtes' elixir;" lL he's ns dizzy as n goose;" c l l ~ i s  
head is filled with bees ;" " he's d i c t e d  ;" " lie's nlade on Indian 
fenst;" "he's sore footed ;" "he  clips hir, Sngiisl~;" "he sees two 
moons ;" " 11ns eat his opium ;" he cvnlks by slnrlight ;" has sold 
his senses;" has lost his rudder." 

1 7 5 4 . 4 s  advertised, as just published, " T h e  Youth's Entertnin- 
ing Amusement; or a plain Guide to Psalmody: being a choice col- 
lection of tunes, sung in the English Protestant congegotion in Phi- 
ladelphia, with rules for learning; by W. Dawson." l give this title 
ne a curious inadvertency, which expresses, with lnucl~ simplicity of 
judgment, an unwary fact-thnt the youth, and too many of their 
abettors, too often resort to psalmody (which should be worship and 
ailontion, if any thiug) for mere entertainment nod atnusement 

1'765.-There died this year, in the Northern Liberties, at  the age 
of sixty, Nargaret Gmy,'re~l~arlrable for llnving had tiir~e I-usbands! 

1 sometimes hear anecdotes which I choose to suppress, because of 
their connexion with living names. I think of on3 which contnim 
much piquancy and spirit. which I shall here put down ns illus~rnting 
a fnct which often occurred in the sudden trunsidons of men's condi- 
tions in theRevolution, from obscurity to eleva~ion and renown, where 
accompanied with valour and ambition.-A celebnted Friend, a 

reilcher, met nn old ncqtlnintance in the streets of I'hilndelpl~ia, tv11o 
!ad been of Friends' principles, with a swonl girt on his side.- 
" Why, friend," wid he, '' what is tliis thou hast bedecked thyself 
with 1 not a mpier !" " Yes," was tbe reply; l1 for ' liberty or death' 
is now the watcl~word of every man who means to defend his pro- 
perty." '& Why, indeed," rejoineJ the other, l1 tllou art altered 
throughout; thy mind hns become ae fierce as thy sword: I had not 
expected such high feelinos in thee. As to property, I thot~glit thee 
had none ; and IW to thy Pibefly, I thought thee nlready enjoyed that 

/by the kiadness of thy creditors!"-The pntriot alluded to was con 
npicuous in the public meaeures of the war; and although he never 
used his sword in act~:al combat, he directed those who did, and , 



from that day has been n successful candidate to public offices; and 
tintilly, has rnised himself a respectable name and estate. 

I notice in the old MSS., that they originally called a portmnntear 
(as we now cnll it) npmtma~Jle-certainIy an  appropriate name, aa 
it wns originally used ns nn intended cover for the necessary cloak or 
mantle, in tmvelling on horseback. T h e  present word Xmpeack, I 
nlso found was originally spelled s n a p s o c k 4 n  expressive nnme 
when we consider it, os it wns, a sack which fnstened witb a s n a p  
q r i n  ot lock. As it wns in itself a convenient pillow for the travel- 
ler wten  oldiged to sleep abroad in the woods, it must have received 
the nickname of m p  among the soldiers. T h e  words ortmantle P nnd snapsack mny be found used in Mndarne Knight's oumal, of 
1704.-I think I have discovered the origin of the name of " Blue 
stockings," applied to literary India* I find that, a century ngo, it  
was a mnrk of lady-like distinction to wear coloured stocliings, with 
great clocks-blue and green colours were preferred. T h e  ladies 
who then formed litemry clubs, being, of course, the best educated, 
and coming from the upper class in society, were those, cbicfly, who 
could nfford the blue stockings.-A pair of those stockings, of green 
silk, and broad red clocks, I have lately seen in possession of Samuel 
Coates, Eq. They were the wedding ones of his grandmother, i n  
Philadelphia, and are double the weight of the present silk hose. 

Surcati? R of GoM Gins.-The Saturday Bulletin, of the 29th of 
January, 1b1, republishes a long article from the Lancne r  Gazette, 
called Reminiscences of Philadel hia :" the some is managed with 
wnsidernble humour, and is inten f ed to show, that the house of N 
and D., and the silversmith, Mr. D., were considerably en,pged in 
money-making, as a matter of commerce, by sweating gold coin, 
and making it lighter [hereby, for the West India tmde, &c. This  
wns during the time of the operation of Jay's treaty, which opened 
an extensive commerce with the British West India islands. It Iluv- 
ing been noticed that the hnlf johannes was taken there by tnle, the 
process of .voealitg woe resorted to, by which fifteen to twenty per 
cent  of i b  value was retained. This  answered sundry merchanb for 
n ,time; but it becoming dangerous and disreputable ns it becan~e 
known, another expedient was resorted to-to make dies to construct 
a coin of alloyed gold. A Mr. Timothy Binghnm, u die-sinker, and 
a Mr. Armitage, were employed in this service by sundry merchants, 
to whom they mnde their plnns known. At the same time, Mr. D., 
the silversmith, also c~nceived the plan of making them, for his own 
ninrket, so ne to make his pieces, of six pennyweight, pass in the . 
West Indies for eight dollars. H e  quit his employmeut as a silver- 
smith, it is snid, and moved into fnshionable display, in the hopes of 
his splendid fortune; but n disaster at sea sunk his gold, abd buried 
d l  his golden dreams at once.-[I knew the man, but 1 never henrd 
of these circu~nstances.l 
' Lady Monbgue's atoy awmr (w modern to acmunt for it, and lwb like a f o r d  

cxplnnation.' 



gold-sweating was done at Xew Yor?;, lejore the Revolutioq 
without shame or reproach, for all gold going to the West Indiea 
An old gentletnnn told me, h a t  he caw it often done there, when he 
was a lad, seventy yerus ago. I t  sweat o f  like water. 

Potdoes.-This excellent vegetable mas very slow of reception 
among us. I t  wns fimt introduced from Ireland, in 1719, by n colony 
of Presbyterian Irish, settled a t  Londonderry, in New Hampshire. 
They were so slow in its use in New England, that ns late ns 1740, 
it was still a prnctice with masters to stipulate with some apprentices 
that they should not be obliged to use them! T h e  prejudice wos 
pretty g e n e d  qainst  them, that they mould shorten men's lives, and 
lnrtke them unhealthy; and it wrts only when some people of the 
better swrt chose to eat them as a palatable dish, that tlte mass of the 
people were disposed to give them countenance. At ahout the same 
time, fine d m o n  were SO plentiful in Connecticut river, that appren- 
tices in New England, stipulated not to eat them more than twice a 
week ! 
Big Oak 7Yce .Such  a tree, little noticed, is now stnnding on 

the fann of the Almshouse, near Philadelpliin, probably the layest in 
Philadelphia county. I t  measures fourteen feet seven inches in cir- 
cumference at the base, two feet. above ground ; and twelve feel eight 
inches at six feet from the ground. Its diameter, at one foot above the 
ground, is five feet four'inches. T h e  height of the tree is about fifty 
feet, and it hrts four big limbs, extending thirty-four, forty, forty-three, 
nod forty-six feet, respectively. It appears to have incrensed by its 
m n u d  ring, one eighth of an inch, and thus to indicate the tree to 
be two hundred and forty years of age. It is now, in 1837, in a 
state of dewy, havirrg the trunk or body of the tree hollow; but it 
may list as a venemble relic of days hygone, for s e v e d  years to 
come. 

Penn's Rnns on Mile-stems.-There are now but few persons 
who ore aware of these old wile-stones, mcde or wntlstone. They  
stnnd on the Gulf road, and on another prallel road, probably the 
Hoverford, marked 12 miles from the c i t y -D  in front, and on the 
x c k  a. T h e  three balls have always been called 'L the apple- 
dumpli~ig." T h e  stones on one of these roads were placed there by 
the Mutuol Assurance Fire Company, ns a price for their charter 
from the I'enn f w d y .  It was a tradition of simple folk, that Penn 
was leasled with dut l~pl inp by King Tamany, at the Treaty-tree, 
and so p v c  rise to tlte balls os Penn's a m s !  

Attcienl GXIL found.-Ten pieces of silver coin, about two hun- 
dred years old, were recently ploughed up 011 B. C. Timmins7 farm, 
at  Chester, Burlington county, N. J. They are nbout the size 3f o 
dollar. No. 1, dated 1647, coined under Fred. Henry, prince of 
Omnge: motto, " Conlidens in Domino, non move~ur"-(those who 
trustjn God, shall not be moved.) No. 2, dated 1677, caned under 
Willinm III., prince of Omnge, with h e  same motto. 

Mileh Ckius arid Cbwherd.-There used to be a regtlar gather 



11g of cows, by a cowherd, in Philadelpllia, in Dock street near Se 
cond, which wns continued down to the yenr 1795. Every morn- 
.ng, enrly, he stood at that place and hlew his horn. Then all the 
housekeepers let out the cows in the neighbourhood-some two 01 
three dozen, which would go directly to the point of nssemblnge, d l  
rtnnding still till the whole were gathered ; then they weut off with 
the cowherd to their field or commons for the day. In thc evening 
he went for them nnd returned to the some spot; then the cowherd 
blew his horn, to warn the housekeepers of their return, when they 
opened their gates. At a signal understood, he blew his last blast, 
and they all dispersed to their severnl homes. 

I know saved persons, now of about sixty years of age, (in 1836,) 
sons of men in the best circumstances of life, who used to drive their 
cows out of town. daily, to pasture. [I h o w  severnl of our city 
great ones, who would not t h ~ k  me for my recollec~ion of their 
nn~nes and nctions.] They drove cows from as far as High street by 
Second and Third streets, out to the neighbourhood of Bush-hill and 
Girnrd college. I lately met one of the persons in this neighbour- 
I~ood, and he inquired of me if I could recollect when he had cllnrge 
of three such cows daily. He is now independent, and a bank di- 
rector. 

Tar and Fbatlrers at Philade&hia.-In October, 1769, a man 
who had i n f m d  against some run wines, from an Egg Harbour 
shallop, \vas seized by some tnrs, and tarred and feathered from head 
to foot, then parnded through the street, and before every custom- 
house officer's door, and at the collector's. They then set him in 
the pillory, and afterwards ducked him in the mud of the dock, and 
then let him go in  peace, to sin no more. [Similar measures were 
performed u on informers at New York and Boston in those days. 

A Grave i lone to James Porteus, dated July, 1736, now actual ! y 
heads his gmve in a city yard, sn in Fox's lot in North Third skeet. 

A gmve-stone to M. Leader, r ettered 1715, y e d  sixty-four years, 
with an hour-glass devim, was dug up in 1832, In digging for a cel 
iar, in the yard of No. 70, west side of Second street, below Chest- 
nut street The place was mide ground, and may have been e 
fn~nily burial plnce. 

Two grove-stones, of John and Rhoda Church, were dug from a 
cellnr in Arch street, between Seventh and Eighth streets, in 1842 
It l~ad been Dr Church's family ground. 



Curiosities and Discoveries. 

CURIOSITIES AND DISCOVERIES. 

I srq the tale, as it was said to me." 

THE following fncts, for wont of a better designntion, ore armnged 
under the present head, dthough their value, as d i ~ c o v ~ c s  or c u r h i -  
ties, may hnve but little claim to future renown, to wit: 

Kalm, the Swedish trnveller, when here, in the yenr 1748, spenks 
of numerous instances of finding frngments of trees deeply embedded 
in the earth at Philndelphin and elsewhere. H e  had himself got a 
piece of petrified hickory, on the north-west side of the town, in the 
clay pits, then filled with mnter from n brook, where were many 
muscle shells-Mytili nnntini. Boys gathered them nnd brought 
them to town for snle, where they were coneidered n dainty. Piecea 
of trees, roots, and leaves of oak, were often dug up from the well 
pits, dug in Philndelphin nt the depth of eighteen feet. They nlsc 
found in some plnces n slime like thnt which the sen throws on the 
shore. This slime was often full of trees, brnnches, reed, chnrconl, 
&c. H e  relutes siniilnr fncts from severd of tlle Swedes ut Swedes- 
' boro9-then cnlled Rnckoon, to wit: One King, a mnn of fifty yenrs 
of nge, had got n well dug on a hill near a rivulet, and nt the depth 
of forty feet, found n quantity of shells of oysters nnd muscles, be- 
sides rnuch reed and pieces of broken brnnches. Peter Rambo, 
about sixty yenrs of nge, mid thnt in several plnces nt Rnckoon, 
where they hnd dug deep in the ground, they hod found qunntitiea 
of muscle shells nnd other mnrine animals. Sometimes, nt twenty 
feet depth, they discovered logs of wood petrified, nnu >then were 
chnmd, probably by some mineml vnpour. On mnking n dike seve- 
rnl ycars before this relation, along the creek on which the Swedish 
church at Rnckoon stood, they found, in cutting through a bonk, thnt 
it wne filled with oysrer shells, nltho~~gh it tvos one hundred nnd 
twenty miles from the nearest sea shore. Often in digging wells 
they found clams. Similar relntions were confirmed by- specinl 
declnmtions of Mauris Keen, Iven Lock, \Villinm Cobb, Aoke 
Helm, &c. They related that on one occnsion they found, at a 
depth of twenty to thirty feet, a whole bundle of flnx in good condi- 
tion. I t  excited ven t  surprise how it could get there. Mr. Knlm 
i l n ~ i n e s  it mny hnve been the wild Virgioin flnx-Linam vir 
g~n~anum.  Or it mny have been w h a ~  the Swedes themselves called 
Indian hemp-Apocynum cnnnnbinom-n plant which formeriy 
grew ~ t i f d l y  in old corn ground, in woods nnd on h i lk  From 
this, e Indians mnde their ro ee and lishing tnckle, &c. I hnve P been t hw  ;~n;.,im!nr in this detni ,because I hnve myself a specimen 
of n honk of hemp? ns the discoverers cnlled it, dug up from a 
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well in the new pnson, western ynrd, near Centre quore, from the 
bottom of a pit or privy, at twelve feet deep. 

Old Mauns Keen, n respectnble Swede, told Mr. Kalm, i n  1748, 
thnt on their making a first settlement at Helsinbuq, on the Dela- 
ware below Salem, they found in digging to the depth of twenty 
feet, some wells enclosed with brick wnlls. T h e  wells were a t  thnt 
time on the lnnd, hut in such places as are sometimes under water 
and sometimes dty. But since that time, the ground hns been so 
washed n m y  (of course old Helsinburg &o!) thnt the wells ore en- 
tirely covered by the river, and the water is seldom low enough to 
show the wells. As the Swedes afterwards mnde new wells at sonie 
distance from the former, they discovered in the ground some broken 
earthen vessels and some entire good bricks, and they of~en got then1 
out of die ground by ploughing. These facts Mr. Kalw said, he  
often heard repeated by the aged Swedes. Their own belief was 
tl~at the lnnd, before their settlc~nent there, hnd been possessed by 
some other mce of Europeans, even possibly ne the WiwclancE to 
which the old Korwegiiins went. T h e  Indinns, too, spoke of those 
wells, as being n trndition, that they hnd been mnde by nnother mca 
of people some centuries before. We shnll, however, see in these 
pnges, thnt the Indians themselves had sonie rude construction of p o t  
tery, but never like the idea of real bricks. T h e  wholesuggestiononc! 
facta are c~trious, and mny afford some speculation. 

I n  digging n well for the house of the late David Rittenhouse, nt 
the north-west comer of Seventh and Arch streets, they found tho 
remains of n pine tree, at n deptli of eighteen feet below ground. On 
the ground of Mr. Powell, within the same squnre, nnother like 
remains was also found; one of them was laying horizontnl from 
the other, which seemed to be standing; they were obliged to cut off 
a limb to proceed with their work. 

I n  digging a well for a pump, at  Binghnm's stable, back of the 
Mansion house, the well-digger found, at the deptli of twenty-one 
feet, the nppenmnce of t i  fonner surfnce, ond scvernl hickory nub 
thereon. 

In  some pnrt of Spruce street, some distnnce below the surface, 
the street commissioner, who told of it to Thotnns Bmdford, found 
there a pile of cord wood standing on ita end. 

T h e  trunk of n bu~tonwood wns found near Arch nnd Seventh 
etreets, at  n great dppth beneath ita present surface. I t  wns em- 
bedded in black m f ~ d ,  and had many leaves and ncorns nbout it. 

Mr. John X ~ o r e ,  a brick-mtlson of the city, told me a fnct which . 
strongly illustrntes the rnpid rise of Philadelphia-to wit: thnt al- 
though he wns but sixty years of nge, he  had built five\ hundred 
ltuildings. H e  gnve me the following fncts, viz. : About forty 
yeam ngo, in digging a well thirty feet at  the so~ith-west comer of 
Eighth and Cherry streets for P. Waglnm, they came to II pine tree, 
laying hyizontnl, which they cut through, of great dimensions. Mr. 
Moore hos seven houses in Cherry street, on the south side, between 
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Eiglith and Ninth streets. I n  digging Iiis front well in Cherry 
street, at thirty feet, they m e  to nlarsh mud, and found acorns and 
oak leaves in abundance, and a little below them they came to fine - led coarse ,gavel, from the size of peas to filberts. Afienvards 

e dug two wells back, one hundred and foriy feet southward on E""" 
mid ground, and at same depth came to precisely the same discove- 
ries of acoms, leaves, and gravel. All the earth, save the first four 
tc four and a half feet of made ground, appeared to be the n n t u d  
stnta of loam and sand. When he e . ~  building Mr. Gimrd's stores 
in north Water street, about thirty-five years ago, they dug out of 
:lie cellar ground, wine and beer, about one dozen bottles each, 
which still retained strenph, supposed to hare been buried there 
one hundred years. 

Mr. Gmff, the city agent for the water pipes, informed me of his 
having found, in digging to lay them, " near the Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania," in Second street, as I understood him, at twelve feet below 
the present surface, a regular pebble pavement. I should expect 
this to be the case in Walnut street, westward of Second street 

T h e  late aged Timothy Matlack, Eq., told me of his having seen 
sptterdocks, fresh and green, dug up  at eighteen feet depth, a t  the 

lace called Clarke c t  Moore's brewhouse, on Sixth street a little 
[elow Arch street. This occurred in the year 1760, and the speci- 
mens were used by Dr. Kit~nersly, in the College before his class. 

At the corner of Fourth and Greenleaf alley he saw, at  four feet 
beneath the present surface, the top of a white oak mil post, m d  
they had to dig ten feet more for a fast foiindation for a house. 

Colonel Jnlnes Morris, when ninety years of age, told me of h b  
seeing turf dug up at the time of sinking the foundation of Second 
street bridge over Dock creek.. It was a congeries of black fibrous 
roots. 'l'urf also mas seen in diggin: seventeen feet for a grnvel 
foundation to Fmncis West's store in Dock street. T h e  turf woe 
found at twelve feet depth. 

T h e  late Jacob Shoemaker mid he saw coal tnken from a vein 
found in digging a well at a place in Turner's lane, about a quarter 
of a mile eastward of the Ridge road. I t  wns, however, more ro- 
bable it was such charred cvood as is now found ill the river ban ot 
Bordentown. 

E 
Kensington him its foundation on quick a n d ,  so that none of their 

wells mill hold any depth of water. 
Governor Dennie's daughter was buried in the Friend's b~irying 

ground near the corner of Tbird and Arch streets. Whet is curious 
is, that after she had been buried thirty years, she was dug. up and 
found entire, but perished when exposed to the air. Her hair had 
grown as long tw the gmve-digger could extend his hnnds. Her 
broad riband was entire and was worn aftenvards by the digger% 
dnugl~ter! Her nails were grown too. This relation is well esh- 
Llished, and fully agrees with some other facta of the enduring 
nudity of silk-for instance, on disinterring the leaden cofins of 
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Lord and Lady Bellemont nt New York, in 1787, the lend wns found 
corroded, but the silk velvet on the lid was entire. At Boston, in 
1S24, they dlinterred n British oEcer; the body and clothes w e n  
perished, but  he silk militnry snsh wns ~ o u n d  in materid and 
colour. 

Thomas Dixey, a pump-maker and well-digger, a man of seventy 
)-ears of age ; intelligent and respectable, a chief undertaker, in his 
way, for forty years in the city, Laving been requested to tell me 4 
he Itnd ever met with os curious under ground, told me, thnt he hna 
often, in several places, at considemble depths, come ncross acorns, 
byster shells, &kc. H e  told me that in the neighbourhood of Carter's 
alley and Go-Forth nlley he dug twenty feet, and cnme to oyster 
shells nnd morns. H e  found a greit nnd excellent spring nt twenty- 
eight feet depth, nt the corner of Go-Forth nlley nnd Dock creek. 

When the house, No. 72, South Fourth street, a little nbove W d -  
nut street, west side, wm built, they dug nine feet for their cellnr, 
and there came to Cn old post and roil fence. 

Ur. Dixey, in digging for n well on the north side of South street, 
near Third street, on the premises of RIr Xecd, silk dyer, came, 
at  the depth of twenty-five feet, ncross n pint. limb of three inches in 
thickness, having its bark on i t  It had petrified, and he actunlly 
ground it into a good hone, and gave it to the mid Mr. Reed. 

At No. 13, Dock street, the house of Thomns Shields, wos found, 
in digging his cellar, u regular fire hearth, one a hnlf feet below the 
prese3 spring-tide mark. 

Christitln Witmeek. an old dicmr of wells in the Northern Liber- 
ties, mentioned som; discoveri&"aboot Peg@ run. I n  Lowher7s 
tnnynrd, nt thirteen feet depth, cut across n small foilen t r ee -dug  
thirtyeight feet; at thirty-four feet they came to wood; full ns 
much as twenty-four feet wns of bluck mud. I n  digging n well 
new there for Thomiu Steel, No. 81, S t  John street, he cnme, at 
twenty-oue feet depth, to real turf of ten feet thickness; at  twenty- 
eix feet depth they came to n crotch of n pine tree. 

T h e  clny in the vicinity of the new prison in Arch street, by 
Centre square, is the deepest in the city, being twenty-eight feet 
deep. I n  digging twenty-eight feet on Singer's lot nenr there, Mr. 
Groves came to gmvel, nnd dug up  n limb of an oak tree of five 
inches thickness, and longer than the well across which it lay. 
Some oak lenves, nnd the impressionsof several were marked on the 
clny. Mr. Grove found on Indian tomnhnwk at five feet depth in 
M'Cren's lot, in Chestnut street, &-a-uis Dorsey's Gothic mansion. 

In digging a well for Thatcher, in Front nenr to Noble street, 
hey come, nt the depth of twenty-eight feet, to on onk log of eighteen 
inches thiclcnesa, quite across the pit. T h e  whole was nlhvinl de- 
posit in that neighbourhood. Turf was dug out and burnt-in dig- 
ging for the drain wells of twenty-eight feetdepth under the present 
Sansom'e row, in Second street north of Pegg's run. 

I n  Race street, between Front and Second &eels, in digging the 
VOL. 11.3 D 36. 
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foundauon 01 the engine house now there, they dug up an Indian 
gmve, and found the bonez. 

A t  the comer of Eighth and Cherry streets, in dig$ng a nl 
the depth of forty feet, says Joseph Sansotn, they found a fnllen log 

Other facts of subterrene discoveries will be found in other pans 
9f !his work, connected with cercnin lomlities spoken of seremlly. 

I n  1707-8, there w a s  much espechtioa, through the suggestions 
of Governor Evans, of a great discovery of ralunble lninemls in 
Pennsylmnia. Ilrillirun Penn, on hearing of it, begged an explana- 
tion, and hoped it might relieve him from his enibnmrssnients! It 
proved, however, to be o deceit of one Nitchell, who had been a 
miner in England. H e  pretended he was led to the discovery by a 
Shanmese king. Some of the "black snnd," L.c., was sent to Penn 
LO m y  ir. 

111 1'722, mine lnnd is spoken of ns having been taken up for Sir 
William Keith, at n place beyond Susquehanna. 

I n  1725, Jun~es  Lognn writes of there being then four furnacea in 
the colony in blast. 

About the yew 1590, John Nancarro, a Scotchman, had a furnace 
under ground for converting iron into steel. I t  stood at the north- 
west corner of Ninth and Walnut streets. There was also a fur- 
nace, above ground, at  the north-west corner of Eighth and Walnut 
streets, having a large chimney, and tapering to the top. There n 
curious fact occurred, which, but for this record, might puzzle the 
wgnoscenfi and antiquaries at  some future day ;-such os whether 
the aborigines had not understood the art of fusing iron, k c .  T h e  
fact was this:-The great mnss of five tons of iron bars which were 
iu the furnace, mas suddenly converted into a great rock of steel, by 
reason of a fissure in the furnifce which let in the air, and consumed 
the charcool, whereby the whole n n  inlo steel, equal to four or five 
tons. Some houses, of very shallow cellnrs, have been since erected 
over the place, and d l  are quits unconscious of the treasure which 
rests beneath thetn. I t  wns an open lot when so used by Nancnrro. 

There is a curious and unaccounhble vault far under ground, in 
the back premises of Messw. John and C. J. Wistar.--say, No. 139 
High street, north side, nnd between Third nnd F o u r ~ h  streets. At 
fourteen feet depth is a regular arched work of stone, sixteen feet 
long, and without anj- visible outlet. I n  breaking into its top to 
know its contents, they found nothing therein, save a log lyjng 
along the whole length. They sealed it up ngnin, and the pnvy 
wall now rests upon it. There is no conjecture formed concerning 
whnt it may have been constructed for, nor nt what tim-e :I may 
have been made. Dr. Frnnklin once lived in the ad'oining house, 
No. 141; (both houses belonged to Wistar,) whether t i e  r' vnult could 
have hpd any connerion with his pl~ilosopliy may be a question 
In rebuilding those houses five wells were found ouder the founda- 
tions. 

In  the yek.r 1836, when digging to lay down the hy,lmrtt pipe in 



High street, opposite to Decatur street, they found, under ground, 
the+ of a store or stable, out in the middle of the street; the 
joists were still sound and henvy. I think it must have been the 
remains of the which once ought to have run across the 
street at thnt place. 

At that run, a drunken man, who hod fillen into it, wns found 
drowned, lyi?g on his face. 

In 1738, ~t is nnnounced in the Gazette, that they have the 
plensure to ncqunint the world, that the famous Chinese plant, g m  
setq, is now discovered in the province, near S~isquehanna It np- 
pcm from the specimens sent home, thnt it q e e s  with Du Hnlde7e 
account, and with Chambers' Dictionary. 

Our Gems.-We are little aware of the treasure we pomes~ among 
ourselves in the way of genls. The reason that they are not souglit 
and, known is, that they cost so high to prepare them for use; r 
thnt only imported ones are now used by our jewellers. We hnv- 
the chrysopmse, of a pea-peen, the amethyst, the t o p ,  in the 
yellow quartz. The while or rock crystal, nlso the brown crystal 
or smoky quartz, in splendid specimens, in Lnnmter county. The 
garnet or carbuncle, of a rich red, is found abundantly near Meat 
Chester, and some near Germantown. The calcedony, in much 
variety, abounds in our state and New York. Jasper is found very 
good at Hoboken. The beryl, splendid and perfect, is found in 
Cheater county, exceeding eight inches in diameter. Severnl of tbe 
above gems are to be gathered by the handful-picking one and 
two here and there at a time, on the sand bench of Cape May, by the 
eummer bathers who may ad dong the strand for that purpose; 
they being such as are was ! ed up in stornls fmm the bosom of the 
ocean, where they may have been cast, in the whirl of waters 
at the first rotary impulse of the earth, when the fiat went forth- 
"Let the dry land appear." When we shall hove lapidaries work- 
ing as chenply as in Europe, these stones may find demand-and 
withal, loner their market price. 
Th cIcalybeate spring, at Harrowgate, ie first announced as a 

discovery by George Esterly, in July, 1784. After that, it becamea 
plnce of public resort, as a beautiful garden, kc., and was so sus- 
cained for many yearn 



WHALE3 AND WHALERY. 

"The huge potentate of the scaly uain." 

IT will surprise a modem Philadelphim to l m  how vey  much 
the public attention wns once engnged in the fishery of mhdes dong 
our const, m d  to l a m  withal, that they disdnined not occaeiondly 
to leave their briny deeps to explore and tclstc the gustful fresh wntere 
of our Delnwnre--even there 

"Enormous sails incumbent, m animated isle. 
And m his way dashes to heaven's blue arch the foaming wave." 

ti The Free Society of Traders" had it as a part of their original 
scheme of profit, to prosecute estensively the catching of whnles. 
T o  this purpose they instituted a whnlery near Lewistown, nnd, na I 
am inclined to think, there wns once in some way connected with 
the whdery a lace of sale or deposit, at the junction of Whale- 
bone alley" an ! Chestnut street, on the m e  premises now Pritchet's. 
The old house wbich formerly stood there bnd o. lnrge whalebone 
&ed to the wnll of the house, and when lately digging through 
the made earth in the yard, they dug up seven1 fngments of whales, 
mch ns tnils, fins, &c. Its location there originnlly wns by the tide. 
water ranging in Dock creek. Be this ns it may, we are certain of 
the whdes nnd whderies, from fncts like the following, to wit : 

In 16&3, William Penn, in writing to the above society, snye, 
"The whdery both n sound and fruitful bmk, and the town of 
Lewis by it, to help your people." 

In  another let:er of the same yenr he mys, "Mighty whdes roll 
upon the const, near the mou j of the bny of the Delaware; eleven 
caught and worked into oil in one season. We justly hope a con- 
sidernble profit by whdery, they being so numerous, m d  the shorn 
so suitable." 

In nnother letter of 1683, William Penn again mys, gc Whdea nre 
in great plenty for oil, nnd two compnnies of whalers, and hopes of 
finding plenty of good cod in the bay." 

In 1658, Phinens Pemberton, of Pennsbury, records a singular 
visiter, saying, "a whnle wna seen in the Delnware ns high ns the 
fnlls !" 

In 1696, Gov. Andrew Hnmilton, of Burlington, New Jersey, 
nuthorizea George Tnylor, of Cnpe May, to be his deputy, and to 
take into his mession wrecks, or drift whales, or other royal fish, 
that s b l l  be a riven on shore dong the const, or in the Delaware. 

In 1722, deficiency of whnlea is intimnted, snying in the Gazette, 
thnt there are but four whnles killed on Long blnnd, and but l ide 
oil is expected from thence. 
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I n  1730, n eow whale of fifty feet length is advertised as going 
ashore to the northward of Cape May, dead. The harpoonem are 
requested to go nnd clnim it; thus showing, I presume, that a fisherf 
was then near there, by the same persons who may have harpooned it. 

In  1733, month of April, two whales, supposed to be a cow nnd 
a d f ,  appeared in the river before the city. They were pursued 
and shot at by people in severnl boots, but escaped notwithstanding. 
What a mre spectacle it must have been to the fresh water cockneys 
of the city. . 

I n  1735, month of July, some fishermen proved their better sue- 
cess at this time in cnpturing an ocean fish, such as a shnrk of seven 
feet length in n net, a little nbove the city. The Gnzette of the day 
snys it is but seldom a shnrk is found so high in fresh wnter. If thnt 
waa stmnge in that dny, it was still stranger in modem times, when 
LL a voracious ehark" of nine feet long and five hundred weight wne 
caught at Windmill cove, only five miles below Philndel hin, in tR July, 1823. Not long after, my in January, 1824, nenr e same 
place, was taken a senl of four feet four inches long, and sixty-~ne 
pounds weight, nenr the Repaup flood gntes. 

About the mme time another was taken in the Elk river. Many 
y m  ngo d s  were often seenaboutAmboy, but to no useful purposa 

In 1736, Febmn , " two whales are killed at Cape May, equal 'P to forty barrels of oi , and several more are espected to be killed by 
the whnlemen on the coast." 

Finally, the last huge potentate of the s d y  tmin" mode hie 
visit up the Delnwnre about the year 1809,-then n whnle of pretty 
large dimensions, to the great surprise of our citizens, was caught 
near Chester. He  wns deemed a rare wanderer, and as such become 
a sub'ect of good speculation as an exhibition in Philadelphia and h elsew ere. Thomas Pryor, who purchased it, made money by it, 
and in reference to bis gains was called Whale Pryor." The 'awe 
were so distended ns to receive therein an arm chair, in which ri- 
mten sat. 

Two dead whnlee were driven on shore at Brrsntengue bench, near 
Snowhill, Marylnnd, in December, 1833; one n hundred and 
seventeen feet in length, and the other eighty-seven feet in length. 
The  cause of their death unknown. 'They were expected to maim 
three hundred barrels of oil. 

I t  is n fact but little known, that, even now, there is a family on 
Long beach, New Jersey, who are every winter seeking for, and 
sometimes cn turing whales. I n  this business they have been en- . 
gaged, the fat R er and two sons, ever since the time of the Revolution. 

In May, 1834, a young whale, of sixty feet, went into Nqw Hnven 
harbour-was chased, grounded, and ueed up. 

I n  April, 1833, three s d s  were seen nenr Chester. One of them 
was caught in the shad seine, and vns kept far exhibition Some 
had before appeared in New York harbour near their old haunt at 
[tobyn'e reef. 



Chvrpcs and Eneyd.  

GRAPES AND VINEYAltDS. 

Nuare~ous incidental inurnations and facts evince the expectntionr 
originally entertnined for makiug this a flourislring gmpe and wino 
country. Before Peon's arrival, the numerous grapevines, every 
where climbing the branches of our forest trees, p v e  some sanction 
to the idea that ours may have been the ancient ,Vinelald so mys- 
teriously spoken of by the Norwegian writers. Almost all the navi- 
gators, on their several discoveries, stated their hopes, from the 
abundance of grapevines, with exultation. But neglecling these we 
have substituted whisky! 

Penn, in his letter of lGS3, to the Free Society of Tmders, sap, 
u Here are grapes of divers sorts. The great red gripe, now ripe, 
(in August,) d l e d  by ignorance the fox gmpe, bemuse of the nch 
relish it hath with unskilful palates, is in itself an extmonliorrry 
grape, and by art, doubtless, may be cultivated to an excellent wine 
-if not so sweet, yet little inferio~ to the Frontignac, as it is nut 
much unlike in taste, ruddiness set nside, which in such things, ne 
well ns mankind, differs the case much. There is a kind of mu5 
cadel, and a little black gmpe, like the cluster grape of England, 
not yet so ripe as the other, but they tell me, when ripe, sweeter; 
and that they only want skilful vignsrons to make good use of 
them." Then he adds--" I intend to venture on it with my French- 
man this season, who shows some knowledge in these t h i n ~  At 
the snme time he questions whether it is best to fall to fin~ng the 
grapes of the country, or to send for foreign stems and seta already 
approved. If Gad spare hia life, he will try both menn~~~-[a mode 
of practice recently obtaining favour wid1 severnl experimenters.] 
'' Finally," he says, 1L I would advise you to send for some thousan& 
of plante out of France, with some able vignerona" 

With such views, Peun, as we shall presently show, instituted 
several small experiments. He and others naturally inferred, that a 
country so fruitful in its spontnneous productions of grapes, must 
have had a peculiar aduptation for the vine. When the celebmled 
George Fox, the fouuder of Friends, was a traveller through our 
wooded wilderness, he expressly notices his perpetual embarmss- 
ments in riding, from the numerous entangling grapevines. The  
same too is expressly mentioned by Pnatorius, in his tmversing the 
original site of Philadelphia. And when Kalm was here, in 17d8, 
he s p y  of grapevines in every direction, the moment he got rith- 
out t ~ e  bounds of the city; and in his rides to Germantown and 
Chester, &c., he found them all along his way. Thus numeroue 
und various as they once were, it may be a question, whether, in 
the general destructiou of the vines since, we have not destroyed 
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eeveml of peculinr excellence, since modern accidental discoveries 
have brought some excellent specimens to notice,--such aa the 
Onvigsburg nnd Suaquehnnnn. 

In  1695, William Penn, in speaking of his vineynrd to hie 
steward, James Harrison, writes: "Although the vineyilrd be as yet 
of no vnlue, and I might be out of pocket, tdl I come, be regardful to 
Andrew Dore, the Frenchman. He  is hot, but I think honest" 
%is, I presume, refera to the vigueron, and to the vineyard at 
Gpringettsbury. 

In another letter, he writes to " recommend Chnrles de la Noe, 3 
French ~niaister, who intends, with his two servants, to try a vine- 
yard, nnd if he be well used more will follow." 

In 1666, he writes to the m n e  steward, mying, " All the vines 
formerly sent and in the vessel (now,) are intended for Andrew 
(Dore,) nt the Schuylkill, for the vineynrd. I could have been glnd 
of a taste Inst year, m I hear he made some." Agnin he says, LL If 
wine cnn be made by Andrew Dore, at the vineyard, it will be 
worth to the province housnnds by the year,-there will be bun- 
dreds of vineyards, if it takes. I understand he produced ri e gmpea LR by the 28th of 5 tno., from shoota of fifteen or sixteen mon s, plant- 
ing. Many French nre disheartened by the Carolinas. (for vines,) aa 
not hot enough!" 

About the time William Penn waa thus urging the cultivation of 
the vine, his enlightened friend Pnstorius, tlie German and scholar, , 
waa experimenting, ne he expressly snys, on his little vineynrd in 
Germnntown. 

How those vineyards succeeded, or how the) fniled, we have no 
data on which to found an explanntion now. We beheld, however, 
lately, that Mr. E. H. Bond1 wns succeeding with a vineyard among 
us; and at Little York the success is quite encournging. 

The  following descri tion of the discovery and charncter of tho P Suquehnnna gmpe, wil probably go far to prove the superiority of 
some nnturnl p p e s  once among us, or leave grounds to speculate 
on the possibility of birde conveying off some of Penn's above men- 
tioned im orted seeds! Another new and excellent grope hns been 
discovere l' on the line of the new eannl, beyond the Susquehnnna 

About 16 yearn ngo, there were obtained some cuttings of a grnpe- 
vine which wne discovered by Mr. Dininger, on an islnnd in the 
Suaquehnnnn, called Brushy island. The island upon which thie 
vine waa found is uninhabited and uncultivated, the soil alluvial, 
and subject to overflow. The  vine runs u on a large sycamore, . 
spreading through the top bmnches, to the [eight of forty or filly 
feet from the ground, and appears to have grown with thq tree, the 
root being from twenty to thifly fcet from the tree. The  wood, lent 
nnd early shoots very much resemble what ia c d e d  Miller's Bur- 
gundy, also the fruit, in colour and flavour; but in size it is much 
larger. 4t wm observed, that the fruit obtained in September, 1827, 
was a deep brown; that of the next seaeon, some were bmwn and 
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others a deep black. The difference was accounted for by Mr. 
Ilininger, who stated that the brown bunches mere those thnt wem 
shaded from the sun by the thick folirge of the tree; but tho= 
exposed to the sun were black. Some of the bunches procured that 
season were very fine, and set closely upon the stem-fruit the size 
of the Pomel ,gape, skin thin, no pulp, u sweet water, seed small, 
flavour equnl to the celebrated Black Pn'tm, md not inferior to m y  
foreign grape, for the table. 

I t  is believed to be a truth, thnt no native grape was previously 
found, thnt did not possess a secondary skin, enclosing a stringy pulp, 
and most of tbem possessing a husky flavour, proving their affinity 
to the fox. But because this one, found on the Susquehannn, is an 
exception-because it possesses all the delicate sweetness, tenderness 
of skin, and delicious flavour of the most esteemed exotica, we are 
not willing to concede that it is not entided to be classed among the 
native productions of our soil. 

In  favour of its being purely of American origin, we will state, thnt 
the island on which it was found has never been inhabited; that 
lying immediately below Eshleninn's falls, the approach to it is diffi- 
cult ; m d  that it hits nrely been visited, except by the proprietor, an 
aged man named Fales, lately deceased, who did not trouble himself 
much about ,gapes, native or foreign, and merely used it iw a place 
to turn young cattle upon in the summer sewn.  The sycamore, of 
which it is the pamite, appeam to be about forty yeara old, and the 
vine is rooted about thirty feet from the stem of the tree, under a pile 
of drift mood, from which it nlns along the ground, in company with 
three other vines of the fox or chicken variety, apparently of the eame 
age, and, interwoven, climb the tree tcgether. From appehmnces, 
one should judge that the tree is not older than the vine ; and thnt 
the young aycamore, in its gr?wth, carried the vine with i t  

At the period in which this vine niust have tnken root, foreign 
gropes were little known in the United Stntes, and then their culdva- 
tion was confined to the neighhourhood of the grent Adantic cities.' 

None of the foreign varieties we have seen correspond in appear- 
ance with this fruit; for though the wood and leaf of Miller's Bur- 
gundy are so similar ns scarcely to be distinguished apart, yet the 
bunches and fruit of that of the Susq~iehnnna are mucli larger. 

Again-we have many stories related through the country, 4y per- 
sons worthy of credit, of the delicious gmpes found upon the islnnda 
of the Susquehannn; some described as lohite, some red, b t a C I t , p ~ -  
plc, kc., without pulp, and all ripening in August and eeptember. 
It was these reports which urged several gentlemen to the pursuit, h a t  
hns been so far crowned with succese, in the discovery olthe kind above 
described. Mr. D. r n s  one of seveml citizen5 who visited the Brushy 
islanwn the autumn of 1527, and saw the vine, and from the ob- 
servations then made, and facta that have since come to his know- 
.edge, says, I have no doubt that there does exist in those islnnds a 
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variety of grapes, equd, for the table or for wine, to any that hnve 
been imported, and that they are purely ndve. 

Of the grape now discovered, we understand there are from two 
to three hundred plants, in the possession of different gentlemen in 
chnl neighbourhwd, in vigorous growth, independent of those in the 
possession of Col. Can and the Meesrs. Lnndreths, of Philadelphia. 

Charles Thomson used to tell, that the most luscious nnd excellent 
wild grape he ever tnsted, grew in o meadow on the road to Chester. 
He thought the fruit so fine that he intended, at a proper season, tc 
procure cuttings, for ita cuItivation ; but found the stupld owner bsd 
destroyed it, bemuse "it shaded too much of hie ground!" 

BEASTS OF PREY, AND G A M E .  

.'The s q u ~ d ,  rabbits, and tbe timid deer, 
To beasts of prey are yet exposed here.-Poem, 1729. 

TEE following notices of the state of wild nnimalb roaming thro 
our woody wnstes in early days, will aid the mind to perceive '2 
etote of cultivation which hns since h i s h e d  the most of them from 
our territories, to wit : 

Mr. Kalm, the Swedish tmveller, who wm here in 1748, myn that 
dl the old Swedea relnted, that during their childhood, and still more 
in the time of the arrival of their fathers, there were excecisive num- 
bers of wolves prowling through the country, and howling and yelp- 
Ing every night, often destroying their domestic cattle. 

In  that early day, a horrible circumstance occurred for the pow 
Indiana. They got the smallpox from the new settlers. It kllled 
many hundreds of them. The wolves, scenting the dead bodies, de- 
voured them dl, and even attacked the poor sick Indians in their 
huta, so that the few who were left in health, were much busied to 
kee them off. 

$he Swedea, he said, had tamed some few wolves Benven they 
had so tamed, that they were taken to fish with, and bring the fish 
they cnught to their kee rs. They nlso tamed wild geese, and wild K" turkeys Those wild tur eys which he saw in the woods, were gene- . 
mlly larger than those of the domestic ma* The Indians also 
tamed the turkeys, and kept them near their hub. Minks yere very 
numerous along the waters.t - 
' Psnn speakm of turkey8 weighing from forty to fl@ porn& t Heetoc St John, of Garble, in 1784, rpah of it M practised them, to randm ratllr 

maLa b.rmlsr. md to b a p  hem M m a w s  of curiosity md ~oasment. If they beJ 
such a mab deep, they put a d fokd .ttL on (heir necks, by which they bold 
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I n  1721, in September, several bears, snys the Gnzette, were seen 
yesterday, near this plnce, and one wvna killed nt Germnntown, and 
another nenr Dnrby. Last night n very large beor being spied by two 
amazons, ns he was eating his supper of moms up a tree, they called 
wme inhnbitnnts of this plnce (the city !) to their nssistnnce, and he 
wns soon fetched down nnd despatched by them. 
ds late as the years 1724 and '29, they gnve n premium, by law, 

of 15 to 20s. for wolves, and 29. for foxes. This mas for the purpoee 
of destroying them out of die country. 

I n  1729, a panther was killed nt Conestogoe. It hod disturbed 
the swine in their pen nt night. T h e  owner ran to the plnce with 
his dogs, and the benst then ascended a tree. It being very dark, 
the women brought fire m d  mode n flame nenr i t  It was shot at 
twice. T h e  second fire broke both its legs, when, to their surprise, it 
made n desperate leap nnd engnged with the dog,  until n tliinl shot 
in the head despatched i t  

About the same time, a monstrous panther wos killed at. S h r e w  
bury, by hn Indian. Its legs were thicker thnn those of n horse, nod 
the nails of its claws were longer than n man's finger. T h e  Indian 
wos creeping to tnke aim a t  n buck in view, when henring son~ething 
 stl ling beh~nd him, he perceived the panther about to spring upon 
him. H e  killed him with four swan shot in ,the bend. 

I n  1730, a wonlnn in Chester county, going to mill, spied n deer, 
faat asleep, near the rond. She hit it on the head with n stone, nnd 
killed it. 

T h e  latest notice of buffdoes, nenrest to our region of country, is 
mentioned in 1730, when n gentleman from the Shenandonh, Pa, 
sow there a buffalo killed, of 1400 pounds; and seveml others came 
in n drove at the same time. 

1732.-At Hopewell, in Mew Jersey, two bucks were seen figlit- 
ing near the new meeting-house, in the presence of n blnck doe. 
They fastened their horns so closely, that they could not sepnmte, 
and were so taken dive! T h e  doe also wns taken. Another briice 
hnd been before caught in n similar extremity ! 

In  1749, the treasurers of the seveml counties declared their treasu- 
ries were exliausted by the premiums paid for squirrels. 28 ,000  
wns p ~ i d  in one ymr, (snys Knlm,) for grny and blnck squirrels, at 
3d n head, ~naking the enormolls oggregitte of 640,000! The  pre- 
mium wns then reduced one half. 

Samuel Jeferies, who died near West Chester, in  1823, at the age 
of eighty-seven, very well remembered a time, in his early life, when 
deer were plenty in his neighbourhood: and Anthony Johnson, of 
Germnntown, tells me of often hearing from his gmndfnther there, 

tl;an/finn (o the graiod, and in thnt &to give them a pime of leather Lo bite. ThL 
they jerk back with p t  force, until they 6nd their two pohnous fanp torn uuL Ones 
he saw a tamed onu quib pnlla It mu delighted to bs stroked with a loft bnuh, and 
would turn on ib bark to make it more grUaful It would take to the water, md tomr 
? & a t a d  
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of his ouce killing deer, benvers, and some bears ma wo.ves in &at 
township. 

Mr. Kalm, when here in 1748, snys, all then ngreed that the quan- 
tities of birds for eating, waa then diminished. In their forefathers' 
days, they said the waters were covered with all sorts of water-fowl 
About sixty to seventy years before, a single person could kill eighty 
ducks o f a  morning! An old Swede, of ninety yenrs, told Mr. Kalnl 
he  had killed twenty-three ducks at one shot! T h e  wild turkey 
and the hnzel hens, (phecisnnts,) too, were in abundance, in flocks, in 
the woods. Incredible numbers of cranes visited the country every 
spring. They spoke nlso of fish being once much more abundant 
At one drnught they caught enough to load a horse; and cod&&, 
since d l  gone, were numerous at the mouth of the Delaware. 

In the year 1751, as I wns mured by the late nged Timothy 
Mntlack, Esq., there was killed a benr, at the square now open east- 
ward and adjoining the lnte Poor-house, nine yenrs before it waa 
built, in 1760. H e  was killed by Reuben Haines, grandfather of 
the late gentienlun of that name. H e  and five othera had statled 
him from near Fainnount, nnd chased him through the wood, 
nearly five milm, when be took to a cherry tree at the square afore- 
snid. They had no gun, but remaining there till one was procured, 
he was shot down. Mr. Matlack declared this was a fact Penn's 
woods, we know, were then existing thereabout 

I n  1750, a woman killed a lnrge bear at Point-no-point She 
lived there with Robert Walkins, nnd while she was at work near 
the kitchen outhouse, he cnme up to it so near, that she killed him 

These were of course deemed rare occurrences, even in that day, 
and have been since remembered and told from that muse. 

Old Mr. Gmigues, a respectable Friend, when about eighty-six 
years of age, mured me thnt Iirhen he was a lad, and coming home 
one night late from Contd woods, then in the Northern Liberties, 
he actually encountered a bear as he waa passing over the path at 
Pe,&s run, then a lonely place. It wns moonlight, and he waa 
sure he could not have been deceived, and he fully believed it waa 
also a wild one. This may seem strange to our conceptions now, 
but aa the time is seen to agree with the story preceding it, of Hainea 
and othera starting a benr at Fairmount, in 1761, there may be more 
reason for inferring the fact, than would otherwise be admitted. I f  
no better reason could be found, it might in both mea be admitted 
to be a bear escaped from keeping. Those diferent partiea certainly 
never thought of comparing their accounts, and probably never 
knew of each other's adventures. Their coincidence, so fnrvls they 
accord, furnishes a renson which has not escaped my observation, 
that an annalist should not reject isolated facts, if intereating them- 
selves,. becnuae he could not ~mmedintely discern their bearing; for 
other ~ncidente may occur to give them h e i r  due interpretation at 
rome eubeequent period. 



In lS16, Jmuary 1st-A I t q e  she wolf was taken in West Not 
tinghrun, Chster county, nearly three feet high, measuring upwards 
of n x  feet in length. 

1SlT. Jrm~~nnr ?.-A lame eoele was shot fifteen miles from Phi- < - 
izdelpl~ia, in Xorelnnd township, weighing eight pounds, and iu  
wings extending seven  fee^ About the sane  time a wild cat war 
liilled at Enston, mcnsuring three feet. 

1627, Febmnry.-A pnnther, measuring & feet, wne k i d  seven- 
teen miles from Enston. 

At Bellefonte, Pennsylvnnin, in December, 1S32, it wns published 
thnt Mr. Long, of JeKerson county, Pennsylvania, &led Bill Long, 
had killed during the hunting senson, one hundred nnd sixty-five 
deer, five elks, twenty-eight beors, m d  thirteen wolves; one of the 
elks weighed seren hundred pounds, A11 this wns done in a county 
within fifty miles of the great Stnte cannl, nnd at plnces but thirty 
miles from the great thoroughfare, the Allegheny river. So mpid ia 
our improvement. 

In October, 1534, n bew, weighing one hundred m d  forty pounds, 
was slarted by d o g  from near the bend of Joseph Lindsr?y7s mill 
pond, in Chester county, nnd nfter being pursued by men and dogs, 
and ascending and descending seveml high trees, m d  nfter receiving 
seveml shou and grnppling some two or three times with the dogs, 
was at Inst killed by six guns at once. Such a visiter, in so im- 
roved a county, was a stnnge nffnir, and it is supposed that it must 

gave crosaed the Delaware from the Jersey pines. 
About the m e  time it is published, that seveml were seen not 

fnr from Reading, coming down from the wooded mountnine, and 
exploring their way along the skirts of the fanns. 

In the m e  winter of 1636, a marl was killed and tom to piecer 
by wolves, in Perry county, Liberty volley, he having first killed 
nix of them with hi knife-- it was published. 

ClJLTURE OF SILK.  

FROM the commencement of our annals, nt different periods of 
time, the advantages of silk culture have been recombended or 
nttempted. 

As enrly ns the year 1725, James Logan, in writing to the Penn 
family, reconmends " the culture of silk in this country ae extremely 
beneficinl and promising." H e  says '' iron-works also promise w.ell." 
In the next year he speaks of silk sent to England, saying "he is 
glnd it proves so good, and he doubts not, in time, the country may 
raise large quantities." 



In 1734, Governor Gordon addresses the !ords comn~isioners of 
trnde on vnrious objects of produce, kc., nnd spenks in strong terms 
of hi especlntions from the culture of silk, L L  as a fit return to Great 
Britain" for their usual importotions ; he says the tree is so naturnl to 
our soil, and the worm thrives so well. Some among us have shown 
its pncticnbility by making some smdl qunntities, kc.  

In the yenr 1770, the subject was tnken up in Philadelphia a d  
adjncent country with great spirit It  wofl g e d y  promoted by the 
exenions of the Americnn Philosopbicd Society, stimulated by the 
corl~munications from Dr. Evans and Dr. Frnoklin in Europe. 
Applicntion was made to the assetnbly for the establishment of a 
public filature at Philadelphia, for winding cocoons, and the ma- 
nagers to have power to gmnt premiums, kc., equd to about 3600  
per annum, for five yam. The necessnry incipient funds, equd to 
2900 were furnished by generous individuals on subscription, being 
genernlly ;62 each, some 315, and Governor John Penn $20. 
Wi~h such means the filature was opened in June, 1770, at a house 
in Seventh street, between Arch nnd High streels, and a mte of pre- 
mium was announced. 

It appears that in the yenr 1771, about 2300 Ibs. were brought 
there to reel, and that of it 1764 Ibs. were purchnsed by the mnnngers 
in about two months, in July and August; nenrly two-thirds of this 
had been rnised in New Jersey. At the sgnle time much discussion 
of the subject appenred in the gazettes, and mnny mulberry trees 
were lanted in New Jersey and the counties around Philadelphia 
The ! ndies in particular gnve mcch attention to the subject, and 
especially after the war hnd begun, when the foreign fabrics of silk 
were cut off from their use. As early as the yenr 1770, Susanna 
Wright, of Lnnciuter county, at Columbia, made a piece of mantua 
of sixty yards length, from her own cocoons, of which I have pre- 
served some specimens* in my MS. Annals in the City Librnry, 

e lG6 and 170. She also made much sewing silk. Mrs. H o p  
!%son,  noth her of the Ink Frnncis Hopkinson, raised I I U C ~  cocoona. 
A woman in Chester county rnised thirty thousnnd wonns. T o  give 
ec1p.t to these colonial designs, the queen gnve her patronage by 
deigning to appear in a court dress from this American silk. The  
best dresses worn with us were woven in England. Grace Fisher, n 
minister among Frienas, made considernble silk stuff; a piece of 
hers was presented by Governor Dickinson to the celebrated Catha. 
rine Macnuley. The daughters of Reuben Haines, in Germnntown, 
raised considernble, nnd his daughter Catharine, who married Rich- 
ard Hat.lshorne, wore her wedding dress of the snme maten$-pre- 
served on pnge 230 of the MS. Annals. The  late Mrs. Logan 
wns among those who in the time of the war mised their own silk in 
conjunction with seveml other Indies, to provide for their pereonal 01 
family wants. 



I n  1772, Robert Proud, our historian, makes a MS. memomdurn 
of his visit to James Wright's place at  Columbia, where he saw one 
thousand five hundred worms at  their labaur, under the rhaye  of 
" the celebrated Susanna Wright." They said they could rase a 
million in one season, and would have undertaken it with suitnble 
encouqenlen t  

About the present time, the culture of silk begins again to awaken 
public attention. A few families in the country are en,aoged in it. 
A Holland family, on the Frankford road, were mnking it their exclu- 
sive business on a large s d e ;  and in Connecticut whole communi- 
ties ore pursuing it, and supplying the public with sewing silk. 

SHIPS AND SHIPBUILDING. 

PRUADELPUIA has long been justly renowned for her eu erior P ercellence and elegance In shipbuilding. None of the co oniw 
equalled her; and, perha s, no place in the world surpassed her in 
her skill and science in t f: is tnatter. At the present day other citiea 
of the union ore approaching her excellence. When Samuel Hum- 
phrey~,  Sen.! wasvisiting England, he was offered, it is said, a great 
sum to remaln and execute models for the Britiah navy. 

In times they used to construct at  Philadelphia great raft ships, of muc 
larger ditnensiolts than the late renowned ones from Canada, called 
the Columbus and Baron Renfrew, and which in the present day, 
have been regarded as nonpareils. A little before the war of Inde- 
pendence, the last raft ship was built ond launched at Keusington.. 
Our great raft ships were genexlly constructed for sale and use in 
England, wLen our timber was more plentifnl and cheaper. . They 
would carry offu eight hundred logs of limber, competent to make 
eix ships of two hundred and fifty tons ench." An eye-witness, who 
mw one of those nlnm~noth fnbrics descend into her destined 
element, said she bent and twisted much in launching, but when on 
the water looked to the eye of the beholder much like another ship 
in form, k c .  

Before the Revolution, a former raft ship, bearing the name of the 
Baron Redrew, (probably the Invest ship ever built, being up- 
wards of five thousand tons, and double the measurement of an orili- 
nary seve~ty-four) nmde her voynge safely into the Downs. But the 
pilots being unwilling to take her into the Western channel, because 
of h e f  great draught of water, undertook to carry her round the 

One was launched in 1774-6, at SlaQr'm wharf, a little ruth of Pdr'm bidgs, d 
w u  narignted by Captain Neamur. 



Goodwin m d s ,  where being unable to beat up the strong 
north wind, got her ashre on the Flemish banks, near Gnveslinea, 
where she 7 w s  broken up by the heavy sea  Nenrly all her c q o  
was saaed Rafts of great size were made of her lumber, and towed 
into Frnnce, nnd into the river Thwnes. Some of them contained 
fifteen to twenty thousand cubic feet of timber. On the top of one 
of them, which wns towed to London, was the foremastsparof this 
mammoth ship--being a single tree of ninety feet in length, and 
was there regarded with great admiration, as n noble specimen of 
Jur American white pine. 

T h e  shipyards used to occupy the river banks, beginning about 
GirardJs wharf, above High street, up to Vine street, and, as popu- 
lation increased, entended northward. As early as the days of the 
founder, the shipyard of will inn^ West was begun nt Vine street 
T h e  activity of shipbuilding here,  by which he enriched his pos- 
terity, was wonderful. H e  had genenlly more orders than he could 
su ply, (so &?ys his late grandson,) and ~nostly required for Eng- 
lia R and Irish houses abroad. William Penn's letter, of 1683, s a p ,  
even then, '' Some vessels have been built here and many bonk" 

In July, 1718, Jonathan Dickinson writes to his correspondent, 
saying, "Here is great en~ploy for shipwork for England. I t  in- 
creases and mill increase, and our expectations from the iron-work8 
forty miles up  Schuylkill are very great" T h e  eatne writer cd l s  a 
shi sometimesa galley, and a smnll vessel a hoy -o f  such he speake 
as ! eing used in navigating the Delaware, and going to Cape May 
for cednr mils, k c .  

In 1721, he incidentally mentions thnt the sails and rigging com- 
tng to him f r ~ m  London for his new ship had escaped the pirates- 
thus showing that mils and rigging were at  least preferred from 
abroad in that day. 

I n  1722, I notice ns among the vessels nt Philadelphia, those the 
call a pink, a galley, and a great fly-boat of 400 tons, all of whic 
trnverse the Atlantic ocean. 

g 
I n  connexion with shipbuilding, we may justly co~lgmtnlate our- 

selves on hnving had the ablest ship-comer, in the late respectable 
and aged William Rush, thnt the world has ever seen. His figurea 
on the heads of ships hnve excited admiration in numerous instancw 
in foreign countries, and have been sent for from England, to adorn 
vessels there. W e  should have heard more of such facts of prcfer- 
ence, but that the duties there were mannged to cost more than tlle 
fin1 cost of the images themselves. Nore concerning his talents as 
an artist will be found under the article " William Rush." 

T h e  frigate United States, b u i l ~  nt Philadeiphin, by HuhphreYs, 
was the fnsteet eniling ship ever constructed any where. 

I hnve been often assured by competent. observers, that it is n fact 
of which we have abundnnt reason to be proud, that we, RS o n~iion,  
surpnse all other people in the slrilful construction and fast sailing of 
our mercantile shipping. Our constructors and captains: tltougb 
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seU-taught, do actually cover the ocean with vessels which nre no- 
where equalled. In a word our packet ships, for superior miling 
and quick despatch of voyage, do actually eclipse the world. Our 
eea captains, too, are the most active and vigilnnt of aU rnnrineq 
doing double of service, in nny given period of time, to any other 
~ v ~ t o r s  m y  where to be found. 

PAPER MONEY. 

" Gold, imp'd by thee, can compass ,patest thi,p- 
Can purchase states, and fetch nnd carry kings." 

IN the first introduction of paper monej, there wns much direr- 
ence of opinion concerning its eventual benefit to tnde and to the 
community. It appears to have been first emitted under the auspices 
of Governor Keith, ubout the year 1723. Many relnonetrnnces md 
counter views were urged by some. 

In 1723, when Benjamin Franklin first visited us from Boston, 
where he had seen abundance of paper money, he noticed with sur- 
prise the free circulation of metallic money among the peo le. The P whole of his own money then consisted of a Dutch do Inr and a 
shilling's worth of coppers-both coins unknown among us now. 

The very next year (1124) lames Lognn? in writing to the pro- 
prietaries, shows the quick effect of the paper emission, by-saymg, 
'' No gold or silver then pnsaes .among them, bemuse of then paper 
money-when they buy the former they give three shillings per S., 
or 15 per cent advance in ercha.lge for their paper." 

The common fate of '' paper credit" soon follows-for counter- 
feiters, thougl~ threatened with "death" in stnring wpitala, use the 
lneans which " lends corruption lighter wings to fly," by pushing their 
supply dso into the market. Behold ! they come even from Ireland ! 

The Gazette of 1726 announces a great quantity of counterfeit 
colonial bills, executed in Ireland, as arrived, and the two ngents 
being apprehended, are noon after punished. Some of this doubtless 
found IIS use in the purchase of land for the new-comers, for the 
papers along to the year 1729 often make mention of iis being occa- 
sionally detected in use. 

About this time Governor Gordon, who succeeded Sir William 
Keith, emitted d?46,000 on land pledged at half its volue, and sub- 
ject to *demption. This wns increased from tirne to time till tlm 
whole amounted to P85,000. 

In 1789, James Logan, writing to the proprietaries, thus spenkn, 
snying, L L  I dure not spenk one word against it. T h e  popular phrenag 
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will nevet stop till their credit will be ns bnd ns they are in New 
England, where on ounce of silver is worth twenty shillings of theb 
paper. They n l ~ a d y  tnlk of making more, nnd no man dares a p  
pear to stem the fury of the popular mge. T h e  notion is, that while 
nny mnn will borrow on good security of land, more money should 
be mnde for them, without thinking of what vdue it will be when 
made. They nfiinn tbut \vbilsr the security is good the rnoney eon- 
not faU. T h e  king's own hand should forhid this mensure. Yet 
the Inst act ehould not be ubrognted, (ill ns the meosure is,) becnuse 
h e  money now out (if annulled) would occasion the utmost destruc- 
5on." It mny be remarked, that oltllough the mensure plensed the 
people, ns they d~olrght it incrensed riches as by mngic, they knew 
not how, yet the :rown officers were nlwnys averse to the crention 
of n paper medium. I t  may be mentioned also ns a curious indica- 
tion of the enrly times, nnd the actunl need once felt of some kind 
of supply for the necessary interchanges required in the dealings 
among men in society-that there is now in the museum of the 
City Libmry nn originnl petition of the people, of the yeor 1717, to 
the assembly of Pennsylvanin, praying them to mnkepmduce a cur- 
rency l 

I have in my possession nn original nccount-current of the years 
1730-1, by Andrew Hamilton, Esq., one of the trustees of the 
Geneml Loan office, showing the opemtion in those duyc, wt~en no 
bonks existed, of borrowing money upon mortgages, deeds, nnd other 
securities. I t  seems to show that the I' credit system," even then, 
wns required and indulged, ns n useful menns of improving tmde and 
increasing property. T h e  account hegins with a detail of securitiee 
received fiom the previous trustees, to r i t  : 

61 mortgages on the 315,000 act, yet due, 3 9 3 0  
228 do. on the 330,000 nct, 9,438 
335 do. on the seveml emissions, 19.212 
264 do. on the 2d S30,000 nct, 26,000 

T h e  new trustees lend out in the years 1730-1, 
On 39  mortgnges, the sixth emission of 1st act, 22,646 
On '77 do. being the first emission of the 2tl re- 

mi~ting act of 1741, 5,451 
And on a pledge of plate, 24 
Considering the ptcsent grent use of poper curretrcy in our bnnk 

notes, and the question of their utility being sometinw agitn~ed, it 
may be curious to state here the view of such money as given by the . 
nssembly as enr!y as the year 1739, being their preamble to the act 
of thnt yenr, to wit : " Wherens it hns been found by experience, 
that bills of credit, emitted upon land security, ns n medium of com- 
merce hnve been of great service for carrying on the tmde nnd other 
improvements in this province, and money and gold bein now be- e come o ymmodity nnd genernlly remitted [exndy ns now .] to Great 
Britain, In return for the manufnc~ures of thnt kiogdom i m p r t e l  
hither." See Credit System, App. p. 562. 
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Among the emissions of later times were the bills for nising fun& 
In 1975, for erecting 'L the new jail in Walnut sueet," m d  the " light 
nouse on Cape Henlopen ;" both of thetu were decomted with pic- 
tures of the buildings, nnd the history of the money in both ca se  
wns, that the bills by reson of the war, &c, were never "called in," 
and the whole sunk in the hands of the IloIders! 

T o  these succeeded the far-famed and much scouted cotLtirrcnta2 
money--an emission so immense in aggregate, so orerwhelming to 
the pajea, and so hopeless to the pnyees, as to mnke it in the end 
wholly non-effective to d l  concemetl. T h e  whole emission, as p r e  
aented in a detailed oflicid account exhibited in 1825, stated the 
enormous t o ~ d  of 2414 millions of dollan!-+I issued in five yeurn, 
from 17 i5  to LTSO. TVe may well exclaim, Lo, what it is that 
makes white YO dear!" 

I n  the course of the mpid depreciation which ensued, it was a 
common incident to hear a hundred dollars of it risked for a single 
ynrd of silk-to see children give a dollar bill for a few cakes, nnd 
findly to eee 300 dollars of continental given for one dollar of silver. 
At one time 75 dollnrs of it wos exchimged for one dollar of state rr  Sometimes the possession of so much nominal money, of a 
~ t t  e worth, gnve rise to many occnsional freaks for its destruction- 

such as using it to light a p i p  or a candle at a tavern ; and even 
the soldiers sometimes, to show their recklessness of such money, or 
to vaunt of their abundance in it, have been known to deck OK their 
recruiting drummen and fifers in a n  over-jacket formed entirely of 
sheets of continental money ! 

One of the worst uses of this money was to present it ns "a l e p l  
tender," to pay with nlmost no value what had been before pur- 
chased for n lonnfde valuable considemtion. Many buse men eo 
acquired their property-especially when to " cheat a tory" \vw 
deemed fair prize with seved .  Houses still stand in Philadelphia, 
which, could their walls speak out, would tell of stmngely inconsi- 
denble values received for them by the sellers. T h e  large double 
house, for instance, at the north-west comer of Pine and Second 
atreets, tvus once purchnsed, it was said, w i h  the money received for 
Jne hogshead of rum ! T h e  lot in Front, below Pine, whereon four 
or five large houses efmd, called Barclay's row, was sold for $60 
only of real value. 

Many ~pecimens of the colonial bills, now nrely seen, may I)e in- 
spected in my books of NS. Annals, both in the City Libmry and 
with the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

All of us have heard so much of '' continerital nzorz~y," without 
having ever seen it-ro~tgl~ly and rudely as it wns executed, and 
r~~irrous as it was to many by its npid depreciation, (fallh?g, in 1781, 
to 70do Tor 100 dollars of specie, and soon after to nothmg!) that it 
may be curious, and a novelty to many, to see a copy herein givcn 
of the impression of a seven dol!ar bill. Flooded ns thecountry had 
h e n  by its destructive inundations, it is matter of just s~lrprise (hot 

-. . 
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PAGINATION INcoR RECT 



Lotteries. 443 

DO little now remolns, even as o preserved curiosity. We had never 
seen more than the present ~pecimen, nnd this we only found after 

THE Un7TED COLONES. 

This Bill entitles the f 
Bearer to receive &en f 
Spanish milled Dollms, 
or the d m  thereof in 
Gold w Silaw, accord- 
ing to a Resolution of 
C o r  ores, passed at 
~ & a r l e ~ h i u ,  Novem- 
ber 29,1775. 
.l Packer, 

SEVEN DOLLARS. R Tuckniss. 

many fruitless inquiries. Such were the helps by which we crlrried 
on the war. None of it was ever redeemed; and those who had 
most of it, hod the evidence in themselves how far thy  had indivi- 
dually contributed lo its eventud euccew. See App. p. 651. 

LOTTERIES. 

It must be told; . 
These from thy lottery wheels are sold: 
Sold, and thy children dearly taxed, 
That few may win. 

IT must be told, tlint fearful as is the waste of treaeure and momls 
by the present infatuation of many for lotteries, they were, at  nn early 
period of our city, the frequently adopted measures of " rnising wave 
end n~eans." It is true, h e y  were then fairly conducted, h d  p u b i i ~  
benefit in design, and tickets were genemlly vended by di\sinterested 
citizens witllout reward, for the enke of advancing the public wed. 
It wns their wny, when the mnss of the people wns comparatively 
poor, and direct inxes were onerous aad unpopular, to thus bring out 
the dd of the abler pan to pay willingly for e v v e  public im- 
provements, dtc. T h e  fncts in the caw are to e following effect, 
to wit: 



The earliest mention of a louery in Philadelphia occurs in 1720 
when Charles Reed advertises "to sell his brick house in Third 
street by lottery." That house, if now known, should be the head- 
quarters of lotteries now, as the proper " head and front of their of- 
fending." 

In 1729, h e  city council, averse to dl private project3 in lotteries, 
interfere nnd fmsmte the design of Samuel Keimcr, printer, and once 
a prtner of Fnnklin. He had nd~ertised his purpose to make a 
l o t t e ~  at the approaching fair, nnd the council, having sent for him 
and heard his case, gnve orders h a t  no such lottery should be at. 
tempted, and thus the affnir dropped. 

In 1748 begnn the first occasion of a sanctioned public lottery. It 
wns altogether patriotic. I t  was in time of wnr, when great nppre- 
hension existed tlint the plunder of the city might be nttempted by 
armed vessels. Individud subscriptions and a lottery were resorted 
to ns means for nising the "Association Battery," then constructed 
near the present navy yard. On this occasion, the Friends put forth 
their streugli to discoumge lotteries, and rend a rule w i n s t  them in 
their meeting. Some controversy ensued. 

Christ church steeple wos the next subject of public interest, 
awakening general regard ns an intended ornament and clock-tower. 
A lottery for this object wos first Instituted in November, 1752, and 
the dnwing finished in March, 1753, of which further porriculam 
may be seen in the article, " Christ Church." 

In the same spirit, the citizens, in March, 1753, encouraged the 
institution of another lottery for another steeple, viz. : for mising 
2850 towards finishing n steeple to the new Presbyterian church," 
at the north-west comer of T h ~ r d  and Arch streets. The lottery was 
drawn in May following. 

The facilities of lotteries must then have been very encouraging, 
M we find, about this time, tlht the lottery expedients are numeroua 
On such occnsione, they invited citizens of Philadelphia and other 

laces to contribute for quite distant places. Thus, to nise five 
Eundred d01~ai-s to build a lonq wharf in Baltimore, a lottery ia sold 
off in Philadelphia; and so tibuild a church in Brunswick, ~notker 
is sold in Philadelphia. In Connecticut I see, in 1754, that 313,332 
irs raised by lottery there, to aid the building of the Princeton College, 
nnd tickets are sold in Philadelphia 

In  1754, they form a lottery of 5,000 tickets, at four dollars each, 
to rnise a fund to coniplete the City Academy in Fourth street, then 
lately purchnsed of Whitfield's congregation: and in the next y m  a 
further lottery of four clnsses is made to rnise 75,000 dollars, and net 
9,375 dollars, for the general objects of the Academy, an4 to endow 
professorships, kc.  - 

In  1760, St. Paul's church is helped to finish by a lottery. The 
bare walls were at first set up by subscription. First, a lottery of 
5 000 fickets, at four dollars, is formed, by which to clear 3000 dol. 



Loltenes. 448 

lare; and the next year, another lottery, of 30,000 dollnrs, ia formed 
to clear enough to buy off the ground-rent, &c 

I n  1761, the zeal for lotteries begnn to show itself as an evil. I n  
this matter " every man did as seemed right in his own eyes." Thus, 
one mnn makes it for hie store of boob nnd jewelry, m d  Alexnnder 
Alexander so disposes of his forty-eix ncres of lmd  on the ~outh-west 
end of Petty's idnnd, in lots, for 10,500 dollars. There are lotleries, 
too, announced for rill the neighbouring churches: one for Borden- 
town, one for Lmcnster, one for Middletown, one for Bmswick, one 
for Carlisle, Newtown, Forks of Brandywine, Orforrl, and even Bnl- 
timore. Some, too, nre for schools. I t  is wen proposed to erect, by 
lottery, n great baNL andpfeazure garden. On this occasion, all the 
ministers combine to address the governor to resist it, ae a place of 
vice. 

Lotteries ore also p n t e d  for mising funds to pave the streets. I n  
1761, 12,500 tickets, nt four dollnrs, making 50,000 dollnrs, nre sold 
for raising 7,500 dollnrs to that purpose. 

I n  the snme year (1761) a lottery is made to pny off a compnny 
of mngers nt Tulpehauken, for services o,&nst the Indinns, in 1755, 
on a scheme of 6,000 tickets, nt two dollnrs ench! Another lottery 
is mnde to erect the light-house nt Cape Henlopen, to mise A'20,000; 
and the house itself was begun in 1762. T h e  bridge over the Cones- 
cogoe is erected by lottery, nnd nlso the bridge nt Skippack. 
& a necessary sequel to the whole, the legislature had to interfere, 

to prevent so mnny culls upon the purses of their citizens, nnd soon 
aRer those lotteries, an nct nrns passed to restmin lotteries! 

I t  would strike us as a stmnge location for drawing of lotteries now, 
to nnme them as in storm on the whnrves : but the lottery for St 
Paul's church mas drawn at a store on Gardener's whnrf, above Race 
street. And n subsequent lottery for the Presbyterinn steeple, (comer 
of Third and Arch streets,) was drawn in April, 1761, in Masters' 
store, on Market-street whnrf. 

Lotteries hnving so received their ktus, none nppem to hnve 
been suggested till the lonely cnse of 1 ;F" 68, when n lottery wne grunted 
by the legislature, in four classes, for mising the sum of J'6,260 for 
purchasin,o n public lnnding in the Northern Liberties, and for nddi- 
tionnl pnvmg of the streets. 

T h e  history of lotteries, since our independence and self-govem- 
ment, and its lately pervnding evil in d l  our cities, is too notorious, 
and too gcnerally.lamented by the prudent and considerate, to need 
nay further notice in this connexion. I n  the hands of the wily traf- 
fickers in these unstnble wares, legal ennclments hnve been but "mpw 
of sand," without power to fetter them. 



STEAXBOATS. 

*' Agamst the wind, against the tide, 
She breasts the wave with upright keel." 

LN the year 1788, the bosom of the Delaware was flrst rufaed by 
n stenmboat. T h e  projector, a t  that early day, was John Fitch, a 
watch nnd clock maker by profession. H e  Grst conceived the design 
in 1765; and being but poor in nurse, nnd rnther limited in educa- 
tion, a multitude of difficulties, which he did not s~~fficiently foresee, 
occurred to render abortive every effort of his most persevering mind 
to construct nnd float a steamboat, called the Perseveronce. 

Applying to congress for nssistance, he I V ~  refused; and then, 
without success, orering his invention to the Spanish government for 
the purpose of navignting the Mississippi. H e  nt last succeeded in 
forming n compnny, by the nid of whore funds he launched his first 
rude effort ns n stenmboat, in the year 1788. T h e  idea of wheels 
hnd not occurred to Mr. Fitch; but paddles, working in a frnme, 
were used in place of them. T h e  crude idew which he entertnined, 
and the want of experience, subjected this unfortunnte man to difii- 
culties of the most humbling chancter. Regnrded by many as a 
mere visionary, his project was discoumged by those whose want of 
nll motive for such a course rendered their opposition more barbarous; 
while those whose station in life placed it in their power to mi s t  him, 
looked coldly on, barely listening to his elucidntions, and receiving 
them with M indifference thnt chilled him to the heart. B y  a per- 
sevemnce as unwearied as it was unrewarded, his darling project was 
a t  length sufiiciently muturerl, nnd a steamboat mns seen floating at 
the whnrves o l  Philadelphia, more than fifty years q o .  S o  far, hie 
success, nmitl the most mortifying discor~mgements, had been suffi- 
cient to prove the merit of the scheme. But a reverse awaited him, 
as  discournging as it was unexpected. T h e  boat perfornied a trip to 
Burlington, a clisbnce of twenty miles, when, as nhe was rounding 
at the wliarf, her boiler burst. T h e  next tide floated her back to the 
city, where, after grmt. difficulty, a new boiler wns procured. I n  Oc- 
tober, 1788, she w i n  performed her trip to Burlington. T h e  bont 
not only went to Burlington, but to Trenton, returnin5 the some 
dny, nnd moving nt the rnte of eight miles an hour. It IS true, she 
co111d hardly perform a trip without sometliing breaking; not from 
nny error in Filch's designs or conceptions, but, at that time, our 
mechartics were very ordinary ; and it was impossible to have ma- 
chinery, so new and complex, made with exactness and competent 
skill.' I t  was on this nccount that Fitch wns obli ed to abandon the 
great invention, on which the public looked co f dly From thew 





failures, nnd oemuse yhat ie now so easy then seemed to be imprnc;. 
ticable,the boat was Inid upas useless,nnd rotted silentlynnd unnoticed 
in the docks of Kensington. Her remains rest on the south side of 
Cohocksink creek, imbedded in the present wharf of Taylor's b o d  
yard. 

Fitch became more e m b m e d  by his creditors thnn ever; and, 
after producing five ma nu scrip^ volumes, which he deposited in the 
Philndelphio Library, to be opened thirty yenrs after his death, he 
died in Kentucky, in 1798. Such wns the unfortunate termination 
of this early-conceived project of the steamboat. Fitch wns, no doubt, 
an original inventor of the steamboat; he wns certainly the first who 
ever applied steam to the propulsion of rw~ek in America. Though 
it was reserved to Fulton to advance its rlpplication to a degree of 

erfection which hns made his name imn~orid, yet to the unfortunate 
Pitch belong. the honour of completing nnd navigating the fim 
American steamboat. 

His five manuscript volumes were opened about thirteen years ago. 
Although they exhibit him ns an unschooled man, yet they indicate 
the possession of a strong mind, of much mechnnicnl ingenuity. He 
describes his many difficulties and disnppointments with a degree of 
feeling which cannot fail to win the sympathy of every render, cnua- 
ing him to wonder and regret that so much time and tnlent should 
have been so unprofitnbly devoted. Though the project failed-+d 
it failed only for want of funds-yet he never for a moment doubted 
its practicability. He  tells us, thnt in less thnn a century, we shall 
see our western rivers swarming with steamboats; and that hie dm-. 
ling wish is to be buried on the margin of the romantic Ohio, where 
the song of the bontmnn may sometimes penetrnte into the slillnerta 
of his everlasting resting hce, and the music of the steam engine 
echo over the sod that she I' ters him for ever! 

In one of hie journals, there is this touching and prophetic senti- 
ment : " The day will come when some more powerful man will get 
fame and riches from my inrention ; but nobody will believe that 
poor John I;WI:/L can do any thing wor~hy of attention!", 

The truth is, that Fitch, like Robert Morris, lived thirty or forty 
ears too soon : they were ahead of the condition of their country. 

$hem great projects of improvements, which we now see consum- 
mated, were beyond the rneana of the country to execute, and were 
therefore thought visionary and extravagant. Public o mion 11na 
since become better instructed, nnd the increase of wenlt has enn. 
bled us to do what was then thought im ossible. 

R' 
I derive these facts from J. Filch's M E!' . books in the Philadelphia 

Library, to wit: On the 27th of September, 1785, he gave hie moda 
and description to the Philosophical Society-which fact ia also re. 
corded on their minutes, and without proceedinge or comment-On 
the 1st of May, 1787, he first got his boat and works so far completed, 
as to mnke his boat perform nn excursion to the satisfaction of the 
company then on board.- On the 12th of October, 1788, she agah 



mnde nn excursio~~ with mnny eminent citizens on board, who mucb 
admired at their sense of its atisfnctory opention.-In that winter he 
left the concern, and mnde some journeys southward. H e  nftenvnrds 
agnin joined the com y, nnd got the bont to go well, on the 
12th of d p d ,  17'90. up in  made n mtisfnctory dernonstrntion 
in the summer of that year, fur her laPC time. There mere mnny 
intervals, in the preceding times, in which she wns hid by to m n k ~  
repairs and alterations, nnd many accidents to overcome nnd to ree 
tify, dl tending to E ~ O W  the first difficulties in n new enterprise, ana 
displaying at once his indomitnble persevemnce and patience.-On 
the 19th of Mnrch, 1791, he signs his nrticles in behalf of the com- 
pany, with Anron Vnil, the American consul in Frnnce, the t e rm 
not expressed : but he spenks of his dissntisfnction therewith, nnd his 
fears of some intended injustice to himself. 

On 296, in my MS. Annds, in the Hi i tor id  Society of 
Pennsylvania, is a picture of his first bont, as he invented her in the 
penr 17'66, showing the propelling paddles on the side. H e  nfter- 
wnrds quite altered its nppearnnce, by plncing the pnddles behind the 
etem. H e  thus spoke of his first scheme, snying, ;,'It ia in several 
parte airnilor to the late improved engines in Europe, though there 
are some dtemtions. Our cylinder is to he horizontnl, and the steam 
to work with equal force nt each end. T h e  mode to procure n va- 
cuum is, I believe, entirely new, ns is also the method of letting. the 
wnter into it, and throwing it off winst the atmosphere without any 
friction. T h e  engine is placed nbout one third from the stern, nnd 
both the action nnd reaction turn the wheel the came way. T h e  
engine is a twelve inch cylinder, and will move n clear force of 11 
rr  1 2  cwt  nfier tile frictions are deducted, and this force acts ogoinst 
a wheel of eighteen inches' dinmeter." 

As remembered to the bye when n boy, when seen in motion, she 
wns gmceful, nnd :* wnlked the mnter like n thing of life." His pre- 
dilections for watchmaking mnchincy wos very manifest; for two 
or three rnnges of chains of the snme construction ns in watches, 
were seen dong the outside of his vessel, from stem to stem, moving 
with burnished glare, in motion pro ortioned to the speed of h e  bont ; 

dinn bride. 
e and ornnmenting the wnist, not un 'ke the adornments nbout on In- 

It is melnncholy to wntemplnte his overwhelming disnppointment 
in n case since proved so practicable, nnd so productive to those con- 
cerned. Some of those thoiisands so useless to others, hnd they been 
owned by him, so as to hnve ennbled him to make all the experi- 
ments nnd improvements his inventive mind suggested, would hnve 
set his cnre-cnzed hend nt rest, and in time hnve rewirded hie excr- 
tions: but for want of the impulse which money nforde, d l  proved 
ineffective. " Slow rises worth by poverty depressed 1" 

a f t e r  Fulton and Livingston hnd proved the rocticability of n he t  1 rer completion, by their boat on the North river, t e waters of the Deln. 
wnre were ngnin agitated by n stenm vessel, called the Phmnix. She 



wns first started in 1809, and being since worn out, her remnios, with 
h a e  of Fitch's bont, repose in the mud flats of Kensington. The 
Phoenix, then deemed the neplw ullra of the nrt, won the admim- 
tion of all, of her enrly day: but as " prnctice makes perfect,'? it waa 
frequently discovered that better adaptations of power could be at- 
mined; nnd although she underwent many changes in her machinery 
and gear, she soon sow herself rivnlled, and Bnnlly surpnssed, by suc- 
cessive inventions; till now, the stenmbonte con accomplish in two 
hours, what sometimes took sir to perform in her. For instance, the 
Phoenix hna been known to tnke sir houm in renching Budington 
ngainst the wind and tide. 

Such, too, wns the mpid progress in steam invention, that Mr. Ln- 
trobe, who wrote a paper for the Philosophical Society to demonstrate 
the impossibility of a momentum such ns we now witness, b e m e  
himself, in two yenrs afterwards, a proselyte to the new system, and 
proved his sincerity and conviction by becoming the ngent for the 
steam companies in the west! 

Most amazing invention ! from a cause now so obvious and fami- 
liar! It is only by npplying the principle seen in every house, which 
liRe the lid of the ten kettle and ' L  boils over," that machines have 
been devised which con pick up o pin, or rend an oak; which corn- 
bine the power of many giants with the lnsticity that belongs to a 
Indy7s fnir fingers; which spin cotton, an ! then weave it into cloth: 
which, by pumping sen-water and eamcting its eteam, send vessels 
acrose the Atlantic in fifteen days; and amidst a long l i t  of other 
marvels, " engrnve seals, forge anchors, nnd lift a ship of war, like a 
bauble, in the air,"-presenting, in fact, to the imnginntion, tbe prnc- 
ticability of labour-snving inventions in endless vnriety, so that, in 
time, man, through its aid, shnll hnlf exempt himself from "the 
curse!" and preachers, through steam-press printing, shnll find an 
auxiliury effecting more than hnlf their work! 

Much of our steam invention we owe to our own citizen, Oliver 
Evans. He  even understood the applicatioo of it to wagon+(now 
claimed ns so exclusively British.) As early ns 1787, the legislature 
of Maryland nted him its exclusive use for fourteen years, and in r 1781, he pub icly stnted he could by steam drive wagons, mills, kc.  
Finally, he published hi bet of 3000 dollars, engnging " to mnke a 
carringe to run upon a level road agninst the swiftest horse to be 
foond,"-none took him up! and Lntrohe, ns a man of science, 
pronounced the idea chimerical; others said the motion wodd be 
too dow to be useful, kc.  He got no patrons, and othera now take 
hi fnme!-See Emporium of Arts, 1814, p. 205. 

*' Of each wonderft~l plan 
E'er invented by man, 
This nearest perfection approachem- 
No longer gee-u and gee-ho, % But fiz-6zf-o we go 
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Nme miles to the hour, 
With 6fty horsepower, 
By day time and niqht time, 
Arrive at the right me,  
Without rumble or 'umble. 
Or chance of a mm 4 le, 
As in chaise, ,+, of whiskey, 
When horses are fnsky." 

A friend of mine hna lately seen in Philadelphia an original letter 
of Mr. Fitch to Dr. Fmnklin, dated 12th October, 17%. It waa 
neatly written ; hod some few faults in spelling, and d s  in port 
thus:-" Steambont narigntion is, in the o inion of h e  subscriber, 
a matter of lint mngnitude, not only to the d' nited Stntes, but to every 
mnritime power in the world, and he is full in the belief that it will 
answer for sea voynges, ns well ns for inlnnd nnvigation-in pmtim 
Im for packets where there may be many pengem.  She could 
mdie head off lea shore o,pninst the most violent tempests, bemuse 
the ~nnchine mn be mnde of nlmost omnipotent force, by the vey 
simple and ensy menns of the screws or paddles, which nct a8 on- 
working on the oscillating motion of the old pumping engine, in a 
manner similnr to thnt given by the human nrm." 

N. B. Boileau, of Montgomery county, asserts that he remembera 
John Fitch well ns n frequent visiter nt his father's house, nnd he 
X m m s  thnt, although Fitcll first used pad& to his boat, he also had 
the idea of dceels, for he nctudly showed Boileitu his dnught of 
hem, and employed liim as a boy to cut out of wood smnll water 

wheels ns madels, by which to construct Inge ones for his boat R e  
believes he only wanted the money to have hnd them made. He 
worked ns a silversmith; learned to survey; werat to Kentucky in 
1780; left there in 1781; mnde a map of tlmt country and the 
west, ns a new land of enterprise; engrnved the plate and struck off 
copies himself, and then sold them nbout the co~~nt ry -one  of them 
is now with Mr. Boilenu, and another is with Daniel Longxtreth, at 
Wnrminster, Bucks couniy, Pennsylvania. For more of Fikh and 
steam power, see the article John Fitch, in tlie chnpter Persons and 
C/uzracters. 

An elderly gentlemnn, of Philndelpliia, com~nunicntes that he 
knew very well both John Fitch nnd Robert Fulton. The latter 
wns, about the ycnr 1770, and for severnl years, his schoolmate, in the 
town of Lnncmter. His mother was a widow of limited circumstnnces. 
''1 had (he mid) n brother who was fond of painting. The war 
of the Revolution, which prevailed at that period, mnde iL difficult to 
obtain mnterials from abrond, nod the arts were at n low ebb in the 
country. My brother, consequently. preyred and mixed coloura f o ~  
himself; and these he usunlly displayed on muscle shells. His cost 
pff b ~ s h e s  and shells fell to my lot; some of which I omiond ly  
mrned in my pocket to school. Fulton mw and cmved a pnrt. He 
pressed his suit with so much earnestness, that I could not refuse to 



livide my treasure with him ; nnd in fact, he soon, from this begm- 
ning, so shnrned my performnnces, by the superiority of his own, 
that it ended in my voluntarily surrendering to him the entire heir- 
ship to d h i t  m e  into my possession. Henceforth hn book woe 
neglected, and he was often severely chnstised by the scl~oolmaster, 
for his inouention nnd disobedience. His friends reniored him to 
Philndelphia, where he wns apprenticed to a silvenmith, but hie 
mind was not in his tmde. He  found hia way to London, and 
laced himself under the patronage of his celebmted countryman, 

!vest 
While Robert Fulton was thus engnged in Landon, John Fitch, 

a clockmaker and silversmith, wns contriving schemes in Philadelphia, 
for the propulsion of boats by steam. He  conducted his mysterioue 
operations at a projection on the shore of t l ~ e  Gelawnre, at Kensing- 
ton, which, nmong the wise nnd prudent of the neighbourhood, the 
ecomers of magicinns and their dark works, soon acquired the omi- 
nous nnd fenrful title of Conjwer'spoilJ. I often witnessed the per- 
formmce of his boat, 1768, '69 rind '90. I t  was propelled by five 
paddles over the stem, and constnolly getting out of order. I saw it 
when it wos returning from a trip to Burlingion, from whence it woe 
mid to have arrived in little more than two houre. When coming to, 
off Kensington. some port of the machinery broke, nnd I never snw 
it in motion afterwards. I believe it was his lost effort. He  had, 
up to that period, been patronized by a few sfout-hearted individunlq 
who had subscribed a snlall cap id  in shares of, I think, 36, Penn- 
eylvania currency, or 16 dollnrs ench ; but this last dimetar u, stag- 
gered their faith, and unstrung their nerves, &at they never w i n  had 
the hardihood to mnke other contributions. Indeed, they hnd nlrendy 
rendered themselves the subjects of ridicule nnd derision, for their 
temerity and presumption, in giving countenance, as they mid, to this 
wild projector, and mndmnn. T h e  company, thereupon, gnve 
up the ghost-the boat went LO piaces-and Fitch became Lnnkrupt 
and broken-hearted. Often have I seen him stnlking nbout like a 
troubled spectre, with down-cnst eye, and lowering countenance ; hie 
conrse soiled linen peeping through the elbows of a tattered gannent 
During the days of his ns iring hope, two mechanice were of suf- 
Bcient daring to work for l' ~im. By, and they suffered in purse for 
their confidence. These were Peter Brown, shi smith, nnd John 
Wilmn, boat-buildec, both of Kendngton. TLY were worthy, 
benevolent men, well known to the writer, and nruch esteemed in 
the city. Towards Fitch, in pnrticulnr, they ever extended the 
kindest sym thy. While he lived, therefore, he was in the habit 
of cntling dnily at their worlehops, to chile away time; to 
talk over his misfortunes; and to mil at the ingratitude and cold 
neglect of an unfeeling, spiritless world. From Wilson I derived 
the following anecdote: Fltch called to see him aa usual-Brown 
nappened, to be present Fitch momted his hobby, and became 
un~tsu~Uy eloquent in the praise of steam, and of the benefits which 



mnnkind were destined to derive from its use in propelling h t a  
They listened, of course, without fnith, out not without interest, to 
tl& animated appeal; but it fniled to muse them to give any future 
support to schemes by which they hnd nlrendy suffered. after in- 
dulging himself for some time, in this never-failing topic of deep 
excitement, 11e concluded with these memomble words-" WeU, p n -  
dernen, dtliough I shdl not live to see the time, you will, when 
steamboats will be prefened to d l  other menus of conveyance, and 
especially for passengers ; m d  they will be pnrticularly useful in h e  
naription of the river W i i p p i . "  He then retired; on which 
Brown, turning, to Wilson, exclaimed, in a tone ol deep sympathy, 
LL Poor fellow! what a pity he is crazy." 

It  is curious to observe, that both Fitch and Fulton should have 
been origindy siluersmith. In liS5, Robert Fulton is found in 
die Philadelphia directory of that year set dowtl as a miniature 
pninter, at the corner of Second and Walnut streets-perhaps not 
even dreaming of steamboats, nor even making the acquainmce of 
the inventor, though ln the same city, and ut a time when Fitch had 
actually written out his views, in the above-mentioned letter to Doc- 
tor Frnnklin, dated 12th October, 1785. 

Rumsey has been named as our earliest inventor of boat naviga- 
tion by machinery ; that is, so far at l a s t  ns actually forming n boat 
wi~h npparntus, &c.,for such an operntion, he probably executed one 
as early as 1753. A friend of mine, who mw Fitch's boat nt Ken- 
sington, as early ns 17867, saw the remains of Rumsey's boat in a 
rotten stnte in 1790, in a creek at Shepherdstown,Vn., near Harper'a 
ferry. Rumsey, it is said, went to England to procure ptronoge 
nnd aid, and soon after died there, poor. Some of his heirs were 
lately soliciting some contribution from the congress of the United 
Stntes, on the grounds of Bumsey's being the first projector. Fitch, 
however, declnred that Rumsey derived his conception from himself. 

Johu Fitch, in his controversy with James Rur:?;iey, respecting 
priority of claitn, ns set for% in his pamphlet of 1768, admib or 
sustains the following facts nnd circumstances, to wit: 

That the first thought of a steamboat came to him suddenly, in 
April, 1786. 

That in June following he went to Phildelphin, and showed hi 
scheme to Dr. Ewitig and Mr. Patterson. That in June and July 
he formed models, and in Attgnst laid them before congress, and in 
September he presented them to the Philosophicnl Society. 

Tlrat in October he called on the ingenious William Henry, Esq., 
of Lancnster, to tike his opinion of his drnughts, who informed him 
that he was not the@ person who had tlwW/& of applying steam 
to vessels, for that he himself had conversed with Andrew I4licott, 
Esq., of his own views on that matter, ns early as the yew 1776; 
and that T. Paine, author of Common Sense, had suggested the 
samr to l k n  in the winter of 1778; that some time after, he (Mr. 
Henry) thtnking more seriously of it, wns of opinion that it mght 
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m i l y  be perfected, nnd he nccordingly had mnde some drnughts, 
'$ whiCI( he then showed me," but added, thnt us he had neglected to 
bring them to public riew, and as Mr. Fitch W j r s t  published 
the plan to the wwld, he would Iny no claim to the invention. 
T o  this alleged fact A. Ellicott adds his testimony, saying thnt Mr. 
Henry did eo converse with him o n  the subject of steam, nnd inti- 
mated hi belief thnt it might be ndvanmgeo~dy npplied to the navi- 
gation of boats. Mr. Fitch went from Mr. Henry'e, in Loncaster,to 
the governors of Mnrylnnd nnd Virginin, to see them upon the sub- 
'ect H e  then procured laws in his behalf from the different legis- 
ktures, to wit-New Jeraey, Marylnnd and Virginia. 

H e  ndmits thni he  hnd been greo~ly indehted to the ua.&tance of 
his ingenious friend and partner, Mr. Henry Voight, who Itad afforded 
him valuable hints, nnd had united with him in perfecting 11is plllos ; 
nnd tllut a to his inventive genius nlone he wos indebted for the im- 
provement in their mode of creafing steam, from n thought which 
struck him two years before;" for, says Mr. Filch, we neucr made a 
se& of part of our w o r k s b u t  that a f a r  of depnrcing from old es- 
lnblished plans had made him for some time fearful of ndophg  it, 
until he (Mr. Fitch) perceived tholot Voight's invention of creating 
steam by a condensor, might be constn~cted 011 the same principles, 
(viz. a s p i d  pipe or worm,) only by reversing the ngent-because 
the best means of applyingjre to evnpornte w d m  into stcam, must 
nlso be the best m y  of applying coM w d e r  to condense steam-that 
is, the bringing of the greatest quantity of fire into action upon the 
pentest surface of water, or the contrnry. 

Mr. Fitch asserts, and ndduces his proofs, thnt Mr. Rumsey only 
b e p n  to procure his npparntus in the summer of 1766, nnd that by 
renson of h e  ice in the Potomac in the winter of that yenr, he could 
not hnve made any use of his stenm nnd boat till the spring of 1787 
-"which was long offer Mr. Fitchys bont was hi&, nnd his model 
of n steam-engine was compleled" Mr. Fitch also nsserts, that the 
certificate of Gen. Washington, of 7th September, 1784, ctdduced by 
Mr. Rumeey ns hie proof of an enrlier period, was in relation to his 
earlier bont nnd npparntus ns then shown to the general, nt Bnth,nnd 
which boat, as the certificate expressed it, was constructed to work 
against strenms, by mechnnism (not stenm!) and manual assistance, 
and that she was then so worked in his presence. 

Mr. Fitch nlleges t h ~ t  Mr. Rumsey's npplicntion to the legislnture 
of Pennsylvania, by his petition of 26th November, 1764, shows on 
its face thnt it wos not n s t ~ m b o n t  then he meditated, but '' n speciee 
of bonts of ten tons, to be propelled agoinst the current of a mpid 
river, by the combined influence of mechanical powers, at  the rnte 
of twenty-five to forty milea n dny." 

Mr. Filch alleges that it wne an after-liroz~ght of Mr. Rumseyys to 
use and npply steam, and the knowledge of which he nlle-~es he de- 
rived from himself, b~ seeing and hearing of his models, &c. ; and 
that he then puts in hle pretension bemuse of the certificate of Gea 



Washington and others, to facta a b u t  his boat of 1784, as if be had 
heen showing h e  same kind of boat then, which he could only have 
effected in t iS7 ! 

A%. Fitcli concludes thus triumphantly, saying, LC If Mr. Rumsey 
claims on Itis tlwqlkt, as exprwed to Gen. Washingtorl in his letter 
of lot11 March, 1753, tl: .i he has to encounter the prior flw/rls 
of Jlr. Paioe, Mr. Henry and Mr. Ellicott-if on former draqlds, 
witl~out exposing them to the public, he must &o admit tlie prior 
dnughts of X r .  Henry-but if it is to be determined by the esta- 
blished mode of plrblic dedumtwn, put on record, as was done in my 
case, then he must.submit to my talc, as being prior nnd indie 
putable." 

In this publication Mr. Fitch makes the remark, tllat JIr. Rutnsey 
had inairtuated that he (Xr. Fitch) had fonned his first conception 
of a steam vessel iltdhctly from Mr. Rumsey ; bemuse, ru be hinted, 
Mr. Fitch got lrisfirst thou~ld  from a Captain Bedinger, in  Ken- 
tucky, who went there in 1'794, and who had derived his idem, as 
a secret, from Mr. Rumsey. T o  this imflPInuntiun Nr. Fitch replies, 
that "he lins cot been in Kentucky since the year 1751." 

Oliver Evans, a bZu&milh of Philadelphia, (for steam power 
seems to have run most in the the heads of the smillt~,) certainly 
foresaw th'e power which could be made eKective from the use of 
steal11 ; but when he made his asse~tions the public would not credit 
his report, and many actually believed that it was tlie mvin r Of "" over-excited mind. LC More than twenty y a m  ago," mys t e New 
York Commercial Advertiser, in 1835, L L  we published his nssertiotla 
as hereinafter written nud signed by his mm, a d  yet none then 
gave him any credence-not even the legislatures of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland, to whith lie applied for countenance and support, 
gave him any patronage, and he died neglected and poor! But what 
he then so confidently .asserted is now matter of true history." I 
give liispullisl~ed declarations, to wit : 

L L  The time will come, wlien people will tmvel in stages, moved 
by steam-engines, at filieen to twenty miles an hour !" 

" A  carriage will leave Washington iu the morning, brenkfust at 
Baltimore, dine at Philadelphia, and sup at New York, on tlce s a w  
&y !" 

LC Railways will be laid, of wood or iron, or on srnooth puhs of 
broken stone, or gmvel, to tmvel ns well by night as day." 

LC A steam-engine will drive a cartinge 180 miles in twelve lioura 
- o r  engines will drive boats ten or twelve rides an hour; and hun- 

dreds of boats will so run upon the Mississippi, and other waters, as 
propl~sied thirty years qo ; but the velocity of bouts can never be 
made to equnl those of wrriiges upon rails, because the resistunce 

,in water is SO0 times more than that in air." 
Posterity will not be able to discover why the legislature or con- 

grea did not grant flre iuvcntw such protection ns might have enatied 1 



him toput in operation theee great improvements sooner, he having 
asked neither money nor monoply of any existing tlri " 

OLIVER F V A N S . ~ ~ ~  
0. E m s  was first induced to notice the powerful espnnsion of 

wpour, by applying hi heated iron with n hammer stroke to the 
epittle he could cast upon his nnvil; and also by heating the but- 
end of a musket barrel in his fire, filled with confbed water. He 
had tliought of d l  theee things in embryo ns eorly os the period of 
the Revolution, and yet he and his suggestions p e d  for y e m  un- 
patronized ! Such is the too frequent fate of new and importnnt im- 
provements. It is in geneml for more fortunate men io after years 
to reap the harvest of such minds as Evans, Fitch and Fulton's. 

In 1827 there were but two milroads, and short ones too, viz., one 
at Mauch Chunk and at Quincy, and nou, they are every where. 

Oliver Evans not finding any one will in^ to promote his views for 
a steam-sngon, bethought himself to apply his power more profitnhly 
to mills for grinding p i n ,  plaster of Paris, &c., m d  procured hie 
patent accordingly. 

In 1804, he applied l~is  power to a machine for cleansing docks, 
and for that object constructed a large flat or scow, with a stenm-en- 
'ne; and such n one having been ordered by the board of health, 

e conceived that it presented him with a fine occnsion for showing 
the public that his engine could propel both land and water cnrriqes. 
He therefore set his scow, ns if ~t were a cnr, upon wheels; and nl- 
though it wils only set upon wooden axles, and bore a weight equal 
to 200 barrels of flour, he actudly conveyed the whole from his 
worksho along the streets of Philadelphia out to the Schuylkill t: river wit great facility. Having then launched it into the river, he 
applied paddle-wheels in the stem, and thereby propelled it down 
that river like a steamhat, and then up the Delaware to the city, to 
the place of delivery.? This, it sbould be observed, wus six years 
before Fulton stnrted his first boat, the Clermont, on North river, in 
1807. This mas a sufficient demonstmtion, as he conceived,of what 
he had nsserted, that he could make a eomage to go b steam, upon 
a level road, equal to the swiftest horse; and upon t g is confidence 
he offered his bet of 3000 dollars, with none to tnke him up ! About 
d ~ s  time he also laboured much to induce proprietors of turnpikes to 
introduce steam-carringes upon their roads ; but none followed hie 
counsels, althougb he pledged himself to conslruct them steam-car- 
ringes which should run upon a railway, or level road, at the mte 

o f  fifteen miles an hour. At the same time he published his princi- 
ples of applying the same power to the propelling of boob on water 
and agninsl currents. 

Apollos Kingrley, a young man of Hartford, Conn., about the year 1798, made snd 
pmpalled through the .trseta of that city-a stmm loeomotivs. which he then saLl would 
III future be the meam of propellingthe mail 8tageq &. He m a  not credited, d id  roan 
&r, and a1 then went fur nothing. 

t 8es a picture of the name an it w.q in thi~ boot 



MI. h'iles, of h e  Regis'er, Iimrd Mr. Erllns say, many yeam ogot 
h a t  LL the child then born who would travel from Philadelphia 
to Boston in one day!" Already they go from Boston to New York 
in seventeen hours, and soon they will go by the nilroad to Phila- 
del hia in six hours more, wliich will of course fulfil the propliecy. 

B ~ r e r  Evans had at one tiwe a great steam engine stnndiag for 
six months nt the comer of Ninth and High streets, where it had 
broken, and would =o no further! I t  had been made to go uuak 
router, as it wns saix and was LO dig out river beds, and docks a i d  
slioals. I t  had started from his premises at  Vine street, and had gone 
that far on the streets. T o  what will not steam erentudly contribute! 

By the Brimurn might th hand3 supply, 
We cook, me ride, we saif, and soon shall Hv! 
Mind marches;--soon the glorious day will break 

When we ma sit, our hands within our breeches; 
When steam w& plough, sow, reap, grind, knead and bake, 

And our sole task be to digest earth's riches! 
Soon iron muscle will leave nought to do. 
And slave and master both may cease from labour- 
When giant steam, with never-tiring hand 
Shall toll, the only h o e  thmughoutthe land! 

Steam power has just been doing wonders, bod1 by lnnd and wntel 
for tmvelling facilities; but who knows how soon even these enel 
getic auxiliaries may be superseded, and by abler and simpler inven- 
tions! Already we hear of the c l ~ c t m m u ~ ~ t i e  combinations of 
Davenport and Cook, at Sarntoga. This remtnds us of the prophetic 
ken of science, M happily exhibited by Dr. Lardner : Philosophy 
(said he) already direct3 her finger at  sourcesof inexllaustible power 
in the phenomena of electricity and m o p t k m ,  and we m y  ezpcct 
that the steam-engine itself may ere long dwindle into insignificance, 
in wrnpnrison with tlte hiddenpowers of nature still to bc rmea&d 
We may expect that the day will come when the stenrn-engine will 
cease to have existence, save in the page of history."-[Vide Dr. 
Ltudner's Treatise on the Steam-engine, 1838.1 





WATERWORKS.  

THE Philndelphin Wntenvorks were begun in the spring of 1799, 
by constructing o large house, for wnter power, near the banks of 
the Schuylkill, sor~thwnrd of High street, (of which see a picture,) 
and also, another edifice of marble, nt the Centre squnre, as a receiv- 
ing fountain, (of which also see a picture.) It wns on ornamental 
struc~ure ; but with some it nevenheles bore the disparaging name 
of " the pepper box," in allusion to its circular fortti nnd appenrnnce 
These works hnd nt first but little encourngement; and to induce 
moneyed Inen toadventure their cnpital, they were offered wnter free 
of rent for a term of years. As lnte as 1503, only 960 dollars woe 
the rentnl of the water, nlthough nenrly 300,000 tlollnrs had then 
been es pended on the enterprise. At same time, one hundred and 
twenty-six houses were receiving the water free of cost. In 1814, 
there were two thousand eight hundred and fifty dwellings receiving 
the water, and a rent of 18,000 dollars. I n  that yenr, the 
cost of rnising the wnter wns 24,01)0 dollnra I n  1818, the stenm 
engine a t  fiirmoutrt was set in operation, and rnised the wnter a t  a 
saving of 6000 dollnffi, still leaving an expense of 16,000 per nnnum ; 
but in 1627, s ~ ~ c h  were the improvements infroduced, that the ex- 
pense of raising the water wns but 1455 dollnrs, while the water 
rents from the c ~ t y  and districts hnd risen to 33,560 dollnrs, and this 
is still rnpidly incrensing. I n  the eventud success of these men- 
awes me owe much to the skill und persevemnce of J. S. Lewis 
and Frederic Grnff, names which will be nlways identified with the 
origin and the renown of n Insting public benefit. 

Our great benefactor, Frnnklin, early foresnw the need of n fresh 
supply of wnter for Pl~ilulelphin, and recommended the CVissnhi~ 
a n  creek for that object; but that, now lhnt the city has so much 
incrensed in poptdntion, would be dmined dry in n week. 

There was little or no desire expressed by the citizens of Philn- 
delphin, for nny other than their good pump-wnter, till after the yel- 
low fever of 1593. Then, when the mind was olive to every sug- 
gested danger of il l  henlth, the iden of pumpwater being no longer 
good found its incrensing supporters. But after river wnter woe 
introduced, many were still very slow and reluctant to give up their 
icy-cold well wnter, for the tepid waters of Schuylkill. Numerous 
pits, however, for other purposes, in time destroyed the former pure 
taste of the pump-water, and led finally to their totnl nbnndonment, 
and the consequent incrensed pntronnge to the present necessary 
waterworks. 
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ANTHRACITE COAL. 

"I sat beside the glowing grate. fresh hen 
Wilh Lehigh coal, and as the flame rd 

p w  "sht- 
The many coloured flame--and play d and leap'd, 
I thought of rainbows and h e  northern light, 
And other brilliant mnners of the sort." 

WHEN the anthncite cod up the Schuylkill, at  Mount Carbon, 
kc . ,  \VM first effectively discovered-since the yenr 1800, it waa 
deemed of little value, because they codd devise no way to ignite it 
--a character which its name sufficiently denotes. About the year 
1810-11, however, a pmctical chemist, I believe an Englishman, 
his name unknown to fame or me, combining science with pnctice, 
made such an andysis of the cod  as convincrd him there was inhe- 
rent in the mms d l  the properties suited for combu:tion. H e  there- 
fore erected n furnace in a small vacant house on the causeway road 
(Beech street) leading over to Kensington. T o  this he applied three 
strong bellows; these succeeded to give out such an immense 
white heat from tlie coal as to melt platina itself! From this expe- 
riment, at which two of my friends were present as invited witnesses, 
were derived such proofs as led to its future genenl use in our city. 

It wns in the year 1608, that Judge Fell, at Wyoming, mode the 
first experiment to use that conl in a grnte of his own construction; 
a measure in which hc succeeded far beyond his expectations. Be- 
fore that time they had used it only for smith-work. I t  was first so 
used in 1763-9, by Obadiah Gore, (an early settler of Wyoming,) 
and afierwords by all the smiths there. 

T h e  Mount Carbon cod was known to exist in the neighbourhood 
more than Gfry years ngo; and some search was made, but the conl 
found being so very different from any which was previously Imantn, 
it was not thought to be of any value, and the search wr~s abandoned. 
It is supposed to be fifty years since n blacksmith, by the name of 
Whetstone, found coal and used it in his srnithshop. At n very 
early period, Judge Cooper declared his beliel of the existence of 
coal in tlie district, and the Messrs. Potts explored various places 
along the old Sunbury road, but success did not attend their open- 
tions. A Mr. William Morris afterwards became the proprietor of 
most of the coal lands at the head of our canal ; lie found conl, and 
took some quantity'to Philadelphia, about the year 1800; hut all 
his ell'orts to bring i t  into usc failed, and he abandoned the project, 
and sold his lands to their late proprietor, Mr. Potts. 

I t  does not appear that much notice was tnken of tlie coal from 
the time ef Whetstone, and the search made by the Mesm. Potts, 
until &out thirty years ago, when a Dcrson by the name of Peter 



Boatrus, n blue-dyer, in building the d l e y  forge, found cod m the 
tailrace. About the snme time, a Nr. David Berlin, a blncksmith in 
this neighbourhood, permnnen~ly commenced and introduced the use 

. of stone con1 in the smith's forge, and continued to use nnd insuuct 
others in its use mnny yenrs nfterwards. But old hnbits n p i n  bpP 

m e  victorious, nnd uppear to have held undisputed sway unti. 
about the year 1512, when Mr. George Shoemaker, n present inn- 
keeper nt Pottsville, and Nicholas Allen, discovered coal on n piere 
of land they h d  purchased, now called Cen~reville. Allen soon 
b e m e  disheartened, and gave up the concern to Shoemnker, who, 
rer~iving encouragement from some gentlemen in Philndelpllin, got 
out a quantity of conl, and took nine wagon-loads to Philndelphm 
Here win, our conl met with a host of opposition. O n  two wngon- 
loads Mr. S. got the carriage paid ; the others he gave nwny to per- 
mns who would attempt to use them. T h e  result wns uguinst the 
con1 ; those who tried them, pronounced them stone and not coal, 
good for nothing, and Shoemnker nn impostor! At length, after n 
multitude of disappointments, and when Shoemaker was about to 
abandon the coal and return home, Messrs. Xellon nnd Bishop, of 
Delnwnre county, mnde an experiment with some of the coal in their 
rolling mill, and found them to succeed beyond expectntion, and to 
be n highly valunble and useful fuel. T h e  result of their experi- 
ments woa published nt the time in the Philadelphia pnpers. Some 
experiments with the coal were made in the works at  the falls of 
Schuylkill, hut without success. Mr. Wernwag, the manager nt the 
Phcenix works, nt French creek, also mnde trial of the cod, nnd 
found it eminently useful. From that time forward, the use of 
the coal sprend mpidly, and uow bids hir  to become a most import- 
nnt nnd vnlunble bmnch of tnde, nnd to produce results highly bene- 
ficinl to the interests of Pennsylvnnin genemlly. 

T h e  foregoing statement rnny nppenr minute, but it is due to the 
individuals who laboured to force us to see the great benefit which 
coal is nnd will be to our state. We  nre nwnre that th6 credit of 
pointing out the use, nnd perhaps of discovering the nnthmcite, hne 
been cluimed by nnd nwnrded to individunls in nnother part of our 
State ; but it is within the knowledge of mnny, that those individ~~nle 
joined in pronouncing the coal good for nothing. W e  hnve nbund- 
ant testimony also for the fi~cts and dates we hnve given; from 
which it appears, t l~nt to Mr. David Berlin, George Shoemnker, and 
Messrs. Mellm and Bishop, we are indebted for the discovery of the 
use nnd introduction of our nnthmcite or stone conl. 

T h e  Leliigh Coal Compnny was originnted in 1773, on n very 
smnll scale, and begun its career by p~~rchasing the tmct of Jncob 
Weiss, on which is the large opehing on Summit hill, nine nlilee 
up from Mnuch Chunk. T h e  difficulty nnd expense of tmnsporta- 
tion were however such m to dishenrten the stockholders, and the 
pro erty was permitled to lie idle for some yenrs. 

h e  Prst and second cwl regions were then entirely unknown 



Coal had only been found on the Summit hill, and at the Beaver 
meadows; but even there they hnd no conception of any continuole 
strata for miles. Indeed, the old coal company had offered a bonw 
of $200 to any one who should discover cod on their lands neiuei 
to the Lehigh tban the Summit mine, and got no clnitns for dis- 
covery. In  the mean time, however, cod was used for the forge 
fires of the blacksmiths in the neighbourhood, and also in some of 
the bar rooms in the taverns along the roads, not distant 

The country at  that time, (1600,) wns extremely wild-from 
Stoddartrmille to Laumne-plnces now so fa~niliilrly known-making 
au intervening distnnce of tbirty-five miles dong the Lehigh, here 
was not one human habitntion. Lands, dong s~lch a rugged nnd 
deep mvine of country, bore no selling vnlue-for none foresaw any 
means LO bring its timber to milrkeL There were but thirteen 
houses above the Gap in the Blue mountnin, including even the 
towns of Lousanne md Lehighton. Rafts had been sent during 
freshets from Lnusanne downward, but none had ever come down 
fmm above that point Since then, such has been the consumption 
of timber to make coal arks, to use four hundred acres a year, and 
to threaten soon to exhaust the whole! From this cause, n bnck 
water navigntion h:ls been constructed along the Delaware, kc, eo 
as to return the coal boats. 

But to return to the history of the progress of coal production, viz. : 
In 1807, the cod company, for the purpoae of bringing their cool 
into notice, gave a lense of twenty-one years of one of their coal 
veins to Rowland and Butland, for the manufacture of iron, 
from the ore and cod to be dug. L! failed ofsuccass. 

In 1813, the cod company gave a lease of ten years of their lands 
to Messrs. Miner, Cis! and Rohioson, conditioned that they should 
toke to market annually 10,000 bushels of coal, to their olmtpofl .  
Five arks were despatched. Three of them wrecked in the Lehigh 
4 W O  reached Philadelphia, and the business was abandoned. 
White and Hazard gave..$20 a ton for that coal for their wire manu- 
factory, and yet it was not enough to quit costs. 

2nd attempt, however, led to future r d s  ofpnmanent good: 
for in 1817, White and Hazard, from the need of such cod, were 
induced to visit the Lehigh with Mr. Geoge Kauts, and th-e the 
three contracted with the coal company, on a lease for twenty years, 
on condition that they should take 40,000 tons of coal nnnually fos 
their own benefit. 

In  1818, they procured a legislative gmnt to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Lehigh-a measure deemed almost chimerical by many. 
Afier eome time they procured a stock association, and went on from 
year to year expending and improving-tnking however but little cod 
to mnrket until the year 1820-when they got to Plliladetphia 366 
tons " as the first fruits of the concern !" Little as that was, it com- 
pletely stocked the market, and was sold off with difficulty! Jt 
rncreased each subsequent year up to 182Lmaking in that yeor a 



Jeliverg of 9141 tons. I n  IS%, it run up to 23,393 tons, aud kepi 
dong  at nearly that mte until 1832, when it delivered 70,000 tom 
From that time it went on regularly increasing, until now, in 1839 
it hne delivered 221,S50 tom. And now thnt it has got its momen 
tum. who can guess where it will end ! 

I t  will be observed, thnt no regular Bale of anthracite coal waa 
effected in the Philadelphia market till the year 1825. I t  may be 
remarked dso, h a t  the manner of using the desceoding navi&on. 
by mt;/icial frdzts  is the first on record as a permanent measure. 
Gen. James Clinton had, in 1779, so contrived to raise the watem 
of the a t  b m c h  of the Susquehanna, by making a sluice dam 
across the outlet of 0-0 lake, and so caused his division to pasi 
onward by the mised waters. 

"Dark anthracite! that reddenest on my hearth, 
Thou in those inlnnd mines didst slumber long, 

But now thou art come forth to move the eruth, 
And ut to shame the men that mean thee wmng; 

Thou s l h  be coals of fire tn those that hate thee 
And warm the shins of all thrlt underrate thee. 

Yen, they did wrung thee foully-the who mock'd 
Thy honest face and said lhou dl rat bum, 

Of hewing thee to chimney-pieces crrlked, 
And grew profam-and swore, m bitter scorn, 

That men might to thy inner caves retire, 
And there, unshed, abide the day of 6re. 

mess nigh. Thou too ahnlt be 
Yet Great is gy 1r1 f? y tum-and wide shall spread thy fame 
And swiftl fartheet Maine shall hear of thee, 

And co&ew Brunswkk gladden at thy name. 
And, faintly through its sleets, the weepi 
That sends the Boston folks their cod, s h z  hk.. 
For thou shalt f o p  vast railwnys, and shalt heat 

The hissing rivers into steam, and drive 
Hu mnsses from th mines, on iron feet 

$ ? & i n  their nteAy way, as if alive. 
~orthwarft till everlasting Ice hesets thee, 
And south, as far as the grim Spaniard lets thee. 

Tbou shnlt make mighty engines swim the sen, 
Like its own monstess-boats that for a guinea 

Will take n man to Hnvrednd shall be 
The moving eoul of many n spinning jenny, 

And ply thy shuttles, till a hnrd can wear 
As good a suit of broadcloth ns the May'r, 

Then we will lau h at winter, when we hear 
The im old e%ud abu t  our d w e l l i i  rare: 

Tbou Ern that " ruler of th' inverted year" 
Shalt luck the bony  sceptre Cowper gave, 

And pul!him from his sledae, and drag h ~ m  in, 
And melt the icicles from 08 his chin. 
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Heat will be cheap-a small considerauon 
WIU put one in a way m raise his punch, 

Set lemon trees, and have r cane phntation- 
Twill he a prenv saving to the Lmch. 

Then the West India n y n  may go play 
The banjo, and keep en ess holday." 

[sea Appendlr p. 517.1 

W A T E R I N G  PLACES. 

"And when too much repose bnw on the spleen, 
And the ga city's idle lemures clo 

Swifi as my c 1 an& m& I change & scene, 
And now the country,-now the town enjoy." 

Tae pnctice of summer travelling among the gentryand die11 
imitators, is quite a modern affair. Our forefathers, when our citiea 
were small, m d  pump-water still uncontaminated, found no places 
more h e d ~ h y  than t he~ r  homes; and genemlly they liked the country 
best, " when ttisited from town." From that cause there were very 
few country-seats in existence ; and what there were, were so near 
as to Le easily visited on foot, "not for the good and friendly too 
remoten-to d l .  Thus  the Rev. Gi!bert Tennant's place, Bed- 
minister, was at the comer of Brewer's alley and Fourth street 
Burges' place and Mitchell's place were in Campington. T w o  or 
three were GUL in Spring Garden, on the northern side of Pe  FS run ; Hamilton's place was at  Bush-hill ; Penn's place was c ow 
by at Springettsbury'; and lastly, Kinsey's place, were is now the 
Naval Asylum, and Turner's place, Wilton, was down neat Girard's 
farm. -411 these were nther nrities than a common choice. 

As population and wealth increased, new devices of pleasure were 
sought, and some itlland watering places began to be visited, chiefly, 
however, at  first, for the good they might be supposed to offer to the 
infirm. Next in order cnme sea batlriw, most generally used at 
first by the robust,-by those who could rough it,--such aa could 
bear to reach the sen shore in a returning " Jersey wagon," and who 
lepended on heir  own supply of 'l small stores," sheets, nnd blankets, 
kc.-Increase of such company, in time, afforded sufficient niotive 
to residents OK the favourite benches, to make such provision for 
transient viaiters, as could not conveniently make their own supply. 
Thus, yearly, such places of resort g:ew from little to greater, and 
by degrees to luxury and refinement. I t  is still, however, within 
the memory of seveml of the aged, when the concotnitante of sea , oathing, before the Revolution, were rough na its own surgq, and 
for that very reason, produced better evidences of positive benefib ta 
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drers ,  in the increase of robust feelings, thnn they do uow. But 
Itst in order, in the progress of luxury, came the last device of 
pleasure, in trnveUing excursions,--now boxing the compnss" to 
every point The ostunishing increased facilities of communicatio~ 
have diminished distances. Stenmboate tmnsfer us to far distant 
phces, before we hnve fairly tried the varieties of a single d q  and 
night of their operation! Posbcooches, and fleet horsea, roll us as 
easy as on our couches: New Englnnd and northern tours occur,- 
the Gmnd utnnl and N i q p a  are sought; westward, we hnve Mount 
Carbon, and die line of new can&; and homeward, round 
we have the wonders of Mouch-Chunk, Carbondale, the Morris 
canal, Cadsill mountain, and the everlasting battlements of the 
North river. In such excursions much is seen to gratify the eye, 
and much to cheer the heart. 

"The verdant meads, the yellow waving corn, 
The new-mown hay, the melody of birds. 
The pomp of groves,-the sweets of early mom." 

Scenes like these, ofttimes varied, and sornetimea combined with 
sea scenes, are ever grateful. 

"The music, 
The dasn of ocean on the win* shore ;" 
*' How the cheer the citizen, 
And bnce L s  languid frame!" 

We proceed now to notice his~oricnlly the only "wattnng placed' 
known to our forefathers, placing them much in the order in which 
they occurred, to wit : 

"The mineral water in the Great valley," thirty miles from 
Philadelphia, wns first announced, as a valuable diacove 
year 1722. In  the =me year, grzir praise is bestowed on t e newly 
discovered mineral water at "Bristol spring." 

X* In lhe 

In  1'770, such wns the decreased fame of the Y e h  qrings, in 
Chester county, that it was deplored as a public evil tbnt it had 
been so deserted; dthough its efficacy of waters nnd charms of 
scenery and accommodation were still undirninished-at the begin- 
ning-(fifty years before.) I t  was stated, tbnt from one to five 
hundred persons, daily, had been accustomed to be found there in 
the summer months. 

We think " Long bench" and Tucker's bench," in point of 
earliest atraction as n sea-shore resort for Philadelphians, must claim 
the precedence: They had their visiters nnd distant admirera long 
before Squarn, or Deal or even Long Bmnch itself, had got their 
severnl fame. T o  those who chiefly desire to restore languid frames, 
and to find their nerves new-bmced and firmer strung, nothing ran 
e u d  the invigorating surf and genial air. And what can more 
Aect the eye and touch the best Rffectiona of the heart, than L e n  
to think of Hiln who made those great wnvee-stalkirrg like so many 
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giants to the shore,-tosing their white creats high aggnnst tl18 
evedasting strand, and calling to each other, in the decp-toned moans 
of imprisoned spirits struggling to be free ! I n  the beautiful lnng~egs  
of our countrywoman, Nrs. Sigoumey, we may my,- 

"Thou speak'st a God, thou solemn, holy sea! 
Alone upon tb shore. I rove and count Y The crested bi owa in their ceaseless play * And when dense darkness shrouds thy n d u l  face. 
I listen to thy voice and born me down, 
In all my nothingness, to Him whose eye 
Beholds rhy congregated world of waves 
But as a notdess deca dmp !" 

'' BrmLcir," last but grentejt in fame, because the fnslriona- 
bles, who rule all things, have made it so, is still inferioras a surf, to 
those above named. It wns held before the Revolution by Colonel 
White, a British officer and an inhabitnot at New York  Thestnnll 
house which he owned and occupied as a summer retreat, is still ex- 
isting in the dump now much enlarged by Renshaw. I n  conse- 
quence of the war, the place wna confiscated and fell into other 
hnrtrls, nod finally for the public good. 

'I'l~at house wns first used ns a boarding-house by our fellow 
citizen, Elliston Perot, Esq., in 1785. At that time the whole pre- 
mises were in charge of an old woman left there to keep them from 
injury. Of her Mr. Perot begged nn nsylum for his family, which 
was gmnted, provided he could hire his beds and bedding of othcm. 
Being plensed with the place, he repented him visits the Lhree suc- 
ceeding years, taking with him other friends. I n  1790-1, Mr. 
M9Night, of Monmouth, witnessing the liking shown to the plnce, 
deemed it a good speculation to buy it. H e  bought the whole re- g mises, coutaining one hundred acres of land, for $700, and t en 
got Mr. Perot and others to loan him 2000 dollars to improve it. 
He  then opened it for a public watering place; and before his death 
it wos supposed he had enriched himself, by the investment, ns much 
as 49,000 dollars. T h e  estate am sold out to Reushaw for about 
13,000 dollors. 

T h e  table fare of those companies who first occupied the l~ouse 
under the old woman's gmnt consisted chiefly of Gsh, and such 
d t e d  meats ns the visiters could bring with them. A11 then wm 
much in the rough style of bachelor's fore. 

Prior to the above period, a Black point," not far off, was the 
place of bathing. They had no surf there,and were content to 
bathe in a kind of waterhouse, covered ; even I~ingl~atn's great 
house, neor there, indulged no idea of surf-bathing. T h e  tnverr 
enterbinnlent at Bluck point wns quite rude, compared with p r e  
sent Long Bnnch Iuxuriee; cocoanut pudding, and floating-islnndn, 
&c., were delicociea, not even known in our citiml 

Indeed we cannot but see, that the most of former summer ex- 
/ cursions were bul for the men. Thev were genemlly deemed tou 

t 



&tant and rough for femnle pnrticipntion. But later improvements 
in mds, and a far more easy construction of spring-carringea, have 
eince brought out their full proportion of ladies,-gladdening the 
company along the route by those feminine numctions which 1-n 
our cares nnd double our joya Thus giving an air of gaiety and 
courtesy to all the steamboats, stnge-coaches, and inns, where they 
enter, nnd thus alluring us to become the grentest travellers in our 
summer excursions, to be found in the world I From these m u m ,  
country-seats, which were much resorted to nfter the year 1793, are 
fast falling into disuse, and probably will not again recover their 
former regnrd. See Appendix, p. 538. 

CANALS, RAILROADS, TURNPIKES.  

M&e freighted barks beyond the mountains m y -  
Sldu exulting, see the flitting sails 

Waft joy and plenty round the peopled vales! 

Iro some arts of the Union a very erroneous opinion prevnila, tha~ 
rhe United 1 ate8 are indebted wholly to the example of New York, 
for the active and beneficial spirit of internnl improvement, which 
pervades the whole confederacy of states. 

The splendour of their justly acknowledged grnnd enterprise, 
appears to have eclipsed the hrillinuce of the numerous achieve- 
ments of the other states. Hence, although Pennsyluattia hna 
expended seveml millions of dollam more on intemnl improvements, 
than any atnte in the Union, she has been but little noticed therefor. 

In Pennsylvania, ty spirit, as in New York, has not been 
brought iu as an auxi f" m y  to our public works. Hence our march, 
though resolute nnd constant, hos been silent and unostentatious. 
If we except three of the almost uninhabitable counties in the nonh- 
western port of this state, fivesixths of every part of the common. 
wealth is to be inte~ected by muds and raiZways, leaving no poi1 
at a greater distance from the highways then twenty-three miles, 
when the worke. in actual progress shnll have been wholly finished 

We shall prov-hiefly from official documents, that from the 
ear 1791 to July 1828, the enormous sum of $22,010,664 has . L expended by the state and by wrporalions, on canals, "rers, 

turnpike-roads, milways and bridgea, kc.,-nnd tbis exclusive of 
the sums expended by the state prior to the yenr 1'791. 

We can nlso show, that addit~onnl works are in actual progreaa, 
and that they will be finiahed at an additional expense estimnted a( 
Pp. 1 1 . 3  I 



$12,450,000, making a grand total of $34,460,654, vnded In 
PennsyImh in fony years, from 1791 to 1831, (the tune we pen 
this article,) for internal imprommcds. 

From the y w  1791 to 15-25,265 companies have been incorpo- 
rated by the legislature for the purpose of erecting vnrious internal 
improvements! 

The first act paased in America for a milwny for general pur- 
pose of commerce wns &.it to Mr. Stevens and others, to ~nnke a 
milway from Columbia ro Philadelphia-SU milen The pnrtiee 
did not execute their plan, but the state hns it in hands to execute it 
quickly. [Since finished.] 

Since the year 1792,16S companies have been incorporated to 
make about 3110 miles of turnpike roads--of these 102 have gone 
into operation and have constructed nearly 2380 miles of ronds at 
an expense of $8,431,059. 

The  numerous bridges, which have been erected over nlmoa 
every strenm in Pennsylvanin-unnny of them then very expensive 
ones, have given to us the tide of '& the slate of ln'@es." 

Some of the county bridge have been constructed at nn expense of 
from thirty to forty nndeven tosiay thoumnd dollars. The Schuylkill 
pmnnent  bridge, wns the first great structure of the kind nttempted 
1n America, executed at an expense of $300,000. The Lancnster, 
or upper ferry-bridge (since supplied by the wire-bridge) was com- 
posed of one arch of 328 feet of cord. A span exceeding any othe~ 
in the world. Our wooden bridges, generally, are unrivalled in 
nu~nber, nlognitude nnd scientific boldness of design. 

William Penn, io his proposals for n s c d  settlement in Penn- 
sylvania, ns published in 1690, nlludes to the prncticability of effecting 
" a  com~nunication by wafer," between the Susquehnnnn and a 
brnnch of the river Sc11uylkill:-A singular preseuti~nent of n project 
actually commepced in one century afterwnrds. And at a still 
earlier period--say in 1613, Sir Samuel Argnl wrote home to Eng- 
land, saying he had the hope to see n cut made between the haye 
of Chesapeake and Delaware. And the Modem Universal History, 
edition of 1763, ssys there is an ansy communication with Murylnnd 
which conles witl~in four miles of the Chesnpenke bay--also, that 
a project once set on foot for joining the river and bay by an 
nrtiGcid canal, (now done,) but it met with such opposition from h e  
inhabitants of Virginia nnd Maryland, I' thnt it come to nothing." 

Numerous lettera are now extnnt, which, besides their originality 
of views, prove beyond all doubt thnt the union is indebted to Penn- 
sylvania for the fitst introduction of canals and turnpikes to the 

ublic attention. Yet this fact, susceptible ae it is of every proof, ie 
%itherto scarcely known to the maw even of our own po ulation.. 
Some of our citizens almost denying the'existence of 8 e works 
which their own means had crated, and thus wisdng to swell the 
praises of other states, to the prejudice and neglect of their own 

1 If Pennsylvania ie to be censured, it cannot be for supinenear 

' # '  



m d  wnnt of enterprise, It cannot be for sins of omission, but of 
commission. The fault, if any, hna been that she has done what 
ehe ought to have left undone. She exercised her energies, if to 
blnme, prematurely. She was in advance of the spirit of the age, 
and her emmple in commencing the first canal to connect the 
eastern a d  western waters, which, if successful then, would have 
stimulated other states, even then, to rivalry, proved by ib  failure 
(and nll things failed under L' EnfantYsen~neering,although deemed 
a premier,) a bencon which warned them to shun her course, nnd 
withnl to husband their resources, till more wealth and better 
qualified Gents could be obtnined. 

Some of the correspondence above alluded to, respecting the 
introduction of cnnnls, is ns early as the ymr 1750 to '60; and r l  
though it had but liule efficient power then, it nevertheless wna the 
entering wedge which drove to important future resulk 

If our informntion be correct, we may attribute to David Ritten- 
house, the astronomer, and to Doctor William Smith, provost, the 
credit of being the first Inbourers in this im rtmt measure. Afterwnrde 
Robert Morns, nnd still later, Robert ulton, lent their powerful 
rnktance. 

P" 
In the year 1762, David Rittenhouse, and Iloctor William Smith, 

we believe, at the snme time, surveyed nnd levelled a route for a 
canal to connect the wnkrs of the Suequehnnna nnd Schuylkii 
rivera, by meam of the Swntarn nnd Tulpehocken creeks. The 
Union cannl, which has since nccomplihed this object, posses over 
a portion of thi3 mute, which wna surveyed for a c a d  in the 
time of the coloniea . 

The views of the projectors of this work were, if the difficulties 
of that period are considered, far more gigantic and surprising thnn 
have been entertained by their successors any where. They con- 
templated nothing less than a junction of the eastem and western 
waters of Lake Erie and of the Ohio, with the Delnwnre, on a route 
of five hundred and eighty-two miles. All this, too, at a period, 
when the country itself was compnrntively a wilderness and without 

ulntion-looking to the future ae a m a n s  to surely renlize so 
ep ?' endid a scheme of internal communication. Let the European 
'oumnlis&, who cnrp at our deficiencies, contemplate such facts 
iy a new 1.1 

In 1764, t E ey induced the American Philosophical Society, to 
order n survey for a cannl to connect the Chesopenke bay with the 
De1awnre-n work now accomplished. 

These laudable efforts were ably seconded by the provincial legis- 
lature, which about the snme time authorized a survey on a route, 
extending five hundred and eighty-two milw, to Pittsburg nnd Erie. 
The reault was, that the measure was strongly recommended as a 
feasible project, whenever the public retlourcw should warmot the 
noble undertnking. 

Be soon nfier the war of Independence, na oircumstancea wouu 



permit, the scheme was begun. On the 29th September, 1791, a 
compny nns incorporated t3 effect a portion of the plan, of whom 
Robert Moms, David Itittenhouse, Willianl Smith, Tench Fwnch 
and othen, were named M cornmi~ioners. They  were authorized 
to connect the Susquehnnna nnd Schuylkill by a cnnd of slack 
water navigntion. 'Phus beginnzrg the &st link in the great chain 
intended to connect Erie nnd Pittsburg and Philndelphia. T h e  in- 
tended great union is distinctly recognized in the act as then pro- 
mulgated. 

Comnlercia; embamtssments which befell some of the chief stock- 
ho!ders, nnd withal misapplied money, in a w e  wherein we had so 
.itfie of esperience, wmpelled n suspension of the opendons. This 
circumstance, and the suspension some yenrs nnenvards of the Chesa- 
penke and Delaware canal, had n most retarding effect on every 
other similar enterprise. Frequent attempts were made from the year 
1795 to result~e opemtions; and there cannot be a doubt, that if the 
state had, immediately on the first nppenrnnce of embarrssments, 
bestowed that libernl help-eventually proffered when too late-that 
t hee  canals would have been completed. 

T h e  Union canal, intended to unite the former interests, wan 
crented by an act of the year 1811, and still presenring the ultimate 
purpose of extending its course to Lake Erie. Its subsequent h k  
tory being an affair of much more modem time, it is not neceasnry 
to detnil its progress down to its completion. 

T h e  render who desires thnt information is referred to the facts ae 
nbly dmwn up by George W. Smith, Esq., to whom I am indebted 
for much of the foregoing notices, nnd whose ample expose on the 
subject of our internal improvements, is published in the Register of 
Peunsylvmia, vol. i. p. 408. 

L' T h e  time will come, (said Fulton's letter to Govern01 Miillin,) 
when canals shall. pass through every vale-wind round every hill, 
nnd bind the whole country in one bond of social intercourse!" 
And so it is evert now ! 

T h e  turnpike on the Lancnster road, formed in 179!2-3, wns the 
first in the Uuited Stales, and thnt of Germnntown nnd Perkiomen 
in 1800-1, was the next in order in Pennsylvania. 

I t  may be remarked of our citizens, that they seem more indiffer. 
ent than others to thnt self-gratulation and public cheering which 
leads to great results in other communities. For instnnce, they gc 
on to the ~;ccomplishrnent of great public works without despondencj 
in the progress, and with little or no public display, or commemora- 
tive fetes or festivnls. These rernarks are elicited hy contemplating 
the tame and unobtrusive manner in which the pnblic officers, and 
public journals, announced the completion uf such great works ae 
&'the Schuylkill navigation," in the year 1825, and 'Lthe Union 
canal," in the month of December, 1827. 

No public processions or tejo~cings of any kind have marked 
those great public eventa T h e  waters from the Susquehanna have 
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been permitted tci mingle with the Schuylkill nnd Delaware, with- 
out a single effort to mark the anniversary of such an auspicious 
event, although involving in its consequences, hopes as enlivening 
and cheering as " the p n d  c ~ a l , "  so called, itself. 

Already has the very name of the &st b o d  arriving by tlte 
Schuylkill navigation cannl been lost to fame. This stint of praise 
and distinction is only equalled by the singularly tame and unex- 
hilarating annunciation of the first certnin con~pletion of the Union 
canaL It first comes before the public eye on the 2d January, 162S, 
in the form of " an entroct of a letter," of the 30th December, " front 
Willian~ Lehman to the maongem," stating that " the boat Susque- 
hmna had passed the Summit level with a load of coal from the 
Susquehanna, and might be expected lo arrive at Philadelphia, on 
the 1st January." Such great news, the gazettes present without 
any editorial remarks, or display of their flying heralds trumpeting 
onise far and wide. Corttented with the fact, they make no parade 
or flourish. Thus  a great public event which in other cities gives 
occasion to splendid and golden books and imperial presents and 
letters, produces no general sensation or enthusiasm here. 

We cannot but see, however, that eventually, nilroads and canala 
are destined to become the arteries by which the life blood of our 
corporate body-the nation-is to be extended with equal vitality to 
every pn They will go on until they join us to the Rocky moun- 
tains, and thence again, beyond them, to the Pacific ocean. A uni- 
v e d  inland con~munication is fast progreesing. Never again shall 
we expsrience,in cnse of war with a foreign enemy, the evils before 
witnessed by their ascendency on the ocean, even if we should be 
mferior in power, in another wnr on that element. 

Hereafter, we can transport soldiers and munitions of war, to any 
point of our country which may need their presence; but formerIy, a 
foreign fleet could change its positions of annoyance at any time and 
place where we were least prepared, or least expected its assault. 

I n  the war of 1812, such were the difficulties of inter-communiur- 
tion, that while cotton was 6 cents per pound, and sugar 3 cents pet 
pound, in New Orleans, cotton was ~vortlt 40 cents, and sugar 3 0  
cents, in New England. Flour, too, which could only bring $2 in 
the western country, wos worth $16 in New England. Hereafter, 
such articlea of home production will go from the south-west and 
west, to the eastern cities on the seaboard, at one to two cents a pound f 
What can hinder the progress and happiness of such n people as we, 
but our owq disunion, mismanagement, or sins! 



River Delmwn. 

"Not &rant I% the time--when, in thy solitude sublime, 
N o  sail was ever seen to skim thy biiowv tide. 
Save light canoe. by artless savage plied." 

P. HEYLIN, in his Cosmo,gaphy, says the I n d i  called da 
river A m p h a ,  and the bay Poutaxat 

William Penn, in his letter of 1653, thus describes the fish of the 
Delaware, to wit : " Sturgeons play continually in our river. dlloes, 
as they call them,(the Jew's Alice,) and our ignomnts, shades, (shad!) 
are excellent fish. They are w plentiful that six hundred are d r a m  
at a draught. Fish are brought to the door, both fresh and aalt. Sir 
d o e s ,  or rocks, for twelve pence, and salt fish at  three farthings per 
pound. Oysters two shillings per bushel.'' 

I n  the year 1733, the governor proposes to the assembly to adopt 
the prnctice of other countries, in placing buoys for the channel of 
the Delaware, and to appoint pilots under proper regulations. These 
things are said to be suggested in consequence of the difficulties of 
navigation, and the frequency of shipwrecks. They seem, however, 
to have got along awhile mitl~out them, for the buoys were not in- 
troduced into use until the year 1767. 

I n  1746-7, John Hnrding, a miller, built the wharf and made a 
windmill on the muddy island against the town. He, however, 
took a fever by working in the mud, and died. His son, who suc- 
ceeded him, gave it its finish, and both expended about 3 6 0 0  in 
the works. T h e  windmill was in opemtion but a few years, when 
it had the misfortune to have the top and sails blown o f  in a violent . 
gust, and was borne in the air to Joshua Cooper's orchard on the 
Jersey shore! There it was seen as a play place for boys many 
years afterwiirds. This was dechred by Mr. John Brown, who 
saw it. 

At a later period a bakehouse was erected there, which; as Thomna 
Hood told me, did much busineaa They had also a frnme hvern, 
and sold milk. In  time the tavern was left untenanted, when some 
skating boys at night made it into a great bonfire, for the interest of 
the town beholders. 

Cankin Smith's lod~ment  at  the north end is a modern affair. 
and ;robably better thni any preceding one. 

Professor Knlm, when here in 1748, said it was the remark of 
the old Swedes, and other oldest persons, that the rivers and 
broolzs decreased, whilmt the seashores increased. As fuc~a, they 
stnted, that mills which sixty years before were built on waters with 

r a sufficiency of head, had nince so little as to be kept idle but in 
times of rains and  snow^ Aoke Kalm remembered aevnral placer 



in the Delaware, since made islands of a mile in length, over which 
he used to row in a bont 

Mr. M'Clure made a scientific and minute survey of the stnte of 
our tidrs in the Delawnre, the facts concerning which may be seen 
at  length in my MS. Anunls, page 3.25, in the Historicnl Society of 
Pennsylvania 

I t  deserves to be mentioned, as being now a remarkable c h a m  
teristic of the Delaware,-the abundance of its oysters Fifty years 
lyo, when fewer persona were nccustomed to eat oysters, and when 
the few that were enten were dl trundled about the streets on 
whedbnrrms, the oysters of the Delawnre were scarcely thought of, 
or named. T h e  good livers then only feasted on snlt oysters from 
the senshore. Ae these nn out, by increased demand, those of the 
Delawnre cnme into notice. Their consumption hm since incrensed 
every year, and the writer, among others, begnn to fear they must 
olso be exhausted ; but it is not -by a kind considemtion of Pro- 
vidence, it seems to be their nature to increase with the disturbance 
and stirring of their hede; and they ore nlso tnken in deeper waters 

I t  has been matter of surprise to mnny, that our oyster beds, . though so tnuch fished, should still continue to &ord a su5cient 
supply. Philndelphia city has incrensed its consumption severnl 
hundred fold, nnd vessels from New York ore constnntly supplying 
themselves with loads, to wry to their own nurseries. Some vessels 
olso take them to tnnsplant at  Egg Harbour. Long Island and 
Egg Harbour oysters, when sold as so superior in size and flavour, 
nre still to be regnrded ns natives of our own bny. Besides our own 
city supply from our bny, we nre latterly receiving great qunntities 
from the Chesnpenke, through the Delaware canal. From the 7th 
October to the 16th December, 1840, there pnssetl through thnt 
c~nn l ,  for our city use, 4230 tons; and t t  the time of writing this 
fnct, there is nctunlly lying nt Spruce street wharf eighteen vessele 
freighted with oysters;--n real fleet of luxurious diet for the city 
ban,-a'uants! It is snid to be a fnct, thnt much more oysters are 
consumed in Philadelphin than in New York, where the price, once 
so cheap, is now so very high. 

Having been at  some pnins to learn something of the present and 
pnst stnte of our oyster beds in the bay, I have arrived at sundry 
conclusions, such as these:-thnt our fields of oysters, notwithstand- 
ing their constant delivery, are actually on the increase, and have 
been au,amenting in extent nod qunntity, for the lnst thirty or forty 
years. This fnct, strange to the mind of many, is said to be im- 
putable to the great use of the dredging machines, wh~ch, by 
dmging  over a grenter surface, clears the beds of impediments, and 
trails the oysters beyond their natuml position, and thus increases 
the boundaries of the field. These dredges are great iron mkea, 
attached to the vessel by iron chains, and which trail through the 
oyster beds, while the vessel is moving over them by the force of 
the wind in her mils. I n  this way many more oysters are dmgged 
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and loosened from the mud, than the n k e  will take up, and thpr 
are left free to prowte anotller future supply. 

I t  is said to be a false kindness to oysters to let them done, an 
they did at New York to  heir famous blue points," by aprolecti~g 
h, which served only to have them so covered with mud, ns to 
actually destroy hem. 

An old oysterman informed me, as lm instance of the incrense of 
oyster beds, that he used to visit a little one, thirty years ngo, of one 
to two hundred feet long, and therefore very difficult to find, which 
now is P quarter of a mi!e long, nnd growing, knosvn ns tile new bed 
There is a field of size, also beds of size, OK Benj. Davis7 point, 
and Maurice river, K. J., and off Nahaut's river, Delaware side. 
Since the formation of the Breakwater, lobsters and blackfish hare 
come there in quantities. By-and-by we may expect much in- 
crease of them there! It is discorered to be a fact, in all h e  

nds found in the sedge marshes, lining the two shores of the De- 
cware, that in them are found the best oysters; and that in one of 
them d l e d  the " Ditch," which if. an artificial cnnd cut into the 
marsh, fine oysters are dwoyrr to be fished out. I t  has been re- 
marked by my informant, and corroborated by others, that dthough 
oysters are found in A t  water, they will not bem to be removed to 
water which is mlter. Experiments have been made of hanging u 
basket of bay oysters over the vessel's side esposed to the saller sen 
water, and they have been found to die in twelve hours. Hence 
the necessity of planting them in waters less salt, or at least not 
salter than their native beds. Those caught after a copious min are 
said to be much finer than those tnken from the same place before 
the nin. T h e  oyster is of a tenacious nature, attaching its geleti- 
nous substance to almost all bodies with which it comes in c o n t a c t  
such as wood, iron, stone. When they are found attached to glass 
bottles, they are nlwpye found n~uch  fatter for i~ T h e  influence of 
mud to destroy, and o f  fresher water to fatten oysters, is well under- 
stood by their experience at New Haven, as told in Barber's History, 

me 1106. 
P'l'hose who make u business of trnnsplnnting, come early in the 
season, and carry them away in he i r  boob to the i7tatd waters 
about Egg Harbour, &c., from whence they are taken in the fall, 
uitt. fnl, and carried over land to the city market, and sold as Egg 

Rarbour oysters. 
As in a good degree connected with the 1:se and incidents of the 

Delaware, we here olfer a graphic description of good old Burlington, 
intimately connected with h e  plensure scenes nnd reminiscenceb 
of our own boyhood. Most feelingly we understand the picture aa 
here drrtw~~. Many must remember it. 

Ah,old acquaintance! therethouart- May I a passtn tribute pay, 
I hail thee with a beating heart, wheremany a iappy school-boy &,, 
1'11 sing of thee, before we part, In yearn for ever past away, 

/ Green bank of Budngton. I play'd upon thy hank. 
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At early morn I thouzht the6 fur, I could have sprung fmm off the deck. 
At noon thou Eadst the freshest air, To give his hand a hearty shake, 
Thy evenings only could compare For him, and for his cit s sake, 

With Eden s lovely bowers. My dear old Bur!k?"t~n. 

And most enchantin5 was the grace Sadly my memory loves to m c e  
That marked the ladles of the lace, The kindly smile of many a face P In walk, in form, in mind, in ace. Gather'd ere hiis in the restkg place 

Like mother Eve of old. With those of ages past 

Your melons were for flavour rare, The lapse of almost forty years 
Your cream and strawberries sweetest Hm ended all their joys and carcares, 

were, W e  hope they are the happy hem 
Your luscious peach, and juicy ear. Of immodty .  

The rich and poor pulme No steamboat then in stately pride, 
By pebbl shore and lofty tree, 2' Made npid way 'gainst wmd ana 
Our goo old bathing place 1 see, tide, 
Wbere school-boys all with loudest A shallop then its lace supplied, 

glee. The p d l y  sfoop ~a~ F10wer.~ 

To &les s-s repair'd. Thy sister cities have the fame, 
Lghtl that batteau see? to glide, Of battles fought, and warlike pame, 
In suc! a one I loved to nde, Thy ancient records lay no clam 
With helm in hand, her course to To bloody tales like these. 

guide, Th precincts show no battle-field, 
the breeze. ~ g e r e  haughty foes were forced to 

"l'm sweet to leave the tiresome yield ~ ~ 

book, And many a brave one's fate was 
A dozen silvery b h  to hook, senl'd 
Then take them home to plague the In death upon the plain. 

- - 
cook, 

To clean and fry them all. 

M tale of pleasure is begun, 
d e  also sometimes got a gun, 
Through mud and mire all day to 

Nn ; 
To shoot a bird or two. 

Sometimes we hired a boat to speed, 
On a duckinn trip where wild ducka - - 

feed, 
But less ducks than duckinga we got 

indeed, 
On Neshamony's marshy flats. 

How spreads this rlver like a bay, 
I've skated on it many a day. 
While Bristol boys hnve had a fray, 

And feats of skating show'd. 
Keenly the cmwded wharf I view, 
And cannot see one face I knew, 
But good Ben Shepherd's ever true, 

At every varying tide. 

Ere Trenton saw the deadly fray, 
Thou wast not idle in thy way; 
Bold s iritp uuited to the~r day, 

bithstood a tyrant's rule. 

In thy Town Hall these patriots sate, 
And there resolved to share .he fate 
Of eve suffering sister state 

%th them to stand or fall. 

I eannot see Saint Mary's fane; 
It often gave me heartfelt pain 
To think how oft I've henrd in vain 

Good Dr. Whanon preach. 

Meekly ns one who plainly saw 
Himself condemn'd benenth the law, 
He sou ht by love, not fear, to draw 

h i s  hearers to the Lord. 

St  Mary's lifts no tomerinfi spire, 
For passing travellers to n mlre, 
Fit emblem of the Holy Sire 

Who fill'd her desk so long. 

This paeLst belongad to Captain Myen, a well known skipper. 
VOL 11.---3 II: 40' 
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I hear my fellow tr;tvellers my 
There is a locomotive's way. 
Where school boys used to fight and 

play, 
In Dr. Staughton's time 

And woodman's axe. with sturdy 
----- 

Has long s h e  fell'd the loft oak, r Where mv Door neck I near v broke. 
~ o ' & n  a squirrel's n&r 

St Mary's has a pastor new, 
Young, and New Jersey's bishop too, 

He n d a  mast stand m public view 
May God save him from pride 

May he a shepherd's duty know, 
To lead his flock where fountaina 

flow, 
And where perennial pastures groe, 

Beneath the sacred Cmm 
This steamer goes as If rt flew. 
The city fades before my view- 
We turn. I bid r long adieu 

To thee, sweet Burligma 

William Castell, in his Book of Discovery, published in 1644, 
says of h e  Delaware n'uer andpeople, to wit : " There is another 
river not fully discovered, but bigger than the former, (the North 
river,) mlled h e  South river. I t  lieth west by south, towards Vir- 
ginia The  entrance into it IS very wide, having Cape Nay to the 
east, and Cape Henlopen to the w e s ~  T h e  chief inhabi~ants lying 
on the east side of the river. T o  the enst nre the Sicoites and the 
Nmantieones; on the west are the iCZkpns, the Senenpaans, nnd 
many more.:' 

Joshua Fisher, of Lervistown, Delaware, made the first known 
Bay-chart of the Delaware. T h e  one from which all of our subse- 
quent ones have been copied. I t  bears the imprint of London, 1756. 

The  Pen Patch island, now a sub'ect of dispute, is given therein 
nr about its present distance from d e w  Jersey, showing no nppear- 
ance of having ever been unnexed to that shore. How early it may 
have been drawn, is not now known; but it must be inferred t 
have bzen several years earlier than 1756, bemuse the position of 
Cope Henlopen ia therein nscribed to the joint observntion of Joshua 
Fisher, and T/wmas Gogrey. T h e  latter we know died in 1749, 
and had brought out his quadrant, and lent it to Mr. Fislier for 
trial in his surveys of the Delaware, as early as 1730. 

A large chart of the Delaware b q  was published in London in 
1779, cnlled Debarre's chart, from the surveys of Lieut. Knight. 

I t  is worthy of remark, as testing the accuracy of Gorgrey, that 
his position of Cape Henlopen, differs only ten miles from that 
now scrupulously wcertained by the United Slates' recent sur- 
veys. T h e  shoals and oyster beds, os laid down in Fisher's chart, 
though genenlly in the same locdities os now ascertained by the 
United States' survey, are very different in their lengthsand breadths 
-and especially those nearest the main land on both sides of the 
bay ; the present surveys, showing much more of extended shoals 
near the main land, than have been given in Fisher's chart I n  
Borne instances, shoals then marked nre now gdne; and in other 
eases, new ones are formed. 



R I V E R  SCHUYLKILL. - 
l 'me name, .given it by the Dutch, is soid to express " Hidden 

river," it not bemg visible nt its mouth as you m n d  the Delnwnre. 
From the lndinns it bore the name of Mmnjung, Manaiunk, and 
in Hoknes' map it is cnlled Nittnbaconck. I t  is told ne a tmdidon 
thnt tlie lndinns called the river the mother, and that what is &led 
LL~jn iden  creek," a brnnch of the Schuylkill nbove Rending, wm 
called Onteelaunee, menning the little daughter of a g e n t  mother. 
T h e  letter of Governor Stuyvesont, of 1644, to Colonel Xicolls, 
says they discovered he VnrscheRivierte--the little fresbwnter river, 
in 1625. 

I have heard it conjectured that the flat ground of Pegg's mnrsh, 
and the low ground of Cohocsink swamp, are the beds of the Schuyl- 
kill, which may hnve piwed there before Fnimlount barrier gave 
wny-one  chnnnel having come from Fnirmount to Pegg's swamp, 
and the other from the Fnlls of Schuylkill by Cohoceink. T h e  
pnrticulnrs of this theory may be rend in my MS. Annnls, p 352, 
353, in the Historicnl Society of Pennsylvania. 

I n  h e  year 1501, William Penn writes to James Logan, anying, 
" Prny see the utmost of poor Mnrshe's project of nwignting flnta 
up Schoolkill nnd Susquehanna above the falls ; he  assuring me he 
could make the experiment for 40s. be it 50s. or 23. it were a 
mighty ndvantnge." 

I n  1722, the common council this year nppointed a committee 
to examine a route to Schuylkill through the wooda,nnd to fix upon 
the site of a ferry a t  the end of High street, whereupon it wos re 
solved to address the assembly for an nct for the same. 

T h e  same yeor the corporntion of Philadelphia made a causeway 
on both sides of the ferry, and nppointed bonts, k c .  T h e  ferrymeo 
were to dwelI on the western side, nnd to ferry pelsons over at one 
penny, horses id., cows and oxen lid., cart or wagon 6d to is., 
sheep +I., &c. T h e  upper nnd lower ferries were then called 
Ronch's nnd Blunston's, on private account. This  one became of 
course '' the middle ferry." 

I n  the year 1562, we see by a minute of the council thnt they 
then lensed "the middle ferry," for thtee years, nt 3200. per nnnum 

I am not nble to say when the Boating bridges were first intro- 
duced ; but we know the British army made one across the Schuyl- 
kill when they held the city, which I believe they destroyed when 
lenving it: os it is known thnt Joseph Ogden built and kept a new 
bridge at the middle ferry, soon after they were gone. 

Mr., K d m  stntes, thnt at the first building of Philadelphia, they 
erected sundry houses upon the Schuylkill side, which they after. 
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wards removed to the Delaware side, on finding settlements them 
did not tnke. 

The  river scenery and banh of Schuylkill were once picturesque 
and benutifd+uch ns I have elsewhere described the bb Baptists 
rion," at the end of Spruce street Benjamin Franklin, too, mid 
it wns his custom when young to go out there with his companir.ns, 
Osborne, Watson, Rnlph, Jtc., to tnke n charming walk on Suntlays 
in the woods then bordering on the river. There they used IU sit 
down and read nnd converse together; now how changed the scene 
to a busy, bustling coal mnrt? 

" R e c d q  forests p l d  the labourem room, 
And openlug wilds with fields and garlands bloom!" 

I t  is even now wi~t~in d ~ e  memory of aged men, when it wos a 
great fishing place. Old Shnrnk mured me he had caught an 
many ns 3000 catfish of a night with n dip-net, nenr the Falla 
Penn's letter, of 1683, spenks of Captain Smith, at Schuylkill, who 
drew L' 600 shades at a dmught." 

In  the year 1759, there appeared in the Gnzette a writer from 
Berks, who greatly urges the advantages to be produced by denring 
and opening the river channel. Some of them were then set upon 
by o subscription. 

- 

The  4th of Julv. 1824. be in^ Sundav. the low desired era ar- 
rived of opening ;he can& fro; ~ e a d i i i  to ~ h i l i d e l ~ h i a  Many 
witnessed the operations near Reading with geat gratification. Thii 
is  "the consummation devoutly to be wished!" 

A fact occurred in November 1832, which goes to confirm the 
theory before advanced, that the Sch~~ylkill once passed from the 
Falls by the way oJ the Chhwksink creek. In making a coffer 
dam, (the first one on the eastern side,) to form the foundation of the 
milwaybridge at Peters' island, they came at the depth of thirty 
feet of excavation :o the stump of a tree completely embedded iu 
the soil, thus evincing thnt the course of the river hns been changed 
from its originnl channel.-See Poulson's Gazette, of Nov. 2G, 1832. 

1 have in my posession, a copy of a curious old deed of the 2d 
of May, l681,fro1n Peter Peteraon Yocum, a Swede, to Niels Jonmn, 
for two hundred acres of land to begin at n creek on the west sideof 
Schuylkill above h o r n i n k ,  called the little Qua+nes fall, and 
thence, up dong the river side to the Greaf-hill, being part of the 
original tnct of 1100 acres p n t e d  by patent of Governor Lovelace 
at New York to Captain Flans Modens, i. e. Moens. [The Gre~ i  
hill, may be understood to be Conshohockin now--nnd the Quamea, 
(Quarries,) the Little fulls.] 

The  place called Swedesford, had a wcrk of defence cast upon 
~ t s  margin by the Americans, in the time of the.Revolution. It  woe 
the crossing plnce then of the army. 

Near there wns the Swedes' church, since rebuilt by the Episcopa 
~ians; the grave ground is well filled with Swedes. who very much 
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settled along the Schuylkill. The Swedes used to go to the old 
church in considerable numbers, in antiquated and rude style of 
dreaa The men went on foot, or in woes ,  the women on horse- 
back, often riding double, and always with coarse outside petticoats, 
which could be seen hung dong the fenca in dozens, while the 
owners were in church-their descendant daughtem since scarcely 
know it. 

COUNTRY SEATS. 

IT is intended herein to revive the recollection of sundry country 
wats nigh the city, once known to dl, nnd now no longer mesting 
attention, to wit : 

Bedminster was a neat country lace, having a fine collection of 
r! fruit trees, at the N. E. corner of rewer's alley and Fourth street. 

The  snme house, now an inn there, with a new gable-end, having 
cut off about fourteen feet once upon Fourth street. That place, 
when far out of town," was the summer residence of the celebrated 
Gilbert Tennant. It  was at auother time the summer seat of the 
Bnynton family. In the year 1756, it was adve~tised ns " a very 
rural, agreeable place." Its proper front wns upon the present 
Wood street, formerly called Brewer's alley, because of a brew- 
house once on that street, below Third street. 

Shmuel Birge had a country seat-the house still standing, with 
two corresponding out-houses, fronting westward, nnd themselves now 
a little west of New Fourth street, near Poplor lune. When occu- 
oied as a seat. it was surrounded with fields and woods-now it ia 
:hut in by corknon houses. 

The Robin Hood Inn. in Poplsr lane. new New Fourth street. 
was the summer residence of Abbm Mitchell, and when occupied 
by a British officer in command of the British barmcks, it was finely 
cultivated, and the woods in abundance near at hand. 

Aloig the 1~ttIrern bank of Peggys run, west of Sixth street, 
were seveml neat country houses, some of them still stunding, but 
all their former scenery utterly oblitemted by streets and houses 
placed near them. The present " Drover's Inn," on Sixth street,is 
one of them. Near the comer of Tenth and Vine streets is now the 
remains of what was once a distinguished sent and fm. The 
house even now, is surrounded by many old fruit and other trees- 
at same time--opposite to it is n long row of new and fashionable 
oily houses-a pnrt of Paln~yra row. 

W7uarton Mansion, in Southwarlc, fronting the river, back from 



the present Navy-yard, mes n country house of grnndeul in its day 
I t  \vas of Inrge dimensions, with its lawns and trees-nnd, ns a supa 
rior house, wns chosen by the British officen of Howe's army, for 
the celebntion of the Meschianzn. Now the house and all about itn 
grounds looks only like a deserted, decaying place. 

ZYevesXin ~vns the seat of Governor Gordon, down the Pwyunk 
mad, about a mile and a l d f  below South street. I t  became the 
place of Ismel Pemberton, and descended by his daughter, Mrs 
Plensnnts, to her family. T h e  house is still standing. 

Jdge KGsey's countyseai, out South street, near to the Schuyl- 
kill, was a very superior place. T h e  respectable looking house, sur- 
rounded by big cedars, was standing till lately, on the premises of 
the Naval nsylrim. I t  wns, when b~litt, tbe only good house be 
tween the city and Gray's ferry. I t  atienvards became the property 
of James Pemberton. On the other sideof the road is now a similar 
country seat, built for Israel Pemberton, now the property of &Ira. 
Marshall, the daughter of Joseph Cruikshank, conlilining thirty-two 
acres, nnd used as a milk farm by Nr. Webster. Brick kihu are 
now all about near the place. 

TXlfon, the place once of Joseph Turner, down in the neck, \vna 
the nonpareil of its day. I t  wns the fnshionnble resort for genteel 
strnngen. Every possible attention was paid to embellishment, and 
the gnrdcn cultivation was superior. T h e  grounds had omnmentnl 
clumps and nnges of trees. Many statues of fine marble s old from 
a Spanish prize] were distributed through the grounds an J avenues. 
Some of them are now on the place, mutilated and neglected, and 
others of them are at" Chew's house," Germantown. T h e  mansion 
house and outhouses, still standing, show in some degree their former 
grnildeur. T h e  ceilings are high and covered with stucco work, and 
the halls are Inrge. In the time of the war, wlten occupied by the 
British, it got much nbused-even to chopping wood on the floora 
T h e  statues, too, made good marks for their sharpshooters, and 
Pan, now there in the cabbage garden, which long stood for the 
idenl presence of Diabolus himself, hna many tokeps of his fire- 

roof. The  property, now belonging to the heirs of Henry Hill, 
gas long been wed tu a ~ n t e d  p i n g  farm, and shows much of 
desolation and neglect, created in some degree by a long and dubious 
point of legnl ownership. 

S p h g e t t s b m j ,  cnlled after the name of William Penn's first 
wife, was once cultivated in the style of II gentleman's seat, and 
occupied by the Penn family. I t  mns built, I believe, for Thomas 
Penn, about the year 1736 to '39, on a fine commanding situation, 
a little south-west of Rush-hill. 

Celebrnted na it was, for its display and beauty, now almost no- 
thing remains. T h e  Preston retrent is now on the premises, near 
the fonner house and gardens. Its former groves of tall cedars, and 
mngea of cntnlpn trees are no more. For many years the Penn 
fan~dy continued .o hnva the place kept up in nppeamnce, even &er 
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they c d  to make it a residence. J m e e  Alesnnder, culled Pem'o 
gardener, occupied the premises; and old Virgil Warder, nnd h b  
wife, servant-blncks, lived there to old age, occupyiug the kitchen 
as their home, on an nnnuity (as it wns a i d )  from the Penn fnmily- 
paid to them till their denths, nbout the yenr 17623. For many 
years, the young people of the city-before the wnr of Independence, 
visited Springettsbeny in Mny time, to p ther  flowers, and to u l k  
with and see old my-hended Virgil, who had always inuch to eay 
nbout the Penns of fomier dnye. I t  was all enchanted ground to the 
Voung- 

'' Where once the garden smiled. 
And still, where many a garden flower grew mild !" 

In the yenr 1777, old Virgil had quite a hnrvest, derived from the 
blooming there-+ great wonder then-o f  the gent  American doe, 
which had long been nursed in the green-house. It was visited by 
many--and nll hnd their gifts rendy for the old black man. . 

T h e  garden hnd evergreens, made into arbours, and nicely trimmed 
and clipped in f o n d  army. There was nlso a seeming wilderness 
of shade, with gnvel paths menndering through, k c .  T h e  plnce 
wm in the occupancy of Robert Morris, as a countly retreat, and 
was so used in 1784, when the mansion took fire, and was con- 
sumed. 

Bwh-hill, the country seat of Andrew Hamilton, Esq., new to 
the former place, on nn elevation, commnnding a fine view of the 
then distant city, a m  once kept up  in fine style ns ti distin  isb bed a country seat-built in 1740, for Andrew Hnmilton. I n  t e rear 
were nvenues of stntely cednm-wme few still remaining; and in 
the front was a chnrmingly graceful descending green lawn, gradually 
sloping down to Vine stre& T h e  originnl farm consisted of many 
acres, and has since descended to the fnmily us vnlunble building 
Iota I n  the year 1793, the mnnsion-house and out-houses were 
used tempomrily as a yellow fever hospital-und nftenvnrds it fell 
into the hands of Mr. MyCauley, nnd was used as his carpet manu- 
factory. 

In  excnvnting there a new cellar for Mr. MyCauley's use, in 1832, 
they came to two lines of grnves parallel to each other, with about 
fifleen gmves in each line. They were deemed to hnve been 
nboriginnl. No remains mere found of either bones or ornnmen~a, 
but a kind of residuum of decomposed substances, which was pro- 
nounced, by geological examiners, to hnve been nnimnl deposit-" it 
looked like gray earth in ash@." T h e  gmves were all five feet 
long, by two feet wide, and put at one and n hnlf feet below the sur- 
face, and thence two nnd a half feet to the bottom. T h e  rows stood 
north and south. 

Bushhill and Springettsberry ware parts of the manor of S p r i n ~ t t s -  
oery. Jnrnes Logon early eaw the prospective value of t h ~ s  part of 
the manor, sc nenr the city, and was very unwilling to part with a n j  



portion of it, but the di5cullies of the Penn frunily made it neccm 
aary to yield it to others. Jonathnn Dickinson bought a part; and a 
part ans given to Andrew Hamilton for needful professional ser- 
~ i ce sns  alegnl counsellor, kc . ,  to the Penn fnmily. 

A few cuunty srdp were located along the Ridge rond, having the 
nar of their grounds extending back to the beautiful banks of the 
Schuylkill. Among such were Mifiin7s place, Francis' place, Peale 
hall, and others. Those nnmed were dl set fire to nt the same time, 
by the British--snying, as their excuse, that they could or did serve for 
look-out shelters for their enemies. Two  country seats on Germon- 
town rond were also burnt--my Nonis7 plnce ni Fnirhill, and 
Charles Thomson's at Sommerville. 

Benlon, near Germuntozmt, the residence of the Lognn family, 
was originally taken up by Jalnes L o p ,  Eecretnry, kc., of William 
Penn. T h e  family mansion was built in 1727, in a very superior 
manner. At one time the fields there were cultivated in tobncco. 
I t  wus used for n short time by General Howe, and at  one time was 
preserved from intended conflaption by the Britisl~, by the adroit 
management of the house-keeper then there, in c h a ~ e  of it. 

Familiar ns I have been with the history and manuscript remine 
of the honoured proprietor, the fist James Logan, I approach the 
eecluded shades of Stenton, in which he sought retirement from the 
cares and concerns of public life, with such emotions as might inspire 
poetry, or sootl~e and enlarge the imngination. 

In  truth, I feel, with Sir Richrud Steele, that on such an occasion, 
I can drnw a secret, unenvied pleasure from n thousand incidents 

overlooked by other men." A picture of the house, as now seen, ir 
given in this work. 

At the present time there are stnnding some three or four old brick 
country rezidences distinguished in their day. One of double front, 
from the road, in the lot on the northern side of the Arsenal ; another 
stands opposite to the Arsenal, back from the road, having a circulnr 
window in the gnble-end to the street, and a piazza around the whole 
quare  of the building. Another sands at  the ang!e of the feny- 
road, below the Arsenal, and shows it3 circular window to the rond. 
11 wns built and resided in by Weiss, who inherited it from the 
Swedish fnrnily of Cocke. This  Weiss wns the Jrst man to bring 
Lehigh coal to Pl~ilndelphia for experimen~ He, bringing what he 
had, in his saddle-bngs, and was laughed out of his hopes therein, 
on its being tried for ignition in his cousin Dupuy'e silver-smith 
furnace I H e  died nt Weissport, named Col. Jncob Weiss. 

Smnge  to tell, a former country-sent is even now in'the centre of 
Philadel hia! I t  is No. 2 South Thirteenth street. 'J'he aame 
home w \ ere the five wheelbarrow men murdered a man, and 
were hung for it, on the Centre square. 



kfISCELLANEOUS FACTS. 

d6 Made of odd ends and patehay' 

THE following fncts hove no proper connesion, nod hose here 
h e n  brought together, bemuse they bad no proper nfiinity with any 
other subjects treated of sevemlly under appropriate Lends. They 
nre shreds nnd ptches nnd odd ends, here wove, into a Mosaic 
pnttern-to wit : 

1683, Jon. 28.-The spenker of the assembly ordered, thnt each 
member absenting himself without good cause, should pay n fine of 
12d. sterling each time. 

1685, March 16.-Nicholns Moore, (fonner spenker,) for contempt 
of the authority of the house, was expelled. 

1669, Rlarcl, 13. J o h n  White, a member in prison in New Castle, 
woe ordered to be set free nnd to coke his seat, but he was ngnh 
seized by the sheriff, John Clnypole, nnd borne off! 

1695.-The Judges were allowed 10s. a day for their services. 
John Claypole done was declared a man of ill-fame, nnd the 
governor was requested to remove him. 

1701.-Juries were to be paid 6 d  o dny, and witnesses 2s. each. 
Members of assembly in after yenrs received 4s. 6d. n dny. 

1702.-Solomon Cresson, going his round at night, entered a 
tnvern to suppress n riotous assembly, nnd found there John Evnne, 
Esq., the governor, who fell to beating Cresson. 

1704,August 16.-The violenceof the wind and min prevented the 
members of assembly, out of town, from ottendnnce. Such mem- 
bers usually brought their dinners with them. -. October 15.-The wembly wos required to meet on Sun- 
Jay. They orgunized, and ndjourned to Monday. 

1706.-The wolves hnd incrensed so greatly near to Philadelphia, 
ae to endnnger the sheep. 

1721.--Sundry persons in Philadelphia ngree to receive, in pnp 
ment of oods, kc., the dollars called Lion dollars at the mte of Ss., 7, the Eng rsh crown nt 7s. 6d., the English shilling nt Is. 6d., &c., 
proclnmation money. 

Four hrick tenements on the west side of Front street, and with 
lots exteuding through to Second street, fronting on which are two 
lenemenq dl rent for $70. er nnnum, and pay $12. ground rent, 
bounded on the north by 8 lement Plumstend. who lived nt the 
north-wet comer of Union and Front streets. 
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l7!22.-The mined water in the Great Pnlley, 30 mila from 
Philadelphia, is discovered this yenr; and gent praise is bestowed 
on the Bristol spring. 

A public paper of the merchnnta at Jamaica, of July, 1722, states 
" ha1 the reputation of o place, (Philadelphia,) once famed for the 
best flour in America, has become so corrupted, that I~ousekeepers 
are scarcely persuaded to look on Pennsylvania flour." In conse- 
quence of this and other representations, an act for better inspection 
was passed. 

The names of the p d  jurors empanelled, gives one a good idea 
of the h t  inhabitants; and their original signatures to rewrnmenda- 
tions to tavern licenses, might now help nlany a descendant to a 
means of knowing the writing of their fiwt progenitors in Philadel- 
phia. These me still on Gle In the Mayor's couh 

In 1722 and '23, interest was reduced in Pennsylvania from 8 to 
6 per cent 

When blackbirds and crows were numerous and destructive, they - 
gave premiums for their heads-by the act of 1704, they gave 33d 
per dozen for blackbirds and 3d. for crows. 

By an act of 1719, they compelled all paupers in Philadelphia to 
weor a letter P upon their right shoulder, to prevent them from 
street begging, kc. 

The act for establishing o ferry to Daniel Cooper's land, was 
passed in 1717. 

1726.-There are advertised two gray stallions suitable for a coach. 
1727.-Lord De In Wnrr, nfter whom Delaware is so named, so 

spells his name in signing with the other lords, the declaration of 
King George's death. 

A lion, the king of beasts, is exhibited in Water street at Is. a 
sight. 

The king's birth-day was celebrnted this yew, (1727,) at tile house 
of Wln. Chanceller, sailmaker, in whose gardens twenty-one piecea 
of cannon were placed and fired. Some incidental circumstnnces 
have shown thnt he was the friend of Sir Wm. Keith, the governor, 
and had from him the first grnnt of keeping gunpowder stored for 
snfety. 

The first loan office was opened in 1728. 
172% A. Kernpster and J. Coals were compelled to kneel at the 

bar of the house of and to ask pardon for offence. 
1730, Nov. 5.-Monday night, one Bradley going home alone, io 

liquor, fell into o ditch at the upper end of Market street, where he 
was found dead the next morning, having been drowned in six 
inches of water. 

It  is worthy of remark, thnt in this early day so few co-partner- 
ships should occur in business. In a list of 120 chief housee in 
trade, only two instances occur of signatures by firms. 

1730.-The house of oeeembly ordered that a flog should bs 
hoisted on proper days upon Society hill-such as Sundags an+ 
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holidays, &c.,-and that Edward C a e r  be paid $10. for mch  
a~oisting, k c .  

1736.-An ox is announced as to be roasted whole, for public 
entertninment, in the Northern Liberties-nt J. Stennard's. 

Mr. Derring, dancin -master, advertises for scholars. John Salo- 
men, Latin and Frenc % tencher, advertises in Latin for pupila 

1736.-A servant man going into the river, '' under Society hill," 
to wash, slipped beyond his depth and was drowned. 

At the same place a man, attended by his wife, came to drown 
himself to get rid of her: but after casting himself in, at which sight 
she wns a d m  spectator, some officious persons near there rescued 
him, and compelled him and his wife to go home together1 

1738.-Peter Poole, of Manntnwna, hearing a noise in the brook 
near his house, supposed it was a deer in the water, and shooting at 
it, killed his own mother, Anna S. Poole! This family probably 
gave name to Poole's ship-yard and bridge. 

1738.-The mayor acquainted the city council thnt severalof the 
barbers of the city had applied to him to tnke proper measures to 
prevent persons esercising that trade on the first day of the week, 
cnlled Sunday, aud the mayor desired the opinion of the board 
what measures to adopt,-whereupon the board orders that they be 
notified to abstain from so working on thnt day, according to the 
law of the province beforee~isting~and preventingworkingon thatday. 

1739.-One of the houses at the eouth-west comer of Front and 
Wdnut  streets, (held by Edward Bridges as a dry-goods store) is said 
to be L ' c ~ m m ~ n l y  cnlled the Scales." 

A camel is this year exhibited, the first ever shown here. 
1746-LL Firms" in tmde now first begin to nppear-say Hamil 

ton, Wallace and Co."-"Steadman, Robertson and Co." 
A storekeeper in Wilmington4ay Joseph Peters-advertises hie 

list of store goods in the Philadelphia paper. H e  does this often in 
several years, even till his death, and then his successor does the 
enme. 

In 1746, Thomas Kinnett advertises to t a c h  the noble art of de 
fence with the small sword, and also dancing. 

In  consequence of that advertisement, on article soon after a p  
peared, signed Samuel Foulke, in which he says, "I was indeed 
surprised at his ~tudncity and bmzen im udence in giving those d a  
*eatable vices those high encomiums. b hey ma be proved so far 
from LLaccomplishments," that they are diobolicaf This ia a he- 
dom of assault by friend Foulke, not now practised with other men'a 
advertisements! T h e  other does not appear to have made any de- 
fence, although so accomplished to defend himself! 

1748.-The coin of the day is called pieces-of-eight-pielolea ano 
cob-dollam 

1749,-A roclamation of Charles Willing, Esq., the mayor, 
commands all !I arbers and peruke-makers from working a t  their trador - - 
on the sabbath-day. 



This year wood wns determined, by nn ordinance, that it should 
mensure four feet in length, or be forfeited to the poor, nnd nny 
person refusing to submit it to mensurement, should forfeit 5s. per 
cord. 

1751.-The pilot boats used to be all docked in a dock where are 
now Girard's stores, above High street. They were of small dimeo- 
sions then. I perceive they were pinked stern, but 27 feet keel, nnd 
11 feet beam. 

1754.-By far the greatest collection of books that I have seen 
advertised by catdogue, even by Franklin and other printers, were 
published by Tench Fmncis, Jr., in connexion with his w r t m e n t  
of European and Enst India goods. There were then no exclusive 
book-stores. 

William Taylor, who came from England in 1726, and eettled a( 
Dnrby, mas the first man who ever m d e  a pnir of smith's bellows in 
our country. 

There were great perplexities in our markets at the time of changing 
the computation of money from pounds, shillings, nnd pence, b 
dollars and cents, and considerable in keeping accounts, &c. It 
was a long time before people could get out of their old habits. 

Philndelphin hns long enjoyed the reputdon of a peculiar coke 
&led h e  apee. Thousands who partake of them hwe no wn- 
ception of the origin of their name. Ann Page, lately living under 
another name and business, first made them, many years ngo, under 
the common name of cakes. The nged may remember her small 
frnme house in Second street, two doors north of Carter's alley. On 
her cakes she impressed the letters A. P., the letters of her name, and 
from this cause, ever since the initids hnve been disused on them, 
the cakes have continued to be called apes. 

Our Philadelphia butchers are said to cut up and display their beef 
in a manner superior to the sister cities. At New York, they leave 
the lean on the chuck, which our butchers leave on the hide; and 
we cut the plate and the brislcet more sightly than they do nt New 
York or Baltimore. 

In the yew 1779, the Spanish ambassador, then living in Chew% 
large house in South Third street above die M~msion house, P v e  a 
wndgn la .  The gardens there were superbly decomted w~th vo- 
%gated Inmps, and th? edifice icself mas like a blaze of light. 

I saw an ancient deed in the possession of Samuel Richnrde, 
which was written on very fine linen cambric, and faced on botb 
sides with paper. It  made it firm nnd to the eye like vellum. 

The mile-stones from Philadelphia to Trenton were set up by 
the directors of the Company for the Insurance of houses-done in 
1763, out cf the funds raised by their fines. They cost 333. The 
particulnrs, ns reported by the committee, may be seen nt length on 
page 198of my MS. Annals in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

I hnve been well nssured that the stones set up along the Gulf 
road are rnnrked with Penn's arms, hnving time bolls, Some Fitill 
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remain and were seen lately. Along the Chester rod,  too, mere 
once mile-stone. hnving sonle insignia of the queen's nnns. 

The War nnd Nnvy office of the Uniled States, nnd general Poet 
Office, when in Philndelphin, before 1600, were nt the north-ewt 
comer ;i Fifth nnd Chestnut streeb, nnd the Secre!iuy of State's 
office was adjoining on Fifth street-41 belonged to Simmona 

Grent qunntities of wood used to be brought to the city on sleds in 
the winter, and often mld very high; sometimes 15 to 16 dollars a 
cord. Since the pnctice of laying up wood in yards has prevniled, 
the wiuter price. ore much moderated. 

A city directory, and the numbering of dl h e  housea, is a grent 
convenience, which did not exist till about the yenr 1785. 

A letter of James Logan, of the yenr 1718, states thnt Colonel 
Spobwood, the Governor of Virginia, hnd hnppily discovered passerr 
in the Allegheny mountains, by which to conduct military enter 
prises, Cc. 

In 1701, the tobacco field is spoken of, on the h d  of John 
Stacey, by the long bridge over the Cohocksinc creek. 

In 1719, Jonnthnn Dickinson, in his letter, speaks of "seveml 
around Philndelphin who plnnted and mised tobncco with success." 

Much of Peon's rents wns pnid to J. Logon in tobncco. It was 
cultivated nt an enrly period on Logan's form; also at Haniton, 
where Charles Thommn dtenvards lived nnd died. 

In 1685, Willinm Penn, in his letter to hii stewnrd, snys, " Hay 
dust menning grass seed, I presume) from Long Island, such a13 I 
eowe d in my court yard, is best for our fields. I will send divers 
seeds for gnrdens nnd fields, Cc." In nnother letter he snys, " I am 
glnd the Indian field bore so well. Lny as much down ns you can 
with l~ny dust" 

Professor Knlm, who wns here in 1748, ~ a y s  an old Swede, vhosa 
father cnme out with Governor Printz, mid his father used to say 
the gmas grew every where two feet high in the woods; but in 
Knlm7s time it wns much diminished. He ir.,putcs the decrense to 
the prnctice of the nnnunl burning of the Ixives. 

From the letters of Jonnthnn Dickinson it nppenrs he had much 
desire to import gmss seeds ; two or three times they nnived injured 
by the hent of the hold. In  1721, he proposes to hnng it over the 
vesse17s qunrter, sewed up in tn ulins; but before the experiment 
could be mnde, he atinounces '&" imself hnppy to find a very simple 
means used by another. The  seed was sealed in jars and kept 
l ir tight. 

The  same Jonathan Dickinson, I found in 1719, spenks of having 
41. 
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bougt.t up 600 pounds of red clover seed in Rhode Islmd, for hin 
cultivation here-mying the white clover nlready tinges the roads aa 
a natural productim. Kalm aftenvards, in 1'745, spoke of the white 
clover ns abundant here: and red and white ns bod) abundnntabout 
Albany, and some about New York. 

T h e  cr~ltivation of red clover, which proved eventually a great 
restorer of our impoverished lands, did not get into successf111 intro- 
duction and use, until it wns firs successfully used and publicly 
rewmmende. by 3Ir. James Vaux, of Fatlandford, io Xontgonery 
county, about the year 17EG. John Bartram, however, the botanist, 
ond fields of red clover in cultivation before the war of Inde- 
pendence. 

Plaster of Paris. 

When our forefathers begnn to work this virgin soil, they found it 
very productive. For the first 60 or 'TO years the soil sustained 
itself ngainst the exhausting manner of husbandry-producing an 
ave-e of 25 to 30  or 38 bushels of wheat to the acre, as I have 
learned. But after the year 1'750, and down to the time of the peace, 
frequently the former good lnnds could produce but i n  avernge crop 
of six or seven bushels to the acre. At this crisis the public became 
greatly indebted to the intelligence nnd public fipiritedness OF the 
late venerable Judge Peters. T o  his perseverance and recommend- 
ation we are indebted, in good mensure, for the introduction and 
use of that incalculable renovater of our soil, the gypsum or plaster 
of Pnris. I t  is now admitted that our farms now produce genedly  
four-fold of what they used to do! 

Vegetable Productions introduced. 

Gardening, us an exclusive brnnch of business, is quite a modern 
concern. If  any existed before the year 1793, they were without 
notice or emolun~ent. But since, by introducing many new table 
luxuries, they have acquired reputation and profit, rind this indnce- 
ment has allured tievernl to the enme employment. We  shnll 
here notice a few of the more remarkable vegetables introduced 
among us. 

AB late as my mother's childhood, potatoes were then in much 
less esteem and use than now. T h e  earliest potatoes, like the ori- 
ginals now discovered from South Americn, were very small, com- 
pared with the present improved stock. They were small, bright 
yellow onea, called kidney potntoes; and probably about serenty-five 
years ng?, they then first introduced a larger kind, more like the 
present In use, which were called in New England, the Bilboa. 
They  were, however, of slow use into fnmilies, nr.d the story rnn 
that they were pernicious to health ; and n lover of Bilbons wns mid 
to die in five years! I n  Pennsylvania the mme kind of potntow 
were called Spanieh potatoes. 



I n  accordonce with those facts, the late Colonel A. J. M o ~ ,  
when in his ninetieth yew, told me that the potatoes used in  his enrly 
life were very inferior to the present They  were cnlled Spanish 

otatoes, and were very sharp and pungent in the throat and smell. 
!heg sent occasionally a better sort from Liverpool. H e  o i d  Tench 
Frnncis first imported our improved stock, which by frequent culti. 
vation he much improved. 

I n  174S, Professor Knlm speaks of nightshade and privet 03 
growing wild in our fields; of the latter severnl hedges were made. 
T h e  squash he deemed an  indigenous plant, much used by the 111 
dians before the Europans  came. T h e  Indians, too: had al\\-nys a 
kind of cultivated pens. H e  much expressed his surprise to see 
our cultivated lnnds nhounding with purslnin, n regelilble which 
required a gardener's care in his country! H e  often saw, he ssd,  
asparagus growi?g wild in loose soils on uncultivnted smdy hills. 
T h e  misletoe (Viscum album) grew upon the sweet y l n ,  the ook, 
and lime tree, so much so thnt their whole summila were quite 
green in winter. I believe none witness these things in our region 
now. 

Charles Thomson, the secretnry of Congress, snid he well r e  
membered the circumstnnce of the first introduction of broom corn 
into our country. Dr. B. Fmnklin chnnced to see an imported 
corn whisk in the possession of a lady, and while examining it ne 
a novelty he espied n grain of it still attached to the stalk. Th i s  
he took and planted, and so we  a t  length have got it in abundance 
among us. 

T h e  yellow willow nmong 11s wns introduced from a similar 
accident, as told me by T. Mntlnck, Mrs. D. Logan, nnd Samuel 
Contes. All in our slilte come onginnlly from some wicker-work 
found sprouting in a bnsket-state in Dock creek. I t  was seen by 
Dr. Fmnklin, who took it out and gave the cuttings to Charles 
Noms of that day, who reared them nt the grounds now the site of 
the Bank of the United States, where they grew to great stature. 

T h e  first seeping willows were introduced into the city by Go- 
vernor John Penn, for his gnrden, in South Third street, next adjoin- 
ing to Willing's place. 

T h e  Seckel near was coltivnted firs1 bv Lawrence Seckel. and the 
original tree st'ands on the place in I& Neck, once his, A d  after- 
wards Stephen Gimrd's, (and now the Corporation's) say five 
miles from Philarlelphin, and about one niile above the confl~ience 
of the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers. It stnnds on nn alluvinl 
soil-is now half decayed-the other side sound, and bore well, in 
1834. T h e  tree had been upon the place, from thc lime of the 
father before him. For  innny years thnt the fruit had been used by 
the tennnt, ifs excellence was unknown even to Lnwrence Seckel 
himself, and at  lust he  knew it by the chance of eating severnl of 
them at the time of their maturity. After thnt, he brought them to 
the city, and gave them out to a few of his friends. He told the 



fnther of C. J. Wistnr, (my informnnt,) when he gnve him aome of 
the pnrs, that he knew not Iww the tree came there. I t  might ba 
n question, whether it might not hnve been a Dutch or Swedish 
plantntion of early days. 

The  mnnner of Mr. Ilnnstend, the upholsterer from Wnles, intro- 
ducing ns a flower, the plant since known in nbundnnce as the Rnn- 
stend weed, I hare told elsewhere; nlso, in like manner, that of the 
dny-wnlier, nnd the dnisy, once deemed flowers, nnd now multiplied 
ao ns to be reprded as nnnoying weeds. 

City Charter. 

16S4, the 26th of .5th mo., Thomas Lloyd, Thomns Holmes, and 
William Haignes were nppointed to dmw up a charter for Phila- 
delphia to be mnde n borough, consisting of n mayor nnd six nlder- 
men, nnd to call to their nssistance any of the council. T h e  chnrter 
as n city wns obtained in 1691. For I find by nn act of council, 
of 3d of 6th mo., 1691, that Humphrey Murmy is recognized "as 
present Mayor of ?'!e city of Philndelphin." I t  nppenn, however, 
that in Inter periods the city mns genemlly spoken'of ns obtaining 
its first charter as a city, under date of the '25th of October, 1701, 
thnt being the time of Penn7s second amvnl, wheu he p o l e d  "the 
charter of the city of Pl~ilndelpl~ia." 

T h e  Northern Liberties' pnrt wns incorpomted in 1603, and the 
Southwark district in 1794. 

Seveml nttempts, nfter the Revol~ution, were mnde to procure nn 
nct of incorporntion for the city, before it wns obtained. I t  wns 
much opposed by some. Fourteen hundred citizens, in September. 
1769, signed and presented a memorinl ngainst it. Tile subject WLU 
ngain revived in 1756, but no act wns pmed until the month of 
Narch, 1569. T h e  whole objections contained in h e  memorinl 
niay be read in Hnznrd's IL Pennsylvanin Register," vol. ii., p. 327. 
They complain thnt if the act contemplated sliould,pm, they should 
be " subjected to an nristocmtic thnt the act of incorpo- 
ntion is in itself unnecessary,"-" thnt many enstern well regulated 
towns prosper well without incorpomtion,"-'l on the contmry, Eng- 
lis11 exanlple affords instructive facts of the mischievous eflects of 
inc~rpomting."~ '~ They object to the lnrge powers of oyer and ter- 
miner."-" They deem the incorporntion unnecessnry, because the 
legislature, in which seveml gentlemen of the city nre n part, will 
nlwnys be possessed of sufficient informntion respecting the pro- 
visions necessary to be made for the convenience and order of h e  
pity," &c. 

In the enrliest newspnpen, the entmnce and clenmnce of vessele 
ore as regularly printed for Ncw York and Amboy, as they ore at 

Since mid to lmve been p h t c d  them by Col. Jacob Wek, of Weissport. Pa 



Philadelphia. Dtm-n to about the yenr 1730, they are about two 
or three a week inward, nnd two or three outward-but from nnd 
afler the year 1736, they are incrensed to about twelve each way, 
in n meek-being certainly n quick inczease. 

f i n e d  Pomp resfraincd. 

I n  1727, Robert Ashton, Escl., recorder and prothonotary, died, 
q e d  fifty-eight, and xvm buried in pomp, by torch lightii a t  night, in  
Christ church ground-in the nide of the church. 

About thnt time, f m e d  cards of invitntion were sent out among 
fnshionable people, as hna been lately revived. They  were printed 
in London, having deep mourning borders, and funeml devices. 
Such a one is preserved in Peale's Museum, filled u p  in Maryland, 
in 1723. This ceremony was of mre occurrence. 

W e  hnve some intimation of the "pomp nnd circumstance" of 
an old-fnshioned t u n e d ,  in the death of Ayuila Rose, at I'hilndel- 
phial in 1723. H e  wm young-a printer-poet-nnd clerk of the 
assembly, nnd wns honoured more for his merit than his wenlth 
Hia eulogium, in elegiac verse, ~vas  done by S. Keimer, "citj 
printer," and cpondnrn friend of Franklin-to wit: 

'*His corpse attended wns by Friends so soon. 
Fmm seven at morn, till one o'clock at noon. 
By master-printers carried toward his grave. 
Our c ~ t  pnnter such an honour gave. 
A wo 2 y merchant did the widow lend, 
And they both mounted on n stately steed. 
Next preachers, common council, ildermeo, 
A iudm and sheriR m e e d  ihe solemn train. 
N& f d l d  our 1reasu;er in respect to come, - 
Nor stayed the kee er of the mlls nt home. 
With merchnnts, s \ opkeepera, the young and old, 
A numerous throng, not very easy told. 
And what still ndds a lustre to it. 
Some rode well mounted, others walkld a-foot. 

Thus  a died and was buried" in distant olden time,- 

66 A lovely oet, whose sweet f-nt name, IP Wi last ti circling years shall cease to move." 

I t  ia not a little curious, thnt the original printed paper t im wh~cb 
the nbove is tnken is still in existence, embellished with the usual 
symbols of death-the head, bones, hour-glm, &c. 

I n  1765, it wns resolved by the best families in New York, Bos- 
ton, and some attempts ware made nt Philndelphia, to diminish the 
expenses of funeml-nnd a t  Philnddphin, on the occasion of the 
death of Alderman N. Plumstend, it is soid, "he  wm buried at St 
Peter's church, in the plainest manner according to the new mode-- 
having no pall over his coffin, nor any of his relatives (by his request) 

YOL. 11.-3 ill 



a p p d n g  in mo~irning.~~ B. Price, Esq., also, according to his 
will, was buned in an oak coffin, and iron hmdles. 

The Bloody Election 

WM an  incident of the year 1742, nnd of frequent mention in 
the early nnnals as an affair of much scnndal. Secretnry Peters, in 
his letter to pmprietnries, thus describes it,mying,-Young Joseph 
Turner gathered the soilom, to the number of forty to fifty persons, 
with clubs, at an open lot over ugninst the Christ church. Thence 
they mnde an nssnult a t  the court-house, on some of the electors 
there. Thence went to Chestnut street, and by a back-way [for 
open ground seemed common then!] to the Indian King inn in 
High street, where, being refused any drink by Peter and Jonntl~nn 
Robeson, they went bock enrnged to the election grounds. . There 
they fell heavily with their clubs upon the Germans and othersr 
beating olT the former, ns many ns 500. T h e  fight became "shock- 
ing to the sight,"7-cga truly mad scene and npr~nr,'~-but the 
sntlors were mnde to retreat. There was a great trial for the stoirs 
by which the voters mended  and descerrded, then occupied, as for- 
merly for seven1 years, by Isnac Norris and his party.. T h e  s h i p  
carpenters clubbed together to make i t  their own, which they ac- 
complished. As it produced much public feeling, it became quickly 
a matter of court cognizance, and even the Assembly ilself, as if 
anticipnting the courts, made it n matter of debnte and buaineea for 
three weeks, passing at length a bill for a riot act, k c .  

I n  1721, John Copon, the printer of the Mercury Gazette, opens 
"an  insurnnce ofice ot his ofice, where he will provide competent 
underwriters to assure any sum applied for." This  wns the first 
attempt at insurnnce in Philadelphia I n  the former times, nll in- 
surances for sen risks, kc., were effected in London: 

I n  1752, 9 founded the Philadelphia contributionship for in- 
suring of houses from loss by fire. It was incorpornted in 1768, 
as n mutual nssurnnce, nnd was much promoted by Dr. Frnnklin. 
I n   arch, 1823, the capital ;.mounted to $228,850. T h e  number 
of policies out wcre 2.273, and the sum insured, $3,620,450. Wbnt 
is curious respecting this ancient institution is, thnt they never had 
but one lnwsuit, and that they gained! Another curious fact re 
specting this twociation is, thnt a t  an early period they insured o 
house which was soon after burnt, and this single loss much dis- 
tressed the concerned to mnke it good. T h e  annunl election for di- 
rectors being near at hand, at an upper room in the old court-house, 
no one attended but Hugh Roberta, who having waited until the 

Notrie' election wns always sopportal by the Chmmm. 



nrne of choosing hnd nenrly expired, he  done proceeded to eleci 
twelve directors and n treasurer, nll of whom he  notified in due 
form! But for that circumstnnce, this institution, now so disunguished 
and beneficial, would hnve expired! 

For  m t  of n better tern), I hnve chosen so to nnme auch primi- 
tive trees of the forest n e e  ns still remnin among us, from dnys 
cotempomry with the foundntionof the city. Those now standing on 
the northern extremity nearest the city are nigh the first gnte on the 
Germnntomn turnpike,--on Wnger's field or lot. There are two of 
them there of sweet gum, nbout 20 feet npwt,md hnving a circum- 
ference of about 14 feet Between those trees there mas once de- 
posited in the ground n qunntity of stolen treasure--nftenvnrds con- 
fessed m d  recovered. 

On the westem side of the city wus a large forest elm, a t  the n o d -  
west comer of Race and Schuylkill Seventh streets, nenrly &-a-ois 
to the Friends' walled-ground. An old man nenr there told me it 
looked equally ns large ns now, nenrly fifty yenrs ago. I t  wns cut 
down in 1539. 

T h e  next nearest forest trees are three nncient gums on the north 
side of Vine street, fronting the Bush-hill mmsion. 

In the south-western section, the nenrest remaining trees are a few 
(five) well-grown onk trees, standing in n lot nt Lombnrd street neat 
Schuylkill Tenth street. 

At the south end, there is on Swanson street, by the wnter side, a 
weat buttonwood or cvnterbeech, the remoins of several once there, 
seen and noticed by iinlm, in 1748. 

T h e  above trees compose all which remain so near the city; 
these alone hnve escnped the British desolations, the me of their 
owners, nnd time. We cannot think of them without remembering 
the expressive nnd benutiful musings of Cocvper on his "Ynrdley 
ook," 

Survivor sole of all that once Iived here I 
A shntter'd vetemu,--couldst thou speak 
And tell who lived when thou mast oung, K By thee I might correct the clock of istory- 
Recover facts,-mistated thi  "s set right. 
But since no spirit dwells in%ee to spe& 
I will perform m self, in my own ear, l Such mnlters na may." 

Other cities, as we, hnve their consecmted trees. On Boston 
common there is an elm, called the Great tree, which girths 21 23 
feet. At Hartford they have their celebrated " Charier onk;" it 
girths 33  fee^ At New York they venemte a group of large but- 
tonwood trees on the ground of the Columbia College. At Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. they have their "Great E lm tree," which 



they publicly nnd solemnly consecmted " to liberty," ns wly  an the 
year 1769, nnd nt Boston, too, they had their " Liberty tree," even 
earlier. 

@range Zkmsmission of Sovnd 

In 1707, 'be guns fired upon Hill's vessel, from the little fort at 
New C d e ,  were distinctly h a d ,  by Hill's a d o u s  wife, nt Phia- 
del hia-Vide Proud. 80 the 10th of July, 1746, "n grent number of guns were henrd 
by many people in nnd about town, which seemed to be nt n great 
dismce, and the nest day we found by espress, they were ns fnr OK 
as New York, nt which plnce were grent firings md rejoicings for 
the cnpture of Cape Breton!" I t  is probable no weight of artillery 
could now be heard from city to city! 

Old persona hnre told me that before the city wns pnred, m d  
when fewer cnrringes were employed, they found it much easier than 
now to hear distant sounds. Seventy-odd yenrs ago, Cooper, on the 
Jeraey side, hod n blnck fellow named Mingo,'who possesed n fine, 
clear voice, nnd could be distinctly heard singing in the field towards 
the evening--even the words of the chorus, in some cases, a u l d  be 
understood by those'living near the wnter side in the city. Colonel 
Thomns Forrest wns one who n.esured me of this. The  q e d  Colo- 
nel A. J. Morris told me of his hearing Whitfield's clear voice, at 
Gloucester point, when he wm preaching on Society hill. Cnptain 
Contes tells me thnt just before the revolution, when his fnther dwelt 
at the corner of Cable lnne and Vine street, they could there heor 
the voice of his workmen nt his brick-kiln, nt the wmer of Fourth 
and Gmen streets, cry out, L' Phebe, get h e  dinner ready !" Thin 
mny seem strange in the present thick populntion ; but I must also 
add, thnt there nre spots in Germontown, where, on occnsione of 
overcast and d m  mornings, penons cnn plninly heor the mttle of 
cnrts in Philndelphin, sis miles or! 

The guns thnt were fired nt the bnctle of Brnndywine were die- 
tinctly henrd by persons in Philadelphia, although they were onIy 
nine nnd teqpounders. And the bombnrdment of Fort Mimin WM 
henrd doily nt Germantown. When the Augustn blew up there, 
Mr. Bradford told me he distinctly henrd the report not far from 
Lnncnster, nnd following up the line of the river, nnother told me 
they heard it near Poltsgrove. Another henrd it nt the forks of little 
Egg hnrbour. In Itoly sound is rrnnsmitted to great distances, b e  
cause of the purity of the ntmosptiere." 

N a m  of Streets changed. 

In the olden time they were remnrknbly disposed to give populat 
namee to streets and plnces, to the exclusion of their legal nnd re- 
corded nnmes. I remember very well, that when n boy, about the 
year 1800, we first eow index boards on the wnlh, tu ehow the 



streets. The names of some of the streem were so new to us, thnt 
me really thought, for n long while, that they were absolutely new 
names. Those which have undergone changes have been na fol- 
lows, to wit: 

Bread strcct-has been adled familiarly Monvim nlley, bemuse 
chat church had its front formerly on that street. 

Noble street-wna called commonly Bloody lane, because n mur 
der had been committed there. 

Garden al.&--changed to C~ombes' nlley, bemuse he wss a 
tenant on the Front street corner. 

Ccdm street-is changed to South street, bemuse it mas the 
southern limit of the city. It wns often called Southermost street 

SasPafras street-hna been mUed Race street, because it was the 
rood to the races once out there. It was dso called Longhumt street, 
in the earliest deeds. 

Mulberry street--nlwaye called Arch street, bemuse of m nrch or 
bridge across thnt street at Front street It wns also &led Holmes' 
street, in the earliest deeds. 

IFih street-aiginally &led so, bemuse of its having been the 
highest elevation from the river of dl the other streets-changed to 
Market street by the populnr voice, because of the markets in it. 

Ring strect-chnnged to Water street, because of its newness to 
the river. 

- 

Branch stred-changed to Sourcrout alley, and so universnlly 
once cdled, because the first cutter of cabbnge, who made it a busi- 
ness to go abroad with his machine to cut for families, lived dmost 
done in thnt street 

Jones' dlcy--changed to Pewter-platter alley, bemuse of such a 
sign (a red pewter dish of large size) once hung at the comer ot 
Front street.. 

Duke street--changed to Artillerv lane. bemuse of the British 
cannon having been $aced there. 

- 
Prime street-was d l e d  Love lane, bemuse of n long row of 

lewd houses there. 
Callo~ol~iU street-in 1690, w u  called " New street," prooably 

because it waa the first opened in the Northern Liberties. 
Braoe+'s alley--because of Geddes' brewery there, now &led 

Wood street. 
Vine street-was at on early eriod called Vnlley street, because P of its vale there between two hi1 s, above and below it. 
Chestnut sh-eet-wna first d l e d  Wynn street, &r Thomaa 

Wynn. 
Walnut strect-was Pool street, as lending to Dock creek water. 
N d '  &I-was called Hutton's lane or dey .  
Gray's alley-wns called Moms7 nlley. 
Gnbriel Thomas, in his account of the city ns early as 1698, 

of several other street namesnow not known, to wit: Shorter'e 
ey-Yower'e lane-wdler's alley-dikes' alley-Flower's alley P 
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-Turner's l ane-41  of which extended only from Front to Second 
street. They probably then bore the names of the chief inhabitant 
dwelling nt or nenr them. T h e  streets of laqer size, he snys, took 
the names from the abundance of such trees formerly in growth here. 

millimn Penn, in his letter in 1653, says " the nnmes of them 
streets nre mostly taken from the things thnt spontnneously grow 
in the country, as Vine street, Nulberry street, Ssc.;" but in enu- 
memtingthem, he names some not known to us, to wit: Cmnberry 
street, Hickory street, Onk street, Beech street, Bsh street, nnd Poplnr 
street 

Publie Spectacles. 

In  September, 1753, n great fire-works \nu exhibited nt Philadel- 
phia, on the Delnwnre river, in l~onour of the reduction of Cnpe 
Breton, by Genenl Amherst I t  represented n citadel in the centre, 
and on ench flank n tower. On shore were other works to represent 
the French. Then  a grent exhibition of fire ensued, nnd the sounds 
of cannonnde, k c .  T h e  citadel approached to storm the works on 
shore-they sprung n mine nnd surrendered. Then  succeeded re- 
joicing by a swami of rocket3 from the towers, k c .  This wns cer- 
minty n very gmnd displny for so small n community, as Philndel- 
phin then wns, to effect. The  truth wns, the enterprise of Cape 
Breton wns deemed on American n 3 r  of great m e r i t 4  thing in 
which the northern nnd middle colonies p v e  themselves grent credit 

About sixty-five yenrs ngo, tnnny hundred persolis went out to the 
Schuylkill to see n nlnn cross that river in n bont carried in Ilia 
pocket! H e  went over safe, nenr High street. U. Chew, Esq., 
snw it, nnd told me of it, nnd my father snw the some nt Amboy. 
I t  wns made of lenther-wns like pnrchment-wns about five feet 
long-wns upheld by nir-vessels, which were inflnted, nnd seemed to 
occupy the usual fnce of gunwnles. Fo r  wnnt of n pntent ofbcel 
the art is probnbly ost. T h e  fact gives n 11int for light portable bonta 
for nrctic explorers, and ouggests a means of making more buoyant 
vessels on cnnnls. 

T h e  increns'e of public exhibitions is greater every year. We  hove 
not long since hod the greatest nnd finest mnnngerie of wild bensta 
ever before seen here, being equal to twenty nnimnls in one collec- 
tion, and containing lions, tigers, elephnnts, camels, k c .  I n  1824, 
we hnd even a mummy brought nmong us, from nncient Thebes, 
and soon nfter cnme two Rotnnn urne, repositories for the nshea of 
the dead for two thousnnd five hundred yenrs and more. Why do 
people visit such, but for their interest in relics, ns n m a n s  b con- 
nect the itnaginntion and the henrt. Their heart feels the question 
nsing like this, viz. : 

"Statue of flesh, come,.p~ithee tell us, 
Since in the world of splnta thou hast slumber'd, 
What hsdt thou seen-what strange adventures number'dlw 



We have also a go\\-ing-pmctice among us, of adventurers coming 
from Europe--as playen, angem, dancers, lecturers, and catafeltoes 
wondering for (heir bread.!" 

' This was Franklin's club, which took the name of (he Junta 
In 1728, J. Logan speaks of these as being the tools of Sir William 
Keith's baseness and falsehood," saying, they nre to send thee a 
pelition, culling themselves the Leathern Apron Men, and they 
solicit fnvoumble sentiments towards their master, Sir William Keith, 
who has nised deep contentions here1'-for when he was elected 
into the nssembly, nfier being no longer governor, he was escorted 
into town by eighty men on horsebnck, and y n s  were fired in 
triumph, kc.  Perhaps Keith's use of the club, and Frnnklin's in- 
fluence there, although then but young, and only a resident of the 
city four or five years, may present some clue to Sir strnnge 
seduction of Franklin to follow him in his fortunes to Englnnd, 
where Sir William joined the ghosta of depnrted governors," an 
hangers on. 

Northwest Passage. 

In 1753, the citizens of Philadelphia, especially the merchants, 
employed Captain Swaine, in t11e'~hooner Argo, to seek n north-west 
pasage. At his return he got credit for his exertions, although 8s 
unsuccessful tu Captain Pnny's late royal enterprise. 

In  May, 1764, he *in makes another unsuccessful voyage. 
The  particulars of both voyages may be read on page 381 of my 
MS. Annds in the Historicnl Society of Pennsylvania, too long for 
insertion here ; hia report was, thnt the winter had not been so severe 
there for twenty-four years before. The  Argo got through the ice into 
the mouth of Hudson stmit, as far as the island Resolution, on the 26th 
of June; but was forced out ngnin by ice, to sea She cruised off 
with some Hudson bay ships-twenty days trying to get in again- 
but could not She ran down the ice from 6'3O to 57O. Then 
went over to the Lnbmdor conet, and discovered it plainly from 6 6 O  
to 6S0. Finally returned home nll well, &c. 

Until the yenr 1759, it had been an occaeionnl pmctice for 'us- 
ticee of the peace to hear and decide causes at public inns; as it k ad 
a demoraliz~ng erect in bringing eo many people to drinking-placea, 
the governor in this yew publicly forbids its longer conti~luance. 
Even courts themselves, before they had a courthouse, had been 
beld there, for 1 see by James Logon's MS., thnt in the year 1702 
the court nt Philadelphia snt in Hall's public house. 



It has oeen a geneml and frequent remark, made to me by tns 
aged, thnt magigistrates were, in olden time, a much more dignified 
and honoured class of persons than now. They were also chosen 
as men of the first fortune, influence, and wisdom; so that wherever. 
they sen t  they carried reverence, and were effectively a terror to 
evil-doera" Their occasional voice, beard in the street, could in. 
stantly repreas cL wrong and outrage97 among men, or frolic and mis 
chief among boys They were at the wme time effective "peace 
makers;" for as they never served from motives of personal @n, 
their fortunes being above it, they genedly strove to return the par 
ties under eome mutual agreement I &an still see some of those 
dignitaries in my mind7s eye ils they remained even in niy early 
days--a person bearing a port of authority, cocked hat, powdered 
hair, nnd a gold-headed m e ,  rufles over the hand, and bowed to 
with reverence by all who passed them, as His honour, the Squire." 

T' Dutch Riot 

About the yenr 17823, a riot wos formed by numerous Dutch 
women, headed by Mammy Swirel, an old woman of prodigious 
size. I t  excited great interest and co~n~notion in the northern end 
of the city, at the time, and led to sevenl small law-suits. The 
cnee wm this:-The qunre from Callowhill to Brewer's alley, 
and from Third to Fourth street, then lay in a field of grain, into 
which some hop  made their entry and depredations. The owner, 
for his revenge, shot three of the nnitnnls. Upon this occurrence, 
the German women in the neighbourhood, " called to arms." They 
soon gathered in strength, and fell upon the owner and beat him so 
severely, he had to be taken to the inn, then at the north-eat caner 
of Brewer's alley and Fourth street, where he lay some time. In 
ti?e mean time, the women, to the number of a w e d  hundreds, fell 
to work and tore up all his post and mil fences, making thereof a 
grent pile, casting thereon the dead hogs, and making of the whole 
a grand conflngmtion, in the presence of great crowde of spectatom- 
none of whom attempted to arrest their progress. It  wae a high 
exertion of female power and revenge, and long Mammy Swivel" 
bore the reputation of the heroine. 

Riots-There ia entirely a new em in our country in this matter 
of riots, beginning 1834, and continuing still. It is a new spirit, 
waked up by the example of foreigners. They hove already been 
so frequent, thnt one can scarcely reserve their remembmnce. I 

f; try now to retrace them-August, 1 36, to wit : 
The gent election riots in New York city, of 183G. Then the 

mob concerning the Abolitionists, and the destruction of the meeting 
house, &c. 

The  burning of the nunnery, at Charleston, near Boston. 
At Philadelphia, the election of 1836, in the Northern Liberties, 

by an attack on the whigs--nRerwards, nt another election, killed 



m e  m a n - 4 e m r d s ,  bumed Robb's houses, and kept the firemen 
OK Next n riot bemuse of the blncb, in Moyamensing-houw 
&d furniture destroyed. 

Riot at Hombnrgh, for wnges along the and, 1835. 
At Natchez-the ense of the mnn who was tried for ill-treating 

21s wife. and acquitled, md thence taken from the court, w e d  nod 
whipped, nnd d h e n  awny. 

The  case of h e  two blacks at Alnbamn; condemned for killing 
children, to be hung, but the people took them from the court and 
bumed them ! 

Tbe case nt Vicksburgh, in July, 1835, of hnnging five gamblers 
The m e  nt Livingston, in Mississippi, of self-constituted commit- 

lees, hanging sundry white men and negmes, for nn alleged wn- 
spirncy. 

The border war of Ohio nnd Michip-people contending &hart 
Zuw, for soil ! 

The m e  of the people in Charleston, South Carolina, seizing the 
mail nod destroying all the pnpers of the Abolitionists. 

A mob cnse in Philadelphia, in July, 1835, upon the nrgoes, 
because of the m u l t  of an insane negro, upon Mr. Stewart. Some 
h o w  pulled down. 

August 8, 1835. The  mob in Baltimore rise upon Glen and 
Johnson's houses, and kill eight persons, because of their connex- 
ion with a broken bank 

In  the snme month, occurred a beginning demonstrntion of riot 
at Washington city, for the purpose of putting down the nbolition 
emissaries. - 

A mob at H d o r d ,  Connecticut, pulled down the meeting house 
of the blnch. At New Hampshire, (Canaan,) the mob of 300 
men, took off the school house of the blncks with many oxen, nnd 
placed it out of the town. At enceful Burlington, New Jersey, E they ntbcked a black man's ouse, and one white man got 
shot. At Pittsburg, the mob drove off Ihe nunnery-nt some place 
they tried to destroy o black barber's house. At Chestertown, 
Maryland, there was n gathering of the people, ngainst the blnck 
emissllries, of severnl days. In Virginin, they whi ped and nbused K nn innocent man, ns "nn abolitionist" From t e frequency of 
such violence, it l ~ n s  obtained the name of " Lynch lnw!" 

W~tar Parties. 

These evening parties, for which Philndelphin society is remnrk 
able, were begun by Doctor Casper Wistar, in 1799, by his call of 
all the members of the Philosophicnl Society to his house, once a 
week, during the winter. They were continued to his death, in 
1818, by himself done. They were then continued by the mem- 
bers successively, in tum, at their seveml houses, ever since. 

In 1835, when Job R. Tyson, Eq., became the owner and resi- 
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dent of Doctor Wistar'e former house, at the south-west comer of 
Fourth and Prune streets, they were agai~z begun in tlral hwe, and 
hnve been continued in Mr. Tymnys turn, as often m it occurs, to the 
preaent time. None but members of the Philosophical Society can 
be members, and they only can be such, who can come in by a 
unanimous vote. A limited number of guests can be invited--an 
indulgence more than once extended to the writer. Other societies, 
however, nlso exist, bearing the name of Wistnr parties, o 
by sundry mcinl circles, in imitation of the former; and gir: 
being enrolled philosophers, aim more to gratify the sense of good 
cheer and hilarity, than to discuss philosophy and intellectual ab- 
stractions. All these parties comprise only the male sex. Why 
don't the ladies toke umbWe at h e  exclusion, and hnve their blue- 
stocking parties too? 

Going tochwJm.-People of the present day, who find churches 
every where so near their residences, have no conception of the 
long walks over unpaved footways, which church-going families were 
accustomed to toke in my early days. The  writer can remember 
numerous families from about the Swedesy church, and far down in 
Soulhwnrk; and also from Kensington and the intermediate space, 
walking every Sabbath, in family trains of weU dressed persona of 
both sexes, young and old--going as far m Christ church and the 
Presbyterian and Baptist meetings near i t  Seven1 of these were 
such as had their horse nnd vehicle, and yet they never thought of 
using them for such n purpose. It would have been regarded as an 
eCfeminacy or affectation. , 

Washi *on's iwuse, in Pliiladelplria, having been taken down, 
is now bui ? t upon by three brick houses of four stories--the same 
now owned by Nathaniel Burt, and numbered, 192,193,  and 194, 
in High street near Sixth street 

The pictures oj the Ki and Queen of I"2.ance.-In March, "1 1784, these large ~d elegant y fnnled pictwes arrived at Philndel- 
pliia, in the ship Queen of France, being presents from the king. 
They were set u? in the large committee-room of the senate, at the 
south-east-comer of Sixth and Chestnut streets--thence went to 
Washin,gton city, and were burned, I believe, by the British, under 
Geneml Ross. The portnit of the king wm much like Govemeur 
Morris, who was a very fine-looking man. 

Apond o good ~oder ,  in the driest eeason," is a place advertised 
for sale in 1 / 84, with the land appurtenant of an entire square from 
Schuylkill Seventh to Eighth street, and from.Walnut to Locust 
street. No such pond is now known. 

An mecution, In July, 1784, of John Martin and John Downey, 
occurred for n street robbery. What a difirence from the present 
iuodernte inflictions on street depredatom I 

TIE Burl of A&&, in 1784, sends his ngent to lay claim to forty 
eagues square of New Jersey, beginning at Cape May and extend- 
rog to all of Long Island--saying, it was so patented to the End of 
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Albion, the second governor of New Jersey, who ~ x r o  L a d  by h 
Innians, and that ever since the %tent had been overlooked, and 
therefore his agent, Mr. Varlo, nuw forewarns all people to avoid 
purchases, unless under the tide of the family. 

An minerd Philadelphia Qudm, who had been some time In 
Ireland, in .June, 1784, passed through most of the streets of Lon- 
dondeny hnbited in sackcloth, and repeatedly called on the inhabit- 
ants to repent and turn to God. He seemed u. remarkably intelligent 
person, and declared he came from America on purpase to admorush 
the people of Irelnnd, and especially those of Londondeny. 

!lXe Pnilodelphiud, in September, 1784, is announced ss pub 
lished, diaplnying some first rate modem characters of both sexes, 
in a friendly and satirical manner." Such a book, if now seen, 
might fumish something for family gossip and scandal. 

B&ons.-The public Journnls, about this time, are full of notices 
and excitement about the display of b a l l o m d n e  of them when up  
took fire, and dropped its furnace, or stove, near the new play-how, 
in South street 

ThcPrst Directo y, in 1784, gave 3570 names of housekeepers- 
Desilver's, in 1831, gave 26,400 names. 

Tire Picfures for the Annals.-I have been often ndted the ues- 
$i tion--how and where I became poesessed of the pictures w ch 

illustrate h e  Annals-and it here occurs to me to answer h e  qua- 
tion, by stating the facts in the case, aa being in itself something out 
of the usual tmck. One day, when riding for recreation and observa- 
tion, about the hills af the Wid iceon ,  I chanced to come acrosa a 
Mr. W. L. Britton, carrying his port folio. In entering into conver- 
eation with him, and zlsking him if he wnc not abroad iu search of 
the picturesque, I was indulged to see some of hi sketches. He 
was invited to my house, and from making his call from time to 
time, and showing me the productions of his pencil, I was very na- 
tunlly led to invite him, in time, to make sundry sketches for myself. 
A11 this was at the time without any design on my part for their 
publication. They were intended for my own cabinet; but a~ these 
in time multiplied, and as I eventually thought of such a work an 
the Annals, other pictures became necessnry. In the end, he wna 
instrumental in making the rhost which I needed. Thus out of a 
seemingly accidental acquaintance, I found a ready facility of repre- 
senting pictorially such subjects as, but for hie assistance, I mlght 
have never attempted. He loved the occupation as an amateur, und 
1 needed them as a lover of the olden time, and an annalist ; thue 
we worked into each other's hands, and the public now has the 
benefit Many other equally fortuitous facilities have occurred to 
me, in collectmg facta for this work, and woul9 be deemed curiour 
facts, if told. 



Relics and R e d a n c e r s  

RELICS 8 REXEUBBANCERS.  

s'These we preserve wth plow care." 

IT may be deemed worthy of the subject, to give a special no 
tice of those relics of the olden time, which hnve come to our h o w  
ledge, to wit: 

Dr. Benjamin Rush h d  a study-chair presented to him in 1811 
made out of the Treaty tree. His letter of hanks for it, as a present 
from Mrs. Pritchett, I hnve seen. 

David Lewis, Esq., presented me with n piece of the mohopny 
benm of Columbus7 house, in which he once dwelt in St. Domin- 
go-of course of the first house constructed by a European in 
America I hnve used parts of it in seveml snuff boxes of relit 
wood. 

An elbow-chair has been nnde of the elm tree wood, whicb 
grew in the Stnte-house y d .  It wm made in 1824, on the ocm 
aion of cutting down those once beautiful trees there, and wns pre- 
sented, by Adnm Ramage, to the l L  Philadelphia Society for promoting 
Agriculture." 

Some of the timber of the Alliance frigate has been preserved by 
me, ns n relic of the first navy of the United Smtea. 

Some of the hair of Genernl Washington, in my poaseesion, n 
highly and justly prized. 

"Yea, beg a hnir of him for memory, 
And dying mention it within their wills, 
Bequeathmp it as a rich leg~icy.~' 

A writing-table of William Penn, of curious construction, of ma- 
ho,aany, is now in possession of ;. R. Smith, Eq., of Philadelphia. 
Its general nppemnce is like a common breakfast table. 

By lifting up the lid, a regular writing-desk is exposed with drawere an 
casements, and by the use of elevnton, two lids are thrown up: 
which furnish great convenience for placing books i~nd papera 
thereon for copying from, or for writing upon. It was the gift 
to him from John Barron, Esq., once a venernble gentleman, who 
possessed large claims to lands about Philadelphia, from his pro- 
ienitoru. 

- 

The girder in the ofice of the Union canal, in Carpenter's court 
is a partof the mainmast of the Constellation frigate,nnd has %Vera! 
marks of the shot it received. 

I own a China late, given to me by James C, Smith, Eeq., which R is the last of a w ole set, which was the first China that ever came 
direct from China. It  canle by Captain Green, who soiled from 
New York, in 1764, and returned in May, 17%. 
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A piece of silver coin, marked the year 733, of the weight of 
ninety cents, wns ploughed up by Nr. John Shnllcross, at seven 
miles from the city, nenr the York rond. A copy of its impremion 
is preserved on page 64 of my MS. Annds, in the Historical So- 
ciety. 

Tne  arm-chair of Dr. Benjamin Fnnklin is m possession of 
Reuben Haines, Esq., in Germantown. It is of mahogmy, nnd the 
one which the doctor used ns his common sitting chair. 

An o&en chnir of Count Zinzendorf is in possession of C. J 
Wistnr, Esq., in Germantown. 

Autograph letters of IVilliam Penn, of the year 1677, are in 
possession of Henry Pemberton, of the Philadelphia bank, being 
a small folio book of letters from Penn to his religious friends in 
Hollnnd. Among the letters is a postscript, subscribed by the 
initids of the celebrated George Fox. A fragment of George FOX'S 
pen, annexed to R. Barclay's, is also with Reuben Hnines, Esq. 

A pewter cistern and ewer, for washing and shaving, once the 
property of the Penn family, is now in the possession of Thomns J 
Whartou, Esq. They contnin the initials of Willian~ Penn, and 
the family arms. It would seem as if they hnd been the property 
of Admiral Penn, from the motto being different from that of the 
founder-it rending '' Dum CZavizcm Tenens." This, by-the-by, 
ie ns npproprinte to Willinm Penn as the governor of a colony, aa 
to the Admiral ns the governor (or steersman) of n ship. 

The  tea plate of William Penn I have seen nt the widow Smith's 
farm, near Burlington, which had descended to her husband from 
Jmes Logan. The teapot was small-not to contnin more than 
one pint-wns very heavy-in fine preservntion-bore the ciphera 
W. P . 4 n d  had a stand to set under it, in which to insert a flame 
heater to keep it hot or to ninke it boil. 

Penn's book-me, formerly in possession of Nathaniel Coleman 
of Burlington,-formed of English oak, veneered nll over with ma- 
hogany, is now in the possession of the Philndelphia Librnry. Ite 
base is formed of o chest of drnwers, and a desk for writing; and 
above nre arrangements for accounts and pnpen, shut in by panelled 
doom, having in ench n looking-glass. 

At thnt desk, I should suppose, he wrote many of those papers 
ntid publicatione since known to the public. It come to Coleman 
from the Pennsbury mansion. A sketch of it is drawn on pnge 105 
of my MS. Annuls, in the Historical Society, and the original feet 
of it nre in my possession. 

Pennys silver seal, ciphered W. P. is now in the posseasion of 
L. Pitmnn, cushier of the Northern Liberty bank,-he procured 

it of the nbove nnmed N. Coleman, who had received it in hie 
business aa a silversmith. 

Penn's clock was not long since in the hands of Martin Sommers, 
nenr Fmnkford, who got it from Mr. Peter Harewoggen, nn aged 
person who lived nenr Pennsbury. The  clock was fotmed of an 
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onken case, curiously wrought and inlaid with bone. There u 
another clock of Penn's. snid to be such. now in the W d e r  family ~~ ~ - 
3f Philadelphia 

A silver e m  of Beninmin Lnv. the hermit. ia now in lmsesion -, 
of Roberts V&X, E %' 

- 
Perm's chair. whic came from Penusbuw, is now in the Penn- 

sylvania ~ o s ~ i d - n  present from Mrs. cro&r, through the hnndr 
of Mr. Drinker. Another similar chair is in my possession,-"a 
present from Debonh Logun,')-is so inscribed on its b m  plate, 
with tbe addition of these nppropria~e words, to wit: " Fruitful of 
recollections--sit and muse!" ME. Fnzier, at Chester, hna tlie 
chair in which Penn sat  at opening h e  first assembly nt that ?lace. 
Relics of the Treaty tree are numerous. 1 .have myself presented 
seven1 snuff-boxes formed sevedly of a plunlity of kinds of relic 
wood, including the Treaty tree, Colun~bus' house, the Blue Ancho~ 
tavern, k c .  There is, in my house, a lady's work-stand, of the 
Treaty tree, uiiinniented with the walnut tree of the Hall of I n d e  
pendence, and with some of the mnhoguny beam of Columbus' 
house, &c. 

Joseph P. Norris, Esq., hns William Penn's silver snuff-box. I t  
is inscribed with the names of successive owners, from Governor 
Thomas Lloyd, domnwnrds. H e  has also a watch senl of quartz 
crystal, set in gold, a present from ail Indian king to h c  Norria, 
at the treaty of 1710. 

There ore in my house sixteen pictures hanging up  in frnrnes of 
;elic wood, preserved as remembmncen, to wit: 

A list of my framed Relicpcturw, (16 in number,) July, 2839. 

I. Columbus' landing-of mahogany of his house, comers of pine, 
of Blue Anchor house. 

2. Penn's landing at Philadelphin-of pine of Blue Anchor, witb 
corners of Holly, ut Chester landing. 

3. Declnntion of Independence-of pine of ~ n b l k  of Independence, 
with corners of walnut tree, once before the Hall. 

4. T h e  Hall of Independence-of pine of Table of Independence, 
corners of wnlnut tree, once before the Hall. 

5. Letitin House--of onk of ihat house, corners of cherry tree of 
Pennsbury, gloss of Letitia house. 

6. Old Court house-of oak of its girder. 
7. Treaty T r e e - o f  elm, the ends of mulberry of Harris, at Hor- 

risburg, corners of oak of Letitia house. 
8. Wnshington's House-of ellow pine, of his door, and cornen 

of mnhoguny of his levee dY oor. 
9. Slate Roof house--of the oak of Le~itiu house, tlie corners of 

cherry, from Peonsbury, glass of Letitia house. 
LO. T h e  Drawbridge and Dock creek--of pine of Blue Anchi 

inn, corners of oak of bridge on Chestnut street. 



11 The Alliance Frigate--of onk of the Allinnce, with comers of 
Cook's ship Endenvour, round the World. 

12. The House of Sven Sener-of the buttonwood there, comem 
of Trenty tree. 

13. The Lnnding of Penn nt Chester-of the holly tree there, 
comers of cheny wood of Pennsbury, m d  from George F d e  . . 
oak, nt Flushing. 

14. The Dntch City of New York-from the pear tree of Stuyve 
m t ,  comers of Fox's onk. 

16. Benezet7s Iiouse and bridge-af the onk of the bridge, comere 
of Fox's oak, and comer pieces of Dr. Rush's cedar. 

16. The Indinns nt Hnrrisburg---of the mulbeny tree nt Johu H n r ~ ' ,  
nnd comers of Trenty tree. 
A11 the above are vcnem upon hmes: so ns to show fronts of 

h e  relic wood named. 
Besides those before mentioned ns in various hands, there are 

nttnched to the pages of my MS. Annnls, in the Phiindelphin Li- 
brnry, nnd in the Hisroricnl Society of Pennsylvnnia, nt the pager 
eevemlly mnexed, the following articles, to wit: 

PAGE 
165.-The celebmted Mary Dyer's gown specimen. 
do.-Penn's bedqui1t-n fmgment. 
do.-Silks--made in Pennsylvnnin by Susan Wright aud Catha- 

rine Hnines. 
166.-Dress silks nt the Meschianzn. 
170.-Silk specimen of 1740, of Dr. Redmnn's ancestor. 
do.-Red garden satin, from the Bishop of Worcester, 1720. 
do.-Blnck silk velvet of Dr. Fmnklin's coat. 
190.-Six gown pnttems of former years, of my fmily. 
198.-Origin01 petition, showing all the signatures of primitive set 

tlers of Chester, in 1704. 
199.-Likeness of Penn-beat done by Bevnn. 
206.-Likeness of Jnlnes Pemberton, and coslume of Frienda 
216.-Paper mouey of 1 7 8 9 4 f  the Light house, and of the Wal- 

nut street prison, of 1'776.-Specimens. 
218.-Profile of a city belle of high hend-dress, in 1776 
do.-Specimen of a silk and silver dress of a lady. 

230.-A sketch of Friends' meeting, at Centre squnre. 
231.Pictures of ladies' bonnets nnd dresses in olden time. 
233 to 239, contain pictures of sundry public houses--such arr Coun 

house ; London Coffee house ; Jones' row ; Grindstone alley; 
Slnte house; Duche's house; S. Mickle7s house; Lox- 
ley's house; Benezet's house; Governor Pdmer's house; 
Swedes' church ; Shippen's house ; Wshington's house ; 
O5ce of secretnry of foreign afiirs; Friends' almshouse; 
Wigglesworih7s house; Scene nt Dmwbridge, at city corn 



PAGE 
mons ; Letitia court ; Perspective at Philadelphia ; Penn'r 

' treaty; the Treaty tree; a female figure drawn in colours by 
NajorAndr6 ; a pictorial invitntion card of General Howe, to the 
Ueschimza; R Moms'great house. Cenernlly rough sketch-, 
made before it wos determined to make accurate dmwvhp. 

240.-The first altnannc of Philadelphia, (a sheet) 1687. 
246.-An engmved picture of six public buildings. 
247 to 232, are specimens of old colonial paper. 
264.-First ground plot plans of the ci~y,  in 1793-4, by Davia 
273.-Ancient caricature and poetry, "to wash the blackmoor 

white." Some city gentlemen are drnwn. 
d o . A  mrimture of Friends and the Indians. 

277.-Portraits of Bishop Allen and Benjamin Lay. 
275.-The Association battery. 
279.-Dock creek and Drawbridge scene. 
280.-Pe&s run, and scenery in skating there.' 
2S2.-Leilt1? +ouae in the court. 

do.-Cherry garden house. 
283.-An ancient house at the north-west comer of Front and Ram 

streets. 
do.-The place called Barbadoes lot, where the Baptists and Prm 

byterians first held worship, comer of Chestnut and Second 
streets. 

284.-The portrnit of an oddity, known universally by the name of 
" M. 0. Mike, H. A. Harry Hanse, Michael Wendere," and 
called also, LC I see thee firsl," with some remarks on his 
charncter. 

h my Manuscript A n d ,  i n  the ~*~foricaZ SocieIy of Petffl~yL 
vania, are the foUmmmmng, lo wit: 

PAGE 
2552.-A specimen sheet of modern bank notes. ' 
276.--Specimens of colonial and continenlci money. 
277.-A sheet almanac of Philadelphia, 1687. 

do.-S ecimen of the writing of Count Zinzendorf, 1734. P 278.--S ips of ancient silk drzsses. 
279. --An origind drnwing, by Kosciusko, of Miss Pollock. 
296.-Picture and description of Fitch'n steamboat. 
296.-Gmy's ferry bridge, and General Washington's pnasnge there 

do.-Cape Henlopen Light house, and description. 
342.-A slip of silk, home-made, which gained the premium in 

1770, and mns mode into a wedding dress for Mra C. Ro- 
berts, in 1774. 

*The picture, as a shting scene, in more to the ideas in my mind, thaa the me giwn 
m this work There were diicultiea in forming the picturn :f "thing before," whicb 
he  prssent artist coulll not overcome. 
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PAGE 
3 4 7 . A  picture of the New market, in Southwnrk, as drawn 

i i  1787. 
3 5 0 . A  cnricnture print of the revolution ; of cg-liberty triumphant, 

or the downfal of oppression." 
%*.-Likenesses of James Pemberton and Nicholos Waln, in the 

costume of ancient Friends. 
360.-Association battery, and windmill near. 
361.-Governor Palmer's house at Treaty tree. 
do.-The place of the Barbadoes lot where the Baptists and Prw 

byterians first worshipped. 
362.-The Swedes' church. 
do.-The Slate Roof house of William Penn. 

363.-Shippen's great house. 
364.Alms house of Friends. 
365.-Old London Coffee house 

do.-Old Court house, built in 1707. 
366.-Fairmount and Schuylkil, in 1789. 

do.-Bush hill, in 1788. 
367.--She house, residence of William Penn. 
368.-Davisy ground plot plnn of Philndelphin, 1793-4. 
370.-The snme, in continuation. 
371.Holme's ground plot of Philadelphia, 1682, with explanatoq 

remarks: 
- 

374.-A mnp of Pennsylvnnia, in 1787, curious for preserving Indim 
names of places, and of former frontier forts. 

376.-George Heap's mnp of 1754, of the environs of Philadelphia, 
curious us showing primitive owners and locdities. 

378.-Old stone prison, at t l~p corner of Third and High streeta 
379.--Swedesy house of Sven Sener, and the first Swedes' church 

of lop, of 1669. 
460.-Triumphnl arches for Lo Fnyette, and silk badge, as worn txl 

his visit 

LIST OF UNPUBLISHED PAPERS. 

THESE comprise such as have been purposely excluded fron. 
publication in my printed Annuls. They are, first, remarkable aum- 
graphs preserved as subjects for inspection by the curious. Secondly, 
they are papers not expedient to be printed cntire, although suf- 
ficiently useful to be presented; and sometimes already occa- 
eiondy extmcted in part, under some of the divisions of the prmted 
Annals. 
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In my &Ianmpt  Annals in the Philadclphh Library, to wit : 
PAGE 
219.7oseph Sonsom's description of Philndelphia, in 1803, in 

pri:nt. 
- 

=.-A MS. petition and nnmes, praying the king for defence, - -  - 
in 1743. 

do.-Autograph of Count Zinzendorf, 1742.-Of hi daughte! 
Benigna, 1742.-Of Asheton, clerk of court, 1727.--of 
Joseph Wilcox, Mayor, 1706.-Of Jnmes Logan, secretary, 
1702.-Of William Trent, 1706.-Of Willinm Pen&-Of 
Hannah Penn, 1712.-Of John Penn, in 1825. 

%3.-Form of n letter, by whicb inquiries were usually mnde of 
aged persons, hnving thirty-six queries. 

do.-Autogmph of B 1 q  Smith-her description, in four poges of 
MS., of the primitive settlement of Burlington, to whichshe 
was an eye-wilnesa 

lir my Mmwdpt Ant& in tire W*rtoriwl society of POW 
sylvmia, to wit : 

PAGE 

190.--Some ancient religious acandal on Friends, by the Keithiana 
252.-Autogmph of Robert Fnirman, of 1715, descriptive of hi 

estate nt the Treaty tree.--Singular writing. 
360.-Penn's letter, of 1683, deecriptive of Philndelphia hen. 
2S4.-Robert Turner's letter, of 1685, to Willitun Penn, descriptive 

of Philadel hin then. 
288,Letter of P. 8. Duponcenu, Eq, descriptive of the ofbce of 

secrelnry of foreip nrnirs. 
290.Letter of John Penn of Stoke Pogis, 1825. 
294.-Autograph letter J!' Joseph, once King of Spnin, first king 

ever dwelling nrnong us. 
298.-Autogrnph of Dr. Fothergill on Philadelphia topica. 
300.- Do. of Rev. George Whitfield, 1764. 
304.- Do. of Rev. John Wesley, 1772. 
306.- Do. of Du Simitiere, the nnnnlist. 
310.- Do. first writ for the first nsse~nbly, 1682. 
312.- Do. of the Honournble Charles Thornson, being bs 

historical sketch of the leading incidents in the congeas of - 
17745. 

314.-Autogrnph Minute by Pntrick Robinson, in n mre kind of 
writing, of L693, of the proceeding of the council concem- 
ing n trespass on Schuylkill. 

316.-Auto,pph Minute of council, of 1698, concerning duties and 
porn of entry. 

218.-Autogrnph letter of William Penn, 1687, respecting his cot . 
tage in Philadelphia 
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322--Coneepondence of Jamea Logan, proving him to have been 

the author of Cicero's Cnto, &c, a thing imputed to Dr. 
Franklin. 

326.-Primitive court records concemlng Germnntown-an extract. 
32B--Ori&d account of the cost in detail of the material6 and 

workmanship of the first court house, in 1707-S-coat 3616  
332-Autqmph letter of Isnac Norris, of 1704. 
334- Do. and m e  old family letter of 1693, by Samuel 

Flower, showing cauees of e here to avoid woes- '9 and signs nnd wondera in wofu Europe. 
340.-Originnl roll of female patriots, of 1760, of Lower Dublin, 

with tlieir subscriptione and nnmes to aid the sufferem in 
the mar. 

- 
344.-Autograph of Dr. Franklin, in 1784, to C. T., aecrerary of 

congress, announcing the peace, and hi gratification and 
advice on tha same. 

346.-Auto ph of Robert Proud, our historian, concerning  IS 
bi i rage ,  and pemnd history. 

352-Pro er Martin's description of hi m e  spring at Pegg's run, 
an 3' his dingmm to show the supposed former passage there 
of the river Schuylkill. 

354.-Autograph letter of the late Esq., of 1820. 
giving seveml facts 

381.-A letter showing 
by which the 

393 to 
Philadelphia, at the time of the war of Independence, and 
of the acts of the British army there. 

431 to 434.-Revolutionary 8oldiers-a tale of truth. 
436 to 439.-Incidents of the war and its calnmities to n family- 

best known to the author. 
447.-Aulograph signatures of the first members of " the Peon 

Association for commemomting the lnndiig,"y-and facta 
concerning the ori~in of that societv. 

461.-Autograph yetter of-~eneral La Faiette of 1824, reqecting 
his public visit to Philadelphia, addressed to Joseph Watson, 
Esql, city mayor. 

459 to 474. contins an extended and ern~hic description of the 
public visit of La Fayette to ~haade l~hia ,  and many facts 
to be preserved for some future day. 

486.-A printed account of Dr. Franklin's relatives at Nantucket. 
490 to 496.-Printed b i o p  h i d  notices by Samuel Preston, Esq., 

of several memomb ! e persons of Bucks county, in the olden 
time-such as John Watson, surveyor, Jacob Taylor, 
mathematician and astronomer, William Sntterthwaite, poet 
and schoInr, James Pellar, a genius, Dr. Thomas Watson, 
B learned and benevolent man, D. Inghm, Nathan Preston, 



608 List o/ U~qublhhed Papers. 

much concerned in Indinn dairs,  k c .  Many l o d  ina. 
denta are described, nnd the pnrticulara of the " Indinn walk" 
are given. 

601.-A singular nomenclature of rnre nnmes of Philadelphia 
607.-The Pennsylvania Journal of 1733, containing a w m i n g  to 

Friends of 1759, by the Watchman, m d  Penn's leuer of 
the 27th of 4th mo., 1710, admonitory. 

do.-A s ecimen of Humphrey's t o y  Gazette in Philndelphin, ln7. 
608.-Phifadelphian demonstrn8ons in 1795, for the G m d  cnnal of 

New York; being a detail of the facts given by John 
Thompson, Esq., of his experiment and success in bring- 
ing a slnall schooner from Ningnra to Philadelphia 

611.-A poetic description of the Ddawnre river nnd contiguous 
country. 

616.-Reminis-ences by Mrs. H. 
636 to 6 3 9 . 4 o m e  scrnpinnn of fncts of our general history. 
644 to 675.-Seveml MS. letters from Snmuel Preston, Esq., gene- 

rally descriptive of historical events, nnd penons in Bucks 
coun~y,--say of Thomns Jenks, Thomns Penn, nnd Lndp 
Jenks, of the Indian mlk--of E. Marshal1,'nnd his discovery 
of silver--of Richard Smith, botanist, nnd traveller among 
the Indians,-of the noted Indinn, Isaac Still, and hie tribe 
in Bucks county, and of Frederick Post, the interpreter. 

676 to 660.-A detnil of facts concerning Godfrey's invention of the 
qundrnnt,-in print. 

Here I would mentlon, as n closing and general remark, that 
wveral communications made to me by aged persons, of aU they 
knew or remembered, have been used by me under various dktdm- 
tions, but the w h k  togctlrm of what they said, which mny here- 
after interest their immediate friends, may be found in my MS. 
Annals in the Philudelphiu Libmry-such nre those from J. P 
Norris, T. Matlack, John Brown, Snmh Shoemaker, Davenport 
Merrot, Owen Jones, Isnac Pnrrish, William Wed, Snmuel Richards, 
Samuel Coatcs, Thomas Brndford, A. J. Morris. Those by Lang 
S Y ~ , F  es 620 to 630, and by Samuel Preston, nre to be found in 
my M Annals in the Historical Society,--olso there, Penn's letters 
to Jnmes Hnrrison, his ngent from 1681 to '87, age 164 to 171 ; (he 
Logxinian MSS. at Stenton, pages 222 to 268; Secretary R. Pe- 
ters' letters to Penns, pnge 266 to 269 ; extmcts of the minutea of 
the Association of 1766 for preserving pence with the Indiana, pga 
L80 tn 183. 

CONCLUSION. 

We come now to our conclusion ; not that we have fully mid all 
which could have been written from what me poesessed, but thnt 
we have given so much as we considered of sufficient importnnce to 
mterest the mass of renders. 
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Whnt Philndelphia nnd Pennsylvnnin may herenfter become, we 
&all lenve to other chroniclers to notice. Some two or three ages 
hence, when all of us shnll hnve passed away, nnd when new 
men and mnnners reign," they mny hove aa equal opportunity to 
display heir own times in contrast with the present T o  such a 
work, they will receive rendier helps thnn we possessed. They 
will find nbundnnce of public journals, but too samddously minute, 
wherein dnily incidents of every kind ore amply disclosed;--some 
to our credit, nnd eome sufficiently repulsive to our m o d  sense. 
They will hnve, too, abundnnce of pictorid representntions of dress, 
fashions, equipnges, houses, edifices, public worb, public men, and 
picturesque views of scenes nnd places,--such oa never existed to 
aid us, in our researches into the  pas^ 

We advertise the render, that this work having been written out 
and d w E e d  in JuL'y, 1M2, na signified at the prefnce, it in to be 
considered that all references to any given pnst time, ns so mnny 
yeam ago," are nU to be regnrded as referring bnckwnrd from ths 
year 1842, and not from the doie of the imprint, on the present or 
future title pnges. 





APPENDIX. 

HAVWQ on hnnd sundry facta further illustrative of our early hie 
wry, and m n d q  of plnces, in which we, of Philndelphin and 
Pennsylvnnia, rue eu5ciently interested as occasional visitem, or 
tookers on, tending to describe things as they were, and from which 
they are now yearly changing, we herein connect them as on a p  
pendu to this work, viz. : 

Landing day of Wdliam Penn, a! New Cbptle. 

On the 27th &y of October, 1682, arrived before ye t o m e  of 
New Cnstle, in Deln~ar,  from England, Wm. Penn, Esq., proprie- 
tary of Pennsylvania, who produced twoo certain deeds of feofment 
from ye illustrious James, Duke of Yorke nnd Albany, etc. : for this 
towne of New Cnstle, and twelve mylea about itt, and also for ye 
two lower counties, ye Whorekills and St. Jonesy; wch sd deed 
bore date 24 August, 1682, and pursuant to the true intent, purpose 
and meaning of his Royll highnesse in ye snme deed, hee, ye ad 
William Penn, received possession of ye tome  of New Cnstle, ye 
28th of October, 1652. 

Tire tedimony of Richard Toumsend-a public I%ed-&livered 
ahout the year 1727. 

I n  the year 1682, several ships being provided for Pennsylvn- 
nio, I found a concern on my mind to embark with them, with 
my wifo and child. I went aboard the Welcome, in company with 
my worthy friend, William Penn, whose ood conversation was 
very odvontageow to all the company. %is singular care wne 
manifested in contributing to the necessities of many who were 
sick on board, of small pox, of whom as many as thirty died. 
IWhat a loss !] After n prosperous passage of two months, having 
hod in that time many good meetings on board, we arrived there. 

At our arrival, we found i t  s. wilderness; the chief inhabitants 
were Indians, and some Swedes, who received ns in a friendly 
manner, and though there ~vns a great number of us, the good hand 
of Providence wns seen in a particular manner ; in that provimone 
were found for us by the Swedes and Indiana, at very reasonabie 
rates, as well ns broughr from divers other pnrts, that were inhabited 
before. 

Our first concern waa to keep up and maintain our religious wor- 
hip, and in order thereunto, we had sevelal meetings in the boueer 
of the inhabitants; and one boarded meeting-house wae aet up, [the 

61 1 
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p b  of the bmk meeting,] where the city wns to be, near Dela- 
ware, and where we had very comfortable meedcp ; and r&er our 
meetinge were over, we ossieded each other in bu~ld~ng little housea 
for our shelter-[meming such ns the caves and cabins.] 

After some time, I set up a mil1 on C7Lesffm creek, which I hrarglii 
ready framed, from London, which served for grinding corn, and 
sawing of boards; and was of grent use to us. Besides, I, with 
John Tiuery, made a net, and caught great quantities of fish, which 
supplied ourselves nnd many others; so that nlthough three thousand 
persons came in the first year, we had no lack. We could buy e 
deer for two shillings, and a large turkey for one shilling, and In- 
dian corn for %. 6d. per bushel. The Indians were to us very civil 
nnd loving. 

As soon as Germantown was laid out, I settled my trnct of land, 
which mas about a mile from thence, where 1 set up a bnm nnd a 
com mill, which was very useful to the country round. But there 
being few houses, people generally brought their corn upon their 
backs, many miles. I remember, one man had a bull so gentie, 
that he used to bring the corn or, hi back. 

In  this location, sepamtcd from any provision 'mnrket, we found 
Be& meat very scarce, and on one occwion we were supplied by a 
verg particular providence, to wit: As I wns in my meadow, 
mowing g m ,  a young deer came nnd looked on me while I con- 
tinued mowing. Finding him to continue looking on, I laid down 
my scythe and went townrds him, when he went off o little way- 
I returned ngnin to the mowing, and the deer @n to iits observation. 
So that I several times left my work to go townrds him, and he aa 
often gently retrented. At last when going townrds him, and he not 
regnrdiu his steps, whilst keeping his eye on me, he struck forcibly 
against &e trunk of a tree, and stunned himself so much as to fall, 
when I sprang upon him nnd fettered his legs. From thence I cnr- 
ried him home to my house; a qunrter of a mile, where he was 
killed, to the great benefit of my family. I ~ou ld  relate several 
other acts of pror~idence, of this kind. 

Being nbw in the eighty-fourth year of my nge, nnd the forty- 
sixth of my residence in this country, I can do no less than return 
pmises to the Almighty for the great increase and abundance which 
I have witnessed. My spirit is engnged to su plicnte the continu- P ance thereof; and ns the parents have been b essed, may the same 
mercies continue on their ofspring, to the end of time. 

RICHARD TOWNBEND. 

The Declaration of the Gmrnan fiends oJ -mn, against 
Slaveq, in 1688.' 

Thile the Annals are in the progress of publication, there haa 
been found, for the first time, among the apem of the Philadelphia 
m d p  meeting, of 1686, the 0rig.inal M&. declaration; heing tha 



mt te  addressed to the monthly meeting of Friends, then held nt the 
hou~e. of Richard Worrell, in Dublin toivnship. I t  is in itself a 
&sily, nnd ns such is here published. So intelligible n pnper, 
written by Gettnans, then only four or five yenrs in our county, is 
nomething remarknble in if~elf, viz. : 

This is to the monthly meeting held ILL Richard Wonell's: 
These nre the retisons why we are against the t&c of men's 

body, os followeth : Is there any thnt would be done or handled at 
this mnnner? viz. : to be sold or made n slave for d l  the time of 
his life? How fenrful nnd fint-henrted are many at sea, when they 
see a strnnge vessel, being nfrnid it should be a Turk, and they 
should be taken, nnd sold for slaves in Turkey.. Now whnt is this 
better done, thnn Turks do? Yea, rnther it is worse for them, which 
my they are Christians; for we hear thnt the most part of such 
negers me brought hither ngninst their will nnd consent, nnd that 
many of them nrc stolen. Now though they are blnck,? w e  cnnnot 
conceive there is more liberty to hnve them slnves, ns thnn] it is to b have other white ones. There is n snying, that we s all do to all 
men like ns we will be done [to] ourselves; mnking no difference 
of what genemtion, decent, or colour they nre. And those who 
stenl or rob men, and those who purchase them, are they not all 
alike? Here is liberty of conscience, which is right nnd rensonnble ; 
here ought to be likewise liberty of the body. except of evil-doers, 
which is another cnse. But to bring men hither, or to rob, [steal] 
and sell them npinst  their will, we stand against. I n  Europe, 
there are many oppressed for conscience snke; and here there nre 
thwe oppressed which are of a black colour. And we who know 
thnt men must not cotnnlit ndultery-some do comn~it.ndultery b 
others, sepnmting wives from their husbnnds, and giving them to 
others: nnd some sell the children of these oor creatures to other 
men. Ah! do consider well this thing, you w YI o do it, if you would 
be done in this manner--and if i t  is done nccording to Chrisdnnity! 
You surpass Hollnnd and Germany in this thing. This makes nn ill 
report in all those countries of Europe, where they hear of [it,] that the 
Qua1;era do here hnndel Inen ns they handel there the mule. And 
for that renson some have no mind or inclination to come hither. 
And who shnll tnnintnin this your cause, or plead for it? Truly, 
v.-.: cnnnot do so, except you shall inrortn trs better hereof, viz. : that 
Christinns hnve liberty to practise these things. Pray, whnt thing 
rn the world can be done worse towards us, than if me11 should rob 
or steal us n w ~ y ,  and sell us for slaves to strnnge countries ; sepnmting 
husbands from their wives and children. Being now this .. not 
done in the manner we would be done at, [hy] ; therefore, we con- 

* The rrpy apprehension befors e x p d  by F. D. Postoriun, of b l f ,  while at can, 
in ht commnolc.tion to Govornor Lloyd'm JaughtemV~de the d a l e  Pmla'w, L 
val. L page 618 of this work. 
t A eoloru not tamihr to them, at home, ar nermam. 
YOL.II.-~ P 
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tmdict [oppose], dnd are q r i n s t  this tmf6c of men's body. And we 
who profess that it is not lawful to steal, must, likewise, nroid to 
purchnse such things ss are stolen, but mther help to stop this robbing 
and stealing, if pomble. And such men ought to be delivered out of 
the hands of the robbers, and set free as in Europe. Theu is Penn- 
sylvania to have n good report, instead it hnth now n bad one, for 
this sake, in other countries. Especially whereas the Europeans nre 
desirous to know in what manner the Quakers do rule in theiT pro- 
vince; and most of them do look upon us with an envious eye 
But if this is done well, what shdl  we any is done evil? 

If once these slaves (which they say are so wicked and stubborn 
men,) should join themselves-6ght for their freedom, and handel 
their masters and mistresses, as they did handel them before; will 
these musters and mistresses take the sword at hand and war against 
these poor slaves, like, as we are able to believe, some will not 
refuse to do? Or, have these poor negers not ns much right to fight 
for their freedom, ns you have to keep them slaves? 

Now consider well this thing, if it is good or bad. And in cnse 
you find it to be good to hnndel these blocks in that iilanner, we 
desire and require you hereby lovingly, that you may inform us 
herein, which at this time never was done, viz., that Christians hsve 
such a liberty to do so. T o  this end we shdl be satisfied on this 
point, and satisfy likcwise our good friends and ncquaintnnces in our 
native country, to whom it is n terror, or fearful thing, that men 
sltould be hnndelled so in Pennsylvania. 

This is from our meeting at Germantown, held ye 18th of the 2d 
month, 1699, to be delivered to the monthly meeting at Richard 
Worrell's. 

GARRET HENDERICH, 
DERICK OP DE GRAEFF, 
FRANCIS DANIEL ~'ASTORIUS, 
ABMM OP DE GMRPF. 

At our monthly meeting, at Dublin, ye 3 h h  2d mo:, 1688, we 
having inspected ye matter, above mentioned, and constdered of it, 
we find it so weighty thutwe think it not expedient for us to med- 
dle with it here, but do rather commit it to ye considerntion of ye 
qunrterly meeting ; ye tenor of it being related to ye truth. 

On behalf of ye monthly meeting, 
Jo. HART. 

This, above mentioned, wos read in our meeting, at Phi- 
delpliia, the 4th of ye 4th mo., '88, and wae from thence recom- 
mended to the yearly meeting, and the .above said Derick, and the 
other two mentioned therein, to present the same to ye above mid 
meeting, it being a thing of too great a weight for this meeting to 
determme. 

Signed by order of ye meeting. 
ANTHONY Moaara. 



Thii is a locnlity, marking n boundary line between Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Virginin, much referred to in modem times, by politi- 
cnl disputants, and but little understood by the mass of the people. 

It refers to a line of division between those stntes, run and settled 
w such, by Muson and Dixon, two Eng!ish surveyors who run and 
determined it in the year 1761. Prevlous to that time, it wos a 
subject of frequent controversy, and hard feeliug for many years, 
Setween William Penn and Lord Baltimore and their several suc- 
cessors. from the time of the g n n t  of Pennsylvanin to William - 
Penn, in 1690. 

- 
T h e  king of England made his gmnt of Pennsylvmia to William 

Penn in 1693, beginning at  the 40th degree of north Iatitude up to 
the 4!2d degree-bounded by the Delawnre on the east, and to extend 
westward~ve depees o &ngitude. On the south a previous grant 
had been made to Lo d Baltimore, in 1632, including all of the 40th 
dyree, as far west as the meridian of the "first fountain" of the 
Rlver Potomnc, which made the five degrees of west longitude to 
extend beyond ;Ire meridian of the Potomac. William Penn con- 
ceded the width of a degree to Lord Baltimore, os the older grantee, 
but claimed that portion west of his u~eridian, down to the comple- 
tion of the 39th degree of latitude, five degrees long, nnd from 
thence in a line pnrallel with the River Delaware, in all its mean- 
den, to the 42d parallel of latitude. 

Virginia, meanwhile, claimed, that the western boundary of Penn- 
sylvama should be aparallcl ofJve degrecs west of the River Dela- 
ware, where the 42dparallel ad that stream. This involved, as the 
greut subject of controversy, the rig& to 2h-t PiCC, which had been 
garrisoned by Virginia, as its own domain, in 1752. Their ensign 
and his command of forty men were there captured by the French, 
and then they in turn were made prisoners by Geneml Forbes, act- 
ing for the British government, in 1758. I t  was Rnerwards evncu- 
ated and stood defenceless, until the year 1773; when John Co- 
nally, acting under Lord Dunmore, as the governor of Virginia, 
took pussession. Connlly was arrested as a trespasser, by Arthur St, 
Cla~r? (afterwards a general,) then a justice of the peace for West- 
morelund county. Lord Dunmore, the governor, then contended 
that Pittsburg was fifty miles within the colony of Virginia, to 
which tho Ohio country was supposed to belong. On the other 
hand, the governor of Pennsylvania proved, by surveys, that it was 
rix m i h  within the five degrees of longitude from the River Dela- 
ware, due east from the fort. Connlly, who had given his bond to 
the court, being released on bail, returned to the court at  its sitting, 
on 6th April, 1774; but, to their surprise, brnu ht with him 160 
armed men, and act~~al ly  broke up  the court! h o o p s  were them 
upon raised, and mutual arrests, and releasee by force, ensued for I& 
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time. But nfter much nrutud recriminntiou, n line wns weed upon 
ly unnmissioners, fixing it as it now stnnds. 

T h e  Mnrlylirnd line \vm produced to five degrees of longituile, men- 
sured upon t l~nt prallel, being 399 43' 42' north, und for h e  west line 
of Penusjlvunia n meridian of longitude was drnan to Lake Erie. 
If William Peon's construction of the grnr~t to him had been 
ndopted, the stnte of Ohio would hnve nppronched d h i n  siz miles 
of Piltsburg. 

T o  those who nre minutely c~zrious on the subject, there is n 
lengthened ni~noir by Jnules Dunlop, Eq., published in the pnpers 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, which they may consult 
with profit. See, nlso, the case ns stated by 'YIT. Murrny, of 1737, 
reprinted in Hnzard's Register, vol. ii., pnge 2U0, in 4 p x e s  royal Svo 

Lord Baltimore nllegcd thnt the 40th degree of nonh latitude 
hnd been nscertnined, nnd pnrt of the line run, in IGSI, in p u ~ u -  
nncn of a letter of the king; but Penn denied thnt any such line 
hud been nscertnined. T h e  cluims of M q l n n d  were asserted with 
continued acri~nony, violence and occ.osionnl bloodshed, until they 
were finally nbnndoned in 1760, by h e  mutual ugreernent of the 
pnrtiea. 

The origind ponies hnd two personal interviews in Axericn, but 
with no satisfaction to either of them. At length, in 1666, one im- 
portnnt ste was tnlien by a decision of King James' council, which 
ordered LL J a t  for nvoiding funher diITerences, the lnnd lying between 
the buy of Delaware, and t re  eastern Een on the other side, nnd h e  
Chesnpenke bny on the otl~er, be clitdcled into equal pnrts, by n line 
from Cnpe Henlopen to the 4C)tll degree of north latitude." 

W~tun l  agreelnents were mnde between the succemors or heirs of 
the pnrties, on the 10th hluy, 1732. By this eclehled ogreermenf 
it war, determined, that n seniicircle should be dmnm at twelve 
miles around New Cnst1e;-thnt nn enst and west line ~hould  ha 
drnmu beginning nt Cnpe Wenlopen, (Cnpe Cornelius,) nnd to run 
westrvnrd to the exact middle of the eninsuta; and thence north- 
ward, so ns to form a tnngent with I 1 e periphery of the semicirclo 
nt lScw Castle, drnwn with the mdius of twelve English miles ; nnd 
thnt from such seniicircle, it should be run furher northward, until 
it  renched the same lntitude ns lifteen Englieh miles due eouth of the 
city of Philadelphin ;-nod from the northern point of such line, n due 
west line should be run across the Su~quehn~lna river, and twenty- 
five miles beyond i l l  and to the wefitem limits of Pennsylvnnia, 
when occnsion, nnd the improvements of the country, shouldrepire 
it. This  ngreement, however, became thc subject of much nfter 
litigtion and cnvil, ne rnny be frequently noticed on the records of 
the Minutes of Council, if consulted 

T h e  Penns mere evidently gainers by the agreement, innsrnuch 
ns they mnde no concession of territory; nnd but for it the Mnyland 
claim would hnve reacl~ed so far ns to cover seveml parts of the pre- 
nent counties of Philndelphin, Cheater, Lnncaster, York, Adnme 



Fmnklin, Bedford, Somerset, Fayette and Greene. Finally, the 
matter in dispute, went into Chnncery, and cvm not decided until 
1750, when the lord chancellor decreed a performance of the a d -  

eement, a s  being their best guide and fouudndon, ns a 
measure des Of og eforefmcd by l~:~~seIues.  Some subsequent cavil how- 
ever ensued,-when finally, Frederick, Lord Baldmore, tired of the 
litigntion, entered into nrticles of weenlent with Tholnns and 
sichard Penn, in 1760, which at len,& en'ectually closed all fur- 
ther alCercalion and dispute. 

I n  consequence of such wcernent, Jeremiah Dixon and Charles 
anson were appointed to run the unfinished Iine, in 1761 ; and they 
extended the western line between the two provinces 230 miles, 
marking 130 miles of the same by stone pillars. I t  WIS called in 
subse uent history Mnson and Dironys line," to distinguish it from 9 &he ',' l'empornry Iine," so called,-run in 1739. 

I n  the controversy, it is seen, that William Penn and his success- 
ors manifested the most tnct and pntience-by which they eventu- 
ally made the best of the bargain. Some of the original papers in 
these matters are not now to be found, but the facts in the cnse are 
admitted in our courts, ns evidence withoutproof. 

T o  our forefathers, the Controversy, while it lnsted, wns as stirring 
and exciting, ns n state of actud war, on n small s d e .  

Doctor Thomas C. Jam' account o the discouery and use of 
*nt/u-mite d a l .  

It some time in the autumn of 1804, that the writer and a 
friend started on an  excursion to visit some small tracts of land that 
were joint property on the river Lehigl~, in Northampton county. 
W e  went by the way of Allentown, and, after having crossed the 
Blue mountain, found ourselves in the evening unexpectedly he- 
tvildered in a secluded part of the Mnhoning valley, at a distance, ns 
we feared, from any habitation; RS the road became more narrow, 
and showed fewer marks of hnving been used, winding among 
scrubby timber and underwood. Being pretty well convinced that 
we had missed our way, and, as is usual with those who are wrong, 
unwilling to retmce our steps, w e  nevertheless checked our horses 
about sunsetting, to consider what might be the rnost eligible course. 
At this precise period, we happily saw emerging from the wood, no 
airy sprite, but, what wns much more to our purpose, a good sub- 
stantid German-loolcing woman, leading a cow, lnden with a bng of 
meal, by n rope halter. Considering tbis ns a probable indication of 
our bemg in the neighbourhood of a mill, we ventured to address 
our inquiries to the dame, who, in a language curiously compounded 
of what might be cnlled High and Ilow Dutch, with a spice of Eng- 
lish, made us ultimately comprehend that we were not much above 
a mile distant from Philip Ginter's mill, and as there waa but one 
mad before us, we could not readily miss our way. W e  accordingly 
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proceeded, nnd soon reached thc desired spot, where we met with a 
hospitable reception, but received the uncomfortnble ~ntelligence that 
we were considembly out of our intended course, and should be 
obliged to trnverse n mountainous district, seldom trodden by the . tmveller's foot, to reach our destined port on the Lehigh, then known 
by the nnme of the Landiq ,  but since dignified with the more 
classical ap ellation of husanne.  We were kindly furnished by 
oor host wit f I lodgings in the mill, which was kept going nll night; 
nod as the structure \rns not of the most firm and compnct chnmcter, 
me might almost litemlly be mid to have been rocked to sleep. 
However, nfter having been refreshed with n night's rest, such ns 
it was, and taking hreakfnst with our hospitnble landlord, we started 
on the journey of the day, preceded by Philip, with his axe on his 
shoulder, an implement necessnry to remore the obstructing snplinp 
that might impede the pnssage o i  our horses, if not of ourselves; 
and these we were under the necessity of dismounting and lending 
through the bushes nnd briers of the grown-up pnthwny, if pntb- 
way had ever renlly esisted. 

In  the course of our pilgrimnge we reached the summit of the 
Mnuch Chunk mountnin, the present site of the mine or mther 
qunny of nnthrncite conl ; at thnt time there were only to be seen 
three or four s~nnll pits, which hnd much the ttppenrnnce of the 
commencement of rude wells, into one of which our guide de- 
scended with gent  ense, nnd threw up some pieces of conl for our 
exominntion; nfter which, whilst we lingered on the spot, cantem- 
plndng the mildness of the scene, honest Philip amused us with the 
following nnrrntiite of the originnl discovery of this most rnlunble of 
rninenls, now promising, from its genernl diffusion, so much of 
wealth nnd comfort to n gent  portion of Pennsylvnnin. 

H e  said, when he first took up his residence in thnt district of 
country, he built for himself a rough cabin in the forest,nnd supported 
his family by the proceeds of his rifle, being l i tydly n hunter of the 
back-woods. T h e  game he shot, including bear nnd deer, he car- 
ried to the nenreat store, nnd exchnnged for the other necessaries of 
life. But, at the pnrticulnr time to which he then alluded, he waa 
without a supply of food for his family, nnd nfter being out all dny 
with his gun, in queet of it, Ire was returning t o w ~ d s  evening over 
the Alaueil Chunk mountain, entirely linsuccemful and dispirited, 
having shot nothing; a drizzling rain beginning to fall, nnd the 
dusky night approaching, he bent his course homewnrd, considering 
himself ns one of the most forsaken of humnn beings. As he trod 
elowly over the ground, his foot stumbled ngainst something which, 
by the stroke, wns driven before him ; observing it to be block, to 
distinguish which there wns just light enough remaining, he took it 
up, and ns he had often listened to the tmditions of the country of 
the exhence of coal in the vicinity, it occurred to him thnt this, 
perhnr , might be a portion of thnt "stone coal" of which he had 
heard He  nccordingly corefully look it with Lim to his cobin, 2nd 



Appendix. 519 

tne next day carried rt to Colonel Jacob Weis,  residing at what wm 
then known by the name of Fort Allen. T h e  colonel, who wns 
nlive to the subject, brought the specimen immediately with him to 
Philndelphia, nnd suhmitted it to the inspection of John Nicholson 
and Michael Hille,m, Esqs., and Charles Cis ,  nn intelligent printer, 
who nscertnined its nature and qualities, and authorized the coloriel 
to satisfy Ginter for his discovery, upon his pointing out the precise 
spot where he found the coal. This wvns done by acceding to 
Ginter's proposal of getting through the forms of the patent office 
the title'for a smdl trnct of land which he supposed had never been 
taken up, comprising a mill-seat, on which he afterwards built the 
mill which afforded us the lodging of the preceding night, and wliich 
lie afterwards wns unhappily deprived of by the claim of a prior - -  - - 
survey. 

Hillegns, Cist, Weiss, and some others, immedintely after, (nbout 
the begiming of the year 1792,) formed themselves into what wns 
called the '' Lehigh Coal Mine Company," but without a charter of 
incorporation, and took u p  about 8 or 10,000 acres of, till then, un- 
located land, including the Mauch Chunk mountnin, but probnbly 
never worked the mine. 

I t  remained in this neglected stnte, being only used by the hlack- 
smiths and people in the immediate vicin~ty, until somewhere about 
the year IS06, when William Turnbull, Esq., had an ark constructed 
at  Lausnnne, which brought down two or three hundred bushels. 
This  wns sold to the mannger of the wntenvorlcs for the use of the 
Centre Square steam engine. I t  wns there tried as an experiment, 
but ultimately rejected na unmanngenble, and its character for the 
time being bhted ,  the further attempts at  introducing it to public 
notice, in this way, seemed suspended. 

During the lnst war, J. Cist, (the son of the printer,) Charles 
Miner, and J. A. Chapmnn, tempted by the high price of bituminous 
coal, made an attempt to work the mine, and probably would hnve 
succeeded, had not the pence reduced the price of the article too low 
for competilion. 

T h e  o~erntious and success of the oresent Lehieh Coal and Nnvi- 
giilion c;mpany must be well known'to the c o w 6  ; the writer will 
therefore close this communicntion by stating, that he commenced 
bunling the anthracite cod in the winter of 1804, and has continned 
its use ever since, believing, from his own experience of its utility, 
that it would ultimately become the geneml fuel of this, ns well as 
other cities. 

Doctor John Wdson's account of the First Settlcrs of Bucks county. 

This  account having been wntten as a contribution to the Histori- 
3 1  Society, and having sundry notices of the state and progress of 
anciety, in B u c h  county, from its earliest settlement, may present a 
picture of the pnst, which mny prove interesting to many, viz. : 



T h e  township of Buckingham, ~ituated nenr the centre of the 
county of Bucks, is the largest township in the county, containing 
I S,4SS acres 

S o l e b u ~  lies between Buckineham ~d the river Delnnwe. and 
L, 

corltnius I ~ O *  acres. 
The  ahole of the two townshim in enrlv time wns called Buck 

ir14iam, being a furourite nama with OU; first worthy proprietor, 
Ti%l&mn Petm. T h e  name mas fiat given to the township and 
borough now &led Bristol, but transferred here perhaps about the 
year -, before Cutler's resurvey; by which it appears, that the 
two townships were divided by a north-west line from the lower 
corner of Thomns and John Bye's trnct, extending to the upper 
comer of @ndal Blackshire'e tmct 

It appears, by an enumeration of the inhabitants taken in 1767, 
thnt Buckingham contained 173 dwelli~lg houses, 188 out-houses, 
1173 white inhabitants, and 13 blacks. Solebury, 166 dwelling 
houses, 150 out-houses, 928 white inhabitants and no blacks. 

The  first settlers genernlly m e  from England, and were of the 
middle rnnk, nnd chiefly Friends: many of them llnd first settled at  
the Falls, but soon after removed back, ns it mjs then called, into 
the woods. As they came away in the reigns of Charles, James, 
William and Anne, they brought with them not only the industry, 
frugnlity, and strict domestic discipline of their education, but also 
a portion of those high-toned political impressions that then prevailed 
in Engkmd. 

Friends had suffered much under the Stunrts; and though pro- 
mised much by the Oliverians nnd a republican equality, they ex- 
perienced but little relief from either. They therefore equally dis- 
liked the Presbyterians and the Pretender; and were lopdly attnched 
to the protestant succession in the house of Hanover. 

Many of the early settlers of Bucltingham and Solebury had been 
educated in what may, wirh Eome propriety, be termed good style; 
and though not great scholnrs, yct were great men. T h e  exercise 
of their personnl and mental abilities wns excited into n high flow 
of energy,'by the bold enterprise of settling u new country, under so 
many novel circumstances, of n~uch  importance to themselves and 
their posterity. T h e  women were generally good housekeepers; or, 
nt lenst, their industry and frugnlity made proper amends for what- 
ever might be deficient, in respect to such improvements and refine- 
ments as were not so well suited to their circumstances of mediocrity 
and equality. 

At that early j~eriod, when our forefathen were building log- 
houses, barns, and sheds for stables, and .clearing new land, and 
fencing it chiefly with poles or brush, it has been snid that a hearty, 

f ood 4 1  far each other generally prevailed among them. 
They al stood occnsionnlly in need of the help of their neighbourn, 
who were often situated at  some distance through the wrods. 

Chronic ailments were not so frequent as at present; which was. 



perhnp3, in part owing to the wholesome diet, bristi exercise, lively 
mnnners, nnd cheerful nnd unrefined state of the wind. But acute 
disorders, such ns fevers, in various degrees-those mlled "long 
fevers, dumb ug~es ,  fever-nnd-wes,': sore throats, nnd pleurisies, 
were then much more common than now. T h e  n a t u d  small-pox 
was peculiarly distressing-was mostly severe, and often niortnl- 
nod nothing stnnge that it should be so. T h e  nature of the dis- 
order being but little known, it was very improperly treated by the 
nurses, to whose cnre the manqetnent mns chiefly committed. A 
hot room-plenty of bed-clothes-hot teas--nnd milk punch, or hot 
tiff, were pronounced most proper to bring the eruption out, nnd to 
make it fill well; ~d the chief danger wns apprehended from the 
piltient tnking cold by fresh nir or cold drink. 

As money wns scarce, and labourers few, nnd business o f ~ n  to be 
done that required many hands, friends and neighhours were corn- 
monly invited to mising of houses nnd barns, grubbing,. chopping, 
nnd rolling lop ,  that required to be done in haste to get In the crop 
in senson. Rum and n dinner or supper were provtded on those 
occnsions; and much competition excited in the exercise of bodily 
etrength and dexterity, both a: work and athletic diversions. 

Reciprocal assistance, being rnuch wanted, wns freely dorded and 
grntefully received--nnd notwithstanding the rude and unpolished 
state of mind nnd mnnners that may be expected to have prevailed 
in the first settleni in n wilderness country, and in a much more 
~nnrked degree in those who succeeded nfter them, yet from their 
~nutual wan@ nnd dependencies, the socinl nnd actlve vivacity of 
simple nntore, and perhaps more than all these, from their hearty 
and honest zeal in n religious bias of the mind, n kind nnd unafl'ected 
friendship formed n principd fenture of their genenl chnmcter. 
Their equality of circumstances, sitnilari~y of viewsnnd pursuits, and 
union in religious and civil principles, nod the ncquisition of new 
acquainhnces far from their former connexions, nll tended to unite 
them in habits of socinbility, and to form impressions of sincere 
reprd. 

When false impressions, (or indeed ignomnce,) have once so fnr 
gnined ground as to influence general habits nnd customs on an 
erroneous principle, it requires much labour, nnd a long time to wear 
them ou t  This appears evident in the use that is made of spi- 
ritous liquors nnd tobncco. I t  is probable the first scttlera used these 
nrticles to word off infection; and spirib rincipally to prevent :he 
bnd effects of drinking water to which t ! ey had not been nccns- 
tomed in Europe. They im@ned the air nnd rvater of this hot 
climato to be unwholesome. T h e  inmediate bnd effect of cold 
rvater, when henled with exerciae in surnmer, and the fevers nnd 
agnes which seized many in the autumn, confinned them in this 
opinion; und not having conveniences to make beer thnt would 
keep in hot weather, they nt once adopted tlte pructice of the labour 
ing people in the West Indies, and drank rum. This being coun 
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tenanced by general opinion, and brought into general practice an 
far as their limited ability would admit, bo~lea of rum were handed 
about at  vendues, and mixed nnd stewed spirits were repeat- 
given to those who nuended funemls-- 

&&So fast the growth of what is surely wmng." 

A concern nrose among Friends on the sub'ect, and n stop was put 
LO this evil practice in a short time. 1 dl it evil, becn~~se it pro- 
duced effects that were hurtful in a high degree to individuals, and 
dso to society in gened.  

An act of ilssembly wns passed, prohibiting the giving of spirits nt 
vendzes; and though the law was not much regnrded for nlnny 
yms, and the practice continued,yet this mischievous and dishonest 
pmctice is nlmost wholly disused. 
In enrly times, weddinga were held as festivals; probably in imi 

tntion of such n prnctice in England. 
Relations, friends and neighhours were genemlly invited, some 

times to the amount of oncor two hundred ; a good dinner was pro- 
vided, and a lively spirit of plnin friendship, but mther rude manners, 
prevailed in the compnny. 

They frequently met agnin the next day, and being mostly young 
people, and from under retrnint, pmctised eocinl plays and sports, in 
which they often went to an extreme folly; but in those times such 
opportunities of pton~otiog socinl acquaintance might be in some 
degree proper, though otherwise wrong. 

At births, many good women were collected; wine, or cordial 
waters, were esteemed suitable to the occmion for the guests; but 
besides these, rum, either buttered or made into hot ti& was believed 
to be essentinlly necessary for the lying-in woman. T h e  tender 
infant must be stnitly rolled round the waist with a linen swathe, 
nnd loaded with clothes until he could scarcely breathe; and, when 
unwell or fretful, was dosed with spirit m d '  water stewed with 
spicery. . 

When wheat and rye grew thick and toll on new land, nnd nil 
was to be rut  with sickles, mnny men nnd some women becnmo 
dexterous in the use of them, nnd victory wns contended for in 
many a violen1 trinl; sometimes by two or three only, and Rome- 
times by the whole company for forty or fifty perches. About the 
year 1741, twenty acres of wheat were cut and shocked in hnlf a 
day in Solebury. Rum was drunk in proportion to the hurry of 
business, nnd long intervnls of rest employed in merry and some- 
times angry conversation. 

T h e  imposing authority of necessity, obliged the first settlem and 
their successors to wear n etrong and coarse kind of dress: enduring 
buckskin wns used for breeches and sometimes for jackets; oznn- 
brigs, made of hemp tow, 1s. 6d. per yard, wns much used for boy'a 
nhirte; sometinles flax, nnd flax and tow were used for that purpose. 



and coorse tow for trowsera; a wool hat, s t r o q  shoes, and bmss 
buckles, two linsey jackets, and a lenthern apron, made out the winter 
a p p e l .  This kind of dress continued to be common for the labour- 
ing people until 1750. 

Yet a few, ev'en in early times, somewhat to imitate the trim of 
their ancestors, laid out ns much to buy one suit of fine clothes, as 
would have purchucd two lirmdred acres of pretty p o d  land. T h e  
cut of a fine coat, (now anriqunted,) may be worthy of description. 
Three or four large plaits in the skim-wadding almost like a cover- 
let to keep them smooth-cuffs vully large up to the elbows, open 
below, and of a round form. T h e  hat of a beau wns a good broad. 
brimmed beaver, with double loops, dmwn nearly close behind, and 
half mised on each side. T h e  women, in full mode, wore stiff 
whalebone stays, worth eight or ten dollm. T h e  silk gown much 
plnited in the back; the sleeves nearly twice ns large as the ann, 
m d  renching mther more than half way from the shonltler to die 
elbow-the interval covered with a fine Hollmd sleeve, nicely 
plnited, locket buttons, and long-nnned g!oves. Invention had then 
reached no further than a bath bonnet m~th a cape. 

Something like this wns the fashion of gay people; of whom 
there were a few, though not many, in early times, in Buckingham 
and Solebury. But the whole, or something like it, was often put 
on for wefiding suits. with the addition of the bride being dressed in n 
long black hood without a bonnet There wm one of these solemn 
symbols of matrimony made of near two yards of rich black Padun- 
soy, that wae lent to be worn on those occasions, and continued 
sometimes in use, down to my reniembnnce. Seven1 of these 
odd fnshions were retained, because old, and gradually gave way to 
those thnt were new. T h e  stmw plait, called the bee-hire bonnet, 
and the blue or green apron, were long worn by old women. 

T h e  careful housewifery, and strict domestic discipline of many 
honoumble mothers, hns had an influential effect down to the present 
time; so that whatever there may have been, or thnt now remaim 
as valuable traits of cl~amcter in the inhabitants of these parts of the 
country, is chiefly owing to the virtues of the first settlers; especidly 
in those families, (which are many,) who remain to the present 
time. 

T h e  first adventurers were chiefly members of the Falls meeting; 
and are said to have frequently attended it, and often on foot. I n  
the year 1700, leave was ,pnted by the quarterly meeting to hold a 
meeting for worship at Buckingham ; which nrns first at the house 
of William Cooper, (now John Gillingham's.) They soon after 
removed to the house of James Steiper, (now Benjamin Williams',) 
and in that time, and for some time after, some of those who died in 
the new settlement were buried on his land, I believe near the line 
n   he old orchard : others were taken to the Falls, or Middletown. 

I n  a short time they removed ngain, and held a meeting at  Nathaniel 
Bye's, where his gmndson, Thomns Bye, now lives. 
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I n  thc space of time from the first improvemeut until 130, ye 
hnps a period of more than forty years, many circumsinnces nod 
occurrences may be wonhy of remnrk, and especially the difficulty 
of beginning in the woods. Building a house or cabin, m d  clenrin;, 
or fencing a field to raise some grain, were the first concerns; pro- 
curing fodder for their small stocks was nest to be attended to: for 
this purpose they cut grim in pinins or swamps, often at several 
miles from home, stncked it upon the spot, and hauled it home in 
the winter. 

One of the first dwelling houses yet remnins in Abnhorn Paxson'e 
yard, on the tract culled Willium Croasdnle's, now Henry Pusson's. 
I t  is made of stone, and is dug into the earth where there is a mode- 
rate descent, ahout twenty feet by ten or twelve. At the end front 
iry the south-enst wos a door leading into the dwelling-room for the 
whole family, where there wos a sort of chi~nncy ; and a door at the 
other end, also level with the ground, led into the loft which must 
hare been the lodging room. 

Until a sufficient quantity of gmin wiis nised for themseIres and 
the new-comers, all further supply had to be brought from the Falls 
or Middletown ; and until 1707, all the grain had to be taken there, 
or to Moms Gwin's, on Pennepac below [he Billet, to be ground. I n  
thnt year Robert Heath built n grist-mill on the grent spring stream 
in Solebury. This must have been a greilt hardship-to go so fur 
to mill for more than seventeen years, and chiefly on horseback. It 
was scme time thnt they had to go the same distnnce with their 

lough-irons and other smithwork. Horses were seldom shod ; and 
~10c l a  a pwnd hominy ac r e  a useful invention borrowed from the 
natives. After a11 their care and industry to provide for the winter, 
they must have struggled with many difficulties, and suffered much 
hardship in pnssing orcr thnt tedious and rigorous season, wheu the 
snow wos genernlly de-p, and the winds piercing cold. 

I n  1690 there were many settlements of Indians in these town- 
shipa-one on the lowlands near the river, on George Pownnl19s 
tmct, which remained for some time after he settled there--one 
on James' Skeiper's tmct, near Conkey hole--one on land since 
Samuel Hnrold's-one on Joseph Fell's tmct-and one at  the Greot 
spring, d c .  

Tradition reports that they were kind neighbours, supplying the 
white people with meat, and sometimes with beans and other vege- 
tables; which they did in perfect charity, bringing presents to their 
houses, and refusing pay. Their children were sociahle and fond 
of play. A harmony arose out of their mutual intercourse and de- 
pendence. Native simplicity reigned in i@ greatest exlent. T h e  
difference between the families of the white man and the Indian, 
in many respects, was not great-when to live wos the utmost hope, 
nnd to enjoy a bare sufficiency the greatest luxury. 

About 1704, seveml new settlers arrived; among whom was my 
greatgmndfather, Thomas Watson. His certificate is from Fnrdmv 
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Cmgg, in Cumberlmd, G. B., dated 23d, 7th mo., 1701. His wife 
was Eleanor Pearson, of Probank in Porkshire, and their two sons, 
Thomm and John. H e  fiat settled ut a place then called Moncg 
hill, near Bristol ; and settled finnlly, about 1703 or 1704, on Rosill'n 
four hundred acres in Buch-ingl~am. 

John Watson became the deputy surveyor in this county; and by 
the force of a suitable docility of mind and quickness of perception, 
mther than from constant npplicntion, he acquired among learned 
men the chnmcter of a great scholnr. At the time of his decense, 
which w.w in 1761, he wns employed, in company with Purdie and 
Dixon in running the line between Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
Being seized with the influenzn, m d  having taken cold while in a 
fever, in extremely hot weather, he rode upwards of sixty miles in a 
day to William Blackfan's, where he died. 

It appears in an old account book of my p n d h t h e r ,  Richard 
Mitchel, who had 8 gri~tmil l  and store in Wnght's town, I724 to 
1735, thnt his chnrges are as follows:-wheat from 3s. to 4s. ; rye one 
shilling less; Indian corn and buckwheat, 28.; middling, fine, 7s. 
and 89. ; conr=e, 4.. 6d. ; bmn, 1s. ; d t ,  49.; beef, 2d. ; bacon, 4d ; 
pork wns about 2d. 

Improved land was sold generally by the acre, at the price of20  
bushels of wheat. Thus, wheat 2s. 6d., land 292 10s. ; wheat 3s., 
land 2%; wheat 3s. 6d, land d3 10s. ; whent 5s., land 2 5  ; wheat 
7s. 6d, land 3 7  10s.; whent IOs., land 310.  When provender 
could be procured to keep stock through the winter, milk, butter, 
and cheese became plenty for domestic use. Swine were easily 
raised nnd fattened. Deer, turkeys, and other small p m e  made a 
plentiful supply of excellent provision in their season. Roilst veni- 
son and stew-pies were luxurious dishes, which the hunter and his 
family enjoyed in their log cnbins with a high degree of plensure. 

Having genemlly passed over the em of necessity that attended 
the B r ~ t  settlement, about 1730, and for some time before, they 
mostly enjoyed a pretty good living, were well fed, clothed, and 
lodged ; and though all wns in the coarse way, yet their fare wns 
wholesome and nourishing, their clothes fine enough for labouring 

eo le, and no doubt they slepr ns sound on chaff beds on the floor Po tEe loft, aa they could have done with d l  the finery that the in- 
ventions of later days have introduced. T h e  domestic management 
thnt fell to the share of the women wvm genemlly well ordered. As 
soon ns wool and flax were rnised, they manufactured good linen of 
different kinds and degrees of fineness, drugget, linsey, worsted, kc., 
sufficient to clothe themselves and families; were very industrinus 
and frugal, contented to live on what their present means afforded, 
and were genemlly well qualified to make the most proper use of 
what they had. 

Notwithstsnding the engngementa at home, and tho difficulty of 
tmvelling in those early times, yet visits of friendship were fre. 
quent, not only to relations, but others. On these occnsions, cider, 



metheglin, or small beer, tonst of light biscuit made of fine wheat 
flour, and milk, butter, cheese, custnrds, pies, mnde an afternoon% 
repast. C,hocolate mas sometimes used ; and in lack of other mate  
rinls, the tonst was sometimes made with rum and mnter. For 
common living, milk and bread, and pie, made tlie brenkfns!; the 
milk being boiled, and sometimes thickened in winter; good pork 
or bacon, with plenty of snuce, a whent flour pudding, or du~npl inp,  
with butter and molnsses for dinner; and mush or hominy with mdk 
and butter and honey, for supper. Pies of green or dried npplw 
were the universnl standard of good eating, especially with children. 
When milk mns scarce, small-beer thickened with wheat flour nnd 
an egg, or cider in that way, itlade an ngreeable breakfast. 

Wheat wns the principal nrticle for making money. Bu~ter, cheese, 
poultry, and such nrticles were taken to market on horseback. There 
were but few stores in the neighbourhood, and those kept but few 
articlea 

Most of the original tracts were settled and improved before 1720, 
and in 1730 the lands up  the Neshamony and in Plumstend were 
settled; and in New Britain by Welsh genemlly. Large fields were 

- cleared nnd pretty well fenced; low and swampy lnnd wns cleared 
out for inendow; and but little seed of any kind of foreign gnsr, 
wns sown, as the plough wns seldom used to prepare for meadow-; 
m d  red nnd white clover were only propngoted by manure, after they 
were first somehow scattered about on the new settlement. 

From 1730 to 1750, ns the people were industrious, the land fresh 
m d  fertile, and seasons favoumble, their lnbours were blessed with a 
plentiful increase; so that many plain dwelling houses and good 
barns were built, convenient articles of tiousehould furniture were 
added by degrees, and by the means of productive labour, modernte 
riches incrensed insensibly. T h e  winter of 1740-41 wns very severe. 
T h e  snow wns deep, and lap from the latter end of December to the 
fourth of Mnrch; nnd in the period above mentioned, there wns ge- 
nernlly more snow, and that lay longer on the ,ground through the 
winters, than of latter yenrs. Easterly storms of pretty heavy rnin, 
last.ing mostly two or three days, were also much more frequent. 

Northern lights, I believe, are not so common of lnte yenm os 
formerly; but of this I am not certain. 

Indian corn, not being an article of tmde, wns not attempted to be 
rnised in large quantities before 1750, nor until some years after. I t  
was dressed by ploughing and hnrrowing between the rows, the hills 
all moulded nicely with the hoe when i h e  corn tvns small, and, 
after ploughing, hilled up  ngnin with the hoe. For wheat, open 
fnllom were preferred, which were genemlly ploughed three times 
during the summer; but in this rvny, unless corn and buckwheat 
had preceded, the blue grnas, not being killed, becnme injurious to 
the crop. Hence, what \vmr cnlled doable cropping became com. 
mon; which is sowing oats on the corn-stalk and buckwheat ground. 
and then sowing wheat in the fall. This  practice effectctally killed 



h e  grass, nnd impoverished the land ; lage fields nemg sown, and 
but smnll portions manured. Liming nnswered n good purpose, 
which kept the soil in better henrt; but, on the whole, wheat crop 
were on the decline, growing poorly in the fnll, being enten by lice 
x smdi flies; and, in wet land, being frozen out by the winter 
Mildew and rust sometimes destroyed it nenr hnnest. On d l  these 
accounts, spring grain wns more cultivnted; and, as horses? cattle, 
nnd pork bore n better price, served in part to make up the de- 
ficiency. But the lnnd generally suffered by a bad method of 
forming. 

Before this time, no cross occurrence happened materially to d i s  
a turb the genernl trnnquillity ; every thing, both public and private, 

went on in nn even nnd regular routine ; n~odernte wishes were fully 
supplied ; necessaries nnd conveniences were grndunlly incrensed; 
but luxuries of m y  kind, except spiritous liquors, were rarely 
thought of, or introduced ; either of apparel, household furniture, or 
living. Farm carts were hnd by the best farmers. Thomns Cnnby, 
Ricllnrd Norton, Joseph Lnrge, Thomns Gilbert, and perhaps n few 
more, had wngons before 1745 ; and a few two-horse W0gOnS from 
then to 1760 were introduced; some who went to market had 
light tongue-carts for the purpose. These were n poor mnke-shift, 
ensily overset, the wild tenm sometimes ran away, nnd the geam 
often broke. John Wells, Eq., was the only person who ever hnd 
a riding chair. He nnd Mattl~ew Hugl~cs were the only justices of 
the pence, except Thomas Cnnby, who held a commission for n 
short time; and there were no taverns in the two tomships, except 
on the Delnwnre, nt Howell's nnd Coryell's ferries, (which' wns 
owing probably to the disposition nnd mnnners of the inhnbitnnts,) 
and b u ~  one distillery n short time. 

The preceding nccount will apply with genernl propriety to the state 
of things until 1754, when nwnr bqnn between Englnnd and France 
concerninglnnds on tbe west nod north-west of Pennsylvania. Col. 
Whshington was defented nnd tnkcn prisoner on Wills' creek; and, 
in the ensuing summer General Brnddock nvns defented nnd killed 
in thnt country. When the Indians nttncked the frontiers of thie 
province, four or five hundred thoumnd pounds were granted in a 
few years for the king's use; money wns dso sent in from Englnnd 
to pc~rchase provisiooo, nnd in general the war introduced a more 
plentiful supply of cash. Trade nnd improvements were proportion- 
ably advanced ; the price of nll kinds of produce wns increased, 
wheat wns from six shillinge to a d o h  n bushel, and n lnnd tax 
was raised to sink the debt; yet the burden wns not sensibly felt, oa 
there was such on incrensing nbility to bear it. 

Bs the qunndty of cnsh increased during the war, so dso there 
wns n much larger importation of foreign goods. Bohea tea and 
wfee becnme more used, which were not often to be found in nny 
farmer's house before 1760. Ten, in pnrticular, sprend and prevailed 
almost universally. Hnlf silks nnd calico were common for women's 



wearing; rnrious modes of silk bonnets, silk nnd fine linen neck- 
hnndkerchiefs; in short, dmost every article of women's clothing 
was of foreign ~nnnufacture. T l ~ e  men wore jackets and breechea 
of Renpl ,  nankin, fustian, black everlasting, cotton velvet, as the 
fasl~ion of the season deterr~~ined the point, which changed almoa 
every year. House1:old furniture was ndded to, both in quantity 
and kind; and hence b e p n  the murked distinction between rich 
nd poor, or nther between new-fashioned nnd old-fnshioned, which 

hos continued increasing ever since. T h e  first beginning wns by 
imperceptible degrees; I believe ten nnd calico were the chief 
initiating nrticles. Ten was a convenient treat on nr, nfternoot~'~ 
visit, eaaly gotten ready at m y  time; nnd c:dico n light ngreealie 
dress that would bear washing. On the whole, plrsent cnlcdation 
decided against hon~espun of almost every kind, nnd in favour of 
foreign manufactures, which were to be had in the city, or in country 
stores, so cheap, and often on credit 

T h e  subject of old and n e v  fashion bore a considerable dispute, at 
least, how far the new should be introduced. Some showed by their 

nctice thnt they were for going as for ns they could ; so~ne  slopped 
Rdf !my; and a few, trying to hold out as long ns they could, r e r e  
not to be won upon by any means more likely to prevail than Ly 
the women, who had a strong nversion to appenring singular; so 
that at the present time, and for these twenty years past, there ore 
but few men, and fewer n70nlen, left os perfect patterns of the 
genuine old-fnshioned sort of people. 

&ate of the County  at Szcutam, Pottsvillc a n d  IlZauck C h u m  
in 1829, as seen, and journalized by an observer. 

T h e  $IS. from which this is taken, being a picture of t h i n 3  ne 
they were, and from which they are continually chnnging by pop! 
lntion and improvement, may serve to preserve some tokens of their 
former wilderness state, to wit: 

On Monday, 3d August, 1629, I started in the mail stage, at three 
o'clock A. JZ., for Rending. Found n full company of agreeable 
travellers-went twenty-six miles to Troy'e, to breakfast Giving 
time for a devouring uppetite. 

W e  approached Rending by 11 o'clock. High hills and moun- 
bins seem to encircle it. We look down upon it as in n vole below 
us. I t  covers n wide extent of ground, nnd presents n mixture of 
log houses nnd finely built three story brick buildings. T h e  place 
hns an air of business. 

The  first hotel there was the house of Conrad Weisser, seen In 
1E29, as the little white store of Geneml Keim, on the corner 
of Callowhill nnd Penn streets, and since replnced by o great new 
house of fashion. It nvos at thnt place thnt C. Weisser, os Indinn 
agent, used to deliver the Indian presents-here the n7nr song of the 
savage was sung, the war dance wound down, nnd the cnlttmet of 
pence wa smoked. T h e  house wns built enrlier than the town 



Here I took my seat for Lebn~rotl-to go along the line of the 
Union canal through the Tulpehocken country. T h e  Tulpehocken 
country nmging dong  the line of the creek, to Lebanon, is a rich 
valley country, with high mountains in h e  dishnt view. T h e  
cultivation and scenery always fine. This  was the imourite lwme of 

Indians, imd of their supplanters, the Germans. T o  this Iand 
went Conrad \Veisser,the Indian interpreter,, he settled his fm at 
the present Womelsdorf, where we arrived at  half-past two o'clock- 
a town chiefly of log houses, on n rising ground. There I inquired 
for Weisser-he has been buried there many years-his grandson is 
d l  there--Old Willick Seltzer, now dive there, remembers to hare 
seen and tallied with Conrad. H e  was a good man, the favourite of 
the Indians, who invited him to go and settle at their home. C 
Weisser, as magistrate, married thefirst German minister there. T h e  
present aged Reverend William Hendel is said to have many facts 
of the primitive settlers. T h e  whole face of the country looks 
G m n - - a l l  sperk that language, and but very few can speak Eng  
lish. Almost all their houses are of squared logs neatly fmmed-of 
two stories high. They look to the eye like u Wilmington stripes," 
for the taste is to white-wash the smooth mortar between the l o p  
but not the logs themselves, thus making the houze in stripes of 
alternate white, and dusky wood colour. Much I wanted to make 
every house entirely white, with the white-wash of their nbounding 
lime. T h e  barns were large and well filled, generally constructed 
of squared l o p  or stone, but d l  the roofs were of thatched s tm7o-a 
novelty to my eye-said to lnst fifteen years. Their house9 were 
shiqled with lapped shingles. Saw no stately or proud mansions, 
but all looked like able owners. This character of houses and 
barns, I found the same throughout my whole range of tour. 

As I rode through the Tulpahocken, much I thought of the 
former Indian owners- 

'6 Whose hundred bands . 
Ranged freely o'er those shaded lands, 
Where now there's scarcely left a trace, 
To mind one of that tawny race." 

Some few of them still clung about their former home ~ l l l  the 
period of the Revolution, and then suddenly withdrew. How it 
surprises the mind LO consider the present rich harvest fields, decked 
all over with houses--cnnals and turnpikes running through former 
wilds. This in a place which in 1755, after Bmddock's defeat, wns 
so new, so frontier, so possessed by the Indians, that 11le mossncres 
and ravages there were dreadiul-one little girl was found alive, of 
eir years of oge, who had been scalped. The  city gazettes of the 
day teemed with occounts of Indian devastations, at Tulpahocken- 

* Elm Proud'# Elstory. Post and Tedyuscunk, and Indim dopped them, in 176% 
o a t  at Fort Huntcr, on the Buaquehnnna. 
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in Be~ks-in ISonliampton--scaring the inhabitants into such towns 
as Laxaster, EUSIOII, &c. T h e  story mn that 1500 French and 
Indiars were encwnped on the Susquehnnnu, only thirty miles above 
the present Harrisburg! 

I found all the q e d  with whom I talked, in my mvels, had In- 
dian stories to relate when questioned. Nenr Pine grove is M aged 
womnn now, who wns nine yeors a prisoner with the Indians from 
that neighbourhood. 

A11 the po ulntion we see are Germans of come manners and 
educntion. Bninforrned ns they me, they are pomerful enough in 
the interior to sway the election, ~d to give us k n  mkrs. 
This seems strange to contemplate, ns we were originally English - - 
colonists. 

We arrived nt Lebanon at h d f - p t  four o'clock, P. M., a lnrge- 
looking modern town-having a large court-house, prison, nnd three 
churches with steeples-the whole of n city aspect Even here tho 
talk of the street wns still German, nnd occneional English. 

This pIace is famous now as the Summit level of the Union ca- 
nal. I found the whole region a very plain. Sip miles of the 
mnal here wns cut through hnrd limestone rock, found a little below 
the surface ; it lenked greatly-they resorted to cloy nnd puddling ; 
finally planked the whole six miles IU tight ns a tub ! A very ex- 
pensive concern ! 

MI dong my rides, I noticed every where fields strewed with flax 
Inid to dry-for every where Germm women still use the spinning 
wheel ! Cheapness of manufactured goods will not allure t h  
from their olden habits of mnking homemade stuff& 

I start along the Union canal, on foot-go by the celebrnted tun- 
uel cut out of d i d  rock, through a hill. There I bathe in the 
cnnnl ; finally see sixteen descending locks in seven miles--reach 
MIS. Jeffries' good brick house, cnllcd " Mount Union hotel," nenr 
the romantic banks of the Swatnrn. There see a long and deep 
reservoir, used ns a'' feedcr," by water works there, which by steam 

wer pump up and send buck the water before used at the Summit &. I t  is sent bnck by n fmmed trough six miles long! A 
good supper and bed here were chnrged only 29. 6d. ! From the 
mount near here, I looked northward over a very richly cultivated 
plain, formed along the stream of the Swntnn. I t  hnd mountnine 
nenr i t  It lay in squnres of various coloured ficlda, like the sectione 
of a chequer board. From the cnnal here issued forth a beautiful 
catornct of forty feet, tumbling into the Swntam, nearly dmined out 
below. 

Having h a r d  much of the great feeder, formed in the gap of 
the Blue mountnine, a few miles off, I 'started before sunrise to go 
nlong the line of the mnnl lending to it, by Jones' town, four mil- 
of. This I also undertook m foot. I t  gave me much better chnnca 
of observation and the means of keeping close to the mnal. I t  lei, 
through a romantic looking country, of dlternate moods and farme 



dong the margin of the Swatara. I every where found more nJLG 
mtwn than I had expected. At len,& I was much charmed, when 
I expected no such art of man, to see nt a distance, gleaming tlirou~h 
the trees, a kind of magnificent bridge across the Swatara, which on 
nearer approach proved to be a fine aqueduct to the a n d ,  over 
mhich I went to the opposite side. Afterwards I pnssed a well finished 
bridge, at Jonesy town ; I saw at a distance the place where the dam 
of the feeder was forming between the base of the two mountains-- 
closhg in the Swatam fifty feet deep, three-fourths of a mile wide, 
and seven miles long! A big d n i r  indeed! An expeuse hereafter 
to be avoided, by inclined planes, as at  Morris canal. 

About forty houses in Jones' town, and a steepled church, on a 
level ground. Some locust trees before old houses. 

Here I sought o horse and dearborne to convey me to the Blue 
mountain paes. Went through Stump town, a small log house 
town--rich and cultivated, in the county of Lebanon. A11 Germans, 
none dong the road couldanswer me in English. They are a heavy, 
toilsome m c e a w  =omen at thrashing-heard no where the songs 
of the nursery-no mothers joyful with their children, all was dull 
nnd moneymaking. 

I went across the Blue mounmin on foo tA was desirous to fed, 
ria well as see its slow ascent and deaceut. It  took about four to 
five miles to get acrosa it, although itself at the lowest point leading 
to Pine grove" The whole of it was covered with broken frog- 
ments of big stones and forest trees growing between-seemed a 
good den for rattlesnakes, but I saw none, nor any kind of trace of 
wild nnimals! At meridinn L reached the summit of the mad, and 
snt me down on a stone in the shade, and there wrote this page of my 
book on tlre Blue nunutlains ! 

The tops of hills below me, covered with woods, look like a level 
vale covered with green velvet, and fields between of various culti- 
vated hues. I hear distant dogs bnrk, cows low, and shee bleat, 
and tinkle. See readily at forty miles' distance, where all the g orizon 
seems bordered and shut in by green mountains towering as my 
own,and through these are occasionnl ' passes,' where I see still further, 
twenty miles or more, to other mountam, blue with distnnce. From 
this resting stone, where I sit, once looked out the Indian wanderer, 
looking abroad as from the home of his Great Spirit From henco 
they saw their smoking wigwams-knew their corn fields, and felt 
the love of thoit homes. In such still regions as this: they sought 
the bear and deer. All this walk over the mountain waa through 
constant shade of lofty trees. The country towards Pine grove, 
after my descent, was in good tillage. 

As I CIUSS another branch of the Swatara, observed another in- 
stance of the ~is~ia l  bungling signs of the county, all done by coun- 
try artists "unknown to fame." Here I read on a finger post, 
LL PEINT aRoF," which, being interpreted, stood for Pine 
I before observed a sign lettered thus, to wit: Sheuin wor f'-! & a1 
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\mgonsy -which stood for d l  kinds of wngon work nod home 
shoeing! All the usual signs of inns, with heads of generala, 01 
horses, bulls, or bears, were clumsy daub, often marking the genius 
of the host himself. 

Wednesdny, 5th August,-begon this day before sunrise, bg 
walking four riiiles to Schuylkill Haven, all along n O O ~  road ~d 

t t  among fnm~s-feel rejoiced to see myself so near to e head of the 
Schuylkill nnvigntion. Here tbought of Penn, when he first re- 
joiced to see the Schuylkill, near to Philadelphin-looked forward 
to its future usefulness in uniting our commerce to the Susquehnnna 
Yet little he or they then knew of the region where I now stnnd 
and ponder. How often, and I~ow mnny Indians, but hdf n centuF 
ago, were familinr with this wnter as their favourite haunt-nenr here 
I see the canal, n work every where reducing savoge wildness to 
level or   nod el led paths, Qc. Along this I make my wdk, all ia 
still in early mom, the eongsters of the grove are vocd, the sun juet 
begins to gild the scene, and to give brillimce to the dew drops- 
canal bonts are moving to and fro, the rush nnd fall of waters nre 
henrd in the locks, the boatmen's horns resound-half-tunes ore blown 
abroad, and all the scene opens on the senses, from my former silent 
walk, iike the spells of enchant men^ As I proceed nlong a well- 
beaten a n a l  path, pnssing lock nfter lock, and bonts after boats-I 
see much romantic beauty and scenery, down the acclivity beneath 
my walks, in the closely adjacent and continuous Schuylkill, which 
here for a long diatnnce ndhem closely to the cnnnl. As I ap- 
proached to Mount Carbon, the high hills come in view-in 1irr.e 
they surrounded me; and when I reached the proper Iandityplace, 
or the head of the nnvigntion, I see myself in n busy town, nt the 
water side, and at tbe narrow bose of mountnins of 1000 feet in 
height, covered d l  over with woods. Wagons nppenr nll along the 
road, dmming conl to the Innding-there are grent whnrves for its de- 
posit, and bonts about them to convey it to Philndelphja Several 
warehouses, numerous bonts building on the stocks--rill noise, bustle 
and enterprim. Ouwnrd half a mile in ascending line, come to the 
genenl town cnlled Poftsuille, named nfter the originnl proprietor, 
whose blitzing filmace still is there for melting ore and casting iron 

Took my breakfast at eight o'clock, at Troutrnan's hotel, where 
I found my vuiisc of clothes, before sent on from Reading. 

Portsville is another h h e s t e r  in rapidity of rise ; seems' to be 
now ti town of 100 houses, and constantly ndding, buildings nre 
svery where going up. I t  is a high ground, but in front and real 
Lose shut up with conl mountains of 1000 feet high. The  Sharp 
nountilin and its mnge is ever in the eye-wch city people 
here, all the storekeepers ore from cities; no German chnracten 
I~erc, snve among the wngoners of the coal, and the country visiters. 
The Schuylkill is in sight, then hides itself between the mountaim 
Then I visited several conl mines ; the North American wns worked 
irlto 1700 feet, others usudly 600 or 700 feet. I snw the process 



of the railwny cars. T h e  houses are genernlly plastered in imitn 
tion of stone, or white, and severnl are of brick; lots and houses 
bring great prices-mnch specdation nbrmd in lots nnd in cod  
ncres. Only one old hg house in the place, some are of white 
frnme. Sow two mttlesnnkes which had been killed in the neigh- 
bourhood. T h e  hotels here are large. T h e  cod wagons nre con- 
stantly going dong the street, making it block thereby. A rail road 
is forming dong the river, on the other side, which will lnke off this 
nnnoynnce. A11 the wnversntion here n t  present is about conl- 
one Gothic church, Presbyterian, nnd one Roninn chnpel. 

Lively nnd business like as is the present PotEsrrille, the lnnn is 
now living here, John Boyer by nnme, an old rerolu~ionnry soldier, 
now in his eightieth year, born nnd'reared at the present Schuyl- 
kill Haven, in which neighbourhood, he had often been en,gged 
in resisting the predatory invasions of the Indinns. T h e  country 
nround him wns long a wilderness, and was ofien the scene of bloody 
mnssncre, much of which he had seen with his own eyes. 

An old Indim wnr-path, lending from the tribes north of the SUE- 
quehnnna, crossed the mountain nt Portsville, m d  the few settlers 
who had brnved nll danger, m d  had pitched their cabins in the 
midst of such perils, were forced to struggle desperntely a t  times, to 
save the s d p s  of their families from the knife. Fort Henry once 
stood nt the hend of the Swntnrn, nt the foot of Kittnning. 

On Thursdny, 6th August, early in the morning, I stnrted from 
Pottsville in n denrborne, bnving Mr. L. ne R companion, to go 
across to the uXung Chung" conl mine. said to be twenty miles off 
by the shortest route, over nn unfreqzmted road, much in prirni~ive 
wildnerrs. W e  hnve no guide, but nre told to go between the 
Shnrp nnd Erond mountain mnge, till we reach our end. We pnss 
Port Cnrbon, Middle Port, and Upper Port, on Scbuylkill ; towns 
now onpaper, but intended to rivnl Pottsville, by their coal regions; 
they hnve only o house here nnd there. I nm told Maiden creek 
wns a Ontnlnunee." This ride wns through wild regions, over hills 
and down into mvinee, nnd here nnd there R fnrn~, or sow-mill. T h e  
lost third of our route was rougher and ruder, much woode-cypress 
swnmps, high hills, Tuscnrom mountnine, Wild-cnt niountoins, 
Panther creek-wild names! T h e  road almost obliterated with 
bushes-had often to get out nnd wnk  beside our denrbome. We 
bre&fnsted at Middle Port, n hnlf-way house. Along here is form- 
ing n mil road, down to Pottsville. T h e  Schuylkill here is dammed 
across for Cosner's saw-mill, a good head--Schuylkill hns two heads, 
being g,n'ngs, ench eight miles ofF. W e  np in  passed another 
brunch of the Schuylkill, near another Casner's snw-mill, and there 
we undressed and bathed in the streom ; after this our progrea wna 
very wild. Broad mountnins nnd Sharp mountnins 1000 feet 
high, on either side, and our way dong o wilderness suited for deer, 
and lenther stockingy' hunters. It wns d l  n plnce to interest the 
fenlings or any unnccustomed eye; yet, in this lonely region, we 
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once in n while broke upon some Germnn cottage. I n  one of 
these we mode a dinner of b rad  nnd milk, and fed our IJOM. We 
did not hurry, we rnther walked our way; early in he  afternoon we 
reached the Mung Chung conl rnouncnin. I t  was on the summit 
of a Bnt mountain, 1000 feet high, and nine miles fro111 the village 
of Mung Chung. Here the mine mns all qunmed open, forming a 
grent open area of five ncres, quite different from tho% itt Pou~ville, 
which go info the side of the mountain, working the #ny by a sub- 
terraneous pnrh, &c. Here the region is denuded of trees. Houses 
for the miners make a smnll town. After seeing nll che strnnge o p e  
rntions, and much ingenuity in mnchinery, kc., we join the cars to 
mnke our descent on the mil. We began our d a e n d i n g  career in 
~ e v e r d  divisions, fourteen cn; to ench coal dimion; I chose my 
lot with the mule division-twelve of these were iu cnrs, three m~lles 
abrenst, munching their hny, while we went off ten miles an hour, 
and sometimes, for chnnge sake, at twenty miles-could go at su ty  
miles, and more. This is n very grnteful ride, eo rapid, feel eo 
much air, and yet see trees so still-go along the side of n declining 
mountain, and see down amidst trees far below us; or over to other 
high mountains beyond us. 88 we proceeded we saw gathering 
vnpour rolling along the ridge of mountnins, and curling and circling 
to the vole below; then a g e n e d  mist succeeded, nnd quickly rnin 
in pelting patter cnnie over us, wetting us beyond our wishes. On 
the whole we got on well enough, nnd descending by the hill from 
the stopping place, we came to Kimball's capricious nnd elegant 
hotel in time to sit down to a welcome supper, with a company of 
about thirty ladies and gentlemen. T h e  house is three stories-hne 
two ranges of gnlleries. It is set into the bnae of an impending 
mountain 900 feet above i~ 

On the opposite side of the Lehigh is a mount, 900 feet in 
height, nnd the canal along its bnse; near the bridge is o dam 
across the river. Looking up or down the river is very picturesque ; d 
the scenery is very romantic. A grist-mill of great power is in the 
town, and two or three saw-mills. T h e  bont-building ie n curiosity, 
Here four men mnke a coal ark for twenty-five tons of cod, in 
thirty minutes! They plnne the jointa of the pine boards, with a 
plane of nine irons, turned, to give it power, by a crnnk; twenty 
spikea of six inches length are driven home at n stroke, one nt n time ; 
every thing in this region shows invertion, so much so, thnt it looks 
like enchantment, and Josinh White himself is the great wiznrd ! 
At his house, on the side of the Itill, he hns a deer pnrk. T h e  rush 
and roar of the water here are sensible to the ear dny and night. T h e  
river goes up seventeen miles higher to Pine swamps, whence they 
send down mtb, on which lndies and gentlemen make plenannt 
parties. Every thing here delights lodies, there is so mt~cb adven- 
ture-looking hazardous, but without hnrm ; for t h  to descend on 
are--or on rnfte over rnpids, is very exciting. While 1 write 
now under a fotest shade, at  my hotel, I see up the river, ladiw 
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but the beor evidetlrly gtit~ed in the rnce till he  come to a brush 
fence, m d  not being nble to climb it with su5cient expedition, d rop  
ped the dying pig in ortier to secure himself. Mr. E. S. was chop 
ping on liis land, when one of his hogs wns taken near by. Afta 
a severe contest with clubs, Mr. S. recovered the body of his hog, 
and, using it ns a bait, nfterwnrds caught the offender in n tnp. An- 
other seized n full grown hog belonging ro A. W new by, and no t  
withstanding men were near nod ~nnde  close pursuit, he  canied it ?Ff 
without difficulty. 

When Mr. E. C. lisved in his log house, his hogs were fed acroas 
the road at a trough in the field. One morning, as he returned 
from feeding them, n large benr fell upon the hogs before he had 
renched tl-e house. By the time he hnd seize& his rifle nnd re- 
crossed thc road, the beor had secured one, and ns he rose, prepnm- 
to to n retreat, received n bullet in the chest. H e  then let the hog 
fdynnd made fiercely nt Mr. C.; but, in mnkiog on e8ort to &ale the 
bars, fell backwnrd nnd died. 

Mr. J. C. and his dogs fell in with one of n modernte size, while 
trnversing the woods in search of horses. An enggement followed 
in which the bear had nppnrently the n d m s q e .  T o  on e d y  
settler, the loss of a dog, his companion and faithful sentinel, was a 
misfortune that dected, not only his interest, but the beat feelin P of his henrt. Mr. C. had nothing in hand but n bridle, and cou d 
therefore bring no weapons to the nssismnce of his friends but such 
dry clubs ns lny about him. T h e  nnimnl paid very little nttention 
to these, but at length finding n young sapling, he broke it into a 
good stick, and mannged to we eeveml hnrd knocks repeatedly on 

and the dog relensed. 
8; the s a n e  spot, just behiud t e ear. By this means he wm killed. 

By the nssistance of a lnrge and valuable wolf dog, Mr. D. P. 
and Mr. D. F. killed one with clubs and stones. 

If the body of n hog was recovered partly eaten, the snme beru 
could genernlly be taken in n t n p  within the next twenty-four hours. 
He invariably -eturned for the remninder, nnd showed little or no 
sagacity in avoiding his fate. For this purpose n heavy steel trap 
was used, with smooth jaws, and rr long tlrng chnin, with iron claws 
nt the extremity. I t  was not fnstened to the spot, because the great 
strength of the nnimnl would enable him to free himself, but as he 
ran, nfier heing snared, the claws w o ~ ~ l d  catch upon the brush, re- 
tarding his flight, and leaving n distinct tmil. H e  was genernlly 
overtnken within two miles, exhausted of strength. Here the d q  
were first nllowed an opportunity to exhibit their cournge nnd nn. 
turn1 animosity, before the rifle put nn end to his degradation nnd suf- 
ferings. I n  these conflicb, if the shackles were upon his hind legs, 
'eaving the fore paws free, there were but few dogs desirous of 0 
close combat the second time. 

In  the winter, the inhnbitonts of this and the udjoining township 
determined to make an effort to clenr the country of the bear and 



of the wolf at the mnie time. There were four cL.iues, or lnrge 
hunts, orgnnized during the winter. They were frequently got up 
in the new country by those who were not professed hunters, for the 
purpose of tnking a few deer ~d turkeys, then so common. A large 
tmct of wild Innd, the hnlf or fourth of a towuship, was surrounded 
by lines of men, with such intervds thllt ench person could see or 
hew those next him, right nnd left. T h e  whole acted under the 
command of n cnptnin, m d  at lens* four subordinates, who were 
genernlly mounted. At a signal of tin horns, or trumpets, every 
mnn ndvanced in line townrds the centre, preserving an equal dis- 
tnnce from those on either hnnd, and mnking as much noise ns pmc- 
ticable. From the middle of ench side of the exterior line, a blazed 
line of trees wns previously marked to the centre ns a guide, and 
one of the subofficers proceeded along each as Lhe march progressed 
About a hnlf or three-fourths of n mile from the centnl point, o 
ring of blazed trees was made, and a similar one at the ground of 
meeting, with a diameter a1 least equal to the greatest rifle nnge. 
On arriving nt the first ring, the advancing lines hnlted till the com- 
mandant mode a circuit nod snw the men equally distributed nnd all 
the gnps closed. By this time a herd of deer might be occnsional!y 
seen driving in affright from one line to another. At the signal, 
the ranks move forward to the second ring, which is dmwn around 
the foot of an eminence, or the mnrgin of on open swamp or lnke. 
Here, if the drive hns been a successful one, gen t  numbers of tur- 
keys may be seen flying among the trees awav from the spot Deer, 
in flocks, sweeping around the ring, under an i n c a n t  fire, pnnting 
and exhausted. When thus pressed, it is difficult to detnin them 
long within the ring. They become deepernte, nnd make for the 
line nt full speed. If the men nre too numerous and resolute to 
give way, they leap over their hends, nnd 1111 the sticks, pitchforka 
and guns mised to oppose them. By o concert of the regulnr hunt- 
era, gaps nre sometimes mode to nllow them to escape. T h e  wolf 
is now seen skulking through the bushes, hoping to escape observn- 
tion by concealment If  benra ore driven in, they dnsh through the 
brush in a q e  from one pnrt of the field to another, regardless of 
the shower of bullets playing upon them. After the @me nppeare 
to be mostly killed, a few good marksmen nnd dogs scour the ground 
within the circle to stir up whnt may be conceded or wounded 
This over, they ndvnnce *in to the centre with n shout, d q d n g  
along the carc~~ssea which have fnllen, for the purpose of mnking a 
count. p h e  foregoing facts wero communicated by n friend.] 

Wolves mere taken with difficulty in steel tmps, but more readily 
in log pens, prepared like the roof of a house, shelving inwnrds on 
all sides, and conlaining the half devoured carcnea of a sheep, upon 
which they had made a previous menl. T h e  wolf easily clambered 
up the exterior side of the cabin, and entered at  the top, which wna 
left open; but once fairly within it, he  could neither escape ot 
throw it down. 
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Turkeys were taken in square pens, mnde of lighter timber, nn6 
covered nt the top. They en~ered at nn open door in the inside, 
which wns suspended by a string that led to n cntch within. Thir  
string and catch were covered with chaff, which induced them to en- 
ter, m d  while engnged in scrntching about the chutl' to get at the 
grain mingled with it, some unlucky compnnion would strike the 
catch and let the door down behind them all. 

Sea-shore waferingplnces-Chpe Jlay-long Beach, &c., 18223 

W e  nre enabled by access to some MS. journals, tc uortrny in some 
degree,n formerstateof the seaahore wntenng plnces, wbict. 3 u y  serve 
to mark thinw ns thev were. to those who shall come nfter ua. and mnv 
behold th ing  in nnoiher Gpeet of improvemeut and l u x u j ,  to wit! 

These pages shd l  be appropriated to cntch some of the flceting 
iniuges nnd things, which mny flit ncross the mind or press upon the 
sight, in an intended excumion to the sea-shore, nt Cape Island. 

Behold us snfely pushed off from the whnrf, and going at  n rnte 
of ten lniles an  hour! What variety of imnges crowd upon the 
mind! We turn to friends nt home, nnd instinctively sigh farewell 
-we think how far we  shnll be off nt the close of the day, and the 
new society we must encounter. W e  look nmong the numerous 
pnssengers, (forty of different sexes,) nud feel that we form opinions of 
our compnnions from our transient glances nt their exterior. Some 

, we recognize ns plain mber persons; others, as young nnd sprightly 
dashe-11 nnticipnting the fulfilment of their several hopes. Here 
and there a pnle languid frnn~e indica~es its forlorn hope from a 
sen bnth-doing what they cnn to nrrest the tide of their ebbing life ; 
others, nll nerve and sinew, seem going to mnke life more sportfui. 
Whnt sigh& of ships, bonts, nnd busy life upon the wnters! How 
independent we feel whilst thus conscious that the mighty frnme ot 
such n ponderous vesel is set in motion, with d l  the men thereunto 
connected, to minister to our plensures and to ow comforts. What 
elepnce in such a vessel of nccommodntion and comforts! B o w  
rnpidly the p m e d  objects fade from the view--and with what in- 
terest we look nhend to diecern the new thin? brenking upon our 
vision! With whnt remnrkoble ease nnd qulet, the cnptain $1 es 
nnd executes his orders and purposes. A slit$ of equal magnitude 
could only be urged on with n lond of curses. No swenring in t h i ~  
vessel! There is something sublime in contemplnting this wondo 
of the genius of E t c h  and Wtm, mnking such n mighty fnbric fly 
like a dart through the pressing wnves. Mnn " shall have dominion" 
over nll the things which God has mnde. How destructive an 
element is fire, and yet to whnt purposes of s tean~,  of henlth, warmth 
nnd comfort, does it not minister! 

As me paw in rnpid succession the fleeting objects, I remember 
my im ressions, respecling the wm-9 things, when a lnd; I per- 
wive t ! at  all the plnces on the Delawnre then appeared of more 



irnpomncc than they do now-and even grenter-hilla looked 
bigger then. 

We come off the high l a d  of CYwistia~, seen at a long dig 
tance-it;l extreme verdure nnd proper mixture of woods and fields in 
very benutiful to the eye. Ita gradual elevntion from the river pre- 
sents a very interesting scene, and mnkes us surprised thnt in such - benudful scenery, there should be no nppeamnce of elegance, aa of 
eountry seats, in the mansions, &c 

Come to at New Cnstle--a number of sen vessels nt anchor here. 
The spire to one of the churches, although lain, in very conspicuous 

fl at a grent distance on the wnter. Went as ore, into the lnaln front 
street, to see the house built in 1657, after the mnnner of the housea 
in Hollmd, of brick mid to hnve been then imported from thence. 
The  bricks nre very small, yellowish, nnd now rough-urst with plaster. 
I t  presents its gnble-end to the front street-the roof is remnrkably 
steep, mnking two stories in itself. The  end wdls ore higher thnn 
the roof, and have regulnr step on their upper surface nbove the roof. 
The  yeor, 1687, is in iron letters, us clamp, on the front wall. One 
feels a sentiment of venemtion at seeing such a vestige of mtiquity. 
The  generation to which it belonged, nnd those who successively 
inhabited it, have dl gone to join the nntions beyond the flood." 

After this place, till we reach the cape at six o'clock, the snme 
eveuing, the river or bay becomes wider and wider, till it nt length 
forms " the bay," 81rd sometimes leaves us out of sight of land on 
one side or other, alternately. We pass mnny ships nnu brigs to 
and fro. Some after long voyages, earnestly anticipating the plea- 
sures of nn nrrival to greet long absent friends; and others bound 
a b r d  to distant climes, Wled with hopes nud fern for their eventual 
success therein. 
Aa we near the bench, we see many camages in waiting to benr 

us to the boarding housea, three miles off, on the opposite sea beach. 
Before sundown, we nrrive at our bonrding house, (Aaron Bennett's,) 
at Cape Island. We take the house nearest to the surf, bemuse we 
wish, while we stay, to be salted und pickled with sea nir. We find 
the three houses very full of guests, containing together perhaps near 
two hundred persons. The time will come when, from the nn- 
t u d  ndvantnges of this plnce, there will be much more resort here, 
and much improvement in the nccommodations nod entertainments. 

Our first night we were crowded, so that I hnd to take up my rest 
on a pallet of wood ; an old seltee nnd npillow, made me to rest my- 
self in verv sound sleep through the night. The last comers had to 
nccept the roughest fnre. I hnve a henrt for these things; nnd when 
the mind is in fnvour of conforming ourselves to our condition, we 
readily make rough thing stnoolh. I intend to be pleased with oU 
I cannot ntcnd; and I have no doubt I shall much hcreuse my 
cam orls thereby. 

' r' 'he sen here often encroaches on the houses--sevrnl ncrea d 
the lawn in front of the house (Bennett's) hwe been gndunlly, 01 



by storms, \vnslshed o f  into the sea. The d i i c e  now from tho 
house is one hundred and siay-five feet In 1904, n5  hen memred 
by Caprnin Decntur, it was three hundred nnd thirty-four feet otl 
It was formerly three hundred feet still further o f fany  eiay or 
seventy yenrs ago--[so old men, qresent, told me.] 

The ladies, at a pointed hours In the forenoon md nftemoon, go 
into the surf, at !' ich time gentlemen do not wolk on the b a n k  
The ladies wear flnnnel and other woollen dresses--none go out 
above half their depth. 

The sea diet is not eo good as me expected-the d e t y  of fish ie 
not great nor frequent We nsk often for crnbe--nnd the oysters nre 
small, 

It is sometimes curious to observe the vruiety of men nnd manners, 
and the very direrent interest we feel in faces and persoas. Some 
possess that frank and open unreserve thnt seems to invite and 
ensure sociability ; whilst othera seem to forbid such freedom of a 9 pmach-therefore, with some we seem at home and free; wh'st 
others we seem to be likely to know no better after seeing them 
here, thm if we had never broken b red  in their society. 

Some xties have been made up to go off Indian river, fifty milea 
of, to 6s f~ . Sometimes they cntch seveml hundred fish-at other 
times lndies and d l  go to thebhore and see the fishing with n seine. 

Cope Islmd is a villnge of smut twenty houses, nnd the streeta 
are very clean nnd grnssy; but our mallw are genemlly up and 
down the beach. I generally walk n mile at a time, and several 
times in a day. 

What a sublime and awful contemplntion is the great deep! Bow 
wonderful the power of a m  who made it such. What vnst and 
unexplored treosures lie conceded beneath its ample bosom ! How 
it teems with animal life--and withnl horn useful to mnn ! T o  see 
the constant succession of outward and inward bound vessels, is very 
interesting. What various thoughts and enterprises must engnge the 
nl;merous breasts, which compose the inmates of those floating 
habitations! Some feel buoyant with the hopes of seeing wives, 
sisters, husbands, or brothers, they may never see. Some are emi- 
gmnts, forsoking all their former connexions, coming to new lnnda 
to seek happiness and wenlth, nnd perchance to die. Some, having 
amassed fortunes abrond, are returning to spend the fruits of their 
foreign enterprise othm cum dipilnte among their friends--and 
perchnnce some of ruined reputntlon and-ill gained richee are coming 
to seek a quiet and n refuge denied to them where known. How 
eaey to extend the thoughts of oll those who are thus busily thinking 
for themselves! How astonished nnd confounded we should all 
gaze upon one another, if all our thoughts were necessarily M o en 
and unconcealed ns our visages; or our hen~ts were as expose! to 
each other ns before God. 

Thursday, the 8th August-Hnve now been here since Monday 
night-it really seems long, nlthough there is no diarebh to any 
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Lhine here ; but time seems lonp: when one i3 broken off from theh 
uaua habik. Lnst night one orthe gentlemen plnyed dnncing tuner 
on his flute. and several made themselves merry with dancing in the 
dining hnli. They were so well plensed, ibat to-night i mom 
regulnr bnll is to be given, and the ladies and gentlemen from the 
other boarding houses (Mcginsey's nnd Hughes',) are invitcd. Seve - 
rnl r id iq  pnrtiea go off to day dong the bench and other places. I 
am perceive that even pleasure sntes: for severnl that hare now 
stayed out their time, express much desire to see the stenmboat nggn 
to take them home. The nrrivnl of new company, m d  the departure 
of some of the old, twice a week, produces a wonderful bustle for 
the first night, while both parties remain in the house, and leave 
several of the gentlemen to take their rew on tables, chnira and 
settees. 

Severnl of us have a desire to eugnge n pilot boat to take us on to 
Tuckerton beach-we expect in such a trip of sixty miles n more 
direct experience of the sen and the tossing waves. Seved mny 
get sick, and if the wind is fnir, we shall be tmnaported to an entire 
new company in six or seven houra 

Among our few amusements-we swing--gather curious she& 
and pebbles upon the stmnd-mnlk the piazza, nnd converse. A 
curious and laughable exercise is to t y  to wdk blindfolded lo nny 
given object in a direct tine. It is impossible to conceive how very 
much we are prone to deviate to the right or left. Some would 
almost describe a semicircle, whilst they thought they were walking 
straight to the mark. Ladies and gentlemen exercise at this. Some 
pitch quoits-some plny domino. 

Among the subjects of novelty nod interest got up here, we were 
indebted to the enterprise of a Mr. Woolston, from near Wilmington, 
for n dmw of a seine for catching sharks and porpoises. This coat 
w by subscri tion thirty dollnrs-say twenty dollna for twenty 
men, kc. &e seine used is af great weight and strength, and mndo 
of best tope. The originnl materids cost $1600; nod the whole 
belongs to a company, who, in the proper sewn,  make it n bum- 
ness here to cntch schools of porpoises, and render their livers and 
fat for Inmp-oil, nt one dollar per gnllon. Early in the morning, tho 
seine wna drawn off about oneaixth of a mile from shore; and a 
boat at mch end was anchored there to n d t  till porpoises should 
attempt to pnss between them and the shore. Severnl ffibools came 
near; but none went inside. They remained off all day. In drnw- 
ing it to lnnd in the evening, it brought ashore six sharks and two 
large fishes of the skate kind, very like bats in their form and 
apperunnce. One or two of the sharks were eight feet long. They 
had great museulnrvigour dler their heads were off; and their hende 
for several hours after they were off-if stood up upon their bnse, and 
a stick thrust into their throat, would snap violently, and with much 
strength, their teeth into the wood. I t  is strmge that these sharks 
occupy the dam wders in which we bathe, and yet never m o l d  
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n a  Eveu when some go out swimming and floating beyond Lheh 
de th. &a ~ g h t  the gentlemen at Hughes3 gave a ball in return for the 
one at our house the night before. (Ours cost the contniutom 
$1 6 4  for each gentleman.) We were al l  indiscriminately invited 
--but few, however, went. T h e  ladies made up a great many 

ommentnl decorations with green branches nnd flowers from the 
gardens. Some were wild, and some were sunflowera T h e  chan- 
delier waa made of oak h o o p  from casks, and covered with ever- 
greens plucked from some neighbouring bushea 

It is worthy of remark how very much of the timbers and wreckn 
of vessels we see employed in all the fences and sheds in thevillage. 
They may be known by their marks of rust from spikes, &a, in the 
wood. When one considen the hearinches and terrors of those who 
muat have been their companions (if they lived) who came floating 
with them on the tempest surges, we must feel a measure of gloom 
and sympathy to look upon them, and to think that this or that 
plank was a poor sufferer's last refuge. 

I have been much interested in hearing the relation of the inci- 
dentsof the late war at this place. T h e  British, by commanding the 
ocean, were frequently off these capes. T h e  main fleet would lay 
off Cape Henlopen ; but their tenders, launches and smeller vessels, 
made such frequent threab of landing, and ravaging the country for 
supplies of cnttle, k c ,  as to make a connected gunrd don  the f whole coast necessary. They would frequently capture smal ves- 
eels, and immediately set them on fire. They sometimes landed 
with flags of truce to exchange or land prisonera Once they attacked 
a large American privateer, and the fight wns very interesting on 
both sides, and close to the shore. Shegot on the breakersand went 

, / to pieces. I felt, whilst I heard these recitals, as if I should have 
been much interested to have been present. 

Whilst at church, I saw a gentleman with e shark-cane. It wee 
formed from the spine hones of the shnrk. I observed, that er- 
sons took out nll h e  spines of thosc we lately took. T h e  cane 1 ad 
a steel elnstic wire run through iite whole length-waa varnished 
and had a nent silver head. Its general appearance was that of the 
Indian reed-cnne. 

Monday night brought us the arrival of the steamboat with new 
company, and much bustle. We hnd just sat down to supper when 
we receired ten new guests, chiefly Quaker ladies. T o  these were 
mon added a company of fifteen men and lire women, from Cape 
Henlopen, to bup ond spend the night. They had a fiddle, and 
aome an excess of drink. After supper, tbey set to dancing, and 
to rude mirth, and kept it up till midnight I went to bed, and 
d e  t through the midst of their shuiiiing and boozy mirth. 

b h e  enbre exemption which one feels at a watering place, from 
d l  the usual family concerns of housekeeping or business, ia a rtate 
which a me-crazed man of business should feel to nrrive at any jusf 
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conception of i t  I t  would make us bad and useless mernbere of 
the community to live thus freed (constanfly) from tne concerns ma 
obligations of l i e ;  but a man, who labours ordinarily much for hi- 
elf and others, should occasionally step into such a new state of 
existehce. The trmrSitwn is so extreme, that it is capable of pro- 

- ducing mental md bodily emotions, calculated to loose him from 
many morbid and nervous dictions of body. Let the closely con- 
fined city c!~dge, by all r n w , \ & i t  such asmrPsmcci establishment, 
and nbandon his mind and body to absolute freedom of both. It  
will make him a more ethereal being. 

The semon of bathing at Cape May begins about the 6th of July, 
and continues to the lost week in August 

Cape May must, at some future day, be the gent resort of the 
' southern gentry. A11 those who live in Maryland nnd Virginia, 

nearest to the city of Baltimore, wiIl ride there, quit their cnrriages, 
or send them home, md take the steamboat to Frenchtown and 
New Castle where they can, the same day, join the steamboat from 
Philadelphia I n  this way Marylanders and Virginians will get to 
Cape May on the same dayfiom Baltimore. 811 the gentry of 
Delawnre and Philadelphia rmll find it to their advantage to go to 
Cape May of course. The beach is so decidedly preferable to Long 
branch that it must be preferred, whenever the bonding houses at 
Cape May shall have made enough to enable them to make such 
improvements as are needful there. 

I predict, too, that the time will ere long come, when pilot boa& 

be enT ed for 16 to $20 to take parties of fifteen to twenty 
eople as o en as once a week to the houses of entertainment at 

bucker's and Mmahawkin beach, sixty milea All those who wont 
to m and fee2 the exercise of a sea voyage and sen-sickness, and to 
get out of sight of land, will become parties to such excursions. 1 
was the first who roposed this; and if a pilot boat had come t~ 1 land while I talke of it, I had a dozen pewns ready to embark, 
and to come home to Philadelphia by the Tuckerton stage. 

The country from Evesham down to Tuckerton has all the n p  
peamnce of its original wildness-few houses or settlements appear. 
Pine and onk woods on both sides of the road perpetually ; m d  for 
at least 30 miles of the road, the bushes on either side fill up the 
wl~ole road, which is ecarcely the single path which one wagon filla 
We met nothing almost on the road to turn US out. I could thus 
hare a very good conception of how the country looked in the hands 
of the aborigines, some few d whom still linger about. 

Was much interested to see the formidable ruins of Atsion iron 
works, (273 miles). They looked as picturesque as the ruins of 
abbeys, &c., in pictures. There were dams, forges, furnaces, stom 
houses, a dozen houses and lots for the men, and the whole corn 



prising a town; n pInce once ovenvhel~t~~ng the ear with the din of 
uncensing ponderous hammers, or alarming tlje s igh with fire m d  
smoke, and smutty and sweating Yulcans. Now, all is hushed ; no 
wheels turn, no firm blue, the houses ore unroofed, m d  the frames 
Jcc., hnve f d e n  down, m d  not n foot of the busy workmen ie 
seen. 

Little hnrbour, (now a puor country and population,) wns once 
n Nnce (xn my gmndTnlhe?s time, when he went there to tnde &c) 
of great commerce and prosperity. The little river there used to be 
filled with masted vessels. It wns a plxe  rich in money. As fnrm- 
ing wns little attended to, taverns and bod ing  houses were filled 
with comers und goera. Hundreds of men were enpged in the 
swamp cutting cedar, nnd saw-mills were numerous und nlwnys in 
business, cutting cedar and pine boards. The  Forks of Egg har- 
bour wils the place of chief prosperity ; mnny shipynrds were there ; 
vessels were built and loaded out to the West Indies; New Yolk 
and Philadelphia, md the southern nnd enstern cities, received their 
chief supplies of shingles, boards, nnd iron, from this place. The 
trade too, in iron-castings, while the fuel there wns nbundant, was 
very great The numerous workmen, nll without dependence on 
cultivation of the soil, required constnnt supplies of beef, pork, flour, 
grcceries, kc.  from abroad. Eren the women wore more of im- 

rted ap vel than in nny other country places. Merchants from 
Kew YO$ and Philndelphin vent there ocrnsiondly in such nnm- 
bers that the inns and bonrding boom could not contain them, and 
they hnd to be distributed nnroug pnvate houses. On such ow* 
sions drey would club nnd hnve a geneml dunce, and other like en 
tertainmenls. 

Sometimes rich cargoes cnme nshore on the beach, and were brough, 
up the river Tor public snle. and brought  here mnny trodera to buy. 

The vessels from New York and New England on trading voynges 
were numerous before the Revolution. The inlet woa formerly the 
best on the const; nnd mnny vessels destined for Philndelphin in the 
winter, because of the ice in the Delaware, made into E g  hnrbour 
nver, nnd there sold out their cnrgocs to traders from New York nnd 
Philndelphin. 

In tlicse times Great Egg hnrbour had little or no distinction. Ite 
inlet and ndvnntilges were not good. I t  since enjoys more than L i t  
tle Egg harbour. Now both those places do their chief business in 
taking cord wood, especially pine, to the cities ; but formerly they 
did none of that. when fuel wns cheaver and ensier orocured. 
- In the time df the revolutionnry Gnr, Little ~ g i  linrbour river 
wvm a good refuge for our privateers, or. their prizes. Many =lea 
were mnde there of prize goods. The British, aware of it, enden- 
voured to avenge themselves. They entered it in light vesels nnd 
deetroyed Chestnut neck, n town of about 20 houses. which have 
not been since rebuilt. 
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Count Pulaski, with his legion wns down there, and had an nc- 
tion with the British in the Revolution. 

There used to be n ccusidemble exportation of smsafrus from 
Egg harbour. Some vessels went direct to Holland with it " nortb 
about," to nvoid, I believe,some British ordersof tmde therein. Th?  
Dutch made it into a beverage which they sold under the name of 
sloop. This commerce existed before the war of the Revolution. 

When I ride over these lands and see so much soil whitened ana 
glistened in the sun, especially in the woods where vegetation cannot 
coucenl, I am forcibly persunded that d l  these Je~sey lands were once 
tmversed by the finny monsters of the gent Atlantic deep; and where 
the f o m d  pine trees tower, there the billows rolled ! 

We arrived snfely at Tuckerton at  7 o'clock in the evening. It 
'proved to be o much nenter and more civilized place than I ex- 
pected. Seveml houses were painted, and were of boards, save 
Tucker's store, which was of brick. I should suppose it contains 
fifty buildings; twenty houses are on the main street. It has n 
Methodists' and Friends' meeting houee ; n mill dam and grist and 
snw-mill, nnd nenr it n wiud-mill to make saU. This last arricle is 
made with much success and profit The work cost $4,000. Thn . 

ople here have seveml fields planted with the costor-oil plnnt, and 
E v e  two or three mills to grind it. They find it very profitable. 
Their chief export has been pine wood. 

Friday morning, at 7 oyclock, I left Tuckerton with Copt Homer, 
to go to  home?^ house on the Long beach. Had head wind, and 
arrived nt about 10 oyclock: fare 25 cents I The  price of going in thia 
vessel to sea or elsewhere is 25 cents, when compnny is made. Ae 
I come out of the creek my eyw were nrrested with n considerable 
mound, on which three or four large cedars were growing. It was a 
hill of oyster and clam shells, left there by the aboriginal Indians 
long since. They dried their clams. What numbers they must have 
consumed to hnve made such n hill ! 

Homer's house, nt which I hnve snt down for the present, is a new 
house, built nnd set up hy a corn any of gentlemen in Philadelphia 
for the purpose of sen-bnthing. it is all made for good cheer and 
free and ensy comforts, without any attempt at elegnnce. None of 
the floore are laned, and the side walls are rough boards, and the E ceilings are w ite-washed. Its nppointment of liquors and table ie 
ve good. I t  is set down on on extremely desolate bench, full of 
bro 7 en and small snnd-hills, without o solitary tree. Its very deao 
lation increased my sense of comforts! I the more enjoyed the solid 
diet of the table; its zest was heightened by contrast! Its dewla- 
tion too, so isolated as to cut me off from all the world, and 
seemed to wnke me begin there an entire new existence1 Thus I 
found charms where others might hnve been diagusted. But it is a 
manifest disadvantage thnt the bathers hnve to walk half n mile to 
the shore acrose the sand, and the ladies to ride in a curt. This com- 

n intend to increase ite benefite nnd comforts. Ae it has fine 
p$ OL. I1 3 T 46. 
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shooting rind iishing, and a grand surf, it will luwnys best suit g c a h  
men who love rough and vigorous fa= T h e  beach is twenty mila 
long, m d  to the northward has seven1 houses, and so much of cedar 
wood os to shelter red foxes T h e  tnbles ore n cover which is set on 
tn~ssels and moved out of the room. The  room is about twenty-six 
by tifteen feet. The  proprielors intend to build n lnrge house nest 

P I~ is  is since done, nnd every thing is in more refinement] 
This estab ishmeur is quite new. They hnve dug and found a fine 
nell of fresh wnter at ten feet depth near die house. I t  hod nevet 
2ntered the mind of former people thnt good water could be found. 
In great sea storms, the sea has covered this whole tieach, nnd the 
water cnme quite up to the ground floor of the house. T h e  inlets 
and the bench have much nltered in fifty yeara. l t  was once covered 
sith cedar trees. Now all are gone. T h e  inlets in the war of the 
Revolution ndmiued two frigates to come in, rind now there is only 
rater  for small vessels. 

This is a great place for the killing of ducks and geese in the win- 
ter. They hnve nothing else to do,and use decoys and ambush, and 
very often lay out io shoot ns the flocke fly over them. T h e  house 
nt Tucker's bench is a clusterof three houses built at diferent dmea. 
T h e  originnl house of the celebrnted Mother Tucker is n one-story 
house, with n hipped roof, nnd front piazzn. m e n  you enter h ie  
piazza you nre struck with the display of n o w  cut in the boards of 
the house by the summer visiters; nnd probnbly one hundred clnms 
are nailed up, of large size, hnving names inscribed on them. T h e  
house atnnds nbout the length of five hundred feet from the seashore. 
The  salt mentlow comes close up to the house, and the house is ele- 
vated on n heap of snnd nnd shells. T h e  room in which I lny on 
my cot and write this is open directly to the ocenn. I see the vee- 
eels bufeting the waves, nnd the roar of the bellowing surf seems 
to lie just below me. 

These beaches are much more dreary in the Rspect than Cape 
Mny. Nothing seems to grow upon them but wild and scattered 
tufts of grm. But one feels comfort in the increase of appetite, and 
the consciousnese of high cheer and good provisions. 

How often hnve the lnndrnark~ of this shore been sought out by 
the nppwaching mariners of distnnt voynges, seeking, with anxious 
aud dislruslful eye, the first glimpse of the doubtful const. Many 
diis dny, in the distant verge of the sinking horizon, would give 
grent gifts to be once more on t m a  Jma. Women pnasengers, 
sick of their confinements, listen with eager attention to the conjec- 
tures nbout land, which by their soundings is known to be near at 
hnnd ; and the terrors of possible stmnding and shipwreck are pic- 
tured to their labouring imaginations. I t  might do one good to see 
such objects Innd, and to regnle them with the delicacies of the sea. 
son, untnsted by them for months. 

Sundry of us made n soilboot excursion u the sound to the P other boarding hmse on the Bame bench, twe ve mi la  off, to (he 



large house, called the Manrion oj Health, (of which see apictum) 
We found it well kept and supported by a goodly number of i n m a w  

The house, a hundred and twenty feet long,stands about one tenth 
of a mile from the surf. The original house once there was at one 
half the distance, and had numerous cedar and oak trees nigh i t  
The grent LL September gale," of 1821, swept over the whole island 
at this place, and tore up or blew over those trees, so that none now 
remain nigh, although the stumps of many are still seen. The  
whole island is twenty miles long, being from Tucker's to Bnmegat 
inlets. At its northern end ore still many trees and high hills, 
wherein foxes burrow. 
Be a riding vehicle to the surf and along the beach the ledies use 

an ox-wagon, wherein they muse themselves greatly in a rustic 
novel way. 

I was surprised to learn here from old Stephen Inman, one of the 
twelve family residents of the place, that be and his family have 
never ceased to be whale catchers along this coast. They devote 
themselves to it in February nnd March. They generally catch two 
or three of a season, so as to avemge forty to fifty barrels of oil apiece. 
I saw their look-out mast, their chddmn and furnace for rendering the 
oil, their whale-boats, kc.  He  has taken some whales of ninety bar- 
rels of oil. The whale bones of large size lay about bleaching in 
the sun. About his place are many oak and holly trees. Gunners go 
there much, in the season, for wild geesennd ducka Inman has killed 
twenty-four geese in a day. Sheep, mules, aud horses are pastured 
and browsed on the northern end of the island, by himself and others. 
His house hnving formerly been the winter quarters of the gunners, is 
fully cut with the names of his visitem, made on the outside boards, 
under the piazza 

The coasting tmde along these shores must be great. Sometimes 
we could count twenty sail, all going onward, eastward and south- 
ward. Their white soils looked like villas set dong a highway. 

Sometimes I think and wonder at what could have been 1111 the 
features of thii plnce before civilization and European eyes scanned 
it. I peopled it in imagination with Indians, seeking here and find- 
ing a summer home for their unrestmined supply of fish, shell-fish, 
birds' eggs, kc. In these sounds they had often "2oigco(1sped" for 
sheep heads, of whom we learnt the art of bobbing, as even now pmc- 
tised successfully, with flaming torch at night. 

The beach at this plnce is cewinly the be& along our const, and 
to be so shut up on an island, makes every thing of sea character 
still more like sea-shore. The very desolation of the sands around 
us makes the table refreshments still more estimable by a feeling 
eeme of contrast. 

Be we mil back to our boarding house,we notice many fish in the 
waters we traverse, such as we might have apeared, if we had been 
so diepoeed, and had had the needful instruments. 

Mondny, August 17.-Thi begins a new epoch. Awake at five 





mng like the serpent from between hi boneless gums, musing the 
juvenile spectator to shrink away from the homd sight, wl~ich was 
but for a moment-&en resuming hw usilal benevolent smiling look, 
he would my, La that's the way to frighten the Indians, so it is." He 
claimed as sweethearts, dl the fushlonnble unmarried young belles 
in the city. H e  hnd fifty hundred, twenty hundred and sixteen" 
of h e m ;  m d  when any one of them married, he was sure to go 
the nest day aftar the wedding, to claim hi forfeit, always cheerfully 
given to him, which was a h d f  crown, and a glnss of punch from 
the lady's own hnnd, whicb, suid he, wus d l  the same, us though I 
niarried her myself. 

A partially deranged,elderly, spectre-looking mniden lady, tall and 
chin, of the Friende' persunsion, named Leah, wns somewhat re- 
milrhble from the circimstcince, that she used sometimes to pnss the 
night, wrapped in a blanket, between the gmves of the Potter's field, 
(now Washington square,) for the benevolent purpose of frighten- 
ing nway the doctors." 

Collector Sharp Deluny, in the front part of his family residence, 
tmnsucted the whole custom house business of the port of PhiLI- 
delpliia, at the south-east corner of Walnut and Second streets, at 
present occupied by the Delaware Insurnnce Company. 

George Baynton, a native of the city, was, without controversy, 
acknowledged to be the most admimble amoug the fashionable 
young gentlemen of hi day-being of proper nge and height, and 
of most astonishing beauty. T h e  beautiful Fatima," ns described 
by M y  Wortley Montngue, in  her letters from Adtianople, and 
George Baynton, should have been brother and sister. Boys and 
men would turn and ze ufier his splendid personal appenmnce- T "many abright eye fe I beneath his glance," and followed his reced- 
ing footseps with admirntion. Fnme had assigned to him all the 
bounties of nature, beyond the rench of a&-und  every youtliful 
manly p c e ,  accompanied by the fascination of the serpent, towards 
the devoted fluttering bird. H e  deceased in the fever of 1793. 

T h e  uptown and the downtown boys, at this time, used to have, 
according to the streets, their regulnr nightbattles, with sticks and 
atones, mnking the panes of glaas to jingle on the pavement occa- 
aiondly-but the appearance of Old Carlisle and the famous West, 
tbe constable, would scatter them into all the hiding places, peeping 
out from hole and comer, when the coast wns clear. 

T h e  sign of the Three Jolly Irishmen, a tavern kept at the north- 
east comer of RRce and Water streets, nnd whose locality ('twaa 
anid) was familiar in places across the ocean. used to be notoriolls 
throughout the city. as a primary resort of the " new comers," and 
at times, one continued scene and sound of daily riot, iind night 
brnwl, making it dangerous to meddle with them, even by course 
of law. A little old Gertriun watchman, who stood in his box harc 
5y, his shoulders bending under the pressure of years, and his chin 
and nose almost in contact-on being fooliehly applied to one night, 



and uestioned why he did not go and quell the riot here, ansavereo 
as fo 8 om-'' Bless my soul, gentlemen-blm my soul, wns can I 
do wid dem." 

White sand for doors, being at  the time nn important article of 
consumption, the old m d  man, for the northern pan of the city, 
was looked for the same as the milkman. For  the amusement of 
hii customers, on being requested so to do, he would send hi h o w  
on-mud, the length of tile square, then d l  after him by h k  name, 
causing the horse, with the load of white snnd, to turn about and 
come to him-he trolling the song of '6 Wliite sand, ho !--a shilling a 
bush, sofC 'OW hard money." 

Tu.key carpets were spoken of, nnd only to be seen upon the 
floors of the first families for weal~h. Parlour floors of very respect 
able people in business used to be LL swept and garnished" e v e g  
morning with rand sif~ed through a "rand sieve," and sometirnea 
smoothed with a hair broom, into quaint circles and fnncy wreatl~e, 
agreeably to the ''genius for drawing" possessed by the chamber- 
nnid. 

T h e  Old Loganinn Libmry, a one story brick building, shaped 
gable-end fashion in the front, stood solitary and alone, within a post 
and n i l  fence on the west side of Sixth street, midwny between 
Chestnut and Walnut streets. Behind the house, and on the gmss, 
the scholars belonging to. the Qunker Acndemy, in Fourth street, 
used to have the regular "set to." Someti~nes in the grapple, after 
being "brought to the scratch," the following erclnmntion might 
frequently be heard by one of the combntnnts-" Don't tenr my 
ehirt-tear my skin-but don't tear my shirt." 

T h e  Norther11 Liberties, about Camptown and Pegg's run, used 
to be in agitation almost every Saturday night, by the regular, irregu- 
lar, tavern, rough-and-tumble, smash fighting, between the shipcar- 
penters, from Kensington, nnd the butchers from Spring Garden; 
the public authority not even attempting to hinder them. 

A bank note at  this time, signed by Thomas Willing, president, 
and countersigned by n long row of hieroglyphic, perpendiclilar 
hair-strokes, only discoverable by the close inspeclion of micro- 
scopic power, to be the name of Tench Francis, the cashier, wne a 
kind of " caviar to the multitude," and not to be seen, ns now-n- 
days, in the hands of every one. It used to be viewed as a thing 
totally different from the continentnl paper m o n e y - 4  something 
unfathomable and puzzling to the brains of people, in ita very oa- 
ture-it being considered as so much cash in gold and silver, to be 
had in a moment. T h e  strength of the paper caused a bet to be 
mode, thnt in its material it consisted of either silk or Russia sheet- 
ing ; and that three of the notes twisied together would lift a fifty. 
six pound weight from the ground. On trial, the notes broke by the 
weight; a convulsive laughter ensued a~iiong the crowd. A con- 
eternatioo seized the owner of the notes, whether or not by havinfi 
t.orn them, he would be able to recover their amount from the pw 



mitive nationnl baok. There were three bnnks in the thirteen 
United States, at the time, and the banking system wns spoken of 
as n great mystery, known only to the "grent finnncier," Robert 
Morris, and the precious few. The  number of banks nt present 
distributed througllout the now twenty-four United Slates, bemg 
three hundred and sixty-five, the great mystery hna been pro**?- 
tionnbly uonveled. 

Persons living tonmrds the Delaware, nnd speaking of the house, 
No. 322 Murket street, (then standing by itself, above Ninth 
street,) by way of designating the distance, would say away out 
at Mnrcoe'a" 

Story books for children consisted in Goody Two Shoes, Gilw 
Gingerbread, Tom Thumb, Peter Pippin, nnd Robinson Crusos 
abridged, d l  printed and published originnlly in St. Paul's Church 
Yard, London, by.Cnrrington Bowles, and resold here nt  sixpence. 

The  people belng numbered about this time, the population of 
the city, in round numbers, wne mid to be above 50,000 ; which act 
of numbering wns supposed by many pious persons--6penking on the 
subject,after it had happened-to be the procuring cause of the judg- 
ment of the few-, with which the city mns nfterwnrds nfa~cted 
Even, they said, ns was the judgment of pestilence upon the Is 
raelites, for numbering the people in David's time. 

Cbntinenfal Money. 

i t  may interat many to see a brief notice of the history and pm 
greaa of our continentnl money,-because so few of the present gene- 
ration, heve ever been rightly informed respecting its opemtions and 
Jetaila. I t  is in itself something, properly nppertnining to on illus- 
rotion of our chapter of the War of Independence," und as such 
we here give it, to wit: 

In June, 1775, wns mnde the first emission of 8,000,000 of 
dollnm. Before the close of that year, 3,000,000 more were issued. 
In May, 1776, 6,000,000 more were issued, in the nutumn of that 
year 6,000,800 more, and in December, 6,000,000 more. Such 
frequent and large emissions began to reduce their value in the 
confidence of the people. In the mean time, the power of taxing 
wns virtually denied to the Confederation. They could only re- 
commend the measure to the states. 

The whole nrnount issued during the war mns400,000,(MO dollare! 
but the collections mnde by the continental government in vnrioua 
ways, cnncelled from time to time nbout one half of it, so that the 
maximum of valuation at no time exceeded $200,000,000; nor 
did it rench that sum, until its depreciation had compelled congresa 
to take it in, and pay it out at 40 dollars for one of epecie. 

I t  kept nearly at par for the first year; as it was then but about 
equal to the nmount of specie held in all the colonies. But the 
quick succession of increase tended to depreciate it, till it reached 





M) injuriously felt nnlong the people ;u might be imqined;-and 
it has been reasoned thus, viz. : T h e  largest sum by which they could 
hnve been nffected, might be estimated at 300,000,000 at 20 for one, 
which is only half of the rute fixed by Congress. This  would give 
15,000,000 of sound money; nnd this, having been a currency for - six years, gives nn annual avernge of 2,600,000; which, to a popu- 
lation of 3,000,000, would make, in point of fact, a poll inx of but 
about one dollar to each; or if they be estimated by families of six 
persons mch, would be an annunl loss, to such sevemlly, of but five 
dollars each! S o  ensy it is by figures LO diminish losses, which we 
of h e  present genemtion hove never fell! Yet it wils a puinful and 
onerous loss to our forefathers, now all gone beyond its influence ! 

Those who nre minutely curious on this mntter mny consult, with 
' 

profit, a late pnper iu the roceedinp of the Philosophicnl Society f of Philndelphin, by Samue Breck, Esq. 

art AUen. 
I t  was nenr to Lehiibton thnt the fort once stood, fronting on the 

Lehigh, opposite to the mouth of Mahony creek. There the gnrri- 
son (while some of them were out skating) was surprised and mne- 
sacred by Indians. Nothing now rcrnains of it but its deep welL 
About the same time, Captain Wetherhold, who commanded a 
ecouting party, and who used to make Allentown and Bethlehem 
his plnce of rendezvous, wns surprised, about six miles from the latter 
place, and himself nnd whole pnny shot and scalped. On the sntne 
day, a party, with one Henry Jenks, wns nlso surprised nnd ctit OK 

Indian Selhnaent-Inland 
The I n d i  hunter here hi shelter found ; 
Here cut his bow mil shaped his arrows uue, 
Here built his wi-wam, and his bark canoe, 
Speared the quick salmon 1enpiu.g u 1 the And dew the deer without the rifle all. 
Here his young squnw her cmdling tree yould choose, 
Singing her chant, to hush her swart pa poose; K Here stun her quills, and string her~rin els rude, 
And weave her warrior's wampum in the wood. 
No more shall they th welcome waters bless, 
No more their forms t K y moonlit,banks shall press; 
No more be heard, from mountam or from grove, 
His whoops of slaughter, or her song of love. 

Spinning tV7reels and Looms. 
These wheels nre now so out of hsl~ion and use, as htt~dly to be 

mown by their names, among the modern city belles, as former arti- 
rles of household thrift. They tilust, therefore, be told, that the first 
IS the name of nn old fnshioned pinno with one string and one 
melody-the other was a big house-organ with but few stops. They 
sometimes joined their melodies and sung, most cheerily, airs of olden 
rime. like these. viz.: " T h e  dilieent hand n~aketh rich." "She 
povideth both \;ool and flax." "%he stnyeth nt hotne," kc .  

VOL. I1 3 u 47 



Battle of Gennantown-Incidents. 
Lieutenam Whitmnn, of Rending, wns left on the field, supposed ~c. 

be killed, or rnortnlly wounded. After n while, he made out to cmwl 
on hands and knees, to the second house, on south side, in Wnshing- 
ton lone. There he wus sheltered by the resident, and wne visited 
by Doctor Witt, who soon pronounced his cnse incumble; but at  the 
enrnest begging of the lieutenant, he continued to try to sove hie 
life. He recovered stirprisingly for a time, when a British officer 
coming to hear of him, he tnnde him and his host both prisoners. 
While so held, Lieutenant Whitmnn found a chance to get to speak 
wit11 Mnjor Andre, who procured him n relense. H e  then went to 
live with Mr. Hergesheitner, where he mos nursed and fed, till the 
time of the retreat or withdmwnl of the British from Germnntown. 
While he was there hiding himself, for fear of a second capture, the 
Anlericnn horse appeared, when be clnitned their help and protec- 
tion. Just then, they captured n country m e n d  coming in to sell 
butter to the British; and ns his punishment, they made htm tnke up 
Lieutenant Whitman, in his chair, to Rending. H e  lived mnny 
years afterwards. 

Battle of Gcr rna~awn,  stated by General Wifinson. 
Generul Wayne, who \vim in the battle and led the firston~et along 

the main street, writes aftenvnrds from WhiteNIuffih, on 21st Novcm- 
ber, 1777, to Genernl Gntes, (vide Wilkinsonys RIIen~oirs,) and snys, 
'6 At Germontown, fortune smiled on our arms for full three hows; 
tne enemy were broken, dispersed, and flying in all qunrters; we 
were in possession of their whole encwnpment, together with their 
artillery pork. k c .  A wind-mill attack wos mnde on n house into 
which six light companies hod thrown themselves to amid ourbayo- 
nets; this gnve the enemy time to mlly; our troops were deceived 
by the attnck, taking it for eonletl~ing formidable, they feU back to 
asaist in whnr they deemed a se r io~~s  arair; the enemy finding them- 
selves no fur,her pursued, and believing it to be a retrrat, f'ollowed; 
confusion ensued, nnd we ranmoay from the arms of victory really 
open to receive us. We  shall be therefore obliged to leave Mr. 
Howe to his occupancy of easy winter qunrters, whilst we shnll be re- 
duced to the hard necessity of mokingr. winter campaign in the vet, 
field wit11 nnked lroops. But I do not despair; if our worthy geneml 
will but follow llis own good judgment, without listening too much 
to some counsel." 

Geneml Wilkinson, in his Memoirs, gives his fncb concerning the 
- disposition of the troops, vol. 1, page 361. H e  eays:-" When he 

visited the camp at Whitentarsh, the battle of Germnntown wns then 
the prevailing topic and conversntion; and there were lnonyversbm 
nnd opiniotlv of the some, and much too mnny censures by subalterns, 
who could not know the fucte which governed the conduct of their 



wperiors and themselves. Some cl~arging it to the tardy moo* 
ments of the left; others to defective vigour on the right; but those 
who had been most warmly enmpged, nscribed it to the hnlt at Chew'a 
house, which was imputed to the counsellors of the cornmander-in- 
chief, among whom I perceived, that General Greene was the most - prominent object of jealousy, and yet a gentleman well able to ad- 
vise nnd most efficient to ac~,  und positively the first captain of hie 
day, a most wonhy upil of Washington too." 

He gives Genem P Armstrong's letter to Genenl W, from the 
Trnpp, of 9th October, 1777, saying:-cc The  British were encnmped 
chiefly at Germantown, and the foreigners principally betwixt the 
F a h  of Schuylkill and John Van Deering's mill. We could tml 
take of ,  (us was designed,) but beat the enellby's pickets, so tirut ths 
nnjorise was not tolul, but partiaE. We attacked at the head of 
Germantown wih vigour, and dove the British, who frequently 
rallied, and were drove again and again, about the space of two 
miles, when some u h p p y  spirit of i@atualion seized our troop 
almost universnlly, whereby they began to retreat and fled ia wiZd 
di.w&r, without orders from the general, and beyond hwpowet to 
prevent. vote.-Colonel Forrest told me, it \vns mused by our 
drummers striking a beat for a parley at Chew's house, which was 
understood by the men to m a n  n retreat, and that nothing could 
correct i t ]  So that a glorious victory alreudy eight tenth won, was 
slmnefdIy and mysteriously lo&; for none nolo can give any good 
reason for the flight! The conjectures are these-the morning was 
foggy, and so far, unfnvournble. It is anid our men took the ma- 
ncsuvres of part of our people for large reinforcements of the enemy, 
and thereby took fright at then~selves or at one another! Some un- 
happy oficer is said to have called out we . a rc  surrounded! 'Phe 
enemy, in their flight, a part of them, took into a church, ond n lnrge 
body into Mr. Chew's house, where we made an ill-judged delay. 
There wns a flag sent in and insulred, and the barer (Lieutenant 
Smith) wns wounded. My destiny wns ogninst the foreiguers, mther 
to divert them with the mililia, than to fight their superior body, which 
we did, until the general, seeing his men retreat, sent for me, with 
the division. I fo!lowed o slow cannonade seveml miles, but found 
him not-then fell in the r,?ar of the enemy, still supposing them a 
vanquished party, and tlmt m had &toy. We gave them a brush ; 
but their artillery, well directed, swn obliged us to file off, near two 
burs after our troops had left the field. I lost but thee and nine 
were wounded." 

Geneml A. St. Clair, writes from Whitemarah, November 21, 
1777, to Geneml Gates, saying:--" The butde happened in his ab 
sence. There wns strange mismanagement, and it Im produced 
i n t n l e  cow; marlials, nnd made us drend the superiority of the 
British diseiplhie, which gives me much concern. It is meloncholy 
that Conbwesa, so lately so nugust, so truly venernble, should ill so 



short time be so visibly altered. Certainly we much need reform 
in these ntatters!" 

Genernl W~lkinson gives us sundry facts of the arrangement of the 
battle, and disposition of the troops, most of which he l w n e d  from 
Colonel Forrest, who confirmed severnl facts, and with whom he 
travelled over the localities and made his observations and reflections, 
at  the time he wna in Germantown, in 1815-16, writing nnd puh 
lishing his Memoirs. They are to tbis effect, to wit : 

T h e  main body of the British occupied ground nearly at  right 
angles with the main etreet. T h e  fronf line on the school.house 
lane to the west, and the church lane (its opposite) to the enst T h e  
p r k  was in the area, south of the market-house, nnd fronting the 
house of David Deshler, now S. B. Norris',] in which Genernl 
Howe had hisqunrters. T k e second line formed a pnmllil, at about 
one-fourth of a mile in the rear, and flanking the road near the old 
six-mile stone, before the door of H. Conynghnn~, Eq. T h e  ad. 
wneed body, consisting of the ~econd bnunlion of British light in- 
fantry, with n field tnin,  occupied the height in front of Beggars- 
town, [Bonsall's place,] on the left of the road, and nt two milea 
advance from the main body, with an out-lying picket at  Mount 
Airy. The 40111 regiment, commanded by Colonel Musgmve, wne 
in a field, eastwatd of Chew's house. 

T h e  Americans marched all night, in a dark atmosphere, having 
as an advanced patrole, the horse of Cn tain Allen M'Lane, who P attempted to surprise their picket, but fel in with double centriea, 
whom he killed, with the loss of one man, and soon after routed h e  
guard. 

T h e  sur rise was complete, and Wayne's brigade commenced tlca 
action wit f I the British light infantry, who resis~ed manfully, but 
were forced to retire, leitrittg lheir artillery on the ground; but pre- 
serving some order in their retreat, and making a scattering fire as 
they fell back. Colonel Nusgmve's regiment, being soon after at- 
cncked, retired into Chew's house. In  the mean time, General 
Wayne pressed the retreating light infantry, and cmltinwd to over- 
throw every thing in his way. Our men, ns is common with raw 
troops, expended their attmtunitiou lavishly, soon run short, and sent 
to the rear for a supply. Genernl Washington, with Genernl Sul- 
livan, and the troops who followed Wayne, having reached Chew's 
house, from which Musgrave was delivering a random fire, from the 
upper windows, at  the corps passing on the road, who might be 
heard, hi not seen, because of the distance of the house and the 
density of the fog, called a consultation, (as he understood,) when 
it was determined to attack the house, a pensure which caused a halt 
of the ceutre column ; but having no erect on those approaching on 
the right and left. I t  was reported that Colonel Laurens, an aid of 
Genernl Washingoo's, attempted with u party to force the main 
door, through whlch the party within shot out muny bullets. About 
some time, Major White, a ~ d  to Sullivan, got ~norlolly wounded by 



a shot from the cellar window, in his attempt to fire a window 
shutter. These attacks being withdrawn, because of the severity of 
the resistance, a parley was ordered to be beateu, when Captain 
Smith, of the Virginia line, got shot aa he was advancing with a tlag 
to demand a surrender. 

General Wayne, in the mean time, continued to pursue the r e  
treatin enemy. General Armstrong was engnged with the Hessians fi nenr t e Schuylkill, ~d a pan of General Green's column had 
reached the church Inne,and met the right wing of the enemy's front 
line. At this time Colonel Stewart, with his regiment, and Colonel 
Matthews, with the 9th Virginia regiment, got warmly engaged, 
tbough not in concert, and were soon overpowered. Stewart made 
good his retreat, and Colonel Matthews, with his corps, were made 
prisoners. 

During these operations, Lord Cornwallis was advancing rapid1 
from the city witb the grenadiers, and the left wing of the Britis 
front line had got in motion, under Generals Gray and Agnew 

i 
At this time, the front of the American troops had nearly reached 

the market-house, [midway of the town,] when hearing the parley 
in the rear, and mistnking it for the retreat, some one cried out, 

they beat tbe retreat,"-when the exclamation spread like wild 
6 r e - a  sudden panic ensued, and troops which had met with no 
check, fled in wild disorder, in spite of the exertions of their o5cern 
to rnlly them !* T h e  fog still continued heavy, and the left column 
had become entangled, and wos falling back, and the right had 
made no impression. Captain Forrest, then of the artillery, was, 
before the time of beating the parley, setting off from General K n o r  
to the front, to my the anmunition wagons were at hand, and had 
nearly got u with the front, when the beat was mode, and the con- 
sequences fo 7 lowed under his own immediate observation. 

Geneml Agnew was not killed in the general action, but had come 
with his brigade from the left wing to give his support, when our 
troops gave way, and while advancing at  the head of his column, he 
was shot down by one of some lurking party. 

Finalty, had Washington pressed forward with the centre, fatigued, 
and exhausted of ammunition, he would have come into contact 
with the d n  body of the enemy, fresh for action-against a force of 
10,000; and it cannot but be feared, that he must have met with 
a still greater disaster. On the whole, it must be regarded, evil as it 
seemed to have been:another manifestation of the Divine Providence 
in bt, d f  of these states. -- . H a  noticor such panics, as occurrencas, happening to b e  bsst h o p ,  mcb u rboa 
m tbs W e  of Friedlingbn utular V i  dco 
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ddvenfures of a " Cbllecror," and Reminiseenw~ ofttie Year 1800 
Young persons enawed in commercial trnde, have little or no con- 

ception of the changes which have been effected in their pursuits, ainca 
the short period of forty years. T o  illuatmte something of what we 
m a n ,  we propose to give some facts of the incidents which us~ially 
befel, a t  the time mentioned, those young clerks and apprentice8 in 
the dry-gwds trnde,-y'clept "collectors."-To give the picture of 
one such, me shall draw from our recollections of one who was OW 
cotemporary. 

At the beginning of Lhjs century (the year 1500) this friend of 
ours wns still a 'prentice hnnd" \virh one of the six or eight only 
great notables in the city of Philadelphia, in the dry-goods importing 
way. They  consisted of Fries, Chnncellor, Wiatnr, and Ashton, in 
High street; and of Field, Thompson, Hnrtshorne, and Lnrge, in 
Front street. All beside these were comprised in the little world of 
small dealers below them. At that time. all their remiUances from 
the West, m e  in, in c6 hard dollars," nnd were genemlly carried, 
after their arrivn1,to banks for deposit, like the iron money of Ly- 
curgus, in wheel-barrows! These large dealers had their regular 
eensons of country collection, in mid-winter and in mid-summer. 
'Twos in the former senson thnt my friend once started from Phil* 
delphia, to go to Harrisburg and Carlisle to the westward, md round 
about to Virginia and home, as wllector of one of the houses before 
named. H e  wns mounted on horseback, wrapped up in a great 
Fearnought over-wnt, his legs and feet muflled up in woollen " leg- 
gills and over-shoeav I t  was a mild time for the season, and so 
mild that the frost was out of the ground, and the roads were bad 
beyond the conception of the present race of travellers. For instance, 
we have known it to be a fact, thnt four hours have been consumed 
in going by the road from Philadelphia to Germantown, the snddle 
or team-horsesinking to the knees and deeper in many places, before 
the turnpike was made. At the hill at  Gennantown, it wns much 
steeper than now, and so nnrrow ns to admit of but one carriage at a 
time. I t  was even the practice of the stage to cause its pnssengera 
lo get out and rvnlk up the hill ; and all wngoners used to stop and 
unite their tennls to drnw up loaded wagons, both there, and also nt 
the hill at Norris' place nearer the city. 

Our collector had been carefully forewnrned to keep a good look- 
out for tire tipples at " the fording places;" for then, be it remarked, 
we had few or none of our present good bridges. When he g11' near 
to Harrisburg, having forded the Swatwa, by the course of IM rip 
plc, he met with nn old custonier in the form of ~ I I  elderly widow, 
who had 'ust got a young huaband, in the person of n Ger~iian mu- 
Lian. '&he lady war extremely nfrnid of fording, and ns our young 
traveller had now acquired some skill therein, he offered to lend the 
way, if they would follow in their old fashioned chi~ir. T h e  offer 
wns accepted, and they went on very well until nbout the middle of 



the atream, when lo! the horse which had been but imperfectly tied 
at the collar, actually walked out of his gears, drawing out the wed- 
ded groom by the reins into the water, and letting down the shafts! 
thus laving the lonely lady =reaming with fright, with her feet 
under the water in her choir! In  the mean u'tne the big trunk of - merchandise, which had been set up in the forepart of the choir, wan 
flonllng down the ebbing stream. Time and money were lost to 
procure assistance to regnin the trunk, and to draw out the lady and 
ihe chair! 

Ha r r i sbu~ ,  at which he next arrived, was a rough and rude dnrr. 
compared w ~ t h  its present improvement and enlnrgement. T h e  
crossing of the Suquehanna, at the then " Harris' ford and ferry," 

. was occasionally a terrible nfTair. H e  had actually to remain there 
nine days to get even a chance to over amidst the driving ice. 
When he did start, the bat, which r'= ad twenty inches of ice frozen 
to jta bottom, became M unmanageable clump among the floating 
musses, and drove down the stream some miles, before they could 
efi'ect their landing. NOW, the Bnme river is traversed by a gmnd 
bridge in two divisions, making an entire mile in length ! I t  ought 
to be remembered, that at this time there were no bridges in aIl the 
route to the West! 

Cnrlisle wne then chietlv remarkable for ita ridd rekious feelines. 
and especially in its deedsilence in the stree; and a; the inns& 
the Sabbath. The  Scotch Presbyterians then had all the sway to 
themselves. 

On one occasion of travelling beyond Carlisle, the paapnge of the 
Yellowbreeches7 creek was so swollen as to stop the passengers for 
a couple of daya H e  nt length procured a man, who, for the con- 
sidemtion of four dollars, contrived to set him over at  a place above 
the ford. H e  used a canoe to which he tied nnd swam the horse; 
lie then took off the wheels and the body of the sulkcy, and ferried , 

them over sepnm~ely. 
Sometimes these toura extended to the cL far West," and at other 

times through the western parts of Virginia and North Carolina Aa 
there were then no stages nnd no bonks inland, there were of course 
no means of remittances, and, therefore, tiii coUeeCws were expected 
to call genemlly upon heir  customers. When they had succeeded 
to gather their silver in quantitiea, they bough pack-horses to serve 
as their carriers; ench horse taking bogs containing two thousand 
dollars, plnced upon little wooden-formed saddles, much in  the sbope 

. 
of a sawyer's wood-horse and set upon the horses7 backs. These 
horses when they arrived at Philadelphia were sold. I t  was in thie 
way of horse-back travelling, you could sometimes see o5cers of the 
Weatern army " coming into the settlements," as they called i ~ ,  even 
on to Philodelph~a In  this way of travelling, we can well remem- 
ber, when, about the same time, the present Philip, king of I;).a7m, 
rode out High street, with his young brothe-e, as explorers and visitera 
of the Western regions. 



W e  ujRLt j u d y  be surprised, m, to contemplate a young man, 
quite alone, with his half a dozen horses laden with silver, travelling 
the lonely wilds of our woods and the rugged heights of our A1 
leghnnies, unmolested by robbers, and nlmost without f a r !  No acs 
cidents then occurred, for surely men were less enured to crime. 
T h e  pack-horses used to be severally unladen at nights, and the 
silver cam'ed into the traveller's bed-room, in the low log-house inn. 
T h e  collector had indeed his pistols; but what were they to the 
power of the landlord and his friends, if they had been evil disposed! 
T h e  money was, however, R serious charge, and we could, if we had 
room, give some amusing anecdotes of false alarms. 

Such facts, so recent in our history, should not be forgotten by 
those who now enjoy such remarkable improvements in our trans- 
ponation conveyances, by steamers, milroads, and co~nfortnble coaches 
drawn upon turnpikes. 

T h e  Revolution wns begun without a single armed vessel. I n  
1775, Rbode Island began by fitting out two small achoonem to de- 
fend the consting tnde, nod Conneclicut had also two small vessels 
for the same object. Rhode Island wns the first to recommend to 
ccmgmw the formation of a naval force; and in December, 1775, 
congress conimissioned seveml vessels&iy thirteen in number, and 
thus commenced our p l lan t  little navy. I n  the spring of 1776, Mns- 
eachusetts fitted out seveml armed vessels, the white flng of whish 
bore a figure of R pine, or liberty tree, with the th~tto,  L C  We appeal 
to Heaven." T h e  first naval battle took place nbout three weeke 
after the bottle of Lexington ; and a Captain TV7eaton was the first 
to cause the stril+zg of the British flng on the ocean. At the time 
of t b i  early career on the sea, General Wnshington undertook to g ~ t  
up and send to sea an expedition of six vessels, and was obliged In 
his instructions to address them as a part of the amay. This  because 
no congreasional laws then existed for the creation of the navy 

At this enrly period of our naval enterprise, the middle and more 
southern slates seem to have started with the device of the rnttle- 
snake, on their flog. T h e  earliest vessels seen of the Virginia out- 
fit, at Norfolk and Hampton roods, contained thirteen stripes, and a 
rattlesnake in i s  coil with head and tnil erect, and thirteen rattles- 
with the motto, " Don't trend on me."* 

T h e  earliest frigate, from Philadelphia, the Alfred, Captain H o p  
kina, of which Paul Jones, was lieutenant, showed a flog of thirteen 
stri ea of red and blue, with a mttlesnnke, in a running nttitude, 
wit E mouth open and sting projected, under it the rnott~--~~Don't 
tread on me." That  same flag, soya Sherbutne, in his Life of Jones, 
wae borne by the Alliance frigate, under Paul Jones, when she dashed 
through a British fleet of twenty-one sail of war-vesels in the North 
tea, receiving their fire and making her escnpe. 

It L commanded by (be London Morning Ch::nide, of26 July, 1776. 



MernOMnda fnnn Lam3 Evans' Journey Q 1743, going fimn 
Philadclp?& by the SehuyLki72 and Susquehanna, to Luke 
Onturio, to wit. 

About 24 miles west of the wagon ford, is the p a s q e  throngh - the iirst ridge of the Kittocktinny Mountains, (since Blue Mom- 
taina) %>om the top of this pass we have a view of the vale 
ten miles across, varied here and there with swelling hills, look- 
ing at a distance like cleared land, but are covered with dwarf 
oaks, about shoulder high, and bearing acorns, or the best gall- 
nuts of any we have. Count Ziendorf  gave to this vale the 
name of St. Anthony's Wilderness, and designs, as Mr. Conrad 
Weiser tells me, to bring over some Germans to settle it. The 
soil is but poor and ordinary, except on the Swatara, and there 
is at present no puctieabk road over the mountain by which the 
vde may commnnicate with the settled part of the province. 
m e  foregoing description must apply to Schuylkill county 
generally.] He speaks of a settlement of Indians, five f d e s  of 
Delawares, at the confluence of the two branches of the S w a m ;  
-marking the place since Jones Town, on the main r o d  to 
Harrisburg. [How things are since dtered.-me Wilderness of 
St. Anthony is no more such, but is now a beautiful and varie- 
gated valley above the Kittatinn Mountain," which mountain 
stretches from the junction of t .I e Susquehanna and Juniata 
rivers, over Dauphin, Schuyllri and Northampton counties.] 

Shamokin (now Sunbury) is d e d  an Indian town of Dela- 
wmes, who have their grou s of wimprams pretty n e u  together, 
and many more scattered f ere and there over a very fruitful 
spot of ground of abont 800 acres. 

Early travelling in Pennsylvania, inland, 1762. 

Heckewelder tells us of his travel from Litiz (Lanwter) with 
C. 3'. Post and others, to the Indians at Muskingum. They started 
3n horseback, singing a hymn. Their going so fnr was deemed 
periloua. Put up first night at Middletown; next day crossed 
thc Susquehanna at Harris's ferry ; the river was risen fearfully 
oy the melting of much snow, the f en feared to cross; at 
length they got over, but were wr ied  T own the stream two miles 
by the rapid current. Stopped at Carlisle to meet and talk with 
Cndhn~ ; m two days reached Shippensburg, where they saw tho 
last of the white settlements. Then came the howling wilderness, 
and every where they saw the blackened ruins of former houses 
and barns, and remains of chimnies, the sad memorials of French 
and Indian devastations in the war of 1766, and after, of which 
they heard many horrid recituls from eye-witne~es. Eleven 
miles beyond Shippensburg, Post struck lnto a mountain path, 
as a much shorter route than by the wagon road. The path waa 
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hardly discemibIe, and the ascent steep and rocky. After a tram 
of mveml days, they arrived at the Juninta crossings, incumn 
much danger over the rapid stream Soon after thby p d 

Bloody Kq" where a body of soldiers conveying. provisions 
to Fort Pitti, had been surprised and K i e d  Seven mlles further, 
they came to Fort Bedford, where was a strong pr i son .  On the 
90th Ahrch they beom to cross the alleghany mountains; then 
the ground mus covered with snow 34 feet deep. Saw there many 
carcases of horses scattered dong the mountain path, more snow 
was klhg, and the f w e d  to be wvered with it; after a pain- 
ful ride, the7 p i n e  { the summit of the mountain. At kt, aRer 
a hard days journey, they m e  to the cabin of a hunter (Jack 
Xiller) in Edmond's swamp. As soon as nightfall the wolves 
came round and began their dismal howl, the night mu& of 
the phce, dl the year round. Miller (called "Paucy Jack'') had 
no stable, md to ,pard the horses from the wolves, ward and 
watch mas kept up dl the night by the hunter and his sons. I n  
the morning they sbrted and soon rexhed Ston? Creek, where 
the small steam was too swollen to be crossed. rhe s d  gar- 
rison, and the few settlers were on the other side. In  time a 
Sugar trough was brought from the wooda, and they femed over, 
but their horses narrowly escaped destruction. ~UZerw3sds they 
crowd Laurel Hill and Chestnut Ridge, aud reached Bushy Run 
on tho 1st April, from whence they pushcd on diligently to go 
25 d e s  to Port Pitt, before night. When within seven or eight 
miles of that Port, they found tlemselvcs on Braddock's field, 
known as the p h  of action on the 9th July, 1755, by the 
dreaclful sight of so many scattered slidla and bones of the slain, 
which lay so thickly around, as to be wntinunlly stricken by the 
hook of their horsea and amaliig &d recollections of the 
slain. At length they reached the Fort, and were once more 
runong their fellow men. The then only private dwelling was 
at the point, owned by two traders, Davenport and McKinney, 
who received them into their house with the most friendly hos- 
pitality. In  the command of the E'ort, was Coloncl Bouquet, 
who, with his officers, treated them with much civility. 

[Such as f i e  preceding, was the nature, toil, and exposure of 
an inland travel, in 1762, and for several years afterwards. It 
ie bome$hing now, to be thus informed by n c t d  travellers, what 
was once the rough and wilderness state of a country, since eo 
settled, productive and flourishing I] 

W~rtcrn Pioneers, aa recdlbted by Rev. Mr. Doclddga. 

The first settlements along tho MonongaheIq commenc ' by 
his father, with others, was in 1772. I n  1773, they exbnded en 
to the Ohio. First settlers came mostly from Maryland and Vir. 
ginia; t h a ~  generally went by the route of Brddock7s 



Some which went from Penns~~lvnnia, went by the military road, 
via Bedford and L' onier. Their removals were generally on 
horses with P a c k - ~ d l e a  Settlement entitled men to land, 400 
acres free. They called the same IL Tomahawk's right+" because 
with it they barked and deadened the trees around their bounds - of location. They usually chose grounds having a hollow for 
b e  house and barn, and the hills near, making them as settled in 
a basin, intending thereby that "whatever comes to the house, 
comes down hill." 

Usnally, settlers came in the Spring, the male part only, and 
after clearing and planting corn, &c, went back for their families, 
and brought themout in the Fall. Small families came out at once 
.in the Spring. They depended much on lean venizon and wild 
turkeys, and often the flesh of the bear. A d o d y  they looked 
out for the hi growth of the potatoes, pumpkins, squashes, &. 
When the young corn came it was a perfect jubilee to use them 
for roasting ems, and afterwards when hardened by age, to grate 
them on a tin grater for Johnn Cakes" (Journey cakes) 

At this time, the settlers live CT in peace with the Indians, but 
in the year of 1774, dl was brought into confusion and peril by 
the war of Lord Dunmore, all brought on by the atrociou 
murder of the peaceable, inoffensive Indians at Ca tina, and 
Yellow Creek. They had, in consequence to move t! e women 
and children into Fort, wherein the had small hovels; the men, 
in the mean time, had to risk t -i e knife and tomahawk, in 
. m i o n a l  attention to their fields, to & their families from 
eventual Btarvation. 

These originiil settlers had to be their own mechanics, for all 
which they needed. The hommony block and hand-mills were 
found in most of their houses. The block was hollowed out at 
top by burning, and the play of the pestle ground the corn. 
Sometimes they used the sweep of 16 feet to lessen the toil, 
in pounding corn into meal for cakes and mush. At some phces 
where they had saltpetre caves, they made their own gunpowder 
by means of those sweeps and m o m  I n  making meal, they 
&o used a domestic contrivance called a grater ; it was a plate of 
rou hly erforated tin, on which they grated their ain. The i is han m was another and a better contrivance, ma f e with two 
circulnr stones, the under one being the bed stone, and the upper 
one the runner. These were placed to run in a wide hoop or 
band, with a spout for dischar ng the meal; the runner wm 
moved by a staff passed throug f an upright &ed in the run- 
ner. Such mills are still used in the Holy Land, as alluded to 
by our Saviour, when he said L L t w ~  women shall be grinding at 
a mill." &a. 

Their water-mills were tubmills, made readily with little ex- 
pense, consisting of an upright shaft, at the lower end of which a 
wheel of 4 or 6 feet was attached, the upper end passed througb 



the bed stone and carried the m e r  in the mnnner of a trundle 
head Sifters were used in lieu of boltkg cloths, and were mada 
of deerskim as a parchment, stretched over a lloop and pierced 
with holes made wid  hot mire. 
As to their clothing, it was spun by women in every house ; 

almost every woman could wave their linsey-woolsey and make 
the clothes. 

Every family tanned their own leather; their tan vat was a 
large trough sunk in the ground ; bark was ehaved and pounded, 
mhe3 were used in p h  of lime, for takmg off the hair. Bear's 
~d hog's lard and tallow, answered in place of fish oil. The 
currying was done with a drawing-We; the blacking was made 
of soot and hog's lard. 

Most families had their own tailors and shoemakers; those 
who could not make shoes could make shoe packs, made like 
mocwons, of single pieces of leather, save the tongue-piece, on 
the top of the foot, all was fitted by gathering stitches. They 
made ploughs of wood, harrows mth wooden teeth, they also 
mnde their own cooper ware of staves. Some who could not do 
some of these things for themselves, gave their labor to those who 
could, and so all were profited and mutually accommodated. 
Rough times indeed I 

For a long time aftm the first settlement of the country the 
inhabitants married young. Therewas no distinction of rank, and 
verv little of fortune: on these accounts the first loves resulted in 
m3friage; and a famil~establishrnent cost but a little labor, nothing 
else. Marriares were celebrated at the house cf the bride. and the 
incidents we6 usually these, viz. : I t  created a general sensation, 
it was looked to by all, old and young, as occasion for frolic and 
fun, and being almost the only means of producing a gathering, 
except where labor was required, such as reaping? log-rolling, 
housc buiIding, or campaigning; they went to it with double 
zcst. The groom party stnrted from the housc of the fnther 
early, so as to reach the house of the bride by noon, the intended 
time of marriage,-for it ws always to precede the dinner. The 
company there assembled being frontier people, without a store, 
tailor, or mantumaker within a hundred miles, came dressed 
accordingly. The gentlemen were dressed in shoe-packs, moc- 
casons, leather breeches, leggins, linsey hunting shirts, and all 
home-made. The ladies armed in linsey petticoats, and linsey 
or linen bedgowns, coarse shoes, stockin& handkerchiefs, a d  
buckskin elovea if anv. The horses were camrisoned with old 
Baddles, 012 bridles o; haltera, and pnck-eaddles, with a bag or 
blankets thrown over them : a roDe or string was the usual ainh, 
The procession march on s h h  a; ocwion %as intended t o l e  in 
doublc file, where the horse paths, for they had no road, would 
permit. Such paths were occasionally interrupted hy fallen treea 



md sometkes sodone from mischief, and by interlocking grape 
vines and sapplin to frnstrnte the com any. Sometimes a pose '? g 3f nei&borswoul be restingin nmbus to fire a feu de jok, so as 
to cover the party with smoke, and to create surprise and s h r i h  
mong the riding ladies, md  the chivalrous bustle of their nrt- 
nern If some got n sprain, they bound it up with the* hnnd;er- 
chief, and w e d  little more about it; they had no doctors to he1 
them, nor to help consume theu gains. As the procession near ef; 
the house of the bride, it would sometimes occur that two young 
men would start on horseback, full tilt, to win the bottle of whie- 
key, which, it was previously understood, would be hung oat for 
the p i n  of the first arrival. The start was announced, by an 
Indian yell; the more the route was encumbered by logs, brush, 
muday hollows, 8tc, the better for the rival parties to show their 
nonemanship. The bottle gained, the winner returns to the 
party, and first hands it to the groom, and thence it goes on from 
one to acother, giving each their draught, of a dram, the ladies 
included. 

For the repast of such a part the table, made of a lnrge slab of 
timber hewn out with a broa i l l  -asel and set on four sticks, was 
spread with beef, pork, fowls, and sometimes deer and bear 
meat There might be some old emter dishes and plates, but B the rest were wooden bowls zn trenchers A fern pewter 
spoons were to be seen, but the most of them were made 01 
horns. If knives were scarce, the deficiency wns made up by using 
their ecal ing knives, taken from the belts of their hunting shirts. 

After &ner dancing cornmeneed, and usually lasted till the 
next morning. The figures were reels, or square sets, and jiga 
'IZe commencement waa always a square four, which was fol- 
lowed by what was called jigging it off; none were allowed to 
sted away to get sleep, and if girls got tired, they were expected, 
for want of chairs, to sit upon the knees of the gentlemen. 

At  9 or 10 o'clock at night, some of the young ladies would 
steal off the bride. That was sometimes to a loft, above the dan- 
cers, going there b n ladder ; and such s bride's chnmber, was 
floored with clap $ oards, lying loose and without nails. Some 

oung men, in mean time, stole off the groom to his bride. At  a 
%ter period, they sent them up refreshments, of which 6 M  
Betty, so called, was an essential part, as she stood, in their par- 
Iance, for a bottIe of whiskey. 

Such entertninmenta sometimes lasted for several days, none 
giving over till fully f ged down. If any neighbors felt them- 

Y 7  selves slighted, by not eing invited, it would sometimes occur, 
that such would show their presence by cutting OR the man- 
foretops, and even tails of the horses belonging to the weddin 
party, everything being rude, like the regions which surround e i  
them1 All those scenea and all those kinds of people have 
passed away. 



Appendix 

Wm. Darby, pd&g of his early recollections of Pittsbxg, 
and the adjacent coun (beginning 25 years nRer brad dock'^ 
defeat,) nfter speaking ? o his wonderment at the changes e i T e ~ d  
in 55 years of absence, says, that the Indians were before his 
time, most clustered about that vicinity. That it wns there that 
Shin-? King of the Delawares, occupied the spot chosen by 
Washmen as the agent, for the site of a post for the Ohio 
Company. The other part of the proximate country was in- 
habited by the %goes and Shawanoes. When the French 
were obliged to abandon their position at the forks of the Qhio, 
the greater part of the Indians moved further west ; so that when 
settlements first began to be made there by the Whites h m  Vir- 

and Pennsylvania, the whole country was an unsettled d- 
ernesa It was between the years 1735, and '50, that the Whites 3- 

pmed and seated themselves L'few and far between," beyond 
the Blue Ridge. The oldest town in the Great Valley, is Win- 
chester, Va., which had probably been an Ind in  village before. 
I t  wns a trading station as, early as 1730; Ha,pstown was also 
another out-trading post. Salt at that time was worth $5 per 
bushel to frontier people, and the dit%cultyof getting it continued 
for 30 years afterwards. The great era of Western settlement 
began in 1762, under the auspices of Gov. Dinwiddie; it wns he 
that gave the impulse and encouragement westward, extending 
fram W~oming in Pennsylvania, to Holstein river in Virginis 
I n  Virpia,  the Alleghany w3s not passed by the settIers unti' 
1749, when some isolated habitations were formed in the Green 
Brier county. In  1750, Christopher Gist was sent out by the 
Ohio Company, with instructions to examine the country, and to 
rep* the p d c a b i l i t  of settlements along the Ohio river, and 
thence down a the F& of Ohio. E e  made his journey up the 
Potomac, thence up the valle to where Fort Cumberland was K afterwards made; thence to t e Franktown on n branch of the 
Juniata, thence to Loyalhamon, and thence out to the Ohio, at 
the Forks. When he he saw the King's 
colours there trader) at the 
head of the few council with 
the Indians. It Merlin and 
John Salling und.~rbok a journey. of discovery up the Great 
Valley. They went as fiu ss the head of the Roanoke, where . 
Galling was captured by the Cherokees, and carried to the present 
Tenneasee ; from thence he escaped in a hunting excursion in 
Kentucky. At his return home, via New Orleans to Williams- 
burg, he gave such fascinating accounts of the fine Ian& seen 
that he inspired John Lewis and J o b  Mackay to accompany 
him westward. Lewis made his settlement near the preseni 



Talmton, and gave his name to Lewis creek, a branch of James 
river; and Mackay k e d  himself (where his de8cendanta now 
reside,) in the Forks of the Shenandoah. At that time the& 
huntem could find bnffaloes to kill, now no longer men. 

Erst Sdllera of Nko Jera y. 

Of the h t  settlement of Newton township, old Thos. Sharp, . 
8 friend, has left a quaint account, to wit: Let it be remember&, 
that it having wrought upon ye minds of some friends that dwell 
in fielan4 but such aa came thither (there?)fmn Englancl, and 
a pressure being hid npon themfor some y q  from which they 
could not remove until they gave up to leave their friends and 
relatives there, with their comfortable subsistence, to transport 
themselves and families into th% wilderness. I n  order thereto, 
they sentfrom Dublin in Ireland, to one Thomas Lnrtin, a friend 
in London, commander of a pink, who came and made his 
agreement to transport them into Nko Jmsy, viz: Mark Newby, 
Thomas Thackara, William Bate, George Goldsmith, and Thomas 
Sharp, (the writer) then a young man and single. But while the 
shi lay at Dublin, Thomaa Lurtin ge sick, remained behind, 4' T an pnt the command under his mate, Jo n Daggar, who set mil 
the 19th 9th mo, 1681, and arrived at Elsinburg in Salem Co, 
upon the 19th 11th mo, (two months) following, where they 
were well entertained at the houses of the Thornpans, who had 
before gonefkomIreland in 1677. m e  time of the h t  Thomaa 
Watson.] These had attained to very good living by their in- 
dustry. From there, we went to Salem, where were several 
houses that were tmant  of persona who had left the town to 
settle in the country. I n  these we resided for the winter, which 
proved to bemoderate. At Wickacoa (Philadelphin) we urchased t; a boat of the Swansons [sons of Sven the Swede] an so went 
to Burlington to the Commissioners, of whom we obtained a war- 
rant of survey, from the then Surveyor General, Daniel Leeds. 
Then, aRer some considerable search to and fro in what was 
then called the third of I i h  tenth, we at last pitched npon the 
plnce then d e d  Newton, [up N e r h n  creek, and now gone,] 
which was &fme the settlement of Phiadelphis In  the Spring 
of 1682 we all removed from Salem, together with Robert Zane. 
who had before come with the Thompsons, and was also q e c t -  
ing ua So we began then our settlement; and although we 
were at times pretty hard bestead, having all our provisions 3s 
far aa Salem, tu felch by water, yet through merc of God, we hi were preserved in health, and from any extreme culty. A 
meeting waa immediately set up at the h o w  of Mark Newby? 

Thh Newby brongbt out many bdtpence of 1680, wbicb were called Pahiah 
money, and -me of them ors noy promerred by Joaeph 0. Cooper in Newton. 



and in a short time it grew and increased-unto which Wm 
Cooper and family that lived at the Poynte, resorted; and some 
times the meetiw was kept at his house, where he had been s& 
tled some time before. We had than zeal and fervency of spirit, 
although we had some dread of the Indians as a salvage people, 
neverthelesg ye Lord turned them to be serviceable to us, and 
to be very loving and kinde. Let then the risii generation con f - sider that the settlement of this country was uected u p  a74 

impuise, by the spirit of God's people; not so much for their 
ease and tranquillity, as for their posterity, and that the wilder- 
ness being planted with a good seed, might grow and inmeme. 
But should not these purposes of the good husbandman come to 
pass, then they themselves shall suffer loss. These hcts I have 
thought good thus to leave Mind, as one having had knowledge 
of these thing from the beginning.* 

p h e  aforesaid Thomas Sharp was a mrv or and clerk of 
"g court, the same who laid out and surveyed t e old "Town of 

i3loucester," and so d e d  at the time, (1689,) and the place pre- 
viously Hermaomissing and A r w m e s  by theIndians, and N w u  
by the Dutch and Swedes. There was once there a chalybeata 
spring, much visited by Phildelpbns,  where they also regaled 
on strawberries.] 

"At yon anluhriour fount to sip, 
Immured in darknome shade, 

Aronud whose sides m a p o l i ~  bloom, 
Whome dlvcr blossom# deck the gloom, 

And acent the rpiey glade." 

p i d e  Rev. Nathaniel Evans' poems. 
Thomas Sharp's name is often seen in Iaaac Mickle's Remi- 

niscences of Old Gloucester, (an interesting little work.) It wns 
from this fmi l  of Sharps, that we have derived the Els'iborough 
grape, near deem. 

Beck& n o t h  af Lewt Town and the Mjacent county of 
Delaware as done from 1727 to 1743. 

Having been favored in the year 1838 to peruse a MS. book of 
190 pa eq as mitten by the Rev. Wm. Becket, church mission 
ary at 1 ewis Town, from 1727 to 1743, being his notices of sun- 
drieq his letten, his poet id compositions, kc., I take them 
from the following items.] He went from London to Lev& .' Town in 1721, was born in Cheshire.] 

He roposes that the Society for Foreign Missions in London, 2' shoul apply to tbe crown to procure the grant of the land6 in 
the three lower counties, comprising 200,000 acres, inasmuch, 

Thoman Sharp'a letter above, ia preaened ns a just counter-part to the letter of 
Richard Townsend, apnhlio friend, who wrote nnd desorihed lnoidenls at PhUadelpbi.. 
in the evly nettlement. Let thcmlive tide by side/orpo&rify. 



aa tLey were. not included in the grants to Pennsylvania or 
Maryland, although the two proprietors were then contending 
for it in London. 'LSnndry persons who have present titles 
from one or the other, are uneasy, and would willingly have the 
Church for their landlord, as a majority of the people are of the 
Church of England. With such mans  of money at command, 
support might be raised for a .dTmgan, much wanted here." 

He demurs to marriage licenses being e q d y  in the hands of 
the Presbyterians as well as in the Church-safing it was an 
innmution first introduced by Gov. Sir George Wm. Keith, to 
improve his desperate fortune. 
His parish com rised the whole county of Slwex-having 

four churches, a n i  having service every sabbath dternste~y, 
The first mas built in 1707 at Cedar Creek St. Peter's at 
Lewis Town was erected in 1722,* chiefly by gifts made in P h z b  
dekhia. The Grst settlers mere generally churchmen fmm 
Enghnd--some few were Dutch. Since then, the Scotch Irish 
came into Sussex, have two meeting-how and are very 
bigotled" 

The propomon of inhabitants in Sussex in 1728, were 1,075 
~f church people, 600 of Presbyterians, and 76 of Quakers; 
making- toeether 1,760 souls, the whole estimated population. 
h L e m  &ere were 58 families. The negroes in Sussex were 
241. School-houses were usually built of logs, done in ona duy 
by a11 the neighbourhood, by the side of a wood. 

Mr. Becket wrote poetry very readily, and left several e m -  
ples. It was his mctice to ride on horseback fXty miles a week, E to visit the churc es and people. 

The enrl prevalenceof Church of England doctrine in Sussex, l -not muc altered till the time of Whitefield, tended much to 
preserve there "the love of Church and State" among. a majority 
of the people, even down to the time of the Revolut~onary war 
That event produced many Tories, so-called, who were never- 
theless very well meaning and respectable people. They aimed 
to live neutral, but beiig sometimes persecuted, they w ~ d d  
sometimes leave their homes, and take refuge in the B ' i  
Swamp, and had considerable sufferings there. 

Eadiesb Inn& l h d e  and Furnaces, Pennsylvania. 

These were begun as early as 1716. Exportations were made 
in 1 1 7  Some jealousy was thereby excited in the mother 
country, so that in 1719 a bill was introduced into Parliament to 
prevent the erection of rolling and slitting mills,-but was then 
rejected. In 1760, however, such an act was passed; but allow 
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ing the exportation of pig metal to England, free of duties. Pig 
metal exported in 1760, WM 3,425 tong md 390 tons of bar iron 
The cheapness of wood and labour here, gave great advantago 
to the American furnaces,-which they thus enjoyed from 1760 
to the period of the Revolution. 

Thehst built furnace of Pennsylvania, waa that of Colebrooke 
Dale, (Berks Co.,) b d t  in 1720, by Jas. Lewis and Anthony 
Momis, of Philadelphia The Beamfurnace was built in 1730, 
and the Warwick in 1736. The Cornwall furnace in Lebanon coon2 wns buiIt in 1741-2, by Peter Gmbb, and greatly en- 
rich all the ownera In  1798 it became the property of Robt. 
Coleman, who also acquired a great estate thereby. The price 
of ig iron at this place in 1780, was 3300 Continental money, 
au f in 1786 wns 36 10 shiiings, Pen lvania currency or 
$I?'+. The Nount Vernon furnace e r e c g i n  1800, by Henry 
B. (3- produced 60 tons a week. The Mount Hope f m m q  
b d t  by Peter Grnbb in 1786, yielded about 900 tons of pig 
metal per ~MML 

Red Bank, and thc Wm tf thc Rmlulia. 

Job Whitall, who lived at Red Bank, in a large brick h o w  
fronting the river, (next below the redoubt where Count Donop 
fell,) kept a MS. D i ,  from the year 1775 to 95, wherein he 
noted daily events, relating to himself. From that book I have 
made sundry extracts, hereinafter given, which may serve to 
shorn some of the incidents of the war at and near his place in 
1777-8. A Luge cannon ball went through his house, while his 
wife was spinning. She then took the w'neel and herself into the 
cellar. 

1777. 10th Month, 22d. This day leneant snd &-he -l and his father hung the @+-then finis ed the st3cka Then 
got up horses and wagon, and loaded their goods, to move them, 
-because the English troops (in the river) were coming nearer. 
Emself, wife and children, &r eating dinner, went off to uncle 
David Cooper's [near Woodbury.] Cooper sent his wagon to aid 
in moving the goo& They drove awa 21 head of cattle. The E people in ihe Fort drove away from fat er and I, 47 sheep, into 
the Fort. 

10th Month, 23d. The Americans filled the house at bie 
father's, so that we were forced to move out, and we took loa& 
of goods to John Murdocb in Woodbury, [three miles off.] 

26th. The soldiers pressed his mare, by order of Col. Greene. 
26th. We haul away the wheat and grain,-then fill four 

rooms with goods, locked up. 
27th. These rooms the soldiem broke open, and took away 

wme otatoes. 
11 ti Month, 1st. I'he soldiers took his mare and four loadn 



of rye-he gets off mme of his h o m a  His neighbours a& to 
carrg some of hi produce, hay, &C 

4th. The soldiers press his oxen, ss they were in the act of 
hauling away. The soldiers went to his uncle David Coop& 
and there pressed J. Whitall's sorreL 

7th. He and family went to Woodbury meeting of Friends,) 6 found it was in use as an hospital for sick soldiere; ut Friends 
held a solid, satisfactory meeting out of doom The militia 
soldiers were quartered at Gibbs' house, and filled it. Paid for 
beef then at one shilling and sixpence per p o d  

9th. The soldiers at Woodbuy steal some of Whitall's pigs- 
in meeting time, while the f3mil is at meeting. 

10th. He goea to the l3a~&~* (his homestead,) and 
load out of his cellar. Now he moves again, (from MA:': 
in Woodbury,) to Gibbs' for safety. 

16th. He went over to hi house at Red Bank, to bring away 
a load, but h e  was so much f i g  there, that nothing was done 
by him. Today he lrilled his fnt cow, and in the night the 
soldiers came and pillaged a part of it 

16th. We held om meeting at Mark Miller's home. 
21& Hestaid at home today, because of the EngLish soldiers, 

then arrived there. They took his two m e s  both with foal, 
and while the arm was w i n g  by, they came and took their 
bread, ies, milk cgeese, &her, cups, spoons,-.la0 their shlts, 
sheets, \ lankets, &c., then drove out the cattle from the brick 
shed, all of which, however, m e  back again, save one ox. 

22d. The soldiers took one of his pigs, and cut and hacked 
othera A great number of soldiers went by today, partly 
peaceable, they only took some gears and some potatoes. 

23d. The soIdiers took some of his hay, slung on their horses, 
and also took ten sheep. 

24th. A warm pleasant day. The English soldiers all moved 
off in the morning from Woodbury. He walkcd to the camp 
ground-found there hi big kettle, and the hide of hi brown o x  
He then walked to Woodbury, and found that they had opened 
his smoke-house, and taken five flitches. They also had used of 
his boards a thousand feet, and burned two or three thousand of 
his staves. 

27th. Observes a northern light and records its appearance. 
30th. Goes to Friends meeting, then held again, for the firet 

time, in the meeting house. 
12th Month, 15th. He goes over to Red Bank to spread and 

gather 5 q  being a residue left by the soldiers, who had before 
used some of it for tents. 

1778. 2d Month, 10th. Went to "youths' meetingn at 
Woodbury-a great gathering, and many public f i n d s ,  and 8 
very grateful time there to many. 

4th Month, 20th. He m o - a  back to Red B d ,  



osck his wle, aRer nn absence, and precarious living, for up 
wards of six months. 

=The place of Job Vhitall.now held by his ,mndson Lou% 
mtd, is an old family home3tead of ninety acres held u p w d  
of a century. It was first settled there by Henry Treadwell, in 
1683; after sixteen years, was bought by the ancestor James 
Whitall, and there used as his farm. The brick house was 
milt there in 1748. CoL l?mddin Davenport, of Woodbury, 
mid that dl of CoL Greene's command were black men The 
present omer, Lou% Wlit.11, has the scull of Count Donop; he 
took me KI his grave-sunken, and marked with a come stone, 
inscribed with his name, +hen hilled, &c; he also led me 
over the remains of the old redonbt. It was, at the time, in an 
apple orchard; which was cut down to make room. There are 
remains of two breastworks-the first one wns on too large a 
scale to man it, and they therefore made a smaller one within the 
other, on one side o f i t .  The outer fosse is still a deep ditch, and 
all the premises are now all overgrown with tall and thick set 
pines, and some other trees. The monument is placed some dis- 
tance northward from the redoubt, on the line of the next land 
owner, as the Whitah did not wish it on their ground, because 
of predatory companies visiting the ground, and using their 
melons and fruits, kc. 

visited the lam and took the above notes and memoranda, 1 the 26th and 27t of June, 1847.1 
whiid'8 house was used as an hospital after the battle, to 

amputate the wounded. Nra Whitall, was a character, and 
being pfesent when they complained of heavy foot-falls on the 
floor, sad they must not complain, who had brought it on them- 
selves1 She was, however, kind-hearted and useful to them. 
One night, while seated at sewing or knitting she saw the lower 
limbs of s thief, going u stairs, she fo~owe8 up immediatel 

$ 
down ntaira, and slapped his face and bid him begone. 

G found him under the be ordered him out, led him by the co 

Our Advancement and Proqmty. 

Being remarks induced by tbs perusal oFMaaadaJ'. England, Vol. 1, Chap 3d. 

However we, of this age, may smile at the rustic eirnplici 
the o s t s o  often set forth in the present work, we are o y to B b Of 
rea such a book as Macaulay's England, at the time that Penn- 

lvania began to be eettled, to erceive how like the early se t  f: x r s  here, was the condition o f t  e home country which they had 
left, Macaulay's extended 3d chapter, is replete with notices of 
all such leading changes of men and thin s t h e ,  as these An& 8 of our country have aimed to note an observe here. He re- 
marks very justly that " we must never forget that the country 



hen, m:s a very dfferent country from that in which we rum 
live.'' 

We here give a summary of fncts, for example, to wit &'The 
h y  and Nn then, were ernall neglected concerna The Y' aheep, oxen, an horses, were diminutive. They had no race 
horses, as now. Their manufactories were few. Agricultnre 
was i .  understood, and little practised:-they had few gardens 
and flowers. Coal and salt mines were not worked. The roads 
were bad. Stages were few; going only two or three times a 
we& to principal towns. The chief land carriage was with pack 
horses Their country gentlemen and gentry made few or no 
viaits to London. London itsew was coarse and grotesque in its 
buildings of mood and plaster. They had only small gazettes of 
weekly publication; and the mass of the people had no reading 
but in the form of ballride. There were no political readers-no 
free discussion; and very few who were able to read and write. 
Few books were printed and read. The people were coarse and 
cruel in their sports. The country cler were ill paid, and little 
regarded. Few humane and charita ? le institutions existed. 
The poor were ill paid,-but four to seven shillings per meek, 
and their comforts generally neglected. They had no hospitals 
for their sickness. The Postoffice was but little used, and mer- 
chants lived in confined closes, &c. They were without libraries 
Philosophy, medicine, chemistry, mechanics, were studied by 
very few. The elegant places now about London, were then 
ntde uncultivated commons, ha a in many locations, heaths, 

-% fens, and morasses. Highwaymen t en beset most of the roade ; 
and travellers went mostly on horseback. 

From the premises, we of this country, cannot but erceive, 
that ow progress in im rovement, preceding the perioa) of om 
Revolutionary war, muc 1 surpassed the time of the two Charles' 
m d  Crommell's governments. A result which we should be 
inclined to impute to our self-movements, and self-inspired 
impulses, impelling to all that was useful and ameliorating. Aa 
Americans, let us consider 1 

Old Cbngrem and First Prayer. 

JohnAdams has given in a letter of Sept, 1774, at Phila, his 
p p h i o  descri tion of the cause and manner of the fht prayer 
la the then krst Congress. Writing to a friend, he sags 
"When the Congress met, Mr. Cushing motioned that it should 
be opened with prayer. It was op osed by Mr. Jay and Mr 

fi 
1 Rutled e, because we were so divide in rehgioua sentiment  

Some piscopaliaq some Quakers, some Anna-Baptiste, some 
Presbyterians, and some Con e tionalists, that we could noc 
join in' the same worship. d? %muel a d a m  rose and said 
that '&he was no bigot, and could hear prayer from any gentle- 



man of piety and virtue, who was at the same time a friend to 
his mutry-that he was s stranger in Philadelphia, but had 
h d  that Parson Duch6 deserved that character; and therefore 
he moved that he, an E iscop& clergyman, might be desired to 
read prayers before $ Congea to-morrow morning." The 
motion was abed. Ur. Randolph, our President, waited on 
him-he appeared with his clerk, and in pontificals, read several 
prayers, and then read the order of Psalms for the 7th Se tember 
a part of which was the 36th p d m .  You must remem g er, this 
was the nest morning, after we had hard the rumours of the 
horrible cannonade of Boston. It seemed as if Heaven had 
ordained ~ psalm to be read on that morning1 f i r  this, 
blr. Duch6, unexpectedly to every body, struck out in extempo- 
rary prayer, which filled the bosom of every man present. I 
must confess, I never heard a better prayer, or one so well pro- 
nounced-done with such fervour-such ardour-such correct+ 
ness and athos, and in language so elegant and sublime, for F Congeesq or the Province of Massachusetts Bay, especially the 
town of Boston It had an excellent effect upon every body 
here. I must beg you to read that psalm, to wit: "Plead my 
cause, 0 Lord, with them that strive against me-stnnd up for 

my heir my unto my soul, I am thy salvation Let them be 
. turned xk and brought to confusion that devise my h u r b a n d  

my tongue shall speak of thy praise evermore." If there is any 
faith in the sortes Billiccr, it would be thought providential. The 
whole scene and cr i s i iwas  enough to melt a heart of stone. 
I saw the tears gush into the eyes of the old, grave, p d o  
Quakers. 

Cbngress, and &t of &umnment at Princeton, July, 1783. 

The Rev. Bshbel Ckeen, in writing to his father-says : We 
have the gentlemen of the Congreas for fellow-studentq the 
however, exercising by themselves in the library. We are m a 2  
now alive and bustling; the quiet of the village is broken up- 
carriages and wagons and chairs, now rattle every where; 
oranges, pine-apples, and lemons, and other luxuries, are all 'the 
cry now. They have had a p a t  public dinner, at 6 o'clock, 
having present sundry foreign ministers. In  the evening, sky- 
rockets and firework The papers, brought by the Congreaa, 
Wed ~ i x  wagons.'' 

I have sometimes said, and &ill oftener thought, that my 
Am& should afford interest abroad-wen in Europe, itself: as 
showing the early domestir, 4 homebred history of oui 4r.glp 
S m n  mce, destined perchance, with Britons at home, to miglyy 



under Pmvldence, the other nations of the globe I I see some of 
my thoughts, lately, well expressed in the London Christian 
Examiner-to wit: "Trace the principles and institntions of the 
PilCI&s in their development, operation and results. Not only 

- 'the little one h3s become a thousand, and the small one a great 
one,' but those institutions, civil and sacred, have found thro h- 3 out a congenial soil I n  tJue  stand h gloty of America; nn er 
m y  other dynasty that country could never have risen On her 
present position we must look with intense ingrest. Her whole 
history is interwoven with the fate of Europe-America holds no 
common place. Her conduct and iduence in morals and reli- 

'on, is in unison and co-opention with that of Britain, and is . 
%dined to change the whole aspect of society every where. The 
superstitions and errors of ages are melting away. I n  her 
future progress she is destined, in common with Britain, to carry 
along with her the destiny of the species. The world is not only 
to receive a new language, a new philosophy, a new reliQon: 
but to take its entire type and impression from these t ~ o  mtlons. 
I n  m o d  power and resources, America not ony rivals, but fsr 
exceeds the European States, England alone excepted. No force 
can crush the mppafhy that already exists and is continually 
augmenting, between Europe and the New World. We  are 
deeply interested in the progress of her power and greatness; 
for she is descended from ancestors who, like the Father of the 
faithful, for the sake of truth, went to a land which they h e w  
not ; and l i e  the children of Abraham, have truth in then keep- 
ing-in common with us ; and are destined to carry it by their 
commerce and British principles of civilization, to the end of the 
earth." [Are not Britons, then, peculiarly interested in elcnmin- 
ing those traces of our domestic history, those pictures of our 
rise, pr?grcss, and advancement to present greatness, which have 
been pictorially drawn from facts, such as I have traced and 
recorded? Let Britons examine and consider 1 Americnns too, 
of whatever State, and however distant from Philadelphia, or 
New Pork, have adiiect interest in such recitals as I have aimed 
to preserve, as being n of those &lonth2 da s, when we as 
Colonists were all of character, an ~i in each and 
every Colony, frugal, contented, and home- 
bred race.] 

Mtnwranda of H&twicaZ Wmks concerning our olden time. 

The most ancient is that of John de h e t ,  of Antwerp; a 
resident of Leyden-himself a scholar-he wrote very accurntdy 
&om what he heard. - He knew personally, Capt. De Tries, and 
hnd seen the MS. journale of Hendrick Hudson, Adrian Block, 
Capt. Nay, and probably other voyagers to the New Nederlandg 
Hehad much enthusiasm for the interests of our New World-he 



formed, probably, the earliest chart of the Dehware. He 
describes the tribes of Indians, from the Cnpes to the Palla at 
Trenton. He published in 1626, and died in 1649. 

A tnsslationof the part relnting to the New Netherlands 
h b e e n  published in the iirst volume of the New York series of 
the New York Historical Collections-he published in blnck 
letter, in Dutch and Latin. Which h t  waq of c o w  for the 
,warn of Europe. 

The nest in order comes the Royal Beauchamp Plantagenel, 
who published in 1648, his Udescription of Nm ABion, made 
up from his two pmphlets, of 1637 and '42. Though urelmly 
written, it seems to be the result of an actual residence, by cer- 
tain English settlers, (among whom wns Ynster Evelyn,) under 
the grant to Sir Edmond Ployden, his friend.* He had marked 
out the country for several nobles of hi family, and he nud his 
compatriots, for a while held a settlement on the Jersey side oi 
Delaware, somewhere below Red Bank, supposed at Billings- 
port. But one copy of this most remarkable work is believed to 
exist, and that is in the Philadelphia Library, [and which is 
intended to be copied, as a curiosity.] 

The "description of New Sweden," by Campanius, may be 
regarded as the third book in point of order of our antiquities. 
For although not printed at the time it depicts--yet it contains 
hcts about locations along the Delaware, collected by Thomas 
Campanius, and Peter Lindstrom, the Engineer, contemporary 
with Gov. Printz, in 1642 and subsequent. This Cmpanius 
was the Swedish cler an who lived in New Sweden six years. T He ~ v a s  born in Stock olm, 1601, from which cause he has been 
called Thomas Campanius Holm. He made a catechism into the 
Indian Language, printed in 1696, he died in 1683. The notes 
which he wrote at Tinicum, were edited by his grandson, also 
named Th3mas Campanius IIolm, and published at Stockholm 
in 1702. It has lately been done into English by Mr. P. S. 
Duponceau, at the instancc of the Historical Societ of Pennsyl- i vania, and a smnll copy of Lindstrom's map of e Delaware. 
accompanies the work, a Iarge chart of 27 inches is also preserved 
in the Philosophical Society. 

The next of the historians and geographers is Adrian Van de: 
Vonck, who bore the honours of Dt.ctor of civil and common law, 
from the University of Leyden. He enjoys the distinction of 
being the first lawyer in the New Netherlands, and the first 
sheriff of Rensselaerwyck. He came out in 1642, and afterwards 
rinted at the Hague in 1663, his "Description of the New Nether- 

f.ndal From the second edition of 1656, Mr. Johnson of Brook 
Ployden odh himself Earl dlhion, as having land enough hore to give him aa 

Euldoml It dI went down a8 to oldm and W e ;  bnt in 1788, we urw in tho publia 
papen, a 01Dim to Now Jeaey and Long Inland, M belonging to the Earl of Albion'# 
f d y - i t  died away mnotiosd 



lyn, baa made iris tram&bn. Although in himself a scholar, he 
preferred to write in his vemcular tongue, the Dutch. Hia map 
of 1656, so far as the Delaware is concerned, seems very correct 

I n  1656, was published, in Dutch, a work by D a d  Pielenn, 
dc Vriw, master of artillery, his 'I Brief historid and journalized 
notes of several voyages to the four quarters of the globey1 This 
De Vries is the same person who appeared in command at 
Fort N m u ,  N. J. He was concerned with his friends De Laet 
and Van Rensselaer in planting colonies in New Netherlande. 

A portion of h i  work has been transhted into English 
for the New York Historical Society, b Mr. Troost, m d  also J some fm,ments of it have been preserve by Du Sietiere. 

I n  1698, Gabriel Thomas, published in London I' an historical 
and geo,"rphid nccount of the Province of Pennsylvania and 
of West New Jersey? The part relative to Penns lvmia, I have K given in my Amah. The New Jersey part, I ave not seen 
-the book is now very scarce, and hard to be obtained-the 
Jersey part has been reprinted here lately. 

Peter Kalm, was a professor of Botany, born in 1715 in 
Sweden, who visited our Swedish settlers in 1748, and remained 
among us three years ; he published hi travels among us, in an 
English translation in 1770,-died in 1779, much distinguished 

t i  Botanist. 
I n  1796, the Rev. George Acrelius published at Stockholm, "A 

description of the present and former state at the Swedish con- 
gregations in New Sveden," which was t d a t e d  by Nicholas 
Collin. D. D, of Swedes' Church. Phhdelphb. Acrelius had 
been minisbrat the Chistima, church in f)elawarc, for eeverd 
veam. He returned toSweden in 1766. and lived at Fallinsborc 
i -  - m Sweden, when his book waa published. 

This romantic Creek and scenery, now so much visited and 
familiar to many, wm not long since an extremely wild unvisited 
lace-to illustrate which, I give these facts, to wit: Enoch and 

f m b  Bittenhouse, resident. there, told me in 1845, that when 
they were bo s the place had many pheasants, that they snared P a hundred o them m a season-they nlso got many partridges. 
The creek h d  many excellent fish-such as large sunfish a d  
perch. The summer wild ducks came there regularly, and were 
shot often-also, some winter d u c k  They then had no visitors 
from the city, and only occaeiondly from Germantown. There 
they lived quietly and retired-now all is puhlio and bustling- 
all ie chan,d 



John 8. Hatton, of Philadelphi aged 10D ye- 

h g e v i l y ,  and List of N a m  and Agck 
Tbe frosb of ninety yearn hare pused 
Upon thb aged head- 

It seem a dno old mlio o u t  
From dnya thnt long hare fleh 

Mra Betsey b n t l n m ,  died at Maury county, North Carolina, 
on the 10th January, 1834, aged 154 yeml  She was a native 
of Germany, and arrived at North C a r o h  in 1710. At the 
age of 120 her eyesight became h o s t  extinct; but during the 
last twenty years of her life, she could see as well ne when 
20 years of %el She had come out in 1710 among a number 
of Q e m  em~grants, to whom 60v. Lynte was directed to give 
100 acres of land severdy, as motives to settlement She was for 
seved year~  unable to wnlk, and it was their practice for several 
yeam to keep her lying between two feather bedg to kee u the 
wentid temperature to the preservation of her life. lost 
the sense of taste and hearing, for some time before her death. 

Died at New Brunswick, N. J, (Aug. 1834,) Hugh Hender- 
eon, aged 104 years; a mtive of the Highlands of Scotland He 
could take long walks, and enjoyed hi health and spirits till 
Febmry last, when he broke his leg by a fall on the ice. Hie 
bones were set and reunited firmly. 

Died in Chester county, 1831, Nathaniel Mercer, of that 
county, aged 101 em. 

Died at New %ark, September, 1834, of Cholera, a poor 
colonred woman, aged 109 years. She lived and died in h g e  
etreet. There is now living in Washington street a colonred 
man who is agod 104 yeam. 



Joice Heth, a nevo slave, is exhibited alive at Pittsburgh, 
ed 161 years1 &e retains n vivid recollection of the scenes 

s h e .  youth, and i3to be brought on to Philndelphia,New Yo& 
dm.. It is said that she once belonged to General washing ton'^ 
father, and had been the nurse of the General. A post mortem 
examination in 1835-6, seema to prove her to be not more than 
90 y a m  old. 

Col. W. D d e ,  died at New Haven, on the 11 Sept. 1796, in the 
100th year of his aue, and having his fscnlties s o d  to the last 
Wm. Butler die8 at Philadelphia in Map, 1838, aged 108, 

"the oldest inhabitant of Phiielphia" 
Died at Fairfield, S. C, 3 Jan, 1835, Jenninga Allen, aged 117 

years, had served with Braddock, and also in the Revolution. 

Sundry circumstances in the early life of Washington, while a 
Colonel m the western wi&nem, have not been d c i e n t l y  
noticed, as marking him even from the beginning, as t?z man of 
destiny," as one providentially preserved for the subsequent 
salvation of his wuntry. For instance, in the case of his expo- 
sure of person in the battle of Braddock's defeat. His letter to 
his mother of 18 July, 1765-says, "The Virginian troops"-to 
which he belon ed LLshowed a great deal of bravery, and were 
n e d  aJ killel  fiuckily escaped ~ t h o u t  a wound, though I 
had ? our bullets through my coat, and had two horses shot under 
me. Tha general's two aids bein.. w l y  wounded, I was the 
only perma then left to distribute t?m general's orders. At  the 
same time he requests to inform his brother John, that he has not 
been kilrul, as had been before reported in a c-mumstantid 
account fie added, "By the all powerful dispensations of 
Pmvidenw, I have been protected beyond all human probability 
or expectation, while death was levelling m~ companions on 
every side." Such remarkable perils, and such acknowledg- 
ments of a divine rotection therein, are things which should be 
impressively consi $ ered. 

Besides the foregoing, it came to pass aftcma.rde, when 
Washington was out in Ohio in 1770, to explore some wild lands 
near the Kenawha river, he there met an ed Indian chief who 
told him, that during the battle in Bra 3 dock's field, he had 
singled him out at several times to bring him down with his 
rifle, and ordered his young warriors to do the same; but none 
of the balls took effect 1 He was then convinced that the young 
hero wne u d e r  some specid guardianship of the h a t  Spirit, 
and he had therefore deaisted &om &g. He had now wme a 
Ion way to ay his homage to so peculiar a man-as one saved 
by %am i$urely, if the poor Indian, could thus dLeam the 
rotection h m  above, much more readily should we, who p m  L to 1111dmtm1 a lL who ds in the aehirs of men* 



I n  the year 1753, Major Washinonton, returning from his visir 
to Fort Le Bceuf, roughing it 311 the way like a perfect woo& 
man, urging his lonely way through the de ths of the forests, in X the depth of the winter, fell into a f d  ilemrna, which ordi- 
narily would have cost the life of any other individual. He had 
left his horse snd heavy baggage, and for the sake of greater 
dispatch, had undertaken to foot hi way, with his friend Mr. 
Gist, for his companion. Being tied up in hi watch coat, with 
hi better clothes off, and his papera and provisions tied in a 

ack slung to his back, (think of that, for the great General 
kashingtan, afterwmh President of the United States;) they 
urged their lonely way through the woods, each with gnn in 
hand and momentarily exposed to Indian surprise. That sur- 
prise came from a party of French Indians hying in w a i t  
one of thcm fired upon them not fifteen steps off but missed, 
and then they seized him, (mark it, that the were too humane l to kill an enemy in possession 1) and at nig t let h i  go ; they 
in mean while walking all night, as their best security for get- 
ting beyond the reach of the party on the morrow. They 
then continued making dl next day-when the reached the E river two miles above Shmnopi11~-mhich they ad hoped to 
have foundfiozen, from the keenness of the cold which they had 
braved. The ice there, homever, wm drift'ing in vast quantities, 
and they had no way to pass it but on a raft, which the them- E selves were obliged to construct, with only one poor hatc et. In , 
such a n e c e s q  and hurried work, they were diligently em- 
ployed all day-eqosed to cold in their persons; and with 
continued apprehensions from the pursuing I n d i i  probably 
near them 1 On such an occasion did Washington, probably, 
remember the prayers which he may have been taught by a 
mother's care in his youth. Can we suppose that he did not 
ejaculak something from the heart, for Divine su port and pro- ! tection 1 He was protected. For soon after they ad embarked 
on their frail log structure, "they got jammed up in the ice, and 
momentarily ezpected their raft to sink, and themselves to 

Just at their extremi when Washington waa setting "8, E~i$ to save. his position, e was jerked out into 11 feet 
water1 They had then no alternative, but to make their way 
to an island, leaving their dl to its fate. There they had to 
p a s  the whole night in mid-winter !-their clothes soaked with 
iced water and s tay  frozen ;-so frozen, that his companion, Mr. 
Gist, had all of his fingers and some of his toes frozer.1 Mark 
the providence1 Washington though equally, or more exposed, 
was not frozen ; and the very severity of the freezing made them 
a formidable bridge of ice, by which they safely pased over to 
the main land on the next morning, and soon after reached the 
wigwam of Queen AlIaquippa, where they were refreshedl 
Surely as many of us as may regard Washmgkm as beatowed 



upon u% as a nation's deliverer, must herein see and confess 
the h a d  divine, which led his footsteps in his youth,and guided 
him in future years, through a long, perilous and eminent life. 
We know of nothing in the whole career of Washington, which 
has been to us mch moving came of emotion, as the contempla- - 
tion of these earliest scenes of Washington. Scenes, however, 
which have been least noticed by others. We can't think of hi 
rugged and severe backwood stmgglea-his exertions for life and 
honour, without thinkin how little he then could have dreamed f of his country's Indepen ence, and himself the appointed L d e r  I 
We row backward when we go ahead1 So dark and mysterious 
are the counsels whkh sometimes lead and rule in the ailhim of 
men1 

It may be imputed to the good tzct and good sense of Gov. 
Dinwiddie who came out to Virginia in 1752, to have h t  
brought out the proper estimation of the talents of young Wash- 
ington; and still more are we indebted to the discernment of the 
Rev. Samuel Davis, (afterwards President of Princeton College,) 
who at his sermon preached the 17 Bug, 1765, before the 
Hanover volunteers of Capt Overton's commaad, to excite them 
to the war, just after the defeat of Braddock-He sayq LLshall 
these savages go on unchecked, and must our d a p  y brethern 
on our frontiers go unassisted and unpitied? No1 8 o 1 Thank 
God, he has been pleased to d i e  some sparks of the martial 
fire thro~gh our country-in you it begins to kindle, and may 1 
not produce you, my brethern, who are engaged in this volunteer 
expedition as instames of it?" He then gives as an episode or 
note, saying, "I may point out to the public, that heroic youth, 
CoL Washington, whom I cannot but ho e Providence has ! hitherto preserved a manner or some important 
service to his Davis' text, in the foregoing 
sermon, wns 12. "Be of good courage, 
and let us play the men for our eo le, and for the cities of our 
God: and the Lord do that w kg 'c seemeth him good."-& 
Da&' Sernurms, vo2.5. Edn. 1818. 

P m i g  Changes of Nm and dlanners. 
We have been sometimes urged to bring out another volume, 

wherein we should so dispose of facts of dlangea passed and pass- 
in upon society, as should by emphasis of remark, arouse the 
in 9 olent or inconsiderate reader to a due sense of the real im- 
portance of the chan es produced. We  feel that we have done 3 m g h ;  and the rea er, therefore, by his own reflections and 
notices, must sup 17 needful nmplificationa 

we, however, t&mk of eundry revalont and modish actions of B aociety, mch as did not, and coul not, formerly, h d  toleration. 
T h y  are just so special and Bbiking aa to form a proper and 
dwmg chapter to these Annals. Not for the sake of censorship, 



or objection, but as marking an en, in " the progresa of enlighn 
ened civilization," to be rememhed. 

The generation of elderly ladies have not yet yed made a part of that society which could not be old such th in9  
as cpera-dances and waltzes with complacency. They felt, as 
females, m instinctive, inherent modesty, precluding them from 
such publicity. The encroachments upon female mod* have 
&en progressive, and may continue. 

The h t  most effective inroad upon the instinctive mod 73 Of the sex-as is atill remembered by them, was the modish intr uc- 
tion of man-midwifery. Against its practice we urge no com- 

hint: nevertheless, it is remembered as of record, that Mrs. 
h d i 3  Robinson of New London, Conn, r h o  died in 1769 at 
the age of 70 years, had been for 35 year3 a successll female 
midwife for 1,200 children, m d  never lost one. After the change 
of such rctice, to male hands, women felt a hardihood, which 2 prepare them to permit other influences u on female character. 

B 8 Such m e  latterly, in the form of o era ancing, waltzing, and 
circus riding, wherein performers in t e display of' limbs nnd in- 
dividual symmetry, had the countenance of society; and yet we 
h v e  among us still, many who can well remember their first 
emotions of confusion and blushes, at first seeing some of these 
spectacles. In  time, they also fell in with the fmhion of the 
tunes, and subdued their scruples. 

To what they did eventually submit, and bring themselves to 
witness, we may portray form such exhibitions as Perrot, and 
the figurante Taglioni, could display. If it were not so grnccful 
it mould be indecent; but they un~erstood the philosophy of their 
art, it mas to throw around sensuality such a colouring of refine 
ment as might divest it of its groFsness. Lookl there she comes 
from the back of the sta e, turning round and round with the $ speed of o teetotum, in in escribable and fascinating grace-she 
pirouettes-she springs and vaults, her scanty dmpery flying up- 
wards, discloses to her enraptured admirers, among the young 
men, the beauty of her limbs. See1 she nowrests before the 
foot-lights, on the very oint of her toe, the other limb highly 
elevated, depressing am? elevating her body with inflnita grace 
and ease, and smiling and Iooking modest aa an angel-mean- 
while, affording to enraptured male beholdem, the opportunity of 
scrutinizing the grace and proportione of her figure. Next, see 
the impersonation of Perrot, he comes and leaps about as if his 
feet were made of India rubbef, and s is around upon the E point of hie toe like a top. He joins t e figurante, and they 
twirl away and glide dong, holding eloquent discourse with thev 
p h t  limbs, &r the manner of waltzing. He, wonderful for 
grace and beauty of person, is as much the idol of the ladies, ae 
is the other the goddess of the gentlemen. !Che applause on all 
eides is deafening, save from some few youtMi innocent &le 



who hsve never beheld the like before. Look at some of them 
who have come with their friends to see something new-un 
defined, vagne, glimmering and wonderful- 

-"Oh ! the joy 
Of young idens pdnkd on tho mind - Of objeotr not yet known, when nll i~ new I" 

It is a "BaIIeF-a thing which rank and fashion hae counte 
nanced and sustained. Their conductors and companions are 
persons of unblemished reputation and virtue, and therefore 
cannot be wrong. Look at any one of these novices--the fsce 
betrays that she has seen enough to crimson the visage and neck 
with the blush of shame-she instinctively hides her head from a 
sight which has shocked her former sense of decency. There is 
no affectation here. I t  is nature out, and comes without bidding. 
While thus confused she heam the enraptured plaudits of n l l  
around her, and begins almost to feel ashamed that she haa felt 
confused. She almost f m  that her emotions might be imputed 
to awkwardness-to prudery-to anything else thas the tmth, 
she therefore labours to arrive at such mastery over self as the 
manners of society impose. 

The exhibition of figure, grace, tc, having thus found ublio 
favour, came in time to give idea to the exhibition of YI 'ving 
models, as statuary subjects for artists, amatuers, &c. To show 
forth from life, selected individuals of both sexes, as models of 
perfection in bodily configuration,-veiled only, with invisible or 
flesh colour tissue. They found for a whiie some spectators of 
both sexes, others thought it too gross, and the curtain was dropt. 
Whether posterity will raise it again, they shall see. The time 
was, when, even real statu --dead cold marble, with its vacant Y eye, could not be exposed w ere females were to be met or seen; 
and the same influence is measurably so still. But while circus 
ridere, of both sexes, can be tolerated to appear in seeming 
nakedness of limb a d  bodily form, the nudities of images, as in 
Italy and France, may come to be n future common exhibition 

With the operas have come in, a new style of singing, such as 
our forefathers knew not. It does not profess to be natural but 
highly artiiicial, measuring its excellence by its difficulty of exe- 
cution. Its prevalence, so far, hns changed all manner or 
singing now heard in social intercourse, it aims at anything but 
sweet melody, and seems like an affectation of something else. 
But all are not thus disposed, for those who judge of music and 
its charms, from natural instinct, adhere earnestly to nature's 
dictates, and therefore give all favour to coloured ministrek, who 
profess to follow nature's mode. They teach harmony to natural 
ears and hates, and successfull burlesque the operas, with all 
their exalted screams, trills an 2' intonations. That some opem 
singers should get into choirs of some churches is another inno- 
vataon of tho age; and with it comes the other innovation, with 



some, of singing, what should be praying responses, . meekly 
kneeling on the knees." This we are bound to say, was not 
always so. 

One most obvious and most embanassing 
"come over the face of our Ws,," is the increase =?P and which increas- 
ing diiculty of providing acceptable employment for growing- 
up sons-of such as aim at what they deem genteel occupatioa 
They find the Bar and medical profession, already surcharged; 
and if they aim at wholesale stores and business houses, they 
find them scarce, and few and far between. The result is, that 
young men are not, and cannot be, prepared for early marriage, 
and settlement, or else they seek to find fortunes where they 
should not. Too many are therefore driven to live upon con- 
tingencies and chance, and are liable to be seduced into criminal 
stratagems, at a rate of number never before so witnessed. A 
time must therefore come, when men of sense will educate and 
train their surplus sons to husbandry, and others to mechanic 
arts reqciring skill and education. Architecture, for instance, in 
houses and ship construction, can open many avenues for further 
employment, and the elaboration of metals un be carried out 
into many channels of elevated and enlightened mechanician 
Gentlemen, by combination, could so determine to place their 
sons, and thus elevate the standard of character, just as readily 
ns the same cbss, could determine recently, to make what was 
free schools for poor children, common schools to themselves 
and all other tax  p n  ers. Make it the fashion that young men 
should be so dis ose of, and the object is attained. Men, who 
by elevation lea g society, may in this matter set the example 
of so disposing of their sons, and not forcibly constrain them into 
positions where society draws another way, and affects to ex- 
clude them. It is not the labour, but the exclusion, which 
operates on their minds. Our forefathers, when society, was 
more equalized, experienced no such difficulties in the acceptable 
disposal of their sons. They found readily places for all posi- 
tiona where their education and training inclined them. 

I t  is thus, by compzring the present and the past, we arrive 
nt some apprehension of what our forefathers did in former times, 
and at some appreciation of the changes which may be induced 
in the future. We are thus pleased and satisfied in proportion to 
the images which can be created for our contemplation-while 
facts can be educed for consideration, the imagination and the 
heart must be affected. What the world will come to hereafter 
we may all know, as being within the compass of all p u t  st to 7 Society moves in a circle of changes. If we are in pride, pri e 
will bring arrogance and war-War will produce poverty- 
Poverty humiliation and Peace-Humiliation will induce Re- 
entance and Reform-Reform, economy and wealth, ns at the 

L n i n g ,  kc. 



l'he Revolutions y Navy. 

Where so much has been done for the lory of our country, 
in the times which tried men's souls-it is esirable to say a few 
words-to wit. 

8 
- We have many reasons for belie- that the officers of our &st, 

or revolutio113spnavy, were in many ressectsdifferent from the re- 
aent-diaerent, we should say, in dress, manners, and mind d e i r  
habits were simpler-their manners plain, and their intercourse 
frank and firnilinr. In their dress, there was little aim at shorn 

They wore m a l l  cocked hate without lace-hair 
pow and f-duor. ered and cued--coats with ample skirt3, and foul-anchor 
buttons-small clothes-hose and shoes. Their dippity and 
fiternness, when they aimed at an was not before thew country- f2 men, but before the enemy. I n  t t relation, they showed them- 
selves men of great tact, and of most indomitablo spirit and courage. 
They had all been pactical semen, in the merchants' service and 
thus came out in their new relation, ior the occasion. Indeed our 
earliest officers for our subsequent navy, which produced officers 
such as we have seen to earn a fame for themselves and their coun- 
try by their gallantry, in actions since the revolution, had also 
been drawn from the mercantile marine.-Such were Bainbridge, 
Porter, Chaunce Hull, Perry, Preble, &c They had not been 
oriaindl bred or drawingrooms and courtly display; but they J P 
ha8 no eficiency in polished circle4 when d e d  to the exercise 
of their rules and usages. 

A m y  O@cers. 

The speaking of navy officers above, stimulates me to say 3, few 
words of army officers, such ns they were down to the year 1800, 
while the seat of government was at Philadelphia. They were fre- 
quently seen abroad in the streeta, and always in their uniform. 
I t  was less expensive and splendid than now, and thus made an 
easier sffair of daily wear. They arrived, generally from the 
west, on horseback, with a scrvant, and their baggage under a 
bear s k i  on another horse. I t  was gratifying then to the citizens, 
to see military men thus willing to show their colours-and it 
gives a hint to similar professional men to do the same now. 

American Scenery. 
Willis has we11 told wherein our American scenery differs from 

Europesn; ard since the scenery has been de icted by Bartlett, and 
put upon steel plates, we m o t  but perceive \ ow equally and and 
imposin are many of our river and lake scenes, compare with the % r 
best of t e European-ILhaving no parallel in Europe or on earth!' 
" It strikes the European traveller (says Willis) at the h t  buret 

of the scenery of America on his eye, that the new world of 
VOL IL--3 



Colnmb~m is also a new world from the hand of thd Creator-the 
vegetation is so wondronsly Iavish, and the outlines and minor 
features are struck out with so bold a freshness. The Minerva- 
Like birth of the republieits sudden rise to independence, wealth 
and power, and its continued and mmellous increase in 
tion and prosperity, strike him with the same surprise, a n r e ;  
the same impression of a new vale of existence, and a fresher 
and fnster law of wth and accomplishment" Travellers, who 
have e x h a d  +f? e unchunp'ng countries of Europe, now turn 
their steps to the novel scenery rrnd euerahjfling ecta of this. 
It iP in rim scenery, however, that America @ ? a 1 other lands; 
and "here (says Bartlett) the artist's labour is not as in E u q e ,  
to embellish and idealize the reality; he finds it dillicult to come 
up to it." Let this concession be considered and remembered by 
hericrrns I 

The Credit System. 

It has been said that "to the system of bills of ered;t, Pennsyl- 
vania owed more of her provincial prosperity than to an other l c a u s e i t  ave her a fhiiity in effecting & n p  not ot envise 
attainable! T6e mother country opposed thii s~stem, and when 
the colonial assembly had pmed acts for such emissions, they were 
negatived by the crown as soon as the acts permitted-say rn two 
yeara To meet this obstacle the wembliea restricted their acts 
to two years at a time, and thus managed to make the ernissiona 
mtinuul. Since then we have often effected great and lasting 
good by the credit system-accom lihing numerous great enter- 2 prises. All this w U e  it was he1 under wholesome restrictione 
and restraints. We have also great1 abused it when used as n g means of excessive stockjobbing, an extzavagant speculations. 
L i e  fire and water, which are so useful and necessary in their 
legitimate use, they can be m h a n a g d  to a tremendous amount 
of evil Benjamin Franklin, in his early days, was the first per- 
son in Phiidelphis who wrote and published in favour of creating 
paper money; and he says, that he was strenuously opposed by 
all the monied continued to discw it in the junta, 
and it &ed with sfter the first trial in wae sc 
liked, aa to make 



PINAL APPEPI'DIX OF THE YEAR 1856. 
NOTES AND BEPLFCTIONB ON SOCIAL CHANGE0 AND PBOGREEB IA - GENERAL 

Now ornor men anP other mannm r ~ l ~ n '  

Since the publication of the es, fourteen ears ago, 
,ln 1842.) showinr the State of 8"% I en time.-= i consider- 
hg now;'the woderfcll changes con&ually upon men, and 
things in. the course of Progress," it seems to become a needful 
ccmment on the past, to bring up to the notice of the present entering 

eneration, some of the leading channeful features of the resent 
!a,-i e the Progrw of Social li"-as said Daniel debster, 

a history of our Firesides and the changeefrom . age to age 
of our homes." 

W e  shall therefore aim to resent to our readers-by way of 
contrast, mch conparkons of &e present and the past, as shall best 
exhibit the points, in which the measures of change andprogress, 
have been most conspicuously manifested;-and which are indeed, 
so strikingly wonderful, when told, as should,-if duly considered,- 
make us a wonder unto ourselves. 

Without such an Expose, we cannot but believe, that, the mass of 
the eople,--so familiar and copisant in every-day things now,- 
coul I! not realise the position from which they have been taken. 
They are but too prone to think, that the life that now is, is the lifo 
that has a lwap  been. In these matters, we might say with Sidney 
Smith, on a hke occasion,-dl It is some importance at what period 
a man is born. A oung man dive at this period, hardly knows to- 

duced ;'- 
B what ch nes an improvements of human life he has been intro- 

with Mncvlle s recent history say, 68We are to 
consider that the history of suc x' a given past epoch, is no longer the 
history of the country, as we now see it.)' 

Let JS therefore to focts : Such as will be ahown under the following 
heads to wit 

General remarks on o w  changes. 

that there IS a 

who habituallj 
supercede them by new thin$s,--are nevertheless gratified in reading 
the record of their preservation in books. W e  have received many 
written notices of these facts from various correspondents,-and iu 

687 



a proof in point, me here extract from one such letter,received from 
the author of the History of Norwich, Connecticut ; -saying, A 
ncw and fascinating department of liternture is owing up amongst 
us, having for its basis, not merely bare facts and f= ates of our domrsiic 
history, genealogy and bio,wphy, but also, all that is instructive, 
bcautifid and shadowy of the past ;-for lposterity (as said John Q. 
Adams) deli hts in deiaiIs ;'-such as your Annals Ilave so vividly # displayed- mly, I sppathise with you, and every one, who like 
you, is enga ed in reviving and keeping fresh the deeds and memorials 
of our fore f' athen? 

What wonderful things do we now bchold, not before dreamt 
of in our philosophy I" Rail Roads and Cars-annihilating space 
-Telegraphic wires, conrersin at unlimited distances--Steamers 
traversing every ~ea-Steam-#n$ncs nod power adapted to all 
kinds of manufactures-Inventions of machine 
office) to supercede almost every kind of former la To r-Stereotyping (in the 
everythii on pa er-Daguerreotypes cheapening the Iilicnefises 
of every Ldy.  (!hemica1 developments, for the supply of every 
thing required in the arts, and opening the nrcana of nature to the 
nse of all-mccrtaining the elements of combinations in naturo- 
and so seperating the parts, as to show new sources of power and 
profit-fmccasling the fact, that in time, Water may be used as a 
Fire I In the mean time, the ingenuity and devices of Crime, b e  . coming more and more apparent-and compeling new efforts of 
counteraction from all those who regard the progress of Religion and 
Virtue, in the world W e  see too, the great exaltation of the Anglo 
Saxon race, as a species destined to carry out civilization and 
christinnity, to all the dark comers of the globe-The conquest of 
Mexico, by us-the opening trade of Calitbrnia and Oregon-the 
discovery of gold and quick Silver-the Commerce of the Pacific 
and the access there to China-the opening of a Rail Road across 
the Isthmus, and a meat Rail Road across our Continent, all tend to 
open some grand aevelopments of Providence, in the coming half 
Century-they who shallsucceed us, shall behold still neater wondera I 

T l~e-~aradk  and success of Foreign Artistes, bGome more and 
more astounding-So much of our money contributed to their reward 1 
All kinds of new devices for making money-It is new to make 
public readings of Shakespeare, as introduced by Mrs. Fann Kemble 
--Operas are now fostered-supplantin natural music- mmodest f r 
exposure of female limbs in dancing Po kas, and the liire-our moth- 
ers and nd mothers, were too modest to behold such things- 
Zircwes, Enageries, and human Model$ (libidinous) find fnvour- 
Riders and Beasts, multiply in all our cities &c., 

Our Peqle  we fat  ckanging. 

Frombeingonce a domestic,quiet people,contenttorest in their fire- 
side comforts, and indoor society-they are b e i i  all drawn abroad 



to seek for spectacles and ublic wonders I Now there are pufiing 
advertisements to draw Je rn  abroad every night and day in the 
week-and thii is not dl-the whole must be mdulged at so much 
expenso ;--One sees that it is workin a serious evil ;-but who knows 
how to stay it! It is changing an c f  corrupting society here, and is 
alluring from abroad d manner of foreigu artistes-to batten on, 
and impose themselves upon our credulity, prodigality and habits of 
display. The tem tarions to employ means for such occasions, ia 
what must demor a! u e  the mass. The aged among us, perceive and 
de lore these thin s,-but the young, who never saw our formcr 
go /' den age of mo f eration and virtue, feel that we are in their way- 
as a grave incumbrance, and earnestly wish us off the Stage l 
Posterity shall see and consider I 

To-all this add, the rivalship of grandeur in houses-expensive 
fmiture--immense and luxurious hotels-cle ance and costs of 
Passenger vessels-and Passenger Cam-cost f y carriages--costly 
dresses for ladies and jewelry.-Pride and not comfort give favour 
o immense hotels, as some think. 

I should also say as evidences of our fast changing character- 
That the whole aspect of society as I now see it, is different from 
what I saw it everywhere in my earlier life. All is now self-exalted 
and going upon stilts. It all comes from foreign influence-our 
sddictedness to imitate what is foreign and modish. The big Cities 
on the Sea board, set the pattcrn and example-and the inland Towns 
follow. No wonder we are thus enslaved to foreign views, whcn 
we consider, the propensity of our bi Cities to arrogate to themselvcs, 
the rbht to dictate and controul,-'fake for instance the practice of 
~ew%ork ,  as 66 The Empire City and State"-and consider now 
the appalling fact that the late City census them, nearly the 
half of the whole City population, as foreigners I- ow can such 
a state of Society claim to be an American City I-Say 237,000 
foreigners-against 278,000 Americans !- 

There is another remark on this subject-Every one as old as my- 
self, sees and notices, the general clatter from crowds of eople and P confusion now dong the streets-no room now to turn or ook about 
- o n c e  it was peaceful-pleasant and safe to walk the streets,- 
now tall houses, are crowded with numerous working tenants-for- 
merly, they were in smallcr houses and in bye places.-'Tis terrible 
now to sicken and die at crowdcd streets, whore the rattle of 
omnibuses is unceasing. 

r e  have become an extxtablo peqde. 

One cannot but notice the great chnnge in this matter, that haa 
come over us as a people--we are wholly different now, i?om what 
we were hilf a century q o .  The noticed changes have been grow- 
ing upon us ever since the introduction by the Press of " every day's 
report of wrongs and outragor'-The readers of the daily Prtm. 



m a n y  look h t  to Police reports, at  home and abroad, for somethim 
strange, revolting or wondea-Even quite aged persons, SO see 
for something new, or erciting-and if nothing, or nearly so 

ft 
sented in that department, the regard the papers as dul or J ' " P" 
uninteresting." It is not a he thy condition of the mind,we are 
sure:-And much it needs some remedy.-At present it manifestly 
U g o w s  on what it feeds-"It is a !Xing which is perpetuallv 
amulated, by individuals, and by cliques, and parties, for selfish 
aims and purposes-Advertisers, and sundry 31onopolists, work the 
machinery with striking effect. Americans are being ((puffed" out 
of their common sense. One feels vexed and ja&d to see how the 
people are managed and jilted out of their money, auction 
prices," for Jenny L i d ,  and her vocd wonders I To sell choice 
seats, (if such there are,) at auction, mi ht pass, but to sell 66 Prome- 
nade tickets," where all must stand, an 9 all on common ground, has 
no reason for an advanced price; and especially to sell all such 
tickets, to one or two Speculators, who may again raise them at 
their pleasure, on the people 1 Lf the people would only combine, 
by Town meeting, and buy no such tickets, it would be but a just 
rebuke. But where is the Press, that would allow such a suggestion 
to appear in their columns, while the udvertisen pay so well fol 
upuffs" of a counter character-and having at one concert,ccseventy 
free seats, for the gentlemen of the Press." The Press is, indeed, a 
mighty engine for W e d  or Woe I 

Our anti-social Jmrach .  

We can perceive that we are fast growing into this characteristic. 
-There is scarcely any thing now, as it once was-It is mainly 

produced by the vanity of doing all things upon a great and grand 
scale. If it is by travelling vehicles, the people must go by hundredb 
where they can only stare at, and scan each other without s ealting 
-When located at places, it must be in big Hotels and I' 2 aces,- 
where all must keep aloof, and look askance at each other. Look 
at houses like Astor's Girard's, Tremont's-Thc only serve tiL 
they can be surpmed by othcrs, still greater. ~ h n k  of the Capo 
May Mansion house, the Mount Vernon-There eople wereexpectcd 
to give up all things likc hotne and quiet, an cl' to congregate into 
mrsses of three thousand at a housewheu I People going under 
pretence of seeking health and the free breath of Heaven and its 
glorious sea air, to breathe in the surroundings of perpetual cookin s 
-and the discharged atmosphere of threc thousand lungs, in litt E 
bed-cliambers. 

4 
One house presents at Table, one Salmon from Boston, at a cost 

of 41 dollars and puts it in the paper1 My countrymen pay fox 
all this unblessed extravagance. Are we not scandalized by all 
such apings of Royal magnificence. and prodigality, as avowed 
equnlizers-of Republicanism? Would the vain of expensive 



renown, instead of congregating in Palace Hotels, think of tllc 
numerous boarding houses, of many suffering widows,as in former 
times, how different would be thew reward ? 

Changes of houses. 

At this time, 1 am called to the consideration of the fact, that 
Philadelphia, (like New York,) is now taking quite a chan,qed 
aspect in its buildi.-The former good houses, are so fast,pa.wng 
away. along the scvenl principal streets, and are so numerously 
supplied by new, and tnller structures, of another st le ; as to very 
visibly efface the a p p c m c e  of what before was.-$0 my eye, the 
whole aspect is changing.-lt is indeed, already, another City-A 
city building on Ute top of the fmer I All the houses now, above 
three stories-present an elevation so manifest, as to dirpleare the 
eye;--and particularly, where several, go u so exalted, as to break 
the former line of quality, and beauty.-even such edifices, lately 
constructed, asthe Banksof North America,Philadelphia and Western 
Bank, are struck down by the still later, towering business houses 
and hotels. &c., 
of Philadelphia 

Nothing so much attracts the notice of Europeans, visiting our 
country, as the general newness and freshness of the architecture of 
all our cities, and towns.-All seem to them new in aspect, and 

Indeed our own passion for change-" to pull 
nothing which 

;-#he rust of antiquity, so 
not a thing that is, with us. 

we bcgin to environ our 
is our motlo now I 

Our great cities. 

Our great cities, are fast realising the characteristics of '' 
deserts.'' This fact is imposed upon our notice eontinually,-%: 
merly, the reatest houses amon : us, intimated families of superior 
grade ; an f all who dwelt in suc \ :, were deemed as exem t fiom the 
care and bustlin strife of business.-They were, essentia i! y genteel, 
o education, Auence, and long-fitanding family consideration ;- 
&a we see far more expensive and showy edifices, the result of 
fortunate persui-The inmates aim at  more show and grandeur. 
One sees readily, how they aim '.o surpass and eclipse each other.- 
In the meantime. store-keepera are everywhere, buying up and 
driving out the long planted respectable residences-leaving no 



place for retired, quiet grandeur;-bnt turning the whole city inro a 
great city mart of trade,-bustle, display and rivalship.-They 
seem to push out and exclude from cities, any really dignified 
residences, for really dignified aristocrat -These in time, will have 
to contrive country homes, of centralize c r  localities, where tradc and 
its sequences may not annoy them, or invade their own dcsired 
exclusiveness,-Who shall see this 1 

Change of w k c t  supplies kc., 

Philadelphia-once so famous for its abundance. cheapness and 
excellence of marketing, is wonderfully changed,-Formerly, every 
one going to market, could hare his choice of all manner of poultry 
--country meats and butter &c., not so now-The hucksters now, 
go far into the country and buy up all manner of supplies. Country 
men are agreed to this tmfic-at less prices, because of the increased 
difficuky of gettinn their wnpons and horses, in r p e r  places for 
safety, and care in &e city. The success of grent otels and cating 
housesnow ingross the first andbestsupplies in market-andspeculat~)rs 
go there and bu largely for New YorL markets, to send OII L y  
rnilroads & c . ,  $ orrnerly, none but real country farmers sold tl~eir 
reductions in our markets,-now the stalls are very much held hy 

Ruckstem. Many now go into the country, and huy up the whole 
productions of farms-others buy up by contract, all their butter, 
milk, potatoes-poultry, calves, kc.,-House-keepers feel perniciously 
this great change for worm I 

Extravcyonce of living and prices. 

There is much to interest the philosophic mind-fond of unriddlin 
the characteristics of our nature,-in lookin6 into the actions o f 
men-To consider the why and wherefore, of so many becoming 
the milling victims of imposition, practised u on vanity. See how P readily, men go to highest charges-for tab e-diet-for board-for 
camagcs-display for clothing-for show and display in everything. 

See : ~ t  watericg places, how readily they submit to bc spunged 
in everything-how recaless they nfect to be to cost.-Think how 
readil ilrcy submit to exalted prices for alleged Champaigne, made 
of Ci cl' cr of Wines adorned with blue strings, and ilded labels,- % and sold at four prices as forty years old-So too of randies, nmde 
of our whiskcy, and marked Bordeaux Vintage of 1830-And finally 
of Alleghany whiskey, sellin by wholesale, at thirty-five to forty f cents-marked very old an very good, at two to three dollars a 
gallon-How those who profit by the imposition, must laugh in their 
sleeve, to see the success of their craft upon the credulity and vmity, 
of those who live for show. Some lookers on, see and know these 
things. While such submissives to practised frauds, spoil and 
enhance the price of everything to everybody I" As some confirm- 



ation tothe precc 3ng, wa here annex an article fromthe"Penq1vania 
Inouirer," of the thirtieth of June, 1855. -. Tnere is another form of extmva,wce to which public attention 
ought to be directed, for which the ladies are not so much responsible. - It  is seen in the present style of our public steamboats and hoteln. 
It is neither neceszary nor expedient for any of the substantial pur- 
poses of the travelling community, that our steamboats should be 
floating palaces, and that every person who d i e s  at a hotel, should 
be made to ay for a sumptuous feast, involving d l  attainable 
luxuries, whe $I er he wishes them or not. It would be of great 
public advantage, if our hotcls should adopt the European plan of 

. furnishing only what should be specially ordered. There is a mani- 
fest absurdity, as all will pt, in making every person who dines 
at  a public table pay for m e  which he does not use; but no 
than in m ~ i g  every guest pay the cost of a sumptuous me a r t  ,while er 
he partakes only of the plainest dishes, and desires no other. 
"Anotherevil of this system is,that at itthese ublic tables, the example 

of luxury nnd extravagance, is set whic R promotes the same in 
rivate life. This is one of the many forms in which habits of 

kxury am gaining u on our people, nnd fmm which we must be 
reformed, or be ruinel The innocent in such a case sufer with 
the @y. If the extrnv nnt only be gared themselves, the evil 
were less to be deplored. % ut their ha t its are the source of those 
great commercial disasters which press most heavily upon the poor, 
who are thus thrown out of employment, and cut off from the means 
of earning their bread. Such extravagance is one of the forms of 
public wrong, of injury to the Commonwealth, of violence to the 
general humanity: nnd every sentiment and precept af Christianity 
is against it" 

The mass of the travelling public now, have no conception of the 
things they have lost, by the modern means of going by Railways. 
They go too ra idly for country observation, nnd pass too, throunh 
low grounds, an B avoid goinnthrough towns, kc.,-whereas, forme& 
going by Stnge they saw a 8  of the best Villages, Inns kc.,--The 
passengers too, not exceedin a dozcn at a time, became sociable in 
tne route--were feasted and q odgcd at Inns, by the wny-There waa 
tnen much to interest, by sight-seeing ; but now, they go to Boston. 
or to Ningara &c., and find all between places an entire blank. 

Changes on Ocean voyages-now present a new era. 

Now we build vessels of 3,000 tons, (and even of 5,000 I) to 
traverse between our coasts and Europe-ns Packets &c.,-lu 1818, 
Jeremiah Thompson of New York, built Packets of 300 tons-and 
m 1821 he added one of 500 tons, which was disused, as too large 



for the then trade ! In former years, when the influence of the Gdph 
Stream, as a wanner of the atmosphere was less known and under- 
stood, vessels leaving England were used to go South to the coast 
of Africa, to take trade wnds and make across to Charleston, South 
Carolina-making it a necessary intermediate place-Vessels too. 
arriving off the coast of New York in winter, if the ice and frost 
were severe, used to put back to Charleston or the West Indies, 
there to thaw, and to stand out till Spring.-But now Vessels only 
put off to the Gulph Stream and there loosen their icy fetters, and 
return back to New York kc.,-Log books of 100 years a o, show 

e rate of sailing, (so says Lieut: lhury.) &tween 
New that the York an the West Indies, did not exceed one mde per hour,- 
because the action of the Stream Currents, were so powerful and 
lit!le known-Lloctor F d i n ,  is said to have first suggested the 
idea of avoiding the action of that stream ugainst vcssels-in 1148, 
when Kalm, the Swcedish notunlist, visited our country, he came 
from Gravesend, August 15, and arrived in 41 days, and called that, 
16 the shortest passage ever known I" 

Steamers now, are in full operation every where I What changes 
in thirty years of time !-Even I have seen tao ages, with more of 
strange passes, than has been before witnessed I 

Wonderful is the progress of Steam Vessels-only take a few 
facts of the past, to compare with things now and progressing I- 

Previous to the year 1800, some eight or ten keel boats, of 20 to 
25 tons,performed the c q i n g t r a d e  between Cincinnati nndpittsburg. , 
-In 1802 the first government vessel appeared on Lake Erie,-Ir 
1811 the first Steam hoat, (the Orleans) was launched at Pittsburg-. 
Previous to 1817, about twenty barges of about 100 tons, constituted 
the force of transport-from Orleans, along the River up to Louisville 
nnd Cincinnati-The made but one trip a year-From the Falls 
(Louisville,) vip to &ttsburg, about 150 keel boats of about thirty 
tons, did the camage of freight &c., about 1815-17.-They used 
six or seven weeks in makin the passage to and fro. In 1818 the 
first Steam boat (" Walk in t \ .e water,") wns built on Lake E r i e  
In 1826, the water of Michigan was first ploughed by a Steam boat 
visit.-Now what are Steam vessels doing 1 

A wonderful change is latterly effected of having ships as Packets 
and Steamers, to sail certainly on a given day-Such accuracy was 
never before aimed at, or expected-Another great chan e is, thnt 

if ships come and go from wharves, without noise, oaths an curses-- 
Formerly, Captams had to be full of passion, and bustle-And very 
often when they came up to thewhd,  there was to be a m h ,  of 
something-to be afterwards repalred. 

Lately too, it is found out, that Seamen can sail without grog and 
drunkeness-and that it is not indispensable to their usefulness and 
senice, that they should be ignominiouslyJo cd 1 Too long they 
have been treated as dogs-henceforth as men p 



Chunge of Postal concerns. 

Thi IS a great nffair for all the peo 1e;-Mails passing witn such 
celerity and at  a little of charge. !!his is something that every- 
body feels, and rejoices in. A letter, big enough for two of former 
letters, (half an 02.) going all the way to California and Oregon, for 
only ten cents I No one now-a-da , has occasion to encumber a 
private conveyance anywhen-a contrast these easy m a n s  of 
Intercourse, with what the men of the Revolutionary period esperi- 
anced, is indeed a wondcrfiil change. Then the conveyances by 
m d ,  was hazardous-infrequent and expensive. Families then, 
seperated by the War, and living in the country, reserved themselves, 
almost exclusively to private chances-andscarcely aimed to exchange 
letters, but about once in a year-Nothiig was more common, than 
for men in the public service to write some two or three times, 
before even one would be received. Not long since, when postage 
was twenty-five cents, per letter to towns in the West, or to New 
Orleans-the last occu ying a month in transit, the tax of postage 
was a heavy item,-w r~ en all outside of one sheet, mas taxed double 
- N ~ w  double letters can ass as single, to those who will write 
without useless Envelopes. bormerly it was deemed of real impor- 
tance, in case of needed proof of identity, to secure to each letter, 
the Post mark of date and lace.* A time may be expected to occur 
when the absence of such 8 ost marks, may bc found of much moment 
in some court trial. I have never yet used an Envelob.-News 
Papers, now so universally scattered every where, and so grateful 
in remote places, was in the past times, almost wholly unknown- 
They went out to Publishers, for their use, in republications of Local 
Journals. There are no peo le on the earth, who have such chances 
of general knowledge-To t! is we may add, that the editorials and 
communications are generally of su crior composition and style. 
A man who reads much, is necessari y inducted into an improved 
stylc. of writing, by what he reads. 

P 
The Progrress of the Daily Press. 

In April 1775, there were thirty-seven news- apers in the colonies. 
Of this number, only einht of them were a evoted to the home 
government.--Of those wxich did not take sides, five of them went 
over to the To  party durin the war. The five States of Mary- 
irnd, Y irginia,fYorth and Sou % Carolina and Georgia, taken togeth>r, 
nnd but one more news-paper than Pennsylvania, and only throe 
more than Massachusetts. 

In the year 1798, there were two hundred news- apers in the 
United States-Of these 178 or 180 sup rted the hashington and 
Adams' administrations-The twenty ot K" ers, were mostly under the 
controul or inlluence of aliens, and opposed to the leading measurer 

Mrs. Barker, of Philadelphia mved 80.000 Dollam in Court, by such mark I 
\ 



m the Executivo-chiefly by French merchants-strongly biased to 
French interests abroad. 

The Daily Penny Press-Nothing is likethis rapid improvement 
in offering cheap information to the People-It was deemed a 
perilous adventure, when the Ledger first began its career. fourteen 
years ago-Then d l  the daily papers of Philadelphia printed but 
7000 copies to subscribers--now the Ledger alone prints off 40,000 
impressions--Other cities now have well-supported penny papers- 
To this, add the fact, that all our youth are to be educated at  the 

public "3 ense, and surely we shall become the grentest readers in 
the worl 1 

Our once IVooden Country. 

Not long since, our woods so abundant, ns to be deemed nn 
incumbrance--It sold in the cities at low rates for fuel-And Rlulbery 
ai~d Maple for use for furniture, was scarcely looked at or regarded 
-Now pine for combustion, and white piae for all kinds of construc- 
tion, are rising in prices and nlarmin ly becoming scarcer and P scarcer-Ironis beginning to supply the p ace of many things formerly 
used in white pine--Coal is supplying the place of fire wood, a 
happy discovery in a needed time-Rags and paper having become 
scarce, me have now discovered fibrous plants and wood as a capital 
substitute. Truly, thc human mind,enli~htened,iscompetentto provide 
for all its actual wants Our heaviest ~nconvenience, is provision for 
our luxuries--These give us constant annoyances-in inflated 
expenditures-adverse balances of trade" &c., The world is made 
up of wrong doers.-And the proud. as well as the poor, are always 
with us. 

Politics as a profession and employment, steadily advances-It IS 
seized as the road to advancement. It is looked to, b active men, 3 as a means of living and support. The aim to r d e  us as a 
people, and to keep us in oppos~tion, that $ey may severnlly divide 
the oils. Thereneeds some great, national, cheap paper, sustained 
by Xsinterested, able and atriotic men, to show us truth, and to 
sllaw the sinister designs o ? all selfish politicisns-Such a rneasllre, 
can only be effected by a cornhination of able, disinterested men,- 
Men free from the tralnels of party, m d  nohly aiming at the good 
of the whole. Shall we not et see thisl The press as it now 
operates, will not publish anyth-g against those who nre liberd 
contribirtors for advertiscmcnts, &c., They arc not willing to dis- 
3bli e such. 

fiectionr,-~hese nre now made affairs of display and excitement 
wholly different from the quiet of former times.-They had nc 
music, placards or banners, as now ; and no such thing as omnibuses 
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to pick up voters-No taverns for assembling In wards-and nostump 
ontors, tmvellling round districts to win proselytes and partizanr- 
W e  are worked upon by cvery contrivance--which selfishness, if not 
patriotism, can devise ! - 

Ltrnvrj and Wealth. 

Are daily presenting new forms of display-in furniture, dress, 
equipages and table indulgence. All old forms are pwsina away. 
-Noth~ng of the revered past, is allowed to remain. ~ h i n k  of 
ladies dresses now costing 1200, to 1500, dollars ! and the wives of 
Commoners, having jewelry to the amount of 15,000 to 20,OdO dollars, 
and more.-Evenmg parties, too, among such, to be boastfully 
paraded at  an expense of 1,000 dollars for a night I W e  are certainly 
a fast changing people. Whether for weal or woe, posterity shall 
judge. 

It is often observed, that the young, in fashionable life, are far 
more arrogant and assuming in companies of display and exhibition, 
than they used to be.-They are far less reverent to the aged than 
in former times,-pushing them aside, from counsel or controul. 
Former shame-iacedness of youth, is regarded as awkard mauvaise 
lronte and not to be tolerated in good society," so called. Europeans 
even now, among us, wonder at the unrestrained freedom of talk 
and action, of our young females.-They now have their eocial 
Soirecs to themselves,-all young together. . 

The increase of Wealth, produces an abundant overshare of Pro- 
fessional men-in Law, Physic, and Army and Navy. It is greatly 
needed to exalt the character of Tradesmen (so called) so as to lead 
many of good means to enter therein---especialy to elevate the class 
of architects--of carpenters and shipwrights-manufacturers of 
metals-of machinery &c.-great room now exists for educate& 
Farmers-The Clergy serve by call. 

Extrauagance in Dress. 

At this time a fasliionnble dry goods store advertises, a lace scarf 
for 1500 dollnrs! Another, has a bridal dress for 1,200 dollars- 
Bonnets at 200 dollars are also sold. Cashmeres, from 300 dollars and 
upwnrd~~arcseenby dozens along Broadway. And 100 dollars isquite 
a common price for a silk gown.-Think of such a scale of prices 
for un-ideaed" American women ! Can the pampering of such 
vanities, elcvate the character of our women? Alas ! the women 
who live for such displays-who give their whole attention to 
diamonds and dress, are fast becoming unfitted for wives or mothers 
-and are operating the ruin of husbands and arents.-Do we not 
great1 need volunta sumptuary laws ao8 restraints ! History 
ncordb, that whcn the 3 omao matrons fell into similar extravagances 
the Empire itself, felt the deterioration, and fast fell into its decline 



Willany consider I One serious consideration is, that prudent thou ht- 
ful men, cannot engage in matrimonial dlianccs--In this, the 1 a$ ies 
themselves mill become sufferers:-And men themselves, driven 
from hopeful marria es, mill be induced (several of them,) to resort 
to concubinage. &at a fearful extremity for the future! Let the 
really elite of " upper tendom," reform this thing. as apatritric 
measure, and all the lower world wvill follow-Who wvill consider? 

At Christmas, in Xew York, an Opal breast pin, set in a circle of 
diamonds, was bought for a lady for 4,500 dollars ! A leader, in the 
Pennsylvania Inquirer and the Public Led er of the eighth of 
November, 1856 are strongly confirmatory o f all these remarks. 

The Pennsylvania Inquirer, of the thirtieth of June, 1855, thus 
notices cc Popular Extravagance :"- 

66 Our Christianity and our love of Country should put us upon 
fittin remedies for some of the alarming habits of extravagance 
whic f prevails among us. One of the sources of this manifold evil 
has been fairly put in the following remarlis of a wholesale merchant 
and importer, as given in the Annual report, of 'The American 
Woman's Education Society :' " 

d6 You have got hold of a great matter&, I hope you will succeed. 
The women arz wrong, sir. They are not educated rightly. They 
are going to bankrupt the country unless there is a change.-More 
is thought of show than substance. W e  pay scores of millions 
annually for ladies ornaments, which are of no use. W e  cannot 
afford it. It is worse than sinking the gold in the sea 1 We are paying 
more duties on artificial flowers than on railroad iron! God help 
you to elevate the position and the aim of woman." 
(*The fact that a store in this city, employed in the sale of laces 

and other superfluities in that line, pays a rent of ten thousand dollars 
a year, is a significant comment upon this speech. There is no 
cure for such an evil, though it threatens ruin to the country, and 
greater ruin to Christian character, but in mmethiing that shall divert 
the ambition of the female mind to something better worthy of 
rational and immortal beings, than this rivalry in expensive dress 
and outward show." - 

Hop &ah! 

We had hoped that our ladies would never a ain be brought to use di such ill-looking, useless and deforming appen ages to them dressce 
-They are. as seen along our streets, a Misdemeanor. They are 
so suggestive of immodest thoughts, both while worn and also when 
seen dangiing from stores along the streets, just like so many par- 
achutcs. One feels as if they must be scanning them, to conjecture 
how and whers the limbs therein could be found I They are too, 
so annoying and engrossing of place and room in omnibuses-Rai! 
Cars, and in church pews and aisles-and why all this ; but as spell 
h imd subsm'ants to some .foreign spell-one feels scandalized 



for .. the Land of the Free I" Nor is this all-ladies who profcss 
to be christians and communicants too, pledged to renounce the 
vain pomp and vanities of the world, and not to be led thereby," go 
up to thc sacramental dtar,shoming before the eyes of all beholders- 

- an unseemly vanity 1 
When we think of the human form divine," as fashioned in the 

purpose of the Creator;-when he gave us also, our abiding appre- 
ciation and sense of the beautiful, so fully expressed in the Grecian 
models, so universally adopted by all subsequent Sculptors aud 
Artists : And think also of that same human form as prevalent in the 
year 1800 and afterwards, and as then universally approved by the 
whole Beau Moiide. What must be the feelings of the former beaus 

. and other beholders now, at this modern estose of a " monstrous 
novclt and strange disguise lP1 Women then, presented as .!hey ever 
. t h o d l  specific notices of individual figure-such as Heaven made 
and designed thcm ; and the present artificial rotundity and expan- 
siveness,wcre just the kind of personages, whothen ct~rriedthemselve~ 
at a discount-Don't many remember l 

Presents at Weddings. 

This has lately come up, as a fashionable extravagance, to the 
amount of many thousands of dollars-The ractice with the haut 2 ton now is, for the Bride to have them set o for display in a guest 
room, wlicrc thc articles are paraded for exhibition, with appended 
notices from thc Donors-Both the bride and the Donors, obbm 
their shares of renown and report, on such occasions.-All of the 
invited, very naturally become contributors, and some feel the tax 
thus imposed, somewhat unwelcome--on some ultra occasions. 
15,000 to 20,000 dollars are said to have been contributed-But 
aRer that, comes the reaction ;-for those thus cheered by benefactors, 
mustcome in their turns to disburse all their gainsin equally ambitiouv 
gi!h to after marriames in their circles. (Some of these are shrewdy 
suspected of bein&?oaned from jewellers at high fees!) 

Wearing of Beards. 

Looking at numbers of men who now wear beards, and eeeh %' of course, their countcnance with many, one cannot but !oak bac . 
upon n time in our youth, when not worn by m y  citizens ; one aan- 
not but remember a time, when the Tunkards and Menonists of 
inland Pennsylvania used to come to the city, wearing their beards 
-They were then a repulsive spectacle to boys and ladies, universally 
-and it required no little iesolution in the wearers to bear them as 
they then did, for Christian profession sab-Now others do the same 
thing cordially for fashion's sake 1 Les fons font les modes." 



Opera Jfusic. 

Such as men oncc used with human voice, is greatly altered 
-natural voices and tones, such as nature impressed, are passin? 
away, for unnatural efforts, making strnnge display--such as proceeds 
from Operasinging-by strained efforts-All of our singers, in social 
circles, now show much of affectation.-That it is not accordin to 
mnn's nature and bias, is abundantly proved by the plaudits everyw f ere 
bcstowed upon Poblir Singers, who burlesque the others, and sing 
with good voices, natural airs-Such as the Virginia and Orleans 
AIinstrels--the Hutchinson family &c., Some itchinn ears, have 
even introduced dected singin6 into churches I So di%oot Luther, 
who was himself a good music~an-he adapted all his tunes to their 
subjects-Solemn, grave, severe, or gay. 

Tho* musiul I am-I never could 
Fa11 into raptures o'er Italian singing; 
Saw w i f h t  words I never underatood. 
l'ho'soft and fiweet as harp of houris suinging-" 
Nor would I ask a lady for a song 
Unless the poetry has beauty in it. 

Our artiJcta1 Jluslc, considered-We having before stated how much 
wc spoil our music by artificial refinement, we have set down a 
confirmation, given by another hand-to wit: All music that paints 
nothin is only noisc ! and were it not for fashion, which unnatures % every t ing, it mould excite no more pleasure than a sequel of hnrmo- 
nious and finely sounding xords wiliiout any order or connection-" 

Those airs which pant images-and called speakin airs, will f always surpass the most labored refinement of art-suc as Roy9 
wife,' 'John Anderson kc.,'-fascinate the soul, beenuse they arc. 
~nelodia of nature." Mr. Barnum has created a new era in public 
sxcitabi1itg7He uses the press with such dexterity topuf lumself 
and his ex initions, as to make himself the focus of all that 1s popular. 
-all to make hisown fortune !-None but himself could have ventured 
on mch n great amount of money to Jenny Lind for her visit- 
Think of so much being awarded for singing1 Is it ossiMe that 
it is, indeed, so super-human and exalted as to be real I' y worth the 
contribution-or is it excited phrenz I The very splendorof her 
reception at New York is to ibresta r 1 public opinion, and to come 
cventunlly out of the peoples' pockets I See her at Irving house having 
there for herself, a parlor, drawing-room, dining room,and two bed- 
rooms--all newly fitted up ina most gorgeous style, at a cost of 7,000 
dollars I One really si hs at such extravagance in republican+225 

$: dollars is bid for an a mission ticket I and at Boston, the first ticket 
bid off at 025 dollars, and her suite of rooms cost for decorations 
13 ~ ~ 0 0  dollars !" 



Our AIanufactwes-of all kinds. 

Ow hprovements and invenhons, in all things needful for our use 
and, comfort, is boundless-FormeQ we depended for e v y  thng - 
upon importation. Now we fabricate every thing needed for c O-, 
in cotton and wool,-and all kinds of metallic implements and iron- 
mongery. In chemical, and articles of materia media, the quantity 
hor.1e made, is wonderful-our productions in glass, iron and metallic 
whutances are very great and very perfect. 

The cltanges already effected, would fill a volume in enumeration. 
Now we make Wall papers, carpets, paints-(See a book now 
publishin by Freedly, on this subject.) 

The C f enical productions-as now got up b our manufacturerrr, 
would if told in extension, make n curlous anlinteresting work- 
They have so cheapened the prices of drugs,and paints and colours, 
before imported, and had so many obstacles to surmount, to gain 
favour m d  beat down preiudice, that their historv in popular slvle. . - 
would be quite enrerdlin" .-Almost everythiig~in thh 'department 
was formerlv imported. f have mvself endeavored to procure facts. 
but those c;nce&ed, make money too fast to spare time for detail, 
for my use and notice I 

The Carting of Ifon, is undergoing vast improvements-from 
once being extremely rough and unsightly, we now see beauty of 
castings in dl forms.-Our Pine woods aro used far beyond repro- 
duction4ther woods must hereafter suppl -The Pines of North 
CarolinaLc., arenowusiug forcamphineflui& for lamps&c, The for 
mation of g a e f o r  lightingstreetsand houses, is a modem affai~ :-and 
it is supposed that water will some day be found to supply its place I 
The introduciion of the use of India rubber and Caoutouche, for all 
manner of things-as for clothing &c., is wholly a new affair of 
wonder. 

Necromancy and Nagnetism, $c. 

Necromanc , Fortunc-telling $c., by advertising men, professing 
to be philosop x em, and proceedin b Nativities &c., is a new affair 
an&seems to find employers.--S f ig l t of hand, by Blitz,-the man . 
of Ava,&c., are new and very successfulenterpriscs-" wondering for 
their bread I" They are really wonderful in concealment and decep 
tion; but by their honest confessions of illusion, serve to do away 
former conceptions of Demoniacizm. 

IPilchcraft is gone-exploded, and the nearest approach and 
illustration of former deceptions, seem now developed in Animal 
m?gnetism ; and the powers possessed, by mnnipulatlon and passes, 
to ~nflucnce the actions of others, compellingthem to sit, stand, walk 
and do, accordins to the will of the operator. Operators, too, work- 
ing from powers m nature, and used by honest men, on other men - sincere and true as themselves. 



h a w s e  of Wrong and Outrage. 

Really my country, is so much increased in crime of all kinds and 
charncters, as makes me feel heart-sick to think of its progress-and 
the state of society to whichIam toleave my heirs.-It really makes l i e  
of far less vaiue to live it-and almost makes one sigh for a chnngc 
into another and better world. 

Combinations of Wicked Boys-These combinations of lawless 
lads in the citics of Philadelphia and New York. under indicative 
names-signifying outlavry and mischief,-is ahollr a new manifcs- 
L~tion of progress:-Such as have made 66 hocses of Refuge" 
indispensable f i r  the security of Society a ainst their crimes and 8 encroachments. The good people of the lden time, had no such 
disturbers of their peace-All boys worked at something 11sejkl in 
their times. Chea Theatres and Comic allurements, ore now t h r  
visited night schoo T s. 

'* Becau~e inqaiq shall abound. 
The love of many shall was cold." 

The year 1852 has been a season of most oppallii cnme-so 
""Yf oss murders-ra s-cruelties, See the book, ot Corn of r rB 
New ork. Excewive estruction of life, by c6 Accidents," &c.,- 
One who fcars God, may well fear his jud merit,-unless we repent 
and turn.-There has been a morbid sensibi $ ity f i r c r i m i n a b a  desire 
to screen them from the merited gallows--This encourages wicked. 
ness-Religion itself, seems not to have the same hold md influence 
on the mass-Mcn grow up by example to forget God. 

Objcdions to Cupztal punidtment, is a new thought, gaining ground 
fast.-It is made an affair of religious obligation-lt may he expected 
to prevail for awhile--but prohably not permannntly-Because its 
tendanc x ill be to encourage crime. God, who is unchanging, once 
declare g .  that--" thine eye shall not spare or pity, the murderer," 
and the new Testament, said, u the sword of juvtice, was not used in 
vain," and St. Paul, said, " he was willing to die. if he committed 
things coortliy of death," mcaning thereby, that some offences were so . 
regarded by him. Legislators exempt j-om death, (by executions\ 
even while they fine our sons, for not serving in military duty to kik 
our enemies-So inconsistent are we 1 A better rule is,-" Society 
ehnll duke its encumbered la , grown weary of the load 1'' It is a 
weary load to find imprisone t? homes for lawless criminah Will 
not another age restore Capital punishment 2 

What became of John Rtch. 

The above is the heading of an article and letter in the Journal 
of the Franklin Institute, of March, 1853 : as given in the following 



words-which go to conam, what 1 had before published-to wit: 
Letter from Alexander M. Mc Dowell- 

Demopolis, Alabama, July 3, 1852 

As it is to this day an unsettled point, of what city of the East 
had the glory of being the birth place of Homer, so it has been 
equallv undetermined as to the place in the great West, where the 
mortal remains of one Feater than Homer, have their resting-place; 
I mean the reat embobed genius of Steam ;-the indi ent, friendless f f machis t  ohn Fitch-the co-worker and adviser o Rumsay and 
Fulton. 60, kc., kc., The writer of this having occasion some 
twenty-five years ago to bury a little nephew at  Bmdatown, Nelson 
County. Kentucky-and havino discovered in the crowded little 
protestant graveyard, near the county jail, an open space of twenty 
or thirty feet square, not occupied by graves, commenced digging 
the ne hew's grave there ; when he was stopped by the aged sexton 
Mr. k e n d e r  Mc Keown, who said that spot contained the bones 
of John Fitch, the eat Steam man'-and that the space was 
leR thus large to buil g a monument to hi memory by the State of 
Kentucky. The Hon. Ben: Hardin and Doctor Burr Harrison, of 
whom inquiry was made, corroborated the statement of Mr. 
Rlc Keown, and states that a resolution to erect a monument over 
Fitch had passed the Legislature of Kentucky, of which they had 
been members, but that no a propriation had ever been made to carry 
the resoIution into effect R e  aged Sexton must long since have 
msed from earth, and it is probable there are now few, even in 

fhrdstown, who could point out the grave of John Fitch. 

Signed, Alexander M. Mc Dowell. 

Such are the facts as given by Mc Dowell, and it frets me while 
I write, to think how little the public will give heed to what we have 
aeverally written to bring the remains to storied, monumental fame- 
President makin d Foreian Artistes, are more en rossingl- 

%' an 2 Mcl)owell, woul doubtless ~iRe to know what I have one in tho 
same object. I wrote to him per mail and howd nothing- 

Romanist Religion among Us. 

TlreHmnunista are, at the present, establishing themselves througli- 
out our whole land, and we mean to state the fact ns it is without 
reproach.-This is done by erectin churches, schools, und nuneries. 
(byY aid of Forei n funds,) in all p a m .  M a y  are disturbed by 
thew presence. %ut the press wdl lo too free and expansive to 
dlow them to take undue ascendencv and domination, and will m e  
thew cr~nductors also to divest themsehes of many of their assumptio%i 
and pageantries, a8 fostered and indulged in forelgn countries. Rom- 



mist people hcre, cannot bo governed with absoluteness, as abroad. 
The result may be, that Romanism, will bz improved, and truo 
Religion, amonn themeelvcs, will be better diffused.-It may come to 
takethetype of h ~ ~ e ~ i ~ n ( r ~  ncm thing)and both together may catchtho 
affections of thosc who desire pomp and circumstance in splendid 
Religion and lovc the imn ination to be exercised in decent 
ceremonials," dramatic disp I: ays, Opcrn singing and music, kc., 

The Treuty Elm. 

Therc was taken as a scion from the treaty tree, by S. Coates, n 
oung tree, which sprung u from the roots of the fallen tree, which 

l e  in the gram lot, G a t w a r d  of the Hospital Wall on Ninth 
street. It there grew to be a large tree (high as the three storied 
house)-but when they opened CLnton street, it left that tree standing 
outin the street, two feet beyond the curb--& my request of tho lot 
owncrs it stood there awhile after the pebble pavement was made-- 
but now I see they have cut it down as an  incumbrance, aim I how 
little many care for our antiquities ! It is vain to argue with money 
mterests-It stood about the sixth house, North side, from Ninth SL 
-I have 'list learned from Mr. S. D. Bowers,that there isnow alive 
a large d m  tree, upwards of sixty years of age, standin on UN 
rtreet, at the place long known as the dwelling house and s f ip yard 
of his father, taken by hia father, Samuel, when a young man,slxty- 
five years ago, as a shoot, from the celebrated Treaty tree-Thcre 
ne nursed and cherished it, during d l  hi life-time, and at this timo, 
it is now in full vigour. Long may it survive, as a grateful historical 
remembrance l It  is indeed stran e t he so little generally known. tPO It stands a little South of where e British had their River battcry 
'n the Revolutionary War, and on the river str2et, ~ P c n n "  
as then there. (Samuel Bower died in 1834, at seventyfive years 
of age.) Thetree stands on theWest side, fronting Rowland &Co- 
Iron works,-and is midway between Maiden on the Xorth, and 
March or Poplar on the South. Before the death of Samuel Bower- 
a limb of fifty feet across the street, got broken by a storm-It was 
strengthened and stood a few yean, when another storm broke it off 
-The tree now spreads sixty feet. 

Consolidation of PA2adelphia. 

This is indeed, a wondehl event-effected by mutual concessionq 
uf various included towns and distric-It will be a very benificial 
improvement. Bx working as a Unit hereafter, it will unite many 
former seperate interests. The full history of the means used by 
which the mcasure has been effected, would make a book of itself.- 
Even political parties, laid aside, for the occasion all of their local 
~nterests; and patriotism and disinterestedness was dlowed for the 



lpecid occmon, to r for the good of the whole I The men of 
my youth, never loo cd forward to such a growth of their city-It 
is a wonder I 

Germantourn Changes and Improvements. 

When 1 had succeeded to influence many to plaster the fronts of 
their houses-I next came to stimulate lot owners to paue their foot 
WD 9. 

{began UIi article to say, that we are indebted to Roben H. 
Thomas, for the impulse, &st given by him, to increase the houses 
and population of the place. He proved by his own success, in 
laying out new streets, and selliig lots and building cottage houses, 
that he had a power to attract bus~ness men, and men of money,toseek 
a residence for Country air, &c., He began his first operations some 
twelve years ago along Centre street : next he bought,and laid out the 
lots on Kelly's farm-His example set the two Prices-Eli and 
Philip--to buy the grounds of Wunder, and to lay out Price street, 
-where I live.--Germantown now, is no longer, Germantown as it 
was l It now goes on in building fancy cottages for city business 
men, kc., 

Gennantown once tlce seat of Government of the United States 1 
In the year 1789, a Resolution passed the House of Representatives 

then in session in New York, that the permanent seat of government, 
ought to be on the banks of the Susquehanna, in Pennsylvania; 
but it was amended in the Senate by k i n g  upon Germantown, as its 
&e. Upon being returned to theHouse,the amendment wasapproved 
and sent back again to the Senate, for a slight amendment, providin 
that Pennsylvania laws, should continue in force, in such Feder 9 
district, until Cotigress should legislate otherwise-Thereupon, the 
subject was postponed, until the next Sessionrand thus, our old 
T;ermantown, after being thus fixed upon by hoth houses, was wholly 
laid asidel-The influence of Robert Morris, the Financier, was 
said to have led to its bein fixed in Philadelphia City,-where it 
settled at Me S. E. corner 2~ixtl1 and Cltestnut streets. The same 
now occupied as Court Rooms. 

W e  well remember to have seen in our boyhood, a caricature 
published by the New Yorken, who were averseto its removal from 
that city,-wherein Robert Morris was shown in the foreground, 
drawing with a rope the Congress to Philadelphia!-To our T u n ?  
mind, it was a queer picture I What a picture mi ht not a mltfu 

im? 
, nou, construct, of possibilities now, i f such a location 

had ecn so settled. Things would have been so rery different now 
both in Washington city.-The city of distances; and the present 
granite heights of cottage-embellished Germantown !-Washington 
~tself, at some future day, may be removed, more to the centre of 
opulation--and St. Louis itself, hecome the seat of the American 

&mpirc I W e  are all in a state of Progress l 



do6 Appendix. 

Gennantmn and rls old grave stone.-Ic May 1850, there was 
found. four feet below the surface, at  the rear of Charles Waiss' Coal 

nrd,a marble flatlaid stone, indicatin the place of burial of Godfried 
Eehman, and beneath it hisbones - &cstone bscribed him.= dying 
in his sixtyeighth year, in the year 1756, (one hundred years ago,) 
as born in Germany--and as being buried in his own garden. He 
was thehead of the present Lehman family in Germantown-and 
Benjamin Lehmnn, conve ed the remains and marble stone, to the 
Tunker's grave ground- i' t arrested considerable attention- 

Log Prison and ancient group of houses in Gemantoron.- 
The picture, which we have given of the last of the oldest housa 
still remaining in Germantown,-now belonging to the family of John 
Green, present a very picturesque groupe,-and stand in interesting 
contrast with many modern houses, built there. They would seem 
to have been built at several intervenin periods-The front house 
on the right of the picture, now faced wit a white mortar is the original 
Lou house41 waa brought and placed there, as the dwelling honse 
of john Adams Hogermoed, who had before passed a night in it- 
for some occasion of intemperance, while it occupied the Market 
square as the Prison. When it mas afterwards sold, the same 
Hogermoed became the owner. One of the hi her houses in the 
rear, it may be seen, is diagonally boarded.- 4 he whole $ouP 
seenls to be formed of four different constructions-$1 pnrt is o stone, 
All such remains of the ~rimitive times. are fast fadinn from the a 

things that be ! 
Gumantolcn Railmad.-This, now ~ o ~ u l a r  Road. was orieinated 

about chc year 1830, by Jesse Torrey,'th& a ternpoky r eden t  of 
the p l a c o I t  was sustained at the time, by sundry Essays ill Mr. 
Freas' paper-An act was soon after procured, for its Charter, and 
met with a read subscription, especially from sundry City Brokers 
-with whom d e  Scrip found n ready advance of price-Some 
time after the whole concern met with a severe depression, by the 
defalcation of its President-It lin cred on a greatwhile, while shares 
sold often as low as one dollar-an Act was procurcd in February 
1847, 6 r  the rc!ie'.ief sf its creditors, whereby, stock owners and 
creditvs agreed to consolidate their claims at from thirty-five to 
eighty cent rcduction, according to their class-After which, the 
Road, lncluding to Noristown, went on progressive1 rising, till it 
has rieen above par, and has given twelve per cent o ? Dividend. 

Brother Jonathan. 

This name as a personation and name of our countrymen of New 
England-and sometimes-abroad, for all Americans, is a designa- 
tion said to have been first used by General Wnshin on, as the 
appellation I. gave to his friend Jonathan Trumbull, t f e Governor 
of Connecticut-in the eriod of the Revolution. When u n an 
occasion of importance,~ashingtonsaid-tt W e  mustconsult r' r o w  
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Jonathan, first1'4Xcers present. came to use it as a ~ y t  word- 
and = the phrase circulated more and more,-it came eventually to 
be the pass word of the people, generally.- 

Great Fire. 

On the ninth of July, 1850 at  four P. M.' occured the grecrtesl 
fire ever witnessed in Philadelphia, commencing near Vine St. on 
Water St. and burning up to the East side of Second, and from New 
St to Callowhill-no house escaping. Among the houses, were some 
of the most respectable residences of the olden time--say Friends 
meeting House in New St. (Keys Alley)-Wests' House, N. W. 
comer of Vine and Front Sts.severnlfiomthence dong the North side 
of Vine to New Market S t c n n d  at  that N. W. comer, the Tun 
respectable houses of the Messers Whitehead, John and James, 
brothers-The comer house was once the residence of our Governor 
Mifflin, and in tho War of the Revolution it wm the residence of 
Col. Abercrombie of the British Arm fterwxds General Aber- 

Fk-4%nt St.-West side, was crombie who was killed in E 
the residence of Col. Cope wtute m d  other respectable men of 
the Revolution. 

Old Furniture. 

A modern freak of fashion-began at Boston andbrought here, has 
been the revival of old furniture, found in garrets and lofts .-by tho 
art of varnishin they have been brought out with display-the t' gathering of suc , came in time, to such a demand, as to call for 
nem-making much of chairs &c., in imitation-It is queer that those 
who thus profess to venerate such old family articles, are the same 
class who before scouted them from si ht-Evcn now, the class, 'i are not those who read Annals of 0 den Time9'-They go for 
them, because the fashion is so ! very well. 

Walnut Wnod, as used for Cabinet furniture, has now become a 
-'ust because it is gettin scarce and dearer, and withall r'""" ooks so like Roso wood-But in f ormer days Walnut was the c o m  

mon furniture wood-as beiu second to Mahogany-As men got 
more wedthy it was discardef-it became cheaper and cheaper, and 
ww sold as common fuel in m t i m e B u t  now, it is again a wood 
of Luxury-= is also curled B P aple and Birch. This improvement 
comes from the use of Varnish,which helps the display of the grain.- 

General Education. 

General Education for all the people is a new affair-taxing all 
the mple therefor. Before this Ime  it was held ungentecl to acee t /' of ree education-But when men of large estate saw how heavi f y 
they were taxed to pay for the children of others, and for schools 



of such elevation aud excellence as the High Schools, sund of the 
apper class combin~d in a resolution to send their children to 'X e same 
schools; then everybody aimcd to include their children-The result 
is, that Americans, are coming to he the most generally *hshcted 
people in the world. This advantage, with cheap news papers md 
cheap printing and book-makin , seem destined to sofree our minds, 
as to enable us forever herea if er, to surmount all assum tions of 
future power to debase, and enthral the human mind, a ether in 
church or state. 

1 
Education now, IS the sameuphill work it ever was, with veryl~ttle 

reform-save the non use of the strap and lash-but some day they 
will rmerse the order of acquiring l a w u ,  and will learn words 
-words, Srst, and aflmanls Grammar.-Nature says so.-They 
will also say it is enough, for common schools, to teach only, reading 
writing, arithmetic and grammar 

Pins, what becomes of them? 

Considering the millions made every day-the people wonder 
what becomes of them I This subject bring to mind their state in 
a former age-Whcn they were all imported and cost nlvre than now. 
It was a consideration to save them all, hjt picking then1 up when 
seen-This was a peculiar operation of the boys-Tw oq:cial reasons 
concurred with them-They were their capital, for !.he play of the 
game of push pin, and for their surplus they could ge: 'pennies, at 
home-It was a common sight to see bo ?s with a iine of pins stuck 
in their deevc cuffs.-Men too, always h d  a place for some, stuck 
in a line, at the head of the lappels of their coats.-It showed how 
far we were once a frugal, conservative people.-It was of the same 
charactenstic, as that of wearing Cloths, over again by turning 
garments. 

Famrly Stockings and Shuts. 

Now stockings are mnde too cheaply to permit of knittin them; 
but in former times, mothers and daughters were always at 
tneir knitting, while sitting in attention to calls from visitors- hey 
not only, were proud to knit their own wear well, but they also, 
mnde coarser ones for the boys and servants-made of thread and 
woollen yarn-and if in large families they could not do dl ,  they 
hired women helps, to do them-Young ladies, then, truly, could not 
get time for Pianos, Open, Theatre and spectacles. 

Stores for sale of shirts and d r a w e r e l s  a modern affair--Such 
athing would not have succeededwhenfemales,universall ,in families 
worked out such article-Now feo~ale-very genteel, nve not the 
time I 

B 
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Land of the S~oen Family. 

A , m t  was issued on the third of May, 1671. by Francis 
hvelace, Esq, Governor General, under the Duke of York, con-ng - to the family (as granted by the Dutch governor,) the former rant 
from Queen Christina, bearing b f o n  then, the names of k e n  
Cunderson, Swen Swanson. Ole Swanson and Andries Swmson lhe 
.Wiccocoe Tract, containing eight hundred acres, at a quit rent of 
einht bushels of Winter wheat to his Majesty-Its boundary is as 
fofiows, to wit :-Beginninn on the Delaware, a short distance North 
of Shippen St. ;-thence $&ward, verging towards Cedar street. 
strikin it *tween eighth and ninth streets; thence along the South 
side o f Cedar street to a point about six perches East of Shippen 
Lane; thence Southward, purrellel with Shippcn Lane, to a corner 
a short distance South of Federal, and West of twelRh street,- 
probabl the N. W. comer of the parade-ground lot ; thence along 
the s a d  Creeh to the Delaware; and thence to the place of begin- 
ning"--The Eastern y r t ~ o n  of the tract, bounded hy the Passy- 
unk was erected into the district of Southwark, March 20,1762." 
-Think of such a tmct of eight hundred acres-to one family onm, 
-and now no exalted heirs I 

Schoolkill River. 

The origin of this name has never been satisfactorily explained- 
It has been referred to Butch, as expressive of hidden river-;-But 
I have an original idea, that it was from the beginnin b8 Of Engz*'' form atld origm-It was a combined word-having 1-for creek 
or river; because it was a common En  lish manner once, to call 
all the small waters, MI, from the early % utch settlers--School was 
added, to express the peculiar place where schools of emigrating 
fish. resorted up its waters to spawn their young-Thither went 
every summer the shad and herrings to its source--and in that river, 
was always the greatest fisheries known in our waters-far surpassin 
the Delaware itself. Its waters were colder than the Delaware, an 
therefore it allured thereto the finest, earliest and largest fish. 

$ 

Original Shore of the Delaurare. 

At present, there is no longer, any evidence or view of the original 
shore-md wharves. being everywhere extended out into the river- 
the passage to Smith's Island &c., is now much abridged.-But I 
nave seen the original shore at  several places, down to the year I 800 
-It came u to the e a t  side of Water street, so I saw it, at Pooles 
Brid e - a t  aylor's dock, below Callowhili St-at the North side 3 5 
of ock St. creek-and at the end of the street North of Swedes 
church.- 



Britsh Defences of Philadelphia. 

British Defexes at Philadelphia in the Life of General John I.anh 
pp. one hundred and ninety-one, are described-to wit : 

Because of the increase of Washington's m y  at White Marsh, 
in November '77-they began to fear some attack from him ;Richard 
Ratts letter to General Lamb, says : They have thrown up very 
strong lines across-from River to river, besides these, ten or twelve 
very strong redoubts, ditched, friezed, picketed and ahbatised; every 
one of which cross fire and flank their lines." '[Judge then, if any 
attacks will be made by our army this winter"-p suppose, these 
mere made so strong afier the Battle of Germantown, fourth of 
October 77. A picturo of the s m e  is here given.] 

Conventions and Congresses. 

It is a fact but wry little considered, that the idea of these, came 
not up at  first, as an invention of the Revolutionary War-It is was 
only the reneural of similzr gatherings on other previous colonia. 
associations4So many colonies-speaking the same language, and 
subjcet to the same Parent authority, na;urally felt sympath~es and 
n~u tud  interests, though of different constitutions; and when occur- 
rences from the French and Indians, produced mutual dangers, they 
instinctively called Conventions to consider tl~cir pro er and harmo- 
nious action, even for the benefit of the crown-di1c these meet- 
ings wcre congenial to it: interests, the officers of the crown, both 
in America and England, looked on complacently-Therc were 
several of such calls of tho Colonics, before the Revolution. 

Sleds, Slet&z and Skates. 

These we now quite altered arairs-Sleds were once made 01 

little folks have 
had far rougher 

thin s.- 
~&hs.-arc far more showy, thnn in days of olden time--Tho 

small affairs called jumpers-such for two persons, with their curved 
upward fronts, present a pcaranccs of cost, far bcyond the general l fi,rmer straight1 bonrdc sides, and t r ianylar  fronts, for the stand, 
of the u p ~ h t  Liver, of the times now by gone-Then thcy were 
made for w ole families, with woolen, gay coverlids for the backs- 
Now they pass well for courting vehicles, and tete-a-tetes. 





- 

feet high-in the to s of which they laid their eggs-but now the hens 
and nests, are rare i' y found. What a time, must once have been, 
for the poor Indian," to have been therers of such cheap and 
ready food I and how ready there, for % eir use, o sters, clams, crabs, 
fish-Alas, poor Indian now westward driven I k h  their de.stiny- 
such our inheritance now I One cannot reflect upon the vast change 
affectin , without emotions of wonder 1 What cannot enligiriened rrg mnn e ect 1 By aud bye, we shall see Railroads traversing our con- 
tinent from the Atlantic to the Pacific-How much wiser to preserve 
Pmce relations-for benefitting mankind, than to d a w t  all of our 
meam in senseless Wars I An h~~ndred milliom wastod in War, 
would build Railroads across our ConCnent l Let us sedulously 
cubivate and preserve eace. Such was my spontaneous reflectiolls 
while standing on the d' and his of great Egg Harbour. 

Cold and Snow of January, 1850. 

Thismonth it isalleged, in the Inquirer, hasbeen thecolded for thirty- 
four years preceeding,say January 1821-then ten degces M o w  zero, 
by the records of the Thermometers-The mew telnpcrature of Janu- . 
ary, as kept by J. Mc Allister has heen twenty-eight degrees-and is 
fnrahcad cf its prcdeccssors-The snow, too, which began about the 
fourth and fifth has continued fur sleighing, all through the month and 
into Februnry. 

Thu thermometer was down to ten degrecs below zero-some two 
or three times at night. The ice, and skatin and slidin on the 
Delnwnre was continued also-Doctor Rush k ad publishe i that in 
his life he had not seen more than four degrees-below zero-I have 
not seen an degreesof cold set down to the memorable hard winters J of 1740 an '80 : but we saw then more mention of injuries by a l d  to 



cattle,swine,squirrels. Bids, Dee kc, The ice in the western aaten 
and down the whole length of the Mississippi, go beyond all former 
peas. The deep snow of the fourteenth and fifteenth of January 
1831---caused ood slei hing till the middle of February-The p r e  
seat Lighiu ?asted d t h e  end of February also-md began the 
fourth and fit% of January-of c o r n  the longest now. 
The Year 1856-hnw Mitabilk.-This year has been wonderful 

--as stated in the I r  Evening Bulletintt-The last Winter so co'd : 
this summer so hot and d --So many temble calamitiewf Ocean 
-Flood andland :--Suc X' accidents of Steamers and Railroads-A 
p a r  of the terrible and effective. 

W7~o Reads an Jmeriean Book In 

Thii sneer uttered in England a few years ago is now well 
answered in the annexed ar t ic loas  stated in 1856-at Crystal 
Palace. New York. 

1300~ P U B L I ~ R Q  m m e  Corny.-The Secretary of the Book 
Publishers' Association, in his valuable address at the Crystal Palace 
mid : ' Let it be remembered that the aggregate number of the neu 
books first manufactured in a single year is not less than two mlllions 
four hundred thousand. Putting aside school books, Bibles. and 
society publications, the number of volumes printed and reprinted. 
will reach eight rnillrons! The school-books alone will swell the 
nun~ber twelve millions more. The number of volumes issued yearly 
from the gigantic cstahlishment of the Messrs. Harper alone, hae ' 

becnestimatcdat morethan a million of volumes ; and the Philadelphia 
house of Lippincott, sends forth books at an average of fifty cases 
pcr day, the gear round. And consider, besides, the enormous b~dk 
of reading matter issued by our 200 periodicals, and 2,000 newspa- 
pers I Think of the 18,000 double or 30,000 single reams of paper 
required year1 for a single magazine,which courses over the country. 
unprecedenteJin cheapness and attraction, at therate of 150,000 per 
month. The wildest imaginin at home or abroad, twenty yeals ago, 
would not have stretched so 9 ar as this. Why sir, the sheets from our 
book-presses alone, in a single year would reach nearly twice round 
the globe, and if we add the periodicals and newspapers, the issue of 
3ur prcsses in about eighteen months, would make a belt, two feet 
wide, printcd on both sldes, which would stretch from New York to 
JM3 moon 1' " 



VARIETY OF PASSING BRIEF PACTS. VIZ: 
N i  Papera at one cent a piece, were a wondet f o ~  clleapneae 

when first out  
It is new to use professional singers in rhwhes- 
It is still newer to sing rasponses while kneeling, as in the ten 

commantiments 
The use of Cloroform in painful surgical operations, is ncw and 

assistin5 wonderfully. 
Denhsts am arriving at great improvements in saving and pre- 

servi!p twth. 
P ~ z u a t e p " n y p o ~ ,  for delivery of letters in the city,-md expess 

. carriages or carrying heavy ~rce l s  about the cities.-and oriinibuses 
for carryinn people at smal 7 charges, are all new enterprises nnd 
succeed. ?he vending of dothing fop gentlemen, ready mnde, is a 
new enterprise.- 

Dis~msur and Sn'nal Diseases.-Disnepsia in men. and soinnl 
d i se f  =*in women,hre new forms of diiekes, coming ih, as a'con- 
sequence of luxurious and indulgent living 

Boquets. CfEou~ers) at Parties-is new--so also Boquets, on tlie 
Centre tablee,-The tables themselves, are also new-Suppers to 
such parties, is nlso new. 

Slate roofJ, is now a heginning affair-because Cedar shmgles 
come so high now. 
-Cedar Posts, too, are becoming so high as to induce the use of 
Iron posts. 

Building brick howw, in the City, in Entea-is a new enterprise, 
to save time. 

Envelopes for Letters.-It is new to put letters under an envelo 
-It is a useless adjunct and will destroy the euidence of Post mar 
to letters.-The courts will some day complain of this. 

E 
We are invaded with new rules and new forms by Fashion's 

invisible Agent.-Who knows who first imposes the cub of om 
dresses ! 

Use of Granite and Iron oosterns.--Tile use of Granire and Iron 
pos&&ni and pedestals to hoke fronts, is new. - 

The cutting of our garments, as now, is an entirely new d e v i a  
and capital, too. 

The plancing, jointing and grooving of boards, by Steam power, 
is wholly new. 

Great signs to houses and some elevated upon roofs for display- 
and s i p  to read perpendiculnrly-and the formation of new form 
of Sign letters-is all a now contrivance. So also, is various imita- 
tions of rained wood-such ns oak, maple, maho any &c.,-they 
were all 1 egan tint in New York and then folbwef here.- 



It is new to cover houses with plaster, in imitatiou of mu&- 
brown stone and yellow &c-, 

It ie new to cover roofs of houses with zinc, tin, and slate 
The numerous wholesale Silk stores, exclusively of silk and nibom 

from France, is new. So too, the importations from Francc of 
cloths m a  cnssimers, is new-also French book- 

Eating nouses and Refectories is new among us,-+specially oystcl 
houses. 

Paving foot ways, with flag stones-is a new affair-ado tcd from tR New York, when they had not good bricks-The paving e strcets 
with blocks of woodand blocks of s tonofor  carriage ways is new- 

Slri Launching ~\bw.-They have now chnn ed the way of i' 8, launc ing ships-They now slide them off without e use of a girdle 
of tcedges-by heaw hummereThat was a means fnr more mtcr- 
estin to hearers and spectatops, tllan now. 

~ f e  Pegging of Shoes and Boo& is a modem affair-so also of 
twnin Insts-Thewood pegginpas  theinventionof Joseph Walker, 
nom Aue, at Hopkinton Massachusetts. He  lives to see the trade 
of that State in shoes and boots, equal to ei hteen millions of dollars I 

Steeples-wlmever built. were universa 'i ly while, so as best to be 
seen furthest-and among trees.-Lately has come up a new Con- 
ceit, of harin them brown and chocolat+Aheu I 

~ ~ i e r s . - f t  is a moded thing to send home parcels from t l r  
stores, for purchasers,-and equally new for Butchers to send home 
meats purchased.-Men and women took home their own marketing; 
and many boys of good families, went with wheel-barrows, nnd 
stopt near the markets till filled-One remembers well, mnny young 
ladies of good families, who used to do all the marlieting-Storea 
did not formerly have porters to cary parcels, and make fires, nnd 
sweep, &c.,-lhat was always done by the apprentice merchant. 
Boys are fm prouder now, than they used to be, and moro dressed 
in business. -, 

The only ltnown Gibbet Le$-The only known 'bbet now in 

at the Moyamensing Prison. 
t' the United Statcs--of the olden t h e  remains, is now ept as a relic 

Samuel Brecli's Letter.-He describes our povcrty, and ow 
depression of spirit, at the conclusion of the War of the Rerolut'on 
-anu sh3ws how wonderfully, all things revived and flourished, l ~ y  
the adaption of the Federal Constitution.-A charter xvl~ich some 
proud and angry men are now disposed to annul and destroy I Rend 
d-Read it I in the r* North Americq," of the elercnth of Febiu- 
my, 1851. 

Mild Winter of 1850-51.-TIE Past Wink-of 1850-61, in om 
to be remembered for its mildness-The mean tern erature of Febru- cf nry-hns been (though usually one degree the col est in winter) 411 
degrees, which is eleven degrees above the common mean average- 
very litlle of snow and very littie of frost has been seen-At t l h  
h e ,  (March 1,) vegetation is one month ahead of ordim y senso - 



FIap of the Revolution. There are now at Alexandria, Virginia 
-The Hessian Flag, captured a t  Trenton--dated 1775, of embroid- 
ered silk-Also the F1 of the seventh Regiment, surrendered at 
York Town-Also the % lag of Washington's Body guard-is of 
silk and has the motto 6a Conquer or die." 

ilfacpherson's Blues."-This corps of infantry originated in 1794, 
nt this time I am furnished with a copy of the Koll of lmlnes, being 
kbur hundred and twenty-nine in all.-I joined the same corps. a 
minor, in 1798-9-and now 1 see that all are gone, to bo no niorc, 
oxr~? t  seventeen persons, now oldest inhabitants." 

H e n y  Cideon, the last qf Washington's LLijk Guard.-He died 
- at  New Pork, on the fifteenth of March, aged one hundred and one 

y e a r e h e  was laid out in state, at the City Hall.-Ha is the same 
person, whom I formerly knew in Arch street. Pl~iladelplua-above 
Gfth street-He mas called, as I remember, Washington's trumpeter 
-He had a fine-looking daughter. 

Scgm.-Men of the present age, seeing the immense use of segaru, 
might think they were always so used; hut not so-They began 
w i h  the fever of 1793-and were first used, along the streets, to keep 
o f  the yellow fever. 

hpruuement of Street Paving.-In ust, 1852-1 mote a 
letter to tho City Commiasionera-offeri the public good, my 
suggestion for an easy means of making pavements, more 
enduring-It was simply to underlay with cheap, rough, flat stone- 
With such underneath, the pebbles could no: sink as now, and for111 
wheel routs,-For a beginnmg trial, let them only underlay the lisual 
wheel routs, and prove them-aiterwards underlay the whole crown 
-leaving the side alone, as least used.- 

G~nera l  ThomasHarrison, We Regicide-Isaw lately his portrait, in 
possession of Doctor Charles Willin of Philadelphia-It is e fine 
cacrdier faco and dress-with point0 f heard and moustache--a fam 
of about forty years-His three sons, Samuel, Benjamin and Joseph, 
came to this country at the earliest settlement-Sumuel settled at 
Gloucester-New Jersey-and has left descendants there, known to 
me J o s e p h w a s  killed by a horse, atcrosswicks, New Jersey.-They 
have also an old Pear tree on the farm-brought out at first coming, 
and still alive and bearin fruit. Benjamin settled in Virginia-and 8 was tho progneitor of eneral Harrison, President of the United 
S&tes.- 

Swede. on the Isle o Kent.-I came to the knowledwe of tho fact f that there wero Swe es settled on this Island as e d y  ns 1053.- 
Among them was Swan Swanson, Andrew Hans011 and Valerious 
Lco, who appear named there in 1655-Swanson had his giant from 
Queen Christina, for Wiccoca at Philadelphia, 1053.- 

The Yew 1854, A Year of Terror."-In this year it has been 
&mated as losses, to wit: Property destroyed hy fires, twenty- 
five ~nil!ions of dollars-with one hnndrrd and seventy-;x lives lost 
thereb;y-one hundred and ninety-eight Rail-road acciden;r, caused 



the death of 186 persons, and wounded five hundred and eightynine, 
forty-eight steam boats sunk or burned, killing five bundred and 
eighty-five and wounding two hundred andtwmty-five. Therc mere 
eightytwo murders and eighty-four executions-Add to all this loss 
of life and property by ship wrecks,-by burning of Ocean steamers, 
estilence in many places, would constitute a vast amount of the 

Ronib~e, for this eventful year. 
Gndertakers for Funerals-This is wholly a modern affair-It 

mas formerly the ease,that long trains of Friends-male and female, 
walked in procession-It sccmed more solemn than now-and when 
the coffin was accompanied by pall and pall-hearers for respectable 
funerals, it was more dignified and imposing-lt was a kind of 
willing homage of friends,-who thereby signified a willing respect 
and regard to the deceased. 

66 God Willing."-This was once of universal declaration, in 
announcing forth-coming sermons to be preached at given places- 
Now it is almost as universally discontinued and ministers comc, 
and go, without any such rest on contingencies-Xo cause has been 
publisl~ed for the chimge, from Nisi Dominus frustra. 

Slrijments of Specie, abroad.-The Jeremiads, so repeatedly given 
in our puhlic j o u r n a l ~ f  the amount of the last shipments of Specle 
abroad, is a very queer aff air.- as being, as alleged, a matter to con- 
cern me and every man-Why sho~~ld 1 or they lament over this, if it 
Tas not our money /-How would we individually suffer by it--Or 
even the nation itself-if it was not our own 1 

Rccent Discoceries.-ln 1607, the first efectice Steam bont wan 
by Fulton-now there are more than four hundred in our rivers m d  
lakes. In 1825 the first rail-road was put in acceptable o eration- \ .  Now there are over twenty thousand miles of them in t e Un~ted 
Statcs, at an outlay for huilding of three hundred millions of dollnra 
h~ 1645, the Electric Telegraph was started successfully. In 1839, 

ince Dagucrre, showed his invention of printil~g from sunbeamti'i '  
then we have Gun cotton and chlorofornl working their wonders. 
Look, too, at lloe's admirable printing press productions, turning off 
twenty thousand copies in an hour.-Gas, which was only made 
known in 1800, is now lighling up our streets and I d s ,  every where 
--How all these things, manifest the operations of our truly fast and 
profircssive age-Who can sutliciently appreciate the coming future 1 

City Police,-What a ehunge is these wrought also, in having 
now eight hundred policemen to hang and loungc about the grect 
Town. to be ready to suppress outbreaks, and to prescrve the pcace 
of the city !-What R change, since a icw constables, could answer 
quzlly well. The fire men too, of the present day, so much more 
nulnerous, and so much given tl~e~~~selves, to outbreaks and violence 
-So diHerent in men and morals, lrom the rave, substantial house 
holders, of the earlicr Fire conqnnieQ6 &hat a idling OR. waa 
there '" 
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~lrt$cial Ice -A machine has becn completed at Cleveland, Ohio, 
capableof producing a tonof solid icc in twenty-four hoursand tosell ice 
at five dollars a ton-It was done in an a artmcnt where the mcrcury 
stood at eighty degrees-We, ourself, I'I ad conccived the idea of 
making Ice in winter, at any given places, by ejecting spray from - 
hvdr.mts and fountains so as to freeze readiiv as it rested in their 
\Getting on a prepared floor. 

. 
Last Loz House.-The last orizinal Lo= House, is out Spruce St. 

South sidc,"near Willow St  and ngar to ~cUhu~lkill ~iver-fi is a two 
rtoried, whitc plastercd house, on its Sprucc street front. Such a 
house was originally built, from usinn the forest trees, once ncar by. 

Social and M e  Hiitoy.'*-8aniel Webster, in one of his - speeches,-said. as if to commend our kind of notices-66 There is still 
wanting a history which sl~all trace the Projyess of social l i f i e  
still need to learn how our Ancestors in their houses, were fed, lodged 
and clothed, and what were their employ ments-We wish to see and 
know more of the changes, which took place from age to age in the 
homes of first scttlen &c.,-We want a History of Firesides!" 

N. W. corner o X n t h  and Green streek-This place where is 
now a Tavern an i Freight Depot of the Railroad Co.-was in former 
time a brickkiln pond-fifteen or sixteen feet lower than the cneral 
surface now. And at the next squareabove-fromTcnth to E f eventh 
Sts. and from Spring-Garden Sts. up to Wallace S t  was a very 
fine apple orchard-as still remembered by the Ancients.- 

Iag Prison and Ancient Ciroup of Houses in Germuntoum. 

The picturc which wc  heregive of the last of the oldest houscs, still 
remaining in Germantown,-now belonging to the family of John 
Green, present a 7ery picturesque groupe,-and stand in interesting 
contrast, with many modern houses, built thcre. They would seem 
to have becn built at sevcral intervening pcriods-The front house 
on tlic right of the picture, now faced with white mortar is the 
original Lo- house-It was brought and placed there, as the dwclling 
house of ~o%n Adams Hogermoed, who had bcfore passed a ni ht In 
it-for some occasion of intemperance, while it occu ied the A 4 arket 
aquare as thc prison.-When it was afterwards sold, i c s a m e  ~ o g e r -  
moed, bccame the owner. Onc of the higher houses in t l~c  rcar, it 
may be seen-is diagonally boarded-The whole groupc secmv to be 
formed of four different constructions-a part is of stone.-All such 
remuins ofthe primitive times, arc fast fading from the things that be! 

The Aged Jlrs. jlladdox. 

Having bcfore noticed sevcral of the remarkably aged of our 
country. we fccl here inclincdtonotice,onc, who besides her advanced 
age, had also, characteristics of mind and perscin, which made her 
a peculiarity in her day-66 the ohscrved of :lI observers."-We 



nllude to Jbs. JIary JIaddos, who dicd at the agc of one hundred 
nd two mars, on the fifih of Auyst ,  1783, at the country seat of 
ohn Wallace Esq.,in Somerxt County, N. J. She was the daughter 

of John Ruddcrom of New Jeney;  nnd had lived in Philadelpl~ia, 
from her carly life, till thc period of the Revolutionary War, whcn 
she moved to the banks of the Raritm. During her long life, sho 
enjoyed uninterrupted good health ; and preserved to the last, a fresh. 
ness and clenrness of complexion, with scarce a wrinkle on her vis- 
age, which maje her the wonder of the sitters at Christ Church, 
where she was a long approved communicant-never missing w attcn- 
dance in thiiy consecutive years. Hcr mind,memory and cnli lltencd 
conversation, were strong and vigorous,even to the verge of 71 erlnst 
illness and dcath. She mas the wife of the Hon. Joshua Maddox 
Esq., one of the Provincial Judges of Pcnnsy1vania.-Both of these 
persons, now lie buricd in Christ Church ground, at the S. E. corner 
of Fi and Arch S t scvery  ncnr to the grave of Franklin 

Anthony's House, 

In the fast changing construction of houses in Phihdelphia, ar 
residences of the respectable inhabitants, it is a satisfaction to give 
the present picture of a house, once respcctablc for its size and 
indwellers therein-It stands at the N. E. comer of Gmy's Alley. 
and Second St.-bclow Chestnut St. It  bore for many years the 
name of '' Stephen Anthony's house,"'-who dicd in 1703. In truth, 
it may have becn originally built b him, for on page 223 of this 
Volume, it may be seen, that it was $ uilt so near the time of Black-' 
beard's career, who was killed in 1717, that when Ste hen Anthony P was having the cellar dug for it, about the year 1729, iis black n ~ a n  
Frida , thcn working therc, came to a pot of money, which might z hnve een hidden there by Pirates. The name of the Alley, was 
perhaps received from Gray, who had a lar e brewery on the North a ride of Chesrnut St. between Third and Ban Alley.-In contemplat- 
in$ the House, we must mark its superiority in its early day, hecause 
it 1s ornamented with drops under its eaves-and its superior form 
of dormer windows--As a dwelling house, it shows the marks of 
where once ranged an entire extension all round it, of pent house 
we must remove present store windows, and set before the house ita 
former street porch-The bricks too, now all painted red, were 
originally regularly intermixed with tho blue glazed bricks,-a 
token, only belonging to the gradcs of best houses. All the three 
first houscs in thc Alley. were also marked with the drops under the 
cves, and were also built with the alternate intermixture o- blue 

lazed bricks-Probably, one of thcm, built for, and dwelt in, by 
Bray the brewer; and so early too, as to have given the name to 
the Alley.-Such Alleys as that, nnd Carter's oppositc, and Norris' 
near there, were at first cl~osen and dwelt In, in prcferencc to vide 
rr~nin sweets ; because free from general tmvel, and therehe  not h b h  







to be cut up, by wheels; and they were easier swept clean, at a 
period, before the existence of paved streets. Norris' Alley, was 
always remarkable, for its very notable cleanlines. Another thing 
to be contemplated in the picture is, that the frame house adjoining 
on the lefi side was once the residence and home of the scbsequently - 
renowned nersonare. Robert Fulton-when an apprentice to Duffel 
a ~ i lve r smih  ~hvere he probably lived as unconskiouq of 66 the divin- 
itv that stirred within him," as it rested before his time in another City 
&tor, who came in time to be equally famed, in Benjamin Fmnli- 
lin. The whole group, and their s ontaneous associations, hrnish 
much of ready consideration to t g e thinking and excursive mind. 
Such a house as Anthony's, and the Letitia house of William Penn, 
in h t i t i a  Court, present the best, last remains, of what was the 
original feature of Philadelphis-Kow, successful traders, far sur- 
pass them all. and live in costly luxury. Tempora rnutuntw I 

The WJIing House. 

We ive a picture of ?his once respectnble family residence of 
the Wiing family, at the S. W. comer of Third street and Willing% 
Alley. takeu down to build greater," for the 1;endig RailroadCo. 
in 1856. It was originally built in 1745 for Cnarles W i l h  &er 
the pattern of the former homestead in Bristol, England. % m s  
afterwards ocospied us the family residence of hi son, Thomrur 
Willing, a member of the Congress of 1776-d afterwards the 
President of the first Bank of the United States. When first erected 
it was on #' the hill," so called, beyond Dock Creek:" and wau 
then deemed a Rural home outside of the Town,"-having con- 
nected with it, on its southern aspect. a large enclosure of Oak trees, 
of forest remains, with am le space of grass ground, extendmg from 
Third to Fourth streets. d h i l e  in its prime, it was a fine specimen of 
rural elegance and family affluence ;-A pleasant retreat from the 
throng and bustle of the early Cit avocations. Now, its location. 
has come to be a thronged place, o fJ' many genteel residences.-Near 
by it,sonthward. was the largeenclosed grounds, and elc ant mansion 
of William Bingham, Esq., who mas a senator of the 9 nited States, 
anile it held its session in Philadelphia, in 1800. That house, of 
two elevated storiesof brick,of double front-most elegantly adorned, 
w~th  door and window embellishments, was in its day, the wouder 
of the mass of passing travellers ;-and Mr. Bin ham, having married a the elegant daughter of Mr. Willing, made t e whole area dong 
Tlrird St.-to Spruce St, a kind of family distinction of both families 
for many years-Now all the same grounds,.are fully filled with 
bloclrs of many dwelling houses. 

The Early Emigrants to Pennsylvnnia. 

These have heeu recently noticed, and clrc n d  in a hook pub 
listled by J. D. Rupp, at Harrisburg-Such a book, should be pecu 



liariy interesting to those whose forefathers are therein shown, wher 
they arrived ana where they settled &c,-Giving therein as many 
as thirtv thousand named persons-From that book, I select tho 
followir;g facts, viz : 

From 1082 to 1770, Pennsylvania was the centrnlpoint of emigra- 
tion from Germany, France and Switzerland.-From 1682 to 170.2. 
comparatively few Germansamverl-not above two hundrcdfrtmilies. 
and they mostly located at Gcrmantown-But the period from 1702 
to 1727 marks an era in the early German emigration.-Betwcen 
forty and fifty thousand left :heir native homes in exchange for homes 
here. Because of the relentless pcrsecution and oppression in Switz- 
erland, a large body of defenceless Mennonites fled fro111 the Cantons 
of Zurick of Bern, and Schaffhauxn in 1072,-and took 11p their. 
aboae in Alsace on the Rhine, where they remained till they emi 
grated to London and thence to Pennsylvania-ahout the year 1709. 
-Thev lived sometime at Germantown.-In 1712, they purchased 
of Perks agents in Pe m-Lancaster Co.,-There this swiss set- 
tlcinent formed the nuc ! eus and centre of a growing population of 
Swiss, French and Germans.-A11 there, contributed to make it the 
Eden spot of Pennsylvania-From such n head-land, the sent out 
h1. Kendig as their Agent to Germany and ~witzer lani  to invite 
odms to follow them:-Wherefore in 1711 and 1717, and a few 
rears later, so manv more came over, ns even to alarm the oEcials 
here. lest the ~ o u n i r ~  might become a German population, mther 
than an English one. From such a course of action, it was made 
the law of Pennsylvania, that no emigrants should be allowed to 
settie, unless they previously took, severally, an Oath of Allegiance 
-Their compliance, became therefore a matter of record, and from 
this fund of names nnd arrivals, the compiler, Mr. Rupp, has formed 
his book of Emigrants. 

From and after the year 1716, the Germans, some French, and 
n few Dutch, began to penetrate the forests more inland,-Lor e 
German settlen~ents were commenced at different points within t % e 
resent limits of Montgomer and Berks Connties. At Goshen- 

Koypn, there wm a German geformed Church organized in 1717. 
Some Low-Dutch Mennonites settled along the Skippack some few 
years later.-Some German and French, located themselves on the 
fcrtile lands of Wahlink,-where an opening was made for othcrs 
of the persecuted Huguenots.--Of these, the most prominent families 
in order, were the L)e Turcs, Bartolets, Delaplaines, Levans &c., 
Some of these became Pietists.-Among the early settlers of Alsace, 
now Elsace township in Berks County were many French reformed 
or Huguenots; also Swcdes, who werC Lutherans-About the year 
1728-9, the Germans crossed the Susquehanna, and located wltl~in 
the present limits of York and Adams Counties.-Besides these,- 
tiley passed into Maryland, and settled in Washington aud Frederick 
and at Hagerstown kc.,-In 1738, some Moravian Germans nrrived 
nnd settled at Bethlehem Pennsylvaliia.-Before them. t h e ~ e  hnd 



arrived a number of Schwenekfelders, who settled in Bucks and 
Montgomery Counties, and in Berks and Lehish.- 

Thus from the year 1733, the settlements in Pennsylvania 
ixreased rapidly-extending over much Country West of the great 
Snsquehanna,-whither the Scotch Irish had before led the way.- 
Many had gone into Cumberland Valley. Prior to 1770, German 
settlers had gone out beyond the Alleghany Mountains--some in 
present Westmoreland, and some on the Monongahela in Fayette 
Ceunty. 

It is impossible to contemplate these primitive explorers and pio- 
neers seeking a resting place from the sufferings and perplexities of 
' woefil Europe," without a sense of thankfulness, that such men, 

I' of like passions with ourselves," should have eventually established 
such comfortable, even affluent homes, for their posterity. Let m y  
one now visit their land, and see how prosperity and happiness 
abounds-We see indeed. the Wilderness to bllissom rts the Rose!' 
Laus Deus! 

The frequency of these deathly assaults on fellow citizens, without 
compunction, by those who hnve gone into the use of Colt's pistols, 
and the Bowey knife,-arewholly affairs of modem times-The fatal 
instruments, and their terrihle effects, are of latter da origin. We K once used to contemplate assassinations as almost w olly confined 
to Spaniards :-And we had undefined dreads of Spanish rfls " Cuba and South America. Every American visitlng suc Ports, 
held himself, very cautious in his walks about their towns and s u b  
urhs-Now they have become familiar, to our ears, as of frequent 
occurrence among ourselves, in almost all arts of our extended 
Country. Wnile so many are essaying to public executions 
for deadly crimes, few or none came fort to abate the 

P number of im ulsive assassinations. The oldcst inhabitants, still 
alive, may we I rcmember the execution at Philadelphia of " young 
Reed," about the year 1791-2 for the murder of n man on High St. 
wharf, b stabbing him fatally, in his passion, with his pocket knife 
-Thew g ole city was moved thereat. Ever body thought it terrible 9 -All thought that passion could not just' y the fatal result; and 
although he had stron and respectable family friends, no possihle . 
move of the public, o 8 cred an hope that he could be rescued from 
the ignominious Gallows I 'a l i fe  for life:' was the rule &en. 

The Environs of fliladelplria. 

It having been lately my fancy, to travel about the surroundings 
of the City, it may be curious, to others, of Younger years, to have 
the knowledme of some of the changes wrought out in the life of an 

oldest inhagitant," like myself. All the Streets and houses. ovel 
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in I<cnslngton, from the Stone bridge over the Cohocsink, out to the 
New York Rail-road Depot,-now all covered with compact houses. 
was in my early days, all fields, open grass lots, and rural vegetable 

rden enclosures--At the same time. all the area, from Franklin 
$ u a r t ~ o r t h r r a r d  and Westward, was in like mannertopen p u s  
grounds-called Commons-All out from the head of Fourth St.- 
at Crai 's Mill, Northward and Westward, were in Commons and 
in Sun f ry Rope walks-with here and there, a small cottage, wid, 
kitchen g a r d e n d h e  West side of Philadelphia from Ninth and 
Tenth Sts. to Schuylkill were in commons and hrick kilns.-On the 
South, beginning at South St. from Fourth St. Southwestward yon 
entered into the proper Countrj- dotred with a few Rope walks, and 
having many little places-here and there. engaged in Cultivating 
Vegetables for the City market. At that time, it was deemed to be 
a great wa , to go as far out as the Schuylkill River,--or as far 
ns Bush hi1 I' , No&-westward :--or ns far out South-westward, as 
the present Naval Asylum,-In all the pmceding routs, every body 
went by cross-cuts to nearest points-seeing few or none of present 
streets as their landmarks.-It wits d l  a direrent world, from nny 
thing and every thing, of present observation,-The brick ponds, 
everywhere scattered abuut, were the skating places of all the bo e 
-Now the former boys are nor est ; and the present boys and gir s, 
can see almost mthing of what we once saw. 

7 
Then think, of the abounding flocks of Sheep--the wandering, 

grazing Milch kine,-the straggling worn out horses, the many 
flocks of killdeers and plovers, seen on the wing or on the grass, 
and the sharp shooters sometimes in their pursuit.-The many boys 
anc! girls. seen gathering unlimited quantities of mushrooms ;- 
Partics of men and boys at their pastime s arts,-such as shinny 
Bat-ball, Prison-baist, foot racing kc., Oh r it was n joy to see 
their excited fun and glee. The whole area was thentheir Gymnu- 
sium, without expense and withont paid " Instructors." 

Waste lands-laying in Commons, werc not then subjects of 
ulation, and Sale, at exalted prices-as now, by the foot. '%% 
owners then, were unknown to the mass,-The same areas are now 
all supplanted by piles of profitable brick and mortar. 

In those days too, an out town drive, was of ready attainmcnt- 
no g 0 i n ~  over the long strcets of cobble stones-always unensy and 
noisy-rhcn the Country oir was easily and quick!y found. On such 
h n g e s ,  the pen of ((Sam Slick," could find therncs to fill a book. 
Do nonc remember l 

Marriage Obstructed. 

The increase of luxurious living, is operating powerfully agninat 
early marria-es, as mothers and daughters may readily notice- 
The Home ?ou,.nd, spcaking of this subject, instances, the ascer- 
tnined fact, that although the year 1856 has been a privileged Leop 



war, there was, at Boston 20 per cent less of mariiages there, than 
h e  year r e e d i n g .  The cause is indeed to be found in the fact, 
that the s rine to lore and marriage is crushingly draped with s i b  
at from 3,00 to 15.00 dollars a yard-It is festooned with laces at 
prices to cause terror to hear it-expensive jewelry flashes through 
the meshes, everywhere.-Silver ~lnte ,  paved thick upon leases of 

genteel residences," support the altar ;-and Milliners' and other 
bills, litter the base of it--Great sighs heaved from the bottom of 
prudent but hopeless hearts, are d l  that is given to Hymen. Mar- 
ria3e is becoming a luxury to men-And those, whose means ore 
lirn~ted, are as much prohibited from its adoption as by a police 
regulation :-Do we not really need, a Retrenchment Society," 
whlch shall make economy fashionable?-0, for a restoration of 
ginghams and rints I Is there no deliverance from the silken web 
of evil, which krench looms are weaving for us l 

In addition to the above, We here add, from the North American 
of third of January 1857,-to wit: Sundry Religious and Secu- 
lar papers have begun a regular foray upon the extravagances of 
female dress. They say justly, it interposes a powerful obstacle 
w ~ t h  young men to marriage and tends to increase vice. Tho 
fault lies in Parental indulgence-and the remedy must be adminis 
tered from the same quarter."It might have added that the evil b 
effected by a class who never cam any part of such expenses I See 
also, Harper's Weekly of the same d a t e w e  are glad thus to see 
our former suggestions: so likely to be sustained-The Ladies 
6d Dear Women," must look to these things, even f o ~  their own, 
eventud interests I 

The frmt Effective Locomotive. 

The first in our count ?-(like the first Steamboat) was that 
called d r  Old Ironsides," bui "I t in 1832-3, the first artistic construction 
of M. W. Baldwin-When she began her first operations along North 
Ninth St.-for the Philadelphia Germantown and Norristown Rail- 
road Co.,-she ran a mile in a minute, and was the wonder of 
assembled hundreds of people, gathered at and near the Depot. 
That same Engine is still in operatio11 in Vermont. She ought to 
be preserved as n relic. 

hulk and their uffairs in Olden time. 

The memoirs of Mrs. Joseph Reed (the wife of the Governor ma 
General) tells us of sundrj th~nws as she found them in Philadelphia in 
in and about the year 1770.-~%c hnd been Miss De Bert of London 
-and found things diflerent then from her former home-said the 
houses werelow-nodfound but one street of buainess like home 
where slic liked then to go, for the sake of her recollections of Thamw 
Strcct,London--She visits Boston,and goes all the way on horse bock. 
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think of that, ye moderns1 She liked Old England least, for iu  
luxuries and conveniences;-but resolves to keep, her preferences 
to herself. In time her feelings came over to the American an6 
whiz cause. She then expects nenerally, to, order her fineries from 
London,-and orders from her &nily there,-to have a fine damask 
Cloth for 21 shillings-a neat fan of leather mount for 25 shillings 
-Also, needles No. 5 to 10.--She sends for four pair of black Calms 
shoes-ei ht dozen of eight boned Cap wires-asks for a handsome 
Spring siB; and proposes to send a gown to be dyed over, of any 
colour which it will best take. Says RIiss Pearson makes money 
by visiting London once a year, for its fashions. She praises our 
climate, and finds the pcople very Civil-and much accustomed like 
country people, to acquaint themselves with the affairs of their 
neighbours. Says Burlington, has the reputation of a very sleepy 
place-dull and quiet. She says, Men in trade, are in their h JIIS, 
cheerful and gay,--especially at their tables,-being also acute men 
of business, in their Counting houses and stores. In her letters 
homc, she shows much of such feelings of sacrifice, for a time. as 
we may now witness, from our own ladies, who leave gay homes, 
to become wires in California, or in the far West. 

l7uough in Nneteen hours. 

This is the promise of the advertisement of the new route from 
Philadelphia to Pittsburg, and I believe it is fulfilled every day. 
What that joumey lcns been, I have some opportunity of knowing 
from a manuscript journal kept by AIstthew Clarkson, Esq.. in the 
year 17Gfi. Mr. Clarkson was a merchant of I'hiladelphin-for 
several years Mayor of the city-and appears to have gone west. 
ward on behalf of some company with which he was connected. 
whose object was to carry on trade between Philadelphia and the 
Rlississippi. He set out on horsehack, with a servant, August 6, 
1766. On the first day he met wagons loaded with skins coming 
from the west and overtook others loaded with pork going for the 
king's use to Fort Pitt9'-the name of the settlement which ihe En - 
lish gave it in tho place Du Quesne, and which was nfterwar 9 s 
changed to Pittsburg. He lodged at The Ship." 35 miles from 
Philadelphia. 

The next day (Aug. 7,) he dined at The Duke of Cumberland," 
and reached Lancaster in the evening. On the 8th crossed the 
Susquehanna at Wright's ferry, and reached York. On the gth 
crossed Conewaga creek, and arrived at Cnrlisle, where he rested 
till the 12th, when he reswned his jotirney with a stronger horse, 
dined at Ship ensborg, and lodged seven miles further on. On the 
13th at the u i u m t  Cabins,'* he overtook thirty-two horse loads of 
flour on the way to Fort Pitt, and mentions cattle @ng in the same 
direction, and '' skins," coming eastward. u Thls day's journey 
[thirtyfour miles] has been extremely tedious and fntiguing; thes 



road, except the first ten mr,es, was nothing but hills, mountains, 
and stones, until you parr the Burnt Cabii ,  when it is tolerable, 
but hilly." 

Auw. 14th.-From Littleton to breakfast at tho foot of Sideli  
hill; &d .t the crossings of the Juniata; lodged at B & O ~  
Here he stop ed for a day, and urchased an interest in five tracts 
of I d  in 8 umberland vdlcy, Smning*s creek, and Woodcock 
d l e y ,  mostly in the vicinity of Bedford, containing in all eighteen 
hundred acres, for one-half of which he paid 890, ($240.) 

Aug. 16th.-At the foot of the AUe ies he found an encamp- LF ment of Indians, under the comman of Capt Green, who were 
engaged in gatherin and drying whortlebemes. L o b d  at Stony 
creek. Next day, 2 n d  at Ligonier, and lodaed at  the Twelve 
mile run. 18th.-To Brushy run, Turtle creek, and reached Fort 
Pitt just aftcr dark. 

Thus he ot " through in ten daya," without counting stoppages, 
happily wi % out being tantalized, as  he jogged along under the hot 
sun, with the foreknowledge that his grand-children would make 
the same journe through innineteen hours." His journal mentions . indeed a con dY uctor of the trail," but it was of Conestoga wagons, 
not of cars and crates. 

When he reached the embryo city of smoke, he found no sump 
tuous hotels inviting him to repose. Upon his omval, he says : " I 
W,IS stored away in a small crib, on blankets, in company w ~ t h  fleas 
and bugs." He took a walk to the ship-yard ; found four boats 
finished and in the water, and three more on the stocks ; busincss 
gojng on brisk1 ." Palmy days, those, in Pittsburg; said boats 
bemg probably il ntteaux, not much greater than such as are now 
slung at the stern of the steam-monsters that lie or ply by hundreds 
on her waters. 

The fort was under the command of Major Murray, who ave f Mr. Clarkson his lodging in the barracks ; but, on account o tho 
miserable accommodations for boarding, he usually made his meals 
on bread and milk at the store." The other officers of the arri- 
son w e n  Captain Belneavis, Lieutenants McCoy, Mclntosh, d and 
G. Grant, and Hall. Doctor Murdock and Reverend Mr. McCleg- 

who preached alternately in Erse [Scotch] and 

n an afternoon's ride from Fort Pitt he found an Indian settle- * 

ment of the Migoes. He mentions the arrival of a Seneca chief, 
who had been to the Illinois, and brouaht from that barbarous region, 
over hi own post track, n packet ofletters to the civilized east, 
from the commander at Fort Chartres, near the present St. Louis. 
The latest dote was June 21st. The news of tlre da was that pro- B vision was scarce and dear : Indian flour being at 5 s illinms pcr hun- 
dred; ordinary buffalo meat at 3 shillings per ound. ?he French 4 on tho opposite side of the river in plenty." he mail from Fort Pit1 
was sent monthly by soldiers, to Shippensburg which was the nearest 



post office. Mr. Clarlison mentions the breaking of his thermonie~ 
an an irreparable loss. In these days it would probably be accountd 
too small an article for the great blasts ofthe glass furnaces to con- 
descend to make. No ropes for painters here, and no prospect of 
bein ablc to supply this defect." &. Clarkm was engaged in loading boats at  Fort Pitt to u n n c  
ort merchandise down the Ohio to Fort Chartres, on the Mississippi. 

Re  engaged a Seneca chief to accompany him; pmbat~y. as a 
guide, interpreter and protector through the tribes along the river, 
some of whom were not in a friendly state. Before consenting to 
go, Kayashuta " said he must first see his family at the White Mingo 
town, and warn: the hearts of his nation, and know how things stood 
with them. For thii purpose he wanted a couple of bottles of rum." 
This article was not so easily obtained in Pittsburg as it is now. 
u Sixteen kegs of spirits arrived on pack-horses." On the 3d of 
September the wagons arrived from the east with the merchandise 
for the loading of the boats. The Indian and rr companion were to 
have forty bucks," for their services, besides an interpreter at 
12 dollars a month. At this point the cooper's shop was burnt, and 
the traders had 66  no other way of procuring casks to pack the flour 
in." About this time the Reverend Messrs. Duffield and Beatty 
amved '6 on a message among the Indians to prcach the gospel" 
On the 16th Se~tember the boat left Fort Pitt, and on the 11th of 
Dccember mived at  Fort Chartres. The trade of the boats seems 
to have been chiefly with the Indians for peltry. They bought . 
beaver, minx, otter, bear, deer, muskrat, wolf, panther, martin, rac- 
coon, fox, wild cat. 

A memoranda made at Fort Chnrtres says. the boats from New 
Orleans of the largest size carry about eighty hogsheads of claret; 
twenty-two to twentyfour men, who have about 400 livres each. 
Three months are nccounted a ood passage. A hogshead of claret 4 on freight pays 300 livers." his mention of claret is ex lained 

as to its settlement. 
1 by remembering that the Mississippi was at that date a Frena river, 

The Pioneers of Seventy Yews ago. 

Monumcnt to a Ptoneer.-The citizens of Harrisburg, Yenneyl- 
vania, are taking measures for erecting a monument over the grave 
of John Harris, the first settler on the banks of the Susquehanna 
river, and after whom has been christened that town." This causes 
tliis letter from William Darby Esq., 

Sir :-The preceding epi raph I cut from your paper of the OU 
instnnt. I hope you will f o me the favor to reinsert it in thc 
Republic, with some remarks, which will explain why I give  yo^ 
the trouble. One is personal to myself. I was born in that partof 
old Lancastcr county, Pennsylvania, now Dauphin; and m Ihc 
autumn of 1781, with my parents, crossed the Susquehanna o 



liarris' Ferry. Though only between thc ages of as and ser=u, 1 
rernnmber distinctly coming to and crossing the river. There wa3 
then Harris' Ferry-house on the east bank, and Kelso's Feny-nqusa 
on the west. When either Dauphin or Lebanon counties, then in- 
cluded in Lancaster, were made separate counties, I havc no date. 
The village of Lebanon, then of some extent, preceded Harrisburg. 
The notice of an intentioil to erect a monument to the fomdcr of 
Hamsburg excited in my mind many recollections which I cannot 
embody in words. One was that Mr. Harris very narrowly escaped 
bein murdered by savages on the very spot where Harrisburg 
s t a n t  No one having a heart will ascribe it to vanity when I state 
that I mas born, 1775, twelve miles from Harrisbnrg, then redly 
frontier. Thenotice enclosed is, however, in one part an error. 
There were white settlersno doubt at both Sunbury and Wilkesbarre, 
and also other places on east Susquehanna, many years bcforc at 
Harrisburg. My own personal knowledge of the place and its 
leading names go back beyond the foundation of Harrisburg as a 
town. There are some descendants of that Lmily on the Susque- 
hanna. I am inclined to think. 

There was, during more than a century previous to the treaty of 
Grenville, on the frontier settlemeuts of that part of thc United States, 
a most admirable body of men, whose names have already in great 
art been sunk to oblivion. These men, under the title of Spies or 

gangers, were the terror of the s m  es. With d the wily watch 
fulness of the Indian, the spy had % e resources of civi1zntion.- 
Such men were John Harris, and, within my own remembrance 
and personal acquaintance, Lewis Wetzel. Martin Wetzel, Henry 
Jolly, and I might name more, who were the true and brave cham 
pions of the eariy progress of an immense re on on which I have I? trod when in great part a wilderness ; and w at is its aspect now ? 
A region of imperial extent? glowing with life. Could any or nll 
of the men I have named, m e  from the grave and hover over the 
scenes of their invaluable services,how ecstatic would be their feelings 

Henry Joliy was a man of education and extensive reading; in 
manners dignified, and in the discharge of his duty as a " Spy," a 
true model of cool and collected self-command. 

He was one, and a most efficient one, of a body of men whose 
names and even existence as a cor s, are now lost in great part, to 
human memory, and the cxtent an ~i' value of whose services could 
not, were they even known, be estimated. I cannot, ought not, to 
omit one curious trait observed in the manners of the frontier spy- 
tnciturnity. Thii fact wns in my hearing noticed and accounted 
for by Henry Jolly in words to the following import :-a' Habitual 
watchficlnes, lollen on heir duly, in the then interminable fdan 
Peace and honor to their manes I 

Wm. Darby 



Camden Nem Jersey. 

Tllis place now a city, and covering so much of ground in ~ t s  
Squares, was, in my boyhood, a Country place of open Commons, 
and fenced fields, and was only known as a place of tlvec -finies-- 
of upper. middle, and lower--having in connection with nem, 
sevemlly, Taverns, and Stores, for tne use of the market lpople 
resorting there-And dl,  long held by the three Cooprs-- oseph. 
Dmiel, and Joshua The open grclss commons, back From the River 
side, were general1 in the state of their former Corn hillocks- i' left so, uncultivste for years, aRer their being so made fenceless. 
by the British in the War. Back, from the up er ferry about half g a mile, was a raised Redoubt, made there by t e same Military.- 
The common woods--began at  about 3 of n mile from the River, 
and extended without houses, far back into the Country.-Back 
fiom the femes were Ion rows of large trees of black cherries, 5 and here and there, were ersimmon trees:-all for the use of the 
Philadelphia boys-From the lower ferry (Joshua's) down to Glou- 
cester point lay impassable, swampy meadows-with here and there, 
invasions of River water.-lie wet grounds, lay between the middle 
and upper ferries-A11 much decked with gay and towefing wild- 
rose bushes, and Alden,-Now the wliole of the former aspects 
are changed-The lands are made dry, and many buildings occupy- 
ing the same- 

The passa es from Philadelphia to Camden, at that period, were 
wholly by Mkerries and horse-boat+using Oars and sails. And, 
in the winter, when the ice mas fixed or driving, the wherries were 
often seen oi the ice, drawn along hy the oarsGen and passengers. 
With their harp bows, they often broke the ice through the floating 
cakes by lifting and sinking them, for that purposoor if strong 
enough, nising them on to the floats, and sledding over them, into 
the next water. 

This mention of ferries, reminds one of the equally unimproved 
osition of Brooklyn, New York, which at the time referred to above, 

End but one Ferry house. and no a peamoe of n Town there;- 
and having an abrupt bluff covereg with original forest trees, and 
Shrubs,-the whole-wholly rural. Jersey City, was a Ferry house, 
surrounded with wet marsh. 

Our Boys are habitual Dactructionisk 

The roof of this, is every where manifest, in their habit of effacing 
every ging ornamental and beautiful, which they can reach, to mar 
ond destroy. They show it even in their primary schools, in chip  
pin and destroying desks, benches, balustrades &c.,-They love 
to 3 lsfiyre ncwly painted Walls,-and fences along the streets, and 
in publ~c walks. We are sorry to say, that such boys are peculiarly 



belon,Ring to the Saxon race; for it is to be observed, that French, 
Spanish, and Italian boys, have no such propensities: on the contrary, 
h e y  very early manifest an ambition to appcar eveqmhere as little 
men. ("petit maitres.") They affect to dress and act as men- 
They are therefore to be seen very early at Balls, &&,-among 
grown up persons ; and always to avoid street gatherings and rough 
outdwr plays dc., While, we talk of learning them mnastics P kc.,-should not Parents and Teachers, rather aim to earn them 
Consmative affections! Let them know themselves better, and 
learn to forebear. Will parents consider? 

The Stdc of our maiden ladies. 

The Newburyport Herald, in moralizing upon their state and 
prospects thus states their position in 6r  the Imd of steady habits :", 
And we may add, such are the strictures of many Editors, in mnny 
other Cities. Mav not wan. Citizens. ~roceed to organise associa- 
tions, which mayOassume thi responsib3ity of formiG Sumptuary 
laws, which minht embrace themselves and families as persona 
boldly renounc&g))) the extremes of the day ; and cordially ;ef..ing 
to be ruled I' or led thereby ?" If men, were to go into the same 
scale of expenditure for personal display, should we not soon find 
ourselves undone I Will not Parents and others consider 1 

The Herald, thus deplores our position, to wit: 
Our fathers used to tell of the profligacy of Paris ; their children 

tell of the mysteries of New York, a city not far behind any in 
Europ@, And rnnkin proper allowance for size, how far is New 
York ahead of our ot f~ er c~ties and towns 1 Once was a time when 
a wife was help meet" W e  boast of our system of education; 
we have female high schools, female colleges, female medical 
schools. Our girls are refined, learned, wise; they can sing, dance, 
play pianos, paint, talk French and Italian, and d l  the soft languages, 
write poclry, and love like Venuses. They are ready to bc courted 
at ten years, and can be taken from school and married at fifteen, 
and divorced at twenty. They make splendid shows on bridal tours, 
can coquette and flirt at  the watering places, and shine like angels, 
at winter parties. But heaven be kmd to the good man who mar- 
ries in the fashionable circles. What are they d making bread and , 
boiling beef1 Why, how thoughtless we are--to be sure they will 
board, or have servants. What are they at  mending old clothes? . 
But there we are a ain; the fashions change so often, that no body il hm old clothes but e rag men and the paper makers now I What 
are they at washing babies faces, and pinning u their trowsers 1 
And here is our intolerable stu di ty once more ; Raving children is 
left to the Irish 1 What lady t g inks of having nasty ch~ldren about 
her now ? - o r  if she is unfortunate, don't she ut them to wet nurses 
to begin with, and boarding schools afterwar d' s 1 

W e  repea!-we have come to a oint, where young men hesitate 
and grow old before they can deci a e whether they can marry, and 



allerwalds keep clear of bankruptcy and cnme. What is the con- 
sequence? There are more persons living a single l i i i n r e  there 
more leading a virtuous life? It is time for mothers to ~ u o w  thnt 
the extmragance they encourage is destructive of the virtue of their 
children; that d l  the foolish expenditures making. to rush their 
daughters to matrimony, are, instead of anmenng that end 
tendin to destroy the institution of marriage altogether. We find 
now. gat in the t o r n  of Bmcock, with more than eight hundrec 
inhabitants, no marriaqe is recorded for the year 1855; and in 
Cheshire, Middleton, Munroe, Montgomery, Roxborough, Halifm 
and Rutland, with populations varying from two hundred and seven- 
teen to fifteen hundred, but one marriage is reported in each. But 
moralizing apart 

During the year the youngest male who was married wasa youth 
of sixteen to a bride of seventeen. Seven grooms of the age of 
seventeen years were united to brides severally, one of fourteen, 
sixteen, seventeen, and nineteen each, and three of twenty-one. The 
youngest female was a girl, of thirteen years to a man of twenty- 
one. One male of sixteen years of age, seven of seventeen, fiity- 
three of eighteen, one hundred and forty-seven of nineteen, and 
ninety of twenty, were married fol the first time; and ten females, 
of fourteen, forty-three of fifteen, and seventy-three of sixteen 
were married also for the first time. 

More than four sevenths of the marriages are among the foreign 
born ; and this, because, it is argued, the foreign born can affid to ' 

get married, and the native born can not: and this must be so long 
ns our extravagant modes of life continue. 

It  is quite a modern affair to advertis-as now Sometimes occurs, 
for Wives and husbands--A queer affair in itself, and a hopeless 
rehge too. 

fl Lady's Traveling Wardrobe.-A few months since a lady from 
a neighboring city passed through Baltimore en route to Wnshington, 

exPectinf to be absent from her home for two days. In the rush 
of trnve about that time, two trunks, containing her wardrobe, 
were missed; and as she held the checks of one of our railroads for 
them, the company of course were liable for the contents. She wna 
requested to give, as far as she could remember, a list of the articles 
and their value ; when the following list was forwarded, nnd is now 
among the archives of the office: 

One diamond bracelet and pin, 459 dollars, one hair bracelet, 60 
dollars, one ditto, 20 dollars, one heavy gold bracelet, 110 dollars, 
two heavy gold rings, 20 dollars, one coral bracelet and pin, 35 
dollars, one pearl fan. 15 dollars, one gold chain, 20 dollars, one 
brilliant pin, 10 dollars, two small coral bracelets, 7 dollars, two pearl 
card cases 15 dollars. Artificial flowers, 30 dollars. One set honiton 
laces, 20 dollars, one set valenciennes laces, 20 dollars, one set 
applique laces, 20 dollars ; other collars and sleeves, 40 dollars ; one 
handkerchief, 12 dollars, one ditto, 5 dollars, one ditto, 8 dollars 



one ditto, 7 dollars, one ditto, 5 dollars, one ditto, 3 dollars; others 
amount to 30 dollars. Bouquet holder, 10 dollars; Opera cloak,30 
dollars ; Ermine furs, 30 dollars. One velvet mantilla, 30 dollus. 
one p m o l ,  5 dollars; two embroidered skirts, 40 dollars ; one black 
flounced dress, 45 dollars, one pink flounced dress, 55 dollars, one 
buff flounced dress, 45 dollars, one buff plain silk, 10 dollars, one 
blue brocade, 25 dollars, cne ditto, 20 dollars, one white muslin 
flounced, 35 dollars, one ditto 30 dollars, one brown merino,30 dol- 
lars. One black silk basque, 18 dollars, one black satin basque, 12 
dollars, one plain ashes of rose basque, 12 dollars. Two lace skirts, 
25 dollars. One morning dress, raw silk, 25 dollars. One drab 
woolen skirt, 8 dollars, one white embroidered skirt, 10 dollars. 
Two long night-dresses, 10 dollars; one pair drawers, 2 dollars 
two chem~ses, 5 dollars ; one pair corsets, 3 dollars ; two pair white 
silk hose, 6 dollars, one pair black silk hose, 3 dollars, three pair 
lisle thread hose, 3 dollan, five pair cotton hose, 6 dollars. One 
pair white kid gaiters, 4 dollars, one pair brown and bronze aiters, f G dollars, one pnir walking boots, 7 dollars, one pair red kids ippen, 
2 dollars, one pair bronze kid slippers 2 dollars, one pair black pm- 
nell slippers, 2 dollars. TWO ivory stick fms, 7 dollars, one white 
paper fan, 1 dollar ; one shell comb, 4 dollars, one dressing comb, 
4 dollars ; one brush, 3 dollars ; one braid hair, 4 dollars ; one set 
curls, 7 dollars; one head dress, 10 dollars, two ditto, 10 dollars ; 
three night ca s, 2 dollars; one book, 1 dollar; one opera-glass, 18 g dollars ; two and mirrors, 2 dollars; one glove box, 3 dollars; 
seven pair of gloves, 7 dollars ; two pair mitts, 6 dollars, one diuo, 
5 dollars ; five plain skirts, 10 dollars, two flannel skirts, 4 dollars ; 
one black silk basque. 12 dounrs ; one all wool delaine dress, 7 dol- 
lars, one brown pplein dress, 7 dollars, one night dress, 2 dollars. 
Plain skits, 1 dollar. Trunk, 30 dollars, ditto, 15 dollars. Port- 
folio, 4 dollars. Flounced skirts, 5 dollars. Letter paper, pens 
water-colors, drawings, letters, bills, &c., Total, 1,765 dollars. 

The forgoing catalogue was given as 911 that could be remembered 
at the time, but the next day another list was received, enumerating 
articles to the value of 300 dollars, making the grand total of the 
value of a young lady's wardrobe over 2000 dollars independent of 
the dresses, jewelry, &c.! which she was wearing at the time the 
truliks were lost Fortunntely, however, for the company, the miss-. 
ing trunks were found, having been miscarried, and their contents 
all safe.-Baltimore American-Hay 1857. 

The reader should observe, how little there is, of real necessary 
clothing-Say, only one pair drawers, and two Chemisettes. 

Our Shad Fisheries. 

It is interesting to consider the present exclwive prices of Shad 
in our markets, and their common former (prices. About the period 
of the Revolutionary War, they could be commonly bought at the 



wharves, in Shad time, at 3 to 4 pence a piece ; and 12 shillings and 6 p per hundred. Colonel Anthony I. Morris, told me. h a t  he 
ad seen shad sell, in several successive yeam-Say about nine9 
ears ago, at ten shilling the hundred. At the beginning, when 

killiam Penn was present, he wrote of the5 great abundance; nnd 
said that six Allow or Rock, could be bought for one shilling." 
With their small Seines then, it was common to take five hundred, 
at a haul. 

Contemplating such former facls, it may be interesting to a present 
reader, to learn our present position, from facts now published in 
our Public Ledger, to wit : 

At each of all the large fisheries on the Delaware, thereare employ- 
ed from fifty to sixty men. The Season of fishing is from the first of 
April to tenth of June. They make five hauls in twenty-four holm; 
and the hauls, occupy from two and a half to three hours. The 
large size Seines are five hundred fathoms long ,-admitting a Sweep 
of nearly half a mile.-It is drawn to the shore b a wrndlass on 
the shore, in an operation of an hour and a half! Their largest 
hnuls number from eight hundred to nine hundred shad. Rock, 

~ c h  and caffish, am often found in the hauls, in large numbers. 
h e r e  are about two dozen of such Fisheri-ne of the best of 
them at Fancy Hill brings a rental of 1200 dolla-The whole 
of the Fisheries, employ about one thousand men ; and they obtnin 
about twenty thousand of h h ,  in each twenty-four hours. 

Tllc Herrings are taken in the low-water hauls-and produce 
&on? two thousand tu four thousand severally. 

In the present Progressive times.). me have to rive for two to 
three shad, one d o 3 u l - a  price which tends to exclude them from 
the tables of Common life. We feel sorry for any exclusion, from 
so great a good ! 

We overtax our energies. 

To buttress this opinion, we here give-the words of thc Phila- 
delphia Ledger to wit: 

If we o on with the life we have lived for the last generation, A we shall e aust ourselves, prematurely.-Why are we, as a race, so 
nervous? Is it not because nur mode of life exhausts our vitalenergies 

remature1y.-We work too hard, we think too hard,seek pleasure too 
Rard - w e  are moderate, in short, in nothiog, [our very overgrowth 
of spirit and energy, makes us so readily take to fillibustering and its 
perils.] Now, though this superabundant energy enables us to excel 
other nations, in whatever weundertake,it also wears us out more rap- 
idly. At forty,our men are as old as Englishmen or Frenchmen at fif- 
t five ; and clur women at thirty, are as faded as European ones, ?t gty. A nmoth of sober methodical life in aquiet Countr 
worth a whole season of dancing, banqueting kc.. at the # % ~ d ~  
places. The rush for excitement is sapping their lives ; and must 
entail weak Cocstitu'tions on the rising generation." 
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The Evening, Bulletin, to our Ezfrauogance we OW@ 
all our embarrasments. Our importations of the French and other 
European markets-(especially since the reduction of the T d , )  
have been the cause of our past troubles; and the predictions of 
trouble to come, are all based upon a continuance and m increase 
of these importations-We have a host of Speculators at work, and 
pushing for Western lands, with no proportionate settlers and culti- 
vators of the Soil-The result is, that the fruitful West, has not, in 
many places, a sufEciency of Edible productions to supply their 
own wants." 

W e  can thus perceive, how ve ry much we are our own tormentors I 
We mud Supply the remedy, or work our own griefs. 

Conclusion. 

The reader, who may have one through the reading of the fore- 
oing pages, may have notice8 that we have been chiefly busy with 

$acts;-And sometimes, with Facts which may not have bea. 
wholly grateful to our self-love and self-respect. Among the many . things highly creditable to ourselves as a Community, have been, 
occasionally interspersed, Facts, which should be corrected and re- 
formed. As a truthful recorder, We have been governed by the rulc 
of 66 nothing extenuate, nor aught set down in malice." Let the 
good be cherished and diiused; and let the bad be corrected and 
reformed.- 

With this last address to hi Countrymen, the Author takes his 
final respectful leave. He feels that his aim has been, to '' do the 
State some service,"-by the preservation of these fleeting and per- 
ishing Memorials of the past; snatched, like drift wood, from the 
stream of the ever ebbing tide of time. 

He wrote not for fame or recompense, but Con mnore ,-because 
he found it grateful to his heart, to thus notice and record the doings 
and the characteristics of a notable race of forefathers. Olim mem 
inisre juvabit ' 

THE AUTHOR 
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